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“SMS of War” was compiled couple of
weeks after Georgian-Russian war of Au-
gust 2008.

In about 70 short text messages a reader
gets the picture of Russian invasion as seen
through the eyes of Georgians who, cought
by surprise, were stranded in different
parts of their country while the military
conflict unfolded.

The project presents sms-es that were
exchanged in Georgia locally and from
abroad, from the beginning of the war un-
til the ceasefire.

“@dol gbigdgligdo” gozmods 2008
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070808 22:19 y39sBg 353560 0lss, ™A
989603 3OO0IOOL 535S SO0

070808 22:19 The funniest thing is that
they (government) are also depending on
the Courier (news)

080808 22:12 3300000 459M300
ML9gTs 43005, 3993H0bo
0930505HgoM, 330039 gNM
30300 BobIMSLE)

080808 22:12 Kokoity appeared, say-
ing Russia betrayed them. Putin is at the
Olympics asking for help.

Kokoity pandarast (down with Kokoity)

080808 10:35 *******0 ¢339 0blooy®
0b6x3m®5305L 96 BEMBIL MIMN6
053930060930m7? o396dM>M?
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080808 10:35 Maybe ******* has some insider
news concerning the war? Are we fucked?

080808 22:12 dgmbo ™o FosGros
dOEGMO 500M. MHYIMOZ0LEHGOOL
Logm39emom dMmd0WoDoE0s
399Mo3bss 30853! dopomo......!

080808 22:12 I think it is time for you
to really buy the ticket. Misha just an-
nounced general mobilization of reservists!




090808 13:55 IIpoxanHaio 3Ty BOHHY
CO BCEMU IIOJTUTUKAMHU, TEPPUTOPUAMU
nHTepecamu. beperu cebs

090808 13:55 (in Russian) Damn this war
with all the politicians, territorial interests.
Take care of yourself
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090808 15:47 He mory mpopBaThCs, KaK THI?
Hagmerocs - 1es1a

090808 15:55 (in Russian) It is impossible
to get through. How are you? Hope you're
safe



080808 23:25 30l 3mOHGHB oMGHYU.
00¢0oldo INYLO M93WH330L
LodobOLEGHOM Y3 0sM

080808 23:25 They hit Poti port. Whole
Ministry of Defence in Tbilisi was evacu-
ated




090808 00:23 cwsbRbymo s Bgbsozo
©0M3dLs?

090808 00:23 Did they bomb Lanchkhuti
and Senaki?




100808 02:03
399060 bLobdg s dodo

100808 02:03

It is the frozen silence and fear
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100808 23:40

I™** camror! XoTsg cerogHs 5TO He OYeHb
IIpUATHOe ITpuBeTcTBUe... [loporoit, eciu
BaM OYeHb IIOXO M BAaC GOMOSIT - 3TO
yxacHo! Mos ceMa roToBa Bac IpUHATE BO
BpeM: 3TOrO.

100808 23:40 (in Russian)

G™* salut! Even though it’s not a good
greeting nowadays... My dear, if you are
not well and you are bombed it’s horrible!!!
My family can shelter you during this...
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100808 16:15

Kaxk y Bac ¢ meHpramMu u IpogyKTamu’?

100808 16:15 (in Russian)

How are you in terms of food and money?
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100808 16:23

He mory aHuuero cmorpeTs Hu cirymars. He
crurio Hoyamu. Kak Tbr?

100808 16:23 (in Russian)

Cannot watch or listen to anything. Cannot
sleep at night. How are you?
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100808 20:26

9mdfgM9go G599 350306009 50
3396005030 Mobgds s0bMEgm?

100808 20:26

Please write me something or I'm going
crazy here in Kvariati. Are you dead or
what?
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100808 23:40

¥>xac uro TBoput Poccusa! I, ne
crecHaca npomy Tebsa!! Moii oM OTKpHIT
17151 TeOs1 U TBOe#t cembu... Mou pozurtenu
TOTOBBI IIOMOYb BaM, U I KOHeuHO ToxKe!!!

100808 23:40 (in Russian)

‘What Russia does in horrible! G**, don’t be
shy I'm begging you!!!!l My house is open
for you and your family... My parents are
ready to help you and so am I, of course...
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100808 23:40 ITpomry Tebs ecau magaoT
60MOBI U CTPEJIAIOT 9TO TpocTo mu3ger!!!
[TpuexaiiTe Kk HaM U He JyMaiiTe maxe, 4TO
5TO Heym0OHO... MBI mpumeM Bac ¢ 1o6poit
Iymroit!

100808 23:40 (in Russian) I beg you if
bombs are falling and there’s shooting it’s
so fucked up!!! Come to us and don’t even
think that it would be of any inconve-
nience... We will accept you with open
heart!
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100808 20:45 Lsmds6o Imgdggdgdom
B gdY0 IMLobegmdols

5LObTIMYPIS© Y390 bMTgHBY
200399; B560b 00Mgdgds 1 ro®o

100808 20:45 To assist victims of military
operations please call 200399. Price of the
call 1 Lari




110808 10:38 ®5 bgds. GoFsd0 33 o6
0593L. B3960 X960 M0 Md0olidos
3397 by badm, 39dobos

110808 10:38 Please tell me what’s going
on. Have no TV in Racha. Is it true that our
army is already in Tbilisi? Where are you,
I’m scared
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110808 04:35

LoMsE BYImsb sSHEml dmAdO
Bodmogqls

110808 04:35

The bomb just hit somewhere nearby
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110808 04:57

3933 393099. 99 850630535063 ML
BodMm30Y3569 85303900. Md0OLLY3

0m3d539b 535000 EYs! s
5b5bO3L 5539090 033000 5b.
MOX IO 353099 s

110808 04:57

I heard it as well. As on purpose I brought
kids to Tbilisi just today and now they are
bombing here as well. L™** saw explosions
from Tsavkisi. I heard it twice

20



110808 08:30 39656 30 50l ddz30Md.,
35650 5539 J905 IW0gMHO 0YM Qo
SBWMU. 35605MMd9b G g3mU 56
9005b. Bsdmdoesgm m30m3xzm06s39d0
5360065396, Hds olob.

110808 08:30 We are fine but the explo-
sion was strong and near. Speculating
about train depot or (mount) Elia. Civil
airlines are still flying around, I can hear
the sound.
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110808 13:51 go099 OOm 58390749057
39 3100 2530L305 s BgaL ot
4390l 9dobs. 3065000 3536939

110808 13:51 Have you heard the explo-
sion this morning? I almost had a heart
attack and everyone around was asleep. I
nearly lost my mind

110808 14:03 3*** 9****** e 060056
3900035605 s Il MMbosb
39350 Bsbs Bobosmsls dmsby

110808 14:03 M*** M***** fell out of bed
and from M**s window, a fire was visible
on mount Makhata
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110808 20:27

0099999999" 56 8506¢9MLgdL 8gb o
3™ 59MEOM 59 393IIMGOOM HMORIMHO

56 9my03009m! M) ©5395 0(3MY0 MMI
doer0sb doyzs®mbotron

110808 20:27

Moooom! I don’t care you and G*** come
over here just so you don’t get hurt! If any-
thing happens remember I love you very
much
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110808 11:25 95330500900 5g BoGOGHm.

396530l 39969353. ©fidobglio Mols
53dmdL. 33m;360

110808 11:25 I'll probably go crazy here

alone cannot reach anyone on the phone.
What does His Holiness say? Kiss
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110808 14:03 3806 g6 B396L

9Bl 390356539 QO S1g FoPbEY
5M5MFBOG0SXMM0 IDbM3bss
1553503000l 80530 MdS MBS Foz0L,
MM 56 253690900mM!!! 56
3MOMOL 5 MbgOL Ms30L J0TYdMY
AIO0GHMMH0JO0M IROHYZM!

110808 14:03 Yesterday I spoke with one of
our ambassadors and he said there’s inof-
ficial demand for Saakashvili’s government
to resign, otherwise they won’t stop!!! Or
they will grab Kodori and Ossetia with
adjacent territories!

110808 14:03 5¢0d500 0306 30O 5dgl
5330035996 s 0ligg OHlgmol
310960605 Mbs 393bgm

110808 14:03Probably they’ll impose Gior-
gadze on us and we will again become a
Russian gubernya
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110808 21:05 Lobedo 0ysgzom. HLob
X935 459M05MS Y39WdRIHO o Foeg
d0¢oldo 0469050. OHMboErs©,
3909 56 49bz0gM

110808 21:05 Stay home. Russian troops
have passed through everything on their
way and will be in Tbilisi soon, they say.
Be cautious and do not go outside
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110808 14:19 0ys30 3560 X 96 139bo
56 359MOASM. OIL MBdOEOLOL
©50M3d35L M Jd05b. olig Mo
Lolfomaros. esli chto, i love you

110808 14:19 Stay there just yet and do not
move. Thilisi bombing is expected today
but you know there’s magic in the air. Love
ya, so that you know
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110808 17:27 Mory 1 4 9TO cHienaTs?
Yro myx)HO? ¥V Tebs ecTh BU3a KpoMe KaK
rpebGaHOI POCCUICKOI?

110808 17:27 (in Russian) Can I do any-
thing? What is needed? Do you have a visa
other than freaking Russian one?
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120808 11:54

** npuset! Hazetocs Ts1 B HOpMe. I
TOJIPKO ceifyac Hauuia TBou HoMep tei. Hu
e-MauJIbl He Iucasa. 'oBopsAT py-cautii y
Bac He oTkpbIBaroTcs. Bot tak mxas ((((((((

120808 11:54 (in Russian)

I*** hello! Hope you're fine. I've just found
your number. Did not email you though as
they say Russian sites are blocked on your
side. What a Jazz (((((((

29



120808 00:45 Mory BCTpeTUTB Bac Ie-
HI/I6Y,ZI;B, €CJIN 9TO - IIPUCTPOUTH

120808 00:45 (in Russian) I can meet you
somewhere, maybe help you with accomo-
dation

120808 01:44 Brr MmeHs 06pamoBaty U
ycnokomtn. Crracu6o 3a 3a6ory. Temeps
ycny. [lo 3aBrpa. Mupa BaMm.

120808 01:44 (in Russian) You made me
happy and calm. Thank you for caring. I
will sleep now. Till tomorrow. Peace to
you
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120808 17:23 50 53 LodPYHGOOLMZ0L 30
mbs Amy3 &b B&"%3do. sbos Mo

120808 17:23 As of all these songs, because
of them we really deserve an assf&”"%
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120808 23:43 303bocro bse? 39
3093390 356. ImdHgMg OHmamE boG. 09
Bo9M3000356 s 35333V 59 3B™399. of
3056 9990dw0s, 396 36960900, bgow
dM30035M

120808 23:43 Are you alive? Tell me how
are you. I'm in Kiev. Will leave kids here
but cannot make myself stay so be back
tomorrow
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120808 09:33 Yro nmpoucxozut? MsI Bac
6omOuM, aTo mpasza?’ f B yxace...

120808 09:33 (in Russian) What is going
on? We are bombing you, is that true? I'm
horrified

Mawuna
“Bemayza’ na 6ase 5TP-80
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120808 02:46

He mory posBonutcsa. Kak B Tam? Kax
neru, rae ouu! Ter B Tudauce?

120808 02:46

(in Russian) Cannot reach you. How are
you? How are the children? Where are
they? Are you in Tiflis?
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120808 10:11 ITpaBzma uTO GBIOT KHUIIBIM
cexTopam??

120808 10:11 (in Russian) Is it true that
they bomb residential blocks?
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120808 23:38

653465 503030 25330500900 yMmOT0
9L 089bo Fd30M™d0s60 AZBogzMo
Q50035 ®MI OO MHOLZ0s JoaEsd
6580900 bobo Gg0dwgds Lbgolimsb
gmxbs?

120808 23:38

I really don’t know what to do. Today so
many peaceful passengers died in Gori that
it is too risky but how long can one be in
someone else’s house?
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130808 16:37 Dear Madam, Watching the
news, I am quite horrified by what is hap-
pening in your country.

You are not only a simple customer, so I
wanted to let you know that I think of you
and I hope that soon everything will get
back in order. I hope you are doing well
and that everybody around you is safe and
sound.

All the Best

Service Locations Meublées
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130808 11:32

3MOMO0EG SMN0D 5BbIBYOU.
53969l Joerone OHMIgOL BHnd
9460bgb s 530L5L 30HdH96.
Q™ 390356539, bLabero bogLigs
LONZOLIBO0

130808 11:32

Kodori fell to Abkhazs as well. TV showed
them removing Georgian flags and hanging
their own. Talked with L****, our house is
full of refugees.
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120808 21:44

I'oBopAT uTO NMIAHUPYETCA CMEeHa
mpasurenbcTsa. Vinyr Ha Tommucu. Y
Te0s eCTh BO3MOXKHOCTD KyJa-HUOYZb
BBIPBAThCA?

120808 21:44

They say the plan is to remove the govern-
ment. The troops are approaching Thbilisi.
Do you have any options to leave the city?
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130808 09:55 G»xlgdo ymGIdo 99300696
130808 09:55 Russians have entered Gori
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130808 18:39 Kax Bs1 Tam? YTo
mpoucxogut? DTo KaKoe-To Oe3yMue.
Beperu ce6s, mpoury.

130808 18:39 (in Russian) How are you?
What is happening? This is some kind of
madness. Take care of yourself, please.
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130808 12:43 99 e @me30¢0ds
Bodm350f09. 72 Losmos 3Bsdo 3o6.
Msg0li0 29830569 58 8 (30m. IJOMO
0079 3905356MBgbs. Bogomeo 538900
65030 330056 495d0Y35bL. Gro
bgds dmadfgergom

130808 12:43 I, a refugee, finally got home.
72 hours on the road. I went through hor-
ror with this belly. Only God would save
me. | may go nuts over what’s happening
there. Let me know what is going on

42



130808 15:37 ¥ Hac B Memua y>xe ZaBHO
IIBITAIOTCS CO37aTh Mera-HeraTUBHBII 00pa3
I'pysuun. M1 MmHOTHIE 3Ty MeAMA-KBAUKY
XaBaloT, He JKeJiasd BKIIOYUTb MO3TU. S,

KaK I'py3rHO(UI Besly IPOJBUHYTYIO
nesTenabHOCTh. Iloka ocTaioch B
MEHBIINHCTBE.

130808 15:37 (in Russian) Our media for
quite for a long time has beeb trying to cre-
ate hyper-negative image of Georgia. And
many have swallowed this media chew-
ing gum, without thinking. I, as a Geor-
giaphille, am conducting enlightement
activities. So far in a minority.
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140808 11:37

9530 256909 99300035000 bo@mdo.
99GH06M9ds

140808 11:37

We are entering NATO without MAP. I
wanna cry
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150808 20:40 ITocnremuue 10 nueit y

TB, omHOI pyKoil MOOUJIBHUK, JPyTast

Ha ceppue. [IpesuzeHTs! Xyamu u
He(TeIIpOBOAMU MePATCA, a TIOAYU THOHYT

150808 20:40 Last 10 days in front of TV,
one hand on the mobile, second on the
chest. Presidents compete their penises and
pipelines, and people are dying
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160808 16:28

3G 0539830000 OMI 25@05b,
039005 MHMA 2553Mhom. LG
36530 3D Gds BLEWOO Y39es
©J360wd)

160808 16:28

Calmed down a little bit since they’re fi-
nally leaving. Hope we survived. There’s a
supper for refugees in Sameba (Catherdal)
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160808 14:54

9" 390356539, M3EGH0ToLEGHWIMSWS.
GoGMIWs3 Igmbos HMI dmem Losmgo0s
5 5303™MAd(3 OMMIMdID sbg. 303
39630 5056 43015396 o063

160808 14:54

I have talked to E***. She seemed optimis-
tic. I think these are final hours and that’s
why they’re ravaging like that. At least
they’re not bombing any more
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160808 15:13

bmd bgsgzm, ©30603Hs 553900050
39L3d0 F5oGmgdom dgbogmmds Lododo
™3 0gm 336036M3O. 5¢d50 dcrenmlz9b
ool bogdy.

160808 15:13

Do you see? They blew up a railway in
Kaspi. I had a feeling that trains were un-
safe. Probably we are coming to an end
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160808 16:24 39305830 bY L3 sdo
56056 ©93b0gd0 MMIgEms3

9B5F0MH MO0 @GO O
09NMHJ0. 200bM30 ogbdstrmm

160808 16:24 There are refugees in the
school on Petriashvili (str), who need mat-
tresses and linen. Please help
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170808 17:40 3965390007 d5¢005b.
59 3960 590b0s. g9 YABIMSEgdO
900056 09 56 8006 396 453039.
099b0o bgoen 3063 29396 o
fo0mgoeo.

170808 17:40 Missing you a lot. Weather
here is nice. I'm not getting, are these de-
generates leaving or not? I think they will
leave tomorrow and we will dispatch from
here

170808 21:26 3996096 3w99469d
Q5 B3OS 6xM30 5O sGOL. 96
1533609007 396 353089 30056 019 565

170808 21:26 I'm watching Courier (news)
and I'm really on the nerves. How are you?
I don’t get, are they leaving or not
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180808 19:25 063gMbgBHo 610956
39000905. 6539 Losbrg bemd 56 ogom
©50dMb96 v ©sbsb 03 X MMgd0300

180808 19:25 My Inernet is ustable. Is
there any news or they are still stuck here
like mules

180808 13:26 56533960 LogMom©

180808 13:26 Nothing at all
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190808 15:16 06¢g6mbg@EHdo 560553960 5605

190808 15:16 There’s nothing in the Inter-
net

190808 15:16 ben, 893 ©5 5 H3 56 8oL

190808 15:16 Yeah, me too and I have no
TV here

190808 15:16 bg&o sx&" %6 oy 56
190808 15:16 So are they pissing off or not?

B twedCamgonsss ale
X
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190808 15:16 565! 339 d3mbos H™I

908035© 9O Mbs 304mo B396 o
353900 Y5O0 3963900 10-sb ghomo
™3 0dmdgds

190808 15:16 NO! I already think that we
are destined to live together with their
wrecked tanks, one of ten of which actu-
ally is in working condition
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190808 15:19 Bgdmbgdbg Bosbm o
361035BL 9erm©g0056m, Mmommbsg
MBOM goxdom TS b ES 49dob
6***1)

190808 15:19 They are themselves sitting
all packed up, waiting for the order. They
themselvs are so eager to leave as U********
told to G™*
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200808 13:46

6lid36M90007? 39 sdx 9O dombbgbdo
903R0gh0g9d do5@o6m9dwom dsb dmGoyo
05650 559JNJ5? LEdMWMM® MO
99330B>, 5335(0m39L > dmygaergl
365JGH03Mw0© 9694L0MGOMgd0 56MI0.

200808 13:46

What’s up? At this moment I'm rolling

in the train on my way to Munich. Did
another rail track got blown up over there?
And what’s left of us? They raided us,
killed us and we are basically annexed.




210808 10:23

Lobfomas 9% 39396 GXLNdL. gMmo
L5FoRoM™ LBEAOG05E 3O 9O 990300mbogl.
Lo0bg3METs30M MmIdo Imz0ygm

210808 10:23

Russians got shitted on pretty badly. I
couldn’t find even one article in their sup-
port. We beat them in the informational
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210808 18:57 gbg»s 3999690
65350033505l @ BoEMd® 3oL
mbgdL 5ddMOL MMd Bghbgmo
L5JoMM39eMT0 56 odMHYZsmM. SBYM
d90mbgqz5d0o MMLgol LodsGronggarmbomob
30 965 dmger AMmGBombiosb dmm(ggl
mdom

210808 18:57 I'm watching Novodvor-
skaya. She said it won’t be possible to make
Chechnya out of Georgia. In such case Rus-
sia will have to confront the whole world
she says
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220808 11:54 53630356 wsbOM.
1590190005. 3563900 4300bM396 o

0300mb 56 0dE9306! bgswsdg 3050
5d9U.

200808 11:54 I'm running senselessly. This
is a madhouse. Banks demand their due but
are not dispensing money! Will come up
with something till tomorrow.

010908 12:55 99 Lodlbobwy®do 356, ™o
Bodmyogl 3L, 09930 803 XoF330

90bom. 396M9 b sd5©YdOL WIS
5 0g Mbs 3030009 3G bboom.

010908 12:55 I'm at work. M*** is bringing
G*** as he demanded to be in the protest
line. Then I have to drop by at D***’s birth-
day.
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