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o1=MGIJ0N /CONGRATULATIONS!

60-FZNJ6N NLBMANY LIATIBIEMN 8hdIC Q060 / THE 60-YEAR HISTORY CONTINUES IN GEORGIA

0M9b3 dg9dnbogob RUGBY WORLD-dq9
From Frank Machin to the RUGBY WORLD

0530NY L3MOOITN BbM3MIdY (1963)

69700060 obelgo s6pyMOLemba

1003060 Gmmdn Aahsdp 3g@oba
Bobo boygnbab 60-70-006 Bemgodo gb

939em0 Jobmggma dmbogoab bagzatgmo
30endn 0gm — 9OHMdIOM0 3009M,
bV 89339demm 339bsbs bayggabgemn
000530b 303 dgbhgon — hzgb bmd ,63060b
0tenb” domdd 33bmabmdpnm.

dbmemme oo bbob dgdoga dngbzona,
6md dohotbg 3ghobob gdobo oo mbymdge,
0600300 30903030 Mo3d0b 3060b33mez0
0gm. 3393mbo, MmAd mgadn JOMemmE mMo
0mib3gm0 v3emam, 63bgdo 0gngg 0gm s
363 0dobomzab d0a30939300 gMoEEde, MM
3960bab gdntn, 136gbs dgdnbo dnM200 0RS
0 Mophmdmog 13 bmdgho gbgko.

h39b 39600390m00m bgdabdagt

356360006) mmMHB03g 3mag09830e0 (303936 80wgbM0, b63), BogmmmB semezady (3GBnwIbHNL BGAg3gma, bH3), dGgboMb dgbhadn
Future plc), 03300 badbmbody (Future Georgia), gengh medgngbo (0OH6I0L 3mbbymo), 0mbgd Hygdogmady (30gdoogbhn, bd3)
from left) Tornike Gogebashvili (Vice President, GRU), Nikoloz Alavidze (Advisor of the President, GRU), Brendon Bester

Future plc), David Samsonidze (Future Georgia), Clare Allbless (British Consul), loseb Tkemaladze (President, GRU)

0bogmMadognob bagzetgem medoddy, dogtod  SUCH IS THE SPORTS LIFE (1963) It was only a long time later that we
»030000 gobEab” godmeds Mogdn Directed by Lindsay Anderson realized that Richard Harris's protagonist was
dgmbgbabobbmgebo bdmbha agm. Starring Richard Harris not a fifteen but a thirteen-man rugby star. We
393M0d MM 8703390 d 960Basbdgdal  In the 60s and 70s of the last century, it thought the league just lacked two flankers,
d6mdad 9930 gedmomm. 1989 Bgmb was the favorite movie of all Georgian rugby  the rules were the same, and we did not even

30693900 00008080 bagabrmzgmmb boghgdds,  players — the only video where we could see  pay attention to the fact that Harris's hero,
mqb o hggbo gbmabyemo gnbenl obge®ddy  fragments of our favorite game — we lived Frank Meshin, was standing in the tower and
250 dohhdg dgpn o 5 dbmaygmom mobno. = behind the “Iron Curtain”. somehow number 13 was written. -
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dng0hbomm: malb gedmenb Jabmymo
390b0s LaghmTMMabm FyMbogmaby
RUGBY WORLD GEORGIA, 6H0dgembag
31939 60 Bemal abhmdos og3b. @

= We used to learn any information
about our favorite game, but Rugby was a
secondary sport beyond the Iron Curtain.
But times have changed and the work of
enthusiasts has paid off.
The Georgian national team played for

the first time in 1989, and today our national

team has 250 matches and 5 World Cups.
For a long time there was not a single

rugby stadium here, and in 2021 the Georgian

Rugby Union, which was founded 60 years ago,

launched a program of 100 new stadiums.

5

Georgian rugby had many milestones.
Maybe we should consider this event as
follows: today the Georgian version of the
international magazine RUGBY WORLD
GEORGIA is published, which also has a
history of 60 years. @
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MgddhmMal 6gbogmo / Editor's letter

aNSABISM, madanh dMadasr!

796bdcm RUGBY WORLD-0b 60-6¢masbo
obdmeno bagobmzggmmdn ghdgmogds.
bogabmzgmmb Gogdab 3ogdodal
000300()0300, Joborgemo Md3o0b, 3193y,
60-6masbo abdmboab gdsdzgmazn
d980()03bg, 09dnMo ©s nbhg®byh/
300360 3odmEgdd — RUGBY WORLD
GEORGIA gobggdo.

hgdm3ab oo dahogns, 304 Fyebogn
RUGBY WORLD GEORGIA-I dnt3gemn
bd6ab bodahom dmagatn Ogpsdhmbo
00 dommds bohgEodEnm FmMemganab
dmB3930bm300. debabadbagns ob
00gh0, Omd 60 bemab Bab, 1961 Byl
0006bgdMe0 mdngabolb Hagdolb bggdisob
Johggmo 30393609800960h0 304930,
Omdgmog bdgodmzgmmb MG3oL J0380600b
Bobadmbdgoo mbasbaBogns agm.

60300 d0dob 060300 n3mes, 0ydge
3197690000 6o ©adbygdn sbomaadmgdal
9607180883l, dobogebso ndmaznmag
336dbmogn, HmT Moy Jobal,

06O M39mm0m30b MGRebmb gghgdmeos
boognd3gemn o od dgmagadgdol
b0dm369000 Eo3mabbdgn.

0d 39tomedn nbggmobdn dmdnbos
On6boody 3333d36Mgds s 0g 8g30dabg
3300b B3Lg00b Bogba, OGmAgmag d9doga
bogotmzgemmdn 0mahadbs o oby anbym
Joboemo Hogdab Bobbggmab 16y3adho ade.

dobotns, (™3 0d mamdod dggdbe
boogndzgemn ndobs, Mo Mgl sbgmo
Botdohgdemos o od 5300300
dm3tdogmgdnema B3gmogno dodndmzab.

do¢hobyem Fyhbogm RUGBY WORLD-
ob mégbmgabo — Joborm-0bgmabyto
390b0s Aiggbl g3990bsbo o dbmaeam
330d0 d0dnbamy dmzemgbgol gegagbmdm.
30dmEgdol gmzgem bmdghdo Gogdab
39030000700bm30b bagohm bod dotomo
0930mb30b gogigds dobybo: boe 30geg0m?
bo 306m? @ bo dogpngobrm?

00939, 39969000 badgagmgds Fyhbomo
30036 aym®dshdo obognmo s

660 30B®HN6LOI3NT20

0OMA30L BOIMAVEMEMALEM LOPMLOION
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CONGRATULATIONS RUGBY FANS!

The history of the RUGBY WORLD magazine

that counts 60 years is continuing in Georgia.

Under the initiative of the Georgian Rugby
Union, RUGBY WORLD GEORGIA will be a
new guide and storyteller of the Georgian
Rugby, which also has 60 years of history.

For me it is a great honor to be an
honorary editor in chief of the first issue of
the Rugby World Georgia magazine. | thank
the editorial team for inviting me. It is worth
noting that 60 years ago in 1961 | was the
first vice president of the Thilisi Rugby
Section, which was a predecessor of the
Georgian Rugby Union.

Nobody knew what rugby was back then.
But looking at the enthusiasm of young
rugby players | felt that something good,
something very Georgian was being created

J0S00)0 QY 303010 aMENL,
1030000 3010300 MIVIIOM®N

NONA GAPRINDASHVILI

INTERNATIONAL GRANDMASTER OF CHESS

AMONG WOMEN AND MEN,
HONORARY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

bodegatRatm dymogds bogdotmzgemmb
Jmdsggdds dbmaemomb bgdabdogc
Bgtrdogmdo godmabybma.

390339600b www.rugbyworld.ge (o
Mbgmonbdmoham®dgdab bodyemgdom,
6000 oghyomnc mgdgdb hggbo obogn-
308tho, bodngho bdmbymo Fyhbomabhg-
d0b aybn y036m 3hEgm mmdaddo
3odmab o dom 39083900l dmagzahn
Mgdghmbo — ITVI6I DMELOdI
9bg8de39b9eg0b.

h3gb d90mamoz0890m nbphgtzongdl
36md0gm dmbogdggdmeb, s3hmmanghmo
b3gEnogabdgdal, 3630mbgmgdabe o
dbozgdab obagmohngn® Ldobhogdl, dongmgdm
bo0bhgbgbm Mhggzgdl godmiaagmo
d96929635000306 & dngndbmdsdo,
90000900 bOMOZOM Fabamggdal, Moy
386 39Ho ©33390bEmgdb gEohadIw
bohoaom J394b90mab.

960306, 336 IGMOP 3030W06330)
0P 6003003dI0L! O

o
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and | happily took up the job.

At that time, | traveled to England to a
tournament and there | bought a book of
rugby rules that was then translated in
Georgia and was one of the first bricks in
the development of the Georgian Rugby.

I am happy that my generation laid
the foundation for something that is
so successful today. Having a modest
contribution to this great undertaking
makes me proud.

The Georgian version of the British
magazine RUGBY WORLD will be bilingual —
Georgian-English and will tell its readers
rugby news from Georgia and the world.
Every issue of the magazine will attempt to
answer three key questions: where were we?
Where are we now? And where do we go?

The magazine will also be available
online and those living abroad will be able
to subscribe to it anywhere in the world.

Our talented and young team of sports
journalists will bring you deep stories about
different topical matters of rugby through
the www.rugbyworld.ge and other online
platforms. ELENE LOMSADZE is the editor-
in-chief of the website.

We will bring you the interviews with
famous rugby players, influential specialists,
coaches, and referees, analytical articles,
and useful tips from experienced managers.
Your knowledge of rugby will grow and this
is very important for getting closer to the
elite rugby countries.

| BELIEVE THAT TOGETHER WE WILL
ACHIEVE GREAT SUCCESS! @
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Ldodmll.. ddmdd ddAIIdILING
TALKING WITH. MERAB SHARIKADZE

,000000 (3960 mddodom
b3gdhozmbgdo gogzohydmm”

“| want to shut doubters up
with our game”

099500 83690 Juemg@ama // Worlds Zurab Qsovreli

gmom 003w hYygdamadg // Pictures Irakli Tkemaladze

03690L 008080 0 96 993L

©d 39630 Botngdadab bobgo

dmanbgde, ,dg306mgbab"

3080 16g00 dosjombm. madodo
d90dgmgdo 0mg30b, Omd 28 bemab dmbogogl
09369090 3bmzhgonl dgbadgn bLEmMYE
od 008089 093L gadohgdyma.

306 300093 39eabam30b Ybmodn
abomaadhs, Hmdgmag 0bgmabdoa,
Jobhmdhob 3memgzdo bBogmmocs,
003000086 bogdotmzgemmb dz00 3030
6039080, 2012 Bemagob go
dG200mmbbgddn godmhbgos. dodab ab
dbmenme 18 Bemab ngm, mydgs Gogody

1Bmdme dgyze6gdnmds dobagedgd
bBGOgE dgdemm aybodn sgnmal
080330000908 0 2013 Bggmb 0ds0doo
dbmamom Mgohnbgab dmbabagy
30137680 dgma3 badmabmob abhmboymo
3000623900000 (16:15) Jobmzgmmagsd
9600809000 M gondobo.

dob @99c09a ,,0730b" a3hmbabgho
4m39momonhaw ndMogdmos s 2014
Bemab mdogmabob mobBy Jobggma
13930008 dmG205mmbb7AL. gl dab
0bg30knddy 83 39300 (13 mgemm), dgg0b
35 30d30¢hbob Gabada! od dohzgbgdmom b
dme2m0emmbbgddn dgbody sanmBge o

2 0000800 hodmbhgds agmns Bga0bodgl,
4-000 30 063em0 d07bgc0dgl, © 0y
3069dm 306HMdg00 byl o6 dgydemal
(6033900, 396009300), OO SEMOINMINM
2022 Bgemb 30639em 9030093 8000039,
04o 96ma sbgmo dmdgbdo, Mmogbsg
dm90689 dotngdodg odntobo ngm, dob
dbabodbo® o dbmeggmom GHogdal
9396000 — 3ody30 3MmMRMdg MedodmAy,
hmdgmbag dobodg bo3Mgdnbmzal 13-
296 13030600, gb 2019 Bemob dbmoggmom
03083, 003mbosdn dmbgos. gb dmdgbpn
99600 dotbogodgb gt 33w ybghbymmosl
19360b: ,,0b90m Gadgb boddobdog 39k -

f neither the national team nor Black
Lion have a match, but you wish to
see Merab Sharikadze, you should
visit Shevardeni Rugby Stadium. It
is safe to say that the 28-year-old rugby player
has spent a third of his adult life exactly there.
A young guy, by that time still unknown to
everyone, who had studied at Hartpury College
in England, he first appeared in the Georgia
national sevens team, and since 2012 has been
wearing the Lelo jersey. Back then, he was only

18. But, madly in love with rugby, Sharikadze
quickly established himself in the national team
and in 2013, in the historic win

has 83 caps (and 13 tries), 35 of which he has
earned as skipper! In terms of the number of
caps as a captain, he ranks third,

over Samoa (16:15) which was
then in the top ten of the World
Rugby Rankings, scored the only
Georgian try.

Thereafter, Buka's authority

dMbJBdddal
PROFILE

dbagn/Age: 28

lagging behind llia Zedginidze by
2 matches, and Irakli Abuseridze
by 4, and if nothing (injuries or
pandemic) prevents him, with a
high probability he will come out

) 3300/Club: )
grew daily, and at the 2014 IRB 3330 emdo/ on top in 2022.
Thilisi Cup he captained the Lelos Black Lion There was a time when
for the first time. To date, he dmBogos/Position: Sharikadze wore a captain's =
d0do6dn/Centre

6mbs/Weight: 97

10 bodopemg/Height: 184
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Bohdm3nagbon o mo3b ybghbymac bogadm3zgmmbozal bgemal 3eb3wgbadyge. dob dgy, GG o0 339, O™ dbmamom

336dbmdgn, dogmnsb dghopgdmeo. 3000 A3960 modadom L3gdhngmbgdn h93300mb03b 36d 339003089, Y3gemo
dmbadmo 3096g0m0 gb 66gbo oy 3030Mdmm o 30008 3793963960 ©S dnkoa00b J39306m009680 gb dgbzgodo
dndgbbbgomeo s dady3eb ®odgbadgzg® 6900bdoge dgdmbazggzado dbotdo 330a0b, H60dEmOY*“.
30bm3g 3ol 3od0hbmds gmage, dogMed  Lobotyemabzsb dgbby 3edg d30y30bmon!* Bemab 3obdogenmdsdn bagodmzgemmb
d30360 0to dogogmg*. 3d0bamgoal ayE0mgdgmes, dbeggmom bo30900b dogh hohatgdymo 0sdsdgdol
3bodg gnbods Mg dgademgds dgho mb993L dm®0b oo bbgomdss s sgmdom
99903 6000M™M33303%20 3oag0 mbab 8gb3g6ms hssha®mb ©s dbg0s, boghmebogdmsb s bydbogm
1339 9036036900, ™3 dghrod dabogodol o0 dbéng 2021 Bggmo godmMhgyemo agm. 30300300m0b dachhab Bab ghmbsato
bobd3Mgdm Egdayho 2012 Bygmb, Mogdn dmbzmemmbbgdn Boogbyemdn badbemgm dohozagns 8909dbs, mydgs dotngdady
930m30b hgddnmbognb Jobgge dyddo 303003000, dbmaygmomb dmgdge hgddomb obg 96 g30g6mOb: ,,390d0600b00b o
9b3969mm3b d9a0 s 0b medada 036060 3meb” mMIsHhnsbo Bgb- bORMb3MMSD B mgds 6w ghmbonha
doL30bdgmgdds dmoggl. doybgwogac odnbs,  LyGoobmzol 3ogdadeghbyb: ,303m©00, dmdngoges dgbademmo 396 dgogddbo,
35800 dmG2mammBbgdn bodmemmme dsnby  HmMA g30bagmal dmagdol dgdwga mogabomzal  oE0 030, 3ghdsbndbmeb 8yEomgdma
Joh3zgem danemdg 3030000696 o Aol 8gdwga  dnbzge dodhdn, badbbge sx3Mngs dm0ggd, 30g®od 3oh3zanemn ghoedab
3b60b M35 Hodymo dmaggh (2017 Bemab  dmphnzncgdyo ©og30b3wYdomEs, doo 0900093 300Lb303900 36V, bbgdmds
30009). 10900, Gmd hzgb d5dwga dGRHbgE s dbmemme bHMohganobs o Eghomgodo —
»O730eM90em 16 3mg3e, Hmd 06mabgm mmdg0006 3bs gmadodom. bbgo odgb ydBoggd Mydabgmb, Mbgmb,

ba®batob dmagds gotabhatgdymo
0MobbOmb 330g3b. dogegmnmog, Bobs Bggmb
g39emo dgbggmodn dbdmens dmggznbos”.

90 dtes gobogzndn, Mawasb 2021-
2022 Bgmgdab 6ogdo g30m3dab gddombago,
2023 Bemob dbmogemom hgddnmbognb
dgLadhg3n ghodoEos O Y39 3ommAL
d0gb0dogMe anbakmb, dom 1dghgL
0gmmsb. m3dEe boemabagmab bogdnko
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' 20 0gemobo, 2021 Tt
South Africa-Georgia (40-9)

aandgﬁ)gbm@o“ 2 July, 2021

armband, and next to him played the legend of
world rugby Mamuka Gorgodze, who himself
= had been the captain of the national team 13
times. It happened at the 2019 Rugby World Cup
in Japan. Sharikadze still feels uncomfortable
about this: "I could not imagine such a thing

Il

even in dream, and | was kind of embarrassed.
I would have been glad if | had been relieved of
this burden, and | asked him several times to

W =P

.

accept the captaincy, but each time | received a
£ 2 stern refusal from him. It was felt that he would
g rather die than go for it. Through this he showed
g his respect!”

o

: ALWAYS VICTORIOUS
With Nikola Matawalu, 19 November 2021

a‘ Palacio Real de Aranjuez Spam e 32 R e F=1 | . g We have already mentioned that Merab
- i A et T AT " 5 Sharikadze made his national team debut

12



in 2012 against Spain in the first round of

the Rugby Europe Championship (REC), then
branded as European Nations Cup (ENC). The
hosts won that match. But, despite this, the Lelos
eventually finished on top and then won the title
8 times out of 9 (bar 2017).

"Although | must say that the victory in the
REC is never guaranteed. For example, last year
we had to fight in every game”.

It is no wonder, since 2021-22 REC — via
2 year total — is at the same time a qualifying
round for the 2023 Rugby World Cup and each
team tries their best on the field, especially
against the favourite. The ticket to the Worlds,
which will take place in France, is at arm's length
from Georgia.

“I want us to be able to silence the skeptics,

gm@m/Pictures Martin Seras Lima

g

M NOVEMBRE 2021 ' ,

bo83?63gm0-byjsmm3zgem (41-15)
14 bmgddghn, 2021
France-Georgia (41-15)

14 November, 2021

“Fiji is a very
strong team, and
on the day we could
either win or lose
against them”

and raise those — who love and support
us in all circumstances — to the seventh
heaven".

This requires as many top-level
matches as possible before the Worlds,
and 2021 was a truly exceptional year
in this respect. In the summer, the Lelos
traveled to South Africa to play two-
test series against the reigning World
champions, Springboks: “We knew
that in their first match after raising
the World Cup, South Africa would have met us
very motivated, the more so that after us they
had to play against British and Irish Lions. We
knew who our opponents were and were really
preparing for a war. After it had been announced
that we were to face the World champions, this
match was spinning in the subconscious of
every player. And we did a lot of good things in
that match”.

There is a big difference between the level of
matches played by Georgia during a season, and
it is probably difficult to get equally psyched up

for games against Netherlands and South Africa.

But Sharikadze does not think so: "Of course,
you cannot approach matches against Germany

13
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903006900 s bbgab — badbhgm sg3trngols
0 LO®bagML, dmdzaE J0 Y39eme
d9dmbgg3080 gémbonhns o 30dbdy
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and France with the same attitude, because you
know that you will definitely beat the former.
But after some stages there is no difference

at all. The difference is only in strategy and
details - you prepare some things for Romania,
Russia and Spain, and others for South Africa
and France, but the motivation is the same in
every case. And when you stand on the pitch
during the anthem, that mood peaks, and you are
equally willing to sacrifice yourself, whether you
oppose Romania or South Africa”.

FIGHT FOR LIFE
Instead of the second test with the World
champions and then hosting Scotland, -
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Jaba Bregvadze, Giorgi Tsutskiridze, Levan Maisashvili, Merab Sharikadze. “The strong do not violate” — in this spirit,
the Georgian national rugby team wore the UN Women logo on their jerseys.
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eagerly awaited by the Georgian rugby players
and aficionados, the tour to South Africa nearly
ended in tragedy.

As if the precautions were strictly followed
and there was no danger in sight. But one
incident turned everything upside down. Several
national players and staff members, including
the head coach Levan Maisashvili, tested
positive for COVID-19. Initially, the situation was
under control, but then...

“Suddenly we learned that Levan's state
became grave and worsened day by day. Finally,
they said that he had been attached to the
apparatus...

Eventually, what we all expected happened.
When we met him in the airport, Levan was very
weak and we thought that he would not return to
the training process for some months. But the
main thing was that he had escaped and the rest
did not matter. This man did almost impossible,
he got out of a grave condition and, not having
undergone full-fledged rehabilitation, returned to
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work. After returning from Africa, he spent most
of his time in training camps of the Black Lion
and the national team, and was hardly at home".

UNORTHODOX FIJI

At the end of international season, Georgia met
with one of their arch-rivals in recent years -
Fiji. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the
match took place in Spain and the Lelos were
unable to make use of the home advantage.
Despite this, through their fight and dedication,
they did not allow the islanders to win, with
whom Georgia has yet to settle the score for

the lost matches at the 2019
Rugby World Cup and 2020
Autumn Nations Cup.

It should be noted that
Fiji and Georgia, are in the same pool at the
2023 Worlds, and, perhaps, the progress that
has been observed recently in the game of the
Lelos will yield results there.

"Fiji is a very strong team, and on the day we
could either win or lose against them. Therefore,
| think that a draw is a good outcome at this
stage. If we recollect the recent encounters
with them, then the progress match by
match is obvious and somewhere it will take
effect. But we must all remember that this
is a team studded with unorthodox players,
richly endowed with the physicality and skills.

15

b ks i i s Ay

“Every rugby player overcomes this
or that kind of pain and plays with it”

Before them we faced France and the World
champions South Africa, but no one plays like
them. Fijians can create a try out of nothing,
and not only against us, but against any team”.

Public do not know that Sharikadze played
these matches with broken finger, but dedication
for him is tantamount to responsibility: “I broke
my finger in October, against Tel-Aviv Heat in
RESC. But this is not unusual. Every rugby player
overcomes this or that kind of pain and plays
with it. This is an ordinary moment for us. We
have players who have played with a broken rib,
torn ligament or muscle. This is a responsibility
towards coaches, each other, and fans. We
know that we are risking our health, but we
also know that there are people who will see
and appreciate it". @
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EIGHT STORIES

A round-up of news from all points of the globe

33LhMdm0d

Australia

botegom 03gLihngdemo

The Golden Oldies
Rugby 2023 bgmab 19-26 dotad)b dgbado
hopodgde. (bbbl mbgsbedshmemads
3G3b 39300300 HTd 3obagbog:
L0090 AbmoemomEsb 396m00 31bggol,
Omdmgdog 8gdmaz0ghmogdnsb”. / The
Golden Oldies Rugby Festival will take
place in Perth from 19-26 March 2023.
Organiser Bruce Mactaggart said: "We

expect to see teams from all around
the world join us."

o 6mbgs/Tonga

»0e 0emggbob” gmagngnds
0000633 ddgd 300 Bg30H™a
d9dmbo®remgdgdal dgadmggds
390006y30the (hmbgadn dmdbramon
bongogbn d909t700b 9390
00000 abbdamgdms.
0930bbgbg0m, HMA 39bdymm3sbo
9399000 (560800 38360, OHmdgemag
Bgocng3gds 3yemgebal s8mxu6d39300
0gm godmbsgyema. / Former All Blacks
centre Malakai Fekitoa launched

a fundraising appeal following the
damage in Tonga caused by an
undersea volcano eruption that
triggered tsunami waves.
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bgbgazomn/Senegal

1969350l Mgdab ggEgMENd

0306330 gosggatmmmb dhmgdpo,

mdeob dgdzgmonmo 00383900
bOMOZdM Fobamemgdab 296 Jnggs 2009
Bemogab dmygmmadnmo 0mgdgh. Magdal bobgmo
7-000b 17-6¢modgog 003839000m30b a3o6mdo
316930060yl sbgms 3o, 3Gmggdhob bbge
69a0mbgodo obghasol 0393890s. / The
Senegalese rugby federation is considering
expanding a project that has helped educate
children through rugby since 2009. The House
of Rugby works with those aged seven to 17
in Dakar and similar projects could be intro-
duced in other regions.



3dd/USA 0002900 bhobHL, BmbsBogmgms 3065038

0dd-0b Joemos 30 00 ™3980 3odmibagds. / The USA

bogtgdabmzal 2021 women's team had a disappointing

Bemab dmenm dogmosh end to 2021, losing to Canada, Ireland
ddndg godmgad: Jobaabomeb, and England, the latter an 89-0
06mobnoby s 0bg3moboab thumping. Now USA Rugby is hoping
dophgdo Loghmm 20ddo 0:89 Basggb. to improve talent identification and
abgmo, 8dd-0b Hogdab 3ogdndol player development by introducing
d0Bobo (hogabdgdol dmdagds ©o a national U23 competition. The P
domn 3obznmohgdoes, Mabmgabag inaugural eight-team tournament go3o/Fiji
23-Bemodgemms (ebatab hohatgds will take place this June, with those 030290 dgbadgbaBgemo sgmdgdd
03930300. 920060, Omdgmadog 8 gybon  sides chosen to participate due to be ®90byg dmddzaemo bgBmbabmgal
d000gdlb dmbabogngmdsl, 03bobdn announced this month. mmbomb s00h0dnob gemmbhghdo

l 3000030. / Fiji back-rower Albert
-*ﬁ == Tuisue will join Gloucester from
London Irish for next season.

S
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9d0m03bm 696 3adabzo ,dgody
306dsb” sbdgmo dmagada dbzbhmbgwmn
30bo. 36390hnbgemads emydn 2021-
2022 Bgmgoab bgBmbob dmemmdog
honda®s. / Emiliano Bergamaschi
is the new head coach of Zebre
Parma. The Argentine takes over for
at least the rest of the 2021-2022
season.
033mbos/Japan
033mbool agoob 3ogdotmo
90396039090
3Bamdmgol ghmabymo 6a3Mgo0b
60300 figd3nmbdnddo hsbobaszsc.
003mb00d 2019 Bemob dbmayemom 0sbdy
d900mbga3065tmd0 00103539, ™I
M937mmm0 Hgbhgoab dmbodmggdmoo
336m030(3 00 dGdmeny 76930.
96008603309t m3b500 3330Mgds,

GOmdgemamsg Mgaymmehym bydbobdo »3963039000" dbhmdgmdsd oG 30
300000dmm", — 3obagbos nsdmbanly 06033635 d3bL(HIOME JMbhHBagho
3300b 3038060l ggbgMomyMId 2024 Bemodg gosgmdgme.
EoMgdhmeds 3960339 03309h0d. / The dbmaemom msbol 3odatggdymo
Japan RFU is in talks for the national 0603d90b 906 dmed dob dghg, Moy
team to join the Rugby Championship. 2020 bggemb 06emeboy® 31bol
Japan reached the quarter-finals of dg99boo. / Springboks lock RG
RWC 2019 but have struggled for Snyman has extended his contract
regular Tests since. with Munster until 2024. The

“We definitely need to be involved in World Cup winner has struggled
regular international competition,” said with injuries since joining the Irish
JRFU CEO Kensuke Iwabuchi. province in 2020.
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he fact that Nika Amashukeli is
one of the world's elite referees
is a great merit of the Irishman
David McHugh. The World Rugby
Referee Manager has been Amashukeli's
personal trainer since 2018. He has been
working individually with other Georgian
referees for years as well. Before the current
season, he became the manager of the Big Ten
referees and we should expect more and more
referees to appear in the international arena.
David McHugh recalls that he saw the
X Factor of a successful professional in
Amashukeli during the very first meeting: “Nika
is always ready to listen, learn, and admit a
mistake. When | work with referees, some of
them seem to have the X factor. | can't explain
what this "X factor” is, but | can feel it.

Lately | was surprised by his
communication with the players in French. |
was very surprised because | did not expect
it. This expresses his desire to do everything
possible and makes it a pleasure to work with
him. It also simplifies my task.

Nika has come a long way to this day and
we now know that he has to referee the match
between Ireland and Italy at the Six Nations.
This is such a big moment, it cannot be put into
words. He's the first Georgian at the Six Nations
and that's an achievement for all of Georgia
to be proud of. When you realize that not even
Italy has had a referee at the Six Nations, you
understand how unbelievable what's happening
is. Nika has earned it with years of experience
and skills accumulated. When you do a job well,
the background does not matter and it is a good
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example for everyone because they know - if
they work, nothing is impossible and they will
definitely have a chance.

It's an incredible achievement to be the
the first of second-tier countries to referee at
the Six Nations. Nika is there because of his
competence. He is someone to be proud of the
rugby union, as well as for his family, friends
and the referees he works with”. @

bogmon Mogdol
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Junior World rugby
trophy, 2016, e
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dbmagemom Mogoal ndogmgbo 3ophgambonl dbszo / Top Level World Rugby Referee
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EFEREES OF ELITE RUGBY
are very strong individualists.
Their niche is so clearly delineat-
ed that they calmly perform their
duties in front of 30 professional
rugby players, an audience of about
60-70 thousand and millions of TV view-
ers. However, this is the hardest thing
to do, especially considering that you
have to make the toughest decisions
during a match, after which an entire
nation could hate you.
For the first time something like
this happened at the aforementioned
tournament in Argentina. The young

English referee Christophe Ridley became
a source of inspiration for me. Two years
older than me, he was already aiming

for the role of a Premiership referee.

He had amazing personal touches,
including manners, body language on

the field, communication with players
and TMOs, the ability to sell decisions,
and the technical refereeing itself. | was
amazed at how carefully he chose words
and manners with everyone, how he
combined charisma and refereeing and
what a broad vision of rugby moments he
had. It was there that | perceived that he
had already been the Christophe Ridley,
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and | had barely begun sculpting Nika
Amashukeli.

In 2020 | was appointed AR for
Scotland v France. The referee was
well-known Englishman Wayne Barnes.

I will never forget how he came up to me
during the warm-up, put his hand on my
shoulder and said: “Nika, please do not
put too much pressure on yourself.”

| complied with his request. We
received an excellent evaluation from
World Rugby for that match.

“Have you liked the atmosphere?” —
he asked me after the match. My answer
was simple and easily predictable. @
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3030060300 9m0dadgdgb 8ghazab gtdgem
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n episode from one of the last
A tests of the Georgian national

team. After a scrum five meters

from the French line the Lelos
quickly move the ball and execute a set
attacking play for the wing: scrum-half

(both centers make false runs) — fly-half
(10) - fullback (15) and a try by Tabutsadze
(14) at the corner flag!

After a 5-meter offside rule was
introduced a quick spread of the attack is
one of the popular tactics because in no

other situation do you have such a scarce
defense in modern rugby. So, you have to
take advantage of that!

When in similar situations Georgians
tried to win a penalty through scrum and
won games with this tactic (here | mean
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top level matches because the Lelos

win Nations League contests anyhow).

For example, in the triumphant road trip

in Oceania in 2016 our opponents were
penalized almost in every scrum resulting in
points for the Lelos. The result was victories
against Tonga and Fiji and a draw against
Samoa.

But times have changed. The teams
preparing to face Georgians put in an effort
to neutralize our strength and come up
with different tricks (in 2017 even Wales
did not find it shameful to request a false
scrum in the waning minutes of the contest,
thus saving the game 13:6). The attitude
of referees has also changed and we no
more have star props like Zirakashvili or
Nariashvili in their primes. Therefore, we too
have to modify our game.

In modern rugby it is quite difficult to
create spaces and even when created it is'
hard to utilize. To score a try you must move
the ball with pinpoint precision. Reflecting
this a new term became popular in the
world of rugby — ‘timing’ — meaning that
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In modern rugby it is quite difficult
to create spaces

21

you have to plan and
execute every play:
every move and every
pass on the field has
to be done exactly
when needed — not a
fraction of a second
too early or too late.
If your timing is off,
you will not score
tries. This is required
of all fifteen players
be it a fullback or a
prop.

Mamuka
Gorgodze, the most
famous Georgian
rugby player, in
an interview in
this edition of the
magazine says that
to play at the top level you have to have
both qualities — power and technique.

Of course, power is very important in
rugby. If you cannot run into an opponent =
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You must outperform your opponent
with your power, stamina,
ball-handling, teamwork, and wit

with the ball in your hands, make a tackle
or perform physically demanding tasks on
the field, precise timing and offloads will be
of little help. However, the exact opposite is
also true.

Out of all sports, rugby is perhaps
closest to a hands on fight. But this is
true of its form not of its meaning. The
meaning of rugby like in all sports is one: to
outperform your opponent with your power,
stamina, ball-handling, teamwork and wit.
In short, you should outplay your opponent.

For Georgians in most cases rugby was
just war and fight. When selecting players
Georgian coaching staff also chose power
over technique. They favored players who
were not so good with ball handling but who
would tackle and put down any opponent on
the field. Power was considered a quality a
rugby player must have, the other qualities
something good to have.

But this is good enough for winning the
Nations League on a regular basis but we



have an ambition to play in the Six Nations.
There you cannot win just by power, you
have to be good with the ball as well.

Of course, in recent years a new
generation of Georgian rugby players was
raised who exercised on rugby stadiums
and not on some barren fields or parking
lots. They have made their way to the
national team and now the Lelos often
play and not just fight (like in the episode
described in the beginning of this article
against France).

Of course, we can point out deficiencies
that we have and bring an example of
not the ideal decision making from the
same match: when you have two excellent
ball handlers at number 8 (Gorgadze,
Jalaghonia) and one of them, who can
also play a flanker, only gets 16 minutes of
playing time, | don't think this is an optimal
management of resources. However, this is
just my personal opinion. The play where
Tabutsadze scored a try against France is

a good example of a modern play. | had an
impression that the French did not expect
this from Georgians.

If we go back to more general things,
we have a project to build 100 new rugby
stadiums where 10,000 new rugby players
will be trained. We definitely need at least 100
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new highly qualified coaches as well to raise
future generations of rugby players. They will
do everything just as is required by the game.

Because rugby is an intellectual ball
game and a rugby player needs to have just
as much 1Q and feel for the ball as in any
other ball games. @






6065 bodo / front row

bomnd gogzodgmao

Natia Gavasheli

J0dNBJol BJBNBNISNL 30JdbNTb
THE CAPTAIN FROM THE COUNTRY OF TRADITIONS

0adbon 83690 Jbmz@gema // Worlds Zurab Qsovreli

gmpm 00d3mo Hyadomadg // Pictures Irakli Tkemaladze

36m3nbo o 9800l gobagotBy,
3033000mbab ggnb
30dmb3mgmnm dizbmzhgd
bogmbl bogymatn, abothgbo
969000300 3obbbgazgdymo eyt
(0 bg30 Hodmyyaemndo. 98 bgozol
0m6Odobyosb 036900030 Jotmdgoal gobgs
b3 0 0d3gG0bMD Zoabhgbobmanb
30010009076mds d6dmemgods 8gybym

1393006900900, 9gd0m, 30M3397mBagI©
adob 0Gdgm0Ess, Mmd g3990bodo Jogmme

b3mGH oo Botdohgdgdom ggb
00339bbab.

abgom 0306893 30, dodnb, ML
939906080 H33dL m0mBg hodmbsmzemgea
3™3m6900 00d3dm096 8 0gm MO,
boghmadmtabm hybbohgdabomzal
12 dmmodadol dmdgobog dntago,

bogobmggemml 7-gogms baghgdds got3zgnem
Botdohgdgob doombos. 2018 Bgmb aybeods

30000 39mMgdemo Jo(nznbgds sedgnl
1060d369¢mm3009b0 b3Bogmo ngm.
30033 Higgbo 9399bab abhmendlb goggbmds,  Magodn 93em3nb dgbadg, Jmbaggtgbi-

bgema. sbg dgnddbs Jotmyemo, ydggemgbo
abpmboyma d9d330Mgmds, Hmdgemag
bo73169900L 3obdagemdsdn nbbHMMIMES.

o7 307900 0038300000 dH39350690
d0Boboob dndomdol, bootmosl, ©o
abBa3m0bgb Lodtrdmemm bgemmabgdab.
Jom3ggmo 30300 339600 Jo dod
00039 §o6m39m0 Jogmo o doboodo

Jotm3gemo Jogmdambgdal gdommonl
060960 dogamomb Bosbyogode, doghod
Jobmzgmgdobmazab Jogab gyemdo
300LogmEMgdnmns — dob o6 Pbs dggbmb
36003900, g 13080376 boboymggdl

003080060 30030 0 ,,00003089" s0Bg3000,
oo dgmmbg Bgemnd 0dsdmob.

2100, HMmAgEmboE 2000 domomymody
0 30mban donbytody 83002089096, 1339
b0 bgemns bamno gogedgmn 3od0dhbmol. =

he people living south of the ancient historical heritage of Georgia, tempered  numerous examples of heroism of Georgian

Caucasus range, at the junction of  over the centuries, has been created. ladies. However, the cult of woman is special

Europe and Asia,

has developed
a culture and worldview
distinct from those of other PH[]F”_E
nations. The formation of
this worldview, in addition to

natural conditions, has also
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Here boys were accustomed
from childhood to agriculture,
hunting and the art of war. And
there was always a Georgian
woman next to a Georgian man,
and a particular respect for her
was one of the most important

for Georgians - she should not be touched by
anything related to physical difficulties. Probably
the fact that women's sports cannot boast of
great success in our country is to some extent
aresult of this. Parents in Georgian families
choose activities that are more suitable for girls
and very rarely take them to sports, especially to

7-gocmab 3odngyobo/
Women 7's Captain
JmBogns/Position: 1,3
6mbs/Weight: 68
bodommg/Height: 173

been facilitated by constant components of his upbringing. those, which emphasize physical contact.

wars for survival against three Whoever gets acquainted with Even against such a background, when

large empires. This is how the the history of our country will find the number of girls involved in rugby in the ==
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country can be counted on hands, and there
was a time when it was difficult to find even
12 players for international tournaments,

the Georgia women's national sevens team
achieved some success. In 2018, the team
won the Rugby Europe Conference (Third
Division) and earned promotion to the Trophy
series, where it has been playing for the fourth

The captain of the team, coached by Jaba
Malaghuradze and Giorgi Maisuradze, has

been Natia Gavasheli for two years. From
the age of 3, she went in for gymnastics, and

devoted 9 years to it, after which she switched
the sport and played volleyball for 6 years.

At 18, she became interested in rugby and
started playing for Kharebi of Rustavi.

"My brother and cousin both played rugby,
and | was fond of other sports. 6-7 years ago,
my teammate changed volleyball for rugby
and was so fascinated that she told me: there
is a very cool situation there, and you should
definitely try it too. Thus by accident | ended
up in Kharebi, where there really was a very
good atmosphere, and | began to realize that |
was falling in love with rugby day after day," -
Gavasheli recollects the beginning of her rugby
career.

She thinks she was very lucky to have the
opportunity to do something valuable for her
country:

"I was 18 years old, and at first | could not
even understand what it meant to be called up
to the national team. | was just happy to be in
such a pleasant situation. But then | realized
what a big step | had taken forward. Not
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everyone is given a chance to do something
useful for their country at the age of 20-22,
and in this regard, | was really lucky".

The captain is concerned that the attitude
towards women's sports in her motherland is
not what she would like, and hopes that the
problems will be solved in stages.

"Unfortunately, women's sports are not
popular in Georgia and in our region as a
whole. The first and main reason for this is,
of course, the mentality and stigmas that
exist in society. Many girls are hindered by
the negative attitude of people. In addition,
men and women have different developmental
opportunities. For example, over 85 percent
of the government funding for sports is spent
on men alone. It should also be noted that the
development plans chosen by many sports
federations are “gender blind" and are based
on the idea of so-called "formal equality”.
They try to force women sportsmen to develop
in environments that have already been
created for and adjusted to men".
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QUIETLY WITHOUT RUGBY?

Natia Gavasheli has never had any problems
with sports, as her family had different views
than the majority. And yet, cut eyebrow and
concussion, or other injuries often become the
reason for her close people to advise Natia to
lead a "quiet life" without rugby.

"One person can decide nothing in ball
games, and especially in rugby, and I rely on my
girls, as | know exactly that they never give up
and always fight to the end".

RUGBY IS A GAME OF SMART PEOPLE
Natia is well aware that the development of
women's rugby requires an increase in the
number of players, creation of women's clubs
and running regular championships.

"Many think that rugby is only a men's game,
and girls have nothing to do there. But in reality,
this is not at all the case. Rugby is a game of
smart people in which you have to find a space
with the least amount of contact and energy
loss, so that you or your teammate can run away

with the ball and score a try. It takes intelligence,
and | definitely know that many girls can play
rugby better than men".

With this in mind, Natia thinks that parents
should take their girls to rugby and this will
guarantee future success.

"It is necessary to create children's teams,
which, in turn, needs special involvement and
activity of coaches. Over time, we must be able
to run national championships. National age
graded teams should be created, as well as a
15-a-side rugby national team alongside the
sevens one. Nowadays, all of us in the team
are well aware of the situation and try to look
at everything positively. Albeit we know that
it will take many, many years and hard work
for the development of women's rugby and its
transformation into a profession in Georgia".

“Despite the current situation and limited
resources, we have achieved some success.

In 2018, we moved up to a higher division and
have been playing with the teams of higher
level ever since. It was difficult at first, but there
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is some progress and | am sure we will catch
up with them soon. | have been playing rugby
already for 6 years, and somebody started to
play 3-4 years ago. Given that, it is difficult to
form a system. However, | am confident that
we will achieve good teamwork, and if there
are also replenishments, we will be even more
successful".

The need to increase the number of players,
and therefore competition, became apparent
in December 2021, when the Georgia national
sevens team returned to the prestigious
tournament in Dubai, and the coaches had to
choose 12 players just out of 13 contenders.
There, in UAE, the girls played against very
strong opponents and saw a standard that they
need much more work to achieve.

"We faced very strong teams, and even though
girls gave their best, the difference between levels
was clear. We saw that we needed to train even
more and improve a lot in order to reach our goal.
This tournament has been a great experience and
motivator for all of us". @
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The best referee

At what age did you start playing rugby and where?
| started playing rugby at the age of 12 in RC Jiki.

Why rugby?
I believe that it is the best sport for men. It forms three
important components - athleticism, intellect, and dignity.

Why did you quit playing and start refereeing?
| suffered a lot of injuries - ankle, concussion ... And |
wanted to stay in some form.

Was 2021 the best year of your career?
Yes it was, of course. However, it was in 2021 that |
ascended to the top refereeing level.

What are your goals for 2022?
I will try to promote and popularize Georgian rugby and
the Georgian refereeing committee even more.

Who is the outstanding referee for you?
Wayne Barnes, Luke Pierce, etc.
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Where did you start playing rugby, and how old were you?
| have been in sports since | was 10. | play in FC Kolkheti.

How do your family members perceive your sporting career?
Well.

What is the attitude of friends, peer boys?
We are proud to be part of the Georgian National Team.

Was 2021 the best in your career?
Yes, it was the best year for me.

What are your plans for the future?
Going ahead, playing better, and improving results.

Do you consider Rugby 15?
Yes! | can say that it is my dream.

What position would you play?
I'm a good runner and Probably would choose to be
a winger.
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The best legionnaire

At what age did you start playing rugby and where?
| was 8 years old. The rugby club “"Khvamli".

Why rugby?
I liked this game very much from the very beginning.

As | know, you have had some interruption in your career ...
My family told me to focus on my school studies.

Was 2021 the best year of your career?
Virtually every season was better than the previous.

Who would you name as the best rugby player of Georgia
in 2021?
Beka Saghinadze.

Who do you single out at the international level?
New Zealander Will Jordan.

Is rugby more of a game or a fight?
As for all Georgians, first of all, it is a fight.
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At what age and where did you start playing rugby?
| started playing at the age of 16 in the club “Lelo".

Why rugby anyway?

| always found this sport interesting. I've been a fan of the
Georgian national team since my childhood and always
watched the matches.

What was the turning point in playing for the national
team?

| feel responsibility, which disappeared as soon as the
game started.

Was 2021 the best year of your career?
From my point of view, 2021 was definitely the best year of
my career.

Which of the 6 tries scored last year would you point out
and why?
| would single out the try against France.

Who would you single out as a rugby player, locally or
internationally?
The South African Cheslin Kolbe.

Is rugby more of a game or a fight?
I think rugby includes both, the game and the fight.
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The best point scorer

How old were you when you started playing rugby, and
where?
9 or 10. | first was introduced to rugby at my school.

Why rugby anyway?
| feel free in rugby.

Was 2021 the best year of your career?
No because | haven't had a distinctive performance.

Are you satisfied with the 70 points earned during the year?
I haven't counted the points. 70 points isn't bad.

Who is the most outstanding rugby player to you?
Finn Russell.

What are your best trait?
My best trait is probably my love for hard work. .

Is Rugby a game or a battle?
During the game you have to fight and during the fight you
have to play.
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The best player of rugby sevens

Levan, how old were you when started playing rugby and
where?
I have been playing since | was 7 years old. Club "Kharebi".

Why did you choose rugby?
My father was a rugby player, as well as my older brother.
I did not even think about the choice.

What position do you play in the club?
I am number 13, outside center.

Was 2021 the best year of your career?
Probably. Or rather, of course, it was the best.

Who is the most outstanding rugby player for you?
Beka Gorgadze and Among Foreign.

Shortcomings you would like to fix? As a player?
I think | need some weight gain...

What Do you enjoy more - playing rugby-15 or sevens?
Sevens.
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amuka Gorgodze turned
M up for the interview at

11 sharp as agreed.

He has not changed a
bit and looks exactly the same as he
looked when playing top rugby. You
can tell he is in shape.

(118 What is your advice to young
people who choose to become
professional sportsmen?

Xl | was maximalist, although there
were others who worked harder than
| did. For example, Johny Wilkinson.
You can do other things to a certain
degree but you must know that for
the entirety of your sports career you
should dedicate yourself to it. This
is how my teammates in Montpellier
were: first Mamuka Magrakvelidze
and then Misha Nariashvili. Work
and energy that you put in sports is
not worth the effort of becoming an
average player. It was not worth for
me. | had good natural abilities and
from the very beginning | decided

to put everything else aside until |
was about 35 years old. | told myself

37

that after my sports career | would
still be a young man and could do
everything that | could not do when
being a professional sportsman.
There are three things in rugby you
should have to be successful: first is
the talent. Without it you can become
a good rugby player but not a great
one. Second is luck. One serious
injury and all your hard work might

go to waste. Third is to know exactly
what you want to achieve and if this is
becoming an exceptional rugby player,
then to do everything for it.

(1[8 There are moments in life when
the choices you make determine

your future. Have you had many such
moments? If you did not become a
rugby player, do you think you could
become a basketball player?

[T | was good at basketball. | cannot
say that | would play in the NBA but

| believe | was capable of playing
professionally at a certain level. | have
achieved everything myself and | am
happy with my career. | could not have
dreamed of more. | started playing
rugby late, at the age of 16, and -
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what more could | have achieved? | am
grateful to the God. We should all be
grateful for what we are given in life.

€ Do you regret of letting down the first
chance of moving to Toulon? Do you think
it would have changed anything in your
career?

K&l No, | don't regret. At first, | did not
like that | was given little playing time in
Toulon. But they had

such great players
in the third raw:
world champion
Juan Smith from
South Africa,
Fernandez Lobbe
from

Argentina, Chris Masoe from New Zealand.
Even if | were better than them, why would
Bernard Laporte change the team he won
the French Top 14 twice and European
Rugby Champions Cup three times with?
In general, Toulon and Montpellier are
worlds apart. Toulon is a city with great
rugby history and traditions whereas the
first success for Montpellier was when we
got to the final of French Top 14. 1 can say
that I grew with this club and | think the
timing of my moving to Toulon was right. It
is important to make right decisions at the
right time in a professional sports career.

~~ [I¥ Which Gorgodze was strongest

- in the second raw, position 8 or
a flanker? Where did you like
to play more?

KA | liked to play
in the third
raw — be it

position 8
or 7. But
I would
rather be
in the second raw than play as a markup
in the third. Usually rugby players start
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in the third raw and move into the second
raw later in their careers as they lose speed.
But in my case, it was the opposite. | started
in the second raw, moved to the third and
played in both positions at the end of my
career. Bernard Laporte would say that he
preferred to put me in the second raw and
that way | would be the fourth third rawer.
1€ Frequent fights on the field in the

early stages of your career. What was it:
excessive emotion, self-establishment or
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the creation of image?
Xl What is image? Itis a
mask. You want to portray
yourself as stronger or cooler
of a person than you really
are. How long can you do it?
One day someone will take

off that mask and your real
face will show. So, no, | did
nothing for the image. It was
youthful emotions that went
away with time. | had no time
for fight in Toulon, | needed to
establish myself in the team.
Also, by that time, fighting
players would receive lengthy
disqualifications. | don't think that anybody
wanted to fight with me either...

(18 Rugby is obviously a physical sport

but it is a ball sport nonetheless. You were
strong, fast, and handled ball well. What is
more important in rugby: athleticism or ball-
handling skills?

X4 To play at a top level you must have
both.

[T Do you think that as a rugby player
Mamuka Gorgodze the ball-handler is

39

overshadowed by Mamuka Gorgodze the
warrior?

Xl No. | was good with the ball: | could
pass it, kick it, do offloads. But | was better
carrying the ball and crushing through
defense lines. You should do what you are
best at. | was more of a physical player than
a technical one. Where | had to crush and go
through a defense, | never passed the ball.
(18 Which one was your most memorable
match in the Georgian National Team?

X My debut with Spain and win against
Tonga at the World Cup. | consider myself a
team player and we played best team rugby

against Tonga. Individually, of course, my
best game was against New Zealand at the
same 2015 Rugby World Cup.

(T8 And one final question: have you
thought about coaching?

Xl No, | have not. It is a very difficult
profession. How can you lead 45 men of
different characters? | have not thought
about it but | love discipline and | know
rugby... Who knows, maybe | can be a good
coach... Anyway, | have not thought and | do

not think about coaching... However, as the

saying goes: “never say never". @
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The project of 100 new rugby pitches is in

the focus of our magazine's first edition. Moreover,
implementation of this project will be one of the key topics
in our future editions as well. We discussed the details

with the President of the Georgian Rugby Union (GRU), Mr.
loseb Tkemaladze. -
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(1€ How did the idea for 100 new rugby
pitches emerge?

When the new leadership of the Union
started to study the current situation, two
key findings have been outlined. First - how
quickly the 13 new rugby bases established
by the Cartu Foundation (27 pitches in total),
brought positive results. Second — the issue
referred to the fact that the project was not
truly nationwide. Many rugby clubs are training
200-300 children each but do not meet basic
requirements for this purpose.

Accordingly, the potential benefit from
expanding this project has become obvious.
Clearly, the Rugby Union has not been capable to
implement the expended projects independently
and we raised the issue in the Georgian
Government. The Prime Minister responded
quickly and supported us. He well acquainted
with the issue and he knows how important it is
to raise the young generation in a healthy, sporty
environment, especially in the provinces.

Famanbob bagmsdm®mabe ybgzghbobghbs .) bo;jggqpmh 0300

3038060 dm®ob 06838 MAmmdL dgdmmeboydo gogmdns

i The memorandum of cooperation was signed between Kutaisi |4

International University and the Georgian Rugby Union

i e

Meeting at the Ministryj
of Defense Of Georgial
F

And the process has been started.

Though, It can be considered as smooth as

desired. There is not widespread experience

in designing and building stadiums in

the country, Another challenge is to find

appropriate free plots for construction.

[ Have you made a final decision on

locations for new pitches?

A total of about 45 locations should

be selected where 100 new pitches will be

established. Major locations are already

identified. We search locations in all provinces

according to certain criteria: proximity to the

school, number of children. When the project is
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completed, we will be able to say that rugby is
already well-introduced throughout Georgia ...
(€ What is the purpose of the new project
and what is the expected outcome in 10, 20
years?

First and foremost, it's the healthy younger
generation. Georgian adults do not have
access to sports infrastructure (this is more
obvious in the provinces).

Then comes the high-performance
professional sport. Imagine teenagers
between the ages of 10 and 20 having access
to well-established pitches, training in good
conditions, receiving appropriate coaching.
These kids will have a greater chance to
become qualified rugby players. Now, we have
approximately 10,000 kids involved in rugby
training. With help of new rugby pitches, this
number will triple. It means we will have at
least three times more choices for the national
teams. Today we constantly talk about the lack
of depth in certain positions of the national
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“About 45 locations should
be selected where 100 new
pitches will be established”
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team - 100 new pitches will solve this problem.
T8 Apparently, a need for additional qualified
coaches will arise, amid new pitches are
presented...

When the pitches will be established,

we will ensure to provide a required number

of coaches, as well as capacities for the
improvement of their skills. In fact, the number
of qualified coaches is already sufficient. Many
rugby players want to study coaching. The
Union Coaches Development
Team works well.

I To clarify - is the
project funded entirely by
the Government?

Yes, now It is being
clarified what the project will
cost and in what form it will
be funded. We know where
to start and several priorities

is a team performing in “didi 10" (Georgian
top rugby league) which does not have a
pitch; Or in Sagarejo, Patardzeuli, a first league
team — with the same problem. The projecting
works are underway here; One of the projects
in Adjara has already passed the tender stage
and the construction works are starting.

(18 The operation of such facilities is rather
costly. Who will operate these new pitches?

Where will the funding come from?

89b390060 bage®m3zgmb 30gdoghdnbobh®

06030 pohndsdzommst IIF
Meeting with the Prime Minister &

have been determined. For of Georgia Irakli Garibashvili[
. . ad
example, in Kazbegi there i

KA Yes, it is an expensive pleasure - field
maintenance, utility costs, staff salaries and so
on. Therefore, designers have the task of doing
everything based on minimalist approach.

We have to avoid unnecessary costs. The
operation costs will be shared between the
municipal governments and the Rugby Union.
You know that the Cartu Foundation allocates
five million GEL a year to cover the operation
costs of 13 existing rugby bases. This support
will be continued.

(8 within the framework of the project,

the creation of international multi-sports
training centers in resort areas (Borjomi,
Racha, Bakhmaro, Adjara) is planned. Can you
provide some more details?

The clubs have requested to establish

training camps, but there are not appropriate,
well-equipped places available in Georgia. We are
already a well-known rugby nation and players
from other countries have a desire to train here.
The same is true for football, as agreed with =
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Levan Kobiashvili (head of the Georgian football
federation). Sports tourism is not something
new for us. In the past, similar centers existed in
Georgia — coastal and mountain areas.

On the topic, We are consulting with the
Ministry of Economy to select the appropriate
areas and attract private investors. We
consider this project as very useful for rugby
and football players, wrestlers, and for the
country's economic development as well.
(I8 when do you expect the new project to be
completed?
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| think in about 7, maximum 10 years.
T8 Finally, how do you see Georgian rugby
10 years later, by the time the project is
completed — 6 or 8 nations, one of the tier-1
nations?

Definitely - we should be. We are working
on a strategic development plan. You know
that we have announced a vacancy for the
position of Rugby Development Director and
we have to bring a foreigner here, owing to
the fact that no one in Georgia has such an
experience yet. Together with the new Director,
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we will develop a long-term vision of where we
should be. Let's see when the “Six Nations"
door will be opened to us, but anyway we

still have to work hard. With the capacities
available in the past, it seems illogical what we
have achieved so far - remember, not so long
ago we dreamed of defeating Romania, then
Samoa, and it has already happened. We are
building 100 new pitches to have three times
more players, more qualified coaches - locals
or foreigners, and this will definitely bring a
qualitatively new result . @
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of sport tourism
and vocational
education. And
two rugby centers

ince 2022, the Georgia Rugby will appear in the immediate vicinity of the
S Union (GRU) has launched a conflict regions.
grandiose project that could
be called “100 new pitches". Note that GRU Regional Development Manager GAIOZ
the project provides for the development MONIAVA told us about the project:
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"We are starting the project with the
construction of three new stadiums in
Atchara, namely, in Chakvi, Khutsubani,
Kobuleti Municipality, and Purtio, Shuakhevi
Municipality.

Clearly, construction cannot start
everywhere at once. We have prioritized and
prospective directions. For the prioritized
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places, some tenders already have been
announced. The rest will be announced
soon, which will eventually lead to the
design process and construction. For
prospective projects, location and different
formal issues are being specified. We can

say that after the completion of the project,

rugby will cover not only all regions of
Georgia, but also all municipalities.

We have full support from the
government of Georgia. The cost of the
project will be somewhere around 300
million Lari. The project will be financed
by the Ministry of Culture and Sports,
the Ministry of Regional Development

“Sports centers will be created at the
resorts — in Tsqaltubo, Mzetamze, Borjomi,
on Shaori reservoir, Ratcha, Bakhmaro”

and Infrastructure, and the Municipal
Development Fund.

The stadiums will be of three categories.
The first category stadiums will be built in
major cities and traditional rugby hotbeds.
There will be one or two pitches with stands
for 500 spectators, changing rooms, rooms
for coaches, referees and doctors, as well
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as a gym. In relatively small settlements the
stadium capacity will be correspondingly
less, but there will be all the auxiliary
facilities. Where two fields will be built, one
will certainly be covered with grass.

I would like to highlight two projects.
One will be implemented in Ergneti, near
the so-called border. Here we are planning =
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“After the completion of the project,
rugby will cover all regions of Georgia"

to build, in addition to the pitch, a kind
of a vocational education centre, where
children from nearby villages will study a
craft or profession along with rugby.

Another similar project will be
carried out near the administrative
border of Abkhazia, in the village of
Rukhi, where a large training center
will be organized with the support of
the Charity Foundation Cartu. Cartu
began construction of rugby bases 12
years ago and has built 3 HP Centers,
13 training bases and 27 stadiums.
This project will come to the end
precisely with the Rukhi Training Center.
Ultimately, in 4-5 years, we will have
over 100 rugby centers with stadiums,
including places where rugby has not
yet been developed. It is very important
to create new centers in villages, where
children will be provided with new
opportunities for development.

Naturally, the question will arise about
preparing coaches for new centers. The

g 0953300 b3FOM BB
3 Telavi rugby base|
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dmogazb baJobhmzgmmb yzgms Mgznmbb“

GRU Development Group has already been
working on this. We will also invite foreign
specialists for training or retraining.

The project envisages development of
sport tourism as well. Sport centers will
be created at the resorts — in Tsqaltubo,
Mzetamze, Borjomi, on Shaori reservoir,
Ratcha, presumably also in Bakhmaro, Guria,
where foreign teams will come and hold
training camps. These will not only be rugby
centers, but multi-functional bases where
athletes from different sports can train.
We are planning to build an international
children's rugby center in Purtio, and to
create a museum in the village of Shukhuti,
which is one of the ancient Leloburti venues.

I think it will be possible to finish the
project by 2025-2026. Even if a hundred
children begin to train on each field, and
I am sure that their number will be even
greater — this means at least ten thousand
new young rugby players, athletes, young
people, brought up with a true patriotic spirit
throughout Geo (6]
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__ “Aia Arena”, Kutaisi . 3 L=

uring the last 11 years,

D important steps have been
taken in terms of rugby
infrastructure in Georgia.

The Cartu Charitable Foundation's rugby

program has covered almost all regions of

the country and a total of 27 rugby fields,

2 rugby academies and 5 hotels have

been built at thirteen locations. From the

older generation rugby players, even in the

early 2000's, we often hear that they had

to train without basic conditions, even in

concrete stadiums. For instance, one of our

respondents, Giorgi Nemsadze, an earner 92

caps in the Georgian national team, tells us,

that 20 years ago Kutaisian rugby players
didn't even have a changing room. The
surrounding area outside of the pitch was
covered with thorns. In the same city, the
largest base of Georgia with 4 pitches and
a hotel has been operating since 2015. The
construction of rugby bases has already
reflected (and will have to be reflected even
more in the future) on the formation of a
new generation of rugby players. Georgian
national team won three out of five matches
at the 2018 U-20 World Cup and took the
9th place. A lot of the players from that
team are already competing in the leading
clubs of the French Top 14 today.
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As a representative of the charity fund
“Cartu", Mr. Nikoloz Chetiani tells us, that
the goal of this project is to popularize
rugby, make it more public and increase
the popularity of a healthy lifestyle in the
country based on the success and love of
rugby.

"At the time when Mr. Bidzina Ivanishvili
started paying attention to rugby and the
Cartu Foundation started developing rugby
infrastructure, there were only ??? rugby
pitches in the country. At of today, there are
3 top level rugby centers, 14 training bases
and 27 pitches, which were built during =
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d0339¢0: 9,671,818 mobho

dob3nbdgemo 336g0: ,20d0"

GORI RUGBY STADIUM

Opened: In 2016.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Capacity: 2500 — main pitch, 500 — spare pitch.
Budget: 9,671,818 GEL.

Home team: "Jiqi".

0009300 LO®O3OM 6OBY
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1 bgemmzbytboogamnabn

©9390m03: 5 000 — dodomapo dmgabo,
2500 — LamdEsdogm dmgoabo.
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90b306dgmo 3ybgoo: ,00mydo”

BATUMI RUGBY STADIUM
Opened: In 2017.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.
Capacity: 5 000 — main pitch,
2500 — spare pitch.

Budget: 3 134 187 GEL.

Host team: “Batumi".
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The Cartu Charitable Foundation's rugby program
has covered almost all regions of the country and a total of
27 rugby fields, 2 rugby academies and 5 hotels have
been built at thirteen locations

the last 12 years and granted to Georgian
rugby. Consequently, the progress of
Georgian rugby became measurable during
this period: The number of children has
been increased by 5674. The country's
national team has won 11 of the last 13
European Rugby Championships.

If the idea was implemented correctly
and productively. The issue required further

study and in-depth analysis. Accordingly, in
partnership with the company “"Geographic”,
a detailed, geographical and demographic
situation of the country was studied with
the accents necessary and interesting to
us; Based on the results obtained and the
analysis of the situation, specific priorities
and action plan were set, which was
reflected in the already known project of
100 new pitches.”

The amount spent by the Cartu
Foundation on the construction and
maintenance of rugby infrastructure
reaches 200 million GEL (construction -
over 130 million GEL, maintenance/
rehabilitation - up to 70 million GEL). @

Here's a detailed description of all stadiums
(This amount includes the cost of maintaining
the bases. Data for the beginning of 2021.)
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Opened: In 2015.
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Pitches (4): 1 natural, 3 artificial.

Capacity: 4 860 — main pitch, 1 330 — second
pitch, 751 — third pitch.

Hotel, Academy

Budget: base — 19 464 810 GEL

hotel — 6,541,256 GEL

Academy — 3,724,347 GEL.

Host team: “Aia", "Aresi".
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“PARK ARENA", POTI

Opened: In 2015.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Capacity: 2500 — main pitch, 500 — spare pitch.
Budget: 8 926 782 GEL; Host team: “Kolkhian Knights"

“CAUCASUS ARENA", TELAVI

Opened: In 2018.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Capacity: 2000 — Main pitch.

Budget: 10 370 415 GEL; Home team: “Tchadari"

RUSTAVI RUGBY BASE

Opened: In 2013.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Capacity: 2000 — Main pitch.

Budget: 11 320 004 GEL; Host team: Rustavi "Kharebi"

ASPINDZA RUGBY BASE + Hotel

Opened: In 2011-2012.

Pitches (1): 1 natural paved.

Budget: 4 157 629 GEL; Home team: “Tao"

MARTKOPI RUGBY BASE + Hotel
Opened: In 2017.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.
Budget: 8 007 013 GEL.

“SHEVARDENI" TEAM BASE + Hotel, rugby academy
Opened: In 2011.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Capacity: 2000.

Budget: 11 467 028 GEL; Host team: "Armazi"

AVCHALA RUGBY BASE

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Capacity: 3500.

Budget: 10 812 530 GEL; Host team: “Locomotive”, “Yunkers"

DIGOMI RUGBY BASE

Opened: In 2018.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Budget: 7 415 686 GEL; Host team: “Locomotive”

DIDI DIGHOMI RUGBY BASE (“Lelo Arena")
Opened: In 2015.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.

Budget: 8 698 752 GEL

Home team: “Lelo Saracens”

NUTSUBIDZE RUGBY BASE
Opened: In 2018.

Pitches (2): 1 natural, 1 artificial.
Budget: 8 555 380 GEL

Host team: "Academy”, "Kochebi"
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CENTURION CHAIRMAN ON' THE NEW BOARD
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3000300000 036 dgemgol.

RWG @330l 3038060l
36380096¢o dMhgzab 0933,
0mbgd hygdomadab ghm-ghmo

avit Kacharava, who holds the record
for the number of matches played (122)
in the Lelos' robe, continues to care for
the future of Georgian rugby from the
position of chairman of the board of the
Rugby Union.

RWG one of loseb Tkemaladze's

first initiatives after being elected
president of the Rugby Union was to
change the rules of staffing the board.
Half of the board members were
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represented by him and the other half by the
clubs. Do you think this principle is correct,
and why?

OI@ of course, because it is a more democratic
redistribution. The president nominates

half of the board members, and that's right,
because he has to have a foothold, a lever, to
pursue his own policies. The second half will
be represented by clubs and that is also true
because the rugby union is a union of clubs
and these people represent their position.

[{7€ Do you think the number of board members
will increase even more in the future to represent
many more club positions?

N The issue did not arise that way.
When nominating candidates for the
board, the clubs merged and several
entities agreed on one candidate. In
my case, "Kochebi" and “Tao" were
presented jointly. If more clubs are involved in
these discussions in the future, | think it will be
more interesting. The reality is that the rule of
staffing the current board is more democratic
than it was before, when board members were
represented only by the president.

(1€ If there is an issue related to “Kochebi” or
“Tao" on the board, will you act in accordance
with the interests of these clubs?
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N in any case, I will act in the interests of the
common Georgian rugby, because if | do not
do so, | will not be able to protect the interests
of these clubs in particular. In the short

run, | may help them, but overall, along with
Georgian rugby, they will also suffer. This is not
a question mark either, of course we should all
act in the interests of Georgian rugby and not
the clubs representing us.
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(T8 How much has the working principle of the
board changed since its election?

DN | have never attended a board meeting
before and | can not say anything about previous
meetings. As for the current situation, we have
open conversations, we often argue. It's not that
the issue that comes up is to know its outcome
in advance. Sessions in arguing last quite a

long time. There were cases when the board
lasted 4-5 hours. Eventually, we may all support
this or that issue, but that only happens after
questions about that issue remain. It is a healthy
relationship, an argumentative exchange of ideas
and opinions. Truth arises in arguing.

({118 How often does the board meet and what
issues do you discuss?

DN There are a lot of issues right now. Structure,
disciplinary, judicial and many other areas

need to be regulated. Refine provisions. All this
requires reasoning and analysis. The frequency
of the meeting is not planned in advance and it
depends on the number and volume of issues.
The main thing for us is to come to the right

conclusions and not
to discuss issues as
quickly as possible.
[117¢ what are the
most important issues
approved by the
board?

X4 One of the most
important issues was
the approval of the
coaching staff of the
team and the discussions also took a long time.
Disciplinary changes were important. Until now,
the decision of the disciplinary committee was
appealed to the board, which was wrong. These
issues are now being considered by the appellate
court. We have signed an agreement with the law
firm McGill and the decision made by him will be
more objective and impartial.

[118Is it easier to take care of the future of
Georgian rugby from the field or from the
position of the chairman of the board?

[N 1t is more difficult from this position, because
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you think about the development of the whole
Georgian rugby and the responsibility is much
more. When you are a player, you have a specific
task for a particular game and you prepare for it.
[1T8 How do the years spent on the pitch help
you in your current activities?

[ The pitch is not just 80 minutes. Rugby is
a way of life. Values, hard work, mutual respect,
humanity - everything that rugby has given me
will certainly help me in my future endeavors. I'm
still a person like rugby werewolf and | will stay
that way until the end. @
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WITH A GLUBAL FOCUS

ADVISOR OF THE PRESIDENT
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09gb00 9emgby mabadg // Worlds Ellene lomsadze  g3mhm nMd3mo hygdsmady // Pictures Irakli Tkemaladze

he Georgian Rugby Union has had a
long-standing cooperation with the
United Nations Women (UN WOMEN)
to the extent that Georgian rugby
has always s been actively involved in local and

4m39em30b dghoycer gOhm390ms dogmamonl international campaigns against violence.

Bboomdga dodobomyem dgogmmdbhng 0y
boghmadmbabe 30830bngdda. ,,demnghgdo ot
dogmomdgh” — bBmbg o8 bymobzzgmgdom,
2021 Bggmb Jogmmo dodoho obihndabagonl
B0booedogg dedmenal dbatgosbagghog,

“The strong do not violate" - in this spirit, the
Georgian national rugby team wore the UN WOMEN
logo on their jerseys in support of the fight against
discrimination against women in 2021. This drew

- international attention to the team. What does =
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Q’ (') a m @ 0 ﬂ 0 0 6 3 b UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka

and French Minister of Sport Roxana Maracineanu

.’ @naonsnb ®abdubwoaob uwﬁ
oﬁgpémnb 30¢06MLmb ghmew

the above-mentioned cooperation
include and what does it bring to the
table for Georgian rugby? RUGBY
WORLD GEORGIA spoke with the
advisor of the president of Georgian
Rugby Union Nikoloz Alavidze
regarding these issues.

“During the 2019 World Cup, the
Rugby Union and UN WOMEN joint
campaign HeForShe was selected as
the best collaboration. In this context,
we had a desire give our cooperation

a bigger purpose and unite against

63363000 ggodo 6330 Bodomaze, dmMsEMmbIba
the same global problem. For that a00ka0 ga0beady, dgronsdybsan momns dybnodgowmn
reason the Georgian national team Team Doctor Nutsa Shamatava, Lelos player

put the UN WOMEN |0g0 on their Giorgi Kveseladze, Media Manager Tatia Ber_i_ashvili

jeresys for the match with the current

world champion - South Africa. The match took  international media. As a result, Georgian rugby,  the Rugby Union. The
place in June of last year. Unfortunately, the in addition to sporting achievements, has once “trace” of the partnership
campaign was terminated prematurely due to again attracted global and, most importantly, still adorns one of the
the pandemic, However, our cooperation has positive attention.” - Notes Nikoloz Alavidze. streets in Thilisi with a

caused quite a positive international response. The collaboration is still active. The Georgian  wall painting by Niko's

The project was widely covered by the branch of the UN Women works closely with artists. As for the
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d009;300 3EmBdOHN o MG d0d30009,

expected results and future plans, cooperation
with international organizations and achieving
global goals remains a high-priority strategic
direction.

“The relationship between the organizations
continues. We really hope, we can make our
modest contribution to raising awareness
against violence in general. “The
strong do not violate" - this was
part of our joint campaign, which
is still relevant today globally.
Also, our goal is to realize that
“rugby is everyone's game". We
have a women's sevens team,
which successfully competes in
rugby and represents the name of
Georgia in the international arena.
The management of the Georgian

3mBohonho gyhoemgds”, — 3xbodbagl
bogmemmd sgmogndy.

300m000mME00 333 dgHoNGOD
d000batgmob — goghmb Jogmao
mMgobodagaab bogdohmzgmmb Bagnosgmo
d30mmo 060336MImMmIL Mdgonb
303006m06. dabhbombdmdab ,,330m0"
000gn0bob ghm-g0hm Jahob magbag
3ead8830b 3g0emab dbapzhmdna,
6Omdgmag ,b03mb” sbabhgdab dogh sbab
dobopnma. Mo dggbgds dmbagmmebygm
0900939000 oo bodmdoagmm ggadgol,
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00065306 MmAmMd (o EmOsho
doBbg00L dogbg3s, bHBIHRNY™ OO
Jommonhgdne dodotomymgdoe Ghgdo.

»0033608030906 dobab yohmaghommds
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“The Lelos wore
the UN WOMEN
logo on their

Rugby Union aims to properly strengthen
this direction. We want to contribute to the
progress of the field with all resources to

€3090m0 Jommd mM3s6oBsEnnl Gaedmdsagbmal dmgammgmdnl gabeemgdamo meda® bdgosdzama, Gagdal 3ogdamal
36380009600 0mb30 (Hygdogady, JHIMAL, bdmbhabs s sbamasdhomdal dnbabhmab dmepanmg bmbm gommasdy
Acting Representative of the UN Women Tamar Sabedashvili, President of the Rugby Union loseb Tkemaladze,
Deputy Minister of Culture, Sports and Youth Affairs Soso Giorgadze
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The painting was created ™
by the support campaign
in sport in collaboration
with the UN Women, the
Georgian Rugby Union,
and the Niko street [T
rtist's movementl 4

have love for sports and an interest for rugby
developed equally in boys and girls. In addition,
rugby sevens is an Olympic sport and it is our

ambition to have women's and men's teams

represented properly. This type of large-scale

cooperation with authoritative international
organizations is mutually beneficial on the
way to achieving our global goals." - Nikoloz
Alavidze explained. @
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Levan Maisashvili

The head coach of the Lelos informs us
about the work of the coaching staff

64

ugby is a game behind which many
details are hidden. Fans can only see
80 minutes, which is preceded by

a 10-thousand-minute work, and it
involves a lot of people.

The lion's share of course comes
from the coaching staff and the players.
Especially on the first one, because it
is said that the rugby players win the
game and the coach loses ...

The responsibility is always on
the head coach and each game is
preceded by deciphering, analyzing,
correcting mistakes, refining tactical
outlines, adjusting details, processing
combinations, exploring the -
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opponent, discovering his strengths and
weaknesses, and preparing surprises. From
game to game the whole work is reflected in
numbers, which gives the coaches a picture
of which component and to what extent the
changes have taken place.

Levan Maisashvili, the head coach of the
Georgian national rugby team, tells us how
the Lelos coaching staff works and how it was
reflected in the numbers:
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TAt the traditional press conference with
media manager Tatia Beriashvili
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Rugby Union loseb Tkemaladze shared the joy of the Lelos

“After the 2019 World Cup, our goal was not
to strengthen a specific ring, but to define our
playing style. We considered the management
of the game to be the most important, ie to
catch the balance in attack and defense. There
is no defense system that, in case of improperly
balanced game, will constantly protect itself from
attack.

Our work revolves around three questions
- what, why and how we do it. It was important
to adjust the defense and attack systems to
the existing players, given that we can improve
the skills by a certain percentage and we are
constantly working on that. It is also necessary
to find new players for specific positions and
bring them into the team space, although in both
cases we are limited - we can improve our skills
only to a certain extent, and we are not spoiled by
international standard players. After two years we
can confidently say that the players understand
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the skeleton exactly. A lot of work was done
during this period. Many rugby players left us after
the World Cup, there was an influx of new players,
it takes time to set up the system and naturally,
we had small setbacks in the beginning.

After each game, we have an analysis of
how the task was performed. Possession of the
ball and territory remains a major problem with
Tier 1 teams. We are constantly losing in this
regard, although compared to previous years,
some progress has been made. This is the
result of managing the game, which of course
has technical potential attached to it. We had
a positive balance in the November tests in the
clashes with France and Fiji. In both games, both
we and our opponents have a 20-20% chance
of scoring in 22 - rivals have scored 43 times
and scored 9 times; We entered the opponent 22
times 10 times and scored points twice.

These numbers show that when we enter theb
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opponent's 22, we achieve the same percentage
percentage as the Tier 1 teams, and this is
where crucial game management comes into
play. The longer you have the ball, the less
mistakes you make, the more times you are able
to enter the opponent's 22 and therefore the less
you have to defend your 22's.

In the November matches, this figure was
raised by the game against France, where we
were left with two yellow cards. We are far from
thinking to criticize the actions of the referee.
We analyze any action. It is important for us
to know exactly why we were fined so that the
same thing does not happen again. There are
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times when an opponent is so superior that

he is forced to face a penalty. We keep track of
fines, depending on the system, whether it was
a skills fault or some other reason.

Discipline is not just a rough game and it is
directly related to game knowledge, analysis.
We work with referees a lot and | think we have
made progress in this regard. But when you meet
ateam of high-level players who already know
how to manage the game, and at this point you
are left with nothing, it is difficult to talk about
balance.

Overall, we are only taking the first steps
and | hope these numbers will increase from
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activity to activity, which will ultimately yield

results.”

BALANCE IN SCRIMMAGE

AND DEFENSE

“The area of contact was and remains our main
cornerstone. No one says to give up strengths,
however the refereeing in the clash has become
so pretentious, it is necessary to balance this
component. In all clashes if we fight for a penalty,
it might not work somewhere. One is that you can
not beat the countries of Tier 1 so arrogantly, and
the other is that you never know how the referee
will judge and what decision will be made.

This is why Plan B is necessary to balance
the power play with a fast and reasonable
game. It should have been equally dangerous
in all components with the Tier1 countries, and
we have made visible progress here as well.
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We can play on the line, create danger for any

opponent and a clear example of this is the
match against France, where we scored two
brilliant tries on the line, not to mention the
tries against Russia and Romania.

Overall, it is difficult to compare numbers
when talking about the European Rugby
Championship and summer-autumn tests.

In one case, we are dominant, experimenting
with both players and gaming schemes. On
the other hand, in summer and November we
play against top teams and our composition is
close to optimal.

If we take the tests of the Nations Cup in the
fall of 2020 and November of this year, it is clear
that we have a better balance in attack and
defense, in line and force play, in static phases,
in the percentage of quality of spins and in the
rate of quick return in the game after spin.

& .

This is the result of a correct analysis, because
if you do not do the analysis correctly, the
conclusions will also be incorrect. It is on analysis
that our next actions are based. Of course, we are
still far from what we want and we continue to
work, but both the coaching staff and the players
understand exactly where we are going.

Physical training is important and we have
obvious progress here as well. There has never
been a time when we were physically bullied with
any team, or could not keep up with the pace,
and the reason for this is a different method of
preparation. We pay a lot of attention to sports
medicine, we have GPS systems and through
it we know exactly how much workload rugby
players should receive during the day or week. All
exercises are planned in close connection with
the physical training group and we have precisely
written the time and volume of this or that action.

The exercises are as close as possible to
the playing situations and we artificially create
difficulties in order to cope well with the task
if necessary. An example of this is the match
against Romania, where we lost for 1 hour, but
we created problems for the opponent and got
points.

We currently have information that we will
play the European Rugby Championship in
February-March, which is the final part of the
World Cup qualifiers, and we are waiting for the
opponents to be clarified for the summer and
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autumn tests. “We expect stabilization from
2022 - both in terms of composition and game
quality, and these numbers will become more
visible." Physical training is important and we
have obvious progress here as well. There has
never been a time when we were physically
bullied with any team, or could not keep up with
the pace, and the reason for this is a different
method of preparation. We pay a lot of attention
to sports medicine, we have GPS systems and
through it we know exactly how much workload
rugby players should receive during the day
or week. All exercises are planned in close
connection with the physical training group and
we have precisely written the time and volume of
this or that action.

The exercises are as close as possible to
the playing situations and we artificially create
difficulties in order to cope well with the task
if necessary. An example of this is the match
against Romania, where we lost for 1 hour, but we
created problems for the opponent and got points.

We currently have information that we will
play the European Rugby Championship in
February-March, which is the final part of the
World Cup qualifiers, and we are waiting for the
opponents to be clarified for the summer and
autumn tests. "We expect stabilization from
2022 - both in terms of composition and game
quality, and these numbers will become more
visible." @
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Claude Saurel

“GEORGIAN RUGBY SHOULD HAVE
IT'S OWN UNIQUE IDENTITY"
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ne person who will be on the
Advisory Board is French coach
Claude Saurel who first arrived
in Georgia in 1996. He was
the one who taught Georgian specialists
and rugby players the principles of modern
rugby, opened the door for Georgian players
to the French clubs and led Georgia on its
first ever Rugby World Club 2003.

RWG Greetings. Let me go back to 1996.
Why did you decide to come to Georgia
during that troublesome period?

C.S. | came to Georgia in 1996 on the request
of Zaza Kasashvili and Bidzina Gegidze to
conduct the audit of the Georgian rugby. |
found huge enthusiasm in people who were
involved in rugby and said that | had to take
up this job.
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RWG And still what was it that made you
decide to stay and work in Georgia?
C.S. The potential and physical abilities of
the players.
RWG What was the first challenge you
started with?
C.S. When | arrived it was 4am and already
by 10am | was in the Rugby Union. |
was met by 10 or 12 coaches there. Gia
Chumburidze did the interpreter job. On the
whiteboard we wrote: “Rugby lesson #1".
We started talking about modern rugby. In
the afternoon we went onto the field where
I met the players for the first time. They had
excellent abilities but were very low on the
technical skill level.

The Georgian rugby leadership told me
that they did not have money. | said: it is OK,
let us earn money together. The shortest =»
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Claude Saurel shares experience with Rugby World
Georgia CEO Zurab Ksovreli
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way to progress was to move up on the
world rugby rankings. If we did that we
would receive more funding from the world
rugby.

RWG The progress of Georgian Rugby and
the Georgian National Team started when
you helped Georgian players sign contracts
with French clubs. Did you think back then
that this would bear the fruit it did?

C.S. 1 will borrow the words of Kipling — 1 did
it because | thought it was impossible. It
was caused by the necessity that we had no
conditions to train. First we sent Tsabadze
and Rapava. In total, we sent about 80
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players to French clubs. It should be said
that these were not leading clubs.

RWG Georgia arrived for that game with a
representative delegation that included
Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili
and Minister of Culture, Sports and Youth
RWG Tea Tsulukiani. What do you think the
government involvement will bring to the
Georgian rugby?

C.S. Today rugby is one of the things
Georgia is world famous for. Rugby creates
a positive image of Georgia, at least in
France. There Georgian rugby players are
known as worthy, courageous people.
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The attendance of the president and the
minister of that game is a proof that the
Georgian government understands the role
of rugby in the promotion of Georgia and its
integration in the western world.

RWG What else do you think Georgian rugby
needs to become a tier 1 level rugby nation?
C.S. It depends on the work you will do. |
believe that in about 5 years at the Rugby
World Cup 2027 you can play level with any
opponent and finish among top 8-10 teams.
RWG loseb Tkemaladze invited you to join
the Advisory Board together with veteran
rugby players. What do you think of this
format?

C.S. At the first meeting we agreed upon the
key priority: to spread and promote rugby
values around Georgia. We should convince
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“I believe that at the Rugby World Cup 2027
you can play level with any opponent ”

parents that by enrolling their children

in rugby they provide them with caring
environment where their health, education
and careers are being taken care of. Players
should know that after their rugby career

is over they will not be alone to face life
problems. The parents should know that

by enrolling their children in rugby they

will grow worthy people. Children rugby
development is our key priority.

RWG When you worked in Georgia you did
not have a single field to train. Now we have
27 and the government promised to build
100 more.

C.S. The field is never enough. It is a long-
term project and | like that it cover all of
Georgia. As a result, people living away from
big cities will have an opportunity to play
rugby and it will bring results by all means.

RWG You also trained the Georgian National
Rugby Sevens Team and successfully so. At
Rugby World Cup Sevens 2001 you finished
on the 10th place. How important is the
development of rugby sevens?

C.S. The abandoning of rugby sevens by the
previous leadership of the Georgian Rugby
Union is a long-term mistake. My impression
is that the current president understands the
need to develop rugby sevens. | know that
the Georgian National Rugby Sevens Team is
in the hands of two former excellent players
Gia Labadze and Besik Khamashuridze. | will
do my best to help them.

RWG What do you think of the Georgian
coaching staff and their prospects?

C.S. | think that the coaching staff of the
Georgian National Rugby Team is doing an
excellent job and I think that the level of play
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The Minister of Culture and Sports of Georgia
Tea Tsulukiani presented a gift to the famous coach

they show is very high. | also think that the
former players who have received high-level
education and corresponding diplomas,
such as Davit Zirakashvili, Avksenti
Giorgadze, Goderdzi Shvelidze, Davit
Bolghashvili, etc., can make the Georgian
coaching team even stronger.

RWG Do you think that by inviting a
successful foreign coach the level of play
will become even higher?

C.S. Today Georgia is behind the great

rugby nations but if it repeats what others
are doing, it will never catch up to them. It
needs to do more than the others and to
establish an identity of Georgian rugby that
will be connected to your character and
natural qualities. You need to have your own
path of development and today we have an
opportunity to follow it. @
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Oval shaped, white marble
plaque adorned with “eternity
sign” Borjghali has been pinned
to the old brick building where
our organization was formed, and the
founder's memoirs reprinted as well. As a
result, the public felt our wisdom and saw
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our achievements over that spell.

Who led those mavericks? — French-born
self-employed poor tailor who even could not
speak Georgian and was carefully monitored
by Soviet security service KGB for relentlessly
demanding back his French citizenship
and permission to leave. This gentleman
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possessed a leather oval thing brought with
him from native Marseille and had created
those three teams but inexplicably taught his
pupils to kick a penalty for goal without first
placing the ball onto the ground.

Furthermore, those pupils held that
ball with arms outstretched towards the =
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The first national

rugby team of Georgia
was formed in 1989,
coach — David Kilasonia,
captain — Oleg Liparteliani
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Opening of a memorial plaque dedicated

to the 60th ann|versary of Georg|an Rugby ey T
December 1, 2022 ek

sky and used to brandish upper limbs like
swords in the act of passing. All this leads
us to conclude that the mentor neither had
played rugby himself nor ever watched it
decently. Nevertheless, our wised-enough
organization must sincerely thank that kind
and devoted man — JAKO from the outskirts
of Saburtalo, then itself outside of Thilisi
— for holding a single demo game and
squeezing a couple of articles into media.
After full two years of struggle, fortune
finally smiled at us — a 24-years-old chap




1961

On December 1, under
the leadership of Givi
Mrelashvili, the Thilisi Rugby
Section, the predecessor of
the Georgian Rugby Union,
was established.
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from Plekhanoff avenue suddenly arrived
back home for family-related reasons and
stayed here.

ACCOMPLISHED IN 40 DAYS!

That apostle turned to be Givi Mrelashvili —
the true founder of modern Georgian rugby;
the creator of the GRU and its principal
driving force for the initial 15 years; the
pioneer recognized by encyclopedists

and historians; an educated intellectual; a
public figure since a young age; and the first

person in Georgian rugby community who
was awarded national "Order of Dignity".
Faced with rubble and no hope in the
Mother City, our protagonist attacked the
task hands-on: mixed-up with peers, met
with seniors, acquainted with big guns
and lectured them on virtues of the new
sport; overcame every obstacle and with
the assistance of a lot of good people,
accomplished the job in just 40 days —
held Founding Congress of “City Section
of Rugby” at City Sports Union's premises,

thus gaining state recognition for the oval
ball.

That solved various problems at
once — rugby got rights equal with other
sports: stadium gates opened for it and
regular funding was secured. These made it
possible to start the domestic competition
and arrange trips to other Soviet republics.
Furthermore, thanks to the founder's rare
skills Georgia beat every contender in earning
rights to host two highest-profile, post-revival
all-Soviet rugby tournaments (1963, 1966). @
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utaisi “Aia" — A Rugby Club with this
mythological name made its name
K outside of Georgia decades ago back
when they had to compete in the
Soviet Championship. Kutaisians gained the
status of one of the most successful teams of the
USSR in the 1980's. “Aia" become the winner
of the domestic championship three times
(1987, 1988, 1989), the vice-champion
one time (1984) and also took the
third place prize once (1985).
They managed to raise the
Soviet Union Cup twice
;h (1987, 1990). -
)

A champion with a great history, present and future

bmpat $90830am0, 000 / Nodar Cheishvili, AIA
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At the same time "Aia" was proving
themselves at the Georgian championship.
They kept winning the title of the
champion over and over. "Aia" continued
the same pace at the Independent Rugby
Championship of Georgia, although this
time not for as long as before.

The team finished the 2021 season
of the "DIDI 10" in one breath and the

L

final match against "“Batumi” ended with

a victory. One of the Kutaisians' main
characters in recent years is an former
Borjghalosani Besik Khamashuridze, who
has returned from France to his hometown
back in 2008. He assisted "Aia" as a player-
coach first, and as a full time coach later.
At last year's championship season, he
was the one who led the team.

The COVID situation affected everything,
as well as the rugby field. The draw of the
“Big Ten" was suspended several times.
Dates of the matches have been changed
due to objective circumstances, and it is
quite difficult for an athlete to stay balanced
at such an unstable pace. The previous
draw of the Big Ten was suspended several
times. Date of the matches kept changing
due to objective circumstances, and it is
quite difficult for an athlete to stay balanced
at such an unstable pace. However, both
the players and the staff of “Aia" understood
well that in order to achieve the goal,
proper preparation was needed for each
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match. Everyone fully understood their
mission, and consequently, the professional
approach played a big role in becoming the
champion.” - says Besik Khamashuridze.

A positive turnaround for “Aia" started in
2007-2008, when Giorgi Gorgaslidze took
over the management of the club. Giorgi, on
his behalf, asked Besik Khamashuridze to
return. Levan Sharvashidze, a former rugby
player of “Aia", now the head coach, tells us
about the importance of this turning point.

“We started giving preference to a more
modern style of rugby where hand-play
is one of the main components. Since the
main team of "Aia" mainly feeds off of the
upbringing of its own academy; it took years
to bear fruit."

Besik Khamashuridze himself is currently
in position of the vice president of the club.

The abundance of “Aia" school pupils is
noticeable in both national and age teams.
For example, rugby players competing in
the French Top 14 are currently playing
in the “Borjghalosnebi” with Kutaisian
experience: Mikheil Nariashvili, Beqa

Gigashvili, Vano Karkadze, Otia Giorgadze
and Tedo Abzhanidze; Mirian Modebadze,
Giorgia Babunashvili and Lasha Lomidze
are defending dignity of the first Georgian
franchise "Black Lion". Besides the ones
listed above, way more "Aia" school
graduates are considered in the expanded
roster of the team.

"Old and current training conditions are
as different from each other as heaven and
earth. East and West academies have been
formed in recent years. Now | am in charge
of the West one. This is a very good project
because the goal is to find talented young
people and help their professional growth,”
- Says Giorgi Nemsadze.

A similarly optimistic attitude is felt
among the players.

“After the assembly we are ready for
the games and as always, in every match
we are going to fight for victory." - This is
the comment of the captain of "Aia", Petre
Jincharadze.

So, the Georgian rugby flagship with a
great past still has big plans. @
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COACHES AND CAPTAINS OF
KUTAISI “AlA" SINCE 2008

(when the team returned to the Premier League)

303006300/CAPTAINS

2008-2010

0630 fiboggodg/irakli Chkhikvadze
2011-2014

0633mo Mgz0dzamo/Irakli Revishvili
2015

0360 3b3sdg/Badri Dangadze
2016-2019

390 ddmdddgmndg/Gela Shalamberidze
2019-2021

30m0M30 03076033000/ Giorgi Babunashvili
2022 Bggmo

3966M9 306336G3dg/Petre Jincharadze

0963®06I%VIdN/COACHES

2008

90806 dogbndg/Emzar Dzagnidze

2009

0903 badsdy6ndg/Besik Khamashuridze
2010-2011

3003 3om@asdg/Koba Giorgadze

2012

0gbn3 badadymndg/Besik Khamashuridze
2012-2013

3m0d gnmMaadg/Koba Giorgadze
2013-2016

0gbog bododymadg/Besik Khamashuridze
2016-2019

0990 ya®adzomo/Beqa Kurashvili
2019-2021

0gbog3 bads3y6ndg/Besik Khamashuridze
2022

9336 do@gadadg/Levan Sharvashidze
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t can be said that the

almost two-year period of

the pandemic has passed

without serious losses for

Georgian rugby. The first
half of the third pandemic season, 2021-
2022, has already ended.
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We spoke with the Head of the
Competition Committee of the Georgian
Rugby Union (GRU), Mr Niaz Mamrikishvili.
There were plenty of topics for conversation:
Georgian Premier Division — the Didi 10,
lower and age grade leagues, the situation in
domestic rugby in general and much more...
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YAYI The idea of Didi 10 paid off from both
marketing and sporting points of view.
The level of the Georgian championship
has increased. The clubs have no
financial difficulties. They receive basic
funding from the GRU, and apart from that
the regional teams are also co-funded =
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from local municipalities. Some clubs have
sponsors, of which | can name some large
Georgian companies: RMG, Bagrationi,
Caparol...

This is not limited to Didi 10 clubs only.
Members of the First and Regional Leagues
also receive municipal funding. It is very
important that almost every match of Didi
10 is broadcast live.

(7€ Are the clubs' budget mainly spent on
salaries?

A" On more than that. There are expenses
for salaries, training camps, travel, and
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equipment. Of course, certain sums go to
development - in each Didi 10 club there
are two youth teams, as well as children
teams. There is also Didi 10 Reserve Grade
Competition. Only Qazbegi and Rustavi have
no reserves.

1€ The outflow of players to foreign clubs
decreased?

ITH To some extent, it has. However, the
migration of rugby players abroad is a
natural process. Most of them, of course,
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head to France. In recent years, the number
of Georgians has also increased in Russia.
You can see a Georgian player in almost
every European country. We have great
hopes for the Black Lion project, which
would help ensure that talented players stay
and master the craft at home.

[{1[€ Has the number of youth engaged in
rugby reduced over the past two years, that
is, during the pandemic?

['AY2 | would not say that it has reduced
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dramatically. U17 League is still at the pre-
Covid level, but in U19 League, for schooling
reasons, there has been 17 percent decline.
The loss has been more significant in the
Festival age groups U15-11-9, due to the
same restrictions.

[T¢ Approximately how many players are
licensed by Georgian clubs?

IYX Why approximately? We can tell

you exactly, spot on. League players are
registered by the Union's Stats Department.
They update club and age lists on daily
basis and publish amounts on official

site STAT.RUGBY.GE at focal point — on
scoreboard. In addition, there are recent 4
year comparative dynamics. To answer your
query I'd rather mention, that by December
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23 there were 3752 licensed players in 85
teams: 1795 seniors over 36 teams, 673
U19 youth in 16 organizations and 1284
U17 boys throughout 33 clubs.

This is how our structure and human
resources look like. We can say that the
losses by the pandemic are minimal. | hope
this data will not worsen and growth will
continue.

The project of 100 new rugby pitches will
also greatly contribute to this ...

Certainly. Just as the stadium program
implemented by the CARTU Foundation
helped us move forward many years ago,
this new project will take us to a quite new
level.

| cannot say how many years it will take
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to build all the pitches. | only know that
the construction of 4 stadiums is about to
begin. Overall, this will bring tremendous
progress in sports terms at all levels.
(7€ If we are talking about progress, my
question is: Do you think we are ready to
play in Six Nations today?
X | would answer you this way: at least
we are ready to challenge Italy!

| pin my hopes on the Black Lion project.
If you recall autumn tests against France
and Fiji, we can say that Black Lion has
already yielded results. And we will see even
more advancement in a year or a year and
a half, which will also be facilitated by the
experience that we will gain at the Currie Cup
First (Lower) Division in South Africa. @
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he festival rugby
unites children
born in 2007-2015
who are divided in
four age groups:
under 15 (born
in 2007-2008) —
senior festival age group and three
junior festival age groups: under
13 (born in 2009-2010), under 11 =
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(born in 2011-2012) and under 9 (born in
2013-2015). In every age group, there are
festival games once every two weeks from
September to December (Autumn Season)

and from March to June (Spring Season).
No scores are recorded and there is no
competition table. This helps children,
their parents and coaches to be free from
pressure and to play just for
fun.

Only in a senior age group,
there is a Championship of
Georgia every spring among
Rugby 12 and Rugby 7 preceded
by two qualification rounds.

There are reasons why the
championship is held in this
age category. The players born
in 2007 play B League and
get ready for a competitive

environment in their final festival
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season. It is in this age group and only in the
championship games that the players start
to kick the ball at goal. Under 15 games have
referees whereas younger age groups are
refereed by coaches.

The chairman of the festival rugby Nika
Chitaladze says that behind every decision
there is big effort and specific goal:

“There are different rules in different
age groups to make the game safe and
enjoyable. These rules have been written
on the basis of experience of different
countries. A development team spent a long
time to develop these rules and adjust to
the Georgian reality. At the same time, we
are open and any time any coach can offer
changes to rules”.

The number of children enrolled in rugby
started to grow since Rugby World Cup 2015
and reached peak of 5,674 children in 2018.

Besides monitoring the health of the
children enrolled in rugby the licensing has
another important meaning: the data is
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entered into the electronic database and
the organizers can check the children's
information any time. It excludes the
possibility of over the age kids playing with
younger kids.

There are 52 children rugby clubs
registered in Georgia and most of them
regularly participate in festivals — 34 in the
east and 28 in the west.

The development of children's rugby and
the increase of children's number :
enrolled in rugby is one of main I
priorities. Every child taking part
in the festival is insured and
receives all kinds of medical aid
for free. The festivals are served
by doctors. There is a match
doctor on the field and there
is an ambulance ready to take
the injured child to a hospital
immediately.

“Children receive first
impression on rugby from their
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The development of children's rugby
and the increase of children’s number
enrolled in rugby is one of main priorities
for the Georgian Rugby Union

coach. It is the coach who is responsible
for developing the love of rugby in children
as well as different skills. We have a
leading team of educators in easter Europe.
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They train coaches on several locations
simultaneously. Medical staff and referees
are trained to0o," says Chitaladze.
The work is also underway to activate
. the school project “Enroll
in Rugby". The idea
' of holding contactless
festivals and other events
increase its quality and make
coaches, parents and rugby
players happy.
From now on, veteran Lelo
Gia Labadze will care about

is being discussed. The
goal is to promote rugby,

the development of children's

rugby. @
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THE ATTACKING SHAPE

THAT UNDERPINS |RELAND

SEAN HOLLEY

AS IRELAND'S head coach, Andy
Farrell has instilled a never-say-
die culture and an adaptable
playing style. For example, many
teams now adopt a second
playmaker in the back-line.
Withthe likes of Bundee Aki and
Robbie Henshaw at his disposal, Farrell instead
looks to deploy others at first receiver in phase
play and off first phase. This affords more time and
space to the principal distributor, the outside-half.

It's no secret that Johnny Sexton has been
targeted for some hefty treatment by defences.
This tactic, coupled with some powerful forward
ball-carriers, allows the No 10 to pick and choose
when to step up into the front-line and take the
attack to the defence. It also gives him the chance
to receive a pass in more depth, allowing for more
scanning and easier movement of the ball to the
wider channels.

Ireland’s general attack shape entails a
grouping of forwards across the field in a 1-3-2-2
formation, with Sexton playing inside a group of
three forwards. From closer to the sidelines, Sexton
will play behind a group of three forwards linking
to another forward group of two more infield. This
shape allows the side to play direct or to play wide
by having various phase plays within the structure.

The versatile backs that Ireland now possess
facilitates this and the skill-set of all Ireland players
is coveted by other teams in Europe. In many
positions they have three options to choose from of
similar calibre. The team is playing with vigour and
enthusiasm, as illustrated by the win over the All
Blacks last autumn.

The star of the autumn for Ireland was Caelan
Doris and it was his try against New Zealand that
I've looked at here...

WHO 1S
SEAN HOLLEY?

A former Ospreys
and Bristol coach
who has also
worked with Wales
and is now
aTV analyst

THE THRUST. Bundee Aki promotes himself ahead of Sexton,

takes a flat pass from Conway and, with inventive footwork,

tries to cross the gain-line. With this one carry, he takes out

Richie Mo'unga, David Havili and Dalton Papalii. Conway
follows his pass into the contact to help clear NZ threats, while van der Flier takes
a short line to the tackle to police any potential jackal threat. But Aki's carry is so
effective, and his ball presentation so clean, that NZ get nowhere near the ball.
Ireland have fast ball for the next phase.

Ball presentation is the first key to Ireland'’s ruck speed success.

A good exercise for quick, long ball placement is the Star Drill. Ask a player to lie
on the ground with the ball. At five points around the full circumference of the
player's height with fully extended arms, place five different-coloured cones. The
coach calls the colours in turn and the player quickly moves their body position
whilst on the floor in the direction of that cone. You can make this more difficult
by getting a defender with a tackle shield to try to obstruct the movements.



THE KILL. Codie Taylor is isolated at the side of
the ruck and Ireland smell blood. Taking a pass
from his nine, Doris senses Taylor has to push

off the ruck to cover the options. He steps off his
outside foot and powers through on Taylor's inside
shoulder. Blackadder is too late to intervene having been put on his
back by Ryan's clearout. With no backfield cover, Doris sprints in for a
superb score.

Forwards carrying after running around the corner
must drive off their outside foot to square up and prpvide options.;To

- ﬁ 84 cn‘rnwiay
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THE CAVALRY. NZ are now scrambling.

Gibson-Park has three options to pick

from on this phase in Kelleher, James

Ryan and Beirne. He chooses Kelleher,

who gets over the gain-line. Blackadder
has a slim chance to get over the ball but Ryan's angle,
height and technique wipes him away (inset). Again, the ball
is on a platter for the No 9.

Running lines to contact areas can be
practised using entry points to ensure no penalties are
conceded. Use poles for players to run around so they're
square coming into contact. Poles or nets can be used to
lower body height. | liked setting up tackles witha1v1ina
5m area and getting one jackler and a cleanout man to race
to the tackle from different-coloured cones.

THE SETUP. Caelan Doris gathers Ronan Kelleher's throw to the front of the lineout and dummies the
delivery to hold the NZ back-line ten metres back from the line of touch. The plan is to cross the gain-line in
midfield and win the race around the corner to the next phase. Andrew Conway comes off his wing to play
first receiver, freeing up Johnny Sexton for the next phase. Tadhg Beirne stops Ethan Blackadder coming
through the lineout as he tries to get at Jamison Gibson-Park. And Josh van der Flier, anticipating where
the ball carry will be, runs ahead and subtly blocks Sam Whitelock, delaying the lock to his position at the next ruck.
Getting the delivery right from a lineout without your usual first receiver can go horribly wrong unless
you practise. If you have more than one scrum-half at training, send one to work with the forwards on lineout calls. First
receivers need to know where to stand from different deliveries. In this instance, Conway will need to know the call, stand
closer to the scrum-half as it's the front and take the timing of his run off Doris's dummy and feed. Not easy unless it's

practised!
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LilMmBLE6NL BbMImIaNL Fiul
THE LIFESTYLE OF A ATHLETE
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3bm36mgd0b 10 6gbo, Mabo I3 6aMTdGHgdma 33Gaghab 3oMabhns.

The Rugby Union's fitness team has developed 10 rules for a professional athlete's
lifestyle. Following these rules is key for athletes, in terms of career success.

1. 369z3m0hy Bymab dogmobbo mbasabedddo / Regulate water balance in the body;
2. 3dmomg 0bEybdmonma ad)doggdnma bogazgdn dgbo Magombowab / Reject
industrially processed foods;

3. 3oBothg badnhomytn oydydaggogmo baizgdo dgbb Mogombadn / Increase the share
of natural unprocessed foods;

4. 35093063 domdgo bobdatbyemgdal dowgds / Reduce simple carbohydrate intake;
5. sdmopg sgmgmdmemo dgbo Gogombogasb / Avoid alcohol;

6. dmghoyg 6admgolb — goblognmbgdnm obhndomdozgol! / Avoid medicines -
especially antibiotics!;

7. 30093303909 dogwo / Improve sleep habit;

8. 0bbogmyg 90agbs s OYmogboEns / Learn to recover and relax;

9. doogpy botabbosbo 3ogmgde / Get quality proteins;

10. dooeg 26d0mgmo 3badgde, dmghapg sbozebdbmgem 3bodgol / Get healthy fats,
avoid unhealthy fats.
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basNi
TinddBdaNbdb
STEPS T0 SUCCESS

Jgmo dmpgdady / Kety Modebadze
7-gogmab gmazngma 3odndobo

Women 7's Former Captain
00(bgbheybgc, — ,hgddombms s3d9d0s"
Fitness trener — Champions Academy

3306320 03M6I30 30603%23600)
ROMANIAN DEAD LIFT

// 3X10 80ddMmJI8d/REPS

307893900 dotdayob, by
B30l g3gs babogmal 3ybmgab.
The dumbbell Romanian deadlift
works your hamstrings, glutes,
and your lower back.

> d0083b9m 3gbgdn dbegdal
b0gAbgdg s angtgm dobhgemgdn
bgmagdom 03gbgdob gobbztng;

» dybemgdn mbog dmbatg, mgdmb
1390 dnd®smonm hadmbbog boddodggon
dobobggb by Omd Byhgo bLEmGD
39300mb, 16 030dbm oM
©d30d7cmmos d0tdagal sbgdo;

> 0069bn LByl dmBognsdn
o30dg bozemdol 3ybmgdo.

» Place your feet shoulder-width
apart and hold the dumbbells with
your hands along the legs;

» Bend your knees slightly, pull

the weights down to the ground by
moving your hips so that your back
is holding properly, you should feel a
deep stretch in the hamstrings;

» Return to the starting position and
squeeze your glutes.
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3mbmzm obaMagdenmm domamgdymo geambiom / Email your letters to info@rugbyworld.ge

Y 3IZ300063N30mM0 FIRNSI8N // SUPPORTERS LETTERS

JoGmymo G330l gymdgdohinghgdo
Georgian Rugby Supporters

d00hobymo Fy6bognlb RUGBY WORLD
d6030mBemnsbo abhmbas dg3b, 3odmoggds
1960 Bemob mghmddmnob, batrzgdmmmdl
0000 38¢)0300 bdbdgom b0ggddn

360b g39modg 30yn39000 M3300b
F6bdw0 dbmagemomda. gobbdgymhgoymo
dmdmatmonb Bgbohb ombgalb 2003

Bemob Gagonl dbmagmom msbol

The British Magazine RUGBY WORLD has a
long history.It has been published since 1960.
It gets a lot of respect among rugby circles
and is the best-selling rugby magazine in
the world. Rugby World reached its peak of
popularity after the 2003 Rugby World Cup.

This prestigious magazine will appear
in the Georgian rugby space as a joint
edition of Rugby World Georgia, which will
be a Georgian-English version and will
provide the fans with national, as well as
international news.

We wholeheartedly welcome
and congratulate RUGBY WORLD's

establishment in the Georgian rugby world.
We wish them success at the new stage

090093 bBmGYE Oma gb 30gbHozyma
J6bogmo Joboym Lbatogdm bozhgdo
39Mommap godmhbogos RUGBY
WORLD GEORGIA-b ghmmdgmo3n
30dm3980b babom o EanbHgcgbgdym
3umdgdadgnzotmb dgbmogadgdl hmamby
96m36ym, sbg3g boghmsdmbobm
bOMOZOM Fobabgmgdgol. gymmEagm

of development in Georgia. We are sure
the magazine will pamper local rugby fans

RUGBY WORLD-0b gty batagom
bodgobmdo o031dbgdol, gybnG390m
Bobdadgool sbogmn gobgnmatgdal
900399 Lagobmzgmmdn. akBdybgdma
3000, FYObammn Mogoab dswanmmomng
dmy30mymgdl 3osbgdngmgdl dgado
bosbgmom o gebhznbm3zal owgs ghmon
bObNadm3bm Ladnaegds gobrgos.

amhm 36003 gogbadg / Picture Mariam Gagnidze

L.

with a lot of news and become another
enjoyable way to unwind.

Jodmymo bdmdhob Jmdaggde / Kartuli Sportis Komagebi

,®0300 AH3I60 003NV — 9b
06dds Johmzgm gymdgdadgnzgddo
3639003300300 adM 300901 d0L
0063930, 903683 Magda sbab bdmbAHAb
bobgmde, OmAgmadag y3geedy Mo
dmdgbphdo Jobmzgge bagmbl bobadbo

30006239000 gdmE300 oYdM6o.

9b 96bogma ydbodzbgemmgabgling
Joboeo Hogdob dghoo
3033mat08o300bm30b, Goms Jotmzgema
bagmbo 33t osbemmggl Hagdmab,
3003mb 3OMdggdgdal, domo gogadmal

38900b 3933900 o baghmadmeobm Gagdal
30dmEEemg00.

30663900 606HTaHgob
30L963900000, 33 FYObogmab dgdzgmdom
Joboemo Hogdo Jmdsggonbmzol dgdoo
000 3 dbgmb dgman bdmbho gobgogb.

“RUGBY IS OUR GAME" - this phrase causes

mixed attitudes among Georgian fans, but
rugby is a sport that brought back to the
Georgian people the emotion of the long-
awaited victory.

This magazine is important for the
great popularization of Georgian rugby,
so that the local people can get closer to
rugby, understand the problems, the plans
for their solution and the experience of
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international rugby.

We wish you good luck and would like
Georgian rugby to become a very open
and familiar sport for the fans through this
magazine.
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5002 3000630830920, dob doghgg
dmambgdymo hgcdnbo O™ godmznygbma,
0gm Joboremn Mogonb dzgdosn,
dodotonyemgonb dodgdo.

1991 Bgmb MHmgbog ©ondagms
badgmma 3ogdnto, Hggb 339 LEmMA
3000603700 33Jmbd sbhgyemo —
3030000, Ld0o P Bogbymngsznm.

3900030()0bgm bado yddadgbo BggmaBaoco:

1992, 1993, 1994 o 6hmd sho sadnsbgdn,

Gmdmg0dos y39emo bbzo bogdg 3owomgl o
bogadmggmmda Hggbo madadn dgnbadhiybal,
gl dbmogemom Gogddn Aggbl sgnmdy
dgbadgmmo bbgs 939906s gmangmagm.

00 85093039000080 gm-g9Mmn Bosgn
3030bg0d300m0 0gm. dabo Lagadgmm
Bghagmgdal, dob dogtr 3mdgbhohgdymo
dohhgdol, dobmob 3gtdm boydegdab
Byoagmmonm, Aiggb Bybhoo 303m©om
60 bgds dbmogmom Hoaddn, 3ob ML
Botdmagagbl, 306 stnb g3 3993080
07 2mbd gmdy, G dodsbmymgdom
300060900 000030, HMEMH 033690
B3Lgdn, Mo otab bodzngmo Mogdo o Mo —

LG maonn. 9b bpgdmos bemgdda, Mmpgbg
bogotmzgmmda 296 o6 ngm abhgcbyo.

30306903300mds 2960 Jogogg 1989 Byeml
009400 badbhmgmodm bladns — ,6Hogdo— 3ds
B0bbgmabe”, baog Batdmagabs badgmybo
bobhgdacsb Jotomyemn Mogdal gedmyzabolbs
0 dobo adm;300g0eman gabznmahgdol
30309; 89936 nbgemalbymob dgbadysabo,
bérgemgmaamao Jabogmo babegdm
H963060¢mmz00; MM030b3mEIb Mebdbs
60300 bgbgon; b ogm hggbo dg3e3dnty
botzdm dbmagemambesb s dobgg Ggdmnbobs
Jotronemo Mool sbzhagmgdnmn abihmemns.

abymdd bognbds dgdmnbobs bagebazgemm,
Baota — bognmoha bogdolb boygzomimoms
0 36OMmx)gbombanddom meznb byemmdodo.
Boogm gngnbgndzngmds m athgalb
3003003690000 dg0d)obo YnEgbo 0306ema
— Jo6memo ©3gd0bs o Joboygmo
b3mG Yo FyObagmabhngal.

hzgbo dgamodotn, dobbogemgdgemn,
30939, 2022 bemab 4 mgdghzomb
300003300, 28 0gdghzomb ob 61
Bemabo dgbemmegdmeo.

ZAAL GIGINEISHVILI, to use the term he
came up with, was a "mgezavi" (guide) to
Georgian rugby. In 1991, when the Soviet
Union collapsed, we already had the right
direction and knew which way to go.

We lived through three of the most
difficult years: 1992, 1993 and 1994. If
it hadn't been for the people who put all
other work second to keep the game alive
in Georgia, there might have been another

country in our place in world rugby right now.

One of these men was Zaal Gigineishvili.
Thanks to his newspaper letters, his game
commentary and private conversations with
him, we knew exactly what was going on in
world rugby. We knew who is David Kempiz or
Jonah Lomu was, in what direction the game
was developing, how the rules were changing,
and the difference between real rugby and a
surrogate. This was happening in the years

when there was no internet in Georgia yet.

Gigineishvili published a program article
in 1989 - “Rugby - A Road to Progress”, in
which he presented a plan of withdrawing
Georgian rugby out of the Soviet system
and developing it independently. He created
an English equivalent, perfect Georgian
rugby terminology. He translated rules of
rugby from the original. He was our ally in
the rugby world and he also preserved the
detailed history of Georgian rugby.

People like him are the ones who have
brought Georgia to this day, thanks to their
love and professionalism for their craft. Zaal
Gigineishvili has made a great contribution
to the development of two fields - Georgian
rugby and Georgian sports journalism.

Our friend, teacher and colleague passed
away on February 4, 2022. On February 28
he would have turned 61 years old.
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5030000 30030M0 GIVIIOMEN
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Jn6bammdo 3odmgdagybgdyemo dsbagms Bamdmagagbl

J90boem Rugby World Georgia-b baggodgdsb.

F90bogmdo sdgdnmo bgdabdogho dsbogmal
300mygbg00 3odmdggdemmdnb Bgbogmmdnma bgds®azol
3909089 030 ddgmymos.

The material published in the magazine is the
property of Rugby World Georgia magazine. The use
of any material use without the written permission of

the publisher is prohibited.
All contents©Rugby World Georgia 2022
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> 2020 6S206 ©ILBOGINLAN 033mboab
dghganb db3tmbgman dmbo d6oyba Rugby
World-ob byodoado, 603000 dmdogama*,
Bgtrgos: ,,008630mbgemm bygdnsbmdodn
boobemggdob dbmog vbens doGaemog
boygbmm 3o®gdme. dn8bob dnboebygzom
939¢0b0060 dgbodemgdemmdo omlgdmab.
0996memmangdo 6obbgemabogob gGor-
9600 3bnd369emmz0b0 38oo. 9b dgodengds
0gmb Ggoemyé bmdo s®bydyem
dmboggdmo 3odmygbgde vb dobpm®8y
dym@3 domododggdmsb 3mdnbogogool
dgbodemgdenmads. doghiob dbgemgemmdnbob
3000300990006 bo706m0b bodyoemgde
6m3d 354mbegm, Hmameg gb odydognem
09bdyGndns, dgdengdonm 393d0b
80%-87 dgtho boBaboo dabGyemgdsl,
Mg 000032390000 O IGIOEbIAVEY
d60d369emm306 gogemgbol obogbl™.
003008 2021 byl dmbogoggonbmaal
d636mbgemab 89(hymdnbgdgdol gooaEgdal
bagnmbo gobbogmzal bogbag nggo.

dddCIBML AIdadN a7dmIBIZ AL
TICNL ANITMRISENL AMZAN d0aMAbI?

SHOULD RUGBY CLAMP DOWN ON COACHES
AS WATER CARRIERS?

Bmman 933m0ob, 3630Mmbgmgdal
0033060 hohgze bmd ot doymomgdl od
00Jhb, GmA abobo bozmmgdaw 9bmbnsd
dn0adddggonb n6sbb, mogsw donpmb
30000093900em90980 dmgobdy, 40 Bymal
300003mm0o0d0?

»390¢) 39dob”, ,,60n30bemaba”

(b ghabdybo (do6z3b03),
bo3b67m s360306 B3dal

| 3938060 3636OMbYm r
Rassie Erasmus (right), South
African rugby union coach

p» AT THE START OF 2020, Japan's attack
coach Tony Brown wrote a column for
Rugby World's Future of Rugby issue. In it,
he said: “As for innovations in coaching,
it's a really competitive environment now.
No stone unturned. Tech could provide
the way forward. "That could be using
real-time data or it could be the ability to
communicate with players on the field. If
you could talk with players, kind of like the
NFL, you ensure you're executing the plan
with precision, rather than at 80%. That
could be the difference between winning

and losing." But in 2021 the issue of
getting messages on to players has come
under scrutiny.

Some ponder whether there is a
shortening level of trust for players to
problem solve on their own over 40
minutes now.

For Alan Pardew, former West Ham,
Newcastle and Crystal Palace manager,
there will be on-pitch lieutenants you can
trust to deliver any game plan you have
hammered during the week.

“But | don't see any problem in getting
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»3600hogm 3gmabob” ymangm ma3303
3gab Jomnyl s8Mom, 3630 mbgeml
#06dmennb 39¢089" 976090 Jb0Y
390390 ., e900960609d0", HMEYmmVE
dmgemn 33060l 3obdogemmdodn
d9d3d93909¢m0 393000 3obbmbE0gemgdol
0bmAb.

» 0007 30mAe9dsl 39603 dodhiob
dbgemgemmdnbob doonomgonl doggdodn
3b993. JOIME, 396 3b933. 396
3bgcoog 08odn 39606006 010200109000
0000 beod Abeaemm 30633926000 HOJH0O0
63606190900 d9305300 0335880, Gdgembg
dob89 gogemgbol dmbeogby dgdemas. bowoo
8 00me00mmA0?”, — 3060863l dgmob
3o6r0007.

o b3, dogmnsb o
db0d3b9emmdol bmd oty 30b0d900 9dob? ob
09690 3339 dm3000 O, bybhomBymoo
09300100m0 0095800 dbgEmgEmmonbsl
dmm309900bm30b dobaggd domnmgdoms
GdmEIbmds? @

messages onto the pitch going forward. |
just don't see that. | don't see any cheating
involved in that. All you're doing is making
a tactical change that might influence the
game. Where's the deception in that?" —
says Alan Pardew.
Are we making
a meal of this, or is

it time to seriously ONLY IN
clamp down on the H“ﬁnv
number of messages WI]II[I]

being passed onto
the players? @
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