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About Ephrem Mtsire’s Hymnographical
Inheritance

Summary

Ephrem Mtsire occupies a distinguished position in the
history of Georgian culture. With his name is connected the
new stage in the Georgian thought. Ephrem Mtsire has
rendered a great service to the development of Georgian
philosophical thought by translating John Damascene’s and
Areopagitic works and the commentaries added to them.
Ephrem Mitsire has supplied us with the unique information
about Byzantine literary works. He worked out his own
principles and methods and used them is his translations of
various samples of Byzantine literature.

Like Eqvtime and George Athonites Ephrem displayed
his skill in every branch of ecclesiastical literary work.
Ephrem Mitsire’s versatile activities are scientific by nature in
the modern meaning of the word. His creative work determined
greatly the level of the XI century Georgian science and social
thought.

Ephrem Mitsire’s numerous translations have been
investigated only partially. Particularly scarce is the
information about his activities is the sphere of hymnography-
ecclesiastical poetry of the middle ages. Our work deals with
this part of his vast inheritance.

The study of Georgian “Triodions” has made it evident
that this important liturgical-hymnographical collection was
considered particularly interesting in Old Georgian literature.
At first the material that had been created for “Triodion” was
developped in the universal collection “Tropologion”. In the
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first part of the X century as it becomes obvious, the first
Georgian “Triodion” was separated from “Tropologion™. g5 9=
independent collection and its creator and editor was the great 7"
Georgian hymn-writer — Ioanne Minchkhi. The first Georgian
“Triodion” was of the Jerusalem type and contained four
authors — Elias of Jerusalem, Stephanus Sabbaites, Theodore
Studites and Ioanne Minchkhi himself.

This collection served as foundation of the Georgian
“Triodions” following redactions that were worked out by the
outstanding representatives of Georgian culture- Eqvtime and
George Athonites. Those redactions of “Triodions” display
Jerusalemian as well as Coustantinoplean traditions.

Georg. 5 manuscript which is an autographic “Triodion”
by George Athonite completely reflects the Greek liturgical
practice of those days and enables to identify the authors of
numerous hymns. We have specially studied and showed the

particular importance of George Athonite’s redaction
underlining the role it plays in the history of Byzantine and
Georgian hymnography.

The investigation of Georgian manusiripts has made it
obvious that the next redaction of Georgian “Triodion” belongs
to Ephrem Mitsire. This redaction serves as a new, important
stage in the formation of Georgian “Triodions”. It contains a
vast hymnographical repertoire - hundreds of hymns, the
majority of which must have been translated by Eprem Mtsire.
This redaction of “Triodion” must have been done in Antioch,
on the “Black mountain”.

The new redaction of “Triodion” was found in the second
part (219r-292r) of Georg. 5 manuscript and it has not been
investigated up to now. This redaction has been compiled with
the autographic “Triodion” by George Antonite which is found
in the first part of the same manuscript Georg.5 (1-216v).

Ephrem Mtsire creates the new redaction of “Triodion” in
order to thoroughly present his contemporary Greek tradition.
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It is known that the main principle for Ephrem Mitsire is,
to give the most exact picture of the Byzantine traditions of, hg&
time.

The innovations connected with the new redaction of
“Triodion” contains all kinds of hymns — Kanons, Stichera,
Three-Odes. To them are added liturgical servises of Holy
Thursday, Holy Friday and John Baptist’s beheading which
made the important elements of the liturgy. All the three of
them must have been newly translated from Greek by Ephrem
Mtsire.

The new redaction of the “Triodion” contains the vast
hymnograplical repertoire that bas been translated newly from
Greek. Among them are 6 hymnographical Kanons belonging
to the outstanding representatives of Byzantine hymnography —
Andrew Crete, Theodore Studites, Kosmas of Jerusalem, John
Damascene and Theophanus Graptos.

To the Georgian translations of these Kanos are added
the titles where the authors, translators as well as the nature of
the translation, the liturgical rule used while creating it and in
some cases the names of the people who ordered them are
indicated. Such kind of exactness is typical of Ephrem Mitsire.

Among these translations special attention should be
paid to “St. Virgin’s Lament” by Theophanus Graptos which
serves as the best sample of the art of old Georgian
translations.

The Greek original of this masterpiece of Byzantine
hymnography has been lost and its restoration is possible only
by Ephrem Mitsire’s translation.

To Ephrem Mitsire belongs the fourth Georgian
translation of the famous hymn - “The Resurrection Kanon”
which word for word correspondences to the original, makes a
kind of “double” and that was why it was created.

The new redaction of the Georgian “Triodion” contains
the translations by Arsen Ikaltoeli who was Ephrem Misire’s
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pupil. Among them is “The Great Kanon” by Andrew of Crete %
which is considered the masterpiece of Byzantine:-
hymnography. Ephrem is the third Georgian translator of it. =/ UiJ. J

Ephrem Misire’s redaction does not contain the repertoire

characteristic of Jerusalemian traditions, among them Sunday
Kanons by Elias IIl and the cycle of hymns by Stephanus
Sabbaites. In this respect Ephrem continues the traditions of his
contemporary Greek “Triodions”.The same explanation must
be given to the fact that the most important period of the Lent —
Holy week contains the newly translated repertoire of hymns.
Among them the hymns by Kosmas of Jerusalem deserve
special attention. This author is represented by a great deal of
new translations in Ephrem Mtsire’s “Triodion”.

One of the most important innovations of this redaction is
the introduction and settling down of the repertoire of swall-
size hymns - Stichera. Alongside with the hymns  having
different forms this collection contains 542 small-size hymns
some of which entered from the “Triodion”under George
Athonite’s redaction and others were trasnslated from Greek.

The “Triodion” by Ephrem Mitsire contains new
translations of the small-size hymns of VII-IX century
Byzantian hymn-writers: Sophronius of Jerusalem, Andrew of
Crete, Stephanus Sabbaites, Theodore Studites, Theophanus
Graptos, Joseph of Sicily, John Damascene, Kosmas of
Jerusalem. They can not be found in the previous Georgian
manuscripts.Their translation is one of the innovations of
“Triodion” by Ephrem Misire.

These translations are important for the ascertainment of
the texts which are Greek originals and for the identification of
the authors.

In this redaction are given the new translations of a series
of Stichera -  “Automela”. Inspite of the difficulties
characteristic of the translation of this type of hymns, their
Georgian translations are perfect from the artistic point of
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view. Among these hymns are Kontakions by Romarus /55700
Melodos that were once more translated. by Ephrem Mitsire.« /%=1 077

Alongside with the innovations  this redaction of
“Triodion” contains the unchanged important repertoire from
the “Triodion” under George Ahonite’s redaction: 17
hymnographical Kanons, a series of “Three-Odes’” and
numerous small — size hymns. In all those cases Ephrem Mtsire
must have approved of the previous translations.

The “Triodion” under Ephrem Mitsire’s redaction is the end
of the complicated and interesting history of the formation of
old Georgian “Triodions”.

147



3030 H>50d

% v

JIN1 10D U= 1]

PHE= i I

dmgogo 1926 6. demgogo, 95639 docol modgtadnery-
o dmm3efgmdaesb, 30dmdbognggemo, md., 1926

3030medy 19600 3. ggggmody, Jotorgemo  modgthaghob
oligmEns, I, md., 1960

33060 3883000 1982: . 3306035930em0, JodbmaMsgommao
Jobembols 4md3mbog3as, md., 1982

dgdtggamo 19591 gem. dgdGg3geo, 75698 d3oGal s3-
Boatega, bambsfgtms obbgodyndol 8emsddg, I, md., 1959

dBtg30emo 1966: gem. dgegg0emo, »9gbgmolbs™ @ dy-
bey@ol™ asagdoboomgol, 360 ,,0mms Grgbosggmo”  (obgmeo-
e -gaBg@sadrnmo dogdsbo), mo., 1966

dgdogggme 19710 dmobdodbo s 3600lddmdmalisbo,
md., 1971

wdggergbo  0sEasM0 1980: wmdggemglio os@gsco, asdmbs-
(399 dmadbagegl, aaamdzicgwo ©s 1)06036@060 Qaﬂtﬁmgb 9.
I Ga39mds, (3- Js630933s s . byglbn@osbds, »d., 1980

Jomady 2001: g5 Fgemody,  dsGoumdswowndgao
baddgdysoeendes md., 2001

boBody 1987: . bohodg, omsby dobhbol  3mgbos, .,
1987 _

bahodg 1993: . boshady, 756938 dzoty — bagammdgmams
donstrpadbgmo, Fa@b. L, boms s gbeadgds”, Ne7, 1993

bohodg 2000: . bohodg, Jodorgmo JAolgosbymo  gue-
Bacob nhémﬁoogoﬁ, md., 2000

bobmododg 1982: 5. bobmodody, Jotrornmm-dobsbBoneo mo-
Baotanema Thn0gHnmdol obimGoobsogal, od., 1982

Rmads00: . x3Is0s XTI Voggabol Jotrorgemo dodbemgGro-
ool abmdoopsb (3omdgo 303§ do@gmol orygbo), ™3,

R @308 0. RW300, I asgnemdols Lagombo X bangabol
Jotrorye 30db6mptsez0s80, dMsgammago, X, od..

148



[/
dbstheo 1969: Bernhard L, Der Ausfall der 2. Ode im / ,
byzantinischen Neunodenkanon, Salzburg, 1969 st Ll
3o6sdobergo 1910: . KapaGunos, IToctras Tproz, Cﬁﬁ‘ e
1910
bgmagm@o dserbigebo 1975: Tpuoms IMocthas, I-1I, M.,
1975
dydbgemo  dsérbgsbo  1879: TQUPBOV  KOTGVUKTIKOV,
Rome, 1879
9mq80 1980: E. Wellesz, A History of Byzantine Music

and Hymnography, Oxford, 1980

149



I/
~NA7
Bobosébo 935951
dlle=INgae
‘Bglogogno . 3
mago 1
Jo@megmo Bo@bgobob obogzgn Ggod0o > dobo
V9w gbgso . : . , 7
mago I

983698 930Gl @grsjioob Bo@bgobols Loobbo s 21

osgo I
15698 dzodob tf);];go;](gnnb do@bgobol GHH>E0(307M20

bofogmo

About Ephrem Mitsire’s Hymnographical Inheritance ................ 143

B0dE0myHIGOS . .. 148




JIN1I1DD U= 1)

'J-r'{"l‘ni.ltr{JJ

399mI318mmds L6036 LIC0”
% MBOEOL0, 0179, 0. 3333030d0L 8d8%. 19, ®: 22 36 09, 8(99) 17 22 30
Y

E-mail: universal @internet.ge



ISBN 978-9941-12-595-9

I

5959

9li7899

111



	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-001
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-002
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-003
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-004
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-005
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-006
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-007
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-008
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-009
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-010
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-011
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-012
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-013
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-014
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-015
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-016
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-017
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-018
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-019
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-020
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-021
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-022
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-023
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-024
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-025
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-026
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-027
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-028
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-029
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-030
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-031
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-032
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-033
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-034
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-035
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-036
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-037
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-038
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-039
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-040
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-041
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-042
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-043
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-047
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-048
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-049
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-050
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-051
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-052
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-053
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-054
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-055
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-056
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-057
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-058
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-059
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-060
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-061
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-062
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-063
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-064
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-065
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-066
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-067
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-068
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-069
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-070
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-071
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-072
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-073
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-074
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-075
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-076
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-077
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-078
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-079
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-080
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-081
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-082
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-083
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-084
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-085
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-086
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-087
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-088
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-089
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-090
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-091
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-092
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-093
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-094
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-095
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-096
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-097
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-098
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-099
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-100
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-101
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-102
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-103
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-104
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-105
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-106
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-107
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-108
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-109
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-110
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-111
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-112
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-113
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-114
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-115
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-116
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-117
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-118
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-119
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-120
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-121
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-122
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-123
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-124
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-125
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-126
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-127
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-128
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-129
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-130
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-131
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-132
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-133
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-134
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-135
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-136
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-137
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-138
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-139
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-140
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-141
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-142
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-143
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-144
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-145
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-146
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-147
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-148
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-149
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-150
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-151
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-152
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-153
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-154
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-155
	Efrem_Mcire_Himnografiuli_Memkvidreobis_Shesaxeb-156

