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By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he working group of the Le-

gal Affairs Committee held
a meeting on the issue of de-
oligarchization.

According to Anri
Okhanashvili, the chairman of
the legal affairs committee, an
exact analogue of the Ukrainian
model will be presented and the
opinions and recommendations
of the members of the working
group will be heard.

According to Okhanashvili,
after that, the discussed issues
will be sent to the Venice Com-
mission.

The chairman of the commit-
tee said that the consideration
of the draft law will begin after
the conclusion of the Venice Com-
mission. According to him, the
consensus around the bill is im-
portant.

“Discussions will begin after
we have the report of the Venice
Commission. The commission
should present a conclusion re-
garding the Ukrainian model,
and further work on these issues
will continue. Our goal is to
achieve change with a broad con-
sensus, and the opinions of all
political groups and interna-
tional partners will be interest-
ing, so we will continue to dis-
cuss the issue even after it has
been initiated.

If the Ukrainian law is ap-
proved by the European struc-
tures, it is logical that for us this
point can be fulfilled by adopt-

Bill on de-oligarchization to be sent to the
Venice Commission before discussion

ing this law, however, if we all
agree that this law has many
flaws and we confirm to you that
there are many legal flaws in the
Ukrainian law and this project
as well, we must discuss to-
gether . However, to fulfill this
point, we considered the evalua-
tion of the European structures
in relation to the Ukrainian
model as an objective measure,
and therefore we transferred the
model one by one”, says
Okhanashvili.

According to Anri
Okhanashvili, the draft law will
not take into account specific
names and surnames, because,
in his estimation, it is nonsense
for any law to be based on spe-
cific names.

“The draft law defines a
person’s participation in politi-
cal and public life; whether it has
a significant impact on the mass
media; monopolistic activity; It
is also determined how much
money he should own. Three of
these criteria are enough for a
person to be considered an oli-
garch.”

“This draft law cannot be ap-
plied to Bidzina Ivanishvili either
physically or objectively, for the
reason that the three proposed
criteria cannot ensure that
Bidzina Ivanishvili will be in-
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cluded in the list of oligarchs.”
All these three components are
performed by Kezerashvili and
those other oligarchs who were
considered oligarchs by confes-
sions, other facts and statements
of the opposition”, says Anri
Okhanashwvili.

According to him, if in
Ukraine the office of the president
works on the persons to be in-
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cluded in this list, because the
country is a presidential repub-
lic, in Georgia, as a parliamen-
tary republic, this function will
be assigned to the parliament.
“The issue should be discussed
in the Parliament in a transpar-
ent, inclusive manner, with the
involvement of political groups,
the criteria should be discussed,
information should be sought re-

garding the persons at the com-
mittee hearing, at the plenary
session, and the public should see
who these persons are, who
should be included in the regis-
ter,” he says.

The chairman of the legal af-
fairs committee also called the
opposition to join the working
groups.

Opposition’s proposals on Bidzina Ivanishvili’s oligarchy and
influence on political processes are fake, Mamuka Mdinaradze says

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

¢¢There is no evidence that
Bidzina Ivanishvili influences
political processes or interferes
in any way,” Mamuka
Mdinaradze, chairman of the
parliamentary faction of “Geor-
gian Dream”, told the media.
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According to him, all propos-
als of the opposition regarding
Bidzina Ivanishvili’s oligarchy
and influence on political pro-
cesses are fake.

“There 1s no evidence because
this reality does not exist, this
circumstance does not exist,
therefore, there is no evidence
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that Bidzina Ivanishvili influ-
ences political processes or inter-
feres in any way. There is no
such evidence in nature.

There are other criterias, does
he fund any political organiza-
tion? - he does not. Accordingly,
there is no evidence, etc. There-
fore, if there is no evidence to call

a person, not only by law, even
by word of mouth, an oligarch,
such a person cannot be an oli-
garch, and all their propositions
about it are “fake” and they fight
against a person who has al-
ready left politics a long time,”
said Mamuka Mdinaradze.
According to Mamuka
Mdinaradze, Giorgi Vashadze is
the leader in spreading such incor-
rect statements, although even he
could never present any evidence
that Bidzina Ivanishvili meets any
of the criteria of an oligarch.
“When this situation has
arisen, the tongue has no bone,
therefore they say what they
want. Vashadze is the leader
there, he will say whatever he
wants. Instruct the filth, he will
stand up and say. Even
Vashadze could not name any
evidence that this person meets
any criteria. At that time, a lot
of people found themselves in the
opposition, and they entered the
impasse with years of PR, and
found people who meet all the
criteria of an oligarch. Now, be-
cause of this impasse, they say
that this law does not suit us.
The good thing about Ukraine
is that they don’t organize an

opposition with us and we have
to follow their footsteps. Let’s
discuss this topic and if they
agree, we'll transfer the Ukrai-
nian legislation and accept it di-
rectly, we agree on that,” said
Mamuka Mdinaradze.

In addition, when asked
whether the electoral reforms
will ensure that the elections are
held properly and democrati-
cally, Mamuka Mdinaradze an-
swers that there 1s no such point
where anyone can say that
“Georgian Dream” has backed
away from doing something.

“There is no point, not only the
changes related to the electoral
reform, that does not follow the
pathos of the obligation to fulfill
the recommendations, not only
point by point, and there is no
point where anyone can say that
we have backed away from do-
ing something.”

Evenifthe theoretical assump-
tion is excluded, we are talking
about certain manipulations,
regulations of this level, and this
is crowned by conducting elec-
tions electronically, which also
allows to exclude any specula-
tion”, said Mamuka Mdinaradze.
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By MaLKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

he opposition threatened the

government with a “hot au-
tumn” full of mass demonstra-
tions, but the autumn has al-
ready arrived and there are no
announced protests. Although
there is a lot of dissatisfaction
in society, most of them do not
trust the existing political par-
ties. In such conditions, either a
new party must appear, or a
wave of protests, uncontrolled by
political forces, erupts in the so-
ciety for some reason.

Public opinion surveys con-
ducted by the CRRC commis-
sioned by NDI are often not well
received by the government, but
the results of the survey con-
ducted in August 2022 were
clearly met with approval in the
party rating section. 25% of re-
spondents said that they support
the ruling political force “Geor-
gian Dream”. This indicator is
not high for a party that is single-
handedly ruling the country, but
25% 1is catastrophically low
against the background of the
opposition.

The support of the United
National Movement is 8%. This
party is traditionally considered
the “main opposition force”, but
no outstanding activity of this
party has been seen for quite
some time now. Some blame it
on its current leader Nika Melia,
and others on the imprisonment
of the real leader of the party,
Mikheil Saakashvili. The indi-
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Why do voters in Georgia have trouble finding
a party that supports their interests?

cators of other parties are even
more catastrophic:

Strategy Aghmashenebeli” to
1% and the party “For Georgia”
to 1%. The support of all other
parties is 10% in total. As the
authors of the study note, the
individual rate of support for the
parties is so low that it cannot
be used to predict the results of
the elections.

When commenting on the re-
sults of the said survey, govern-
ment representatives and pro-
government experts talk about
the complete bankruptcy of the
“radical opposition”, which has
completely lost the support of the
people. According to a number
of experts, the opposition’s tra-
ditional demand for early elec-
tions is more favorable to the
current government than to the
opposition. But we should not
expect that the government will
go to extraordinary elections eas-
ily. No one really knows how the
electorate dissatisfied with the
government will behave and how
the “election machine” built over
the years will work, which some-
times provides the desired re-
sults for the government.

The poll mentioned above once
again showed that the majority
of voters are politically unde-
cided. The majority of the popu-

lation does not know or does not
name the party that is closest to
its views. 56% of respondents say
that there is no party in Geor-
gia that expresses their interests.
Among young people, this figure
1s 65%. In addition, no matter
how strange it is, the majority
of respondents - 66% are ready
to go to the elections. In Thilisi,
this indicator reaches 71%. That
is, some people do not know who
to vote for, but are ready to go to
the elections.

The majority of the population
believes that neither the ruling
party nor the elected opposition
parties (in parliament or self-
government) act in the interests
of the country. 51% of respon-
dents in December 2021 and
59% in August 2022 had such
an assessment of the ruling
party. The similar assessment
of the opposition increased from
53% to 67%. Ethnic minorities
and rural settlements have the
most positive attitude towards
the ruling party.

The survey showed that most
of the supporters of the opposi-
tion parties (80%) believe that
the opposition does not act in
their interests. The situation
along with the growth of dissat-
isfaction with the government,
and dissatisfaction with the op-

position has been fixed for quite
some time, and the opposition
should have drawn serious con-
clusions from this, but as we can
see, the situation has only wors-
ened for them.

The idea has been popular in
the opposition for a long time.
year Regarding the creation of
the “third political force”. Many
on the opposition side argued
that the “National Movement”
would never again gain the sup-
port of the majority of the disaf-
fected electorate, and all politi-
cal forces associated with it
would be doomed to defeat. De-
spite such efforts, the “third po-
litical force” is not visible.
Shortly after the publication of
the mentioned rating, an an-
nouncement was made about the
creation of a bloc by three oppo-
sition forces “Strategy
Aghmashenebeli”, “Lelo” and
“Girchi - more freedom”. How-
ever, this was immediately de-
nied by “Lelo” representatives.
The government again declared
the mentioned parties as divi-
sions of the “National Move-
ment” and doomed to failure.

The ruling party’s reaction to
the created reality is also strange.
From “Georgian dreams” E. year
The four who are busy cursing
the West remain members of the

majority. The mentioned four
announced that they intend to
turn into a political entity called
“People’s Power” and are waiting
for the addition of new deputies
from “Georgian Dream”. In the
West, they are already directly
demanding that the four be sepa-
rated from the “Georgian Dream”
if they do not say what the
“Dream” actually thinks. The
purpose of “Otkheuli” is to stir up
anti-Western sentiment in Geor-
gia, and anti-Western propa-
ganda became extremely large-
scale after Russia’s attack on
Ukraine.

Despite the open anti-Western
campaign, the vast majority of
society still supports Western ori-
entation. 75% support EU mem-
bership, and 69% support NATO
membership. Supporters of the
pro-Western course have increased
significantly: 47% of the
interviewees are unequivocally in
this position, 31% support main-
taining good relations with Rus-
sia along with orientation towards
the West. Russian orientation is
only 2%. Based on the mood of the
majority of the population, it is
clear what these people demand
from the opposition first of all. The
most important issue is the ful-
fillment of the 12 requirements of
the European Union.
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UNM is working on a
legislative initiative on
de-oligarchization
against Bidzina
Ivanishvili, says
Khatia Dekanoidze
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Khatia Dekanoidze, chairman
of the “National Movement” fac-
tion, told reporters that the
“United National Movement”
faction is working on a legisla-
tive 1initiative on de-
oligarchization, which will be
discussed and directed against
Bidzina Ivanishvili.

According to her, by adopting
Ukrainian law, the ruling team
is trying to

Ivanishvili’s re-
sponsibility
and use the law
as a means of
repression
b against the op-
ponents.

“We never
LW asked for the
transfer of the
Ukrainian model to Georgia, for
us it was always a starting point
to prohibit the intervention of
Bidzina Ivanishvili as an oli-
garch in the public, political and
economic life of Georgia.

Now what the ruling team is
working on is that they want to

avoid Bidzina Ivanishvili from
any responsibility, they do not
consider him an oligarch, unlike
the entire international commu-
nity, and they have decided to
choose the best version in order
to start new repressions against
the opposition.

As for the de-oligarchization
law, our faction is working on a
legislative initiative that will
concern Bidzina Ivanishvili.
There are many political issues
that must be agreed upon with
international partners and the
parliamentary opposition,” said
Dekanoidze.

Opposition is driven
with revenge, Archil
Talakvadze says

Vice-Speaker Archil
Talakvadze responded to the
opposition’s criticism of drafting
Ukraine’s analogue law on de-
oligarchization into Georgian leg-
islation.

“The opposition demands that
a single-word law be adopted and

only the name and sur-
name of those who they
are motivated by political
revenge against being
written there, which is
connected with the his-
toric defeat in the 2012
elections, the one “Na-
tional Movement” suf- )
fered with,”

According to Archil
Talakvadze, based on the
Ukrainian version, several
people in the ranks of the oppo-
sition meet the criteria of an oli-
garch, one of which according to
the Vice Speaker is Davit
Kezerashvili, and thisis the rea-
son the opposition does not like
this model.

“The “National Movement”
and the radical opposition re-
ceived a very serious political
trauma in 2012 and are driven
by the only thing - political re-
venge against Ivanishvili, that is
where their statements come
from. They are deceiving the pub-
lic - the European Union did not
actually say that such a law
should be adopted, which directly
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states only the name and sur-
name of the person who made the
most important contribution to
the country’s democratic reforms.

The European Union has said
that a regulation should be
drawn up that will set out the
criteria for who can be affected
by the law on the regulation of
oligarchy, and to tell you directly,
if we take the model that the
“National Movement” liked at the
time, there are 4 criteria and the
first to be affected by these crite-
ria are the financiers of the radi-
cal opposition and the oligarchs
in his team, first of all it is
Kezerashvili, who meets 3 out of
4 criteria,” said Talakvadze.
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