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GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Senator Shahin and Senator
Durbin are on an official

visit to Georgia after participat-
ing in the Munich Security Fo-
rum, according to the US Em-
bassy in Georgia.

According to the embassy,
within the framework of the
visit, Shahin and Durbin will
meet with heads of state, mem-
bers of legislative bodies and rep-
resentatives of civil society to
discuss bilateral relations be-
tween the countries, as well as
the geopolitical importance of the
Black Sea region:

“The Black Sea is a key geo-
political region for European se-
curity, especially in light of
Russia’s brutal war in Ukraine.
Vladimir Putin is already acting
to extend his malign influence
in the region, and we know that
his hegemonic ambitions go be-
yond taking over Ukraine. It is
important that the US actively
cooperates with its Black Sea
partners and formulates a stron-
ger policy towards the region.
This is exactly what I plan to
discuss over the next few days…

Georgia has important elec-

US Senators Jeanne Shahin
and Dick Durbin Visit Georgia

tions ahead of it and the oppor-
tunity to advance the democratic
agenda. I call on our partners to
prioritize [these issues], work to
create a better future for the
Georgian people and achieve
more stability in the region. I
also look forward to meeting with
our allies in Romania. [Roma-
nia], an important NATO mem-
ber, has played a significant role
on the Ukrainian war front, fa-
cilitating the flow of Western
equipment to support the fight
against Putin and to help refu-
gees fleeing the violence. There
is much to discuss and I appre-
ciate the opportunity to interact
with our partners and allies in
person,” Shahin said.

“Georgia, which experienced
Russia’s brazen seizure of Geor-
gian lands by military force in
2008, knows very well the future
threat from Putin.”

With the separation from the
Soviet Union came the great
prospect of defining the country’s
future directly within the trans-
atlantic democratic societies – a
vision that has not yet been fully
realized and which I hope will
be further encouraged during
this visit” Durbin said.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Irakli Gharibashvili in his speech at the
Munich Security Conference discussed the on-

going war in Ukraine and said that peace has
no alternative:

“There is no alternative to peace, and I will
tell you here that Georgia follows the peaceful
policy of conflict resolution. Regarding sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, we very clearly
stated that Georgia has a peaceful plan to re-
store its territorial integrity.”

Gharibashvili added that the world should end
the war in Ukraine, because if it continues, it
will result in more destructive power. He also
emphasized the impact Russian aggression had
on Georgia in the 2008 war, adding that the
aggression is still ongoing:

“I would like to thank the OSCE and other
participants who are actively involved in the me-
diation process. You mentioned the international
discussions in Geneva, this is also the platform
we have for relations with Russia. Therefore, I
must repeat that this war must stop.

We have seen the result of war in our own
country in 2008. A lot of people died, we com-
pletely lost control over our territories, and as I
said, Russia still has military bases on our ter-
ritory. This is an ongoing process, it has not
been stopped.

I would also like to mention that after the
2008 war, we have not seen any sanctions im-
posed on Russia. On the contrary, we saw busi-
ness as usual with Russia, so I would say it was
a very bad signal that sanctions did not follow
our case. I must mention that the international
community must be formed. How will we go for-
ward.

If this war continues, it means that it will
have even more destructive power. More inno-
cent people will die. The world must end this
war,” said Gharibashvili.

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili:
World Should End War in Ukraine
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Weather

Monday, February 20

Day Showers
High: 13°C

Night  Mostly Cloud

Low: 2°C

Tuesday, February 21

Day Mostly Cloudy
High: 6°C

Night  Mostly Cloudy
Low: 1°C
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Ursula von der Leyen
Expresses Readiness to
Continue Cooperation
With Georgia Over EU

Candidacy Status

The President of the European
Commission Ursula von der
Leyen responded to the meeting
with the Prime Minister of Geor-
gia Irakli Gharibashvili in the
social network Twitter.

As Ursula von der Leyen
pointed out, the European Union

is ready to continue working with
Georgia so that the country
achieves progress in fulfilling the
12 recommendations set by the
European Commission in June
2022 and makes the most of the
European Union’s economic in-
vestment plan, especially for the
development of projects connect-

ing the Black Sea.
“I had a good opportunity to

discuss the main issues of the
Georgia-EU agenda together
with the Prime Minister of Geor-
gia, Irakli Gharibashvili. We are
ready to continue working with
Georgia so that the country can

make progress in fulfilling the
12 recommendations set by the
European Commission in June
2022 and make the most of the
EU’s economic investment plan,
especially for the development of
projects connecting the Black
Sea,” Ursula von der Leyen
wrote.

PM Gharibashvili Calls
Mikheil Saakashvili

‘Good Actor’ at Munich
Security Conference

Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili spoke about
Mikheil Saakashvili at the
Munich Security Conference.
According to Gharibashvili, the
third president of Georgia is re-
ceiving appropriate treatment,
and as for the footage released
from the clinic, according to him,
‘Mr. Saakashvili is a good actor’.

“I don’t want to speculate on
this matter, President
Saakashvili is being treated in
a private clinic. I want people to
know that he came to Georgia a
year and a half ago, on October
1, to be exact, and the idea of his
return was to make a revolution

and inspire mass murders.” His
plan failed and he ended up in
prison.

We transferred him to a pri-
vate clinic. I won’t bore people

with details, but since the ques-
tion was asked, I want to answer
it. He is being treated in a pri-
vate clinic for more than 8
months now, the government of
Georgia provides maximum
comfort and treatment, all the
privileges that other prisoners do
not have.

You mentioned footage, pho-
tos, I will say that Mr.
Saakashvili is a good actor. The

Government of Georgia is doing
everything possible, providing
maximum support. We made an
offer to his family to bring any
doctor, from any country, from

any clinic, if he needs real treat-
ment, bring him to Georgia, this
is my answer,” Gharibashvili
said.

According to the Prime Minis-
ter, Saakashvili’s family hired lob-
bying companies and is spreading
a lot of false information.

“What you hear, what you see
on video, on Facebook, on social
networks, does not represent re-
ality,” Gharibashvili said.

The European Commission’s
Joint Research Centre (JRC)

is opening its research laborato-
ries and facilities to training and
capacity building for people
working in academia and re-
search organisations, small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) and the public and pri-
vate sector in general.

European Joint Research Centre opens its laboratories
for training academia and entrepreneurs

The JRC is offering access to
its non-nuclear facilities to re-
searchers and scientists from
EU Member States and coun-
tries associated with the Hori-
zon Europe programme, includ-
ing Armenia, Georgia, Moldova
and Ukraine. For nuclear facili-
ties, the JRC is open to EU Mem-
ber States and to countries as-

sociated with the Euratom Re-
search Programme, including
Ukraine.

After following a training and
capacity building course at the
JRC, scientists are more famil-
iar with the JRC laboratories

which can improve the suitabil-
ity of their proposals for the
Open Access to Research Infra-
structures programme.

Scientists and technicians
will have the opportunity to be
trained in chemistry; bio-
sciences/life sciences, physical

sciences, ICT,  and foresight.
Several calls have already been
opened.

(euneighbourseast.eu)


