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When you came. to Georgia mine months ago you found us “puti-
our - house! inorder’’ after the storms of war and revolution and
altermath- of rebellion.
We, like you, had been fighting since 1914. The Black Sea was
. to traffic from the outer world. The mountain roads were dif-
i 10 traverse. The solitary railway line that ran to Baku and up
(‘aspian coast and -then. across. and up fo:Rostov, joining us to
ia was occupied by military trains almost to the exclusion of all
- traffic. ' We in Georgia ‘were isolated. We chad to' carry on as
we could,
In 1917 .came the Russian Revolution. It was an excellent event.
ne who knows of all the corruption: of the: old regime can look
| the. revolution as anything but ablessing. The Russian Empire
being sold to the Germans. We who fought in the ranks of ‘the
ian army were being sent to fight a losing fight. The old time
stry: saw. e it that we, were not well requipped for: war. “When
realises that Sukhomlinov, the.Russian 'War Minister for the first
months: of the war, was in German pay all ilie time: when one
s that Sturmer and Protopopov and the arch-fiend Rasputin
all on Germany’s - side: then one can understand “how' impos-
it was o/ think of victory:  The Russian Army was sacrificed
berman igolds ¥ ' i 4
Ihen: came the-counter-vevolufion, and all the promise of. the’
revolt, was cancelled. - Bolsheyism  raised its head. The simple
ian-soldiers were . promised a Ufopia. They left the front in di-
pr.. Fighting against-the Germans ceased: civil war reigned - in-
. Russians fought Russians.
There resulted for us a Turkish inyasion. Then a German oecu-
i. Bolshevism was at our doors, We fought’ against it. We de-
i our;-indépendenee; -and we proceeded to establish order: out
e chaos that the break-up of the Russian. army had caused:
Then came the Armistice. Germans and Turks alike were sent
our territory. And you British came instead.
Were. we suspicious?... Yes. A year’s anti-British prepoganda had
rbed our people’s minds. We had gone, through so much. We
establishing firmly: our independence. We were breathing freely

ORGIA’S FAREWELL MESSAGE TO THE BRITISH TROOPS.

after a hard ‘struggle. We did not know what the new arrivals would
mean_for us.

Soon’ we knew that the British were indeed our friends. We
liked the British soldier. We admired his smartness and. bis health
and strength. We admired his discipline and his splendid behaviour.
He was a living propaganda for Great Britain. The excellence of his
boots and uniform: his entiré equipment, indeed,—all spoke of Bri-
tain's strength and thoroughness and of the value of British goods.

With the passing of the weeks our admiration and affection have
increased. We got to know officers and men personatly. We. visited
them' and ‘they visited us. We formed fies of friendship fthat will
never he broken.

The British in the Caucasus have taught us that Greal Brifain
is great indeed.

Now you are going away. We refused to believe. that you would
20! "We buoyed ourselves up with the hope that the orders fo eva:
cnate the Caucasus would be cancelled. We knew that. many of you
had fought for years in Mesopotamia and in the Balkans: yei we
were almost selfish; enough fo hope that you would stay.

We know how yon have, earned the thanks of all the world for
your wonderful work on many fronts, Let us assure you that we also

‘appreciate yvour work. We also are grateful o you. Your very pre-
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sonce here in Georgia his been sufficient to calm the freubled peo-
ple. You have inspired us with something of your own great confi- =
dence’ and faith.

Georgia will never forget you., We Georgians hope that you will
heyer forget us. Misunderstandings have occurred.. They no longer
exist. Doubls have been. There is belief now. Agitators have slande-
red you to us: we know that they have slandered us to you.

We have only a few farewell .words to say, bui we say them
with all ‘our hearts. They are words that you British know so well,
They form an English phrase. So we say with all affection and sin-
cerity—God ‘bless you and keep you! God grant that all your future
life be smooth!

e

The opinion in Azerbaidjan political
circles 'is that an agreement can only
be ‘arrived at when the Volunteers
withdraw' their forces from Daghestan.
It is also stated that this agreement is
only possible if Georgia also partici-
pates in it.

ERBAIDJAN.

i Volunteer Army's Wishes.

cording to the Baku papers, Ge-
| Baratoff| bas ‘expressed to the
baidjan gouvernment the following i
s of the Volunteer Army. 1

An agreement has been made be-
tween representatives . of industrial
circles in Azerbaidjan and the Kuban
on the question of an interchange of
goods.

he Volunteer Army Commanders |
| like to have Azerbaidjan as an|
gainst: Bolshevism. |
It is desired to arrange a goods
nge between the regions of the|
teer Army and Azerbaidjan.

The permission of  the Azerbai-
tovernment to allow. ships of the
teer Army to be repaired in the
at Baku is requested.

their part, ‘the Volunteer Army
acknowledge' ‘the independence
“Wkerbaidjan “until ‘the ' matter 'is
ssed at the Russian Constitutent
mbly.

Georgian Mussulmans on the Question
of the Batoum  Region.

The meeting of 'the ' representatives
of ‘Géorgian Mussulmans' in’ Batoum
and the district has passed the follow-
ing resolution unanimously:

*We representatives of the Georgian
Mussulmans ' of 'the ' Batoum'' distriet
(100 men) declare unanimously before

ch
f

God and the whole world: We natives | gion. Order  must 'be “settled and
of the Batoum region are of the Mus- | peaceful life secured for the people.

sulman ‘religion but we are Georgians | ' Realising ‘that this iS only possible
according” to our language, culture | if Mussulman Georgia is liberated and
and customs. We are Georgian Mus-i included’ in ' the Géorgian Republic,
sulmans; Territorially and eéconomical: | we state our unalterable will and firm
Ly, our country has always' been in:| decision: Now"and ever let Batoum
cluded in our native-land—Georgid. ' | and the Batoum region'be united with

The present situation in'the Batoum |
region is’ insupportable ‘for' the po-|
pulation. The people are deprived of|
their rights and are given no opportu-|
nity ‘of participating in the administra- |
tionl 1 This 'encourages /the irréspon- |
sible elemerits 'and makes the task of |
the transgressors of peace “and nrdeﬂ
easier. The above hinder ' the peaceful |
development of the country. |

The 'political, cultural and econofic |
claims of the 'country, as well as the
interests of all' the people of Trans-|
Caucacia: the securing of mutual
friendly relations and the prestige of
the Great Powers 'demand the modifica-

tion of the present situation of the re-|

| ster, Ussubekoy, thankin,

their native land, ‘Georgia, on the prio-
ciple of wide autonomy and that the
rights of small nations, be acknowled-
ged equal to ours within the limits of
this 'autonomy.

This decision is to be stated to the
Peace Conference and we' ask the Ge-
orgian’ Government to take measures
for the fulfilment of the same.

Before 'leaving Azerbaidjan, Gener-
al ‘Shuttleworth’ sent  a farewell mes-
sage to the Azerbaidjan Prime -Mini-
both. the
Government and the people for. their
expressions_of friendship _and for their
warm leave-taking.
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Mr. Oliver Wardrop.

The arrival of Mr. Oliver War-
drop, C. M. G., Chief British Com-
missioner in Trans-Caucasia, is
the outstanding event of the past
week. If Mr. Wardrop had been
King George himself he Ttould not
have had a greater reception. Tif-
lis streets were decorated with
flags. Guards of honour were at
the station. Music also. Georgian
ministers as well as General Cory
and British officers all turned up
to receive him. The press has
been unanimous in its praise of
Mr. Wardrop, who not only knows
Russia and the Caucasus intima-
tely, but also has the very great
advantage of being able to speak
both Russian and Georgian lan-
guages.

Compensation.

Mr. Wardrop certainly had a
great reception. Georgians did all
they could te see that nothing
was wanting in the warmth of
their greeting. But one well-known
diplomat was a little disappointed
about one thing. He complained
to another politician that no Union
Jack had been placed on Mr. War-
drop’s residence. The other poli-
tician admitted that this was a
serious mistake. But suddenly he
brightened up. « Well, never mind”,
he said consolingly. “We played
the British National Anthem twice!”

Mis-representations.

To have a speech reported in-
correctly is the nightmare of many
public men, (There are some, of
course, who dread still more that
their utterances may not be men-
tioned at all). We ourselves, in a
humble way, have given many
public lectures and have been
represented in the newspapers as
having said some very extraordi-
nary things which called for ur-
gent denials. There is a classic
story, too, of the reporter ‘who
rang up a famous clergyman ask-
ing him for the text of his next
day’s sermon. “Wise as serpents,
harmless as doves”, was the
reply., This appeared in the paper
as “Why is a serpent as harmless
as a dove?”

Colonel Haskell’s Speech.

Colonel Haskell has just suffer-
ed from mis-interpretation. His
speech before the Armenian Par-
liament was delivered in English.
This was first translated into Rus-
sian and then into Armenian. The
Armenian newspapers published
the speech in Armenian. This was
translated back into Russian and
duly appeared in the local news-
papers. But both Armenian and
Russian versions were so far
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wrong that Colonel Haskell had
to write an immediate denial. He
also stated that unless a correc-
tion appeared he would net again
make any public utterance in Ar-
menia.

The Y. M. C. A.

On September 1 the last dance
took place in the Y. M. C. A. and
the institute was closed. The eva-
cuation of the Y. M. C. A. from
Tiflis has already taken place. A
special word of thanks is due to
Mr. Phelp for the excellent work
he has done here. In addition to
the dances which were held re-
gularly, there were cinema shows
and concerts given in the Y, M.
C. A. hall. The work of the Y. M.,
C. A. in Tiflis, like .the work of
the Y. M. C. A. in France and on
every other front, has been inva-
luable, There was none of the
old c¢hell-fire” preaching. Rather
the Y. M. C. A. looked after the
physical well-being of the men,
which is very much more impor-

tant to a tired soldier than a
gloomy prayer meeting  would
have been.

Spiritual Welfare.

When we were in another town
in the Caucasus we had a long

argument with a certain chaplain, .

It was on Christmas Eve and a
bleak chilly Christmas Eve it was.
We lamented the fact that no
concerts had been arranged for
the troops on Christmas day. The
chaplain exclaimed with heat that
he had nothing to do with con-
certs or such entertainments. Men's
“spiritual welfare” was his job,
he said. And all our arguments
that it was no use talking to a
man about his spiritual welfare
if he were cold and home-sick
and had nowhere to go to at
nights but had to wander about
the damp streets, were in vain.
Make him comfortable, we declar-
ed. See to it that he has some
warm room to go to: see to it
that he has games to play and
books to read and tobacco to
smoke, then his spiritual welfare
will be insured. And this is pre-
cisely what the Y. M. C. A. had
done throughout the war.

Chocolate Feeneesh.

As we write, the evacuation is
going on. By the time this article
is in print there will be very few
soldiers left in Tiflis. On another
page we publish a farewell mes-
sage from Georgians to British
troops. And now what will the
children do? There will be no one
to call “Johnny”. There will be
no one to greet as *“Meester”.
There will be no one from whom
a «ceegarette” can be cadged. In
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fact, we might well describe the
British withdrawal in two classic
words—<“Choc-o-lat Feeneesh”. It
is an epitaph that might be writ-
ten over our departed bodies.

The English Language.

It is to be hoped that the many
young people who have been
picking up English since the ar-
rival here of the British troops
will continue their study of the
language. There are a surprisingly
large number of English-speak-
ing Georgians. Some of them, of
course, make mistakes: others
speak perfectly good English, but
of an unusual sort. For instance,
one young lady of our (official)
acquaintance referred to detach-
ments of “equestrian and pedes-
trian troops’’. We also remember
a Georgian colonel who told us
how his horse had on one occa-
sion been wounded at the front.
«My boot”, said he, “was filled
with the gore of my steed”. At
first 'this remark struck us as
being wrong. Then we realised
that it was perfectly good—if
strange—English. He told us sub-
sequently’ that he had learned
most of his English from the
books of Sir Walter Scott.

Literature and Art.

Last Sunday, Mr. David Gham-
bashidze, the genial representative
of the Georgian Republic in Lon-
don, took a party of us to see
the Georgian Museum. The exhi-
bits were most interesting. We
saw objets d'Art of many kinds
and some particularly interest-
ing old Georgian manuscripts, in-
cluding the famous “The Man in
the Panther’s Skin" by Shota Rou-
staveli. The Georgian Museum
shows that Georgia has an inde-
pendent history of her own, with
her own independent arts and
crafts. We British are, we must
admit, not altogether an artistic
people. Northern people seldom
are. To us, who are ourselves a
writer, it will ever be a matter
of shame that the average well-
educated Georgian knows more
about our English literature than
we ourselves do. And heé knows
the literature of his own country.
Shakespeare and Scott are read
in the schools here, and even
modern authors are also widely
known and read.

Fresh Air Fund.

We acknowledge with thanks
donations of 1070 roubles from
N. C. O.’s and men attached to
Intelligence, and 1060 roubles from
the 27th. Div. Signal Coy. R. E.
By an error we stated that the
amounts subscribed up to last
week were fourteen pounds ten
shillings. This should have been
thirteen pounds ten shillings. The
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total amount: aé Ptﬁ‘!’/é{ggb_sc‘;i

twenty poun Shilli
The <Georgian Mail”.

The «Georgian Mail” wi||
pear as usual next week
will see that copies are senf
mediately to Batoum.

S.

Golonel Haskell's Speech; a [

Tiflis, August 27, I

Colonel Haskell, Allied
Commissioner, wishes to ann
that the remarks addressed |
to the Armenian Parliament
been so badly ‘translated th
accounts which appeared in
newspapers recently have nof
veyed the true significance
statements. This no doubt
from the fact that Colonel H;
spoke in English through
terpreter, who delivered (h
dress in Russian, and afte
the accounts first published a
ed in the Armenian languag

Beorgian Workmen's Patriofi

In order to support the young
of the Georgian Republic, G
workmen consecrated August
labour on their behalf. <Al
they received for that day’ was
to the army. Such patriotism
part of Georgian workmen is
proof that Georgians of all clas
unanimous in the matter of the
of their independence.

Taking Over German Ships,

SINGAPORE, Juw:
The German ships interned i
Dutch Indies are being handed
at Batavia. The Freiberg, whid
handed over on the 22nd inst.,
to-day at Singapore, where s
be dry docked for examination.
will follow.
British officers and men are o
from England for the purpose of
ning the vessels.

Henry Ford's Libel Case.

A jury has awarded Mr. Henrj
six cents damage in addition ©
against the Chicago Tribume ([
ling him an anarchist. Mr. Ford st
a million dollars. The Foreman
Jury, Halett, when asked if the3
of six cents expressed the feel:
the jury as to the case, replied:
it. It just about does. That cel
expresses our judgement”.

A monument is shortly to be U
ed at Arlon, Belgium, in memo
the first French soldiers who f
Belgian soil.
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RE-FITTING

THE FLEET

High-speed repairs for 27,856 ships.

tails of the way in which war-
s damaged at the Dogger Bank and
nd were returned whole to the
d Fleet in-record time were re-
2t the final meeting of the North-
Coast Institution of Engineers
Shipbuilders at Newecastle, when
per describing the ship repairs
tcd on the North-East Coast dur-
the war was presented by = Mr.
(. James and Mr. Launcelot E.
h.
was stated that 7,856 war vessels
merchantmen were dry-docked
repaired and over 20,000 repair-
float. Women nobly and effecti-
responded to the call made upon
p, and some of the large battle-
s, for example, had been painted
coated by the women on the Ad-
Ity floating dock. Women had even
rfully undertaken such disagreeable
dirty work as the chipping and
ng of the interiors of marine
IS,
a period of just under four years,
¢ which the Admiralty pontoon
been stationed at Jarrow Slake,
ards of 145 vessels, ranging from
small - minelayers to the very lar-
battleships, had been safely dock-
repaired, and undocked. Many
us vessels were accommodated in
ontoon dock, and the Tyne be-
the natural refuge for the larger
of “lame ducks” from the Fleet.
e Lion, after the Dogger Bank,
1500 square feet of her outer
m plating damaged, and arrived
e river drawing 37ft. forward.
vessel was heeled over 8deg. to
le four coffer dams to be fitted
the latter were then pumped dry.
hundred and fifty tons of com-
with which the damaged parts
been filled had to be blasted out.
repairs to Lion occupied seven
ks. In the case of the super-
dnought Marlborough, badly tor-
¢l at Jutland, time was of the
est possible importance at that
al period. The firm entrusted
the work undertook to finish
epairs in six weeks, and the pro-
was ridiculed by many. The
, however, agreed practically to
on the job until it was finished,
messing and sleeping arrange-
s were provided on a vessel
side. The men worked from
. to g p.m., with intervalsi only
icals; a small night shift carrying
special boat service was run
cen the firm’s yard and the dock
¢ expeditious transport of mate-
and the vessel undocked in the
ed time. It was a great perfor-
e
ages bills of members of the Ship
irers’ Federation trebled during
ar, increasing in four years by
50,000 per annum. Heavy de-

mands were still being made on them
by the work of recouditioning enemy
ships, captured or handed over, and
released British ships, but it was bo-
ped, with loyal support from the men,
speedily to overtake arrears.

Rear-Admiral Slayter, Admiral-Su-
perintendent at the Tyne, spoke of the
absence of repair facilities at Scapa
Flow when war broke out, and said
that although ultimately Rosyth was
completed and floating docks were
brought north, it was on the great
mother ports of the Tyne, Clyde,
Barrow, and Liverpool that the Navy
chiefs depended. The engineer officers
of the Fleet worked magnificentiy in
keeping ready to raise steam at four-
hours' notice throughout four-and-a-
half years of war, and it was a great
moment after the enemy's surrender
when 'the signal came to let fires out.
By its repair work the Tyne earned
the gratitude not only of the Navy,
but the whole Empire.

Mr. R. F. Hindmarsh, Engineer to
the Tyne Improvement Commission,
said that to accommodate the Admi-
ralty pontoon dock a berth had to be
dredged to a depth of 5sft. at low
water, 1,368,000 tons of soil “were
removed, the bulk of it in three months,
which was about *a record” in dredg-
ing.

Commander Tabuteau, speaking of
the defensive arming of merchant
shipping, said that during the war
8,400 wessels were fitted with over
17,000 guns and howitzers. On the
North-East Coast 1,764 vessels were
fitted with 2,490 gtms, the figure in-
cluding the operation of transferring
guns from ship to ship, rendered
necessary by the fact that at ome time
there was only one gun to five ships.
At one period 13,000 men from the
Fleet  were manning the guns on
merchant ships.

Referring to the success of the arti-
fices resorted to in order to disguise
guns, he mentioned that Captain Thom-
son, aged over 70, of the steamship
Dunrobin, was able to sink three
submarines.

An editor named Ardasjev, from
Moscow, who formerly had some con-
nexions with the Bolshevik, has been
strangled in Stockholm by a party of
Russians. The body was thrown into
a lake.

A Bolshevik wireless message im-
plies that ome cause of the Afghan
war was the Ameer's desire to be
recognized as Caliph of the Musul-
mans, a title which *formerly belonged
to the Sultans of Turkey".

——
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|THE REORGANISATION OF RUSSIA.

A ROUMANIAN OPINION
(From the “Near East"),

Bucharest.

A distinguished Roumanian officer,
who has recently returned from Bess-
arabia, where he held a high military
command, has made some interesting
statements for the benefit of readers
of The Near East. Regarding the pre-
sent state of Bessarabia, he remarked
that the presence on its soil of a highly
disciplined army was producing an ex-
cellent effect so far as the maintenance
of order was concerned, providing as
it did an efficient barrier to the en-
croachments of Bolshevism. The ab-
sence of trained officials in the pro-
vince had entailed a heavy drainage
on the resources of the Kingdom in
this respest; but this lack of officials
and functionaries, as he pointed out,
is mot limited to Bessarabia. Russia,
as a whole, is suffering from the lack

of trained functionaries, as well
as trammed officers. These two
classes, which are essential for the

successful reorganisation of the coun-
try, have been completely exterminat-
ed as a result of the Bolshevik move-
ment. Great armies led by efficient
officiers would be necessary for the
establishment of some semblance of
order, and these would have to be
seconded by a no less important army
of trained officials if there were to be
any prospect of maintaining the order
once established. Military operations
would take the form of a war of ma-
noeuvres, presenting insurmountable
difficulties in a country as vast as
that of Russia. Nor are the immense
masses of men essential for this pur-
pose available; indeed, the forces of
which Admiral Koltchak disposes are
totally insufficient.

A Russian soldier refuses to serve
unless paid something like 50 roubles
a day, and the pay an amateur
officer. devoid of military training
and even of elementary education, runs
into hundreds. There was mno reason
fof assuming that there were two ty-
pes or categories of soldier in Russia.
Bolshevik or not, the Russian soldier
is the same everywhere. (The French
mission in Roumania committed this
mistake in the winter of 1917-18, when
they endeavoured to convince the Rou-
manian military commaunders that they
could raise and equip 6o divisions in
Ukraine, under the illusion that the
Russians of Ukraine were more trust-
worthy or less susceptible to Bolshe-
vik contamination than Russians else-
where.) Without efticient leaders the
Russian soldier is valueless. It is the
military inefficiency of the Bolshevik
armies which enables Roumania to
hold her own on two fronts with a
handful of men, and there is no rea-
son for believing that Admiral Kol-
chak’s forces are made of material

of

different from that of the Bolshevik
troops.

My informant declared himself very
pessimistic regarding Admiral Kol-
tehak's qualifications for bringing the
task he had undertaken to a success-
ful conclusion, even gianting him to
be seconded by the right men and to
have the necessary elements at his di-
sposal, which is not the case. (It is
interesting to note that the Admiral
is of Roumanian origin, his name be-
ing spelt here Colceag.) Of General
Denikin, with whom he is persgnally
acquainted, he appears to have a very
poor op nion,

Asked if the re-establishment of order
in Russia would present any. danger
to Roumania, in view of Admiral Kol-
tchak's refusal to recognise Bessara-
bia's union with the Mother Country,
my informant assured me that all fears
on this ground were unfounded, as
there was no prospect of Russia be-
coming a homogeneus unified state
for many years to come. On the other
hand, a strong unified Russia would
present a very real danger to Europe
from the fact that her German sympa-
thies are as widespread and as deeply
rooted to-day as they were at any time,

Eik?

Canadian Woman M. P.

Mrs. M. O. Ramsden has been elected
to represent the district of Pelly in
the Saskatchewan Legislature. This is
the first woman to be elected in Sas-
katchewan, and the second to contest
a constitueney.

Mrs. Ramsden is a Liberal, and her
opponent was a returned soldier who
ran as an Independent. She succeeds
her husband, who died a few weeks
ago.

German Invitstion fo Paland.

The Polish Information Committes
learns from Warsaw that the German
Delegation informed the Allies that
Germany wishes to open direct nego-
tiations with Poland regarding the
evacuation of territories allotted to
Poland by the Peace Treaty. These
negotiations would aim at assuring an
orderly transfer of Prussian Admini-
stration and at working out a plan for
the withdrawal of officials, The Ger-
manis suggest Berlin as the place for
negotiations, assuring the Polish Dele-
gates of every consideration, and ask
for a reply as to whether Poland will
accede to their proposal.

New York ladies have started wear-

ing as earrings copies of their admi-
rers' decorations.
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MASSACRE TN A RAVINE!'

RAISULI'S POISON GAS|BOMBS.

(From the “Times” correspondent).

TANGIER, 24,

I am ahle to:send 'you an eyewit-
1iess’s aceount of 'the. disaster: 1o a
Spanish- column, at-the hands of Rai-
suli’s tribesmen, of which! I informed
you in my telegram dated - the  16th.
The  object -of this column was the
establishing of new posts on the slopes
of the Wad Ras mountains, abont 20
miles from Tangier.

Jury

A column of mixed Spanish and
pative soldiers, about 170 strong, with
three officers ‘a4 major, a captain, and

a lieutenant, left Melusa at' dawn. and
a few hours later entered the deep
ravine of Benian., This movement of
troops had been treacherously disclosed
to Raisuli, who had taken: his precau
tions. While  still - in' the | ravine ano-
ther column, ostensibly Spanish troops,
appeared - on - thé - hills: jabove.  They
were - Raisuli’s men in  disguise. The
officers - and'  men  in  correet. Spanish
wniforms, and, to complete the. decep-
tion, manv had, contrary to the native
custom, shaved their beards, leaving
only /moustaches.

The commander of the Spanish column,
having assured himself by observition
that' they were friendly troops, continuerl
his march through the.ravine. Suspect-
ing nothing, the column was easily
surrounded. (and isuddenly: a' vollgy was
fired into it from the hills above. The
Spanish commander, realizing the hopeless
ambush into which he and his troops
had  fallen, immediately shot' himself
with & revolver.

Meanwhile  Raisuli’s men ' rushed
down the hillside and hurled bombs
of poison gas amongst the soldiers,
These bombs consist of black balls a
little smaller ghan billiard balls. They
do not explode, or apparently burn,
but either on leaving the hand or on
reaching the “ground chemical action
is set mp: and _their  materialy not
unlike' unslaked  lime,  disintegrates,
emitting an invisible penetrating gas.
Many Spanish soldiers ran only a few
vards, and fell overpowered. My  in-
formant himself was gassed at a dis-
tance, and, after violent vomiting, re-
covered.

Raisuli’s men, on reaching the bottom
of the ravine, had their faces covered
as a precaution against this gas. They
massacred the Spanish and native tro-
ops, mostly by -cutting their, throats
with their daggers. Of the 170  men
and three officers, fewer than 10 men
are believed to have escaped. The rest
are all reported killed.

Vain Warnings.

These hombs were no doubt intro-
duced into -the . Spanish zone during
the  war for Ahdul Malek’s forces,
which were fighting the French near
Taza, The Times often pointed out dur-

ing - theswar: the certainty that every
machination. of, the  Germans. in ; the
Spanish zone would eyentually be nsed
against the Spaniards themselves, & and
these last 10 days’ fighting svith Raisuli
has fully confirmed my repeated warn-
ings. All the arms, ammunition, money,
and stores which; Raisuli was obtaining,
largely. through  German _influence  and
pro-German - connivance, are now being
turned against Spain, and this unfortu-
nate column of Spanish. troops . was
exterminated by the diabolical employ-
ment of peison gas, bombs introduced
into the Spanish zone  for the purpose
of being used against the French,

The following, day a column of 600
Spanish | and | native  iroops, drawn
mostly from the Alcazar regimenis left
Ergaya to attack  the village of Ben
Hamap, one of the Wad Ras. chiefs.
The village was bombarded and. part
of Ben Haman's house destroyed, hut
Raisuli’s _tribesmen . counter-attacked,
and _the  Spanish, column  was . driven
back, losing . transport, and . material,
and suffering  very | beavy. casualties.
It was able, howeyer, fo  withdraw
many of its_dead and  wounded, who
were conveyed to Ergaya The dead,
too numerous to be buried in single
graves, were thrown into pits, and as
many wounded as possible were eva-
cuated to_Tangier and . Arzeila,
the. Frgaya hospital . was over-full.
This hospital at Ergaya. consists of a
long wooden shed, covered with galvan-
ized iron, is said to contain no beds,
and is insupportably hot. The suffer-
ings of the wounded are reported .as
piteous,

On the arrival of ambulances at the
Spanish hospital at Tangier the doc-
tors in charge of the hospital refused
to receive the wounded, as they stated
that they had mo vacant beds, and
they were sent on to Arzeila. No noti-

fication of this want of room séems to
have been made and no precautions
taken, for the- wounded continwed

during several days to arrive, only to
be sent back to Apzeila, where there
is a good hospital, The result of
this want of organization added many
unnecessary hours of travel in great
heat over abominable fracks to the
sufferings of the wounded. %
General Barrera had  meanwhile
akrived at Ergaya from Laraiche with
tribal |e1nf|31rvm|'nts under Kaid Ermiki
Unfortunately on arrival immediate
differences of opinion arose between
him and the general commanding the
Ceuta digtrict, and General Barrera and
his tribal forces withdrew, returning. to
Laraiche without ~ a single attempt
being made to wipe out the disaster.
On July 16 the Madrid Press ann-
ounced: — “Glorious and fruitful vie-
tory”’ and “Complete rout of Raisuli”,

for |

GOLD! SMBG&MHE 10 GERMANY.

French Police Disguve,ry.l ol

The French police have discovered
that for “some 'time pust &' gang has
fieen smuggling gold across the Franco-
Italian frontier, as’ much as L 8,000
in gold being thus spirited into Italy
in return for Ttalian banknotes. ‘The
Matin states that this gold is passed
on into Germany,

A man named Grassi is one of the

chief ringleaders in. this illicit traffic.

He had under him a small army of
collectors, who in- their turn employ-
ed café and hotel waiters, horse dea-
lers, and men whose: ordinary vocation
takes them through  country distriots,
to tout for. gold. Peasant. hoarders
were offered as much as 50 per cent.
gain if they would hand over their
gold for French banknotes. Bordeaux,
Biarritz, Toulouse, Avignon, and Mar-
seilles were regularly worked, the in-
termediaries in the case of towns be-
ing generally second-hand art. and
jewelry dealers. The centre on the
Italian side, is in Turin, and it is
reckoned to have received since,the
Armistice about L 20,000 in gold,
All sorts of tricks are employed to
get money over the frontier. Grassi
did not despise the methods of the old
cargo runners, and owes his arrest to
the fact that an Englishman had his
suspicions aroused by witnessing a

mysterious meeting hetween two men

on the shore, one of whom had arriv-
ed from the Italian side by boat. As
for the railway, which is also largely
used, the Customs officials have not
time to search every traveller. The
gold ‘traffickers get across wearing
battons like ordinary people, but the
buttons are 20f. or 10f. pieces, cov-
ered with cloth. Others wear broad
scapulaires doubled, in which are sewn
several hundred franes in gold. Others
are women, with their dresses, their
hair, and their hats lined with the
precions metal, Gold is also secreted
inside the outer or inmer hatband. A
railway guard has been arrested who
made use of his comparative immunity
to take gold across the frontier.
Another trick employed ~ was the
following. Gold pieces were laid out
in & box which had the apjpearance
of a book. The bearer, on arriving
at Mentone at—the—French Customs,
hid the book Tunder éne of the cush-
ions, and then got out for his luggage
to be examined. A moment after, a
confederate” who had been waiting on
the platform, and had already passed
the Customs, entered the compartment
and took possession of the book, and
went on to the Italian side, where
he had only to hand over the gold.

Bolshevist Army pay is being increas-
ed as follows:—For men in thé rear
from 250 rotubles per  month to 300;
for those on the 'front" from 350 rou-
bles to 400 roubles monthly.

L river. By meuans  of improved ¢l
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Gigantic F;jench Scheme,

In an interview accorded to .
resentative’ ot ' the “Detit Parisie
Cels. the Under-Secretary -of Sta
Public 'Works, unfolded the “schen
the canalization ‘and utilization (f
water-power of the Rhone. A deri
canal “will be ‘constructed, “which
mike the rviver nivigable' 'for shi
1,200 tons- from the 'sea”'to Swi
land, and power stations will 'be
cted along the whole length

power the pavigation aud irrig
of the whole distriet “will- be
formed.

The concession for this: g

scheme will be  given to one' co
to be formed by the departmenis
déring the Rhone and the Depa
of the Seine. - The'-capital wil
200,000,000f, to be raised by de
res. The burden of ‘the  interest
be reduced by an - arrangement
which the ‘power’: stations, /as soo
they are completed, will be takes
by the subscribers. Thus the «i
Paris, which is expected to sub
100,000,000f. is ready!to take
200,000 kilowatts -of . power
supplied by the' Rhone power: st

The - Minister -of - Finance: 1
examining - the plans, - and. whei
investigation - is - completed a . Bl
carrying out the scheme -wili:be
duced in the Chamber,

—

The Salvage Work at Scap

Twenty-one  ships of the s
German fleet in Scapa Flow have
raised and” are awaiting overhs
in dry dock. They are the batth
Baden, ''the light cruisers F
Frankfurt  apd  Nurnberg, i
destroyers.

The only other ship it is po
to salve is the Hindenburg, the
nels and masts of which ar
showing above the water. To re
her will be a big undertaking, and
decision whether it will be unde
will rest with the Peace Oonfer
All the other ships lie in
water and it is hopeless to atten
salve them. Altogether 53 ships
sunk.

—

The. Jews and Gonscriptior

Tif® efforis made for some tine
by the Jewish authorities in T4
with a. view to exempting . the
from conscription appear to have
Ily been crowned with success.
now stated that the Turkish Go
ment has decided to place the
on the same footing as  the U
and Armenians whose exemption
conscription had been preyiously
ded upon.

The* Government press.
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