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“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

In an interview with the Voice of
America, Mykhailo Podolyak, adviser

to the administration of the President of
Ukraine, said the representatives of the
Georgian authorities “must change their
tone” when speaking about Ukraine, or
reduce their speeches regarding Ukraine
if they can’t do it for some reason:

“Officials in Georgia should change
their tone, and if they cannot do it for
some reasons, then reduce their public
speeches regarding Ukraine - this will be
good for their reputation,” said Podolyak.

The ruling party leaders, the Minister
of Defense of Georgia, Juansher
Burchuladze and Anri Okhanashvili, the
chairman of the Legal Affairs committee
of Georgian Parliament both responded
to Mykhailo Podolyak. Both of their state-
ments express disappointment.

The Minister of Defense, Juansher

Georgian Dream members respond to Mykhailo
Podolyak’s statement that their party ‘should

change their tone’ when speaking about Ukraine

Burchuladze, said that they have repeat-
edly tried to “warm up relations” with the
Ukrainians:

“We have repeatedly tried to warm up
our personal relations with our Ukrai-
nian brothers, and this narrative, which
is coming towards us, I think is not cor-
rect,” said Burchuladze.

Anri Okhanashvili has called
Mykhailo Podolyak a ‘hostile person’ to
Georgia in his statement, adding that he
is not interested in the opinion of some-
one who makes ‘statements against the
sovereignty’ of Georgia:

“I am not interested in the frivolous,
absurd positions of people who are hostile
to our country. Therefore, all those people
who make statements against our coun-
try and our interests, make statements
against the sovereignty of our country,
these people cannot be considered as per-
sons we want.”, said Okhanashvili.

This is not the first time that Mykhailo

Podolyak has been critical of Georgia’s
ruling party. In an interview with For-
mula in June, when asked about whether
he reads Georgian Dream leaders’ state-
ments, he responded that there is no need
for him to read them when it’s all just a
‘street talk’:

“What do I need it for? There is such a
concept, as a highly cultured intellectual
person. When these people speak like a
street, it is not necessary to read it. I do
not know how you vote for such people
who speak in this tone. It is your inter-
nal choice. You may choose those who
speak in the style of less educated people.
If you like it, no problem. I’m in favor of
both hands. This is your internal policy.
They can talk, but when the war ends,
we will ask each other questions on in-
ternational platforms: you talked like

that, you are cool guys, then explain to
us why you acted like that? We will talk
later. Now people are being killed here,
and I am forced to listen to people who
cannot argue their thoughts,” said the
advisor of the President’s office.

According to him, there is a relation-
ship between the governments of Geor-
gia and Ukraine, and certain issues are
being discussed, however, at the moment,
it is about the perception of reputation
during the war.

“In the future, they won’t be able to
tell us that you supported us. How did
you support us when the cities were be-
ing bombed? So we should listen to the
guys drinking Borjomi in Tbilisi under
air strikes? We will discuss everything
later. History will place the accents ap-
propriately,” Podolyak said.

Anri Okhanashvili

Juansher Burchuladze

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The former deputy head of the State
Security Service of Georgia, Soso

Gogashvili, said that he received threats
from Bidzina Ivanishvili in prison. As
Gogashvili claims, they demand him to
give their desired testimony.

“In the 12th institution, I received a
threat from Bidzina Ivanishvili, that if I
did not stop and give the desired testi-
mony, me and my family would be de-
stroyed. I might find out that my family
was suffocated by CO, died in a fire or a
car accident.” said Gogashvili

In a ‘better’ case, Gogashvili said that
they threatened his family members and
the inner circle with imprisonment.

“I hold Bidzina Ivanishvili and his fam-
ily responsible for the illegalities commit-
ted against my family and relatives. To-
gether with my family, I will continue
the fight for justice and continue the ex-
posing campaign,” said Gogashvili’s
statement.

According to the lawyers of Soso
Gogashvili, after his arrest, the former
high-ranking official of the Security Ser- CONTINUED ON Page 2

‘I received a threat from Bidzina
Ivanishvili’ Ioseb Gogashvili says

vice received a phone call twice from the
Minister of Internal Affairs of Georgia,
Vakhtang Gomelauri and threatened him.

At the briefing, human rights defender
Ramaz Chinchaladze spoke about the
phone conversations between Gogashvili
and the minister and noted that
Gomelauri asked Gogashvili to give their
desired testimony.

“On July 28, Ioseb Gogashvili, who is
placed in the N12 penitentiary institu-
tion, was taken to the shower and he was
pointed to the phone placed on the win-
dow shelf and was told that the phone
would ring and he must answer it. In a
few minutes, the phone rang. Ioseb
Gogashvili answered the phone. And the
Minister of Internal Affairs of Georgia was
talking to him.

As Gogashvili states, there was quite
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a tense conversation between
them, and the said conversation
was mainly about threats. If
Gogashvili did not keep silent,
he must have considered the fac-
tors that could happen to him,
his family and relatives. The

‘I received a threat from
Bidzina Ivanishvili’

Ioseb Gogashvili says

main request to Gogashvili was
that he should give the testi-
mony they wanted on the issues
that Gogashvili voiced already
after his arrest through his so-
cial page. Regarding this issue,
the conversation between Ioseb
Gogashvili and the Minister of
Internal Affairs took place in the
same manner, as a result of be-
ing taken from the cell to the
bathroom, the next day as well.
During the second conversation,
Gogashvili was promised that
since it was necessary to silence
not only him, but also his fam-
ily members, they would bring

his family members to the peni-
tentiary institution with him, so
that he could talk about silence
and persuade them. This condi-
tion has been fulfilled”
Chinchaladze said.

As the lawyer points out,
Gogashvili has evidence of his re-

moval from the cell and his con-
versation with Gomelauri.

The former high-ranking of-
ficial appeals to the public de-
fender, politicians, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, hu-
man rights defenders and the
diplomatic corps to protect his

family.
Gogashvili is charged with 3

counts: illegal purchase-storage-
carrying of firearms, exceeding
official authority, and tampering
with personal information or
personal data.
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Davit Arakhamia
releases a video, addresses
Ivanishvili and his servants’

Davit Arakhamia, the chairman of the
“People’s Servant” faction in the Ukrai-
nian Rada, responded to the information

spread in the media about the suspen-
sion of diplomatic passports for Ukrainian
MPs and other high-ranking officials and
explained that he was the initiator of the
said decision.

Arakhamia released a video address-
ing the Georgian government and noted
that he has already received a new diplo-
matic passport, with a 5-year visit to the
USA, which he publishes “especially for
Ivanishvili and his servants”.

Arakhamia criticized the government
of Georgia for the statements made on
the 14th anniversary of the August 2008
war, and as he says, he expected that the
government of Georgia would not have
the courage to rebuke the aggressor even
in relation to his country.

“Today, after a special break of several
days, I decided to publish a video. I was
wondering what the reaction of the Geor-
gian government would be on the anni-
versary of the August 2008 war and
whether anyone would have the courage
to rebuke the aggressor in relation to
Ukraine or not, at least in relation to
their own country, and remind them of

the sacrifices and losses the Russian war
brought to Georgia.

It happened as I expected.
There was no reaction from the repre-

sentatives of the Georgian government,
which is due to fear and cooperation with
the Russian authorities. The only thing
I found during the tracking for the Geor-
gian media was the widespread informa-
tion about the confiscation of diplomatic

passports and their punishment for the
deputies of the parliament, including me,
as I am also a deputy. They exaggerated
this and created a special operation out
of this story.

Now, I will publish a new diplomatic
passport, especially for Mr. Ivanishvili
and his servants, which contains a 5-year
government visa from the United States
of America. You should understand that
such visas are fortunately no longer avail-
able to you. I hope that in the eighth pack-
age of sanctions, which the European
Union will approve in the near future,
we will see who represents what, who will
have what passport, and who will be
where. “Well, be well, kisses,” said
Arakhamia,

A Few days ago, Ukrainian media re-
ported that the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Ukraine canceled hundreds of dip-
lomatic passports, including the decision
of Ukrainian MPs. Davit Arakhamia,
Lisa Yasko, and Alexi Goncharenko,
chairman of the “People’s Servant” fac-
tion, were among the high-ranking offi-
cials on the mentioned list.

‘It’s unfair to ban
Russian citizens from entering

Europe,’ Olaf Scholz says

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz does not like the idea of
banning Russian citizens from
entering Europe.

Scholz thinks that the war in
Ukraine was started by Vladimir
Putin and it is unfair to punish
Russian citizens by banning
them from traveling to Europe.
The German chancellor believes
that the already imposed sanc-
tions against Russia are suffi-
cient.

“This is Putin’s war, so we
don’t like such calls [to ban entry to Eu-
rope],” Scholz said at a press conference
today.

Scholz says that the sanctions imposed
by the European Union against the Rus-

sian leadership and those close to them
are quite extensive and these sanctions
will continue.

The topic of the ban on the entry of

Russian citizens into Europe will be dis-
cussed by the ministers of foreign affairs
of the EU member states at a meeting
planned in Prague.

Estonia bans Russian citizens with Schengen Visas
from entering the country

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Estonia has announced that it is closing its
borders to Russian citizens with Schengen visas issued by the country.

“After a week, the sanctions will apply to Schengen visas issued by Estonia. Re-
strictions will be imposed on visa holders [from Russia], they will be prohibited from
entering Estonia,” said Estonian Foreign Minister, Urmas Reinsalu.

Earlier, it was reported that the Prime Minister of Estonia, Kaia Kalas, sup-
ported the request of the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky, to ban the
issuance of tourist visas to European citizens of Russia,”

UNM’s Dekanoidze says impossible to separate Saakashvili
from Georgian Politics

According to Khatia Dekanoidze, the Chair of the United National Movement, it
is impossible to separate ex-President Mikheil Saakashvili from Georgian politics.

“I think that separating Mikheil Saakashvili from Georgia and Georgian politics
is simply unthinkable because Mikheil Saakashvili is a factor in Georgian politics -
his personality, based on his past, his present - is a factor in Georgian politics. As for
his open participation in elections, of course, this is up to him, and of course, this is
up to the citizens and voters of Georgia. Therefore, I would not make conclusions
only from his social network, posts, or from the statements of several lawyers. It is
unthinkable to separate Mikheil Saakashvili from Georgia. He is a factor, he has
great historical importance, and he is the third President of Georgia.

We, as a party, his friends, and all those who are not only party-related to Mikheil
Saakashvili but also have had very important relationships with him over the years,
have not heard any personal statement on the separation of the National -Movement
and Mikheil Saakashvili according to his will. Accordingly, this has not been a topic
of discussion,” stated Dekanoidze.


