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2019 Bemob 9 0gemobl &yLgerel a39c0969300L 3639B80c0gbhd> gemondgé
3hob3s gobopboces, ©m8 1919-1920 Bemgdde dotoymmo Fotgdo mlgendo
bobhogoe odi3gmmbgb, dobogg ogdom, gb Bnbo obos, Goboy gl
396m3000L PBegdgh.t 2019 Bemolb 19 ogemoll 3bobgocmol Lom gydogom
6970335 Erglgaol bgemolnegemgdsl LogoGmggemmb ogé mbgdel ggbmzocol
00006930l mbmgbon 80806, 08039 Bemol  Lgdhgddgdo  EGnlgeals
bobgemdBoogm dod0 3gogdbs 93 L z0mbol 393LEsgemgemo Ledydom $gmege.’

m3y3obrgdyen  (3bobgoemdo 2020 Bgeml 20 ogbolo  ggbmizocol  mgE
393m03bocogl.* Logeomme ,396m(30c00l” Logombo sbomo 96 960l o 0go

©ododymo 3memohognéoe dmgemgbgdel 3o6ommgmyése 653mabggl beaemdg
Bobo 3cmobBg. 93 yzgemozgel 30 Loogndggemo 1990 Eemol 20 Lgghgddgel
Bogyoro, Bmglsy Ledbergm mbgmol sghmbmBon&o mendol Lsdd¢md 1920
Bemob 3mgamgbgdl ggbmizocool 330em003035300 8osbogs. Bmggaobgdec, 2007
B9emb, 9.6. Lodb&ger mlgmal 3o6emodgbhds 1918-1920 Bemgdolb dmgemgby-
30 3goazoly, Gmgmty mbo boembol  gémgbrnem-go63dsbosgolnegmmgdgeme
36dmemd, boenm Logetrmggemml donogémdal 8mddgrgds, Gmgmey mbo
boembob ggbmizocon.”

bogoombo LEymmoo 3memothoBgdnmos, o3 obhmGoyme Ggommmdol
©330bob3930L Loazydggeml §8bab oo Lo zombal 33ecmggol s6mymgdl. 33emgg0l
30B0bod  303mgzgybgdnem m3ndgbhgdle o bodErm3qddg, obggg 9oy
399m193946989em 736md Losrdogm m3y39bhgddg, 3ergLobs o 8mgdgcon
306980l Bmgmbgdgddy oybbmdom  gog00bomadme o ™mdagdhneo

https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2662863.html 31.05.2021
https://ria.ru/20190719/1556702355.html 31.05. 2021
http://duma.gov.ru/news/46172/ 31.05.2021
https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/8777475 31.05.2021
http://osinform.org/4518-deklaratsija_o_genotside_1920_goda_v_juzhnoj_osetii.html
31.05.2021; https://regnum.ru/news/society/727409.html 31:05.2021
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ImgombEmo, oy o brgdmes gémo boyinbob Bob 3bobgocmol E9z30m63o.
Gogmby  obhmeozmbo  mggeob  mmodg Bgbcos:  ,033mdgb  §ocmem-
390l Lodotonemg  3nébogbm. 6o PHmoghmboyggoyéobomgel, o639

Lodo&oremols Qobo@as&uqa ©° b03m803@mq> 8‘)333‘”0@32’0[’ 30800[)0@060@
™d0g9gdhnere obhmEool 8mbdmdos bogotm”.t

396m3000 yggemedg 739> dmbobemgmdol GHomegbmdol 065803030
o0Lobgdy, gbodsdoboe dlger  8gdmbgggode  dmbsobemgmdol  Gomegbmds
9339060 03emgdlL. gbsbmo, Go dEgmBobgmdss 93 mgoembodolom
™bgdcob 3oBotrngdodo. 93olongol goBmggomggde 1917 Bemob 6nlgorol
0339600L  Lobmagemm-bodgy@bgm o 1926 Bemolb  Lodgmms 3033060l
bogmggemmom 20Bg6gdel 3goégdomo bsemoBo. 1917 Bemol 6nlgorol
0339600L Lobmaggenm-bodgy@bgm smbgéol Bobgrgom 03ogg hgbohmE0sdy,
bocoo 1926 Bemol omBgéoy Bogotrcos, 2 362 510 oeodoobo (sbmgémdcos.’
1926 Bemol Loddmoms 3033060L Loymggemmem smBg&om 30 1339 — 2 677
233.% 1917 Bemob 3mbs3g8gd00, mdocmoliobs o gymoobol gndg6bogddo
3bemgmdes 95 596 mbo gémgbgdol 8mgomodg, bmemm 1926 Bgemb 30
113 298.° g308meoal, 9 Bemol gob3ogemmdodo Logstrmggemml dmbsbemgmds
™bgdol  Bomgemom 13.3  36mgbtom  godbrooems, m™bLgdel goegdg 30
13.1 36mgbhoo, bmenm 08o39 396omedo Lodotrmggemmdo J3bmgbHgde
™bgdol Gomegbmds — 18.5 36m3g9btom. gdmaogorgemo Lhodobho ol
dg006r9d000 9boemaBo 330Rg9bgdL, HMB MLgdel GHomgbmdol 3o 1.4-
396 23t gdmeed ©gLdndemo 3ol dmbobemgmdol 3écolb ¢gd3l. dgbodemme,

6 9396 mmoadg, 6)006006 39036 L\oabésm mbgmol 0300’)60’)80360 mengdo, ., 1990,
33- 38.

7 3omgo 3gésdy, badotmggemml dmbobengmds 1917 Bemol 5Bl obgogoo,
bodotangganmb LL& 3960 &omy&o bhsdobhegg@o beddsémggmm, bysgobhesgéHo
8mo889 N1, 00.,1921, g3. 23-25. 8mbo398L 8mgo39emo 96033060L mamdobs o Joemog
3603060b dmbobemgmdol Homgbmds, Gowgoboy 1926 Bgml Joemodo s®mgabo oo
3g0006980Lol 96 go8mggomggdme.

8 30byobg omIgocmo, bagotmggemmb Bmbobemgmds XVIII-XX Loyznbggddo, 003.,1984, ag.
126.

9 30m6go g3géody, bodocoggamml dmbobemgmds 1917 Bemol sxpBgérols dobgogoo,
33-23-26; 3obobg $om3g0emo, Logdotamggamml dmbobemgmds XVIII-XX Loy 31699830,
33-139.



1917 Bemob Lobmogemm-bodgnébgm smBgés, Gm3gmoy dmbobemgmasbsy
>mBgrcod, 396 oym 3980693600 Bnbho, o33 93 398mbgggede (3omocmgde
bogéonm ogdbgde yggemobongol. Lhodobhoznéo 8mbozgdgdom, s6og00m060
396m30c0L 339 96 BBL. 30bodom, mbyto  dmbobemgmdol oo
0gdohgds E9Ldndema 30l dmbobemgmdol 3ol hgddl. donbgosgoce 0daby,
603 Imbobemgmdol 36500l 06580 30L 6oem0do 39bmz0l goBmEobogl, gl
300b(3 96 960L Lo 38560b0 obhmEonemo byGsmab sembswggboce.

bocmboo ogoes Logotmggamml  (hgbohmernsdy dnwsd brogdmeoo,
mbné)o dmbobemgmdals 06(535[)0‘360 Bodmbobemgos 30 XVII-XVIII Loy sybggede
o0bym. XVIIT Loygnbgdo ¢Hgédobo ,Lodbérge mlgmo” Logbomme o6
oébgbmbq:o, 308603, 0005033@(4)0033 6)3[}3@0 o baBoéoOoboI]Q)o Bbos-
3oemol  3meogogneo  BEggdel, obhmEozmbgdols o  3EBM3sg6c0l
3h3opg%00:, Lodbergo mbgmo Gnlgml 396 30g3 1774 Bgemb dgygerocos.t®
Lobodogoemgdo (3bobgoemal Ggzombo doGoem-3obgemol Lodgaaml bsBocmo
ogm > b Jobomggmo ggmeoemgde o6mogrbgb. 08bsboc (3bobgocmbo
©> 30l 803ogdotrg Lemagemgddo mbgdo Logemme o6 (3bmgemdbgb. domo
396Lobemgdel dotomoee 96goemo oo Joboemol dmosbo Bmemo aym.!!
Glyemo 36m3030bwd 30 B1lgo-mbdoemgmb dméol 1774 Bgemb cogdyen
803l 94600bmds, Joybgrogoce 08obo, 6@ Bogdo mlgmo boblLgbgdoy 96 o&ob.
8030l 21-9 3nbemol dobgrogeom, Gnbgeal ogd393goeegdcde  gocogod
oo > Jpotg yodotrm ((36mdommos, ©Hm8 03 EMH®L  Yyodsboml
©°4398c0905690030 dgoomeed ol (hgbohmens, Gm3gembsy mbgme gédss,
obemo 30 Béommm mbgol yBmegdgh). dbg ™8, (3bobgocmol Ggz0mborob
03 Bogl 96065060 3933060 96 3dmbrod™ o gb yzgemoggeo, Bgtommmdono

10  https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2662863.html 31.05.2021; Mapuam JlopakunaHunase,
leopruii OTxmesypu. Lnaa Kaptau (Mctopuyeckuii akcypc), c6opHnk OCETUHDbI B
py3un., Téunucn, 2015, Crp. 37.

11 23mnmb 0sdedgomo, goemog (3bobgocmols o dobo 803gdotg bmagamgdol smbgérol
@030)6)350 (XVIII bonsnsob I 6053306)0), m?}., 2013, 63.17-18; 22-26; MapmaM
Jlopakunanuase, Feopruii Otxmesypu. LLnaa Kaptam (Uctopuyecknin akckypc). CO0pHMK
OceTuHbl B ['py3uu, cTp. 34.

12 &mmnsbe omoghodgoemo, mbgdo obhmoyen o mobodgotmgg bLogo®mggenmao,
09,.2019, 33.12-14; E. U. ApyxwHuHa, Kiouyk-KaitHapmxuiickuii Mup 1774 roaa (ero
NMoAroToBKa W 3akstoveHmne), Mockea, 1955, cTp. 286; 349-360.
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Byotrmgdol go6d, 3063000 BBl cobopGmyem by mogozoocmye®
©3393893-

Joboem-30bgmdo Gnlgmolb ogés 1784 Bgemb dmgemgboemo Bo6dm-
35003960l bhgazobg dnEr63mgals, Bogés 3gggbocm 63089 Lodb&ge mbgmo
o6 56Lgdmdl o gl HgBohmEns Joboem-30bgmol Ledgegml boBoemoas.
633083 5065360 ,,mbgooo" Bé@oq:m 30330b0c30 o30dbo(6@350.13 1792
Bemob EyLgeol 0339600b mazoosemy®o shemobol Bobgogeo 3o 39g39L00l
Lodgaz0Lboygemml hgtohmEos Lodbégo 39330L003wYg o6 dBggs.™

1801 Bgmb &nlgomel 033gGohmEds  semgdlobeég I-3>  doGorem-
3obgeol Lodgaym mgombgdyéoce goondds o ol hgeohmEos, BmBgmmbogy
gL (3bebgomol Ggz0mbo gBmegds, Lbgs obotBgbo dotammmo 3boéggdals
dbgoglsce Gbgmol 0839600l 8935c0g9bemmdsdo vmdmBbeos. XIX Loysnbgdo
™bgdo 308mbogamge Logdotoggamml bbgos 3mogmmgdmsb gémoce 0839600
603@3638633 033068Q636; 8060@0000@, obobo odOo'aéoQ) 3(*)6050@300?)@635
1804 Bemol 3oroyemgorol o30bygdode, Gndcmol Bobdmdol 393cga Gylyemds
$9680 30000630 9 mlbyco bemoggeme. mbgde dmboBoemgmocbgb 1810-1811
Bemgodo dotonem-30bgomal 8gag0l — g6593emg II-0b — dg0emedgacmol cmgmb
60860000060[) 0305836030. 030588&)[) Qoaoéebabob 333@08 63[}3000[) 563003
o 350 09399c0gd0698530 Iymazds Jotrornemds doemo(3008 $o30L bgmdado 20
benggemo gooBgo. Leodbigmmm m3gooigool émb oomyds 100-3g dghoe
mbo. b

(0968060 ,L3bE g MLgeme” Jarggmmoce XIX Loyznbgdo, 396dmco, 1830
53@[} 808800 »Tndnucckme BegomocT”-do 8030055@0, 0')'33(30 RY:| @36)306[}
™g0[300c07E0 360336900 96 3dmbrod o doemnsb 03g00moce 0ygbgdcbyb. '

1843 Bgmmb  Logoeoggemm-0dgégmol  gnogébool  (hgbodhmenol
ROz gddo gm0l 80860l godmgym o (30em3g BoBmysemodeos mlgomol

13 [DxoHao MBacanua, LUvaa Kaptiun n OceTuHckas npobnema, coopHuk OCeTHHbI B
Ipy3un., Téunucu, 2015, Ctp. 65.

14  Atnac Poccuiickoit umMnepumn, CaHkT-MeTtepbypr, 1792, nuct 43.

15  AxTbl cob6paHble KaBka3sckon Apxoerpaduyeckoit kommuccuelt T.4, Tudnucs,
1870, cTp.466; Gmemobee oxmagBodgoemo, mbgdo obhmGoyem o mobsdgrtmag
bogo®aggemmdo, 15-16.

16  ConomoH Jlekuwsunum, Koraa Bo3HWK TepMUH,, IOxHas OceTusi»?, c6opHuK OCeTUHbI B
Ipy3un, Téunucu, 2015, ctp.206-216.



#3670 " (memdo), GmIgemoy 390ggdmed §930L, 3o¢ets asbgabe oo
6560l 1dbgdolgob. gL ,m36Mze” ®gzbgmoe  (3bobgocmol  Ggz0mbols
©oobemmgdeom 39Lodgel dmoogd o 396 bnem 3mdo bobl osélgds. 1859
B9l mbgoob ,m36mg0” 6ol 6ol go8m 3emgdem 3g3emog gmeal 85860l
©o¥6600d > 3000l Mbgmal bsdmemogom Ndobo gbmes.

1917 Bgemb 63Lgorel 033960080 oo (33cmomgdgde ooBym. mgdgég-
ol Gggmemy3eol 25 mghm8dghl dmmdggognéo gomohGooemgds dmayge.
3933°Lool gz0mbo IghErm3memosl Bodmbzoemees. mdoemoldo émgdoma
3Bo6mggemmdomo mEgobm — 83096 30535b00l  3mBobotoshe — dgogdbe.
3039303980 LogoGmggemmBn 3m3yemotmdnm o6 Lot ggdenmdobgb, o33
doemoyagemgdol bgemdo Boboggsse yggems 8gmmel 80356003w06496. olobo
L3906 ELOYOEYBL Blmagmmom m3oligob gomommorm 960l 3oEgabs oo
139%ymagocmm gamgbgddo 9dgdbgb o domo Lodnoemgdem 3gostomgdnem
6083930 §36ocobgb.

beo30oem6mob géomo Gggmemy300d 96mgbnmo 03000353me 33930L
bogomboy  ofpygoemyto  gobos. 1917-1918 Bemgddo 3does  Jotroremdo
Igbmgergdo ™bgde (30em39 LoAoBEG™  odababhGoponmo gémdal Bodm-
goemadgdol ombmgobgb. 1917 EBgeml, 6nlgomoel Gggmemyzogdol bobodo,
od0emolbobs o gnorwobol gndgébosde 95 596 mbo (3bmgbHmdeos. domgob
y39emo8g dgtho — 61 584 — gm0l 39836030, Bl Lo Imbobengmds
222 693 5c053006b 3gocoggbos. dgemol 39860l 67 931 dcmbobemoob 30 19
392 ogm gobogneroe mbo.!® gméol 858630 mbgde ywaglb P3Eegemgbmdsl
390003960696 30l mbgmol Ledmemogom 339630, Loog 5 Lobmogemm
beBmgocomgdol (§030b, ygdyemmol, Hm30b, mExhgzel, Bxbotol) 33300060 21
073 505305600006 @000gdol yggemo (20 414) mbos. ogogg Lybocmo 33od3L
gm6bob3ogg, bocosy 5271 33bmgrgdocosb 5211 mbo oym.!? o3 3ggbgds Jocmog

17 [xongo MBacanua, Lnaa Kaptan n OcetuHckas npobnema, c6opHuk OCeTUHbI B
'py3un, ctp. 66-67.

18  gomérgo o3geaady, Lado®mgganmb 8mbobemgmds 1917 Bemob smEBg&ol dobgeogoo,
Logo®oggenmb Ll 396h&ocmn®o bhohobhogneo bedBstmggem, Lagobhoggéo
3mo8dg N1. 000.1921. gs. 14; 23-25.

19 TaliMypas TaaTaes, tOxHas Occetus B 1920 roay (yact 1), BectHuk CeBepo-
OCeTUHCKOro rocyaapCcTBEHHOro yHMBepcuTeTa uM. K.J1. XeTaryposa, O6LIecTBEHHblE
Haykn 2015, N 2, BnagukaBskas, cTp.55.



Bbos3o@b, 8olio ambobqagmbo 0d @600[) 5033 8mbob@ob606 33@88&\0@0 ©o
dbmemmee 533 oym goobo3yéo mbo.?

1917 Bemob 15-17 093938965L (3bobgoemdo goadetrms Ledberger mlgomol
©9mg9goh?> Igmbg yboemmds. yeommdsdg soBogl Ledbége mlgomol
9603670 Lodgm o Joomgl HgBmemy 309, HmBgemdoy Lodb&ge mligmobogal
BOBNM 0300038560390 dob Jobodqdal byérgoeml g0dmandgedobgb. 1918
Bemob 10 006g06L Lodbéger mlgmael gémgbyemds Loddmd 530gé 3933900l
330LoGoohl Botygebs 3Gmgdho LodeBE™  vdabobhGoonmo mgom-
33oGmggmmo gemgnemol Bodmyoemndgdol 3gbobgd.?! sommgemyo dmem-
393039%0, dLggg 800 Jogés Bogdgdgdnemo g mbhoob EUdGNBgINm0 Foéol-
3939%0Ls > gemgbgdal boBoemo dgootomgdym 698398l J360cbgb. olobo
304L08y3 — doemoyaaemgdol bgemdo Robisgogdoce, 3060833 30 ymegomo crogo00-
ogsonéabob 60633\)-8@830bm30b obéquﬁss. boGnoBoob 08630336Qo
3emgbgdobongol 3360336gemmgobglo o $96 3093 gooydegemo 8oBol
bogombo. 1918 Bemol 00bg06-0gdgergoemdo gyeooldo, gméls s mgemogde
3obmmoggdnymo gotommo 3mem3gdol géor boBoemdo oym dmemdggegnéo
393mlgemgde, Hmmmgdoy 33960008 Boobdm.? 0do39 3g60mode 3t mbhocosb
@6636363@80 ooosoBSéao ob03 ba636m330 50036005@0@ 3060[)303350005
9mo gmernl 8086030 dgddbo 300- 30130960 ™y dgooGomgdnmmo G880
©° Jomggmmo 0og0-98bo7egdol oBom3gds o0Bym. gmeol LdoBG™m
docmo(z00l m3gGohoymmo dmbogdgdo doemosh 3dadg Ln@oml ggobodogl:
08d3mbgdnmgdds godoé3ggl o goobggl gmerel 3986al 30-3cog Lmoggemo,
6589300 dm30mgL, o639l 96 obgGohgl sorgnEmmdam vs80sko.? ,bmaggemm
ym6boldo  goemoob-303330060  93mbygghoen  bgbgyemadggdl  gémo  d8s
3oo6Bs, HmBgemdo3 bgool 3goagote mogo. gogdigneml gdglo (3bgbmbobo
mbo o9369L. o0dodql, 393369L oo Booygobgl... ooebym olg: mlgdol
benggem  doemonol 28 00bgoél dglcogs dohobgo. yboemmdod sogobs

20 gomégo g3géodg, bogeamggemml dmbobemgmds 1917 Bemol 0Byl 8obgogoo, 33.25.
21 09396 omoady, BngmE 3g0ddbs Lodbergm mbgmol sghmbmBon®o mendo, 33.15-18.
22 aodgmo ,960mmds”, 1918 Bemol ;mgdgéagoemo: N31; N 32; N36; N42; N43: N45.
23 bopbba Tpyaswmxcs KOro-Ocetumn 3a CoBeTckyto BnacTb 1917-1921 rr., JoKyMeHTbI
n Matepuansl, CranuHup, 1960, CTp .17-18; 3moo good3meos, mbn®o 8omo o



03068863@0 (")L\O 6@@88303360[} 6)0880

39906dmemml 303000986560, ™o mob 3g8rgg dgoobomgdnmmo ¥Gdm
©o3ygd> Lomogemgdl: 930bmb, od0ll, Bgermboll, ogemggl o  36memggL.
306805 (O EOEG3O MOgoe 9BBYMbo..." ! bt sLgmo mogrslbdgdo
™gob0Bgdymo bobosmol aym.

1918 Bemob  oLoByoldo  doemolbdo Jgoddbo  Lodb&ger  mbgool
dmemdggognto  mEgobodogos ,Bgédgbn”,  GmBgmoy  dggoce  EBnbgoal
600@33303360 306000[} ooboqmbob 3m3003®30, 60080068 6000053@0
™Ergobodooo.  ,Rgedgbolb”  Bgargdo  85d0bgg  Ignogbgb  3ErM3szbol
dos  gotronemol mlyé Lmogemgddo. olobo dmemdggogyto 3oéhoobs o
(3bobgocmol  Ggz0mbol  Lmggemgdol  8mbobemgmdel  o8s39330698gemo
Ggmemol o3ybgizool  oLEYEgdbgb. LEBmEgE dome 8gdggmdom 393803
©696 dmm3g3039%0 396ygdol €59300630.% 58096 30330L00l 3BobotroohBo
B9LE0goL smboggbsc 8986030 ggotagemms (Hodgbody sbgymo gogBaghs
96m369300 mbo 3mbho yoBoggol (yoBodgomo) 3gmonemdom. gméol 353600

24 398, ,Lodotranggemm” 1918 Bamol 14 orgdgéagscmo, N 36, 33. 4.
25 3. 3emoggo, Lodberge mlgmael dmendggogn®o mgsbodszool bLsdérdmenm 33s, 0d.,1978,
a3- 6-9.



d0dco0botrg dmgemgbgdol 3ooemgmn®o 1918 Bemolb doéhdo Joérggemo
dbemagemom m8ob 39330L00l EMbHBY Lodédmenm dmgd8ggdgde goboobeme
™bBooneds 968008, 9dohmd 93096 30535L00l  3mBobotoshds Lodbgom
65Bocmgde 3embhol 396 gooolEmEY. 08 EOH®L gm0l 8536030 Bmmotrgdy
60830 300093 Y™ dbnbhgds 3mBobotashol obgesy 8606 Lodbgotm
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA AND
BOLSHEVIK UPRISINGS IN THE TSKHINVALI REGION
IN 1918-1920

On July 9, 2019, the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, stated
that the Georgian Army had acted brutally in Ossetia in 1919-1920, noting that this
is exactly what today is called genocide.! On July 19, 2019, the Tskhinvali occupation
regime appealed to the Russian authorities to recognize the genocide against Osse-
tians committed by Georgia.? In September of the same year, a working group was
set up in the Russian State Duma to study the issue.? In 2020, the occupied Tskhin-
vali declared June 20 as the “"Day of Genocide.” The issue of “genocide” is not new,
and often comes to the fore in parallel with tense political events. The basis for all
this was laid on September 20, 1990, when the Council of the Autonomous District
of South Ossetia qualified the 1920 events as genocide. Later, in 2007, the so-called
parliament of South Ossetia described the events of 1918-1920 as “a struggle for
national liberation of the Ossetian people,” and the action of the Georgian govern-
ment as “genocide against the Ossetians.”™

The issue is politicized, which creates a basis for the distortion of historical re-
ality and complicates research. Our goal is to analyze all available data — published
documents and works, unknown and unpublished archival documents, press, and
the memories of those involved — so as to objectively recount what happened in the
Tskhinvali region a century ago. Historian Levan Toidze wrote: "It is said that the
truth heals the wounds. We need to establish an objective history, not to reproach
each other, but to establish the truth and learn lessons for the future.”®

Genocide is best seen in population dynamics. In a case of genocide, the pop-
ulation decreases sharply. Let's see what the situation was with the Ossetians in this

https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2662863.html 31.05.2021
https://ria.ru/20190719/1556702355.html 31.05. 2021
http://duma.gov.ru/news/46172/ 31.05.2021
https://tass.ru/mezhdunarodnaya-panorama/8777475 31.05.202
http://osinform.org/4518-deklaratsija_o_genotside_1920_goda_v_juzhnoj_osetii.html
31.05.2021 https://regnum.ru/news/society/727409.html| 31.05.2021
6 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was Established, Tbilisi,
1990, p. 38. (in Georgian)
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regard, using a comparative analysis of the 1917 agricultural census of the Russian
Empire and the 1926 Soviet general census. According to the 1917 census of the
Russian Empire, a total of 2,362,510 people lived’ in the area, while the 1926 cen-
sus reports 2,677,233 inhabitants.® According to these censuses, there were 95,596
Ossetians living in the provinces of Thilisi and Kutaisi in 1917, and 113,298 in 1926.°
Thus, during this nine-year period, the Georgian population, including Ossetians,
increased by 13.3%, and excluding Ossetians by 13.1%. The number of Ossetians
living in Georgia increased by 18.5% during the same period. A comparative analysis
of demographic statistics shows that the increase in the number of Ossetians 1.4
times exceeded the growth rate of the population of the republic overall. Perhaps
the 1917 agricultural census, which also counted the population, was not thoroughly
accurate, although in this case, the error would have been common. According to
the statistics, there is no evidence of genocide. On the contrary, the Ossetian pop-
ulation was growing faster than the population of the republic. Although analysis
of the population growth dynamics rules out genocide, it is still not sufficient for a
complete restoration of the historical picture.

The migration of peoples has always taken place on the territory of Georgia,
but the settlement of the Ossetian population became intensive in the 17"-18®
centuries. The term “South Ossetia” did not exist at all in the 18% century, but ac-
cording to modern Russian and separatist Tskhinvali political circles, historians and
propagandists, “South Ossetia” joined Russia as early as in 1774.1° In fact, back
then, the Tskhinvali region was part of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti and was ruled
by Georgian feudals. Further, at that time, Ossetians did not live in Tskhinvali and its
surrounding villages at all: The main area of their settlement was the mountainous
strip of Shida Kartli.!* The Russian propaganda is based on the Russo-Ottoman truce

7 Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 census, Central Statistics
Division of the Georgian SSR, Statistics Dispatch N1, Thilisi, 1921, p. 23-25. (in Go-
ergian). We excluded the data of the population of the Artvin district and the city of
Artvin, since the city of Artvin and the district of Artvin were no longer part of Georgia
in 1926. As such, this data would not be useful in comparison.

8 Vakhtang Jaoshvili, Georgian population in the XVIII-XX centuries, Thilisi, 1984, p.
126. (in Georgian).

9 Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 census, p. 23-26;
Vakhtang Jaoshvili. Population of Georgia in XVIII-XX centuries, p. 139.

10 https://regnum.ru/news/polit/2662863.html 31.05.2021; Mapuvam JlopakvnaHuase,
[eopruit OTxmesypw, Lnaga Kaptnm (Uctopuyeckuin akcypc), C6opHUK OCETUHBI B
Ipy3un, Téunucu, 2015, c. 37.

11 Apollon Tabuashvili. Census books of the city of Tskhinvali and its surrounding
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of 1774, despite the fact that Ossetia is not even mentioned in the truce. According
to Article 21 of the armistice, large and small Kabardino was transferred to Russia
(it is known that at that time, Kabardino also included the territory called Ossetia,
now called North Ossetia). This truce had nothing to do with the Tskhinvali region at
all,*? a fact that, aside from in written documents, can be well seen on contemporary
official Russian maps.

In 1784, a representative of Russia, Stepan Burnashev, who was dispatched to
Kartli-Kakheti, compiled a map. There is no South Ossetia on the map, which shows
this territory as part of the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti. On the map, the inscription
“Ossetia” is seen in the North Caucasus.'* According to the 1792 official atlas of the
Russian Empire, the territory of the Caucasus Viceroyalty did not extend to the South
Caucasus.'*

In 1801, Russian Emperor Alexander I abolished the Kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti,
and the territory of the present-day Tskhinvali region, like other Georgian regions,
became part of the Russian Empire. In the 19% century, the Ossetians, along with
other highlanders in eastern Georgia, revolted against the Empire several times. For
example, they took an active part in the 1804 Mtiuleti uprising, after the suppression
of which Russian troops burned down nine Ossetian villages. Ossetians also took
part in the 1810-1811 uprising of Leon Bagrationi, grandson of King Erekle II. After
the defeat of the uprising, the Russian Army and its subordinated Georgian militia
burned 20 villages in the Java Gorge. More than 100 Ossetians were killed as part
of the punitive operation.*®

The term South Ossetia first appeared in the 19 century, in particular in the
1830 newspaper “Tudnucckme Begomoctn”, although the term had no official mean-
ing and was rarely used.!¢

villages (late XVIII century), Thilisi, 2013, p. 17-18; 22-26 (in Georgian); Mapuam
Jlopakunanunaze, Feopruii OTxmesypu, Lnaa Kaptnu (McTopuyeckuii akcypc),
C6opHuKk OceTuHbl B 'py3un, c. 34.

12 Roland Topchishvili, Ossetians in Historical and Modern Georgia, Tbilisi, 2019, p.
12-14 (in Georgian); E. W. OpyxuHuHa Kiouyk-KanHapmxuiickuii Mup 1774 ropa (ero
noAroToBka M 3akntoyeHue). Mocksa, 1955, c. 286; 349-360.

13 [xoHpo MBacanua, Lnaa Kaptnu n OceTuHckas npobnema, C60pHUK OCeTUHbI B
Ipy3uu, Téunucu, 2015, c. 65.

14 Atnac Poccuiickoit umnepun, CaHkT-MeTtepbypr, 1792, nuct 43.

15  AkTbl cobpaHHble KaBka3sckoii Apxoerpaduyeckori komuccueir, T. 4, Tucdnucs, 1870,
c. 466; Roland Topchishvili, Ossetians in Historical and Modern Georgia, p. 15-16.

16  ConomoH Jleknwsunn, Koraa Bo3HUK TepMuH,, tOxHas OceTns»?, C60pHUK OCETUHbI B
Ipy3uun, Téunucu, 2015, c. 206-216.
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In 1843, on the territory of the Georgia-Imereti governorate, the Ossetian
Okrug was formed, separating from Gori Uezd (County). It consisted of the Java,
Patara Liakhvi and Nari districts. This Okrug covered about a third of the present-day
Tskhinvali region and existed for a short period of time. In 1859, the Ossetian Okrug,
with the exception of the Nari district, returned to the Gori Uezd and was renamed
“the Police District of Mountainous Ossetia.”’

In 1917, great changes began in the Russian Empire. The February Revolution
was followed by the Bolshevik coup on October 25. The Caucasus region moved
away from the metropolis and a temporary governing body, the Transcaucasian
Commissariat, was established in Tbilisi. The Bolsheviks were not popular in Geor-
gia; however, they used all methods to seize power, seeking support in war-weary
soldiers and disgruntled peasants, and through them forming armed detachments.

Along with the social, the revolution also raised the issue of national self-deter-
mination. In 1917-1918, Ossetians living in Shida Kartli demanded the establishment
of a separate provincial administrative nation (Eroba). In 1917, during the Russian
revolutions, 95,596 Ossetians lived in the governorate of Tbilisi and Kutaisi. Most of
them, 61,584, in the Gori Uezd, which had a total population of 222,693 people. Of
67,931 residents of the Dusheti Uezd, 19,392 were ethnic Ossetians.!® In the Gori
Uezd, most Ossetians were in the Police District of Mountainous Ossetia, where the
majority of the 21,073 people living in the five rural communities there (Java, Ke-
multa, Roki, Ortevi, Tsunari) were Ossetians (20,414 people). The same picture was
seen in Kornisi, where 5211 out of 5271 inhabitants were also Ossetian. *° In the city
of Tskhinvali, its population at that time consisted of 5033 people and only 533 of
them were ethnic Ossetian.?

The second congress of South Ossetian delegates was held in Tskhinvali on
December 15-17, 1917. The congress elected the National Council of South Ossetia
and adopted a resolution which expressed a desire to grant broad self-government
to South Ossetia. On January 10, 1918, the National Council of South Ossetia sub-
mitted a project for the establishment of a self-governing Uezd to the Transcau-

17 [xoHpo MBacanua, Wnaga Kaptnm n OceTuHckast npobnema, céopHuk OCeTUHbI B
I'py3uu, c. 66-67.

18 Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 census, p. 14; 23-25.

19 Talmypa3s TagTaes, OxHas Occetus B 1920 rogy (4actb 1), BecTHuk CeBepo-
OCeTMHCKOro rocylapCcTBeHHOro yHuBepcuteTa uM. K.J1. Xetaryposa, Ob6LIecTBEHHblE
Hayku, Bnagukaskas, 2015, N 2, c. 55.

20 Giorgi Peradze, Population of Georgia according to the 1917 census, p. 25.
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casian Commissariat.! At the same time, the Bolsheviks and, instigated by them,
some soldiers and peasants who had recently returned from the front, were forming
armed detachments. They were preparing, at most, to seize power, and at least to
plunder the former nobility. The unresolved issue of land further aggravated the
situation. In January-February 1918, Bolshevik demonstrations took place in one of
the Georgian regiments stationed in Kutaisi, Gori and Telavi. These were suppressed
by the Guards.? At the same time, Officer Isak Kharebov, who had returned from
the front, together with his front-line soldiers, formed a detachment of 300 armed
Ossetians in the Gori Uezd and began attacking the Georgian nobles. The operative
data of the Gori regional militia paint a very tough picture: Insurgents looted and
burned about 30 villages in the Uezd, and tortured, killed, burned or shot dozens of
people.? “In the village of Kornisi, only one brother survived from the Kherkheulidze
family, all women and children of which were exterminated. He escaped to Khviti,
chased by six Ossetian cavalrymen. He was captured, chained, and taken away ...
It started like this: an assembly meeting was held in the Ossetian village of Balta on
January 28. The assembly decided to fight the nobles. Two days later, armed crowds
grew from the villages of Abano, Abis, Tseronis, Avlev and Knolev. The nobles were
dispersed...”?* In most cases, such attacks were well-organized.

At the beginning of 1918, the Chermen Bolshevik Organization of South Osse-
tian was established in Tbilisi, which, as a regional organization, joined the Thilisi
Committee of the Russian Bolshevik Party. Members of the Chermen immediately
started propaganda in the Ossetian villages of Shida Kartli, acting as a link between
the Bolshevik Party and the population of the villages in the Tskhinvali region. The
Bolsheviks planned an uprising in the region with the help of this organization.?
The Transcaucasian Commissariat sent several hundred Guards, headed by Ossetian
Kosta Kaziyev (Kazishvili), to restore order in the Uezd. In March 1918, in parallel
with the events in the Gori Uezd, the Ottoman Army resumed hostilities on the Cau-
casus front, so the Transcaucasian Commissariat dispatched its military units there.
At that time, the looting band in Gori Uezd further weakened the already scarce

21 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was Established, p. 15-18.

22 Newspaper Ertoba, February 1918: N31; N 32; N36; N42; N43: N45.

23 bopbba Tpyaawmxcsa Oro-Ocetnm 3a CoseTckyto Bnactb 1917-1921 rr., [JokyMeHTbI 1
Matepuanel, Ctranuuup, 1960, c. 17-18; Shota Vadachkoria, Ossetian Myth and Geor-
gian Reality (in response to Ossetian historians), Thilisi, 2012, p. 5-7.

24  Newspaper Sakartvelo, February 114, 1918, N 36, p. 4.

25 B. Pliev, The Combat Road of the Bolshevik Organization of South Ossetia, Thilisi,
1978, p. 6-9.
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A squad of rebellious Ossetian Bolsheviks

military capabilities of the Commissariat.

On March 2-4, 1918, at the first session of the National Council of South Osse-
tia, lawmakers discussed the need to fight the Ottomans, and condemned the unrest
in the region.?® Nevertheless, the situation only worsened, seeing the population,
encouraged by the Bolsheviks, preparing for an uprising. The Guards devised a plan
for their disarmament. On March 13, Kaziyev tried to take weapons away from the
population of the village of Eredvi, but was ambushed by a Bolshevik detachment
and forced to retreat to Tskhinvali. The next day, March 14, members of the Pre-
sidium of the Revolutionary Peasants Union gathered in the village of Vanati and
decided to retain their weapons. They set up a revolutionary tribunal and scheduled
a rally in the village of Vanati the next day.”

On March 15-16, insurgents approached Tskhinvali and issued an ultimatum
to the government. They demanded the immediate redistribution of lands and the
expulsion of the nobles from the Gori Uezd.?® Giorgi Machabeli, Commissioner of the

26 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was Established, p. 18-19.

27 3. H. BaHees, W. B. Jory3os, 13 McTopun 60pbbbl Tpyasiwmxca KOro-Ocetun 3a
CoBeTckyto Bnactb, CtanumHup, 1957, c. 11.

28 bopbba Tpyaswmxcsa KOro-Ocetum 3a CoBeTckyto Bnactb 1917-1921 rr., c. 24-25.
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Gori Uezd, arrived in Tskhinvali with a detachment of Guards to help Kosta Kaziyev.
Giorgi Gagloev, a member of the Transcaucasian Seim and the Chairman of the
South Ossetian National Council, Kirile Ninidze, a member of the Seim, and Sandro
Ketskhoveli, a veteran revolutionary, arrived to settle the situation in Tskhinvali.?

The negotiations were unsuccessful. The rebels seized Tskhinvali and captured
the defeated guardsmen. Giorgi Machabeli, Sandro Ketskhoveli and Kosta Kaziyev
were killed. Their corpses were mutilated. The body of Sandro Ketskhoveli was
thrown in the street and a phaeton was driven over him.3°

A large part of the population of Tskhinvali fled as a mob of insurgents looted
the city. About 800 guardsmen with artillery were sent to restore order in the Uezd.
On March 22, the Guards occupied the city almost without a fight.3!

After entering Tskhinvali, in order to avoid bloodshed, Valiko Jugheli set the
following conditions to the rebels who had retreated to Kekhvi: 1. Immediately hand
over their weapons; 2. Hand over persons guilty of insurrection; 3. Hand over the
killers of Kosta Kazishvili, Sandro Ketskhoveli and Giorgi Machabeli; 4. Release all
captured guardsmen; 5. Liquidate the uprising; 6. Return stolen goods to Tskhin-
vali. The response of the rebel headquarters was cynical: 1. We will not hand over
our weapons; 2. Kazishvili, Machabeli and Ketskhoveli were the perpetrators of the
uprising. They are at your disposal, do whatever you want to do with them; 3. The
killers of your comrades were bullets, look for them on the battlefield; 4. We will
only exchange captives; 5. We will withdraw from our positions when the Guards are
back; 6. We did not rob anyone: you and your guardsmen robbed the peasants, so
you must return loot to us.®

After this response, government forces restored order in the region within a
few days. Valiko Jugheli sent a telegram to the government saying that they were
acting with great caution in order not to deepen the gap that had arisen after the
provocation. “On March 22, our Red Guards captured Tskhinvali and its environs.
The enemy did not fight, and fled to the mountains before our arrival... Our artillery
saved the villages and fired grenades at the enemy as it was leaving.”

29 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was Established, p. 23-25.

30 Newspaper Ertoba, March 28, 1918, N 71, p. 3; Newspaper Sakartvelo, March 25,
1918, N66, p. 3.

31 Shota Vadachkoria, Ossetian Separatism and Georgian Reality (1917-1925), Thilisi,
2017, p. 23-25 (in Georgian); Newspaper Ertoba, March 23, 1918, N 67, p. 2; News-
paper Ertoba, March 24, 1918, N 68, p. 1.

32 bopbba Tpyaswmxca KOro-Ocetnm 3a CoseTckyto Bnactb 1917-1921 rr., c. 35.

33 Newspaper Ertoba, March 24, 1918, N 68, p. 1-2.
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On March 28, near Java, an agreement
was reached between the government and the
insurgents to cease hostilities, exchange pris-
oners, hand over weapons, and punish the per-
petrators. The Commission of Inquiry arrested
92 people, but only 12 were convicted of active
participation in the uprising and 32 of aiding
and abetting the uprising. The remaining 48
were found not guilty. The agreement to hand
over weapons was not fulfilled, with the rebels
returning only cannons to the government, not
rifles or machine guns.3* Later, Soviet historiog-
raphy viewed the peace agreement through
the lense of the rebels saving their forces to
be prepared for new battles.*® Indeed, in the
same year, Bolshevik Ossetians from the Tskh-
invali region took part in two more uprisings, in Sachkhere and the Dusheti Uezd.3®
The response of the government forces against them was light, as they did not fully
disarm the population.

In April 1918, the Transcaucasian Federal Republic was established in place of
the Transcaucasian Commissariat. However, it existed for only one month as a result
of the influence of external factors. On May 26, 1918, Georgia left the Federation
and declared independence. Two days later, Armenia and Azerbaijan also declared
independence.

The ongoing anti-state uprising in the Tskhinvali region in March 1918, as well
as periodic peasant rallies in the Lechkhumi and Dusheti Uezds, Sachkhere and
Samegrelo, throughout 1918, were organized by the Bolshevik Party and aimed
at seizing power. The Georgian and Ossetian Bolsheviks involved in the uprising,
alongside non-partisan people who were inspired by their promises, represented a

Sandro Ketskhoveli

34 b. 3. MNnues, bopbba Tpyasumxcs FOxHon Ocetun 3a CoBeTCKyto BnacTb B 1917-
1921rr., Lixuneanu, 1977, c. 87-88; B. [. LixoBpebos, 13 nctopuu tOro-OceTnHckom
opranu3aummn Kn I'pysun (1917-1925 rr), Uxuneanu, 1981, c. 64; Ouepku Victopum
Oro-Ocetun, Tom I, UxmHBanu, 1969, c. 247.

35 b.3. Mnues, bopbba Tpyaswmxcs KOxHon OceTun 3a CoBeTCKyto BnacTb B 1917-
1921rr., c. 88.

36 Central Archive of Contemporary History of Georgia, 284/ 1/ 150, Fol. 143-144.



Georgian Artillerists

minority of the population, albeit one which was armed. It could be said that these
uprisings were of a socio-political nature, but the young Georgian state still dealt
with them: on the one hand, defending the state, and on the other, dealing with the
insurgents as tactfully and cautiously as possible.

In general, the Bolsheviks gained great influence in the mountainous part of
Shida Kartli. The Caucasus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party
sent Filipp Makharadze, Mikha Tskhakaia and other influential Bolsheviks to the Os-
setian-populated part of Kartli. Together with local Bolsheviks, they prepared the
ground for a decisive struggle against the Republic of Georgia and for the seizure
of power.>”

In 1918-1919, the rule of the Republic of Georgia was slightly extended in Java,
Roki and the mountainous part of Kartli, which was inhabited by Ossetians. The
Bolsheviks disrupted local government (local self-government) and even constituent
assembly elections in Java, while in other parts of the Gori Uezd, including in the
Tskhinvali district and villages inhabited by Ossetians or mixed Georgian-Ossetian

37 B. Pliey, Fighting Road of the Bolshevik Organization of South Ossetia, Thilisi, 1978, p.
11-13.
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population, both elections were held democratically. In the Gori Uezd, the Social
Democratic Party won 93% of the vote (turnout 50.56%) in the local government
elections and 96% (turnout 81%) in the constituent assembly elections.3

The Georgian state tried not to irritate the Ossetian population of the Shida
Kartli highlands and to solve the problem democratically. However, at the same time,
the Caucasus Regional Committee of the Communist Party was ideologically upris-
ing, arming, and preparing the population for a struggle against the sovereign state.

The Act of Independence of Georgia stated that the Democratic Republic of
Georgia would open a free arena for the development of all nations living on its
territory. However, this did not mean that any nation or ethnic group had the right to
alienate one part of Georgia’s territory and annex it to another state. In 1918-1919,
despite the anti-state activities of the Bolsheviks, the Georgian government and the
Ossetian National Council reviewed projects and discussed what kind of self-gov-
ernment or autonomy could be granted to the Ossetians living in Georgia. Projects
fluctuated between autonomous canton and certain Uezd but a new uprising in late
October 1919 contributed to the negative resolution of the project.*® Yet, no-one
denied the cultural and national rights of the local ethnic minority. The right to be
taught in schools in the language of national minorities and to establish cultural or
community organizations was not questioned. If any national minority exceeded
20% of the population in local self-government, the minority could request to con-
duct business in state and public institutions in their native language, in addition to
the state one. These rights were reflected in the Constitution.*® There were several
Ossetian lawmakers in the Georgian National Council and later in the Constituent
Assembly.** In Ossetian-populated areas, Ossetians were mostly appointed to ad-
ministrative positions. For example, the Commissioner of “*Mountainous Ossetia” was

38 Irakli Khvadagiani, Self-Government Reform in the Republic of Georgia 1918, Vol-
ume I, Thilisi, 2017, p. 166-167 (in Georgian); http://firstrepublic.ge/ka/theme/66
17.10.2021

39 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was Created, p. 31-32;
Shota Vadachkoria, Ossetian Separatism and the Georgian Reality (1917-1925), p.
112-146.

40 The Constitution of Georgia, adopted by the Constituent Assembly on February 21,
1921, Batumi, 1921, p. 36-37 (in Georgian).

41 Stephen Jones, Formation of Democracy in Georgia 1918-1921, Remembering the
Democratic Republic of Georgia One Hundred Years Later — A Model for Europe?, Pro-
ceedings of the International Scientific Forum, Tbilisi, 2018, p. 41, 47 (in Georgian);
Otar Janelidze, Essays on the History of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, Thilisi,
2018, p. 181 (in Georgian).
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The first underground district committee of South Ossetian Bolsheviks 1919
Standing: Gagloev Sergey, Abaev Alexander
Sitting: Pliev Aron, Jatiev Alexander, Sanakoev Vladimir
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Khariton Gasiyev, and the Head of the Tskhinvali district militia Sardion Kharebov.*
There were 48 Ossetian schools.*

In December 1918, the Bolsheviks gained a majority in the new Ossetian Na-
tional Council. They did not recognize the Georgian government, ignored the latter’s
laws, and disrupted the elections in the Java mountainous strip. In contrast, on
February 26, 1919, at an assembly of Thilisi-based Ossetian workers, which was
attended by about 100 men, the following was declared: “Establish a strong con-
nection with the village and declare a fierce battle with the Ossetian counter-revolu-
tionary dark forces which are trying to drag the working people of Ossetia into the
adventure of North Ossetia, a national and civil war.”** A short while prior, Ossetian
lawmaker Alexander Parniev, a member of the legislative body, wrote in the Ertoba
newspaper: “Georgian peasants heard the chants of Ossetians. They heard that the
Ossetians are hungry and yet did not start asking ‘who are you, where did you fly
from, what language are you singing in?’ And they lived in brotherhood thereafter...
I think those who dream of creating an independent state of Ossetians either do not
understand the good and the bad in the world, or they want Georgian and Ossetian
democracy in conflict, and to destroy what the people have achieved.”*

From December 1918, the Bolshevik National Council of Ossetia was no longer
subordinate to the central government, so, in May 1919, the central government
dissolved the council.*® The Bolshevik members of the council fled to the mountains
and tried to incite the Ossetians of the mountains and plains to revolt. They lied to
the plain Ossetians that three Ossetian regiments supporting them were deployed in
Java. The plain Ossetians did not succumb to provocation and stated their position
as follows: “They mess things up and then hide in the mountains. We have to pay for
all the misery and anger of the government, and for what? We have no quarrel with
the Georgians, we live with them as brothers, and we will live like this. Those from
Java can go with whomever they want.”” A new Ossetian Congress elected a council
which continued the cooperation with the central government, while the Bolsheviks
continued to operate underground.

42  Central Historical Archive of Georgia, 1863/ 1/ 1376, Fol.5.

43  Central Historical Archive of Georgia, 1935/ 1/ 917, Fol. 1.

44  Newspaper Ertoba, March 1, 1919, N 48, p. 4.

45 Newspaper Ertoba, June 11, 1918, N119, p. 2-3.

46 Levan Toidze, How the South Ossetian Autonomous District was Created, p. 30-31.
47  Newspaper Ertoba, June 5, 1919, N122, p. 3.

65



In the spring of 1919, the Whites* gained advantage in the Russian Civil War.
Anton Denikins* troops occupied the North Caucasus and marched to Moscow. The
Caucasus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party covertly moved from
Vladikavkaz to Georgia and continued its underground activities in Thilisi. In the au-
tumn, on the second anniversary of the October Revolution, the Committee decided
to stage a Bolshevik uprising in Georgia. The Georgian Special Services managed to
arrest the leaders two days before the start of the planned riot.>® The uprising was
delayed; however, the Bolsheviks could not inform the regions in time, and small-
scale riots took place in Guria, Lagodekhi and Samtredia. Anti-state demonstrations
also started in the Ossetian rural community of Roki, which extended to some vil-
lages in Shida Kartli.

According to the plan, an Ossetian detachment was to occupy the city of Gori.
In the first confrontation, they captured the government administration and the
militia, but the government forces easily and quickly repeled them. After defeating
the rebels in the plain, government forces occupied Java and Roki almost without a
fight.>* The leaders of the riot moved to the North Caucasus to begin fighting against
Georgia.> The government forces started disarming the population and seized more
than 5000 weapons of different sorts in the Gori Uezd.>* As one of the leaders of the
uprising, Bolshevik Tsitska Abayev, recalled that the government forces seized few
weapons in the Java and Roki communities, as the Ossetians had managed to hide
many of them. According to another leader of the Bolsheviks, Mate Sanakoev, they
handed over only “useless” weapons to the government and “kept the good ones.”*

A military-field court tried 300 people in the process of suppressing the an-

48 The White movement was a loose confederation of anti-communist forces that fought
the Bolsheviks, in the Russian Civil War.

49  Anton Denikin (1872-1947) — One of the military and political leaders of White move-
ment in the Russian Civil War. In 1918 he became commander of the White forces in
southern Russia.

50 G. Khachapuridze, The fight of the Georgian people for the establishment of Soviet
rule, 1957, p. 238-241 (in Georgian).

51 Ibid, pp. 241-242; Central Historical Archive of Georgia, 1970/ 1/ 7, Fol 3-8; Pliev B.,
The Fighting Road of the Bolshevik Organization of South Ossetia, p. 18-19; B. A.
LixoBpe6oB, U3 nctopumn KOro-OceTmuHckomn opranmsaumum Kn Fpysum (1917-1925 rr), c.
96-99

52 Ibid, p. 99.

53  Central Historical Archive of Georgia, Fund 1970/ 1/ 7, Fol. 9.

54  W3BecTna KOro-OCeTUHCKOro Hay4YHO-MCCneaoBaTelbCKkOro MHCTUTYTa KpaeBeaeHus,
Boinyck II, Ctanuuup, 1935, c. 68-69; 94.
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ti-state uprising in the Gori Uezd. The court ruled to shoot nine people (including one
of the leaders of the uprising, Znaur Aidarov- later, during the Soviet era, the Kornisi
district was named after him), to send 28 people to labour camps, and sentenced 35
to administrative imprisonment.>> According to the field headquarters, minor irreg-
ularities took place during the suppression of the uprising. In particular, one group
of soldiers of the Kakheti Battalion of the Guards stole poultry and small livestock
from the local population. A special commission was set up to investigate the case.>®

In January 1920, after the situation was resolved, the Guards left the Shida
Kartli mountain range, leaving only the administration and a small number of sol-
diers in the valleys.

The 1919 offensive of the Whites was followed by a counterattack of the,,Reds"*”
in the Russian Civil War. The Bolsheviks stopped Denikin’s crusade on Moscow, and
completely occupied the North Caucasus in March 1920. On January 2, 1920, the
Soviet Russian Commissioner for Foreign Affairs, Chicherin, sent a threatening radio
telegram to Georgia, demanding its timely engagement in the fight against Denikin
and the establishment of a military alliance. The Georgian Foreign Minister, Evge-
ni Gegechkori, said in response on January 12 that, although Georgia had had to
defend its integrity from Denikin’s troops several times the previous year, Georgia
could not intervene in the neighbouring country’s civil war and shed Georgian blood
outside the republic. At the same time, Gegechkori expressed his desire for peaceful
and good neighbourly relations.’® In response, on January 13 and 20, 1920, the
Caucasus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party issued two proclama-
tions calling on Georgian, Azerbaijani, and Armenian workers, peasants and soldiers
to revolt.>®

On February 2, Vladimir Lenin himself, in a report on the Russian Central Exec-
utive Committee and the Councils of People’s Commissars, noted: “The governments
of Georgia and Azerbaijan were proposed to reach an agreement against Denikin.
They refused for the reason that they do not interfere in the affairs of foreign states.
Let's see how the workers and peasants of Georgia and Azerbaijani see it.”®® This
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Autumn of 1919 — preparations for the Bolshevik rebellion, Kakheti Region,
Signaghi Uezd, Anaga village




was already a threat which the Bolsheviks had long been working to execute.

On March 17, 1920, Lenin sent the following telegram to Smilga and Orjonikidze,
members of the Revolutionary Military Council of the Caucasus Front: “We desper-
ately need to capture Baku. Direct all events in this direction. At the same time, you
need to show the utmost diplomacy in your statements and achieve the maximum
possible preparedness of the local Soviet authorities. The same applies to Georgia,
but I advise you to be even more careful. Agree with the Commander-in-Chief the
issue of transfer of troops.”* Three days later, on March 20, the Red Army Com-
mand presented a report card to Lenin stating that six divisions from the Caucasus
Front should be deployed against Poland. The remaining military units were not fully
staffed, and in the event Georgia and Azerbaijani prepared for defense, the Red
Army offensive might have failed at first. The Commander-in-Chief of the Red Army,
Sergey Kameney, attached great importance to the revolutionary movement in these
republics, which he believed would facilitate the Red Army in its attack. On March
22, a directive was issued to seize Baku, which was further clarified on April 1. The
directive also stated that relations with Georgia were still unclear and that at that
stage, the Caucasus Front should limit itself to merely observing Georgia. ¢

At the same time, on March 23, a meeting of the Caucasus Regional Committee
of the Russian Communist Party in Vladikavkaz decided to establish a Revolutionary
Committee of South Ossetia, form an armed detachment, and declare Soviet power.
The Revolutionary Committee was allocated RUB 100,000 to accomplish the task.53
As Ossetian Bolshevik Cherman Begizov recalled, by mid-March, almost all Bolshevik
organizations in South Ossetia had moved to North Ossetia to prepare for the upris-
ing and obtain weapons. Only the Party Organization of the Roki district remained to
control the Roki Pass. % Another Ossetian Bolshevik, Vasily Sanakoey, recalled that
in March 1920, when the Red Army approached Vladikavkaz, he crossed the Zekari
Pass together with Ladi Sanakoev and up to 400 other comrades to get armed and
return to fight the Mensheviks.%> Razden Kozayev, a member of the South Ossetian
Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party, recalled the same story. He
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Georgy Chicherin, People’s Commissar of Foreign Affairs of Soviet Russia




wrote that in March, 400 South Ossetians moved to the North Caucasus under the
command of Ossetian Ladi Sanakoev, they were to get armed and return along with
the Red Army to hit a crushing blow to Menshevik Georgia. He said that another
200-strong detachment, led by Arsen Dzutsoev, moved from south to north in March
for the same purpose. The memoirs of Efim Tskhovrebov, Simon Shavlokhov, Gega
Jioev and others present the same information.®’

On April 3, the Caucasus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Par-
ty spread a new proclamation in Georgia. The Bolsheviks informed the Georgian
people that the Red Army had reached the Georgian border, that the “liberation of
Georgia” would come in a matter of days, and called on them to revolt and oust the
government.®® At the same time, in diplomatic correspondence, the Russian Foreign
Minister Chicherin assured his Georgian counterpart, Evgeni Gegechkori, that Sovi-
et Russia was not planning war with Georgia, nor to invade its borders.®® Despite
Chicherin’s claims, the Georgian government realized that the country was on the
brink of occupation. Therefore, while asking the Western states to provide weap-
ons assistance to protect the country’s independence, they also sent Special Envoy
Grigol Uratadze to negotiate with Russia. Sergo Orjonikidze stopped Uratadze on his
way to Moscow in Rostov. On April 15, Lenin wrote to Orjonikidze that the govern-
ment did not oppose the arrival of the Georgian representative in Moscow, however,
agreed with Orjonikidze that it was not worth speeding up Uratadze’s arrival, and
entrusted him to determine the date of the departure. Orjonikidze was also in no
hurry, so Uratadze took advantage of Orjonikidze’s presence on the front and left for
Moscow with the help of a military-political commander of the Red Army. Orjonikidze
then wrote to Lenin not to rush to conclude a truce with Uratadze.”

The events unfolded according to a scenario written in Moscow. The 11% Army
was preparing to invade Azerbaijan, the Ossetian Bolsheviks in Vladikavkaz were
preparing for war against Georgia and calling on the people of the country to revolt,
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Armored train of the 11* Russian Red Army, Baky

while Moscow was closely monitoring the ongoing processes.

On April 27, the 11* Russian Army invaded Azerbaijan. At the same time, armed
local Bolsheviks confronted the local government and, two hours before the 11t
Army’s arrival in the city, forced the parliament to hand over power to the Revo-
lutionary Committee (Revkom). On April 28, at 4 am, the Red Army entered Baku.
On the same day, Orjonikidze wrote to Lenin from Baku telling him not to rush into
talks with Uratadze. The Georgian Diplomatic Mission was arrested in Azerbaijan.”
On April 29, the Prime Minister of Georgia, the Minister of War, and the Guards
Headquarters received a secret message from Gori: “Now we received an urgent
message, mountain artillery has been transferred to Roki, the locals are gradually
joining.””2 On April 29, Evgeni Gegechkori sent a note to Chicherin protesting both
facts.”> On the same day, the Bolsheviks of the Roki community captured the local
commissioner and administration.”
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On April 29, the partial mobilization of the Georgian Armed Forces began. After
the capture of Baku, the 32" division of the 11 Army entered Ganja. At the begin-
ning of May, advanced units of the Red Army attacked the Georgian battalion located
on the Georgian-Azerbaijani border, near the Red Bridge, and invaded the Georgian
border in several versts.” On the night of May 2, a group of local Bolsheviks attacked
a Junker military school in Thilisi, but the Junkers repulsed the attack.”® It was al-
ready a war against Georgia, in which the Red Army and the Bolsheviks operating
inside the country, armed by the Reds, took part. On May 3, Lenin asked Orjonikidze
to immediately inform him of the motives for postponing negotiations with Urata-
dze. Orjonikidze, a member of the Caucasus Front Military Council, who was happy
with the success of the first days, answered Lenin and Stalin with a radio telegram:
“Everything is envisaged and being completed, events are developing in such a way
that we hope to be in Tbilisi no later than the 15th.” On May 4, even more confident,
he informed Moscow that he would be in Tbilisi on May 12th.”” Orjonikidze’s hopes
were dashed that same day. The British Foreign Minister, Lord George Kerzon, sent
a note to Moscow urging them to end the hostilities in Crimea and the Caucasus.
The Kremlin was forced to give its consent.”® Lenin’s decision was greatly influenced
by the fact that the Soviet troops in Ukraine had suffered a severe defeat by the
Polish Army, and troops of the People’s Republic of Ukraine and the Reds had to
move some divisions from the Caucasus to the Western front. At the same time,
the Georgian Army stopped the advance of the Reds and repeled its opponent.
On May 4, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party
discussed the issue of Georgia and instructed Orjonikidze, on behalf of the Central
Committee, to refrain from attacking Georgia.”® Orjonikidze did not stop fighting and
tried to persuade Moscow to resume the attack. On May 6, under a directive of the
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Caucasus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist Party, the South Ossetian
Revcom declared Soviet power and annexation to Soviet Russia, so far only in the
Roki Village.® This was a violation of the sovereignty of the Republic of Georgia at
a time when the state was involved in a defensive war. Nevertheless, the Georgian
government tried to resolve the issue peacefully. According to Alexander (Toto)
Gagloev, one of the leaders of the Ossetian Bolsheviks, Toto Tskhurbaev and others
sent by the government to the peace talks were refused the chance to negotiate and
were told that they were waging a revolutionary struggle not against the Georgian
nation but against the Georgian and Ossetian counter-revolution. Alexander Gaglo-
ev stated he believed that the government was trying to gain time through these
negotiations.®

On May 6-7, Stalin, on the instructions of the Central Committee, twice spoke
to Orjonikidze and explained that the Committee demanded a stop to the attack on
Georgia, as dictated by the international situation. At the same time, he advised Or-
jonikidze not to hurry to start an uprising in Georgia and to save forces for the near
future. Orjonikidze confessed that he was obeying Lenin’s “break” in order to deal
with the Poles and then with Georgia.®? Nevertheless, clashes on the Georgian-Azer-
baijani border between the Georgian and Soviet armies continued until May 18. On
May 7, Russia and Georgia signed a peace agreement in Moscow, according to which
Russia recognized Georgia’s independence, its territorial integrity (including the en-
tire Gori Uezd), and refused to interfere in its internal affairs.®3

At the time, when the Ossetian Bolsheviks declared their intention to unite
Russia and a Soviet republic in the Roki community, only one small battalion of the
Guards was stationed in Tskhinvali, Java, and the surrounding area.

On May 15, a small clash took place between the Ossetian Bolsheviks and the
Guards’ spies near the village of Koshka. The Ossetian Bolsheviks called this incident
an attack on Soviet Russia.®* A note from the Russian Foreign Minister followed
shortly. On May 17, Chicherin wrote to the Georgian government that the presence
of Georgian troops in South Ossetia, where Soviet rule had been declared, was a
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matter of concern. Chicherin demanded the withdrawal of the Georgian troops from
South Ossetia, since, in his view, it was “Georgian interference in the internal affairs
of Soviet Ossetia.” In a reply sent on May 20, Evgeni Gegechkori stated that there
was no “South Ossetia” in Georgia, there were only Ossetian villages in the Gori
Uezd, and this area was located south of the Georgian-Russian border. Gegechkori
called on Chicherin to timely withdraw the Soviet detachment from Roki.®

On May 20, the Chairman of the South Ossetian Regional Committee, Vladimir
Sanakoey, sent a directive from Vladikavkaz to the Secretary of the same Committee,
Alexander Jatiev, in Roki. Sanakoev briefed his comrade-in-arms on the May 7 Rus-
sian-Georgian agreement and the commitment of the parties to non-interference in
each other’s internal affairs. However, he assured the addressee that the liquidation
of the uprising was not planned under any circumstances, and that the issue of its
expansion should be taken with caution. At the same time, Sanakoev advised Jatiev
to negotiate with the government or army commanders through Khariton Gasiev,
who was to promise not to attack only if the Georgian Army was not close to Osse-
tia. Sanakoev clarified, of course, that this condition was temporary (pa3symeeTcs,
[0 nopbl, Ao BpeMeHn). The directive also stated that the first regiment of the South
Ossetian brigade in Vladikavkaz was fully armed and staffed, while eight companies
of the second regiment were ready and its full formation was short of just one com-
pany. The brigade wanted to timely march to Georgia, but given the situation, the
death of the Mensheviks was delayed.® According to Mate Sanakoeyv, the Command-
er of the 1%t Regiment stationed in Vladikavkaz and later the Commander of troops
which invaded the Tskhinvali region, there were 965 fighters in the 1t regiment by
May 15, 90% of which were former front and experienced warriors. He said that the
regiment was no different from regular units of the Red Army.®

On May 25, in the vicinity of Java, near the village of Elbach, another clash took
place between a rebel reconnaissance detachment heading from Roki to Java and a
Guards detachment. According to the rebels, the Guards retreated.®®

On May 28, the second conference of the South Ossetian branch of the Russian
Communist Party convened in Vladikavkaz, sending a memorandum to the Central
Committee of the Russian Communist Party, the Russian government and the Cau-
casus Front. The memorandum was full of insults, slanders, distorted facts, as well
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as exaggerated news and lies about the Georgian government. They declared the
so-called South Ossetia as an integral part of Russia; they wrote that South Ossetia
should be a direct part of Russia, and the rest of Georgia should join Russia in the
form of the Thbilisi and Kutaisi provinces. The Ossetian Bolsheviks asked the Red
Army for help.®

On May 31, an Ossetian military unit led by Mate Sanakoev headed from Vla-
dikavkaz to Georgia. It is unknown whether a sanction on the launch of an attack
was issued by the Russian Central Government or not, since such a document has
not been found in the Georgian archives or published papers, and we have no ac-
cess to the Russian archives. However, what we know for sure is that the Russians
had been training and arming the Ossetian brigade for two months prior, and the
deployment of such large groups to Georgia would not have been possible without
their verbal permission and support. It is quite possible that there was no directive
written or issued on behalf of the central government to this military unit on the
launch of an invasion, which was the usual tactic employed by the Soviet Russian
authorities. For example, before the possible invasion of Georgia on December 3,
1920, Stalin wrote to Orjonikidze that troops should be deployed on the order of the
army or the front, but not on behalf of the government.®® Russia was going on an
adventure, though if the military group succeeded and started fighting against the
government in other parts of Georgia, the Kremlin would benefit from it; Otherwise,
Russia would have washed its hands and denied any connection with the ongoing
developments. And so it happened.

An Ossetian group from Vladikavkaz split into three parts in the village of Nari
on June 4. The two main groups crossed the Roki and Zekari passes and arrived
in the Gori Uezd. The third group moved in the direction of the Racha Uezd®! and
occupied the villages of Kemulta, Tsona, Tedeleti, Chasavali and Tsedisi. Colonel
Intskirveli launched a counterattack with one battalion from Oni, expelled the en-
emy from the village of Tsedisi and drove to the village of Chasavali.®> Meanwhile,
two Ossetian detachments which crossed the Roki and Zekari passes attacked the
Guards battalion stationed in Java and its surrounding village of Mskhlebi from dif-
ferent directions and seized Java. According to the Commander of the Ossetian
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military group, Mate Sanakoeyv, a total of 73 Georgian soldiers were killed during the
clashes in and around Java. This number did not count those guards who drowned
in the Liakhvi river.®> According to Ossetian sources, they captured from 400 to 550
soldiers. According to Georgian data, Ossetian troops captured 354 military and mili-
tiamen.** On June 8, after a skirmish, the Ossetians captured Tskhinvali too. Viadimir
Abayey, the Head of the South Ossetian Revolutionary Committee, claimed they had
2,000 armed Red Guerrillas in Tskhinvali on June 8.% After the capture of Tskhin-
vali, Mate Sanakoev drew up a new plan which included: The capture of the city of
Gori, capturing the railway from Gori to the Surami tunnel, demolishing bridges over
the Mtkvari, announcing a mobilization, attacking the Georgian units located in the
Dariali gorge from the rear, and connecting with Vladikavkaz from Dariali and then
attacking the Oni district. Alexander Jatiev impeded Sanakoev’s plans.*

On June 8, Soviet rule was declared in Tskhinvali. The center of Ossetia was to
be Tskhinvali, and the territory included the section from Oni to Dusheti. The rebels
expressed their desire to join Soviet Russia and appealed to the 10™" Red Army sta-
tioned in the North Caucasus to mediate with the center and deploy the Red Army
in South Ossetia, an integral part of Russia.”” On the same day, the General Staff
of Georgia reported that Ossetian gangs were robbing the Georgian population in
villages near Tskhinvali.®®

The state had long endured the ongoing unrest in the region. The government
forgave the Ossetian Bolsheviks a lot, including the 1918-1919 anti-state uprisings
and the assassination of administration leaders, the disruption of the local self-gov-
ernment and constituent assembly elections in the mountainous range of the Gori
Uezd, and the non-payment of taxes. But the events of May-June 1920 went beyond
all bounds — the stab in the back during the war and opening a new front, killing
the Guards, destroying an integral part of the country and declaring it as a part of
Soviet Russia — all these representing the desire of only a small part of the Ossetian
population in the Gori Uezd, a desire which had no historical, legal or moral basis
and was based solely on violence. The government decided to put an end to it.

93  BOCMOMMWHAHMS YYaCTHUKOB rpa)aaHCKol BoMHbI B KOro-Ocetun 1917-1921 rr., c. 76-
79.

94 Ibid, p. 80, 105; Newspaper Ertoba, July 15, 1920, N 157, p. 3.

95 BOCMOMMWHAHMWS Y4aCTHUKOB rpaXxaaHckou BoMHbI B KOro-Ocetun 1917-1921 rr., c. 63.

96 Ibid, p. 83.
97 bopbba Tpyaswmxcs KOro-Ocetun 3a CoeTckyto Bnactb 1917-1921 rr., c. 99-100;
102-103.

98 Newspaper Ertoba, June 11, 1920, N129, p. 2.

/9



o
c
o}
£

Ko
[}
[

8
(0}

©
>
-
©

=
£

X
>
a0}

Ko

0
e}

m
c
©

B
Q
w0
(%]

e}







On June 8, units of the Guards were dispatched from the border of Azerbai-
jani to Gori. On June 10, the 8% battalion of the Guards (3230 soldiers), a cavalry
regiment, and two batteries of artillery gathered there.*® The operation was led by
the Commander-in-Chief of the Georgian Armed Forces, General Giorgi Kvinitadze.
The army was divided into four convoys. The task of the two central convoys was
to liberate Tskhinvali, and the task of the right and left convoys was to bypass the
Tskhinvali flanks, liberate the local villages and expel the adversary.!®® Government
troops easily liberated Tskhinvali with a single attack at 9 am on June 12. The flank
convoys also succeeded. On June 14, the Georgian army took Java, Khvtse and Geri;
on June 20, the village of Roki; and in the following days the passes into the North
Caucasus were occupied. From June 12 until the end of the operation, the Georgian
Army did not meet much resistance and liberated the region with small skirmishes.
Its loss was several dead and up to 20 wounded soldiers.!!

During the first three days, government troops quite frequently exceeded their
authority, looting and burning the houses of the rebels, as can be seen from Valiko
Jugheli’s diary. On June 15, a meeting of military headquarters and military unit
commanders decided to tighten discipline. Valiko Jugheli, who worried about the
burning of houses in the previous days, but justified the fact, wrote in his diary on
June 15: “The issue of looting and burning of houses was raised. We made a joint
decision to stop burning houses and looting and to establish strict order. It was a
relief to me."2

On June 18, the rebels again appealed to Lenin and Chicherin for effective
assistance and reminded then that on June 8, Soviet rule had been announced by
the March 23 order of the Caucasus Regional Committee of the Russian Communist
Party. The certified order had been received from a special courier on May 6.1%

Soviet Russia held off from continuing its initiated adventure, which was clearly
on the way to defeat. On June 7, the Politburo of the Russian Communist Party ap-
proved instructions for action in the Caucasus. The instruction said not to support
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Giorgi Kvinitadze, the Commander-the-Chief of the Georgian Armed Forces, led the operation
against Ossetian Bolsheviks invaded Gori County in 1920




uprisings and explained to insurgents that all this was the result of world conjuncture
and the situation in Russia. And the ongoing uprisings, for example in South Ossetia,
should be stopped on the basis of an amnesty.’** On July 14, the Soviet Russian
Ambassador to Georgia, Sergey Kirov, denied the Russian Communist Party’s con-
nection to the uprising, adding that the Central Committee of the Communist Party
did not recognize the South Ossetian District Committee of the Communist Party.!%
In fact, on the fourth day of the Second Congress of the Comintern (July 26), during
a private conversation, Lenin told Razden Kozaev, a member of this Committee who
was dispatched to Moscow to attend the Congress: “Dear Comrade highlander! You
will not even be able to reach your native mountains, as the Mensheviks will already
be far beyond the Black Sea. Do not worry, go back and greet the South Ossetian
militant organization.”%

On June 18, during the hostilities, the Defense Council of the Republic of Geor-
gia decided to abolish the village of Roki. In addition, the decision stated that the
rebellious Ossetians who had fled should not be returned; supporters of the reb-
els were to be deported from Java and its environs and settled with Georgians;
state-loyal Ossetians were to remain in their villages, and if they suffered from
military actions, they would be reimbursed from the republic’s budget; 1% and suspi-
cious persons were to be relocated to other regions of Georgia. This last point was
not fulfilled. As can be seen from this resolution, one part of the Ossetians living
in Georgia was deported not as an ethnicity, but according to their loyalty to the
state. Deported were those who had been involved in armed fighting against the
government for two years, killed soldiers, disrupted elections, claimed to be part of
a neighbouring state, and that this neighbouring state was arming and training them
against Georgia. These people represented a minority of Georgia’s ethnic Ossetian
population.

Just over 20,000 ethnically Ossetian Bolsheviks and their supporters were de-
ported or fled on their own to the North Caucasus. “Up to 20,000 or more” is the
number of refugees indicated in the letters of leaders of the uprising sent to each
other or to Lenin in July-September 1920.1% This number is repeated in the Jan-

104 Grigol Zhvania G., How the Occupation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was
Prepared (documents), p. 44-47.

105 Levan Toidze, How the Autonomous District of South Ossetia Was Created, p. 46.

106 BOCMOMUHaHMSA Y4aCTHUKOB rpaXXaaHCKoW BoMHbI B HOro-Ocetun 1917-1921 rr., c. 52.

107 Central Historical Archive of Georgia, 1863/ 1/ 320, Fol. 241.
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uary 24, 1921 decision of the District
Committee of the South Ossetian Com-
munist Party, according to which a con-
gress of insurgent migrants from South
Ossetia was to convene in Vladikavkaz,
representing 20,000 Ossetian refugees
in the North Caucasus.'®

While the separatist leaders
wrote to each other and to Lenin
about 20,000 refugees, the newspaper
Sovetsky Kavkaz wrote in September
1920 that 50,000 refugees had crossed
the Caucasus ridge.!° After the occu-
pation of Georgia in 1921, the Ossetian
Revcom also increased the number of
refugees to 25,000-30,000.% In 1935,
in the foreword to the Izvestia Institute
of Local Lore, the number of asylum
seekers increased to 40,000, and in
the 1980s, in a letter to the Secretary
General of the USSR Central Commit-

Valiko Jugheli —
Commander of the People’s guard of Georgia

tee, Yuri Andropov, their number rose to 75,000.1*3 The frequent changes of data
and manipulation of numbers in different years clearly indicates that the issue has

always been the subject of speculation.

After the summer of 1920, about 75,000 Ossetian citizens were living peace-
fully in Georgia. No-one touched them, and they declared themselves loyal to the
state, condemning the behaviour of the Bolsheviks. On July 6, Ossetians from the

144; 180.
109 Ibid, p. 209.
110 Ibid, p. 184-187.

111 Archive Division of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Second Department (Archive of the
former Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Georgian SSR), 14/ 1/ 48.

Fol.12

112 W3Bectuna Oro-OCeTMHCKOro Hay4yHo-1ccnefoBaTeNbCkoro MHCTUTYTa KpaeBeaeHus,

Boin. II, c. 4.

113 Levan Toidze, How the Autonomous District of South Ossetia Was Created, p. 100-

102.
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Gori Uezd, the Khashuri district and the Tsemi community wrote to the Head of the
Government condemning and naming the Ossetian uprising of the highland Osse-
tians “ruinous.” In the letter, they said the rebels had sent agitators calling for an
uprising, but they were without success. The authors of the letter also said that reb-
el gangs had harmed the peaceful Ossetian population.!** The fact that the Ossetian
gangs were also active in the Khashuri district is confirmed by a meeting transcript
of representatives of the Gori Guards headquarters on July 3, 1920.1>

On June 20, a total of 13 insurgents were shot dead in Tskhinvali during hos-
tilities.1*¢ This death toll, like the deportations, soon became the subject of specu-
lation. Bolshevik leaders wrote that government troops did not spare the refugees,
including the elderly and women. Yet, the July 6 meeting transcript of the board of
the Gori local self-government paints a completely different picture: Klimiashvili, the
chairman of the local self-government said, “The Ossetians heading to the north
faced difficulties. They, weak and hungry, can no longer continue on their way. They
are being fed by the field headquarters.”**’” Individual cases of violence and murder
were happening, though. Not all could control the desire for revenge, and human
tragedies ensued, but if it was organized and mass-produced, then who were those
people who the army field headquarters fed on the way to exile? If the Republic
wanted the organized assassination of the rebel Ossetians, the Defense Council
would have issued a completely different order, instead of ordering their deportation.

The Bolshevik leaders also wrote that deportees from Georgia were met with
hostility by the local population in North Ossetia. Mate Sanakoev recalls: “Disturbing
information was received from North Ossetia: there, counter-revolutionary bandit
elements robbed old men and women, killed, kidnapped girls, and stole cattle from
the retreating rebels.”*® In 1920-1921, Ossetian Bolshevik leaders wrote that chol-
era had spread among the deportees to North Ossetia and had taken the lives of
several thousand refugees.!*®
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The Cavalry Regiment of the People’s Guard of Georgia

The specific number of dead (4,812) first appeared in the Russian-language
newspaper Zaria Vostoka N575 in 1924. The propaganda newspaper told readers
that the atrocities and plunder had been committed by the British occupiers and trai-
tor Menshevik government, and reported that the Menshevik government had killed
4,812 people in South Ossetia with the participation of the British. 12° The Social Se-
curity Commissariat under the Central Committee of the Communist Party of South
Ossetia repeated the data of Zaria Vostoka in a report to the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the USSR, dated September 24, 1925.%?! The same was then
published in the Ossetian-language newspaper Khurzarini N21, with more specified
wording, in 1928. According to the newspaper, a total of 669 people were killed
during the fighting and 4,143 more in exile.'?? A new wording appeared in the 1929
information report on national minorities in the autonomous district by the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of South Ossetia. According to the report, a

120 Tas3. ,3aps Boctoka"“, 14 masa 1924r., N.575, cTp. 3.

121 Bopbba Tpyaswmxcs tOro-Ocetunm 3a CoseTckyto Bnactb 1917-1921 rr., ctp. 26.

122 Archive Division of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Second Department (Archive of
the former Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Georgian SSR), 93/ 2 /
1128, Fol. 52.
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total of 4,812 people died as a result of the Menshevik operation, the ongoing civil
war in Russia, and epidemics.'?® There is one interesting detail in this report — the
South Ossetian victims of the Russian Civil War. Soviet Russia failed to create normal
living conditions for the Ossetians who, provoked by Russia, revolted and were then
abandoned after moving to the north. Russia used them again, this time in its civil
war — involving more than a thousand Ossetian refugees in the fight against the
White Movement.?* It is known that in September 1920, a battle with the insurgent
population of the Cossack Stanitsa Borgustan took the lives of 330-545 (according
to various data) fighters of the South Ossetian Brigade.'*> A report of 5,279 dead
appeared in the Russian-language monograph Fight for the Proletarian Revolu-
tion in Georgia by historian Giorgi Khachapuridze which was published in 1936.
Here, the author cites materials of a special commission, although the information
he verifies has no specific archival reference. Khachapuridze simply wrote that the
materials “are preserved in the Museum of the Georgian Revolution.”*? If the infor-
mation were real and such a document existed, Khachapuridze, for the credibility of
the note, would have pointed to the archival code and not to the archive of the entire
museum in his work. Or, at least, this information would have been seen and used by
other historians in the Soviet or post-Soviet periods. Works preserved at the former
Museum of Revolution were transferred to the National Archives of Georgia and the
History Archive of the Central Committee of the Party (now in the archives of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs) during the Soviet period. No such information is available
in these funds. How many South Ossetians died during the military operation in the
Gori Uezd, during the deportation to the north, during the cholera, or in the Russian
Civil War, remains unknown and is still subject to speculation.

In November 1920, Soviet Russia began preparing for the occupation of Geor-
gia after a truce with Poland and the defeat of Wrangel.'?” As part of this policy, the
South Ossetian District Committee of the Communist Party sent five people from
Vladikavkaz to Georgia on December 20 to prepare the ground for the upcoming
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124 Ouepku Uctopumn HOro-Ocetumn, Tom I, cTp. 266.

125 Central Archive of Contemporary History of Georgia, /284/ 1/ 184, Fol. 134; https://
terskiykazak.livejournal.com/908587.html . 14.10.2021

126 Teopruii Xauyanypuase, bopbba 3a nponeTapukyuio pesontounto B Fpysun, Ouepku,
1917-1921, Téunucu, 1936, ctp. 295.

127 Pyotr Wrangel (1878-1928) — general Who lead the,,White” Forces in the phinal phase
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decisive battle against Georgia in the Kareli, Gujareti and Ksani regions.'?® When So-
viet Russia’s plan to blow Georgia from the inside and join it to the Soviet Union was
thwarted, units of the 11%, 10" and 9" armies moved toward Georgia in February
1921. In addition to the 10% army of Terg-Dagestanis, who crossed the Caucasus
Pass and the Dariali Gorge, a 1,200-strong South Ossetian brigade!® also attacked
Georgia from the north. In 1921, the Ossetian Bolsheviks returned and repeatedly
abused the Georgian population of the Tskhinvali region. A typical letter sent by
locals to the People’s Commissariat of Internal Affairs in the spring of the same year
paints a grim picture: “It's already three months that we are fleeing our homes after
the Ossetians entered... they burned down 78-80 of our houses in Tskhinvali and
all the surviving goods and furniture and harvest were taken to the Java district ...
When we ask why, they beat and threaten us. They killed 32 people, some of them
were burned and some beaten to death. Women, old and young, were raped... Give
us weapons to protect ourselves and return to our homes.”3°

On April 22, 1922, the Autonomous District of South Ossetia was established
within the Georgian SSR.

As a result of the research, we can say that talking about genocide is irrelevant.
Nevertheless, it is true that the Ossetian and Georgian population of Shida Kartli was
dramatically affected by the 1917-1921 processes in the region. Who is responsible
for these events? I think the Bolsheviks, from the Kremlin to the local leaders. It was
they who armed, financed, trained and provoked the people of the region against
their own state. Local Bolsheviks killed soldiers and civilians, occupied the territory
of the sovereign state with weapons, and declared it part of Russia. When the up-
rising was repeated for the third time, the state’s response was forced, harsh and
painful. This moment in history as a whole is a bitter experience that should have
served as a lesson, but in vain. It is even more unfortunate that the distortion and
speculation of this already difficult history still serves a negative purpose: to provoke
confrontation between Georgians and Ossetians.

128 Bopbba Tpyaswmxcs KOro-Ocetun 3a CoBeTckyto Bnactb 1917-1921 rr., ctp. 199.
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Ossetian Bolsheviks, 1921
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