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SUMMARY

Doctor of Geology and Mineralogy, Professor, traveler, writer and spele-
ologist Tamaz Kiknadze (January 1 of 1936- August 27 of 1991)

Mr. Kiknadze was born into a family of old nobility. His ancestors and
relatives included many prominent people. His father Zakaria (Zachary) Kiknadze
was a recent graduate of Tbilisi Second Gymnasium of Nobility when he became
a member of “Junker corps” in 1921 and fought the advancing troops of invading
Soviet Russian forces.

After Georgia lost the war and was occupied and annexed by Russia, Za-
karia’s maternal uncle Prince Archil Makashvili was executed by a firing squad as
a participant of the 1924 Georgian uprising against Russian rule. (He was hiding
weapons for the patriots, led by his close friend and national hero, Colonel Prince
Kaihosro (Kakutsa) Cholokashvili.)

Zakaria’s father Pavle (Paul) Kiknadze sheltered in his Tbilisi house several
noble relatives, who were kicked out from their country estates.

Zakaria graduated from the Thilisi Artillery Corps School and started serv-
ing as an officer in the Georgian Army, which in time was diminished by the Rus-
sian occupants to only two divisions. Captain Zakaria Kiknadze was arrested in
1937 and sentenced to be executed for conspiracy against the USSR. The sentence
was approved personally by Joseph Stalin and implemented shortly after.

Tamaz Kiknadze’s mother Sophia was arrested few weeks later and sen-
tenced to 9 years of hard labor. The house and all family possessions were con-
fiscated. Sophia spent her entire sentence in the Gulag labor camp located in the
borderland between Europe and Siberia, in the Ural Mountains. One-year-old
Tamaz and his older brother Otar were taken by maternal and paternal grand-
parents, respectively. Both sets of grandparents died in the early years of WW II.
Otar went to the war as an underage volunteer (age 17) and finished it in 1945 in
Vienna, Austria as a First Lieutenant.

Tamaz was sheltered by his maternal aunt Barbara. Little Tamaz officially
was labeled as “a Member of the family of the enemy of the people” by the govern-
ment. Children with this label had no right to be members of “Octobrist”, “Pio-
neer” or “Komsomol” children and youth organizations. This meant virtual ostra-
cization from the society, and admission to a university and starting a successful
career was practically impossible.

Tamaz’s mother returned from the prison in 1945, but until 1950 she had
no right to approach Thilisi closer than 50 kilometers and had no right to work. In
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the quest to be near her son, for 5 years Sophia Kiknadze hid with different friends
and relatives.Tamaz Kiknadze remembered how during this period, very often in
the middle of the night, police would arrive to search for his mother.

Since Sophia Kiknadze had no right to work, the low income of the family
caused 14-year-old Tamaz to withdraw from the regular day school and continue
his studies in the evening school. During the day he was working. For years, he
changed many different professions. He was working as a utility fee collector, art-
ist’s assistant, artistic decorator, and assistant director of animated films.

After Stalin’s death in 1953, the policy of terror eased, and in 1954 Tamaz
was accepted to Tbilisi State University in the Department of Geology.

In 1956, the new USSR leadership announced the “Rehabilitation” of the
victims of Stalin’s purges. Tamaz’s family received an official letter, where it was
written that Zakaria Kiknadze had been sentenced to hard labor and had died
suddenly from heart failure in 1942. Later publications of materials of the 1930’s
purges revealed that Zakaria Kiknadze was executed in 1937 near Thbilisi, and the
Rehabilitation letter contained false information.

After graduation from the university, in 1960 he started working as a sci-
entific secretary of the Speleological Council of Academy of Sciences of Georgia.
In these early years of his career Mr. Kiknadze established himself as one of the
foremost speleologists in USSR and in whole of Europe.

From 1966 to 1982 he was assistant of The President of the Supreme Coun-
cil of Georgian SSR. Despite been fully employed in this important Governmental
job, Mr. Kiknadze managed to write and publish several scientific monographs,
many popular scientific books and various scientific articles, popular science and
fiction stories. In the same time, he was extensively traveling around the world,
exploringvarious caves and participating in many international speleological fo-
rums. All of this was done during his vacation and free time from his day job.

In 1971 Tamaz Kiknadze successfully defended his PhD dissertation.

Mr. Kiknadze’s exceptional organizational and managerial skills were fully
revealed from 1982 until his death in 1991, when heserved as a director of “Prince
Vahushti Bagrationi Institute of Geography of Georgia”. It is also worth mention
that the popularization and international recognition of Georgian speleology is
forever linked with Tamaz Kiknadze’s name.

In 1986, he successfully defended Habilitation (higher degree of Doctor of
Sciences of Geology and Mineralogy).

Tamaz Kiknadze’s field of study was karst and speleogenessis problems in

theory and practices. He determined the regularity and natural development path
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for mountainous karst and karst hydrology. Mr. Kiknadze is the creator of a new
scientific study in the karstology, “Study of underground waters of mountainous
karst. “Tamaz Kiknadze is credited with creation of “ the mathematical model of
karst denudation depending on the water flow and temperature change.”

Under the leadership and participation of Mr. Kiknadze, his team discov-
ered and exploredthe world’s deepest karst cave system in the Gagra mountain
range (part of Greater Caucasus).

Mr.Kiknadze is the creator of Georgian geomorphological terminology and
one of the only three creators of Russian terminology of the same field.

He is an author of more than 80 published scientific works, including 8
monographs. More than a third of them are published internationally, in the UK,
Spain, Italy, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and Bulgaria. Mr. Kiknadze also pub-
lished popular science and travel-adventure books, many short fiction stories and
scientific-popular articles.

Mr. Kiknadze was a professor of department of Geomorphology and Geol-
ogy of Thilisi State university. He also received honorary doctorate degrees from
various foreign universities and was a member of a governing board of the “World
Union of Speleologists,” as well as Chairman of the Tourist Federation of Georgia.
Tamaz Kiknadze was the recipient of various Georgian and foreign medals and
awards. In 1994, the highest award of the country “the State Prize of Georgia”
was posthumouslyawarded to Mr. Kiknadze by the nomination of the President
of Georgia.

He married Eter Kiknadze in 1963, and their son Zakaria (Zachary)
Kiknadze was born in 1966. They lived in Tbilisi until his death in 1991. Tamaz

Kiknadze’s hobbies included writing amateur poetry and amateur painting.

Zakaria (Zaza) Kiknadze
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