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/7 J
Eldar Bubuldshvili
Ilia Chavchavadze and Problems of the C.lmrch Jidda
of Georgia

In the works of St. Ilia the Rightious, who started his pub-
lic activity in the 60-s of the XIXc., problems of the church of
Georgia are sygnificantly concidered.

His famous divine three word expression ‘“Motherland,
Language, Faith” was like a banner of national-libereration mo-
vement. “Motherland, language, faith” was one notion for St Ilia
the Rightious, the base of a solid wall for the future independent
Georgia. In his opinion, cristianity playd a great role in the life
of Georgian people. Cristianity enabled georgian nation to con-
solidate and native tongue, motherland and nationality to be
preserved. According to the hidtorical experiance of Georgia St.
Ilia the Rightious acknowlaged faith unity to be basis of national
unification. That is why georgian people guarded and gently
cared Orthodoxy as it was “the cement of the unity”.

St. Ilia the Rightious was Orthodox himself but his abti-
tude towards the members of other denominations was full of
respect and tolerance.

He was active in defending the rights of unnulled autocep-
haly Georgian Church. He was defender and supporter of Geor-
gian clergy. St. Ilia paid a great attention to studies of Georgian
language in theological schools and stictly used to point out the
anti-Georgian ruling politics of the mentioned schools.

St. Ilia the Rightious was activly involved in the move-
ment of autocephalists. He rightly regarded impairing faith and
national mentality of georgians, disordering theological educa-
tion, devastation and robbery of churches and monasterries were
caused by hard situation in the administration of the church.

The fight for gaining autocephaly he considered as the
part of national-liberation movement. In the beggining of the
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XXec. it became obvious that St. Ilia the Rightious wanted o/

connect the autocephaly of the church of Georgia with idéa of )=

autonomy of Georgia itself. Several times he appealed the ¥ice-
gerent of the Caucasus and the oberprocuror of the Russian
synod for demanding the autocephaly of the church of Georgia.
Reactionary processes and his murder prevented St. Ilia’s deci-
sion to raise the problem of autocephaly of the church of Geor-
gia on the session of the State Councel.

St. Ilia the Rightious was on close personal terms with
Georgian Clergymen as: St. Gabriel Bishop of Imereti, St. Ale-
xander Okriadze and others who were fighting against the Russi-
an imperial politics for defending the religious and political
rights of Georgian people. He rightly regarded that real defen-
ders of national spirit of unnulled autocephaly Church og Geor-
gia were those clergymen who had fought for the liberty of the
motherland.

St. Ilia the Rightious sympathised Georgians of nonortho-
dox faith whose hard life under Russian Tsarizm was unbearab-
le. Against the will of Russian authorities St. Ilia often tried to
bauing together Georgians of different denominations to conso-
lidate the nation.

As it is clear the consolidation of the Georgians of diffe-
rent denominations was a part of his national programme.

The insidious murder of St. llia the Rightious caused the
great indignation of Georgian clergy. They greatly honoured the
blessed memory of St. Ilia the Rightious. In many churches and
monasteries requiems -were served. Priests were telling their
congregations about St. Ilia’s deeds in their sermons.

St. Ilia the Rightious is one of the bright stones among
other saints, in the crown of the Church of Georgia.
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