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By Liza Mchedlidze

Tbilisi City Court judge
Giorgi Arevadze did not sat-

isfy the request for the postpone-
ment of the sentence or release
of Mikheil Saakashvili. Lawyer
Shalva Khachapuridze is plan-
ning to appeal to Strasbourg in
the near future.

“I would like to remind you of
the resolution part of the deci-
sion: the petition of Shalva
Khachapuridze, the lawyer de-
fending the interests of the con-
victed Mikheil Saakashvili, re-
garding the postponement of the
sentence or exemption from the
sentence due to the illness of
Mikheil Saakashvili, should not
be granted. The decision can be
appealed within 10 days after the
transfer in the Criminal Cham-
ber of the Court of Appeal”, Giorgi
Arevadze said.

The court proceedings on this
case were ongoing for 2 months.

The Penitentiary Service tried
to prove that the evidence of the
defense side does not provide re-
liable information regarding the
severity of the illness of the con-
vict Mikheil Saakashvili and it
cannot be used as a basis for the
postponement of the sentence.

Abramishvili claimed at the
trial that providing adequate
medical services for all the diag-
noses made to Saakashvili is
perfectly possible under the con-
ditions of his stay in the peni-
tentiary system.

Mikheil Saakashvili’s Request for Release or
Postponement of Sentence Denied, Judge Rules

Court’s decision and claimed
that judge Giorgi Arevadze is
‘biased’ and did not expect any
other decision.

As he mentioned while talk-
ing to reporters after the deci-
sion was announced, the case will
be sent to the European Court of
Human Rights in the coming
days.

“Of course, we were waiting
for this decision. I could not even
imagine that the pocket court
would make a different decision.
Unfortunately, in Georgia, a ju-
dicial system has been formed
that serves this or that political
ruling power. Tomorrow another
power will come, they will serve
them. This decision has nothing
to do with justice. Moreover, the
conclusion of Samkharauli was
dictated by the judge.

We were refused to interro-
gate the Minister of Justice, the
head of the medical department
of the penitentiary, who was on
the list for questioning, sat in the
hall and gave the questions to
someone else, and in the end he
was also refused to be questioned.
In the recent proceedings, it was
clear that the judge was biased
and protected the rights of the
penitentiary service, but his de-
cision will be put to a serious test
in just a few days. Since the law
is dead in Georgia, naturally we
will turn to the European Court
of Human Rights,” said
Khachapuridze.

During the closing speech, the
representative of the Special
Penitentiary Service, Gela

Nikolaishvili, said that “no one
is being tortured, no one is be-
ing poisoned, no one is being

killed and will not be killed.”
Lawyer Shalva

Khachapuridze responded to the

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

M ikheil Saakashvili re-
sponded to the court’s de-

cision denying him of postpone-
ment or release of the sentence
with a letter from the “Vivamed”
clinic, saying that he has re-
ceived a ‘death sentence’ and will
remain in prison with the fatal
diseases and that no one in the
world except Russia recognizes
the court’s decision.

“As expected, the Russian
ambassadors at first delayed my
process in the hope that I would
not make it to the end, but now
such a storm has arisen from all
over the world that they has-
tened it. Not any serious cabi-
net in the world and not any se-
rious media doubts anymore that

Mikheil Saakashvili
Responds to Court’s

Decision, Calls it
‘Death Sentence’

they are killing me on Putin’s
orders, and now they have de-
cided that the game is pointless,
they can no longer deceive the
West, and on the contrary, they
are under enormous pressure.
They decided to please Putin di-
rectly and without any hiding,”
Saakashvili said.

According to him, the court
believed the experts of the gov-
ernment, who did not even
bother to see him, and not the
international Nobelist experts.

“The Georgian court hearing
turned out to be an absolute joke.
On the other hand, our evidence
was based on thorough research
conducted by leading doctors in
the United States of America,
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Tuesday, February 7
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Night  Cloudy
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Wednesday, February 8
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High: 4°C

Night  Cloudy
Low: 0°C
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believed them, not the interna-
tional team, which included a
Nobel laureate, who said that if
I stay in prison, I will die.

Therefore, now I have, in fact,
received a death sentence and
will remain in prison with all the
lethal diseases, by a court deci-
sion that no one in the world,
except Russia, recognizes. It is
no coincidence that Lavrov has

Mikheil Saakashvili Responds
to Court’s Decision,

Calls it ‘Death Sentence’

praised the Georgian govern-
ment several times over the past
week and also attacked me.
Putin promised that he would
“hang me with eggs”, and it
seems that he is doing it through
his puppet Russian oligarch
Ivanishvili,” said Saakashvili.

The former president of Geor-
gia thanked everyone who sup-
ported him and said that now is

not the time to be ‘heartbroken’
but to be ‘angry’.

“Thank you very much to ev-
eryone who came to the rallies
these months, who came to the
court, who spent ten nights at
the hospital. Now is not the time
to be heartbroken, but to be an-
gry. We are winning this war
and it will definitely help Geor-
gia as well,” Saakashvili wrote.
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EU Calls on Georgia to
Join Sanctions Imposed

on Russia in Aviation
sector, Peter Stano Says

Peter Stano, the spokesperson
of the European Commission’s
External Action Service called on
the Georgian government to join
the sanctions imposed on Rus-
sia in the aviation sector.

When asked about the pos-
sible resumption of direct air
traffic between Georgia and Rus-
sia, Stano replied that “Georgia
must be vigilant so that Russia
cannot evade the sanctions im-
posed on it.”

“We are aware of recent discus-
sions regarding the possible re-
sumption of direct flights between
Russia and Georgia. Due to
Russia’s illegal aggression against
Ukraine, the European Union has
imposed sanctions on Russian
aviation and banned flights to,
from, or through Russia.

The European Union calls on
Georgia to join the sanctions
imposed by the European Union
and other countries against Rus-
sia in the aviation sector and to
remain vigilant against any pos-
sible attempts to circumvent the
sanctions. The EU sanctions re-

gime is considering imposing
sanctions on those who partici-
pate in or support the possible
circumvention of EU sanctions
against Russia,” Stano said.

Rada Recommends the
Adoption of Resolution

on Transfer of
Saakashvili for

Treatment
The Committee on Foreign

Policy and Interparliamentary
Cooperation of the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine discussed the
draft resolution regarding the
sending of the imprisoned third
president of Georgia, Mikheil
Saakashvili, for medical treat-
ment abroad.

The draft resolution on the
transfer of Mikheil Saakashvili
abroad for treatment was regis-

BY MALKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

The opposition part of the po-
litical spectrum in Georgia,

which acts as a defender of the
western direction of the country,
is in a difficult situation. There
is a deep internal conflict in the
main opposition party, the Na-
tional Movement, and it is doubt-
ful that it will maintain its in-
tegrity. Three small opposition
parties have announced to hold
the first large-scale rally on Feb-
ruary 24, although others do not
join it and remain skeptical.

The opposition political parties
in Georgia move in different or-
bits in terms of distancing them-
selves from the government and,
accordingly, the degree of their
opposition is also different. The
closest to the Georgian Dream
are 9 MPs separated from the
party, who created a new force

People’s Power.
These MPs formally separated

from the GD in order to have
more freedom in criticizing the
West. But these MPs together
with the Georgian Dream are in
the majority.

Before the 2021 local self-gov-
ernment elections, Georgian
Dream was challenged by the
team of retired Prime Minister
Giorgi Gakharia’s party For
Georgia, which at that time sup-
ported a certain part of the Dream
electorate. At that time, Giorgi
Gakharia could not say anything
against Bidzina Ivanishvili,
which made the commentators
think that Ivanishvili, who had
gone into the shadows from ac-
tive politics, was creating a
backup political force.

After the elections,
Gakharia’s activity decreased
sharply, but recently he ap-
peared and actively criticized
Bidzina Ivanishvili. Gakharia’s
party, unlike People’s Power,
cannot stand the Georgian
Dream in power. However, it is
difficult to say in what orbit
Gakharia’s party will move and
what rating it will have for the

upcoming elections.
After the parliamentary elec-

tions of 2020, when no opposition
members entered the parlia-
ment, it was difficult for the
Georgian Dream which was left
alone and, apparently, due to
their efforts, a new party under
the name of European Socialists,
which had not participated in the
elections, appeared in the parlia-
ment. It included sponsors of the
pro-Russian Alliance of Patriots
participating in the elections,
who were included in the elec-
toral list of this party. This
party, as well as several other
small opposition parties, are of-
ficially in the government orbit
and represent the ‘constructive
opposition’.

The main opponent of the
Georgian Dream after the 2012
elections is the United National
Movement, which, according to
the representatives of the gov-
ernment, represents a ‘destruc-
tive opposition’ and scares vot-
ers with the prospect of this
force’s return to power.

The UNM  is the main oppo-
sition force and is the only oppo-
sition force that manages to

overcome the 5% electoral
threshold. Today the party is in
a difficult situation. Mikheil
Saakashvili, who is considered
the leader of this party, has been
in prison for more than a year
and is seriously ill. Within the
party itself, there is a struggle
for leadership.

In itself, the holding of party
chairman elections is a manifes-
tation of intra-party democracy,
which is so rare in Georgia. This
would only be an indication of
competitiveness and democracy
if it were not for the nature of
the confrontation between the
candidates, during which com-
promising materials and insults
were used.

After such an election cam-
paign, it is doubtful that the said
party will maintain its unity.
Some suggest splitting the party
into two parts, others - into
three. At least with this, the
main opposition party will be
able to overcome its internal
problems.

A simple explanation was also
found for the intra-party conflict
in the United National Move-
ment. Today’s leader, Nika

Melia, is relatively new to the
party, and no one can relate him
to the problems of the United
National Movement administra-
tion. Nika Melia is associated
with bringing new faces to the
mentioned party and trying to
renew it. His main rival was
Levan Khabeishvili, who won
the elections. Behind him are
famous faces of the old UNM,
including former Prime Minis-
ter Vano Merabishvili and
Former Defense Minister Davit
Kezerashvili.

Meanwhile, three small politi-
cal parties (Droa, Girchi - More
Freedom and Strategy
Agmashenebeli) announced the
pro-Ukraine rally on February
24  and stated that this is the
beginning of a new national lib-
eration movement. Both the gov-
ernment and the opposition were
critical of the planned rally. The
small number of people gathered
will become an excuse for mock-
ing its organizers, but a large-
scale rally will not be welcomed
by authorities either.

The fact is that rallies do not
affect the government to a large
extent.

the United Kingdom, Switzer-
land and Georgia. Almost all of

them visited me, some of them
several times. The government
experts didn’t even bother to see
me at least once, but the court

tered in the
U k r a i n i a n
Rada on Feb-
ruary 3. The
initiator of the
project is the
chairman of
the People’s
Servant party,
Olena Shuliak.

According to
the resolution,
the deputies of
the Rada of
Ukraine ad-
dress Georgia,
the European
Parliament, the
Council of Europe, the European
Commission, PACE and the par-
liaments of the EU member states.

Based on the results of the
consideration of the draft law,
the committee decided to make

a recommendation to the draft
resolution that the Rada include
the mentioned resolution in the
agenda of the session and adopt
it taking into account the tech-
nical and legal changes.

The Pro-Western Opposition: Between Crisis and Effort


