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GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The President of Georgia
Salome Zourabichvili’s ad-

ministration has released a
statement regarding interna-
tionally imposed sanctions
against Russia and Georgia’s role
in it, after Irakli Kobakhidze,
the Chairman of Georgian
Dream criticized her for ‘lying’.

The Administration’s letter
serves the purpose to clarify that
President Zourabichvili never
said that Georgia is ‘circumvent-
ing the sanctions’ and she is al-
ways the ‘first one’ to defend the
country’s image and interests
internationally.

According to the statement,
the President of Georgia has not
only never accused the country
in this matter, but she has al-
ways defended and still defends
the country’s image internation-
ally, both with high-ranking of-
ficials and with foreign and lo-
cal media.

“She has repeatedly stated
that according to the informa-
tion available to her, there is no
fact of evasion of sanctions
through Georgia, on the con-
trary, the financial sector of
Georgia meticulously fulfills all

President Zourabichvili’s Administration responds
to Irakli Kobakhidze in a written statement

international financial sanctions.
In today’s situation, when

there are accusations against the
country, as if the territory of
Georgia is being used to evade
sanctions, the government needs
to take all measures so that the
country’s reputation is effectively
protected,” the presidential ad-
ministration said in a state-
ment.

The statement was followed by
Kobakhidze’s response. He said
that the follow up statement of
the president’s administration is
acceptable, by which the presi-
dent admitted that there is no
circumvention of sanctions
through Georgia.

“When there is a demand on
the agenda for the authorities to
properly respond to the accusa-
tions regarding the circumven-
tion of sanctions, it is understood
as if the accusations are rel-
evant, which is very wrong. We
once again needed to publicize
the relevant facts. It’s good that
the president has made a proper
statement on this topic now and
admitted that there is no circum-
vention of sanctions through
Georgia. Accordingly, this state-
ment is welcome for us,” said
Irakli Kobakhidze.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The EU Ambassador to Geor-
gia H.E. Pawel Herczynski

and the Speaker of the Parlia-
ment of Georgia, Shalva
Papuashvili, exchanged views
on the implementation of 12 rec-
ommendations assigned by the
European Union for Georgia’s
candidacy status.

According to Pawel
Herczynski, the progress achieved
by Georgia on the path of Euro-
pean integration will be evaluated
by the European Commission in
October of this year, after which,
at the end of the year, it will be
jointly reviewed by the 27 mem-
ber states of the European Union.

Herczynski said that the
works on 12 priorities which are
in convergerance with European
Standards and principles con-
tinue.

“At the moment, work contin-
ues on 12 priorities and, more
broadly, on convergence with
European standards and Euro-
pean principles. For our part, we
sincerely hope that this work will
bring positive results at the end
of the year,” said Herczynski.

“As you know, some priorities
have been implemented, while
others are still being worked on.
On other priorities, the Parlia-

Progress achieved by Georgia
on 12 priorities to be

evaluated in October 2023,
H.E. Pawel Herczynski says

ment of Georgia is waiting for
an opinion from international
standard-setting organizations,
such as the Venice Commission
and ODIHR, after which the
work will continue.

Based on the results, we will
evaluate the progress achieved
by Georgia in relation to 12 pri-
orities. It will be published by the
European Commission in Octo-
ber and then EU member states
will review the results, evaluate
and decide on next steps later this
year.

We have a very busy year
ahead of us, and in terms of the
implementation of 12 priorities
and in general, in terms of
Georgia’s progress on the path
to EU membership, I heartily
wish success to Georgia and
Georgian politicians,” the EU
Ambassador said.

When a reporter asked what
his response was to the accusa-
tions against them that the part-
ners are trying to influence the
justice system, Pawel
Herczynski responded that the
European Union fully respects
the independence of the court.

“We fully respect the indepen-
dence of the court. This is one of
the main principles on which the
European Union is based,” the
US ambassador said.
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Weather

Tuesday, January 24

Day Clear
High: 7°C

Night  Clear
Low: -3°C

Wednesday, January 25

Day Clear
High: 6°C

Night  Clear
Low: -3°C
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Minister of Finance says
country’s tourism and export
increased more in relation to

worldwide than Russia

The Minister of Finance of Georgia
Lasha Khutsishvili talked about the sanc-
tions imposed against Russia at a press
conference after the government session.

“There is no reason for anyone to doubt
that sanctions are not being enforced in
Georgia - we can confidently say that
Georgia is one of the leading countries in
the direction of international sanctions
enforcement,” he said.

According to him, the government of
Georgia communicates with its partners
on a daily basis regarding the enforce-
ment of sanctions.

Khutsishvili said the country has re-
ceived many letters of thanks for the
measures it takes to ensure that the
sanctions are implemented according to
the established standard.

He also noted that tourism and export
in Georgia increased more in relation to

other countries of the world than in rela-
tion to Russia.

“I would like to point out that the
growth of tourism and exports in Geor-
gia was much higher without Russia
than with Russia. That is, the export to
the whole world increased more than it
increased with respect to Russia. Also,
in relation to the whole world, tourism
increased more than it was observed in
relation to Russia. Accordingly, in this
part, it is better to rely on official statis-
tics and draw conclusions from existing
statistics,” said the Minister of Finance.

Revenue in tourism reaches
3.5 billion USD in 2022, Na-

tional Tourism Agency writes

According to Georgia’s National Tour-
ism Agency, in 2022 the income from travel
exceeded the figure of 2019 and a record
figure was recorded - 3,516,634,479 USD.

According to their reports, 5.4 million in-
ternational travelers visited Georgia in 2022.

“In 2022, compared to 2019, 71.9% of
international tourist visits and 58% of in-
ternational traveler visits were restored.

Last year, a total of 5,426,903 inter-

national travelers visited Georgia, which
is +188.5% more than in 2021.

In 2022, 3,652,949 international tourist

visits took place in the country, which is
+131.6% more than the same period of 2021.

December 2022 was distinguished by
the dynamics of tourism recovery. Dur-
ing this period, 564,656 international trav-
elers visited Georgia, which is an 84.6%
recovery of the data of 2019, and com-
pared to 2021, the increase is +216.9%,
the agency wrote.

Georgia: EU-
supported
initiative

provides first
aid training for
32 kindergar-

ten staff
in Telavi

The European Union in Geor-
gia, Denmark, UNDP in

Georgia and the National Asso-

ciation of Local Authorities of
Georgia (NALAG) have helped
kindergartens in Telavi munici-
pality of Georgia to organise a
first aid training course for their
staff.

The initiative covered 32 pre-
schools. Two kindergartens re-
ceived additional support to
equip doctors’ offices in their pre-
mises.

The importance of these
courses is due to the fact that
Georgian legislation obliges kin-
dergartens to certify their first
aid personnel in order to be al-
lowed to protect children’s health
and prevent accidents.

This initiative was selected as
part of a grant competition
funded by the EU and Denmark
to improve management, poli-
cies and services in municipali-
ties in Georgia.

(euneighbourseast.eu)


