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THe ConcepT oF 1997 CompeTiTion PRoJECT

‘The tragedy of 9 April will remain to be the topic of judge-
ment for a long time of the civil world, but | doubt whether will
ever be possible to give an appropriate name 1o this phe-
nomenon: barbarty, ey, sadiem, malico, eachery - these
words only partially reflect the essence of the happening.

9 April is the brutal infringement upon every human
being and everything valuable, which mankind has cre-
ated in the coarse of history over many years.

Is it possible to transmit the feelings adequate o this
unprecedented anomaly with the traditional artistic means?
1 believe it is not. The memorial o the 9 April should be
characterized by the powerful charge of emotional influence
over man and the peculiar ability to protest against violence.

This goal can be achieved only with a radically new
artistic vision.

The statue of Venus from Melos is valuable to the whole
mankind. It is well known and familiar to the people. Pre-
cisely this value of the whole mankind is the object of act-
ing for the Memorial to the 9 April, for creating a sharp -
non-stereotypic psycho-emotional energy.

In front of the Government House 3m. high marble
sculpture of Venus ffom Melos is placed on the 5 high
round pedestal.

he sculplure and pedesial are spit nlo two pieces
and are parted from each o

‘The femorial taxt on Severs languages and names of

the perished are carved on the inner side of the pedestal.

Author: Vakhtang Davitaia, Architect.
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On 9 Apri, 1989, at four o'clock in the morning the Soviet
army broke up the peaceful meeting of many thousands on the
square in front of the Government House in Tbilisi (Georgia). 20
absolutely innocent people were killed, among tham were 16
women. The youngest was 12 years old gir, the eldest 70 years
old lady. The majoritie was wounded with sharpened spades. Sev-
eral hundred people were poisoned by gas.
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THe ConcepT oF THE 1999 CompeTTIoN PROJECT
(First Prize)

The memorial is based on the myth of Ikaros. “While
flying the young lkaros flew too high, approached the sun
s0 close that it's heat melted wax, the wings fell off and
Ikaros fel into the se”.

In our imagination lkaros is a symbol of aspiration
towards the sun, height and freedom.

Though his endeavors ended tragically, he inculcated
and aggravated the aspiration for freedom in people.

This myth very much reminds us of 9 April, doesn't it?

The composition is spatial, with views of equal
strength. At the same time it is characterized by clear-cut
silhouette, unexpected views.

The memorial meets the basic requirements of the
competition:

“The memorial must be oriented towards the aristic
expression rather than on absolute dimensions”. Names
of the perished are marked on the pylons of pedestal.

The sculptural Composition and the pedestal are
moulded in bronze.

Candle sticks and facing around memorial is fulfiled
in dark granite.

The height of the pedestal is 240 cm.

The height of the sculpture is 220 cm.

Authors: Vakhtang Davitaia, Architect
Nodar Topuria, Sculptor
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