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27 EU Member
States Address Rati
Bregadze with
Official Démarche
About Mikheil
Saakashvili

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

he European Union Ambassador to Georgia, H.E. Pawel

Herczynski, together with the Ambassador of Sweden, H.E.
Ulrik Tidestréom, handed over the official EU démarche to the Min-
ister of Justice of Georgia, Rati Bregadze.

According to Herczynski, the démarche refers to the former presi-
dent of Georgia, Mikheil Saakashvili and all 27 member states of
the European Union agreed to this demarche in Brussels.

“Together with the ambassador of Sweden, which represents the
country holding the presidency of the European Union, we deliv-
ered an official démarche to the Minister of Justice. Démarche re-
fers to the former president of Georgia, Mikheil Saakashvili. We
are very concerned about the reports of his deteriorating health.
What is very important is that all 27 member states of the Euro-
pean Union agree to this démarche,” said the EU ambassador.

According to Herczynski, he had a very open and honest conver-
sation with Minister of Justice Rati Bregadze. They introduced their
position to Bregadze and the Minister provided the EU Ambassa-
dor with the information of what the Georgian government is doing
to protect the rights of the imprisoned Saakashvili.

“We had a very open and honest conversation with the Minister
of Justice. We presented the position of the European Union, which
was agreed by 27 member states. The Minister of Justice provided
us with information about what the Georgian government is doing
to protect the rights of the former president, Mikheil Saakashvili,
as an accused and a prisoner,” Herczynski added.

UN in Georgia Calls on Authorities to Prevent
Measures that Threaten Georgian Democracy

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE civil society and the media and their es-

sential contribution to the construction

“The stigmatization of civil society ac-
tivities may leave vulnerable and vulner-

he United Nations Organization in
Georgia expressed deep concern re-
garding the draft law on “Transparency
of Foreign Influence” in the issued state-
ment. The UN wrote that the adoption of
the said draft threatens the activities of

of Georgia’s democracy.

According to the UN, in Georgia, civil
society organizations provide essential
support to the most vulnerable and vul-
nerable groups of society and protect their
rights.

able groups without proper assistance,
including persons with disabilities, dis-
placed persons, representatives of minori-
ties, the elderly, women, youth, children,
victims of domestic violence and other
people who need effective support and
assistance.
The  bill
threatens the
respect and
protection of
such rights as
freedom of as-
sociation and
expression, the
right to partici-
pate in public
activities, the
right to privacy
and personal
data protec-
tion, and the
prohibition of
discrimina-
tion,” United
Nations said
in a statement.
Considering
Georgia’s cur-
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rent membership in the UN Human
Rights Council, the UN calls on the Par-
liament of Georgia to seek legal opinions
on the said draft law from competent re-
gional and international bodies, to take
into account the existing opinions on
similar legislation and to conduct broad,
inclusive and meaningful consultations
with all interested parties that the adop-
tion of this draft law may affect.

“The adoption of such a law may hinder
the activities of the United Nations Or-
ganization within the framework of the
Sustainable Development Cooperation
Agreement, the country’s strategy, which
we have signed together with the Gov-
ernment of Georgia. For more than thirty
years, the United Nations has been a re-
liable partner and ally of Georgia, sup-
porting the development of Georgia in
accordance with the country’s national
priorities and providing assistance to the
Georgian people together with our local
partners, including civil society and the
media,” read the statement.

The United Nations called on the Geor-
gian authorities to take all necessary steps
to prevent measures that would threaten
Georgian democracy and hinder or slow
down development support for Georgia.
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Second Version of
‘Russian Law’
Submitted for

Consideration in
Parliament of Georgia,
Media Protests

At the meeting of the Bureau
of the Parliament, the second
version of the ‘Agents of foreign

influence’ law was registered and
submitted to the leading com-
mittees for consideration.

The bill was initiated by the
deputies who formally left the
Georgian Dream and were sup-
ported by the ruling party.

The media representatives
protested the bill with banners
with the inscription “No To Rus-

=

sian Law”.
63 media organizations issued
a joint statement, which reads

that in the case of the adoption
of the ‘Russian law’, they refuse
to register as “agents of foreign
influence”. According to them,
the purpose of this law is to stop
critical voices from being heard,
and media and public organiza-
tions will no longer be able to re-
flect the corruption, injustice
and poverty in the country.

According to the Media repre-
sentatives, the adoption of this
law damages the process of join-
ing the European Union, which
was clearly indicated by the High
Representative of the European
Union on February 24 - there-
fore, the submitted legislative
amendment hinders the develop-
ment of Georgia and closes the
window of opportunity that has
appeared today.

Ombudsman’s
Consilium Issues
Another Report on
Mikheil Saakashvili’s
Health Condition

The Public Defender issued a
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PUBLIC DEFENDER
(OMBUDSMAN) OF GEORGIA

report stating that on February
19, a group of specialists invited
by the Public Defender of Geor-
gia made another visit to the
“Vivamed” clinic in order to as-
sess Mikheil Saakashvili’s
health condition.

According to the Office of the
Public Defender, taking into ac-
count their mandate, the pur-
pose of the visits of the expert
group, from the day of its cre-
ation, is to monitor the medical
services provided to the patient.
The group was/is not involved in
the direct process of the patient’s
treatment.

“On February 19, the mem-

bers of the expert group were
scheduled to examine the patient
and review his medical docu-
mentation. Mikheil
Saakashvili’s physical examina-
tion was completed, and unfor-
tunately, the clinic could not
provide medical materials on site
due to non-working days. How-
ever, the Office of the Public
Defender has requested complete
medical materials from Decem-
ber 4, 2022 (the last visit of ex-
perts to Mikheil Saakashvili)
until now, and the group of ex-
perts will additionally review the
materials.

The Office of the Public De-
fender and the group of experts
will continue intensive documen-
tary monitoring of Mikheil
Saakashvili’s health manage-
ment in the near future,” the
statement reads.

According to the assessment
of the group of specialists invited
by the ombudsman, the move-
ment of the patient without su-
pervision is dangerous, because
the risk of falling, body damage/
fractures is very high.

UGDIDI. 27 February 2023

— The women-led non-gov-
ernmental organisation ‘Hands
for Peace’ hosted a gala exhibi-
tion in Zugdidi to present the
results of a ‘Handicraft for So-
cial Change’ project, supported
by the European Union (EU) and
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) through
the EU4Dialogue initiative.

The EU and UNDP support
allowed 40 conflict-affected
women to join a training
programme in tailoring, embroi-
dery, knitting and macramé to
develop professional careers,
earn a living, improve liveli-
hoods and increase self-reliance.
Six training participants already
found jobs in different local en-
terprises and one of the benefi-
ciaries was successful in apply-
ing for a grant programme.

“In partnership with the Eu-
ropean Union and civil society
organizations, we help conflict-
affected women to become suc-
cessful in business and profes-
sional careers. Better access to
educational and economic oppor-
tunities empowers women and
benefits the entire community,”
said Mariam Begiashvili,
EU4Dialogue Project Officer.

Weather
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Creating career opportunities for women
affected by conflict

Gala event in Zugdidi showcases handicrafts made by 40 women supported by the EU and UNDP

The gala event opened with a
runway show with the project
beneficiaries and their children
presenting clothes and accesso-
ries created during the training.
Guests also visited a craft fair
where project participants dis-
played their needlework, includ-
ing various garments and knit-
ted toys.

In addition to handicraft
training, ‘Hands for Peace’
helped women to master mar-
keting, sales and social media,
as well as learn how to write
business proposals and apply for
grants.

Aiming to build social cohe-
sion in a conflict-affected society,
the project brought together in-
ternally displaced people and
their host communities. Out of
40 training participants, 15 were
displaced from the Abkhazia re-
gion, and 25 were the residents
of the Khobi, Tsalenjikha and
Zugdidi municipalities.

ittt

EU4Dialogue: Support to
Conflict Transformation in
the South Caucasus and the
Republic of Moldova is a joint
initiative of the EU and UNDP

under the broader EU4Dialogue
program. The project partners
with local civil society organiza-
tions and grassroots groups to

improve socio-economic condi-
tions for people, build livelihoods,
drive progress toward gender
equality, promote youth engage-

ment and support the peaceful
transformation of conflict. More
information on the website:
https://bit.ly/3BIreEv

The English - Speaking Union

~obaemolin® 96599 8mer3356339m3 35gB0GO

(a4

Creatmgglabal understanding through English

Patron: Her Mﬁmmyl’he Queen
President: HRH The Princess Anne

BANK OF GEORGIA
Main Supporter

Invites 16-20 year old young speakers to take part in the

Public Speaking Competition

The theme of the competition is “ Relations between na ﬁnn&am too importa
to governments alone”. Speakers may interpret this theme in a vV
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they should not use the theme as their title. Each speakerwill be aﬂoca ted 5 minutes.

The competition will be held in three rounds. The first round March 8,11, 13 at the English
Language Centre “British Corner”.
The date and theme of the second round will be announced later.

The competition is sponsored by the Bank of Georgia.

ESU-Georgia will send the lucky winner to London to take partin the final and organize 5

day stay in England.

The deadline for registration is March 6

Contactus:

“British Corner”, Vake Park

(entrance from I. Abashidze St.).
Tel.: 591339993, 557030080 E mail: britishcornerbcagmail.com
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@The Messenger welcomes your
contributions. If you are
interested in submitting an
article or news item please
contact.

All contributions should be
submitted by e-mail.

The Messenger Georgia’s
English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.



