bogommagemmb ydmzmohoymo Mybdydemozol
(1918-1921 B66.) dg0o®omydmnemo dogmgdo

Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of
'\ Georgia (1918-1921)




bogoMmm3gemmb gdmazMohnymmo Mgbdydemozol (1918-1921 66.)
09000009090 dogngoo

Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Georgia
(1918-1921)

0d0emobo
2021






B0gbol 03dhmM-398c0396¢mgd0: ndodh™mo Logmododg, dobgoem dobdodg, d0gool ggbgtomo 3o80d dogmobodg, 3mem3m36030
0300 MoB3odg, J0EM0ob bmbogodzoemo, boemmdg $0b¢hModg, obo doMdogodg

399m3930L 3mo3060 MgogdhmMo: odoh®o bognodody

dmoMmgadbgemo: dotnbg $ymboo

©08006960: boenmIg 3m3003300m0

Author-compilers of the book: Dimitri Silakadze, Mikheil Bakhtadze, Brigadier General Mamia Balakhadze, Colonel David
Razmadze, Mirian Khositashvili, Salome Chanturidze, Ana Barbakadze

Editor-in-Chief of the publication: Dimitri Silakadze

Translator: Marine Chkonia

Designer: Salome Popiashvili

bogdo®m39tmmL 3o6eModgbdhol ngmos $034030dob bobgemmdol ghm3bymo d0demom™Mg30
llia Tchavtchavadze National Parliamentary Library of Georgia (NPLG)

0.b.0.3. 300 ¢33969dcm0L bobgemmdNl 9O ™300 MO300330L 0309009300
LEPL David Agmashenebeli National Defence Academy of Georgia

bogdoermzgmmb ghm3bymo otgozn
National Archives of Georgia

ISBN 978-9941-9777-1-8
UDC(g03) 355.1(479.22)(09)(1918-1921)
1-323

LIDFRO3ICML
ImM362CN
IRIN3N

LIHHAO3ICML 35hCIFIEONL
JhM36ICN dNBCAMOILI




batmAA30N

LAJOMMBIMMBL BIFMEMHIO0ITN HIAL3IBTIOINL 3I0MINIBITN dOTIdOL dOMOOIOTO bydbIOHMHM 3MIFICIBIGN 1918-

1821 63630

3b3JoMO30L M33dN

LAJOMMBIMML OIFMEMHAO0ITN MHIAL3JBTDOINL ©I 3IGM3VE00L LIdbIPMM-CNZMM3IN0IMO IHTNIMOMMBISGD

22
37
46
52
65
75
89
96

_ 182



Table of Content

The main military operations of the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Georgia in 1918-

%21 15
Organization of the Armed Forces of the First Republic of Georgia _ 30
Milicary Book 42
Declaration of Independence, Symbols and Chairmen of the Government _~ 47
Establishment of the Armed Forces, Organization of the Regular Army and Guard _ 53
Ministry if Military Affairs and the Ministeprs 66
Commanders-in-Chief, Chiefs of General Staff and other important military personnel _ 76
Milicary Service 80
Weapons and ammupition _ 97
Material condition and daily life .= 112
Military education 121
Uniforms and Ranks =~ 132
Milicary periodicals _ 140
wears of the Republic _ 146



omb0dbymo Bogbo 306m39emoo 03 B60gbgdol Lg®Mood, GMAgmoE Lodo®mmggmmb 306odgbhol ogmoo do3do30dol bobgemmdnl g m3bymm
300mommg3oL, Logommzgemmb ghmzbyem vMdogbo o Lodo®mm3zgmml Mo30oE30L LodobobHMmML b.L.0.3. V300 ©MTIg09demol Lobgmmmdol
96Hm3b61m0 mo3000(330L ©30009300b ggoom 3odmogdy. Bogbgdob LM0oELb R396 Fmgombmdm my Mmagme Rodmysmods Logdohmazgemmlb
©99m3Moh0ymo Hgbdydmozolb OmML bogommggmmmb vMdns. HMaMMo oym bvdbgr®mmgdnlb 3bmaztmgdy, Imddowgds, Ludbgthm odmmmadodno s
6o 3do gobzemm 08 Im3emg 39Mm0m©d0 Johmymds 9M30od. HMamM3 dmggblgbgdom, 08 dmzmg 3gMmomadn, Johmyem oMH3ool Mob dbems 3wadnz0
O dmemgdo. nbhm®oo 3603369emm30600 4394b0bo o 9ol v63Ymbag0L, dLg3g mBogemobom30L. d0hMmBOE NeMos $034030d90 VBEgM o Og30¢HM3d
,000MMME BoGmUbymoL 3mbom oyEe3L ymagmb gl moz0bo ghm3bgdo, moz0bo 0MLYIMBY, Mo30L0 30BomdY”. LEMGMg vdodhmad Loddmey®oo,
MM LodoOM39tMML MO3000(330L LOTBOLAHG®L L.b.0.3. V300 9¢3dgbgdemal LobgemmAl ghm3bxmo MO3OE30L ©39009300L, Lodo®mmzgmmmb
306003900l 0em0o $034030dob Lobgemmdol ghmgbyem dodmommg30L O 9H ™36 v®dogl dmol ghmmdemogo 3Gmgddhoo 9mbodbyemmo Bogbo.
R396m30L 3603369cmM30600 0Lgmo g3mdol dgLBogeme o 33eMmg30 HMaMMO3 LogdoMmzgemmb gdm3Gmodhoymmo Mgbdydmozos 1918-1921 Bemgddo.
Lodo®m3gmmb gdmzmothoyemo MHgb3ndmozd BYPbEEdgbhno A39b0 dbomo obhmEoobo o MY3ebgmmo LobgemdBommgdtomdol. doybgss
08 930ty 396m0omeoby, Lodomm3zgemmad ALMPEOML Mo30L0 MO30 VMHVYIMMO MgBMEMmT0m OVdoblmzGmY. ImBogomo bodbgMmgdobmagol o
Logo®mm3gemmb dmgdoemogdggdobmzol 360836gcmm3z0600 303Mmgm R3960 J394bol LodbgMmm obhmEos o Mo 3odmB393900 3gdmbeos 30306 Jotmym
06300, 0y GO BoMTohgdgdo oym 30306 o Lo o3d300 3g(300Mmao.
0mb08byemo 60gbo 93LobyMmgds LdMZOEMYOO0 VoML (36MBOEMOS Jotmyemo vM3nol oLhmEool dglobgd.

3mem 31036030 (03000 HGo83dY

This book is the first in a series of books published by the llia Chavchavadze National Library of the Parliament of Georgia, National Ar-
chives of Georgia and the Ministry of Defense of Georgia. Published under the auspices of the David Agmashenebeli National Defense Acade-
my. These books will help us to tell you how the Georgian army was formed during the Cemocratic Republic of Georgia. What the life, training,
military diplomacy of the military was like and what was the path of the Georgian army in that short period. As you know, in this short period,
the Georgian army was accompanied by constant wars. History is important for the present and the nation, as well as for the future. That is
why llia Chavchavadze bequeathed it to us that “only the knowledge of past helps the nation to protect its nationality, existence and identity.”
That is why it is symbolic that the book is a joint project of the Ministry of Defense of Georgia the LEPL David Agmashenebeli National Defense
Academy, the llia Chavchavadze National Library of the Parliament of Georgia and National Archives of Georgia. It is important for us to study
and research the period of the Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921). The Democratic Republic of Georgia is the foundation of our new
history and present statehood. Despite this short period, Georgia has made the world remember her through its modernity. It is important for
the future military and the citizens of Georgia to know the military history of our country and what challenges the Georgian army had then. What
successes were were reached then and what were the mistakes we made. This book serves to raise public awareness about the history of the
Georgian Army.

Colonel David Razmadze
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The main military operations of the Armed Forces of the Democratic Re-
public of Georgia in 1918-1921

In 1918-1921, the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Georgia fought almost constantly against both foreign and domestic ene-
mies.

In May 1918, the situation in Abkhazia, in the extreme northwestern part of Georgia, became tense. The local Bolsheviks, backed by the
Russian Bolsheviks, began an uprising against the Transcaucasian Sejm in Abkhazia in early April. The uprising was led by the Abkhazian
Revcom. On April 11, they headed from Gudauta for Sokhumi. They captured the city, declared Soviet rule and created the “Commune of
Sokhumi”.

Authorities sent units of the People’s Guard (then called the Red Guard) against the Bolsheviks under the leadership of Valiko Jugel. The
attack started at 4 o’clock in the morning on May 17 and at 15 o’clock the advanced units of the Guard were already in Sokhumi.

Military operations in Abkhazia resumed in mid-June. Abkhaz Bolsheviks: Eshba and Lakoba formed Bolshevik armed forces in Maikop,
Sochi and Adler districts and marched towards Abkhazia. On June 17, they captured Gudauta and New Athos. On June 18, General Giorgi
Mazniashvili was appointed Governor-General of Abkhazia and tasked with establishing order in the region. On June 19, the general was
already in Sokhumi and was leading a gathering of forces. The attack of the Georgian Armed Forces developed very quickly and successfully.
It involved 500 infantrymen, two artillery batteries and 300 cavalrymen. Gudauta was released on June 23 and Gagra on June 28. At the same
time, units of the Georgian Armed Forces crossed the river Psou.

Before the Georgian army fought the Bolsheviks, it tried to take advantage of the situation and on June 27, thousands of Turkish landers
landed at the confluence of the Kodori River. The hostile reception of the local population and the operative action of the Georgian Armed
Forces did not allow the landers to act. The landing party was offered to leave the territory of Georgia within 24 hours. The Turks were forced
to retreat. A new landing of several hundred Turkish fighters appeared in Abkhazia, specifically in the Ochamchire district, in mid-August. This
time the case was not settled peacefully and the People’s Guard units clashed with the landing party. The Turkish landers were defeated, part
was killed and part was taken prisoners

The Bolsheviks were expelled from Abkhazia, but to protect themselves from the impending danger, the Georgian authorities decided to
continue the attack in the direction of Sochi.

On June 29, the Georgian army resumed its attack and entered Adler on the same day. The Georgian Armed Forces were assisted by
German warships operating in the Black Sea. On July 6, Georgian troops entered Sochi. The created military and political situation demanded
the continuation of the attack. After the capture of Sochi, part of the local population enlisted as volunteers in the Georgian army. On July 26,
the Georgian army occupied Tuapse. The Georgian army continued to advance and occupied Belorechensk. A part of the Georgian cavalry
continued to advance along the Black Sea coast and reached Gelendzhika. Meanwhile, the situation has changed. Denikin volunteer army oc-
cupied Novorossiysk and soon they reached Tuapse. To avoid a clash with them, General Mazniashvili withdrew Georgian troops from Tuapse.
The Georgian Armed Forces have taken up positions on the Chukhukt River. Military operations on the Black Sea coast have been suspended
for several months.

In the autumn of 1918, the situation in the border region of Armenia became tense, and clashes and attacks became more frequent. On
October 25-27, fighting continues in the village of Karinji district, which has chamged hands several times.

Minor clashes continued throughout November. Full-scale military operations began in early December.
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The Armenian-Georgian war took place at several more or less distant territories: Sanain, in the direction of Sadakhlo-Shulaveri, in the direc-
tion of Akhalkalaki Mazra (region), and in the direction of Vorontsovka-Ekaterinofeld.

Military operations in Akhalkalaki Mazra began on December 6, when Armenian units invaded the region and occupied several villages.
Georgian units in this direction were led by General Abel (Balo) Makashvili. There were no major battles in region, although hostilities continued
throughout December. The Georgian side defeated the opponents and drove them beyond the state borders.

Large-scale military operations in the Lore zone began on December 9, when a Georgian unit sent to Uzunlar by General Giorgi Tsulukidze
was attacked. On December 10, the Armenian side opened fire on the Georgian army already stationed in Sanain. On December 11, the oppo-
nent attacked Alaverdi. An armored personnel carrier of the Georgian Armed Forces took part in the battle. On December 12, the Armenian side
opened fire on Sadakhlo.

Vorontsovka was attacked by the enemy on 13 December. After a heavy defensive battle, due to the numerical advantage of the enemy, the
Georgian units left the city and retreated.

On December 14-16, heavy fighting took place in the direction of Akhtala. The Armenians occupied the stations of Ayrum and Akhtala as
well. Sadakhlo was of great strategic importance. During December 18-23, the Georgians dedicatedly defended Sadakhlo, but were eventually
forced to leave the station. During the same period an important battle was fought with Catherinefeld. On December 19, the enemy attacked the
People’s Guard battalions in the city. The heavy and bloody battle lasted all day and ended with the victory of the Guards. The opponent suffered
a serious loss and retreated. On the same day, regular Armenian troops entered Shulaveri.

Failure of military activities led to a change in the Georgian military leadership. General Giorgi Mazniashvili was appointed Command-
er-in-Chief of Shulaveri-Sadakhlo direction, and General Giorgi Kvinitadze became the Chief of Staff.

On December 25-27, Georgian units tried to take Shulaveri, but could not achieve anything. General Mazniashvili worked out a new plan
to take Shulaveri and launched an attack on December 28 at 12 o’clock. The opponent tried to resist, but realized that it was pointless and left
Shulaveri. The next day, on December 29, the delegation of Shulaveri residents approached Giorgi Mazniashvili and handed over the settlement
to the Georgian general.

After heavy fight on December 30 and 31, the Georgian Armed Forces liberated Sadakhlo as well. A new major offensive was planned in
a few days, but in the meantime the governments of Georgia and Armenia agreed to a ceasefire at the request of the British Generals: Giorgi
Mazniashvili, Stefane Akhmetelashvili and Abel Makashvili received an order from General Alexander Gedevanishvili that the units under their
subordination should cease military operations on December 31, 1918 at midnight. Troops had to remain at the positions they held at the time
of the ceasefire.

Thirty weeks after the end of the war with Armenia, the Georgian Armed Forces had to engage in hostilities again. This time the situation
strained in the north-west, in the direction of Sochi.

On January 24, 1919, General Denikin ordered an attack on the Georgian Armed Forces. On February 6, Denikin’s army units launched
an offensive to occupy Sochi. The Georgian units could not resist the enemy and the Denikin troops took the city. On February 8, the opponent
captured Adler. The whites continued to attack and took: Pilenkovo (Gantiadi), Garga and stopped at the river Bzipi on February 10, considering
that the goal had been achieved.

The situation in the south became complicated before the Georgians tried unsuccessfully to stop the invasion of the units of the South-Rus-
sian armed forces in Abkhazia. Namely in Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki districts. An uprising broke out in Samtskhe-Javakheti under the leadership
of Server-Beg Jakeli, one of the leaders of the Republic of Kars in the South-West Caucasus. On January 30, 1919, martial law was declared in
the region, General Mazniashvili was appointed governor-general, and was tasked with fighting the insurgents.



On February 4, General Mazniashvili arrived in Akhaltsikhe, and the next day, on February 5, military operations began against the insur-
gents.

The political and particularly military leadership of the Republic of Georgia faced a dilemma. Where the reserve troops, deplyed in Khashu-
ri should be sent: in the direction of Sochi-Abkhazia or in the Akhaltsikhe-Akhalkalaki region? Deputy Military Minister General Alexander
Gedevanishvili asked General Mazniashvili for his opinion. The following conversation took place between them. “Gedevanishvili — The troops
we’ve promised to send you are in Khashuri at the moment. We do not have spare troops to send to Sokhumi. The Minister of Defense wants
to know your opinion on sending the troops located in Khashuri. Mazniashvili - Tell the Minister of Defense the following: If Denikin’s troops
capture Sokhumi, we will lose Abkhazia forever. Meanwhile if we fail to resist the enemy attack and will have to retreat temporarily from Akha-
Icikhe, a couple of days later, after the arrival of the units of the 2nd division we not only will be able to recapture Akhalcikhe but we shall drive
out Server-Beg Atabag and his hords from Akhalcikhe and Akhalkalaki regions forever. “Gedevanishvili - Then can we send troops to Sokhumi?
Mazniashvili - Yes, you can, provided that you do not forget and send the parts of the 2nd Division in a hurry. Otherwise, we may have to leave
Akhaltsikhe temporarily. “

General Mazniashvili did not get the promised assistance and was forced to retreat from the battle positions (villages: Tskhrita, Chira, Mikelt-
sminda, Chorchuto, Partskha, etc.) on February 9 in the direction of Akhaltsikhe. The city could not be held and on February 11 the enemy took
Akhaltsikhe. Georgian units retreated in the direction of Atskuri. The main reason for the failure was the small number of units under General
Mazniashvili.

After the defeat in Akhaltsikhe, General Mazniashvili was dismissed and General Giorgi Kvinitadze was appointed in his place. Meanwhile,
military operations in Abkhazia were temporarily suspended. This allowed the military leadership to deploy additional forces to the Akha-
ltsikhe-Akhalkalaki region. On March 5, General Kvinitadze launched an attack from Atskuri and on March 7 liberated Akhaltsikhe. The hostil-
ities continued successfully. Server-Beg formations were expelled from Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalki districts. General Kvinitadze also released
Ardagan.

The resolution of the problem in the southern provinces allowed the Georgian authorities to pay attention to Abkhazia.

It took the Georgian side about two months to prepare a counterattack in the direction of Abkhazia. On April 15, an ultimatum was sent to
General Denikin to agree to a peaceful settlement. The Georgian army launched the attack at 4 am on April 17, crossing the Bzipi River by the
Cavalry Division of the Guards. The attack developed rapidly and at 14:00 on the same day the Georgian army entered Gagra and advanced by
six verst. On April 18, at 9 am, Georgian troops left the Mekhadira River. The enemy retreated crossing the river Mzimta.

For about eleven months after that, the Georgian Armed Forces had not carried out large-scale and serious military operations throughout
the South Caucasus. During this time, however, they still had to carry out small-scale military operations: Bolshevik-inspired anti-state demon-
strations took place in various regions, various gangs operated in southwestern Georgia, and separate clashes took place along the border.

On April 28, 1920, Soviet rule was established in Baku and the independent Republic of Azerbaijan ceased to exist. The Georgian authori-
ties felt an impending threat and announced a partial mobilization on 29 April. The “Defense Council of the Republic” was established under the
chairmanship of the Prime Minister. General Giorgi Kvinitadze was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.

The Bolsheviks considered that they could easily conquer Georgia and on May 1 the first clashes took place on the border between Geor-
gian units and units of the 11th Red Army invading Azerbaijan near the Red Bridge.

On May 4, the enemy had already attacked the Foilo Railway Bridge

The Commander-in-Chief rightly determined that the Red and Foilo Bridges on the border were of great strategic importance. So he im-
mediately sent a Guards Battalion to Foilo Bridge. Major Makharadze’s artillery battery distginguished itsekf in the battle at Foilo Bridge. The
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Georgian side blew up the Foilo bridge and in the following days only positional battles were fought in this direction.

Concentration of forces near the Red Bridge was slow. During the first days of the fight, the enemy clearly had the advantage. They occupied
the Red Bridge and invaded the territory of Georgia for 5-6 versts. On May 8 and 9, major fighting continued in the Red Bridge area. On May 8,
the attempt of the enemy to attack Georgian units, was the last one.

The arrival of additional forces of the Georgian Armed Forces in the area of the ongoing battles near the Red Bridge starts on the evening
of May 8 and continues in the following days. Mostly these were the People’s Guard battalions. On May 9, the Georgian side launches a coun-
terattack, which successfully continues on the next day.

The arrival of additional forces of the Georgian Armed Forces in the area of the ongoing battles near the Red Bridge starts on the evening of
May 8 and continues in the following days. Mostly it was the People’s Guard battalions. On May 9, the Georgian side launches a counterattack,
which successfully continues the next day.

During the fighting on May 10 and 11, the enemy retreated, but hostilities were still going on on the Georgian territory.

On May 12, a powerful attack was carried out, as a result of which the enemy left the borders of Georgia. The Georgian Armed Forces oc-
cupied the Red Bridge and strategic heights: Babkair Ridge and Mount Tarsi.

On the morning of May 13, Georgian units, again in two columns: right and left, continued to attack. Military operations were already taking
place on the territory of Soviet Azerbaijan. Both convoys were led by General Jijkhia. After heavy clashes throughout the day, the enemy retreat-
ed and the Georgian units occupied several strategic heights. The left column reached the Injasu River and occupied the village of Aslanbegi.

As a result of the ongoing operations on May 14, Georgian units were able to capture the strategically important ridge of Abegi. The Geor-
gian command tried as much as possible to replace the combat units on the front line with newly arrived battalions. However, the arrival of new
Georgian units in the area of hostilities was slow. The advanced parts were lagging behind as well and this made the situation even more difficult.
After a four-day uninterrupted attack, the Georgian units were quite tired and definitely needed to rest. Thus the attack on May 15 did not contin-
ue and it was a correct decision. The situation on the front seemed stable, the enemy was not active. Therefore, after the commander-in-chief,
the leadership of the People’s Guard also left and returned to the capital.

The situation changed dramatically on the night of May 15-16. One of the enemy units occupied one of the strategic heights with a sud-
den attack. The Samtredia Battalion of the People’s Guard left the positions. The retreat of the Samtredians, the opening of fire from the ma-
chine-guns from a newly occupied height by the enemy, caused commotion in the Guards battalions. The rainy night complicated the situation.
The communication was virtually non-existent. The chaotic retreat continued until the morning of May 16 and stopped only when Georgian units
reached the Red Bridge. The opponent did not appear. The command put the army in order, and on the afternoon of May 16 the units resumed
their advance. On May 17, they reached and occupied the positions they held by the evening of May 15 without a fight.

The Georgian side was preparing for a major offensive, which was scheduled to begin on May 19, but on the evening of May 18, the Com-
mander-in-Chief received an order from Thilisi Prime Minister Noe Jordanaya to cease hostilities.

The situation in Shida Kartli became very tense at the time when Georgia was repelling the invasion of the 11th Red Army of Soviet Russia
on the southeastern borders. Ossetian Bolsheviks, backed by Soviet Russia, began an uprising. On June 8, they captured Tskhinvali and the
South Ossetian Revolutionary Committee issued another order announcing the expulsion of Menshevik Georgian troops by a rebel South Os-
setian peasantry and the declaration of Soviet rule from Oni to Dusheti.

The Georgian government was forced to use armed forces against the rebels (it should be noted that this was the Bolsheviks’ third attempt
to stage a large-scale uprising in the region; the first two uprisings in 1918 and 1919 were relatively small scale). At the initiative of General
Kvinitadze, Guards units were removed from the Azerbaijani front and they were tasked with suppressing the uprising.



A meeting was held in Gori on June 11 and a military action plan was drawn up. The army participating in the suppression of the uprising was
divided into three parts: the right column, the Meturis Valiko Jugheli and Alexander Dgebuadze; Left column - Colonel Nikoloz Gedevanishvili;
Central convoy - Commander-in-Chief and General Koniashvili.

The right flank launched the attack on 12 June. The opponent could not resist and left the positions. Georgian units managed to release
Tskhinvali on the same day. According to the General Staff, the expulsion of insugents from the occupied territories takes place on the 14 June,
and most importantly, the Java gorge is recovered. The Georgian Guard does not stop after taking Java and continues to fight the Ossetians, who
are being chased to Roki Pass. The village of Rocky was captured on June 20th. On June 22, Rocky and the surrounding passes are captured.

After that, a few months of “peace” settles again. At the end of November 1920, Soviet power was established in Armenia and Georgia re-
mained the only independent state in the Caucasus.

On the night of February 11-12, 1921, the Georgian-Russian war began with an attack on the Georgian Armed Forces stationed in the “Lore
Neutral Zone”. The enemy attacked in the directions of Vorontsov, Jalal-Ogli and Sanain. The army in the direction of Sana’in was completely
unprepared for the attack, and the enemy occupied the Bambak valley almost to Sadakhlo. The 5th and 8th batallions were almost completely
destroyed. Most of the personnel were killed or captured.

On February 14, the adversaries resumed attacks on General Jijikhia and General Sumbatashvili units. The latter retreated to Khrami River.
The enemy occupied Sadakhlo. General Jijikhia, seeing that there were adversaries started retread to Khrami river as well.

On February 16, military operations against Georgia in the direction of the Red and Foilo Bridges were launched. The loss of the Red Bridge
exposed to gravedanger the units of Sumbatashvili and Jijikhia, fortified on Khrami River left bank. The enemy turnrf to their left flank and rear.
The units standing on Khrami River were forced to retreat towards Sardara (Marneuli).

The Foilo Railway Bridge was of great importance. The Russians tried to seize the bridge and prevent the Georgians to blow it up. The head
of the bridge was mined ahead by Georgian sappers and as soon as the attack began, the Georgians blew up the bridge.

On February 16, the attack started from Zakatala. It can be said that at this moment the first stage of the war was over. Georgian units suffered
a heavy blow and were forced to retreat. The opponent gained a serious advantage and the way to the capital was actually opened.

In the first half of the day on February 16, General llia Odishelidze was dismissed and replaced by General Giorgi Kvinitadze. In the current
situation, General Kvinitadze made the only right decision and started mobilizing forces to defend Thilisi.

On February 22, Dariali an attack was launched from Dariali direction, but the Georgian warriors blew up the bridge and repulsed the first
attack of the enemy.

On February 18, the Georgian Armed Forces held the following positions: On the right flank - on the Kojor-Manglisi Highway, from the Tetri
Digani (White Tavern) to the Azeula (Kor-Oghli) Fortress, where two hundreds of the infantrymen of the 4th battalion stood. The Tabakhmela
section was held by a military school. This wing was commanded by General Alexander Andronikashvili. In the center - units subordinated to
General Giorgi Mazniashvili were deployed. The heights of Shavnabada were held by the 9th batallion, the heights of Soghanlugh by the guards
batallion and the machine gun battalion. To their right, along the railway line, one detachment of the Coast Guard was stationed with two guns.
On the right bank of Mtkvari there were Gori and Khashuri battalions of the Guards up to the railway line. On the left flank - units of the Guards
stood under the command of General Artem Jijikhia. A cavalry division was stationed near the village of Lilo.

At 22:00 on 18 February, the enemy surrounded the lagluja ridge from the right bank of Mtkvari and moved towards General Mazniashvili
positions. General Mazniashvili concluded that the enemy would launch a major attack in only one direction, on the section from Mtkvari to the
railway line. At about 1.30 am the enemy attacked the Georgian units. Shortly after the beginning of the attack, the armored car arrived at the
Soghanlughi Bridge and engaged in battle. A fierce hand-to-hand battle ensued. At some point the opponent came very close to Soghanlugh sta-
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tion. The Georgian armored vehicle did not allow the enemy to capture the station with its fire. The Reserve Battalion of the Guard was involved in
the battle with the support of the armored vehicles. After repelling another attack of the opponent, the Georgian soldiers launched a counterattack.
Two Georgian planes also took part in the battle and the enemy retreated in the direction of lagluja. 1600 Red Army members were captured.

The command of the 11th Army had decided to take Thilisi on 19 February. After the defeat in the center, they changed the direction of the
attack and attacked the right wing of our troops. At 8 o’clock in the morning the enemy appeared in front of the villages of Vashlovani and Kumisi
and set off in the direction of Tabakhmela-Kojri. By 12 o’clock the opponent had already attacked the positions of Tabakhmela. At the same time,
the enemy was attacking in the direction of Kojori. The units here could not withstand the onslaught of the enemy and retreated in the direction of
Father David. After the capture of Kojori, the Bolsheviks landed in the direction of Tsavkisi and Tabakhmela. It was decided to counterattack with
the existing forces and stop the enemy. The cadets went on the attack. The enemy attack was stopped. Now it was necessary to recapture Kojri.

On the morning of February 20, the operation to free Kojori began. In order to stop the Georgian attack, the opponent attacked Tabakhmela
positions. That morning the school repulsed three attacks by the opponent. Meanwhile a fierce battle was going on to free Kojori, which ended
successfully. Kojori was liberated from the opponent. On the 20th of February the whole night the ineffective attack of the adversaries continued
in the direction of Kojor-Tabakhmela, and only on the morning of the 21st of February did the retreat begin.

On February 21, major events unfolded in General Jijikhia’s sector. The opponent intended to bypass the left flank of Thilisi defenders, but the
Guards battalions launched a counterattack. Georgian units pushed the enemy away for more than 10 kilometers.

On 23 February the enemy began to strengthen his right flank. The enemy launched a strong attack on the Georgian units and due to this;
the Georgian units under General Jijikhia retreated and took their previuos positions of February 21.

On the 24th of February, on the right flank, the enemy opened artillery fire at the positions from the morning and then carried out an attack.
Despite the repeated attacks, the opponent was unable to break through the Georgian positions. Several hand-to-hand battles were fought. The
attacks lasted until nightfall, but the Bolsheviks could not move forward. As soon as it got dark they stopped attacking and retreated.

Heavy fighting was going on in the direction of Soghanlughi-Shavnabada. In this sector, the adversary developed the main blow along the
highway and railway line. The enemy was repulsed on this direction.

The hardest fight took place on the left wing. At 7 o’clock in the morning the infantry units of the enemy began to attack. Four armored vehicles
of the enemy moved towards the Georgian positions. By 11 a.m., despite heavy artillery fire, the enemy had passed through Karajalari, although
its armored personnel carriers were seriously damaged. It started to snow by 16 o’clock, the fog came down, it was very cold. At this very time the
four Georgian planes attacked the enemy armored vehicles and dropped about thirty bombs. Georgian armored personnel carriers also took part
in the battle. The guards in the Orkhevi trenches repulsed a number of enemy attacks, but when three enemy tanks appeared near the trenches
at about 5 pm, they were forced to retreat. General Jijikhia activated his reserves in the battle and soon the Georgian soldiers regained the lost
positions.

The enemy with his cavalry intended to bypass the left wing of our troops. The Red Cavalry surrounded the village of Didi Lilo and set off in
the direction of Avchala. Two squadrons of Georgian cavalry fought the enemy near the village of Norio. This maneuver stopped the movement
of the reds. Only one small detachment appeared near the village of Avchala, which was evicted.

In February 1921, Russia launched an attack on Georgia from five directions. The 11th Army invaded from the Red and Foilo Bridges and
Zakatala, the 31st Division of the 9th Army was coming to Gagra from the Black Sea, the 98th Brigade of the 33rd Division was attacking Mami-
soni Crossing, and part of the Russian Armed Forces was advancing through the Dariali gorge.

Despite the fact that as of February 24, the units of the 31st Division had taken Gagra and kept advancing, the Georgian units continued
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Crossing only on 25 February.

On February 24, at eight o’clock in the evening, the Commander-in-Chief made an individual decision to leave Tbhilisi. General Kvinitadze
considered that the next day, February 25, the enemy would surround Thilisi defensive positions from the flanks and the city would be besieged.
So he decided to retreat to Mtskheta, shorten the front, regroup troops, attract reserves and defeat the enemy with a counterattack.

An attempt to stop in Mtskheta and take up positions failed. The Commander-in-Chief decided to retreat from Mtskheta in the direction of
Gori with two columns. Georgian troops were stationed in the city of Gori for two days. After a two-day stay in Gori, the retreat continued in the
direction of Khashuri.

On February 27, units of the 9th Army captured Gudauta. Georgian units formed a defensive barrier near New Athos and took up positions.

On February 28, General Kvinitadze was already in Khashuri trying to bring order to the Georgian Armed Forces and prepare for a counter-
attack. On the same day, one of the enemy units crossed the Truso Crossing and captured Kobi.

Georgian soldiers also led heavy battles in Abkhazia. On March 1, the enemy approached the positions of New Athos. On March 2, the attack
was lainched. On March 3, General Artmelidze’s units launched a counterattack. In order to stop the Georgians, the opponent tried to bypass our
right flank again. This time the Russians succeded in carrying out their plan. Georgian units were forced to retreat. The units of the 9th Army, due
to great numerical advantage, broke through the defensive line near New Athos and approached the Gumista River.

On March 3, General Kvinitadze regrouped his troops and issued an order: On March 4, the offensive was to begin at seven o’clock in the
morning.

On the morning of March 4, the Georgian attack was carried out successfully. In the early hours of March 5, General Koniashvili told the
commander-in-chief that the Guard had retreated to Surami. The commander-in-chief was forced to retreat the military units back to Likha ridge.

The situation was difficult on the Abkhazian front as well. On March 4, the enemy took Sukhumi. Georgian units continued to retreat. On March
5, they crossed the river. They crossed the left bank of Kodori and blew up the bridge.

On March 7, the enemy captured Borjomi and occupied Ochamchire on the Abkhazian front. On the same day, Kemalist units entered Akha-
Itsikhe. In the main direction, the advanced units of the 11th Army occupied the station Tsipa at 20 hours and 50 minutes.

On March 8, units of the 9th Army crossed the river. They reached Enguri, and the units of the 11th Army entered Akhaltsikhe at 17:00. The
Kemalists left the city and retreated to Ardagan.

On March 9, units of the 9th Army entered Zugdidi.

On March 10, the advanced units of the 11th Army approached Kutaisi and occupied the city at 5 pm after a two-hour battle.

On March 11, Kemalist troops led by Kazim Karabekir entered Batumi.

Early in the morning of March 12, Mazniashvili began to retreat. At 8 o’clock in the morning he crossed Rioni River, blew up the bridge, and
took up positions at the station Sajavakho. On the left bank of the Rioni River, Georgian units occupied the ultimate line of defense.

On March 13, Commander-in-Chief Kvinitadze arrived in Batumi, where members of the government and the founding assembly were already
present. On March 13, at 8 pm, the enemy took Poti. After that, the enemy had hardly carried out more active military operations.

On March 17 and 18 in Kutaisi, hostilities ceased as a result of negotiations between Grigol Lortkipanidze, a representative of the Government
of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, and Mamia Orakhelashvili, a member of the Georgian Revolutionary Committee.

On March 18-19, Georgian troops in Batumi defeated the Kemalists in their last battle under the leadership of generals Giorgi Mazniashvili,
Varden Tsulukidze and Davit Artmeladze and expelled them from Adjara.

Mikheil Bakhtadze .
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Organization of the Armed Forces of the
First Republic of Georgia

The conquest of Georgian kingdoms and principalities by the Russian Empire in the first half of the 19th century ended the history of the
Georgian feudal army.

In the 19th century, Georgian aristocrats made their careers in the Imperial Army, becoming generals, high or low-ranking officers, taking
part in the Empire’s wars with Napoleon, the Balkans and the Crimean Peninsula, the Caucasus, Central Asia or the Far East against Japan.
Peasants enlisted in militias and took part in the Russo-Ottoman and Russo-Iranian wars on the Caucasus front. From 1886, Georgians were
called up for compulsory military service. About 200,000 men from Georgia took part in World War |, including several dozen generals and
several thousand officers. During the First World War, Georgian ethnic units were formed in the Russian Army - the “Druzhina” of volunteers
from Kutaisi and Thbilisi, which was later transformed into a Georgian Rifle Battalion. In 1916, a Georgian infantry regiment was formed on the
basis of the Georgian battalion, and a cavalry regiment was added to it. After the Russian Revolution of February 1917 and especially after the
October coup, the issue of creating a Georgian National Corps was on the agenda. The formation of the Georgian Army Corps began after the
order 128 of General Przewalski, Commander of the Caucasus Front, on November 5, 1917.

The Transcaucasian Commissariat and the Army Command believed that the national units would defend their land more successfully from
the Ottoman invasion than the demoralized, revolutionary-minded soldiers of the Caucasus Front, who no longer wanted to hear of the war and
hurried to their homes, causing havoc everywhere on their way. Therefore, somultaneously with the withdrawal or desertion of these troops
from the front, they began to form national units on the Caucasus front.

However, it must be said that the soldiers of the national corps also served in the Russian army and had the similar problen, therefore,
neither of them formed combat-capable military units. The non-combat mood in the army units, the mass desertion, the desire to rob, were
further intensified by the Bolshevik agitation-propaganda. As a result, some Georgian regiments organized armed demonstrations in February
1918 in Georgian regiments stationed in Gori, Telavi and Kutaisi. They occupied administrative buildings. After only a few days of fighting in all
three cities, Red Guard fighters managed to intimidate troops. In reality, the Georgian Corps was a unit the size of a division, the divisions, being
their part were the size of regiments and regiments of battalions. For example, by February 1918, the Fourth Regiment numbered about 650
soldiers, and the Eighth Regiment - about 500-600 military srvicemen. Two weeks after the declaration of independence, the Georgian Army
Corps, transformed into a Georgian army, consisted of only 10,227 soldiers, which was not even a single full division.

Simultaneously with the regular units, a volunteer Red Guard was formed in Georgia, which was transformed into the People’s Guard after
the declaration of independence. The original purpose of the Guard was to establish order in the anarchic situation after the revolution, which
the Guard successfully coped with. On December 12, 1917 (November 29 old style), the Guards carried out an operation to seize Thilisi military
arsenal, where a Russian Bolshevik garrison by its own artillery hung like a sword over Thilisi. After that, before the loss of Georgia’s indepen-
dence, December 12 - Guard Day was celebrated with great fanfare, military parades and festive rallies were held, shots were fired and much
wine consumed. The Guards suppressed the protests of Georgian regiments in Kutaisi, Telavi and Gori. The Guard played a major role in the
retreat of Russian troops withdrawn from the Caucasus Front, in maintaining peace in the country, suppressing Bolshevik rhetoric, fight against
bandit groups, establishing public order, and so on.

On the whole, it can be said that at the time of the declaration of independence, there was a regular army in its infancy, with a personnel of
up to 10,000 soldiers and a guard based on the principle of volunteerism.



Aregular army or a Guard?

After the declaration of independence, the military-political elite began to discuss what type of army the republic should have. The ideal
of the ruling political force was a Swiss militia-type army, and they thought that the Guard would be a good experience to move to the Swiss
model in the future. At the same time they thought that keeping the Guard would be relatively cheap, the Guard would also better establish
internal order in anarchic conditions, mobilize more quickly, and restrain the adversary before mobilizing a regular army. The ruling team be-
lieved that by that stage they could not rely solely on the Guard, and needed a strong regular army as well. According to them, in the future,
when there was peace in and around the country, the country would also have a sufficient number of trained men, two types of army organi-
zation - the regular army and the People’s Guard - was to become the basis of the militia system. A large part of the military was only in favor
of creating a unified regular army, and in extreme cases also the Guard, which would be fully coordinated with the regular army. Otherwise,
they believed, it would lead to antagonism and disorganization between two parallel structures. Politicians had their own way, and with a reg-
ular army, the Guard continued to exist and was renamed the People’s Guard. The military fears, in part, turned out to be true, with the Guard
being subordinate to the Commander-in-Chief only in the event of war or a threat of war, and during peacetime coordination was not high as
the Guard was financially subject only to the Ministry of Defense. It's interesting why the government did not abandon the idea of creating two
parallel military organizations? One reason for this was their vision of the future, the Swiss type of armed forces behaving like a militia, and
this way they thought the Guard would be a good experience. There were also real threats that prevented the Social Democrats from disband-
ing the Guard. One of them was the Bolshevik threat in the army units, examples of which were before the declaration of independence, and
several revolts of the Bolshevik soldiers (in Telavi, Kutaisi, Gori) were suppressed by the guards by force of arms. Even after the declaration
of independence, the illegal work of the Bolsheviks in the Georgian army units did not stop and several skirmishes took place. The situation
improved in this respect and the influence of the Bolsheviks in the army was minimized, but the situation in this respect was dangerous during
the period of the declaration of independence. At the same time, by the time of the declaration of independence, the regular army was small
and, with its combat capabilities, was inferior to the motivated guards, who voluntarily enlisted in the guards. The Guard was more credible in
suppressing Bolshevik uprisings inside the country. In the early days of independence, they did not fully trust the corps of officers, but in the
near future, before the revolution, people on the other side of the threshold feared possible manifestations of “Bonapartism” and, for example,
Kornilov’s revolt against the interim government and military dictatorship. They also feared part of the National Democratic Party and its allies
entering the country, a possible German alliance and a military coup arranged by them. The ruling political force was often informed about this,
and despite the fact that the head of the German mission, General Friedrich von Kress Kresenstein, tried to prove to the Prime Minister, Noe
Jordania, that they would not interfere in Georgia’s internal affairs, the ruling political force still needed to reassured itself.

How the armed forces were managed

On August 20, 1918, according to the “Statute of Military Government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia”, the National Council was
the supreme governing body of the Georgian Armed Forces. The Ministry of Defense was headed by a Minister of War - a civilian. From May
1918 to March 1919, the Ministry of Defense was headed by Grigol Giorgadze, who was replaced by Noe Ramishvili, the most influential per-
son in the republic after the Prime Minister, Noe Jordania, who at the same time was the Minister of the Interior and Education. From January
to December 1920 the military service was headed by Grigol Lortkifanidze and from December 1920 until the loss of independence Nikoloz
(Parmen) Chichinadze.

According to Article 5 of the Government Regulations, the Minister of War had one Deputy Minister who was the Chief Adviser to the Min-
ister, and if the matter was not of a principle, political or budgetary nature, he could decide the matter independently. The deputy was a military
person, a general. The second deputy was later added, as well as a general who was more concerned with inspecting the army.
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In the event of war, a special decree of the government appointed a commander-in-chief who, during the war, enjoyed complete freedom
in operational activities.

The Ministry of Defense consisted of: General, Personnel, General Staff, Administrative, Military-Sanitary and Military-Veterinary (Veteri-
nary) Divisions.

The General Department was headed by the Chief of Staff of the General Staff. His duty was to open, review, distribute the incoming mail
received by the Ministry (except for the incoming mail in the name of the General Staff), and to finalize the orders and decrees of the Minister.

The Military Personnel department was headed by a staff-general of the rank of general. The department was in charge of appointing, dis-
missing, reassigning and rewarding officers and officials.

The General Staff Division was headed by the Chief of General Staff, who was appointed Chief of the Army Field Staff during the war. The
General Staff consisted of six sections: 1) Operational; 2) organizational; 3) artillery; 4) engineering-technical; 5) Naval and 6) Military-Historical
Archive.

The administrative unit was headed by a general with higher military education or relevant administrative experience. The department
consisted of 5 sections: 1) Budget - managed the expenditure of the Ministry; 2) food - managed to satisfy the army with food; 3) Luggage and
furniture - managed the issues of troop clothing and equioment; 4) Housing / parking - managed the issues of accommodation of troops, ar-
rangement of barracks and heating-lighting; 5) Pension - managed the issues of pensions and other types of assistance to military servicemen
and their families.

The military-sanitary department was headed by a military doctor. The unit was in charge of the army’s sanitation.

The military-veterinary department was headed by a military veterinarian. The unit was in charge of the army’s veterinary services.

According to the new law on the organization of the armed forces adopted on July 29, 1919, the administrative department of the Ministry
was transformed into a financial (economic) department. The military-sanitary, military-veterinary sections were transformed into sections and
became part of the financial (economic) division. The artillery and engineering-technical sections, which were previously subordinated to the
General Staff, were transferred to the same department. The General Department of the Ministry was transformed into the Chancellery of the
Military Ministry.

The 4 sections remained in the General Staff Department: 1) Operative; 2) Navy; 3) Chancellery; 4) Military-historical archive book reposito-
ry. As we have seen above, the artillery and engineering-technical sectons became subordinated to to the financial (economic) division sections
were transferred to the subdivision, while in 1918 the existing organizational section was subordinated to the operational section.

In 1919, a Military Council was established, which functioned for a year and inspected the armed forces. Board members were nominated
by the government from three candidates nominated by the ministry and the Guard headquarters. A cultural-educational section was also set
up in the ministry, which was subordinated to the Military Council.

On April 27, 1920, after the Soviet Russian troops invaded Transcaucasia, the Defense Council of the Republic was established by the
decision of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. According to the council’s charter, its purpose was to develop common
measures to strengthen the armed forces and means of defense, to establish the basis for military defense, and to approve a war plan. The
council was chaired by the Chairman of the Government, and its members included the Minister of War, the Minister of the Interior, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, the Chief of the General Staff of the People’s Guard, and one experienced military per-
son. The decision of the Board was taken by a majority of votes, in case of equal votes; the vote of the Chairman was decisive. The council set
up in April disbanded at the end of August, but was restored on November 11 of that year and functioned until the country lost its independence.
However, the Council had no authority to interfere in the operational activities of the Commander-in-Chief.



The highest governing body of the People’s Guard was the General Staff, whose members were approved by the Prime Minister from
among the candidates nominated from the General Staff. The main headquarters operated in the regions through regional headquarters. The
recall of the People’s Guard was carried out by the Chairman of the Government, and if it was impossible for him to exercise this right, the
recall of the Guard was ensured by the Chairman of the National Council. This function could be performed by the main and district headquar-
ters in an emergency.

In December 1919, the Constituent Assembly of the Republic of Georgia approved a new law on the People’s Guard.

The governing body of the People’s Guard remained the General Staff, which consisted of 21 members. They were elected by the Guard-
ian Congress for a term of one year and approved by the government. The General Staff was directly subordinate to the Government of the
Republic. A representative of the Guard had a deliberative vote at government meetings.

Unlike the previous law, the district headquarters were subordinated to the main headquarters and the regional headquarters were subor-
dinated to the district headquarters. The regional headquarters was elected by the local district general assembly for a term of one year, and
the district headquarters was elected for the same term by the whole district guard assembly, which was ultimately approved by the general
headquarters. Under the new law, the right to recruit a Guard remains with the Prime Minister. This right could, in extreme cases, be exercised
by the Chairman of the Legislature and the General Staff. In peacetime, the Guard was almost non-subordinate to the Ministry of Defense,
although some coordination of the regular army and the Guard was exercised through the Military Council and, subsequently, through the De-
fense Council. During the war, under the law, the People’s Guard was subordinate to the commander-in-chief appointed by emergency decree.

Rule of staffing of the Army and the Guard

The personnel of the regular army of the Republic were recruited by conscription of male citizens for military service. The staffing of the
army with such a system had a short history in Georgia. The troops of the united Georgia and later the separate political units of Georgia were
staffed on a feudal basis, with the exception of one known as the on-duty army. The name of the army on duty is connected with the name of
King Erekle 1l of Kartli and Kakheti (Kartl-Kakheti) (1720-1794). According to the system he had established in 1774, men of any social class
living in the kingdom were obliged to serve in the army at their own expense for one month a year. In return, they received certain benefits in
taxes. In the nineteenth century, after the conquest of the Georgian kingdoms by Russia, the Russian Empire took almost a century before
conscripting Georgians into military service. The empire avoided the excitement of the population, who reacted negatively to any rumors on
the matter. Georgians gladly joined the ethnic irregular militia units formed during the Russo-Persian and Russo-Ottoman wars of the nine-
teenth century and fought effectively, but regular army service was associated with Siberia, disenfranchisement, alienation from the country,
and family. This attitude of the lower social strata was also facilitated by the nobility, who did not want the reduction of their workforce. Finally,
after the abolition of serfdom and the military reform of 1874, when the heavy system of recruitment was replaced by a relatively light system
of conscription, in 1886 the conscription of Georgians into compulsory military service began.

Georgians were initially called up for military service for a limited time, in small numbers, and only in military units stationed in the Cau-
casus. From 1899 these privileges were abolished and from the beginning of the twentieth century Georgians fully served in the compulsory
military service.

Compulsory military service in the Imperial Army, in contrast to military training and officer training, was not popular among Georgians, and
this attitude was partly due to the period of the independent republic.

On August 20, 1918, the Legislature of Georgia adopted the Law on the Regulations on Military Taxes and the Supplement of Permanent
Troops. According to the law, military service concerned a person, from 20 to 45 years old. On November 15 of each year, young people who
were 20 years old by January 1 of the following year were to be called up for military service. The total term of military service was 25 years: .
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The young man spent only 2 years in active military service, after which he was transferred to the reserve for 15 years and finally to the army
(second line reserve) for 8 years. Passengers and reserve soldiers were under military control and underwent periodic training. Those who
would not be fit to serve in the army would be called up for military service in accordance with his physical condition.

Conscription could be postponed in several cases: if the contingent was replenished; If the conscript was a secondary school student and
presented the relevant certificate (military tax for such persons could be extended up to 22 years); If the person was held accountable, or un-
der investigation. Those suffering severe physical illness were released from the army forever. In the extreme case, the legislation could have
conscripted citizens between the ages of 17 and 50 (from 1919 to 55. By law, as in the Russian Imperial Army, Muslim citizens of the republic
were not obliged to enlist in the army, although they could serve voluntarily and there were even a few Muslim units in the republic. From May
20, 1919, the sole breadwinners of the family were released from conscription into the permanent and reserve army and transferred directly to
the second-line reserve, the army. Under a new law, the Military Tax and Supplement to the Armed Forces, passed on July 29, 1919, the length
of service in active military service was reduced. Instead of 2 years, they served in the infantry for a year and 4 months, and in other types
of armies - for a year and 8 months. After the expiration of these terms, the soldiers could, if they wished, remain in the army. The deferral of
military service for schoolchildren has been moved from 22 to 21 years. Along with the Muslims, the new law exempted members of the Dukha-
bor religious group, whose faith preached pacifism, from being recruited into conscription units, although recruiting Dukhabors could have
taken place in non-conscription units. In 1920, a decree exempting the sole breadwinner of the family from being conscripted was temporarily
repealed. A young man enlisted in the army took the military oath: I, a citizen of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, promise publicly and in
front of the flag of the detachment to serve in the army of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, the government of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia, as befits an honest, loyal and resilient soldier; Despite all the hardships and shortcomings, | owe it to myself to protect my beloved
homeland - Georgia - to the last drop of blood, from both foreign and domestic enemies. | therefore owe it to myself to be a faithful, just, self-sac-
rificing, and unavoidable executor of the orders of the elders concerning the utility of the Republic and the needs of the Government. | sign the
above-mentioned oath without any violation and in full civic consciousness.

As for the People’s Guard, it was filled on a voluntary basis. Any citizen who was not enlisted in the regular army could serve in the Guard.
The People’s Guard was obliged, at the urging of the government in the event of a threat of war, to report to his own district headquarters with
the weapons and equipment he had been given by the headquarters.

Organizational-staff structure of the army

According to the staff structure adopted in 1918, the number of personnel in the Armed Forces was 41,260, of which - 2156 officers and
officials, 37 474 conscripts and 1630 volunteers. The army consisted of two infantry divisions, a separate artillery brigade, a cavalry brigade,
an engineering and technical force, and a coastal (border) army.

Infantry Division: Division headquarters, a separate cavalry squadron, three infantry regiments, an artillery brigade, field company. Number
of personnel - 11 178. 45/54 cannons.

Separate Artillery Brigade: Brigade Division, Light Artillery Division (three 4-barrel batteries), Field Heavy howitzers 2 Division (three 4-how-
itzer batteries in each division, 2 cannons in a battery in peacetime), Personnel number - 2126. 30/48 cannon.

Cavalry Brigade: Brigade Headquarters, three Cavalry Regiments (in each Regiment: Regiment Headquarters; 3 Cavalry Squadrons;
Cavalry Squadron; Communications group; a group of horsemen destroyers, Ttraining Cavalry group;; Personnel number - 3437. 4 cannons.

Engineering and Technical Forces: Destroyer Battalion, Technical Battalion, Special Motor Company, Armored Vehicle Company, Aviation
Squadron, Main Engineering Warehouse, Engineering Workshop, Paroxylin Warehouses in Thilisi and Zestaponi. Number of personnel - 2656.



Equipment: 6 armored vehicles; 11 cars; 35 trucks; 6 car-tanks; 3 car workshops; 8 motorcycles and 7 bicycles. The number of planes was
not specified

Coast Guard: Coast Guard administration, three detachments, training detachment. Number of personnel - 4859.

The Ministry of Defense of the First Republic had a total of 164,000 men listed, of whom 151,801 were eligible for military service, although
the country’smaterial armamenr and other factors did not allow not only mobilization of such number of soldiers, but to have in the Military ser-
vice at least about 42 thousand men. Between 1918 and 1919, during the peacetime, only 9,000-12,000 soldiers actually served in the regular
army. During the wars, as a result of mobilization, the number of regular army personnel varied from 20,000 to 30,000.

In July 1919, the number of personnel assigned to the Peacekeeping Staff of the Regular Army was reduced. Following the reorganization,
the regular army retained 1,322 officers and officials, 14,178 conscripts, and over 1,450 beyond the term conscripts and volunteers - a total of
16,950 military and civilian personnel. The army switched to the personnel system. In peacetime, three infantry brigades were formed in the
army instead of two divisions, which, in the event of war, were to be divided into three divisions. The number of personnel, at the first stage,
should have been 45,820, and later - 60,000. According to the new organization, in the regular army, in peacetime, 3 army infantry brigades,
army artillery division, cavalry detachment (regiment), coastal (border) detachment, Engineering-Technical forces and military school were
enrolled.

Infantry Brigade: Brigade Division, 4 Infantry Battalions, Artillery Division (3 batteries). Number of personnel - 3330. Armament - 12 can-
nons.

Army Artillery Division: Division Division, Mining Battery, Light Howitzer Battery, Heavy Field Artillery Battery. Number of personnel - 565.
Armament - 12 cannons.

Cavalry regiment: Squadron Division, Three Squadrons, Cavalry Squadron, Small company of Allies, Squadron of Cavalry, Small Training
Company, Noncombatant Small company. Number of personnel - 633.

Coast Guard: Coast Guard Squad, Poti, Akhaltsikhe, Sokhumi, Dariali, Sighnaghi and Borchalo detachments, Tbilisi guard Battalion, flo-
tilia. Number of personnel - 3116.

Engineering-Technical Forces: Division of Engineering-Technical Forces, Battalion of Demolition Workers, Separate Motor Team, Aviation
Team, Aviation School, Radio-Telegraph Team. Number of personnel - 1240. Equipment - 69 cars (4 of them armored), 16 motorcycles. The
number of aircrafts is not specified.

In 1920-1921 minor changes were introduced in the approved personnel of 1919. The number of regular army personnel increased from
16,950 to 19,630 by decree of June 25, 1920. In addition to the listed subdivisions, the Armed Forces periodically included: the Georgian Mus-
lim Cavalry Division, the Georgian Muslim Infantry Battalion, the Georgian Legion and the Borchalo Azerbaijani Cavalry company.

Despite the decline, the full reinforcement of the personnel in peacetime between 1919 and 1921 was a problem. The number of regular
troops in times of war or threat varied from 25,000 to 40,000.

Organizational staff structure of the Guard

The military units of the People’s Guard were divided into regular and irregular subdivisions/

Regular subdivisions of the Guard in 1918-1919: Extraordinary Infantry Battalion, Artillery Unit, Machine Gunners Company, a detachment
of Armored Carriers, a Detachment of Armored Vehicles, a Cavalry Regiment, a Detachment of Machine Gunners-Motorcyclists. Number of
personnel - 1673-2045.

Between 1918 and 1919, there were more than a dozen reserve battalions in the Guards, depending on the district. In the battalions,
during peacetime, several dozen officers served, and during the war, the district People’s Guards increased the personnel of the battalions to
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several hundred. In 1918-1919 the mobilization capacity of the reserve battalions was equal to 7000-8000 military servicemen.

In 1919 the staff of regular and irregular units of the Guard was defined in more detail.

Regular subdivisions:

Emergency Infantry Battalion: Three Infantry Companies, One Rifle Squadron, Allied Squadron. Number of personnel - 538 military ser-
vicemen.

Cavalry Regiment of the People’s Guard: two cavalry squadrons, small companies of machine gunners and artillerymen, one artillery unit
(2 cannons). Number of personnel - 456 military servicemen.

Artillery Brigade of the People’s Guard: two light field batteries, two mountain batteries, one howitzer battery. Number of personnel - 612
military servicemen. Armament - 20 cannons.

Guards Emergency Rifle Squadron: Number of Personnel - 157 servicemen.

Armored vehicles team of the Guard: Number of personnel - 89 military servicemen. Armament - 4 armored vehicles: Since 1920 the ar-
mored vehicles and tank division of the People’s Guard Armament - 4 armored vehicles and 2 tanks.

Guards armored train detachment: Number of personnel - 114 military servicemen. Armament - 2 armored train. Two more personnel ar-
mored train were added in 1919-1920.

People’s Guard Engineering Team: Number of Personnel - 77 military personnel.

Irregular subdivisions: 19 reserve battalions staffed on a territorial basis. Number of personnel in the period of peace - 1350. Number of
personnel during the war - 11 000. In total, in 1918-1921, the mobilization capabilities of the Guard amounted to 10-15,000 military personnel.

Charters; A military school was set up to train junior officers and substitutes (sergeants); There was an aviation school; various training
courses for officers and soldiers. Diverse programs were implemented to raise the morale of soldiers, to educate them, and at the same time to
eliminate the problem of desertion. There functioned - the so-called Soldiers ‘School and the Soldiers’ University. Military periodicals were also
of great importance in this process.

Despite permanent efforts, the full functioning of the armed forces was hindered by many factors - the economic crisis; Serious shortage
of weapons and ammunition; Short time, almost constant state of war, but the Armed Forces of the Republic until 1921, before the full-scale
military intervention of Soviet Russia, successfully managed to protect the security of the country.

Dimitri Silakadze
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66. domgemo dons9hol 201.021.373 306. -30,29%. 1919-1920 66. bogotoywgszn oym 251,246.399.3.-31.50%. oobomso 30 1,196. 611.877.3.
006y 36,56%. LdbgMm LEdnbobhMmML botEgdo dgOMgdnm M30emLORNBM™M o& Bg(33eM0mMY, 30MOYM0 FMge d0139hMb LEMEMO oym, dbmenme
3000089¢h9d0 30dmB3979m0 0ym MB0obmdom. 1920-1921 66. 306oyom, bodbg®mm LodobobhMmmb botin 900396L dmgemo doysghoLb 1.862.769.383
306. 06y 21, 66%. 89006000900 dogmgdol dmBymdd demogh o 0obbgdl dmombmal.ofm oEas 0Lgmo POHM, MMA 8900HOMgdYmo domgdol
603030 o LgoMmm botmEgdo 8933060 9L, Hogeb A390 3oMHgdMMAHY3YEM 30Mmm dMO 9aMIMYMOE ZobBYmMdnmMo 398mdMmgdom. dogmadoModdol
9em9ho d0ys9hobo 0Gob godmb3gymo R396306 ©odmY3000909emo 308989d0LO s 3000Mg LogMMedmEmELm 306MHMdgdn doMmoobo o6 8g0(33¢Mmgoo,
3000609 06 3odm0 33930 M1Lgmol JoboyMo bmaztmgdy, MHgL3ydemnzol d0Y39ho 096900 Y9d39emo LudbgMmm botIgdom oh3z0mmyeo. 1920-1921
66. 0093930 LodbgtMm botFgdol 8goMmgdom d9d3060Hgdd v0blbgde vd0m, MMA Lodbg®mm dogngdol FmBymdL M0mMgdol ROIMYSMNd9IYIM0S O



39633990

LEYoOE BoMgmod, Mo gobboznm®mgdyem 3608369cmmMALL V60390 LodoGmM39mMML FV3MMOS M300330L LoLEHIIOL 3oB30MOMgdOL,
3000006000 8900M0MgdYemo dogmgdol 3d909demmdOL o Fobmsb gobomengdol Lodbgdmm Logdgdn. Lodbgtmm Lodobobhtmb 1919 Bemol doy39hdo
0MbgdYem Lbgoolbgo boMmEz0m Fgbemgdl dmEmob (30039 Fbemo nym godmpobogmo Lodbgdmm bobgemaddm3obgemmgdol 09330, HMAmMobmzabos
Bemoyto 30150 30b69m0 oym gomzoemobBobgdymo. 39993, 1920 Bgemb 30 Lobgemddm3obgemmgdol, JoGmbom-g3odgmgdol o Lbbgo Lodotmm
doboemob dgbodgbo godmymaznemo oym 2842400 3obgmo, Mog 08 OHMobm30L P3M9390090¢h™m Mobbs oym Logodma3gdemm Logdnobmdolmaol. ©d
®309H9d89 003306039000, bomgmno, HMA vMLYIMIS Lodbg®mm bobhgdol dmBymdol bobgemdBomm 3memodo3s,mMmA3mol 3obyymagemo bobogmos
0gm 3Omxgboymo mohghobhymolb 99gadbo-godmzgds. Lodo®mmggmmb bLobgemdBommgdtozn gobzomoMmgdol ggadol 1921 Bemolb ™m3y3oEool
300MmmMmz0396M0 goghdgmgdo 39moMm dm3yso.

1918-1921 6emgdd0 Logo®mm3gemmL Egdm GOt Mglidndemozodo godmizgdnemo Lodbgdmm modgbmoh Mol vboemoBobo o bbgo J394bgdols
0BOMMg0Y® 30dm(39990006 dgothgdnbol, 89330demos o30L33600, HMA Logdom3zgemmBn Fomomo EMboL LodbgMm Bngbgdo ndgdgdmmo, Moy
00300003500 J39960L 303000(330L PYOMNBMINL dErcol gabobytgdmeo.

306006 bmbohodzoemo
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Military book

The years 1918-1921 are of particular interest in the history of Georgia. The situation in the region and the aspirations of the Georgian
political elite to independence yielded results. On May 26, 1918, Georgia gained its independence.

The country has gone through the most difficult path before declaring independence. After the abolition of the Kingdom of Kartli and Kakheti
(1801), the Russian Empire did not spare any effort to extinguish the national spark of the Georgian people, the Russification policy continued
unabated in various ways throughout the nineteenth century.

Secular or religious space was consumed by imperial violence. The awakening of the Georgian national consciousness was undertaken by
a large number of Georgian writers and public figures, especially the “Tergdaleuli” who were at the forefront of this struggle.

The greatest loss in World War | further weakened the Russian Empire, accompanied by the 1917 revolution, which eventually toppled
the empire. Against the background of this common readiness, the National Council established in Georgia adopted the Act of Independence,
the first article of which reads: Photo of the Act of Independence “From now on, the people of Georgia are the bearers of sovereign rights and
Georgia is a full-fledged independent state.”

As soon as the Democratic Republic was established, the Ministry of Defense (Minister Grigol Giorgadze) started working together with
other state institutions. “The government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was obliged to protect the sovereignty of the newly created
state, to ensure the internal political peace and stability of the country”.

The Georgian state faced many problems at the time, the newly created state structures were constantly threatened by external or internal
separatist movements. The strength of the armed forces and being at the height of the call were vital to prevent threats.

“According to the Military Government Regulation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia of August 20, 1918, the supreme body of the Geor-
gian Armed Forces was the National Council, and its executive body was the government, the latter exercising its right to the Armed Forces
through the Ministry of Defense. The officers and personnel of the Ministry of Defense were mostly Georgians who had served in the Tsarist
Russian army, and most of the officers received vocational training in the military education system of the Russian Empire.

The goal of the Ministry of Military Affairs of Georgia was to quickly transfer the system to new rails. First of all, it was necessary to create
a legal framework based on the Georgian reality, as well as to publish professional literature in Georgian and adapt it to the Georgian Armed
Forces. In the military-technical dictionary published in 1920 we read:

“Life deprived of freedom has left a mortal scar on Georgia and its national culture, the Russian police state has almost achieved its goal
and put the Georgian nation on the path of degeneration. In order to achieve the cherished goal, it targetted our native language. Neither school
nor higher education could be received in Georgian. It had no use and no arena, but for our poor newspapers, magazines and theatre, it would
have perished, eliminated completely. Due to these historical adversities, happy days of our homeland’s liberty dawned on us at a time when
technologies of almost every field of science, and most of all military science, were raw, unaccumulated and unprocessed. However, much of
materials is scattered in our old literature, the exhaustion of which is time consuming and requires several dozen specialized workers”.

The government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, seeing the urgent need, began to build a military system. One of the important
steps in this direction was the creation of an appropriate legal framework. Order 162 of the Government of the Republic of Georgia reads:
“Law adopted by the Parliament of Georgia on August 20, 1918:

1. On the Arrangement of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Georgia;

2. On the replenishment of the military tax and the regular army of the Republic of Georgia.



3. On the organization of the military government of the Republic of Georgia - the following laws have been repealed by the Constituent
Assembly of Georgia and replaced by the following laws: 1. On the Arrangement of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Georgia;

2. On the replenishment of the military tax and the Armed Forces of the Republic;

3. On the Arrangement of Military Government of the Republic of Georgia - with all three suitable states.

In addition, the Constituent Assembly passed the following law:

1. Changing the regulation on degrees;

2. On the recruitment of officers, officers and soldiers of the Republic of Georgia, according to the new states;

3. On the uniforms of officers and soldiers;

4. Awarding additional pilots for flying in the air. According to these laws, | order the reorganization of the existing units, personnel, and
divisional institutions, under the leadership of the attached personnel .

Along with the drafting and regulation of legislation, the issue of creating a military educational space was raised before the Ministry of
Defense. This idea was soon realized and a military school was opened in the capital: “Thilisi Military School was established in September
1919. The aim of the school was to train junior officers and substitutes (sergeants) for the Georgian regular army. According to one of the ini-
tiators of the establishment of the school and the first commander, General Kvintadze, the officer leaving the school was to become the main
pillar of the new Georgian army, therefore, along with the study of military affairs, great attention was paid to military-patriotic education in the
school.” (Democratic Republic of Georgia 1918-1921 Encyclopedia-Dictionary, Thilisi, 2018, p. 355). The newly established school, naturally,
needed military literature, which was actively published in Thilisi in 1918-1921. Its content was quite diverse. In addition to the original books
and pamphlets, there was literature translated from foreign languages. An incomplete list of military literature published in Tbilisi during this
period looks like this:

Description 3-m line rifle, model 1891, and 3-line liver rifle, 1895. - ha3. : Issued by the Military Union of Georgia, 1918 (st. “Sakhalkho
Sagme” People’s Affairs). - 205, Il p.

Orders for the troops of the Republic of Georgia. - Tb., 1919. - [90] p. ; 27 cm .. — Copy has a defect

Order on the Military Service of the Government of the Republic of Georgia, August 1, 1919. Thilissi (Tbilisi) N162. - [Tb., 1919]. - 88 p. ; 24

Order on the Main Administration of the Militia N117: 19 of October 1921. Thilisi: Approved 19/9 by the chief of Militia Main Administration
K. Ratishvili .. - [Thilisi, 1921]. - 24 p.; 26 cm.. - [F.A.]

Regulations on shoeing of horses in the army: Approved by Georgia’'s Ministry of Military Affairs, March 25 1919 - Thilissi (Georgia), 1919
(). - 23 p. : Fig. ; 16 cm .. — official edition.

Regulations for the operation of infantry in battle / Approved by the Ministry of Defense of the Republic in 1920. June. - Thilisi, 1920 (Ministry
of Military Affairs). - [89] p. Separate. 3v3. ; 17 cm. - Official edition. - [F. A.]

Regulations for the use of a rifle, carbine and lever: Permitted by the Military Minister of the Republic on January 21, 1920 / [Dictionary
Compiler: L. Tsagareli]. - Thilissi, 1920 (Ministry of Military Affairs). - [316] p

Regulations for the use of commander’s angle measurement, compass and binocular / transl. Cap. Barnabishvili, from the Russian officers’
artillery edition. Editting and drqwings by D. Karumidze. - Tbilissi, 1920 (Union of Cities Press). - [120] p. Separate. 3v3. ; 16 cm. - Appendix:
Dictionary. - [F. A]]

Regulations for the training of infantry. - Thilisi. Publication of the Statutory Commission of the General Staff of Georgia. Printing House of

the Georgian Printing Association (18X12). 57 p. s



Cannon body: the first part. 3-dm of 1902 sample. Field cannon / processed from Russian by G. Barnabishvili; Issued upon the order of
Chief of General Staff of Military and Naval Commissariat, comrade Gabashvili. - Tbilisi (Georgia), 1921 (Military and Naval Commissariat St.).
- 35 p.: lll p. With drawings; (25x17) cm.

Maxim gun 1905 and 1910. Sample. - 1920. - II, 111 pp .. - [Fa.] The doctrine was approved by the keeper of the Thilisi Military Prison on
May 8, 1919. Major-General Roinishvili, Chairman of the Military Court of the Army of the Republic; Compiled by Lt. Col. Shamshurin. - [Ad.a.],
[1919]. - 12 p.m.; 18 cm.

Minor Instructions of Thilisi Judicial Chamber Prosecutor to the city amd district Militia officers: 1. To conduct research and 2. to hand over
summons and execute orders of court agencies institutions and officials. - [Thilisi]: published by the Ministry of Justice, [1920] (Culture and
Labor Union St.). - 14 p.m.; 16 cm... - [F.A.]

Light artillery operational charter: cannon study: amended and supplemented in 1913. From 15 October. - Tb.: Issued by Mil. Service Gen-
eral Staff Division, - 1918 (“Georgian. Printed . Joint Com.” Press). - 101, 8 p.; 13 cm.. - Dictionary: p. 1-8.

Charter of the Mountain Artillery Unit (for 1909 sample rifles): The rifle study / permit was approved by the Minister of Defense of Georgia
on January 10, 1919. Official edition. - Thilisi, [1919] (Ministry of Military Affairs). - 182 p.; 17 cm .. - [FA/]

Collection of Basic Military Laws and personnel (Secret). - Tb., 1919 (Ministry of Military Affairs). - 88 p. ; 24 cm.

Republic of Georgia Government Order on the Military Service of the Government of the Republic of Georgia, 1 August 1919. Tbilisi N162.
- [Tb., 1919]. - 88 p.; 24 cm..

Disciplinary charter. - Thbilisi (Georgia): General Staff, 1920 (Military Ministry). - 16 p.m. ; 16 cm .. - [F.A]

Fiting rules: 3 inches. For batteries armed with mountain and field high-speed missiles / Translation from Russian Capt. Bar-shvili. - Thilisi,
1920 (City Union Press.). - 44, [2] p.; 17 cm .. - [F.A]

Description of the material part of the machine gun. - Tb., 1920 (Mil.Coop,Press.). - 14 cm .. — Russ. — Georg. Vocab.: p. 106-111

Tatishvili. M. A guide for city railroad and county militia officers. - Thilissi (Georgia): Ministry of Internal Affairs, 1920 (State University). - 15
p., Leafless; 17 cm .. - At the end of the text: Prosecutor of the Court Chamber M. Tatishvili. - [F.A.]

Karumidze, d. 3-inch Mountain cannon (1909 model) / Compiled by capt. D. Karumidze. - Edition 1st. - Thilisi. - 22 cm. Piece 2: Lafite. -
1920 (Ministry of Military Affairs). - VI, 65, I, Il p ..

Karumidze. D. 3-inch Mountain Cannon (1909 model) / Compiled by capt. D. Karumidze. - Edition 1st. - Thilisi. - 22 cm. Pieces 2: Lafite. -
1920 (Ministry of Military Affairs). - VI, 65, I, Il p .. - [F.A.]

Charter of the Infantry. - Official edition. - Thilisi: Publication of the Military Union of Georgia, 1918 (“Sorapani” press.). - 180 p. ; 12 cm.

Internal Service Charter: Approved by the Ministry of Military Affairs, October 25, 1918. - Official Edition. - Thilisi, 1918 (Ministry of Military
Affairs Press). - VIII, 224 p. ; 17 cm .. - “Explanation of some terms” - at the end of the text.

L. Chijavadze, Practical Indications for the Study of the Organization of small Union Small Team and Telephone Connection / Compiled
according to the New personnel and Union Property of the Republic Troops by I. Chijavadze. - Thilisi, 1920 (Ministry of Military Affairs). - 32 p.
; 16 cm.

Cavalry order Regulations: Part |I. Separate Exercises and Guidelines for the 1896 Cavalry Order Regulations. Attachment to the first part
of the Equestrian Charter. - Thilisi, 1919 (Ministry of Military Affairs). - [2], 184 p.; 16 cm. - Appendix: “Some terms and words”. - Official edition.
-[FAl]
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L.Tsagareli, -Military-Technical Dictionary: Approved by the Minister of War on May 20, 1920 / compiled by Colonel Tsagarli. - Thilisi, 1920
(Ministry of Military Affairs Press) . -90 p.; 16 cm .. - [f. Al]

Charter of the Garrison Service: Approved by the Ministry of Military Affairs of Georgia. In 1918. - Tbilisi, 1919 (Ministry of Military Affairs
Press). - 168 p. : [1] page included.. ; 16 cm .. - Official edition. - [F.A.]

Field Service Statute: Approved by the Minister of War in 1919, August 20. — Official edition. - Tbilisi, 1919 (Ministry of Military Affairs
Press). - 350 p. ; 15 cm. - certain words and terms, p. 348-50. - [F.A.]

1909 And 1910. Rules for firing for the battery armed with a sample 48-line automated howitzer / translation from Russian by Capt. Barna-
bishvili - Thilisi, 1920 (City Union Presst.). - 50 p.m. ; 17 cm .. - Dictionary. — F.A]

Much of the named variety of military professional literature is published in a specially established printing house of the Ministry of Defense.
Clearly, all aspects of military service in the listed literature are covered, starting with the instructions for use of the weapon and continuing with
the military-combat tactical training manuals.

Military reform and the publication of literature undoubtedly required a large financial resource, at that time Georgia was in a difficult eco-
nomic situation, the Georgian budget had to deal with a heavy burden in many areas. If we look at the budget expenditures of the Democratic
Republic, we will see that the main part of the budget expenditures belonged to two ministries: the Ministry of Defense and the Ministry of
Roads, which also served the defense and the promotion of the economic situation. “The Republic re-created military power and rebuilt the
Armed Forces, the organization of these forces is entirely the result of the reconstruction of the Republic, and obviously such a great work
required a lot of work and expenses: 201.021.373 of the whole budget was spent on the Ministry of Defense in 1918-1919 - 30.29%. 1919-
1920 It was estimated to be 251,246,399.m. - 31.50%. 1,196. 611.877.m was spent. Or 36.56%. The expenditures of the Ministry of Defense
did not change relatively visibly, the assumption was correct with the whole budget, only the excess was caused by the war in 1920-1921. It
is estimated that the expenditure of the Ministry of Defense amounts to 1,862,769,383 of the total budget. Or 21, 66%. Arranging the armed
forces requires very large sums of money. Time to reduce the number of armed forces and the necessary expenses has not come, as we are
surrounded by unfriendly neighbors. The elite budget of militarism is caused by reasons beyond our control, and until international conditions
change fundamentally, until Russia’s domestic life becomes clear, the republic’s budget will undoubtedly be burdened with military spending. In
1920-1921 the relative reduction of military expenditures in the budget is explained by the fact that the arrangement of military forces is almost
established and certain. ”( State Budget Draft for 19201-1921. Tf., P. 5). Photo of this budget edition

Special importance the Georgian government attached to the development of the defense system, building of the entire armed forces as
well as education in military affairs, is quite clear. Among the various expenditure items in the 1919 budget of the Ministry of Defense was the
printing of military textbooks as a separate item, for which 30,150 rubles were provided per year. Then, in 1920, 2,842,400 rubles were allocated
for the purchase of textbooks, magazines, newspapers, and other necessities, an unprecedented amount of money for publishing. Observing
these facts, it is clear that there was a state policy on the arrangement of the military system, an integral part of which was the creation and
publication of professional literature. Due to the 1921 occupation, the state development plan of Georgia had no logical follow up.

Comparing the analysis of military literature published in the Democratic Republic of Georgia in 1918-1921 and comparing it with similar
publications in other countries, we can conclude that high-level military books were printed in Georgia, which in itself served to increase the
country’s defense capabilities.

Mirian Khositashvili
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©93MI3NOI6TMoNL 3udMBbu®IdY, LO3GMIINZ0 ©u dMudmMoNL
0)0335©Maomaas0

1918 Bemob 26 doobl, bogo®mzgmmb ghm3zbyemo Loddmb Lobgemom, EdMY300gdTMIL dghom bmg JmEEBNEE JoMhm3gem bogmbl
bodomm3zgemmb odmMY300090emmAd 8336m. 1917 Bemol Mg3memy30900Lbd O OBYIdIYMO Lodmdomogdm ™3l 89393 Logdomzgemm
Bodmmtoo GLgmL O M0aebs 117 Bemob 606 docmoEmdmgoe RddmM™mA3gymo by39tabymo YBMgdgde. ghm3bymo boddmb dogé
30090900 LogdoM™M39emMML EOFMY30009demMAL vgho, 1919 Bemob 12 Jomhb Jotm3gemo bagmbob BogH vMRgYMId o3x3YdEgdgMTd 303900303
©o09h3030. 1918 Bemob 10 Lgdhgddgdl bodobmzgmmml ghm3bymas boddmad odRH30iEe LodoMmagmmb Mgb3ydmozol bodaghmaobo
©6O™Yd, 20 bggdhaddgmlb 30 bogoGmzgmmmlb 3gtdo - MgMMo gomMgn 330000 360MMINM. 1918 Bemol 939309680 30eM39 oIH3INELS 3gedol
LGP0 dWBgBOEMdS. EOMBoL EB0LNL V3HMM GO0 0y369b - 003Md bozMMOdg s 0MLYd Foemgdsubn, bmemm gg&dobo nmbgd Botengdobo.
MgLb3ndemo30b 30860b 30, Boybgozo 0d0bo, HMA b Ld30mbo (3039 306Mb0m VM OIH 303909 3MbLAHVEH0BY (3MMHg) BMEL3gMB30em0l
,,00000900" BoMmIMO039000s.

1918 Bemob 26 3o0L0eob - 03039 Bemob 24 0360b3Y FE3MMBNL M33FMIVMOL MBOIIOIMISL bmg Bodndz0emo, bmenm 24 0360L0OL
30 bmg gm®oboo 030390000. 301bgozo I LogHMEIMMOLm ohgdmbs o dbmagemom madob 893aman g3mbmdozyho 3G0Boboby,
939406080 093mM 3M0Hh0YMOE Bo¢hOMS 9030MMMOM030 130003300390 Mdgd0LY (9EMBY) s 3a3Ydbgdgmmo 3 gdal o®Rg30gd0. godhodoo
3060bo o gobommgdol MHgum™magdn. oByYgdomo gobomemgde goonde bgomEgdMmE, Joemgdl dogom vMAY369880 dmboBogmgmaonl
IBY00, 8909360 ©0dMY3000909eM0 O 3MEoh039M0 3o3emg6900Logob LEYMNOME EVTMY300gd9m LobddoMMMM®, dmJdggds boxa
dbognemomo 0bbhoh b, 90ZNTMIM03 13000335HM39eM™OAL ngbodoom b3domE N YAIENIFMLONIIS, BodMYdMNdS 8g006HOMIdYMO
dogmgdo. Logo®mmzgmmb gdm3MohYmo MgLidndemn3zol EOBMY3I0IICNMAS d0oMgL 03 EGMObEgMAd NS LbgmadBogmgddsy: oo
30hobgmo, Log®obagmo, Lodgmme MHYLgmMo, 3ghdobos, 0hoMod Y ©.9.

©09MY300090mMA0L 3odME3bogdoLmObogg onBym dndomds 3mbbhodhYE0dy, G™IgemoE LEdMEMME EO3H3INES V3eRYdbgdgmad
309003 1921 Bemob 21 9d9M30emb. domgdynemo 3mbbhohysod 9hm-9ho y3gmody gdm3zMohoymm 3mbbhohyEeol BoGdmooggbroo
0000O ™Mb JbmBEomIn. FoMMO0, Ldddmmo MYLgmoL FogH Lodotmzgmmb Mm3n3s300L godm o3 3MmBLAHEGHYE00m Hgb3ndemozod
ROJHMOM03500 396 0(30M3MY, 30303 63 3MmbLAHNHY300L 00EgOTNgOL LY FggLvddgdMEs 0L 306MbIIICN MBS, MMM FbMmM MBS
Logdomm3gemm 8IMY300090emmdol 39Mhomedo.



Declaration of Independence,
Symbols and Chairmen of the Government

On May 26, 1918, on behalf of the National Council of Georgia, with the Act of Independence, Noe Jordania declared the indepen-
dence of Georgia to the Georgian people. After the 1917 revolutions and the outbreak of the Civil War, Georgia seceded from Russia
and regained its sovereign rights, which had been forcibly seized 117 years earlier. The Act of Independence of Georgia adopted by
the National Council on March 12, 1919 was approved by the Constituent Assembly elected by the Georgian people. On September
10, 1918, the National Council of Georgia approved the tricolor flag of the Republic of Georgia. On September 20, the coat of arms of
Georgia - White Giorgi with seven luminaries. In December 1918, the full description of the coat of arms was approved separately. The
authors of the flag design were lakob Nikoladze and loseb Charlemane, and the author of the coat of arms was loseb Charleman. The
anthem of the Republic became “Glory” by Konstantine (Kote) Potskhverashvili, despite the fact that this issue was not approved by a
separate law, was the “Glory” of.

From May 26, 1918 - until June 24 of the same year, Noe Ramishvili held the position of the Prime Minister, and from June 24, Noe
Jordania became Prime Minister. Despite the hostile international environment and the post-World War | economic crisis, the country
held democratically elected local governments (eroba) and constituent assembly elections. Land and education reforms were carried
out. Primary education has become compulsory, women have been given the right to vote, an independent and politically independent
judiciary has been set up, a jury institute has been set up, and local governments have been given considerable authority. The Armed
Forces were formed. The independence of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was recognized by the great powers of that time: Great
Britain, France, Soviet Russia, Germany, ltaly, etc.

Immediately after the declaration of independence, work on the constitution began, which was finally approved by the Constituent
Assembly on February 21, 1921. The adopted constitution was one of the most democratic in the world at the time, although due to the
occupation of Georgia by Soviet Russia, the republic could not actually put the constitution into life but the ideals of this constitution were
fully in line with the legislation of Georgia during independence.
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LOdoMM390mMML OIMY3000gdTMMINL dgho, Bomgdyemo 1918 Bemol 26 dooll,
Lodo®mzggemmb ghmzbyemo Loddmb dogk. 080900006 LogoGmzgmml
bogmbo  by39Mgbynem  HBEgOVMO  Fohotgdgmmos o Ladomzgemm
LEHYEYBRMIIMZ060 OFMY3000909cmo LobgemadBogmo.“ 1918 Bgemo
©M31396(h0 oYM bogdo®mzgmmb ghm3abym vMdozdo

The Act of Independence of Georgia, adopted on May 26, 1918, by the
National Council of Georgia. “From now on, the people of Georgia are
the bearers of sovereign rights and Georgia is a full-fledged independent
state.” 1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia




bogdomm3zgemmb gdm 3Mohoymo Hgbdydemozol
308060 ,,00000900"

3L030Lo O Hadbhob v3hMEo 3mMhg
QmEb39MO3300m0

1918 Bgmo

m3989600 aEYE0d Ldgo®Omzgmmb gHm3byem
o6 do380

Anthem of the Democratic Republic of Georgia
“Glory” Author of music and lyrics Kote Potskhver-
ashvili

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

Logdo®mzggemmb gdm Moty Mgbdydmozol 3mbLhohIE0s. Mog0 AgEbédy.
LobgemdBo@mb Mo30330. Fbemo 94 - | ymzgmo dmdomodg Gglidndemozobo

3090100 30600000 dmobomlb bodbgrmm 893960 306MmbBol MObobdo.
- 1921 Bgemo

©mM33996(0 O30 bodohmzgmm ghmazbym otd3dn

‘ L‘ i | Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Chapter Nine. State Defense.
~ Article 94 - “Every citizen of the Republic is obliged to personally pay military tax in

accordance with the law.”

- 1921
- Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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1918 Bgemo

©M31996(h900 OIS bLogommzgemmb ghm3bymm stdosdon

The coat of arms of the Democratic Republic of Georgia Artist - Joseph Charlemagne Authors of
the new rules of depiction of White Giorgi on the coat of arms of the Democratic Republic of Geor-
gai David Kakabadze and lvane Javakhishvili. Description of the coat of arms.

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

A S R O SRR S

SR

LogoM™M39emMML M 3MOHYIo BgL3YdTM030L
©6HM3oL gbzodo

93h™M9do - 003Md 6o3memdy, 0mbgd Johremgdobo.
3999600 ©oEI0d bago®mzgmmb gHhmabyem
otdo3do

Sketch of the flag of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia Authors - lakob Nikoladze, loseb Char-

leman.

The document is kept in the National Archives of
Georgia



609 GHo80830¢m0 (1881-1930).

bogdomm3gemmb ©gdm3Mmhomo MHgbdndemozol dmogdmdol 30639tm0 Mo3d3MmBdMg - 1918 Bemob
3000-0360L80. 899009380 B0bog6 Lvgdgmo FnbobhMo, bddbgMm O gobomemngdol dobobdh®mo.

1918 Bgemo

BOHM EOEYM00 bodo®mggmmlb ghm3zbym vMdosdo

Noe Ramishvili (1881-1930). First Chairman of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Geor-
gia - May-June 1918. Then Minister of the Interior, Minister of Military and Education.
1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

6mg Jo®I600 (1868-1953)- Lodo®mzgemmb gdm3Mmahoymo Hgbdndmo3zol dmaghHmdnl
0033300m3omg 1918 Bemolb 0360L0EEVH.

1918 Bgemo

BOH® ©EEY0d bado®mzgmmb ghmabym shdozdo

Noe Jordania (1868-1953) - Chairman of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Geor-
gia since June 1918.

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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dd00mMa036JM0 do3Ja0b BudMIu™0dJ0, MHIIWIMIMO S5at0ObY
©9 8300HOO0L MMBIBNBVB0Y

dJoboygemo  dg006momgdygemo  doemgdol  Bodmyoemndgde  30330Lool  OMBbAHBY 396 300093 LoJoHM3gMML  VBMY30009dMANL
300m3bogdodg, 1917 Bemob 890mamaodg onbym. Mganmotymo oMol JotMoemgmyMo 043b9dmo g30MEnoE, MMAgEOs
dmbogmolggdom 3m33cmgdhgdmed. odMY3009dmmdol 3odmibowgdol d9dcga 1918 Bgemlb domgdyemo Ludhohm bhGmydhyMol dobgz0m,
9900600mMm9gdYmo dogmgdol 3oMmowo 893500g96emmdol MoEbzo nym 41 260 Lodbgdmm o bodmdomodm 3060bgob 890g90mo. 9®doodo Mo
939000 0030800, 39¢m3990m0 LoothommgMmom d0goEs, (3b96mbLOb dM0goY, Lyobgobtmm-hgdbozyo dogmgdo o Lobodo®mm (Lobodmamm)
$06039000meo. 03 dhohgool 893L9d0 dmgemo MH0go , i30606bYM0 o bbgs ho3ol 3G MdeMgdgdol godm 897demgdgemo omdmABY. 383000MBNOBMANL
3960m80 96H30odo 10-15 000-9c09 3030 00y Abobymmds. vdohmd 1919 Bemolb 03emobdn, Mggymotymo $oMol 383000md0sbo 3gthomeol
dhohom goblbudma®mymo oMo 393500390mmMO0L MHomgbmds 89330Mwo. MHgmMmasbodoinol 89993, Mganmotym 30630 - bym 16950
Lodbg®mm o bvdmgommgmeomBs. FoMob gl MomEgbmds ™mdol 8gdmbggzodo 30Mm3gem ghoddg, 45 820 30399009 PbO 3odGMOMOYm,
bmemm 399c0g3ma3d0 - 60 000-3c0g. dboemo MMaobods300L dobgz0m, Mganmotym 30630 383000MO00bMdNL 39Mhomedo, 3 bvo®mdom Jzgomo
30g000, Loo®Mom sthommgmool 03080mbo, 3bgbmbobo MHVBT0 (3Mmem30), bLubodotm (Lobodmamm) Hoddn, LoobgobGOm-hgdboznto dogngdo
o bodbgMm bzmmo 0GmoEbgdmeo.. 1920-1921 6emgddo dz0hg M9aYmOdmYmo o300l 0o d9350a90emmb0L Mobgo 16 950-0ob 19
630-3009 30080t o. ROBM™M3eM0emo J39000604maagdnl oo, 8900MH0MgdYem doemgddon, 39M0MmEYMOE,: Jomm39em dLemndmo (3bgbmbobo
©030830m00, JoMm39¢m 3Lem03mO §390000 dohoem0mb, Jo YN0 cNgzombo O dMEMRLTNML 8BYMIL0EIBgM MY (3090mbvb Sligyemo Bgomeo.
999306 900L doybge3o0, 1919-1921 6emgddn, 333000Md006MANL ™ML Jhodhgdol Lo 893Lgd, IOMIMOL BotmIMmoagbo. bLomdoto
Logmmbob 06 M3l OHML Mgganmetmymo $Mob JoMoo d9350396cmmA0L Mobin 30 25 000-sb 40 000-dg 39MHYygmMAD.

Lobogmbm  g3otnol  8930003906mmo0dn  oMbgdymo  Lodbgtmm  boBogmgdo oymmmEs MIFYEOMYM O  VMHOIMYZYIOMYM
93900060ymagdo. 330Mmwool MHggymomymo  J39oboymagdo 1918-1919 Bemgddo: bLogobgagdm d3gomo dodhomombo, LooMdhomgtMom
99609mm0,  hy300L0WGMY3939emmo  dLgYIMo,  $0380630hoMgIMgdol  Mod3o,  $03006006940bg00L  MoB3o, (3bgbmLObo  030B0mbo,
890)y300030HJ3939-dmbm303cmobhome Moddo. 30Gmowo 893500g96emmdol Moibgo - 1673-2045. 1918-1919 Bemgddo 33060080, HooMbgdoL
dobg30m, 0mBg dgthn LothgBgtzm dohomombo nGmoEbgdmeo. 1919 Bgmb YBO™ EgHOMYMOE 3o60LOBMIGMO 330000l MHgaYMOMYmo O
MM 93 oMY 396090900l dthohn. H933moMYmo J39000boymazgdn: Logobagdm J390m0 dohomombo, bobommbm g3oMwmool (3bgbmbobo
©03080m00, Lo Hommghom dM0goY, HyYy300bdBMI3939emme Logobagdm GVBAn, $0386mMbOL v3hMAMONTMS 3Yben, $9380630¢OMIIgMNMO
60830, LoobgobO™ 3nbo o HadoBhMGOYmo 3M0630300 O3MA3eMgdhgdnemo 19 LoMgbgthzm do¢ommombo. dmmoobmdsdn, 1918-1921
6o 9080, 3306m00b LEdMINEEBOEOM Fgbodmgdemmogdo 10-15 000 LodbgMmm Imbodbobytgl 8go0g9bco.



Establishment of the Armed Forces, Organization of the Regular
Army and Guard

The formation of the Georgian Armed Forces on the Caucasus Front began in the autumn of 1917, even before the declaration of
Georgia’s independence. In parallel with the regular army, a guard was formed, which was staffed with volunteers. According to the staff
structure adopted after the declaration of independence in 1918, the number of personnel in the Armed Forces was 41,260, consisting of
military and civilian personnel. The army consisted of two infantry divisions, a separate artillery brigade, a cavalry brigade, an engineer-
ing-technical force, and a coastal (border) army. Filling the staff was impossible due to a number of financial and other problems. During
the peacetime, 10-15,000 men served in the army. Therefore, in July 1919, the number of personnel determined by the regular period
peacekeeping staff was reduced. After the reorganization, a total of 16,950 military and civilian troops remained in the regular army. This
number of troops was to increase to 45,820 men in the first phase of the war, and then to 60,000. According to the new organization,
during the peacetime, the regular army consisted of 3 army infantry brigades, an army artillery division, a cavalry detachment (regiment),
a coastal (border) detachment, engineering and technical forces, and a military school. Between 1920 and 1921, the number of small
regular army personnel increased from 16,950 to 19,630. In addition to the listed subdivisions, the Armed Forces periodically included:
the Georgian Muslim Cavalry Division, the Georgian Muslim Infantry Battalion, the Georgian Legion and the Borchalo Azerbaijani Caval-
ry Squadron. Despite the decline, the full filling of the staff in peacetime between 1919 and 1921 was a problem. The number of regular
troops in times of war or threat varied from 25,000 to 40,000.

The military units of the People’s Guard were divided into regular and irregular units. Regular units of the Guard in 1918-1919: Ex-
traordinary Infantry Battalion, Artillery Unit, Companies of machine gunners, a detachment of armored personnel carriers, a detachment
of armored vehicles, a cavalry division, a detachment of machine gunners-motorcyclists. Number of personnel - 1673-2045. From 1918
to 1919, there were more than a dozen reserve battalions in the Guards, depending on the district. In 1919 the staff of regular and ir-
regular units of the Guard was defined in more detail. Regular subdivisions: Extraordinary Infantry Battalion, Cavalry Regiment of the
People’s Guard, Artillery Brigade, Extraordinary Squadron of Riflemen, Armored Vehicle Team, Armoured train detachment, Engineering
19 Reserve Battalions set on the territorial principle. In total, in 1918-1921, the mobilization capabilities of the Guard amounted to 10-
15,000 military personnel.
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Boomgmo 330Mm00lb G080, mdomobolb oGmbgbomBg gomoddegdol o od
900330 GLYEO IME30L gobooMmomgdal 60b. Mdaemabo.

1917 Bemob 29 bmgddg®o (dbogmo bhogmom 12 09393096M0)

BROHM EOEIM0d bogdo®mzgmmlb ghm3abym oMdosdo

A detachment of the Red Guard, before the march to Tbilisi Arsenal and
disarmament of the Russian regiment deployed there.

Thilisi, November 29, 1917 (December 12 in the new style)

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia.

9390060 30M0bL 390000 $0M0L3OEgd0
1918 Bgemo
BROH™ OEIM00 bogo®mm3gmmlb 3o6modgbdol 9hm36ym dodemommg3edo

Regular Army Infantry Soldiers
1918
Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

LgaMIMML 330600l IgMEY dohOmombo. dohommombo 3m33mgdhgdmEd
813000000b0 o Bogmgbsobol Ho0mbgdL dmbobemgmdnbvgsd. 33300Mmd0BMBNL
396m0omdn  dohomombdo oMogbgdmed 59 3030, bmemm  dmdomodozool
99009350 306000 390500396cmmdd 600 33060093 dOMS.

1920 Bgemo

ROH™M OEYM0d bogo®mmzgmmb 3o6mmodgbhol gHhm3bym dodmommg3080

Second Battalion of Samegrelo Guard. The battalion was composed of the
population of Zugdidi and Tsalenjikha districts. In peacetime, the battalion
enlisted 59 men, and as a result of the mobilization, the personnel would
increase to 600 guards.

1920

Photo from the National Libraries of Georgian Parliament




Logdomm3zgmmb ghmzbymo Lodgmb dogth 1918 Bemob 2
03em0bb 30gmgdymo bogohmzmmmb Ggbidydemozolb bobombm
33060000b 306mb0. ,,39bemo 1. bobogmbm gzotool d0dobo
030390, ®o3 bLobgmmdBoxymb  dogemo  dg00Mmomgdo
dogmolbo- o330 ©9IM3GOHhoYMmo  Mgb3ydemnzal, dobo
000MY300090emmA0L O Mo30LYRmgdeb.“ 1918 Bgemo

©M379396(h0 oMo LagoMmzgemmb ghm3bym vtdozdo

Law of the People’s Guard of the Republic of Georgia
adopted by the National Council of Georgia on July 2,
1918. “Article 1. The goal of the People’s Guard is the
same as the entire armed forces of the state the protec-
tion of the Democratic Republic, its independence and
freedom.” 1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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Logdommzgemmb gm36yemo LdddmL d0g® 1918 Bemob 20 v330LEHML Joggdnemo
Lodo®mmzggemmb  Hgb3ndmozolb  Gganmodymo
300mbo.,,dybemo 1.

00300l mMaobodoiool

Lodo®mggemmlb  MHgbdndmozol Mggnmootym  FoMb
990003966 ™®0 g3g0mmo 030800, Lobo3oMm  FoMo, (3bgombobo FoMol
9600 dMH0goEY, 9Mmo LdoMAnm GO HMmgMmool BM0goEs, LodomGms ghmo
dohommombo, ghmo Lohgbbozm do¢homombo, 9Mmo booghmamdoemm dbgyemo,
9600 $0396mbobo dbgymmo o ghmo Lvogooom gybeo.”

©M31396¢h0 om0 bogo®mmagmmlb ghm3byem oM Jozdo

Law on the Organization of the Regular Army of the Republic of Georgia ad-
opted by the National Council of Georgia on August 20, 1918. “Article 1. The

regular army of the Republic of Georgia consists of two infantry divisions,
the coastal army, one brigade of cavalry, one brigade of artillery, one bat-
talion of cavalry, one technical battalion, one motor company, one armored
company and one aviation team.”

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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-» - N R T - U e ' ¢ ‘ - >, -
bodomggmmmb  gdmaGohogmo  Hgbdgdemozol  bobogmwbm 3306080 Service in the People’s Guard of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was
bodboby®o  BgdogmBEIMdnmo 0gm o 330ME030  AaGNEL3Y, 96301 voluntary and enlistment in the Guard did not release anyone from compul-
000030L9BIOES  LZEEIIYIM LdBbgEM™ LELEbYGOEG.  Loboembm  sory military service. People’s Guards. 1918.

339M09emgd0. 1918 Bgemo. 1918
1918 Bgemo Document from the National Archives of Georgia

©mM371396(h0 oYM bogdotmzgemmb ghmabyem stdo3do
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LOJoMMN390mMML V3A3YdbgdgTmo 30r930L Jogt 1919 Bemob 29 o 31 03emoll
30090900 39006090 dogmmd MHIMEmZO60B(300L0 O IMBYMINL 306mbBgodo.
,,09bemo 1. 8) $6b Jgo0390L: Lddo boo®Bom J39000 dG0gOW., Lubo3nMhm FoMo,
H30emoboL boEIMoFM V™MLY, 9Mmo (3bgbmbobo Hod3do, ghmo Lootdom

0O HoemgM00b 03080mb0, gm0 dgbobaMmgmo (Lodomemmo) vsmobgymmo, gbhmo
03hMm3mMB0M™MO 31nbe0, 9Hmo bdd3VENM 3OO L MM MoomHImMIaMoazol

(39639 39beo0.”

1919 Bgemo

©mM379396(h0 OIS bogdotmzgemmb ghmabyem sédozdn

Laws on Reorganization and Arrangement of the Armed Forces adopted by the

Constituent Assembly of Georgia on July 29 and 31, 1919. Article 1. b) The army

consists of: three army infantry brigades, the Coast Guard, Tbilisi Guards Corps,

one cavalry detachment, one Army Artillery Division, one Marines Corps, one vehi-

cle crew, one aviation crew and one radio crew. “

1919

Document from National Archives of Georgia

bogdotmzgemmb odxiyddbgdgmo 3mgd0b Lodbg®mm 3mdobool B93tgdol boo.

1919 6gemo

©mM39396(h0 oYM bogdotmzgemmb ghm3abyem sédozdo

List of members of the military commission of the Constituent Assembly of Georgia.
1919

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

©9L39d030L MO300(330L bdddmb
©0909e9d0b 3Bmgdho

1920 6gemo

©M371396(h0 oYM bogdotmazgmml
936y o6 Jozd0

Draft Statute of the Defense Council
of the Republic

1920

Document from the National Archives
of Georgia
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MgL3ndemozol 990060900 dogmgdol MHgmEaobodoool
36mgdhol gobdomdgdomo BgGommo boog oblbogmos 1919 Bgemb
306bm®(309tmgdYMo BgmMaobodsiznol 308989d0.

1919 Bgemo

©m39996(h0 OO0 bddoMmzgmmmL ghm3zbym stdozdo
Explanatory letter to the draft reorganization of the Armed Forces
of the Republic, defining the reasons for the reorganization in 1919.
1919

Document from National Archives of Georgia

©0303dbgdgemo  309d0L dog® 1919 Bemob 19 (09399096ML domgdymo Lobogmbm
3300000 dbogmo 306mbo. ,,dgbemo 15. 3903030 boBogmgdo dgboggde: o) bogobggdm
9439000 dohoemombobogob, d)  (3bgbmbob  03080mbobged,  3)bootipnmmgtom
303o0Logod, ©) bogobggdm Hysool dwMmI3939tmme MHdobogob, g) $9386mLOL
LoV3HMIMOM™M 3YbLOasb, 3) 39386006 ohoMgdemgdol GoBI0LZLB, 8) LvnbygnbhHhm
316000b0gb O m) LotgdgMam dodhomMoMbgdOL 18 300MELOZLH .

1919 Bgemo

©m31396(h0 oYM bodo®mzgmmlb gehm3abym oMhdosdo

The new law of the People’s Guard adopted by the Constituent Assembly on De-
cember 19, 1919. Article 15. Permanent units consist of: a) an emergency infantry
battalion, b) cavalry regiment, c) an artillery brigade, d) contingent of emergency
bullet fighters, e) an armored motorcade team, f) an armored train detachment, a)
From 18 personnel members of reserve battalions

1919

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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bobogmm 330600l Logdgtam dohommombgdl 300Mgdn. Mol b Lomds®o boggtmbolb 8gdmbigzodo
dohomombgdn 03L90med MYBgM30L 330M0gMd0La0.
1919 Bgemo

©mM39396(h0 O3PS bogotmzgemmb ghm3abym stdozdo

Staff of the People’s Guard Reserve Battalions. In case of war or threat of war, the battalions were filled
with reserve guards.

1919
Document from National Archives of Georgia

bobogmbm 3306 00L dmoz96m0 Jhodob Bgztgdo.
1918-1921 Bomgdo

ROHM Y00 bogommzgmmb ghm3abym stdosdo

Members of the General Staff of the People’s Guard.
1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

Lobogmbm 3306000l dmoz06m0 Bhodolb B93tgdo. Jydbommo bobombm gzodwogemo 1921 Bemob 1 0063060,
N2.

J9HBo0 o300 LogoMm3gmmL 306 Modgbhol gHm3byem dodmmommg3080

Members of the General Staff of the People’s Guard. Journal of the People’s Guard January 1, 1921,
N2.

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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bobogmbm 33000l (3bgbmbobo  ©03080mb0. 03080mbo  dgagdmwe ®&o  Cavalry Division of the People’s Guard. The division consisted of two
3bgbmbobo  gbzo®mmbab,  Hy3z00LdWMI3939emmsd o dgbobgmgme  dzotg  cavalry squadrons, small teams of riflemen and artillerymen, and one
3106009000396 O dGBHOMgM00b ghmo FBYMOMOLOgL . JotMoo dgdoagbemmds  unit of artillery. The staff counted 456 people.

99000396000 456 30(3. Thilisi, 1918-1921.

000emobo. 1918-1921 Bemgdo Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

BOHM EOEYM00 bododmggmmlb ghm3zbyem vMdozdo
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306390m0 939000 0M0gool 306H39em0 dohoemombo gyooobob (396¢hMJo.
dohomombol m@oEMgdlbe o $9MoL3IEIVMOE ghmow (390hM30 (Hyozob
J96H 09300 ©goL odxgydbgdgmo 3mgool 69360 o Mdogmobolb Joemodol
0030 39600806 Bbo3308300m0.
Jyomoobo. 1919-1921 Bemgodo

BOHM EOEIM00 bogo®mmzgmmlb ghm3bym oM dozdo

First Battalion of the First Infantry Brigade in the center of Kutaisi. Benja-
min Chkhikvishvili, a member of the Constituent Assembly and the head of
Thilisi city, stands in the center in a leather jacket with the battalion officers
and soldiers.

Kutaisi, 1919-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

1919 Bmob GgmMagoboBdogool 89993 39000 dM0god 8900390MY,
dM0goolb  d¢hodab, mmbo  g390m0  0mobgnemobo  (dohoemombo) o
Loo®H0MgOH0M 03080mMmBOLOZ. d?0ZOEOL 06O d9doa9bemmds 3330
30(30L30b gz gdmMVo.

1919-1921 Bamgdo

ROAH® YIS bogommzgmmb ghmabym stdosdo

After the reorganization of 1919, the infantry brigade consisted of the bri-
gade headquarters, four infantry battalions and the artillery division. The
personnel of the brigade consisted of 3330 men.

1919-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia



33060000L  Jymoobolb bomemdm Bhodol 6936900 o g30MHE0geMgd0.
d9bodg H0gdo 396¢M30 Lomengdo dhodob JBOMLO Bozmemm 413dyHady.
gyomoobo.

1920 Bgemo

ROHM OEYM0s bogommagmmlb ghmabyem sthdozdo

Members and Guards of Kutaisi Regional Headquarters of the Guard. In the
third row, Nikoloz Chumburidze, Chief of the District Headquarters in the
center.

Kutaisi, 1920

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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39006m0mgdymo dogmgdolb Lom®mgobBogom-bodhohm bHGYIHIG0 (39em39
3069600 06 yma3oemo, 3o M9L3Pdemo30L JgMomeol mdgddo bdoMo
09000696 3mBOBoemgmMASL vImMLOgmmgm bodotmazgemmb dmoobo 3gmbob,
bg3Ly®gmob 33bmaMmgdbo.
1918-1921 Bomgdo
BOH™M EOEIM00 bogodmmzgmmlb ghm3bym oM dozdo

"z
Not being listed separately in the organizational-staff structure of the
Armed Forces, although the inhabitants of the mountainous corner of East-
ern Georgia, Khevsureti, often took part in the wars of the Republic period.
1918-1921
Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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bLadbd®M[M baadNeNLOMM ©Y 3060LAOMABNA

Lodotrmzgmmb gdm3zmohoymmo Mglbdyndmozol 306mbdgdemmdom bodo®mmagmmb Bgootmomgdymo doemgdol PB9bogh ™mMgobmL
Bom3moggbd 9thm3byemo Loddm (1919 Bemoob Vdxdbgdgmo 3gds), MmMIemal 6mMBoLMYEgdgemo MEZObm oym dmozthmdy, 39Mdme
Lodbg®mm bdobobhGm. Lodbgmm LodobobhMmb Lomoggdn nge Lodbgdm Fobobhto - Lodmdommogm 3oémo. 1918-1919 Bemgddo
Lodbg®mm LFbLHGML Lomo398o gge 3GMm0amem gomMmaodg; 1919 Bemol dodmhood 1920 Bemol 00b63GMVdg bmg Mododznemo, 1920
Bemob 006300006 08039 Bemol 093930603 ghngmem mmMmmdozobodg bmenm 1920 Bemol ©93990M00b LugdoMmzgemmb m3n3oEnodwg
B03memmd (306396) d0s0b60dg. Lodbg®m BobobhML Mo3E30Mm3gmmo dommme ghmo v3bobogn (dmognemg) 34ozs, 030 gobmom
30bobheob ydmoztmgbo 3MRg39emo o MY Lozombl o6 3gmbo 3606(3039em0, 3Mmeodh03Mo o6 Lodoysgdhm boboomo, oL dggdemm Logdol
©008mY300090md00 3oaByzgho. 30039¢m0 BMOENMY YEZMIMOE 0gm 396g6demo demgdlobo®g 3909306083000, Bgm®g BmowaemoL
006090090Md0L Lbgoobbgo MmL 03039000696 39b9Eremgdon : 0em0d ME08gemadg o Bogdotos dngobo.

1918 6emob 306mboc bvdbgMmm LddboLHG™ BgagdME 993L0 gobymanegdolngsb: Lughmm; J0Mon 93539bemmANL, 39bgMmomyto
9ho00b, LoodobobhGoom, Lodbgtmm Lobobohotm o LudbgtMhm Ludgomemm 3obymeeNgdLoged. bugthmm gobymanemgdol dmzomgmdsl
99000396000 LOF0bOLHG M0 8gdmbymmo BMLEHOL goblbo, gobbogmgs, 3oboBoemgdy, 3nbobhol dGdoBgd9d0LY O gob3zoMmaYmgdgdol Lodmenmm
900dhotgod. 306000 890500396emmdl gobymagnemgds 3oboggde MA@0EIMMO O IMbgmgmo, B03300-3omo30b1AEMgdnL, gooygobo-
30000my3060L, o0mmomgdol bogdgl. LoodnbobhGmoEom (90030b0LEHGMOENYMN) obymanemgds d9a9dmes 5 bgdizoobogeb: 1) bodoysghm;
2) bLobyObocmm; 3) Lodomam o booggim; 4)bodobom/Loboamdm; 5) Ludgbbom. LobogoMymo gobymaoemgde goboggdwo FoMob bobohotym
Logdgl, bmemm LodbgMmm-Lodgommm gobymaoemgde 30 LOdgNMEMLEYIgL. 39bgMmomyto Bhodol gobymanemgdo dgwagdmes ggdsbo
L9gd300LOEYL: Lom3gHmoEom; LomMmagoboBoiom; LosthomgMmom; LoobgobMHm-Lodhgdbozm; LodbgMm-Lodmgom o LodbgMm-Loobhm&Mom
96d030. 1919 Bemob 29 03¢m0LL Bomgdyemo d9006HoMmgdemo dogmgdnlb dmBymdol sbogmo 306mbol dnbg300 LodnbobhM ML 5EdnboLEHGMOE0YTo
396ym@30emgdd 3oo39meo Lodbgm 3obymanmgdo, LodbgMmm Lobobohotmm o LodbgMmm Lodgomemm gobymanemgdgdo oO39mE
L9di09d0 o 8930000 LodbgtMm Lodbgm gobymagnemgdoly 893oga9bemmdodn. 03039 300YmMaNENgdOdo o300, 3obodg ggbgtommydmo
dho0ob boompoemgMom o Loobgobmm-bohgdbozm bgdizngdn. LodobobhEmmL boghmm gobymanemgds 30 goe3gmwos bodbgwMmm LodobohHmb
300(390m060000. 3909MomY®0 hodol gobymanmgdodo oMmBo 4 Lgdzoo: 1) Mm3gModoymo; 2) Lodbgdmm bodmgom; 3)30639tmoMoo; 4)
Lodbg®mm-boobmGom oMmdozol Bogbmboiogn, Lom®Maobodogom Lgdsoe 30 ™m3ghohoymo bLgdzoob ©ogd399gdetgoodn  goEO300.
Lodnbobh®MAn dg0ddbo Lodbg®mm Loddm, GMAgMOE M9aYMOMYo IoMmobo O 3306000l OObeMMgdol o dom 3MmmMEobotmgdyem
3n8omdol nbobogs 3086oc. bodbgMmm Loddmado vbg3g Bg0gdbe 3PeHYMYI-Logobdsbomemgdmm Lgdizoo.
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Ministry if Military Affairs and the Ministers

According to the legislation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, the supreme body of the Georgian Armed Forces was the Nation-
al Council (Constituent Assembly since 1919), the executive body of which was the government, namely the Ministry of Military Affairs.
In 1918-1919 Grigol Giorgadze headed the Ministry of Military Affairs; From March 1919 to January 1920 Noe Ramishvili, from January
1920 to December of the same year Grigol Lortkipanidze and from December 1920 to the occupation of Georgia Nikoloz (Parmen)
Chichinadze. The military minister originally had only one comrade (deputy), he was the chief adviser to the minister, and if the matter
was not of a principled, political or budgetary nature, he could decide the matter independently. The first deputy was invariably General
Alexander Gedevanishvili. The second deputy post was held at different times by generals: llia Odishelidze and Zakaria Mdivani.

By law of 1918, the Ministry of Military Affairs consisted of six divisions: General; From the Personnel, General Staff, Administrative,
Military Sanitary and Military Battalion Divisions. The duty of the General Department was to open, review, distribute the incoming mail
to the Ministry, and finalize the Minister’s orders and decrees. The personnel department was in charge of officers and officers, appoint-
ment-dismissal, transfer-transfer, rewarding. The administrative department consisted of 5 sections: 1) budget; 2) food; 3) luggage and
furniture; 4) housing / parking; 5) Retirement. The sanitary department was in charge of the army’s sanitation, while the military-veterinary
department was in charge of the veterinarian issues. The General Staff Division consisted of six sections: Operational; Organizational;
Artillery; Engineering-technical; Naval and Military-Historical Archives. According to the new law on the arrangement of the armed forces
adopted on July 29, 1919, the administrative department of the Ministry was transformed into a military department, the military sanitary
and military battalion divisions were transformed into sections and became part of the military financial department. the Artillery and
Engineering-Technical Sections of the General Staff moved previously to the same department. The General Department of the Ministry
was transformed into the Chancellery of the Military Ministry. There are 4 sections left in the General Staff Department: 1) Operative; 2)
Navy; 3) Chancellery; 4) The library of the military-historical archive, the organizational section has been transferred to the operational
section. A military council was set up in the ministry to bring the regular army and Guards closer together and coordinate their work. A
cultural-educational section was also established in the Military Council.



3®0gmm gom®godg (1879-1937) - LdocM3gMML EgIM3HIHOYMO Ggb3ydemo3ol
Lodbgo®m  dobobh®o 1918-1919 Bemgddo. ghogmen gombgodg 1879 Bgmb
9900o0bdo  o0dOE. OEIMOZEMO  Fgmoobolb  Lobymogéhm bLgdobotoo, B9dgy 30
LBogEMMOO Hoddybe o mEgbob Pbo3gdLodhghgddn. 1907 Brmowob LBszmMd
bot3m30b  1603geLodhadholb 0xGmoonm  BO3PWHIHBY.  LMENOM-gMIBVHOYIO
3obhoob 69300. 1918 Bemob 03Mo-3o0Ldo ogm 03096 30330L00L WYMo
©9b390em030L  Lodbg®mm Fobobhto, bmmmm bLogdommzgmmL  EIMY30009dMAL
300m3bogdob 8980093 30 Logommzgmmb MgLb3ydemozol bodbg®dm dobobhto 1919
Bemol oM dhodg. 1921 Bgemb Lodgmmo GPLgmol dogem  bogdohmzgmmb m3y3sEool
9980093 oMmABY Lodo®mzgemman. 1930 Bl goosbobmgl o ovdotodthgl, 1933
B9emb gogoobobemgl yoBobgmdn o 1937 Bgemb cobztmotgl.

1918-19216emgdo

ROH® EOEYM0d bogomm3gmb ghmabym vMhdgozdo

Grigol Giorgadze (1879-1937) — Minister of Military Affairs of the Democratic Republic
of Georgia in 1918-1919. Grigol Giorgadze was born in 1879 in Kutaisi. Graduated
from Kutaisi Theological Seminary, and then studied at the Universities of Tartu and
Odessa. From 1907 he studied at the Faculty of Law of Kharkov University. Member
of the Social Democratic Party.

In April-May 1918 he was the Minister of Military Affairs of the Transcaucasian Feder-
al Republic, and after the declaration of Independence of Georgia he was the Minister
of Military Affairs of the Republic of Georgia until March 1919. He remained in Geor-
gia after the occupation of Georgia by Soviet Russia in 1921. Was deported in 1930,
arrested, deported to Kazakhstan in 1933, and executed by a firing squad in 1937.
1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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6cg H530830¢m0 (1881-1930) - bogdomzgemmb gdm3Gaghonmo 6gbdydemozol bodbgtm
3060bh®o 1919-1920 Bemgddo. bmg Mod08300m0 ONdOO MBYMZgmoL FodEob Lemxgem
Ly©9d80 1881 Bgmmb. VEdMEzEO Jymoobol bLobymoghm bgdobotmos. 1901 Bgemb
Roodo®o  hoGmhnl 1603gdmbohaholb oydmoonm Bo3NmHIHdg, 90g3Med Mg3mMYNG
Log3006mMddd0  RVdToL  godm  1NB39MLOGHIHNWED ZoMoEbgl, oym  E3oHN3IOYMO O
3oobobemgdymo.  1908-1909 Bemgddo LBO3MMOES  MoomEegol 1NBo3gdLodhghdo.
Logdomm3gmmb  LmE0om-gdm3Mohonmo Jothool (390dhMmomyGo 3mBohghol Bg3to.

| 08096 30330L00b BIEIOEY HYL3Yd030L B0bogob Logddgms BobobhMa. bogoHmagmmb

03mY300090cmmd0L godmsbogdol 8930093 900 M30L 3o633eMMBOB0 0ym FMO3MMINL
003330m3otyg. 1918-1921 Bemgddo oym 1HE3emgemo B0bogob Logdgme dobobhto, 1919

| Bemob 3o hoob -1920 Bemob 006360b Bomzmom 30 Lddbg®O® FobobEhMmo. Lbgowolbgo

3960m©30 0gm gobomemgdol 30bobhMmo o Logomgm Logddgmo dobobh®olb dmazoemgmdnl
993G IdgMOE. OIMYN30IOIMMINL O3M330L 3930093 Bo30d 930g3MV30080, Looo3
0Jhon®o bgemaddm3aob9emmos vbhobom3Y3o0m dmdGmomdsl. bmg Modndznemo, 1930
Bemob 7 09399096, Loddmmo b3gELOALObYMIINL EO39eMgdem, 3060dd0 , Jotm3zgemdo
900360bh3o 3060396 $063y30d93 Im 3eme.

1919 Bgemo

ROH®  EOEYMod  md0emobob 03069  $930b0d300mol  Lobgemmdol  LobgemdBogzm
160396Lohghob dodgmommg39d0

Noe Ramishvili (1881-1930) - Military Minister of the Democratic Republic of Georgia in
1919-1920. Noe Ramishvili was born in 1881 in the village of Surebi, Ozurgeti region.
Graduated from Kutaisi Theological Seminary. In 1901 he was admitted to the Faculty of
Law of the University of Tartu, but was expelled from the University for his involvement
in revolutionary activities, was arrested and exiled. From 1908 to 1909 he studied at the
University of Leipzig. Member of the Central Committee of the Georgian Social-Demo-
cratic Party. Minister of Internal Affairs of the Transcaucasian Federal Republic. He was
the Prime Minister of Georgia for a month after the declaration of independence. From
1918 to 1921 he was the Minister of the Interior, and from March 1919 to January 1920
he was the Minister of Military Affairs. At various times he also served as the Minister
of Education and the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. After the loss of independence
he emigrated, where he actively led the anti-occupation movement. Noe Ramishvili was
killed by Parmen Chanukvadze, a Georgian emigrant, in Paris on December 7, 1930, on
the instructions of the Soviet special services.

1919

Photo from the Library of lvane Javakhishvili State University



3M0gmm mm®Gogogobodg (1881-1937)-bodocmzgemmmb 0gdm 3Gadh0nmo Hgb3ndemozob
bodbgtm dobobh®o 1920 Bgmb. aMogmen mmmmndogobodg 1881 gl gymoobiol
30860l Lvaggem 0LEEMBo PONBOD. EOOFMOZMS JYmMoobol bomegzoedboydmhm g0dbodos.
LBO3EMMOS MLl Y6039GLOHIHT0, $96 LdBgENEEBM, bmemm d9dc9a 30 PLHME0YM-
BOMMMENH  BOINMHIHBI.  M93mmY0do  LdgB0obmdoLbm3aL  Modwgbigt3dg
30M03baLb P6039MLOHIHNYG. 0ym O3ohH0IMOYMO O goabobemgdnemo. 1918 Bgeml
00GOYbo Logdommzgmmmao. 1920 Bemol 00636006 03039 Bemol 093930M0dg 0ym
bodbgem  30bobH™o, bmemm 0939906000  Lodomm3gmmmb  OFMY300090eMMANL
003063300009 3obomemgdol BoboLh®o. odogMmmymeo 1920 Bmmob Bogbyemoob
99003090000 030390000 30003MMINL MO333MBIMOL MOBETYIMBL. oym B9L3YdIM030L
0030003300 LodgML 693G0. OYLYN-LodoMmMN39emmL 1921 Bemob ™oL dmeMm 9ho3dg,
36M0gmmo, 17-18 domhob gnmoobolb dmemo3o®mo3909080 3mozmmdoL Bo®mamowagbos,
Lo dm3g30390L bgemobymemgdol goo39d0Le O 3030¢hYemoEool dmmbmabody
0600 3obysbows. 3MY300090cmmMdOL 300330l 399093 oMABY LodoMm3gmmmAn o
Bogdo obhobom3Y3oEom dmdMHomdvdn. ddob godm ol ov3ohndtglb o gooobobemgl,
LodMMMmME 30 1937 Bgmb obz®modgb.

1920-0060 6emgdo

ROAHM YIS bogo®mmzgmmb 3otmemadgbholb ghm3abnm dodemommg3o80

Grigol Lortkipanidze (1881-1937) - Military Minister of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia in 1920. Grigol Lortkipanidze was born in 1881 in the village of Isriti, Kutaisi
region. He graduated from Kutaisi Noble Gymnasium. He studied at the University of
Odessa, first at the Faculty of Medicine and then at the Faculty of History and Philol-
ogy. He was expelled from the university several times for his revolutionary activities.
Was arrested and deported. He returned to Georgia in 1918. From January 1920 to
December of the same year he served as Minister of Military Affairs, and from Decem-
ber until the loss of Georgia’s independence he was Minister of Education. At the same
time, from the summer of 1920, he held the position of Prime Minister. Was a member
of the Defense Council of the Republic. At the last stage of the Russian-Georgian war
of 1921, Grigol represented the government in the Kutaisi talks of March 17-18, where
he refused the Bolshevik demand of power transfer and capitulation. After the loss of
independence, he stayed in Georgia and joined the anti-occupation movement. Be-
cause of this he was arrested and deported, and finally executed in 1937.

1920s

Photo from National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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300396 dodobodg (1873-1921) -bodobHmagmmb  gdmztohoygmo  Hgbdydemozolb
bodbg®m Bobobhto 1920-1921 Bemgddo. V0doEY 1873 Bgemb Jymoobolb dodMob
boogggem 3mEMaobdn. oodmogko gymoobol gndbodoo, bmemm 89dwga 30 bothzmaol
160396bohgholb LddgEoEbm BOIIMAHIH. 1900-006 Bemgddo Rogds GM93MEMY3YE
LOg3006MBY0, Mob godmE MV3EIBFIMIY OnIMgL O gooobobemal. 1919 Bmoob
ob ogm bogo®mzgmmb d0bogob Logdgmo FnbobMmol dmoanemg, bmemm 1920 Bemol
093990600006 30 LdAbgEGO™M 3060bHEO. LdJoMMN3IMML EEFMY300IIMMBOL EO3M330L
9990938 oMBo Lodo®mzgemmdn. 1921 Bemol 036030 Loddmmo bgmobyxmgded ob
gm39ema 3060 dMmMgool 3oMgdg oodohodmo. bogobggdm 3mdoboob (Bg3o) Lot ombo
o 3990093 30bob 3dodg 306HMdgddo 030 ©300 Bobo o 1921 Bemob mghmadgHao
$3060L 96:gd0m oMo 339ems. Lo 3MIOM3S 0 VBAHNLOdIZMMO EIFMBLHGMOEBNOL
3000009(30.

1910 Bgemo

ROAH™ Y00 bugomzgmmb ghmabym stdosdo

Parmen Chichinadze (1873-1921) - Military Minister of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia in 1920-1921. He was born in 1873 in the village of Godogani, Kutaisi region.
He graduated from Kutaisi Gymnasium, and then from the Medical Faculty of Kharkov
University. He became involved in revolutionary activities in the 1900s, for which he
was arrested and deported several times. From 1919 he was the Deputy Minister of
Internal Affairs of Georgia, and from December 1920 he was appointed as Minister of
Military Affairs. He remained in Georgia after the loss of Georgia’s independence. In
June 1921, the Soviet authorities arrested him without charge. He fell ill in the base-
ment of the Emergency Commission (Cheka) and harsh conditions of the prison, and
died in October 1921 of a brain infection. His funeral turned into a large anti-Soviet
demonstration.

1910

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia



segdbobrby 3903260330
boBbgba AnBabdtob 06589353,

aaBabam-3s0mbn

3. 6. 30M.~H30dJ.

boJobrmggmal bgb3mderogob
boBbgbm 8nBobbn

%. 5. 3ogsbo
bodbgedm Bobab®bob Bgmbg oo~
6289359, agbgogm-donmbn

1918 B9emb 0dh 3039090 bdbgtm bodobobh®mb d¢hohgool
3963060 Hg000m0 Bgomo. m31ndgbhdo gobdomhgdyemos budobobhGmmb
000MIY0 3o6yma30emgdnl bogdoobmdnl bazgdmm o dobo BYbYi3eo.
1918 Bgemo

©M31396¢h0 oYM bogdodmagmmlb ghm3zbyem oM dozdo

Letter of Explanation from the Personnel of the Ministry of Military
Affairs approved in 1918. The document explains the scope of
activities of each department of the Ministry and its function.

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

bodbg®m 30boLAHMO gMogmem gomMmaadg s dobo dmoangmggdn, 3969Memadn
0emggLobo®g 96OH™MB0308306m0 o Bogdotos 8cen3060. JHbogmo MHglidydemozol
$060, N1 1918 Bemob 1 093930960

J9bom0 o300 LOJoMOM3gEMML JoEIEMdIbHOL 9PM361M dodTmom™My3530

Military Minister Grigol Giorgadze and his deputies, Generals Alexander
Andronikashvili and Zakaria Mdivani. Journal of the Army of the Republic, N1
December 1, 1918

The journal is kept in the Mational Library of the Georgian Parliament
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Personnel of the Ministry of Military Af-
fairs: Military Minister - Grigol Giorgadze
(in the center). General Varden Tsulukid-
ze, General Vladimer Imnadze, General
Giorgi Kavtaradze, Colonel V. Tulashvili,
Colonel K. Beridze, Colonel K. Jand-
ieri, Lieutenant Colonel K. Khomeriki,
Lieutenant Colonel A. Tsagareli, Captain
N. Giorgadze, Rotmistir N. Amilakh-
vari, Captain D. Gotsiridze, Captain I.
Gebeladze, Captain G. Kartsivadze,
Staff-Captain - G. Abkhazi, Staff - Cap-
tain M. Gedevanishvili, Lieutenant A.
lakobashvili, D. Karichashvili, Tsvetov.
Thilisi, 1918

Photo from the National Archives of
Georgia

bodbgMmm LdobobHMML MObEFIGMIgmgdo:

bodbg®m 30bobh®o - gogmen gomMmaadg ((396h®3n). 3gbgtocmo 30609b Byemy30dg, 396960 3eMOENdgH 036ody, 3gbgtocmo gomtmgon

do3m0Modg, 3mem3m36030 3. MYEO830em0, 3Me3m36030 3. 0960dg, 3MEN3M36030 3.3596000960, 3ME3MEN3M36030 3.bMBgMH030, 3M3MEN3M36030
0.(3089609m0, 3030060 6.30mM30dg, HMAHTLAHMO 6.080gMb30M0, 3930460 ©.3ME30M0dY, 30300060 0.39090mdY, 3030000 3.doM3030d9, Ahodb-3030¢ob0
0.bYem0308300m0, dhodb-3030¢0b0 3.030080, Ghodl-3030¢h0bo 3.3900939608300m0, 3EONR30 ©.003MBS8300M0, (0.30M0403300m0, (3390H™30.

0d0emobo, 1918 Bgemo

BOHM EOEIM00 bogommzgmmb ghm3zbym oM dozdo.



1919 Bemob 29 03emobl ©oda3dbgdgemo 3rgd0lb ogth 30emgdymo 8900MHMgdYM dommod 330MmM39emmdL BmBymdoL 306mbo. dbogmo
396mbom, LEAbgEO™® LEANBOLAHG ML Bogs LHMYIHYGO 0633990 (33¢m0emgd9d0 3oboEdEY. Jom JmMob yzgmodg 3608369cmm306
0ygm boBobobh®mL d0gbom LodbgtMm Lodgmb RsdmyYdsmNdgds, HMBgMOE B 9aYMIMYMO $3G0LO O 3306 E00L odbemgdsls o
3mmMH0boE0oL 0bobogws 30836oc.

1919 Bgemo

©m379396(h0 oYM bodo®mzgmml gbhmazbyem oMhdogdo

Law of the Armed Forces, adopted by the Constituent Assembly on July 29, 1919. Under the new law, the internal structure of the Min-
istry of Military Affairs has undergone certain changes. Most important among them was the establishment of a military council within
the ministry, aimed at bringing together and coordinating the regular army and the guard.

1919

The document from the National Archives of Georgia
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LogdoM™M390mmL MMM M9L3YO030L bdbgtm bdobobh®mb doo

LAHOIIOIG0.
1918 Bgemo

©mM39396(h0 oYM bagotmzgemmb ghmabyem sédosdo

Internal structure of the Ministry of Military Affairs of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia.

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

bodbg®™m bdboLHGML HgTgBMbOL 6MIGYdOL boo.
1920 B9¢mo
©™39996¢h0 o300 bodoMmazgmmmb ghm3zbym stgnzdo

Telephone directory of the Ministry of Military Affairs.
1920
Document from the National Archives of Georgia



d01330MbIMOTMJB0, 336dMHIMIMO d0Jd0L IVMHMLJILGO ©J bb3y
db0d363™M3u60 badbd®MM 30MAd0

30639em0  Mgb3ndemozol  39MomEdn  dmo30MboMmEmol  mobodgdmds, dbmmme  bLomdotmo bog®mbolb o6 ™3dob 3gMomedo
093690meo. 1918-1921 Bemgddo, bbgogobbge 39G0mEadn dmogzoMmbotmo Lodo gg9bgtoemo onbndbo: gomMmaon 330b0¢odg, semgdLobrpthyg
3900930008300m0 0O 0eM0d ME0dgemoadg. Lodngg JomgobL, Lodbgdmm LodbobyMo dgagol MYLyMOL 6EHB0o80 3gmbroo oByYgdyemo, Ludbgwpthm
LOLBO3EMIGINMVD 9HMOE OFMO3MGIYM 39mbm g9bghoemy®mo Jhodol v30¢09300, 33060¢0dglb O MENBgmadg 30639¢M0 MObMH0gNm,
bmmm 390093060830embL 3gmtg MobM0gom.  ™mE0dgemadgl o 33000¢hodglb dmboBogmgmos 3gmbom domgdgmo GYPLgm-003mboobe o
30639cm dbmagmom m3gddn, bmemm 3g90093000830emL 30 30639¢m dbmmemom mddo. MgLb3ndemozol Lodboby®mado dgbigemobol, oo oo
09MMH0YM0 3obommgdd o 3MOJH03nmo 3odmE30mgde 3Jmbeom. 1918-1919 Bemgddo ggbgtmommy®m hodlL bomoggdo gwao 39bg9Momo
0em9gdLobMg dbM™b0308300m0, bmemm 1919 Bemol ©330bdHMED 030 8gi330tmo 3MeM3m360330 demgdbobdmg BodoMmoodgd, HmIgembos
396900l Bmegde 3096030 o LogoMMN3gEMML OTMY3000goeNMBNL PO30MZ303009 grgo JhodL Lomo398n. MMN3g Jomaobl JmboBogmgmde
39mbeoo domgdymo 30th39em dbmamom Mo o POIMV3MYOYMO 3dmbom 3gbgMmomyto dhodol ©30009d00. 03 bymgnemoEsb y39emedg
300M(30000M0 0¢M0d ME03gemadg 0gm, AbmaEom Mol EOML 0go oym 3mMIPLob 3gmeyto; 9300l 8hodob YBGMLO o vMB3ool Lotommas,
0930 ®9L3Y0em030L LdLobYMBo Mo30 o 396 3odmoRnbs. oMo Bgdmm Rodmmzmmacmo bymo oMb, Mglidndemozol dgooMomgdyem
doemgddn Lbgogobbgo 3gMmomedn, Lb3owobbgo MVbEdEYIMBOBY, LEABYMIGM boBNM9dTn, BhodgdLo ™Y ©FNBELHMOENYM MBOTEIIMOYdBY
45-9009 39696moemads 0dboby®ms. 3omgob 23 Lodomm39mmL EdMY3009d0emMMdOL Zodmbogdodeg 1339 0ym ggbgdmomo, bmmm 22-b 30
9Lb3dm030L 39Mm0medo dngbods 9L Bmegde. LudbgMmm LobBSZMgATN oML ghMOE, MMbL EFMO3MdIYIMo 3gmbro ggbgtoemy®ma dhodol
039009300, 9ONL LM HOMIMOM ©30009000. Y39emo Fomaobl 3gmbeoo 30M3zgem Abmamom m3ddo dmboboemgmds domgdyemo, bmemm 16 30
MHLgm-003mbool (1904-190566) ™mdBos. 30M39emo Mgb3ndemozolb 3gbgtmemgdoob yzgmodg dghow Mgbdydemozolb Bo®mImgdyem ™m3dgddo
30mMa0 33060hodgd o gomMagn 3086008300m3s godmoRobgl mogo.

330M000b 3000306 dhodl bLumo39d0 9L 30eMIMND (39¢M03M) FYM9emo , Fob b3gEoomYE LodbgMm Zobomemgds vt doymos MY ol
99Lobgd bogdo®mmzgmmmPo Loddmmo MYLgMOL bodbg®mm odhodg, 3969Momo 3v3emg bohobo Bgts - 000 IMb39dgd0l 3gmbg 3otmm3bgde,
dogm0ob 30B0bobvbymo. 0930 oo 306Moo bododoEg, goddgomds s godbbgzgdal Pbodma. MoMbgdoldmyzotgs, YMRgzboo brmxgemado oymb
30603900, 300009 Jogmogddn dgmy. bodbg®mm bLogdglb 03bmAL IMogdhn3ymo bozymomo LododoEol Bysemmdom, dMBYnbzdemg dgmoN”.
330600l Lodbg®mm F9moYMHd0ELD ©bg3g godmoMmABgmes $0380630¢hoMgdgmmo MVBAnl dgmoyto, Mgzmenyiool 3oém3zgem dbgMo
(690600000) B009gd79em0 36000896 (39¢MEP00) 3MFYSdY.
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Commanders-in-Chief, Chiefs of General Staff and other important
military personnel

During the First Republic, the post of Commander-in-Chief was created only during an existing threat or period of war. In 1918-1921,
three generals were appointed commanders in different periods: Giorgi Kvinitadze, Alexander Gedevanishvili and llia Odishelidze. All
three of them had started their military service in the Tsarist Russian Army, were graduates of the General Staff Academy and the military
academy, Kvinitadze and Odishelidze with the first rank, and Gedevanishvili the second rank. Odishelidze and Kvinitadze took part in
the Russia-Japan and the First World Wars, while Gedevanishvili took part in the First World War. Upon entering the service of the Re-
public, they had a great deal of theoretical education and practical experience. In 1918-1919, the General Staff was headed by General
Alexander Andronikashvili, and from August 1919 he was replaced by Colonel Alexander Zakariadze, who was promoted to the rank of
General and headed the General Staff until Georgia lost its independence. Both of them had participated in World War | and had gradu-
ated from the General Staff Academy. The most experienced of these five was llia Odishelidze, who was the corps commander during
World War [; Chief of Staff of the Army and Commander of the Army, however, did not show his worth in the service of the Republic. In
addition to the five individuals listed above, up to 45 generals have served in the Armed Forces of the Republic at various times, in vari-
ous positions, units, headquarters or administrative positions. 23 of them were already generals before the declaration of independence
of Georgia, and 22 were awarded this rank during the Republic. Along with the military academies, four had graduated from the General
Staff Academy, one from the Artillery Academy. All of them had taken part in the First World War, and 16 of them in the Russo-Japanese
War (1904-1905). Giorgi Kvinitadze and Giorgi Mazniashvili were at their best among the most of the generals of the First Republic.

The General Staff of the Guard was headed by Valerian (Valiko) Jugheli. Has great personal courage, bravery and the ability to en-
courage. Dignified, he prefers to be first in the village rather than second in the city. He knows the military work practically thanks to his
own bravery, he is a brilliant leader. Vladimer (Valodia) Goguadze, the commander of the armored detachment and the first equestrian
(knight) of the revolution, was also distinguished from the military commanders of the Guard.



3909Gomo gomMan 33000¢hodg (1874-1970) - LodoMmm3gmmmb 306m3gcmo  Hgbidydemozol 3gooMomgdnemo domgdol 3mo30MLbOMEOMN. OV3MVZM
000em0bob 309dhme budbgtmm LobBogmmgdgmo, 3ghgcdn®maolb 3mbLhebHbgL Lobgemmdol budbgr®mm LobBO3mMgdgmO O 39bgdmomy®o 8hodol v3909d0s.
dmbobomgmde Hybgm-003mboobe s 30639tm dbmagemom ™mdgddo. 306H39em dbmgeom ™o 30339b00L BOMBAHBY 0ym 030800L o MM Jgdmbggzodo
™m0 0030800bo O 3080300 0M0ZoEOLOZLD 8gdaoM0 Lom3ghmoEom $33330L dhodol YBGML. Moz bodbgdhm MmMEgbms Bm&mob domgdymo 3Jmbeoo
6306000 gomMaol 0otMomo o 3gmmbg botobbob mMgbo. 1917 Bemol d938meamdnob odhoy® dmboBoengmdol 0mgds 30330L00L BOMBHBY Jotmymo
3m6H3LoL Bodmyoemdgdol bogdgdn. 1918 Bemolb doobdo dogbodo 3gbgoem-doomMmol Bmgdo o O0b0dbs ©309M30330b00l MgLidndemnzol Fotgdol
3000300boMEMO©. Logo®mm39mmmb IMY300090emmB0L Zodmbogdol 39393 0ym 9006HOMgdYEMo doengdol 306H39cmo dmogodmbotomn. 1918 Bemol
09393096380, gom®ao 33060¢0dg Loobemm-8mo396MH0L BHMBEHOL bLotmob, ggbgdom gomMmgo 3o8600830emal Logoemg dhodol YBGMLO® o06086s. 3ob
1919 Bemol 909G 30m-3oMm 3o vbomzobgbo o dMHO9630 Bohdothgdymo Lodbg®mm m3gMmoins Roodo®mo, bowog 9.6 ,,bodbMgm-obogmgm 30339b00b”
300036™0L 900000 gOYMmo BME0MH OO0 O 9Z0MIGM030 LI3oMOHLAHII EOOTOM3bY. Bob O B3emaemo Bgohobo, 1919 Bgmb, Jommyemmo bodbgdOm
L3meEOb oOMLYdNTn o nym dobo 30639cmo bgemddm3069em0.1920 Bemol 29 v3M0mb g9bgtmomo 33060¢0dg 89006H0MgdYIO dogmgdol Fmoz3oMLOM MO
0060860 o 93039 Bemolb 3o0LBo, P339 3oLEOZMYOP VBgMIVOES00EOL Lodotmzgmmman 8gdmdtmommo Loddmms GyLbgmol 3g-11 Bomgemo o&3ool
6060¢mg00 oodoM3bo. MYLgm-bogommzgmmb 1921 Bemob ™Mol O™ML , 16 Mgdghzomb gom®mao 33060¢hodg 3gbgthoem oemos Mm0dgmmadol bogzemo
300030MboMEMO© 060865, 33060¢0dgd Md0MOLMOE Hodgbndg JoMmEbo v393s Bomgm v®B0sl, MPIEe LEdMEMMME bodomzgmmb m3y3o30ob 939z
9803Mo3080 B530000. oMo 1970 Bgemb Log®obzgmBo. 2013 Bgmb, 3gbgMom 33060¢hodglb Logdo®mmagmmlb ghmabymo gdotmob Bmegds dngbogo.
dobo 693¢0 2021 Bgemb Logo®mm39emmaBn RoAMOL3YbL o 3B30bENL 306mgmban o 3Mdomgl.

RmdhmBg 39bgMommo 33060h0dg Jommzgmo 3oM0ob303900L gotgdm33080.

1918 Bgemo

ROHM EOEYM0s bogommzgmmb Jo6hmodgbhol 9thm3abym dodmmommg3odo

General Giorgi Kvinitadze (1874-1970) - Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the First Republic of Georgia. Graduated from the Tbilisi Cadet
Military School, the Constantine Military School in St. Petersburg and the General Staff Academy. Participated in the Russo-Japanese War and the First
World War. On the Caucasus front during the First World War he was the chief of staff of a division twice the two divisions the operational group consist-
ing together with a Cossack brigade. Among the many military orders he had received St. George’s Arms and the Order of the Fourth Degree. From the
autumn of 1917 he took an active part in the formation of the Georgian corps on the Caucasus front. In May 1918 he was promoted to the rank of Major
General and was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Transcaucasian Republic. He was the first Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces after the
declaration of independence of Georgia. In December 1918, Giorgi Kvinitadze was appointed Chief of Staff of General Giorgi Mazniashvili, Commander
of the Sadakhlo-Shulaveri Front. In February-March 1919, he carried out a successful military operation in Akhaltsikhe and Artaan, where he defeated
the armed formations of the so-called “South-West Caucasus” government and local separatists. He made a great contribution to the establishment of
the Georgian Military School in 1919 and was its first supervisor. On April 29, 1920, General Kvinitadze was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces, and in May of the same year, he defeated parts of the 11th Red Army of Soviet Russia, which had already invaded Georgia from Soviet
Azerbaijan. During the Russian-Georgian war of 1921, on February 16, Giorgi Kvinitadze was appointed Commander-in-Chief instead of General llia
Odishelidze. Kvinitadze inflicted several defeats to the Red Army near Thilisi, but eventually emigrated after the occupation of Georgia.

Died in 1970 in France. In 2013, General Kvinitadze was awarded the title of National Hero of Georgia. His body was brought to Georgia in 2021 and
buried in Mtatsminda Pantheon.

In the photo, General Kvinitadze surrounded by Georgian soldiers.

1918

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament.
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39696Mocmo gomtgao 33060¢hodg
General Giorgi Kvinitadze

396960 308600330em0l dgbobgd gomMan 330b60¢hodg Bgthes: ,39696Moemo 3o8600330¢m0 30030 0ym. MOI9bYgMdg 36obgy
bEdMEM9d0L 398 o 8990demod O303MBAM. 3od0boE3 FoTOEYMOE 073930, MM3O LogoE0s dogN0ob MY, dg0demgdo 0mg3sl,
™3 3900090 LOTOT30LEVD Botogmgde 300093. 0L bdoMoE Hob3O3L LoZYMOMO MV30m, MVIIbE9Mdg gndemgdmeo dobo
00306330, M3 doem0ob 00 obozemobo 0gbgdmeo Azgbmzal*.

1910-0060 Bemgdo

ROMAH® OEYM0d bogoMm3zgemmb 306 Mdgbhol 9MH ™36 dodemommg3od0

Giorgi Kvinitadze wrote about General Mazniashvili: “General Mazniashvili was brave. | have observed his behaviour under
the fire several times and | can testify, remains brave even under extremely difficult conditions. It can be said that he harms
himself by excessive courage. He often risks his life and there were moments when we could have lost him and it would
have become a great loss for us. *

1910s

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



Lodgmmo Mybgmolb Lodbg®mm ©oB39M3 39bgMomm gomtgo
33060¢)odol Bgbobgd Bgbeoo: ,q30bo, 3odoi0, $330060. dobo
Hogdhozo - omHh300900, 39dhase. Robgdymo I3meby soMmoboime
BLogmeMmz0oLbe, 00 060300¢HN30L Jo¢HHMb0. 3ob ghmoEgH ™S
390606mRY6o Bgbogthgdo moz0l 6oBoemgddn ROHMbHBgL sotgdol
030l &mmL. dGdmmodn bHmoow Pdodoto; ool dobgdol
303bbg3900 o Fomn gohoEgdd. 693090, 30616yY39hem03 96930
303060mLL. boy3gmgbm M@OEIMm Johmymo FoMobo. “BmdmBg
3969600 33060¢0dg Johrm3gm o 39hdobgem bodbgtdmgdl
dmtob.

1918 Bgemo

BOH® EOEYM00 bogomzgmmb ghmabym othgdozdo

The Soviet Russian military intelligence wrote about General Giorgi Kvinitadze: “ardent, brave, smart. His tactics - excitement, attack. An excellent
expert on soldier psychology, a master of great initiative. He was the only one to maintain decency in his units during the disbandment of the troops
on the front. Completely fearless in battle; Knows how to encourage the masses and their passion. Nervous, constantly smoking a cigarette. The best

officer of the Georgian army. ”

In the photo, General Kvinitadze between the Georgian and German servicemen.
1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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3969M3¢m0 0em0d MENdgemady (1865-1930-0060 Eemgdo) - bogdo®mggmmb 3o6m3gemo Mgb3ydemnzolb Bgoatomgdnmo doemgdal
80003060bOMEOMO. EO03MOZMO MBoOLOL 3o09hmo Lodbg®mm bobBogmMgdgemo, dmb3zm3z0L vemgdbobodalb  Lobgemmadol
Lodbg®mm LOLBOZMIdMO O 39bgMHoeYEmO Jhodol 039009300, dMbIBOENgMAS MYLYM-003MbooLY o 30&m39em dbmaTmom
®39030. 1914 B9emb ob 1339 3909GOmM-amgohgbobihol Bmegdol d¢hotgdws. 3063gem Abmeemom mddo ogm G300l dhodol
33OMLO, 30MH3PLoL IgMoYPH0 o 3060y bbb gobdogmmdodo bbgobobgs 96H30ol oo, 3Mogom bdbghm mtMwgbms
dméob dogdynmo 3gmbeod 630bo gom®maol 00Momo o 3gmmbg botobbob mmgbo. bogomzgmmb 306H3gemo Hgbdndemozol
3960m30 Lbgoolbgd &ML oym Ludbg®mm Bobobdh®mob dmoanmg, Lodbg®mm Lodgmb B9360, MO3w0(330L Loddmb Bg3Mo
0 1920 Bemob 09398000006 1921 Bemob 16 mgdgdzemodg 39006memgdnemo dogmgdol dmogombotmeomo. bodomagmmb
03MY300090emmd0L o30Ma30L 89dcg9a Bo30000 980aMoE0odn. bmaGmmde Lho3dYMYn. ol goMEoE39M9d0L Bgemo o
Logo30L BgdoMmgmdS PEbmdNY.

1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROHM OEYIM0d bogo®mmzgmmlb 306modgbhol gHhm36ym dodemommg3o80

General llia Odishelidze (1865-1930) - Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the First Republic of Georgia. Grad-
uated from Thilisi Cadet Military School, the Alexander Military School in Moscow and the General Staff Academy. Partic-
ipated in the Russo-Japanese War and the First World War. By 1914 he was already a lieutenant general. During World
War |, he was the chief of staff of the army, the commander of the corps, and for a short time the commander of various
armies. Among the many military orders he had received St. George’s Arms and the Order of the Fourth Degree. During
the First Republic of Georgia he was at various times Deputy Minister of War, Member of the Military Council, Member of
the Defense Council and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces from December 1920 to February 16, 1921. After the
loss of Georgia’s independence, he emigrated. Lived in Istanbul. The year of his death and the location of the tomb are
unknown.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

dmggdbob®g 390093560830¢m0 (1870-1933) -- bogoGmzgmmb 306H39¢mo Hb3ndem30L g900GHOMYdYM0 dogmgdol dmozoMmbomomo.
0030003600 Md0oLOL 30009¢hme Ludbg®® LobB3MgdgMN, 39h9MdMZ0L 303emal  LobgrmmdnL J3g0mmes Lodbg®mm LobBo3mmgdmmo
o 3969Mommy&0 dhodol ©30009305. IMbOB0MgMdY J06M39¢m dbmemom Mmddo. 3gmoYMMOS 3Mmm3L s dma30069000 ©030800b.
1915 Bgemb d0gb0do 3969Moem-BonmMob Bmegds. 1918-1921 Bemgddo ggbg®omm demgdLobodyg 3gwg3060330emL Lddbg®dm Bobobhmob
3m00030em0ob 006539dMBY Y33eIMOE 93030. 1918 Bemob Boagbyemoob 1919 Bemol goBombyemodeog, oym dgoomomgdyemo dogngdol
80003060bOME0. bodbgmm Loddmb B936a. bLoddmms HYLIMOL BogH Lo M3gemmL ™ 3Y3oE0ob 398093 39690 3900939603300m0
LOFIMIMMB0 OGRS O oM 33979eM0 39H0MEOL 3o633eMMB30, JomYe Bomgem $96m 30 AbobyMMI.. om0z 1933 Bgmb.
md0emobo. 1919 Bgemo

ROH™M OIS bogdo®mmzgmmb ghm3bym oMdozdo

Alexander Gedevanishvili (1870-1933) - Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the First Republic of Georgia. Graduated
from Thilisi Cadet Military School, the St. Pavel Military School in St. Petersburg (also translated as Pavlovsk Military School or
Pavlovsk Military College) and the General Staff Academy. Participated in the First World War. Commanded a regiment and later
a division. In 1915 he was promoted to the rank of Major General. In 1918-1921, General Alexander Gedevanishvili held the po-
sition of Deputy Minister of Defense. From the summer of 1918 to the spring of 1919, he was Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces. Member of the Military Council. After the occupation of Georgia by Soviet Russia, General Gedevanishvili remained in his
homeland and served in the Georgian Red Army for some time. He died in 1933.

Thilisi. 1919

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia




3969600 0emos mE0dgemodg, 30639¢m0 Abmaemom Mol 3033000l BHMBAHBY oMM MABOEIOME ghmo
gotbo. 1917 Bgemo

ROAH™M Y00 3omMao 3odyemool 390dm 3megd300d0

General llia Odishelidze with a wounded officer on the Caucasus front of the First World War.

Karsi. 1917

The photo is preserved in the private collection of Giorgi Mamulia
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360MmB0308300m0 (1871-1923)-bodoGHm39tmmb 30639cm0 BHgL3YdM30L Bgoocomydnemo
dogmgool 3ggb9moemy®o 8hodolb 3R3dmLo. Eoedme3Mme 39hgednMaol 303ecmalb  3mBlihbHNbL Lubgemmaool

bodbg®mm LBLBL3MgdIMO O 3969GOMYMO dhodolb ©30009300. dmbBoBoEMgMO©S J06M39¢m dbmazemom
®0330. 990G MO©S 3me 3L, bmemm dmg30069000 $96 0gm ©030800L Bdhodol o 3990093 30 3MEM3NLob
dhodob ydmbo. 1917 Bgemb Bogbods 39b9tMom-8oomol Bmegde. IMozoem Lodbgr®mm mMgbme
dmob domgdymo 3gmbeoos 630bs gomtmaob no®omo. 1918-1919 Bemgddo ggbgtmomo vbhmboodzoemo
0gm  3gbmogmy® Jhodolb yx®mLo. 1919 - 1921 Bmgddo, 3gdommymo, Lodbgodmm b3mmob
39m0ymhmds. Hybgm-bogdommzgmmb 1921 Bemol Mol 3030boMHgMBOLOL, LoGMEMMdES MdamabLol
003000(330L 30633960 LgghMOL. LodoGmMN3gmMML EVFMY3009dMMBOL O30Ma30L 39dw9a, 3gbgMocmo
960MH™B0308300m0 bogohmM3gtmMmB0 OGRS O oM 3397960 3gH oML gobdozcmmddn, Jomym Bomgmm
00M300L LoEMMOES. MY, 09030OMYMOE, 030 9OM36YMM-3ob3obmv30LYBINgOgm dmdMHomdd8n
Lo0EYIMME Roghmm O OIMY300gdeM®B0L 3modhgdol bLudbgdm 396¢hMaL Bg3to gobeoo.
0emggboboyg  9bEGO™B0303300m0  LdddM™MO bgmmobysmgded 1923 Bemob dooLdo VO30hNdMS o
00039 Bemob 20 doobl, Lodbg®m® (396dhMoL bb3o 693690006 gh Mo, Mg3bgmm 3030L JoM30l
HamohmM0odg obzGmoado.

1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROAHM Y00 bogo®mmzgmmb Jotemodgbholb ghmabnm dodemommg3o80

Alexander Andronikashvili (1871-1923) - Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the First Republic of Georgia. Graduated from the Pavel
Constantine Military School and the General Staff Academy in St. Petersburg. Participated in the First World War. He commanded the regiment, and
later was chief of staff of the division and then chief of staff of the corps. In 1917 he was promoted to the rank of Major General. Among the many mil-
itary orders he had received was St. George’s weapon. 1918-1921 B¢mgoo. In 1918-1919, General Androniashvili was the Chief of General Staff. From
1919 to 1921, he periodically commanded a military school. During the Russian-Georgian war of 1921, he commanded the right-wing defense sector in
Tbilisi. After the loss of Georgian independence, General Andronikashvili remained in Georgia and for some time commanded the Georgian Red Army.
However, in the meantime, he secretly joined the National Liberation Movement and became a member of the Military Center of the Independence
Committee. Alexander Andronikashvili was arrested by the Soviet authorities in May 1923 and executed on May 20 of the same year, along with other
members of the military center, in what is now Vake Park.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



BodoMoodg (1884-1957) - LodoGmggemmb
306390 MHgb3ydemozol  BgooMmomgdymo  dommgdol  ggbgMommydo
dhodob y3®O®bo. ovdmogmo mdomobob 09639 ms g3g0mo bodbg®Om
LobBogmgdgmo o 3gbgMmomy®mo dhodol ©3009800. dmboBoemgmdo
306390m dbmgemom m3dn. ogm dhogowol dhodob yidmbo. IGoz0em
LodbgOm MmMEgbms dmGolb domgdymo 3gmbo 63obs gomMaol
0060m0.  bogohm3zgmmL  EVAMY3009d0MmMAL  3gMhomdn  doomm
3969Mom-3o0mMol Bmeogdo. 1919-1921 Bemgddo ogm ggbgMomydo
dhodolb yxdmbo. Logommzgmmb  EIMY300090emmdol o306z 30L
9900093 6030000 930303000 o  dLobydmde  3menmbgmol
dg006m0mgoyem  dommgddo, Loog d0bodgdymo  3gmbs  ©03080L
39696mmolb  Bmegdo. dgmMg dbmgmom ™ol  oBygoob 9393,
09390 Bonzotd 3g®Bobgemgdl. 0o, 3oemgzg 3ovmagobymmgl,
®ob 399009303, 3969600 3gbhodmb Bgodbgzgmmdol 9398, 1944
Bemodg, 300303080 (3bmzm ™. LomEbemol dmmm Bemgdo 30 3ob
LOEMO639™MB0, Mg30emB0 FoodoMe.
1920 Bgemo
ROH®  EoEYmod  Lodobmmzgmmlb  3ohemodgbhol  gbhm3byem
300emommg 3080

General Alexander Zakariadze (1884-1957) - Chief of the General
Staff of the Armed Forces of the First Republic of Georgia. Graduated
from Thilisi Cadet Infantry Military Academy and General Staff Acad-
emy. First World War participant. Was Chief of Staff of the Brigade.
Among the many military orders he had received was St. George’s
weapon. During the period of independence of Georgia he received
the rank of Major General. From 1919 to 1921 he was Chief of Gen-
eral Staff. After the loss of Georgia’s independence, he emigrated and
served in the Polish Armed Forces, where he was promoted to the
rank of General of the Division. After the outbreak of World War Il, he
was captured by the Germans. However, he was soon released, after
which, under the supervision of the Gestapo, he lived in Warsaw until
1944. He spent the last years of his life in Leville, France.

1920

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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3omgM0db  (30(m03m) $9Mamo (1887-1924) - LJoGM39MML EIIMIBAHOYMO MgL3Pdemozol Loboembm
33960000L boMogo. LBOZEMOO Jgmoobobo s Lmbydol 3odboBogdbe o 39¢hgHmdMaol Pb039tLOtgHIo.
0006 gYmo Bemgdnob Rogdo Gg3memyEon® Logdnobmdodo . 390l Hgg0d0b oge oym o3oh0dgdymog. 1917
B9mb bomoggdo Boyags Bomgmo 330600l Rodmyommndgdol. 1917 Bemob 12 ©9393d96mL, dobo dgmoycmdom,
339600009t gddo  Mdnmobol oGOLYboeMo V030391 o 0d 3obmoggdymo Gybymmo bodbgdm Bobogmgdo
306000600mgL. Lo M39mMML  EOMY30IIMMINL Bemgddo Lomogzgdo goge Lobogmbm 33000l dmozo®
dhodb o 30Moo dmboBomgmds Mgbdndmmozol dogth Bomamgdyem m39d80. dob dgbobgd bogdohmggemmdo
®Lgmob bodbgMm shodg 39bgtomo 3v3emg Lodobo Bgto: ,,,0000 dMmbBO393900L 3Jmbg 306HM369d0, dogmob
3080bcoobobyemo. 9gd3b oo 3oGmoo LoBoBoEg, ZodVIEOMIS O godbbgzgdol P6oMo. MoMLYdALAMY3MY,
16R93600 Lmxgmdo ogmb 306390, 300069 Jommoddo dgmy. Lodbgr®mm Logddgh 0EbmdL 3Modhozgmo
Lo3YMoMo LBodsE0L BydTmMmdom, dGMBYNb3OMYg dgeMONY.” EOIMY300090emMdOL O3M330L B9dgg Bogoo
9803Mo30080 LOEMO63zg™MB0, boor 1923-1924 Bemgddo LomwMobzgmol s®dool 35-9 43900 3mm3d0 FoooMo
L3g0omYG0 BHM360. 1924 Bgmb BOOYMOE OGP Lodo®mmzgemm8n o  vbHLOM3Y3oEOMm d3obyYgd0L
dm3Bogd0lL Logdgdo Roghmm. 1924 Bemol 6 9330LHML 0b o3odhdtgl o 30 v330LAH™L obzGmahal.
1920-1921 Bemgdo

BOH® OEYM00 LG M39mMML 3o6HMo3gbdhol gHM3b7em dodmmommg3080

Valerian (Valiko) Jugheli (1887-1924) - Commander of the People’s Guard of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. Studied at Kutaisi and Sokhumi Gym-
nasiums and St. Petersburg University. From an early age he became involved in revolutionary activities. He was also arrested by the Tsarist regime.
In 1917 he led the formation of the Red Guard. On December 12, 1917, under his command, the Guards occupied Tbilisi arsenal and disarmed the
Russian military units stationed there. During the years of Georgia’s independence, he headed the General Staff of the People’s Guard and personally
participated in the wars waged by the Republic.

The Russian military attaché to Georgia, General Pavel Sitin, wrote about him: “A person great capabilities, extremely purposeful. Has great personal
courage, bravery and the ability to encourage. Dignified, he prefers to be first in the village rather than second in the city. He knows military service in
practice due to his own courage, he is a brilliant leader. “After the loss of Georgia’s independence, he emigrated to France, where underwent special
training in the 35th Infantry Regiment of the French Army in 1923-1924. In 1924 he secretly returned to Georgia and became involved in the preparation
of the anti-occupation uprising. On August 6, 1924, he was arrested and executed on August 30.

1920-1921

Photo from National Library of the Georgian Parliament



bobogmbm 330600l Lo 30M03Mm Mo o bobogmbm 330ME00L $9380630dhoMgdgmmmsd G0l dgmoyMo
300MME00 3MaYody.

ndoemobo 1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROAH™M ©OEYM00 bogotmmzgmmb ghmabymm sédosdo.

Commander of the People’s Guard Valiko Jugheli and Commander of the People’s Guard Armoured train detachment
Valodia Goguadze.

Thilisi. 1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

bodo®mmagemmb gdmadhngmo Hgb3yndemozol gemmdolb botwoemo 1918-1920 Bemgddon, 3oM39cmo Gobgol
3930¢ho60 oemgdbobotyg $033030d9 (3L O 8300Mm9dMOL gBHh M.

1920-0060 Bemgdo

ROH™M YIS bogo®mzgmmb 3ocmmadgbholb gHhm3abym dodemmommg3o80

Commander of the Fleet of the Democratic Republic of Georgia in 1918-1920, Fiirst Rank Captain Alex-
ander Chavchavadze with his wife and children.

1920s

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

ob306dol O dmEMdo godomE3900L 150 Bemobmogol ombbndBogo dMmemYdo. $9M0L3IOEIAL O MEBOEMgdL
9LOEB390006, FNVz30ELOMEOMN 39696V ZomMgn 33060¢h0dg o 39bghocmyMo dhodol yudmbo
3969600 oemggdLobeotyg BogdoMoody.

mdogmobo, 1920 Bemol doobo

390060 5¢Mgd1m00 bogohmM3zgmmL gdm Moty MgLidndmo3zol 306mdHmboznob

A parade to mark the 150th anniversary of the victory in the Battle of Aspindza. The soldiers and officers
are greeted by Commander-in-Chief General Giorgi Kvinitadze and Chief of General Staff Alexander
Zakariadze.

Thilisi. May 1920

The shot taken from the chronicles of the Democratic Republic of Georgia
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30m®go 998600830em0 (1871-1937) - (0o00mo3Md 3emo003033980L Lodbg®m 3GMa0d6080d
000emobol 036390mo 939000 LOLEIZMgdgMO. NdGMdMES GYLIM-003Mboobe o 30639t dbmamom
®039080. bmxmom ™o ogm dOHOIMOMbOLY O dmMa300090000 IME30L BgmoyMo. bbgo I35
mGEgbms Imeolb domgdymo 3gmbeoo 630bd gomMaol 0oMomo o dgmmby boGobbolb mMgbo.
3969Moemas 3086008300m30 1918 Bemolb 03GM0emdo, Jobmymo 3mEm3IPLob J3goboymmgdnm  dnbotg
BoenmdBg 89oBgto mbdogmyMo 90300l Bobbgemo. 1918 Bemolb BombyemBy doa3boBgmdon, bmdobs o
HoxgLgb megdgddo ovdamisby dmemdg303yMo budbgpmm Goddgdo. 1918 Bemob 0939309M30 Lemdbgm-
bogdo®mm39emmb MmBob EMML Bo®mdothgdnm dgmoymmds Lowobmm-3mogamol BMmbHL. 1919 Bemob
090963030 9.6 LOIOIM-EOLOZIMM 3033000l HgL3NdIMO30L  $9MGIMOD dBIMEETo  EO3OMZS
obogmzoby, Gob godm(3 onBym godmdngdd o ol 1920 Bemob 3gdmeamody Psbodsyemme 3bgb. Gybgm-
bogdo®mm39emmb 1921 Bemob mBobob 3gmoMmOES Md0eMoLob Mo300(330L (396¢ MM bgdhm®mUL, oo
19 09396 350mb 0000930b LEYEOE FooboEEYMO BYPLYTO ¥HIn0l 58-9 b Mg dM0gds. 1921 Bemol
18-21 306 BL dobo LodMMINM JoMmMYTd F0MBd doMYoboM30L dGIMOdn EOdBoMEbY MY
bodbgMmm BoBmMgdn. ©E3MY30009deMmMB0L O30Ma30L 893093 306y bbom FLobyHOmds Jotmym
Bomgem 0630030, 3990098 O030(H0IMIL o goodbobemgl. 1925 Bgemlb odMmYboS Lodomazgrmmao.
1937 69emb 3gbgMogmo 308600930m0 o030h0dtgl o obg®oahglb. 2013 Bgmb gom®ao 398600330emb
bodo®mmzgemmb ghm3byemo gdotolb Bmegds dogbogdo.

od0emobo. 1919 Bgemo

BOHM EOEIM00 bogo®mmzgmmlb ghm3zbym oM dozdo

Giorgi Mazniashvili (1871-1937) - Graduated from Vladikavkaz Military Progymnasium and Thilisi Ca-
dets Infantry School. Participated in the Russo-Japanese War and the First World War. During World
War he was the commander of a battalion and later a regiment. Among many other orders he had
received the weapon of St. George and the Order of the Fourth Degree. In April 1918, General Maz-
niashvili stopped the advance of the Ottoman army on Choloki River with the units of the Georgian
corps. In the summer of 1918, he defeated Bolshevik troops in Abkhazia, Sochi and Tuapse districts.
In December 1918, during the Armenian-Georgian war, he successfully commanded the Sadakh-
lo-Shulaver front. In February 1919, he lost Akhaltsikhe in a battle with the troops of the so-called
South-West Caucasus Republic, which led to an investigation and he was acquitted in the autumn of
1920. During the Russian-Georgian war of 1921, he commanded the Central Defense Sector of Thili-
si, where on February 19 he almost completely destroyed the 58th Rifle Brigade of the Russian Army.
On March 18-21, 1921, under his command, the Georgian army defeated Turkish troops in the battle
for Batumi. After the loss of Georgia’s independence, he served in the Georgian Red Army for a short
time, then was arrested and deported. He returned to Georgia in 1925. In 1937, General Mazniashvili
was arrested and executed. In 2013, Giorgi Mazniashvili was awarded the title of National Hero of
Georgia.

Thilisi. 1919

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia



d439000 ©03d0 (396¢M80, Lodobmzgmmb  gdm3Gohoymo
9L3900m030b LBOZ0OEOM EN3080MmBL BgmVYMo 3mem3m36030
dobgogm  3od030600b60. dobgomlb  odmogtgdymo  3Jmbeoo
3909M0ymaol  3mbbhobhnbgl  Lobgemmool  bLooMHomgbom
LobBO3EMgdgMo o gohBNBoL Loogoogom b3ms. dobgoem
30403060000 0ym ghmoghmo Ii3dobogo 3063 39330L00b
ROMbHBg dmBoboomdgaol Rodmggde dgdmm bodoghm
O dmemodo. 1917 Bgemb 306 Rodmogom mbdoemm dgtnbogo
39R030 36390 (BMH™MBg d0bgob FoM33b603). dmaz006900m
}HY39m000006 gobmozobymmgdgmo 39h030 3P®3ndo gobeoo
0yhdgmolb  boogoogom  IBgB3gemmd0l  oda3ydbgdgemo.
dobgogm  3odogoMmoobo  1918-1921 Bemgddo dgmoyhmdgos
Jotoyem 030033000, boomzgemmb  m3n3ogoob 898093
LobOMdES Johmym Bomgem oMoobe o Lodmdomogm
0300(30090.

1917 Bgemo

ROH® 0MYOYM0s M030LYBOTO 0bHIMbgh MgLyHLoOL

In the bottom row, center, Commander of the Aviation Division of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, Colonel Mikheil Machavariani. Mikheil graduated
from the Constantine Artillery School in St. Petersburg and the Gatchina Aviation School. Mikheil Machavariani was the only pilot who managed to
ground an opponent on the Caucasus front in an air battle. In 1917 he grounded down the Ottoman pilot Vechihi Hurkush (on his right in the photo).
Vecihi Hurkushi, released later from captivity, became the founder of the Turkish aviation industry. Mikheil Machavariani commanded Georgian aviation
in 1918-1921. After the occupation of Georgia he served in the Georgian Red Army and Civil Aviation.

1917
Photo taken from a free internet sources
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Georgian and German politicians and military
Second row (left to right):

Member of Parliament loseb Gobechia; General
Alexander Gedevanishvili; General Kote Abkhazi;
Major Eberhard Count Volski; Military Minister
Grigol Giorgadze; General Friedrich Kress von
Kressenstein; Minister of Foreign Affairs Evgeni
Gegechkori; General Alexander Andronikashvili;
Data Vachnadze, Representative of the Govern-
ment of Georgia to the German Mission; Frie-
drich von der Schulenburg. Standing in the third
row: Colonel Kalistrate Beridze; Unknown person;
General Giorgi Subatashvili; two strangers; Colo-
nel Philip Ashauer; Lieutenant Flob; Friedrich Nie-
dermeier; unknown person; Baron Gam; General
Christopher Chkhetiani. In the fourth row: General
Zakaria Kipshidze; General Alexander Zakariadze.
Last row, fourth from the left, general Giorgi Tsu-
lukidze and the sixth colonel Davit Vachnadze.
Thilisi. 1918

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian
Parliament

JoGm39em0 o 3gtdobgmo 3mmohn3zmbgdo o bodbgMHmgdo

3gmtg 0gdo Lbgob (BoM3bboob -3om$3603): JoGemodgbholb 693t ombgd gmdghos; ggbgdomo vemgdbobrty 3900930603300m0; 39bgMogmo 3mbg
0q3boBo; doomto gdgh3ob ghog 3mmb3zgemo; LodbgGm FobobHMmo gMoamen gomMaody; 3gbgMomo WMmoMmob 309l mb 30gLgbdhonbo; bogotgm
bogddgmo Bobobh®o 933960 393943MM0; 3969G0M0 deMgdlobdg vbEMMB039330em0; LodoMm™M39eMML dmogzhmdn BoMImoagbgemo ggémdsbool dolboolmob
oMo 30Rbodg; BMOEGb BMb M Bnemgbdydan. dgbodg Gogdo wgbdg adbob: 3mem3m3b030 30mobd®modg 0960dg; N3EMdN J060; 3gbgdommo gomMaon
1YO™IZ300m0; MO YEBMO0 3060; IMEM3M36030 BOENO3 ©8OYIM0; MI0H9boBhHO BEMB0; BEOEEb boEgHBE0geN; PEbMI0 3060; doMmbo 3od0; 396gEomo
3Mobhgmmtdg Rbghoobo. dgmmbg G0gdo aobob: 3gbgmommo Bodomos yoydody; 3gbgtomo demgdbobtyg Bodotoadg. dmemmm Gogdo dotmEbbosb dgmmby
3969600 gomMgo Byemy30dg o 3999369 3mem3m36030 o300 30RbSdY.

md0emobo. 1918 Bgemo

BOHM EOEIM00 bogoOM3zgmmmL 3o6HmModgbhol 9hm3bym dodemommy3930



bLodbJdVM[M badLIbIMO

Logdo®mm39mmmb Lo 3obMAgdTM MMHZObmMA 1918 Bemol 20 6g330LhML Boomm 306mbo ,,LodbgMm dgg3oMmobo o adngo $otob dg3Lgdol
©9019emgo0l” dgbiobgd. 306mbol dobgz0m Lvdbgrdmm LedLobydmo gbgdmms Mglidndemo 3ol dodtmdomo bgglolb dmdoemogdgl 20-¢ob - 45 Bemol
Romgemom. ymggmo Bemol 15 bmgddghmb bodbgmm Ludboby®mdo Yoo gob399tm0y3096 ol vboemadMEgdn, HMABgEMOE dmdogzoemo Bemol
306390 006360309 20 6gemo PGP EgdmEom. Lodbgdmm LodLobymob Loghmm 3000 25 Bemoobo oym: odhoyM Lodbgptmm Lodlboby®do
0bomgodto dbmemme 2 6gemaBol ot oMmgds, Gob 898c0amass 030, 15 Bemom, moe®m0gdo o dmenmb, 8 Bemom, cmeddo®madn (Agmtg Hogol
69896380) g3oo0Mm03bgdMmeY. IMdgehg o bomootMngm $0M0b 303900 LodbgtMm 3MbHMMML 9939800900MHIMMPBIL s 39 0MEYMO
6603690L goombgb. 306(3 0680 Lodboby®obmzol 30tMaoln 396 09bgdms, 530030 0lgmo Imzoemgmdl Bgbolitymgdme gon6393000690,
o3 3oL 33080 3YM dpgmBotmgmdoly 8ggbododgdmeoo.

$0630 3o63930L googds Modmgbndg d9dmbzgzedo dgodemgdmeo: ™y 3mbhnggbho 8903bgdmes; My 3oboB3gzo oMo Lodyommm
L3mEOL dmLBOgemMg oym o Fgbododol IMBIMILL BoMoagbes (sbgmo 30hgdobmsgol LodbgMmm 09zoMmolL gowogdd dgodmgdmes 22
Bemodg); 0y oMo 3obybobggdedo dogdnmo oym, ob dob dodotm godmdogds 30d0bothgmods. 3dndg iodozndmo Lgbom Bg3ytrmdoemgdl
$06000006 LOBYEVAME VMO30LYBMdEDL. Y300YMgl B9dmbzgzodn Lo3obMBIgdmM OBLYdYMgdL dggdemm 17-50 Bemodeg (1919
Bemoob 556emodg) dmdommogdggool JoMmado 3o63930. 306mbol Mmobobdo, nbg3g Mmamis HyLyem Lvod3ghmom vM30sdo FoMB8o gobzgzol
30MgOPmMgde oM 3dmbom, Mgldydemozol dbemod dmdoemodggdl. mydEe, Gom B89gdmmm Lozymomo Ly®mzomom Lodboby®mo o
9b39dem03080 9MLYIMIES 300093, Go39603g FPbemndn®o J3geboymazo.

1919 Bemob 20 3o0L0LL, MmFobol ghmoghmmo FotmAgbombo gobmogz0LyBebgb dwdng o Lomowotogm FoM3dn 3o63930Logo0
30tho3om dgmbg MHogol Hgbgthzadn, emoddo®m8n googbgmgb. 1919 Bemob 29 03emobl dogmgdymo ,bedbgMmm d9gotMolo o 8900MHoMgdYmm
dogmmo 393L9d0L" obogmo 306Mmbob Mebobdog, 8933060 LdLobyMmob 3000 0gdhoy® Lodbgdmm Lodboby®Bo. d3g0mme $06M80 2 Bemob bogmo
ALobymH™AEbgb BgemoBowbs o 4 m39L, bmenm Lbgo bobgmdol $06gddo - BgemoBobo o 8 M39L. FPLbeM03gdmMob ghmo, dbogmo 3006mbom
LOABYMOGM BoBoemgddo goB3930L0306 Fobmoz0LYAWMEDIL, ybodmMms Mgmogon®mo $a3n)ol 693¢rgdo, MGmIgmms MBIgbs 303003083l
9000390000, 13330 EYbodmMme go63930 8g0demgdo dmabodmaygm dMobodBymdthm boboemgddn. 1920 Bgmb, Mmgdom goygddo mEobol
900 gMm JoMABOMMO $06M0bgeb gobmoznbyammgdol g3Mgdo.

o3 899bg00 bobogmbm g30tMENoL, 0l 13LgdMES dmbogmolgmO®mnz0 3M06(30300. 33060080 LddLobyGmo 8ggdemnm bgdolbidng® dmdoemodgl,
MHmIgmoE 939G $0M30 oM 0GH0Ebgdmeo. bobombm 33060 0gm0 30em9dYMO 0ym, bomdoto Logymmbol d99mbgg3080 V3 MAOL
9mBmEgd0bmobogg, bo3Ymet Hoombyem JHoddo 08 00MOMOm O VM 3I0BTYEMB0m Fodm3bogdoym, HmMAgema ol dhodobgob 3dmbeos
3000t goymo.
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Military Service

On August 20, 1918, the Legislature of Georgia adopted the Law on the Regulation on Military Taxes and Replenishment of Perma-
nent Troops. According to the law, military service concerned a male citizen of the Republic between the ages of 20 and 45. On Novem-
ber 15 of each year, young people who were 20 years old by January 1 of the following year were to be called up for military service. The
total term of military service was 25 years: the young man spent only 2 years in active military service, after which he was transferred to
the reserve for 15 years and finally to the militia (second-line reserve) for 8 years. Second line reserve and reserve soldiers were under
military control and underwent periodic training. Those who would not be fit to serve in the army would be called up for military service
in accordance with his physical condition.

Conscription could be postponed in several cases: In cases if the contingent was replenished; If the conscript was a school student
and presented the relevant certificate (military tax for such persons could be extended up to 22 years); If the person was held account-
able, or under investigation. Those suffering from severe physical conditions were released from the army forever. In the extreme cases,
the legislature could conscript citizens between the ages of 17 and 50 (from 1919 to 55). According to the law, just like in the Russian
Imperial Army, Muslim citizens of the republic were not obliged to enlist in the army, although they could serve voluntarily and there were
even a few Muslim sub-units in the republic.

From May 20, 1919, the sole breadwinners of the family were released from conscription and reserve army on a permanent basis
and transferred directly to the second-line reserve, the army. Under a new law, the Military Tax and Supplement to the Armed Forces,
passed on July 29, 1919, the length of service in active military service was reduced. Instead of 2 years, they served in the infantry for
a year and 4 months, and in other types of troops - for a year and 8 months. Along with the Muslims, the new law exempted members
of the Dukhabor religious group, whose faith preached pacifism, from being recruited into conscription units, although conscription of
Dukhabors could have taken place in non-conscription units. In 1920, a decree exempting the sole breadwinner of the family from being
conscripted was temporarily repealed.

As for the People’s Guard, it was filled on a voluntary basis. Any citizen who was not enlisted in the regular army could serve in
the Guard. The People’s Guard was obliged, at the urging of the government in the event of a threat of war, to report to his own district
headquarters with the weapons and equipment he had been entrasted by the headquarters
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96O™361m0 Ldddmb ogt 1918 Bemob 20 v330LAH™L ogdyemo 306mbo - doMomowo EYIYMIdS bodommzgmmb MIb3PdmN30L bodbgEMmm d9aoMm0bs O
31003030 3060l 393Lgdobo. Fgbemo 8. ,,LogMmm 3000 LddbobyGby 25 BgemoBood: bd30em bdbobyHmdo MM BgemoBowo, bamooMogmdo 15 Bgemobaocon

0 oddomdo 8 Bgmobogoo.”
1918 Bgemo
©M379396(h0 o3I bogdotmazgemmb ghm3abyemm védozdo

The law adopted by the National Council on August 20, 1918 - the main provision for filling the military tax and permanent army of the Republic of Geor-
gia. Article 8. “The total term of service is 25 years: two years in real service, 15 years in reserve and 8 years in the Military (paramilitary) formations.”

1918
Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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Lodbg®m™ BoEoL Hagdudho - 39, dmdoemodg bodo®mm3zgmmb gdm3MOHYMo ML3YOTN030LY, d30g303
Lozome ©oMd3nb O®I0L 606039, HmB3 d93m39000 LodoMmM39emMmL MMM MgLb3Ndemo30L
$0630 390Lobymm LFIMIMMUL, bogdoMmMN39eM™L IIM3MVHYMMO HgL3YOTMO30L FxVZMMAOLL, MHmamt(3
9b 8993396900 30¢h0mbob, 9MmaNM s 390030M MgL3YdEM030L FoM0L3IOEL; Yym39emMa30Hm 3o30M3900L O
6030mYmMm306900L F01bgo30m, FMm35eMg306M V30330 LuyzoMgemo Loddmdemm Bgdo - bLogotmzgemm -
139600369¢m bobbemob 639030y, HMaMM(3 goMgdy, 0LgdnboyEMBHMILELELG. ddn¢™d dm3zoemg 306 30ym
9H gm0, LdFOMMENNVHN, M330660MYM dYEOTMIgEMo J93LE Y90 YBOMLMS dEdo69dgd0LY,
Mmdgmbo  dggbgdood  MgLb3ndemozol  LOMZIIMNBMBSL O  FMV3EMBOL  Fmmbm3zbogmgdm.
890m0mb036nm B0EL EONMM393tMOE O bdgLgdnm Bgleyemgddl by dmdommodgmdmosg 893b9d0m
30696 bgmb.“

1918 Bgemo

©mM371396(h0 OIS bogdotmzgmmmb ghm3abym védozdo

The text of the military oath - I, citizen of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, promise publicly and
in front of the flag of the detachment that | joined the army of the Democratic Republic of Georgia to
serve my homeland, the government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, as befits an honest, loyal
and resilient man; Despite all the hardships and shortcomings, | owe it to myself to protect my beloved
homeland - Georgia - to the last drop of blood, both from external and domestic enemies. | therefore
owe it to myself to be a faithful, just, self-sacrificing, and unavoidable executor of the orders of the
elders concerning the utility of the Republic and the needs of the Government. | sign the above-men-
tioned oath without violation and in full civic consciousness. “

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

9L31900m030L LEMOEIMOZM F9MOLIVEMY 30hIaMMBOENOL O 3ob6390360eMgd0L M 3IYIIBH, BmMIS> N10.

1918-1921 Bewgdo

399960 om0 bogommzgmmb ghmabym vMhgozdo

Document of categorization and designation of the Republic’s reserve soldiers, Form N10.

1918-1921

Document from the National Archives of Georgia



+ 1919 Bomob 31 03emoblb 0dx31dbgdgemads 30gded doogmm bvdbgdmm d9adMmaby s 3Ydn30 FoMoab 8g3Lbgdal dsbogmo 306mbo. 306mbob
 90bg03000 6o300m LodbgtMm LBLEbYMB0 LobyMm gl 3000 J3900 $06HB0 2 BemoEsd 1,4 Bemodg , bmemm oMol bbgo bobogmgddn
30 1.8 Bemodeog 39030M00.

1919 Bgemo

©M31396(h0 oYM bogo®mmzgmmb ghm3byem oM Jozdo

On July 31, 1919, the Constituent Assembly passed a new law on military taxes and replenishment of permanent troops. Accord-
ing to the law, the term of service in the actual military service in the infantry has been reduced from 2 to 1.4 years, and in other
parts of the army to 1.8 years.

1919

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

LBIYEMIOOMO O BBO3ZYEO B3MM3690930L oo Mg 6393999 bddbg®mm LuabobYMNELE VMO30LYRNIIEY. $oM0Ob
LFYOAME FoLomozobyBmMgdgm LBgYMgdoMO o BOBEIYMH bozmmo Rodmbomgomdn Bgomees: Royzn; 390M0; Jodoto;
©03dem; 69M30L 9BmMgdY; H9330h0d30; demgdo; H93396MmdS 067 $3106030MgOMBY; YLBMEM-FoLBmM™M gyem-339MH 0, bobggbm dbmb
9Jmbemmdo, 14 3000m0l 9Ggmbo o Lb3d. bmemm v&MObEBYMIGM BoBoemgddn d9gdemmm dogB3000 (30EMMZOEMO O (39MMYYEMD
obogmgodoo, dbg3g 3bgzgmmmnL 330690 ©93900900bd O 3oem ynMado LAgos O 3MENMId0, ¥GVLOMNMO J9M ML HyRob
d9dmbgbo, 0 hHYgemHge 300660 o bb3o.

1920 Bgemo

©mM31396(h0 OIS bogotmzgemmb ghm3abym védozdn

A list of illnesses and physical disabilities that exempted a conscript from military service. The list of diseases and physical
disabilities to be permanently discharged from the army included: goiter; Leprosy; Sugar; Paralysis; Nerve inflammation;
Rheumatism; TB; mental disability; deformity of chest, lack of penis, lack of 14 teeth, etc. And in the non-malignant parts could
be seen single-eyed and single-ear young men, as well as slight impairment of vision and hearing loss in one ear, having an
incomplete rabbit lip, flat-foot, and others.

1920

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

0bomB391em9d0L oBYgd0mo LdGdmemm dmaBogds g93bo 33060 3obdogemmdado gtdgmEgdmes.
1918-1921 Bemgdo
ROHM ©EO3EYIM00 bogo®mmzgmmb Jotmmodgbholb ghmabnm dodmmommg3o80

The initial combat training of the recruits lasted for six weeks.
1918-1921
Photo from the National Library of Georgia
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Lodbgmm bodLoby®o SbomB39mgdol goB3g3d 06ygdmms ymagemo
Bemob 15 6gddghb o gonB3gmebgb vbogmgodmgdn, Mmagmgonis Bemol
dmemag 20 Bemob obozb 30omB93c0696.

1918-1921 Bemgdo

BROH® EOEYMd bodo®mggmmlb ghm3abym oMhdozdo

Conscription of conscripts for military service used to begin on Novem-
ber 15 of each year and the young people who had reached the age of
20 by the end of the year were drafted.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

™ol 06 LomBo®mo LogGmbol 8gdmbigzodo dgodemgdmes gndg 30300 363930
17-0006 506¢modc0g (1919 Bemogob 55 Bemodwg). xmBmMBy JoMoymo Mool
o HemgMobhgdo.

1918-1921 Boamgdo

ROH™M OIS bogo®mmzgmmb ghm3abym oMdozdo

In case of war or threat of war, Calling up all fit men from 17 to 50 years (from 1919
to 55 years). Georgian army artillerymen in the photo.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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1918-1921 Bamgdo

ROHM Y00 bogomzgmmb ghm3abym stdosdo
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Soldiers transferred to the reserve and the military formations period-
ically underwent training, and in the event of a threat of war and the
outbreak of war they filled the ranks of the armed forces.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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dd00mMa3sa Oy bueMdMIM bLadII™IdIB0)

LogdommM3gemmL M 3BHOHYMO GgL31nd030L 8gooMOMgdY dogmgdl §39000m0 doMomoE LEdGIMMM LEGYoMgdL BoMIMOLa9b
1891 Bomolb 603930L dmbEBOLLOLOBNSBN Fo8bobo 30em0dMm — 7,6233. dmbobob gotd 06030YIEYM LobMmen Lodyoemgdgddo d30My
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3obhmemghgoo: ,,30M0dgemydo” 1908 Bemob, ,,3memho 1911 Bemolb o 7,63 83-0060 3o3B89Mo dmegmmo 96. Jooyemo oMo doMmomoEoE
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6037n30b 48 boBoobo (12233) 3oyd0i39d0, 45 boBoobo (11483) dMo¢hobYmo J01d03900. FEMOoBMOL30 dbBY dgdho LootiHnmmgtom obowgo®o.
93939bgd0L LMoL dobdogmo 30 4,1- 8,5 30MmmMAgHML vMBg3e.  Jotmyemo dMT0olb dgooMmomgds o bddtdmenm dobogmgdo ,MYLgmol
Lo0d3gemom B0l 30330L07M0 LOBYMOGONEOD oGRS, MYIES gb LOBYMOgdo 306m39emaBs ALMAWMOMm MITS BWOJHMOM3OE EVOEIONSIEMS
0 JoOmYmo $96M0o 8odbobgdol, Loodhomgbom obaIMdOL, 3oblo3YMMmgdom 30 3086900L0 O $9M3900L 30hOLHGMBYM IBOEOHL
3960(3000000.  890060MYOY dogmgdol yzgmodg dolbobg LLdGIMMM Lodogdsl BoMIMoEagbo 4 $9330635hoM9dgMO. MMM
30omagobo omdnM3omo oym 3-4 bodmm g3gdgbomo o 14-000b 25-309 (Hy30003¢939300.  ©MT0obo O 330MESL BgoMomgdody 3Jmbeoo
7 $0380603069060: 1 - Garford; 4 - Austin; 1 - Pierce-Arrow, 1 - 33bhoMymo o30336ycmo Napier-o. bobogmbm gzoMmoob 8goo®momgdady
0603bgdmEs 2 ddmMHBoMIdYMo Hobzo Mark V Gmdgmog Jotmagmgdl ©09603060L 3gbgMemgdol gMgmolo o MmoEgbamlb boBogmgdol
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LoB303-bLe3Mmbo dobogmgdol bozeMgdMdOL gobosncos.

Jommymo gemmbol 8g00Momgdedo ogm Modgbody ,,3H063mMob" Ho3ob 3z0Mhg 30dhotms, Mog 8930mb3zg39d80 30 JoMmymo oMo
Lodmgdomogm bmBomgdbog Lodbg®mm o603 gdoLom30L nygbgdoo.



Weapons and ammunition

The main means of infantry fighting in the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was the 1891 Mosin three-lined rifle
caliber - 7.62 mm. In addition to Mosin, there were small quantities of rifles and carbines of different national production and caliber in
the individual shooting range: Lebel, Grasse, Berdana, Mannlicher, Ariasak and others. The revolver was designed for officers Nagant
1895 - 7.62 mm. Also Belgian revolver bulldog, pistols: “Parabelum” 1908, “Colt 1911” and 7.63 mm Mauser model 96. The Georgian
army was mainly armed with a 1910 model of the Russian Maxim type machine gun and British Lewis type light handguns from the period
of the First World War. From the artillery units, the Georgian army had 3-inch (76.2 mm) field cannons of 1900 and 1902 models, 3-inch
(76.2 mm) mountain cannons of 1904 and 1909 models, 48-line (122 mm) howitzers of 1904, 1905 and 1909 models, 45 Linear (114 mm)
British howitzers. In total, more than a hundred artillery pieces. The firing distance of the cannons was 4.1-8.5 kilometers. Weapons and
ammunition of the Georgian Army were left from the Caucasian warehouses of the Russian Imperial Army. However, these warehouses
were effectively emptied during the First World War and the Georgian army suffered from a catastrophic shortage of rifles, artillery piec-
es, especially cartridges and projectiles. The most fierce fighting means of the Armed Forces were 4 armored train personnel carriers.
Each of them was equipped with 3-4 mountain cannons and 14 to 25 machine guns. The Army and Guard had 7 armored vehicles in
armament: 1Garford; 4- Austin; 1 - Pierce-Arrow, 1- Homemade Armored Napier. The People’s Guard was armed with 2 depreciated
Mark V tanks, which were seized by the Georgians during the internment of Denikin Generals Erdel and Dracenko’s units on the territory
of Georgia.

The Georgian army inherited the obsolete planes of the Caucasus Front, their flying resources were already exhausted, due to which
there were frequent aviation accidents. In the spring of 1920, the White Guards, who had fled the Bolsheviks from Russia, attacked four
British “Sofvich-Kemal”; F.1 - Model fighter was handed over to the Georgian Army. In the summer of the same year, the Georgian gov-
ernment purchased 10 SVA-10 aircraft at the Ansaldo plant in Italy. Aviation suffered from a lack of fuel and lubricants.

The Georgian Navy was armed with several small boats of the “Greenport” type, and in some cases the Georgian army also used
civilian ships for military purposes.
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¥ 9mbobob  3o8bobgdom  Bgootmomgdymo  Jomazgemo  budbgMmgdo
1 300030md0L Lobobenolb §8mdo.

»dogmobo, 1918 Bgemo
ROH™M YIS bogotmzgmmb ghmabymm sédozdo

Georgian soldiers armed with Mosin rifles in the yard of the Govern-
ment Palace.

Thilisi, 1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia.

Johmymo $960ob dotomo do8bobob , dmbobolb 1891 Bemols 603y80L—
7,6203 300m006M0bL LodboBoobn do8bobo BoMmIMoagbd, myde 3o
3906090030 330609 GHoMEIbmMd0m bbgoobbgs Jg394bol Bocdmgdol
3o8bobgdois  3gmbeoom:  @GObgymo  ,emgdgmol’  Lbgoolbge
3m0x3039300;  @GMO63Ymo 3oL GYLymo ,09( 060
3390396M09m0  ,39haMm0”;  003mbYMo  ,0M0L30";  ©3gM03YMo
LodboBoobo ,306RgbHgGN”; g3geBdobyemo ,309B8gM0”; ,d0bemobgMol”,
»3M0-09M39bLmbOL" o ,300me0-3oMmdHbob* Jodbobol Lb3oobbgo
3m033035(30900. mdogmobo 1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROAH® YIS bogo®magmmb ghmabnem stdoszdo

The main rifle of the Georgian army was a 7.62 mm caliber 3 lined

e rifle of the Mosini model of 1891 , but at the time they also had a

small number of rifles made in different countries: different modifi-
i cations of the French “Label”; French “Grass”; Russian “Berdana”;
Swiss “Weatherly”; Japanese “Ariasaki’; American three-line “Win-
chester”; German “Mauser”; Various modifications of the Mannli-
| cher, Kra-Jurgenson and Peabodi-Martin rifles.

Thilisi 1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia



Jo®m39em0 306H0bL303900 emyobob dbydydo hy3000RMJ3939000.
hy30003®93930L  30mo0dMo - 7,6200; 6Bmbo-11,8  3a.
LBEGOBZOLOMEMS -550 LM BymBo, LOmmOL gugddhnto
do6dogmo -800 dgh®o, dogdbodogmyémo bmenol dobdogmo - 3,2
30. 1918-1921 Bemgdo

BROH™M YIS bogo®mmzgmmb ghmabymm oddozdo

Georgian soldiers with Lewis light machine guns. The caliber
of the machine gun - 7.62 mm; Weight - 11.8 kg. Fast shot
-550 shots per minute, effective shooting distance -800 me-
ters, maximum shooting distance - 3.2 km.

1918-1921

Photo from National Archives of Georgia

Jobmm3zgmo  $oG0bzoggdo 1910 Bemol dmegemolb  dogduodol
©00830L  (hy30003MJ3939000.  Hhy30000MHJ3930L  39eM0dMHO
-7,6298; Bmbo - 64,333; LEGOWBLGME - 600 Ldmems 6ymBo;
98399H9®0 LMoL dobdogmo -1,533; dodbodocmymo Mol
dobdogmo - 3,9 30.

1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROH™M YIS bodo®mmzgmmb ghm3abym obdozdo

Georgian soldiers with 1910 Maxim machine guns. The caliber
of the machine gun is -7.62 mm; Weight - 64.3 kg; Fast-shoot-
ing 600 shots per minute; Effective shooting distance -1.5 km;
Maximum shooting distance - 3.9 km.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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bodbge®mms  $3um0  bogobole o  3oByngdol  obhmemghom,
85800690000 O bgemyyddomgdoom.

1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROH® ©EYM0d Lddo®mzgmmb ghmgbnem oMHdozdo

A group of soldiers with Nagant and Mazuer pistols, rifles and gre-
nades.

1918-1921

Photo fron the National Archives of Georgia

Jobmzgmo  sbhommgtobhgdo 76,2 dogmodghmoobo 1909  Bemob
603930l Lodmm g3939bmsb. Jomymo v63ool Losbhoemghom oM 30
do60000 03 Hn30bL §3999b900b0306 d900390Mms.$1M3900L LMoL
Lodmrg 8,6 38-LomBg3coo.

1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROH™M OIS bogdo®mzgmmb ghm3abym vddozdo

Georgian artillerymen with a 76.2 mm 1909 model cannon. The artil-
lery park of the Georgian Army consisted mainly of this type of can-
nons. The projectile range was 8.6 km. 1918-1921. Photo from the
National Archives of Georgia




Johm39mo 0O hHomgMobhgdo 76,2 doemodgdhtoobo 1902 Bemob
603y80L Loggemg 93999b90m0b. g3939bol LHmemnol dobdogmo 8,5
30-L omBg3000.

1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROH® EOEYM0s bogommzgmmlb ghmgbymm stdozdo

Georgian artillerymen with 76.2 mm 1902 field cannons. The
cannon firing distance was 8.5 km.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

JoGogmo  oM3ool  $9390630¢hoMgdgmo - ,,0gL3Ydemo3gmo”.
$0330630ho6909emmd 608330 06H03bgdmo mmbo
$0380630hoMmgogmo:  MgLbdndemozgmo, 933y, Lozzomo o6
3000033900, 0030LWM9d0L  Lodogdg.  Yhogholb  dobgrozom
000MIYen  $0380630hoMgdgmo omdnM30omo ogm 1904 Bemob
dmgmol 2 bodmm g393gbom o 12 Hy30000Md39300. M3
6 90emyMo 93939bgd0L Hobio Bma 399mbggzodo 3-4-8g veoomoo,
bommm hy30000369393900L 14-25-3c09.

1918-1921 Bomgdo

BRMH™M EOEIM00 bododmmzgmm ghmabym oédozdo

Armored personnel carrier of the Georgian Army - “Republican”.
The armored personnel carrier consisted of four armored per-
sonnel carriers: Republican, Worker, Victory or Death, Freedom
Fortress. According to the personnel, each armored personnel
carrier was equipped with 2 1904 model cannons and 12 ma-
chine guns. However, in reality the number of cannons in some
cases went up to 3-4, and the number of machine guns to 14-25.
1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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bobogmbm 330600l $0386mbO6  o3hMIMdoMm™MS  3nbool  (sbgynemo),

8964300836 J3939-0mBmEo3eobhme  8BgmdGOL  (mEggmo)  g3aMEogergdo
13060 093000LMbOL" IMAHME03TMd0m o FobBg OIMBHOYgOPmO emyobol

3bydydo hy3009xnMmJ3939000.
1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROHMIO0 Y00 bodo®mzgmmb ghm3abym oédozdo

1919 Bgmo
©M31896(h0 oYM bogdoGmzgmml ghmazbymm oM dozdo

1919
Document from the National Archives of Georgia

Guardsmen of the People’s Guard Armored Vehicles (Company), ma-
chine gunners (motorcyclists) (platoon) with Harley-Davidson motor-
cycles and Lewis light machine guns mounted on them.

1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

bodbgEGm™m 0¢hoOMOb ,,3ohoMo 3obob” Bygoemdo RoI3900L (396093mbosemo.

Ceremony of launching the military boat “Patara Kakhi” into the water.



3003hmd0L 3gmoyMo bmg Jmeoboo O 39mM03m  FPm9mo  bobogmbm
339600b  dmoz0G0  dhodol  Bg3tgdmob  ghmow Austin-isgo®dob
$038068069060L N1 ,,bobogmbm ggoMogmol” mb3g.

od0gmobo, 1919-1921 Bemgdo

QROHM Y00 bogotmzgmmb ghmzbym sédozdo

Prime Minister Noe Jordania and Valiko Jugheli with members of the Gen-
eral Staff of the People’s Guard at the background of the Austin armored
vehicle N1 “People’s Guard”.

Thilisi, 1919-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

$0380600¢hoMmgdgmm  GoBAL  dgmonMmmdd M9z gbeMmymo  dgmoyMo
300MME00 3MmaNodg (899mm). H8380 0ddmb9b dobo ddgdo: bmg; I9emabho o
oemxgb 3maynodggon. ©9geb semmgbo dgmoytmos N4 $5380630dhoMmgdgmb
,» 0030L7mgdob bodoghgl.”

1918-1921 Bemgodo

BOHM EOEYM00 bogo®mm3zgmmb 3o6modgbdol ghm3bym dodemommgzsdo

The armored trains detachment was led by the legendary commander Val-
odia Goguadze (above). His brothers fought in the detachment: Noah; Me-
lenti and Alfes Goguadze. From here Alpheus commanded the N4 armored
carrier “Freedom Fortress”

1918-1921

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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dJohomygmo  oM3oolb  $938063069406900, ™Mdogmobdo, GPLmoggemol  godBoMmdg
3000 mYm omemYddg. 606 goooanemgde §3999bomo o bvdo hy3z0edxngM39300m
dg00Mmomgdyemo  3dodg  $03bbmLobo  Garford-o, bmemm ol dmyzgds ™Mo
$hY3000836M 939300 dMEM30emo dgmdg LMool Austin-ob g306H30lL $038563569060.
ndogmobo, 1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROHM YIS bogotmzgmmb gbhmabyem sédosdo

Georgian army armored vehicles at the parade on Rustaveli Avenue in Tbili-
si. Armed with a cannon and three machine guns, the heavy armoured carrier
Garford moves forward, followed by a second-series Austin’s armored vehicle
equipped with two machine guns.

Thilisi, 1918-1921

Photo from the Natonal Archives of Georgia

™3930(300L 8990093 Hybgdl MdEMOLOL Lot 306038M LMD dood3m Jotmymo
06300l ™G0 bogdmbhm Hobzo. Mark - V ¢hodob dGohobyemmo ¢Hob3o, Gmdemob
30639em0 dmegemo 1918 Bemob 00630030 0dbo 9Bymdogmo. budddmem 3obgdobol
306039900 o dgbodemgdemmogdo 39809300060  Zodmoyytmgdmes:  Hob3oL
3obo ,,0000em0” - 29.47 Hmbo; ,,0090000m0” - 28.45 Hhmbo; 3m33mBohy®o 306H00bH0
- 28.5 (hmbo; 390060mMmgdd ,,8080em0” Mo 5733-0060 §3939b0 o mmbo 7.7 33-0060
$hyY30083693930; ,,009000em0” - 9943b07.7 33-0060 (HY30003¢93930; 3MA3MBohyGo
3000060 - gémo 5783-0060 J3999bo o bymo 7.7 33-0060 (Hy30033Eg3930. dM30
- ©0390mb 6 300m0bE®m0bo 15m (3b. dogmolb dgmbg. HEMObLAnLO-3gdobozyo.
dodbodogmymo boBdotg - 7.5 38.bom, Lgemob doMogo - 7233.

od0gmobo, 1921 Bgemo

ROHM 9¢M9OP0d M030L7RBM0 06 ghbgh HgbyGOLL

After the occupation, the Russians are taking away for repair two tanks of the
Georgian Army from the Tbilisi railway station. Mark-V type British tank, the first
model of which was assembled in January 1918. The parameters and capabilities
of the combat vehicle were as follows: the mass of the tank “male” - 29.47 tons;
“female” - 28.45 tons; Composite version - 28.5 tons; Weapons “female” two
57-mm cannons and four 7.7-mm machine guns; “Female” - six 7.7-mm machine
guns; Composite version - one 57mm cannon and five 7.7mm machine guns. En-
gine - Ricardo 6-cylinder 15hp. Transmission-mechanical. Maximum speed - 7.5
km / h, travel stock - 72 km.

Thilisi 1921

Photo taken from free Internet resources



9390060 30M0L 93¢hMIMd0eMgd0L boo.
1920 Bgemo

©M31396(h0 oYM bogdo®maggmmb ghm3abym oédozdo

List of regular army vehicles.
1920
Document from the National Archives of Georgia

Logdomm3zgemmb odxyddbgdgmo 3mgdob dogé 1920 Bemob 8 0360LL dogmgdyemo
396mb0 bodbgMm FxENbo3m 309080 BEMIbOL goLodGEgemmL dozgdoby o
30LB9 MVBEIMMYMO EOTOHIINMO LBOMMOMN30 VBEBMOYMGONL ByLbe.

1920 Bgemo

©M31396(h0 oYM bogo®mmzgmmb ghm3abym vMdozdo

Law adopted by the Constituent Assembly of Georgia on June 8, 1920 on the
remuneration of the military pilotsthe and a list of hourly pay attached to it.
1920

Document from the National Archives of Georgia.
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LOJoMM39MML  gIM3IBOHOY  HgL3YdM03dL, GOYLgmol  30330LoY&0  BWOMBAHNL
$969000L30b H30096039 vMgeMo IMd39eMm9dYM0 LdRE™gbo v3oMod0 oMAY, Mol godm(3
0OE3MY 08300000 0gm boo30(30M 06(300096¢900. 1920 Bemol Boxzbyemdo LogoMm3gmmL
000030Md03  0hoemoodn, obLbomEML  JoMbobodo 10 ghomgnmo SVA-10-0b  Ho3ob
096OmM3mobo  8gndobo. BmAHmBg ,,06LoemEMgdal”  HGEBLIMGHNMgoEl 3GBmiglo
3o6bLgemol 3mGHobL gozmmoom.

dotmbgemo, 1920 Bgemo

ROH® 90IOPM0d 1030L7ABOM0 06hghbgh GgbyGdLoL

The Democratic Republic of Georgia had several dozen obsolete aircrafts left behind
by the troops of the Russian Caucasus Front, due to which aviation incidents were not
uncommon. In the summer of 1920, the Georgian government purchased 10 SVA-10
aircraft at the Ansaldo plant in Italy. In the photo, the process of transporting “Ansaldo”
through the port of Marseilles.

Marcel, 1920

Photo adopted fro Internet free resources

JoOm39tm0 O  0hommogmo 330603900 0homoY®  SbLdemEML oMol SVA-10
096 M3Mobol BMBBY.. 99MHM3eMobol LudGHdmm™ o H9db03M0 JoMoBghE9dn: 9303090
- 23030; dMo3zo Issota-Fraschini, , Loddemogtg 25033b.d; ™300083G06d30L dmdgdn
-9.1X8,1X2.9; 30609tm0 03000353M06530L 6™bo - 73033.; dogdbodocmymo sboggdgbo Bmbo
- 106533; 9ogLoodemy®o LoBdomyg - 200-22033.bo; g3tgbol 3Godhoznmo Lodomeng-
6000 3g¢h™o; x3tgbol bobgmdemogmads - 5,4 bm; i3tgbob Lodmg -600 33; g00MOMYOS
- 1-3 $y3008030243930

od0emobo, 1920 Bgemo

ROAHM Y00 bogo®mmzgmmb Ioemodgbholb gHhm3bnm dodemommg3o30

Georgian and Italian pilots against the background of Italian Ansaldo SVA-10 aircraft ..
Combat and technical parameters of the aircraft: crew - 2 people; Engine Issota-Fra-
schini,, capacity 250 hp; Aircraft dimensions -9.1X8,1X2.9; Empty plane weight - 730
kg .; Maximum take-off weight - 1065 kg; Maximum speed - 200-220 km / h; Practical
flight altitude - 6000 meters; Flight duration - 5.4 hours; Flight distance -600 km; Ar-
mament - 1-3 machine guns

Tbilisi, 1920

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



bodotmzgemmb  Mgbidydemozol  JgooMmomgdymo  doemgdolb  boboho®ymo
3oho6g909em0 o bubohomymo GoBdob 693900.
1918-1921 Bemgdo

ROHM Y00 bogommzgmmb ghmabym stdosdo

Sanitary train of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Georgia and mem-
bers of the sanitary detachment.

1918-1921

phorto from the National Archives of Georgia

JoGO3390m0 o 0¢hdem0gemo 330693900 0homonM vbLdMEML KoMl SVA-
10 596 M3emobol 13mb63g.

md0emobo, 1920 Bgemo

ROHM ©EEYM00 bogommzgmmb Iotemodgbholb ghm3abnm dodemommg3o80

Georgian and ltalian pilots against the background of the Italian Ansaldo
SVA-10 aircraft.

Thilisi, 1920

Photo from the National Library of of the Georgiam Parliament
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1920 Bemolb goBoggbymdg GPbgmMoEd dMEE3g30390L 3oBMIi399MAd  MINEFZMEgMgdds 4 dGMoHobymo ,,Lm®30R-ggdoemolb” F.1 - Bmegmmol
300060003960 909tm0 Jotmyem 96300l 3oob3gb. 99HM3emobol LudGdmemm o hgdbo3nMmo 3o6HdgHMd0: 9303090 - 13030; dHV30 - ,30mOM¥gH-0b, d9bhemab,
Hmbob bbgoobbgs dmoaznzoEol déogo boddmesthyg 110-170 3b.d; ©3008xM06030L Bmdgde - 8,5X5,7X2,6; (30609¢m0 0300003M06030L Bmbo - 403-47533.;
30gdbodocmyMmo sbowMgbo Bmbs - 645-71133; dogLoodemy®o LoRdotmy - 168-18233.Lbm; BMgbob bodomeng - 5480-6550 dghto; WML bobgMdmmogzmds - 2,5
bor Bgoomomgde - mMo 3g6yz0emgdyemo 7,7 83. ,,3039MLol” hy300003MJ3930 o 4X18 33. dm3do.

od0gmobo, 1920 Bgemo

QROHM 9MIOPM0d MO30LROM0 06dhgEbgd GabycLod

In the spring of 1920, the White Guards, who had fled Russia from the Bolsheviks, handed over four British Sofvich-Kemal F.1 fighter jets to the Geor-
gian Army. -170 hp; Dimensions of the aircraft - 8,5X5,7X2,6; Weight of empty aircraft - 403-475 kg .; Maximum take-off weight - 645-711 kg; Maximum
speed - 168-182 km / h; Flight duration - 2.5 hours Armament - two paired 7.7 mm Vickers machine gun and 4X18 kg bomb.

Thilisi, 1920

Photo adopted from free Internet resources



boBM™M3bgemo BGgbol ML, 1920 Bemob 11 v330bAH™L  Bodmzomboemo ,,bmazz0B-dgdomol” F.1 -0b ghm-ghomo Logdmgbo d3otMoho o Lboogoozom
998:b3930b0L oMY 3E06530, Bo0mE0 6o3ME®Y doydsdz0mo

1920 69emo

QOHMIO0 EYIM0d bodoGmzgmmb Iocmodgbholb gHhm3byem dodmommg3080

one of the flying machines of “F.1” of “Sofvich-Kemal” that crashed during the training flight on August 11, 1920. Major Nikoloz Makashvili died in an
air accident.
1920

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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Logomgm bogdgme 30bobhEo 03930 Abgb39em0 Jom3gem $96M0b 303900006 gPhmoE Logbobhm
bmdoemodg

1918 Bgmo

o BMAHM OEYM00 bogdotmzgmmb ghm3abyem obhdozdo

Minister of Foreign Affairs Akaki Chkhenkeli with Georgian soldiers on the landing ship.
1918
Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

bobogmbm  g30M0gemgdol  gLobhoMgds  oa3boBgmol 3G mbhBg
dme89303900L B0boomB09a Bohomgdnmo Lbodbgmm m3ghmopnol Mmb
1918 Bemob Boxbyemdo.

1918 6gemo

BOHM EOEIM00 bogodmmzgmmlb ghm3zbym oM dosdo

Landing of the People’s Guard during the military operation against the
Bolsheviks on the Abkhazian front in the summer of 1918.

1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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do0dMN0PIM0O 3@a3M3amaAMaea Wy IM3IWOMOIMNO MBI

Lodo®mmzgmmb gdmzmohoyem Mgbdydmozol d933300Mgmdom ghgm bybihow gobzomoMmgdymo o 3dndg dgmdoMmgmdodo dymazo
93MmbmM3030. ootMMm3d Abma3eom MmIodwg o MHLgmob MHggmemy3008g 9MbYdYMo 93mbm3n3YMo 3038060900 Hmame3 MYLlgmol 0339600l
©odmol 9009300 BotImgdboem 3mmoh03gh 9hmgymmgdmob, obg dob gotgm. goLowgdol doBMgdol o3eMma3ed dgodndmo d1bgdtngo
Boomobgyemobo Im3m3g900 o 9du3mMbo. ymagmngg o3l mob ghmgmes GYPLgmEL bvdmdomogm mdobo s dbmammom mdol Mmobodgso
3mmohn3yho dm3emgbgdoby o d930x39Mbgdgemo 93mbmdnzndmo @ogdhm®mgdol gogmgbo Jommymo bobgemdbommb 93mbmadnzody. 396
03L90mEY bodobo, Fomomo oym 0bxrMOE00L EMBY. dMmENdg303900L F0gHm dogmbL O303900L 893093, LogdoMmm3zgemmb Momgadol owod
3096mgdmo 6o300Mmd0. 396 MgmMgdol, bmemm d9dc9a3 dmeIg303900L 3089B0m, dmot 8gdmeomes bmmdomo yndobolb3oMmgmosb,
Lodo®mmzgmmmb 30 LogPMOMo 3PHo o6 3ymaboo. JoOmyem 93mbmdozol 3dodg H30MmoE VOB3d ymaomo GYLbgmolb 03396Mool
LobgmdBoxm o 39Mmdm EOBgLgdYEM9dIvMO LdEM033000030M boMEgdn. Foybgo3oE dMOgEhHmo 3608369cmMM3060 93MmbmBn3Mo hgmm®mdnlo,
00mgdob 9ydn30 LodbgtMm FgamIoMmgmde o obybyzghgemo dmMd00BOE0O-gdmdam0Boinol 3MmEgbo  J3g9yobolb ©dmLybmdsol
LOTYOENgOOL o6 ddemg3e.

939460l Bgootmomagdyem doemgdl dmgemo 939460l d0y3gdol d9Lodgo bIoMmgdms, gotMolodoyigdhmeoagnboblgdobs,bobgmdbogmd
00MbgOMdOBOMbH0LEAbIVMg3MmT0hgho,booEiotmobomzolbdgdmbomyemmdsgthmagdmes. vdol doybgwoge gl Lozdo®mobo o& oym
$060b be®IoemyMmHo BYBI30MBoMgdoLom3z0l. dohmommos FoM0b 303900 06 80330cmMOMBYD, MY3EO Fomo hgomydmo 3gboy Logmdbmdmow
306Lb3030090mo  3obLEBW3MYMOLZD. FoEM0L3OE3900 doEmNMOEL: MMBOmL, Roobo o I3oBY o6 (390 botobbolb 3yMdg gooombgb,
3960mYmoOE 30 930b MgmMo 3PMmo, bm®so, 19380,000650 o bbgs Lo339003 930HIOME©L.BmMangtm BoBoemdo Lol V39mgbo Lodyoios
04m, 33060080 3-4-396 9006039300696 bmM3L. MaLOLBSYMgOdg L3g3POMYMOE FOTMOYMBMEO EETOHJONMD MOBbY, FoM0b3IoEmOm30L
mM3bmd0emgdol odmbobmdo, bmemm dmamadsl 30 3396M3bgdLoE YM0a9dbgb. Ludbgrdmm boBoemgddo vbY39 (30MMdEBYL, 330ty Bogo
399Mbgmdgdnl dmBymdL oo Odot39dmgdl ©b, P300YMgL 893mb3gg3080, dGVLEABYMOIM® bodbgr®mm BoBoemgdol dmbodbobyMggdl
00799039000696.. Logbm3zmgdgmo YodoMmagdo doGmomos IMmYBymdgmmo oym. MmR0EIOMO bgemaaobgdol dtwo 396 969mo 0bagemonobs o
030bgd0L B0 (Hgd39db. dbgmo degmdotgmdol godm, 8900M0MgdYmo doemgdol MANEIMMY O dmbgemgms BoBomo gBgmeo b3g3yemoEol
o LobgmdBoxm gmbgdol obodonemgdtnzo F0m30Lgdo-3oyn300 Lo3ymo®m ®obobLyEm Fgmdomgmdsl 0933mogLgds. bdoto oym
09896 HoMmMO0L FobmdMmogo 893mbgg3gde. FoMmobomaol ybm o6 oym 03 39M0meol Abmayemomdo dMLYIYEMO ZoodId0 OO30090900:
9L306yM0 3030, JmMgMmo, Hoxo O bb3o v390Fym@MBObo. Bogomomo 1920 Bemol 0063060380 dg0otmomgdyem dogmgddo Lbgowobbge
L03dndom 1417 $9MH0L3OE0 O MAWOEIMO VO30V (699000 599 gL3obYMo gthn30m) O FomMaod 118 goMmonE3oM (9990b 84 gbdobydmo
36M030m).
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Material condition and daily life

The Democratic Republic of Georgia inherited a weakly developed and difficult economy. The economic ties that existed before World
War | and the Russian Revolution were broken, both with the political entities that emerged from the collapse of the Russian Empire and
beyond. The loss of key markets had reduced the extraction and export of natural minerals. All this was accompanied by the influence of
the political events of the Russian Civil War and the aftermath of the World War and the economic factors hindering the economy of the
Georgian state. The treasury could not be filled, the inflation rate was high. After the occupation of Baku by the Bolsheviks, Georgia was
almost no longer supplied with oil. First because of the whites, and then because of the Bolsheviks, wheat was no longer imported from
Kuban, and Georgia did not have its own bread. The liquidation costs of state and private institutions of the former Russian Empire were
borne by the Georgian economy. Despite a number of important economic reforms, the nearly permanent state of war and the ongoing
mobilization-demobilization process did not allow the country to breathe.

The country’s armed forces used a third of the country’s total budget, in addition to budget and funding, the state had a front-line
committee to collect donations for the army. Nevertheless, this was not enough for the normal functioning of the army. It is true the sol-
diers were not starved, but their real menu was significantly different from what was defined. Soldiers mainly fed on beans, tea and corn
bread “mchadi” or poor quality bread, although white bread, meat, fish, rice and other foods were periodically added. In some areas
where the situation was better, they ate meat 3-4 times a week. Extra funds were specially allocated for the holidays to bake cookies
for the soldiers, and eggs were also distributed at Easter. The military units also tried to set up small domestic farms where hired or in
extreme cases, employees of non-military units were employed. The residential barracks were mostly unorganized. The increase in of-
ficers’ salaries could not keep pace with inflation and price increases. Because of this situation, some officers and officers of the Armed
Forces speculated and improved their financial situation by misappropriating and selling state property. Mass cases of desertion were
frequent. The Army was not unfamiliar with the communicable diseases of the world at that time: the Spanish flu, cholera, typhoid and
other diseases. For example, in January 1920, 1,417 soldiers and officers of varying severity fell ill in the armed forces (of which 599 from
the Spanish flu) and 118 of them died (84 of them from the Spanish flu).



bogdo®mm39emmb gdm3MohYmo MHgbdndemozol 8gootmomgdyem dogmgol, g3gybol
dmgemo d0n359hob dgLodgo bdoMgdmes, 3ogMed  0bmmoEoby o 3dody
93006303960 damIoMmgmdol godm dgooMmomgdymo dogmgddo Lv3zdome 3dndy
309600 YE0 3amIdMIMOd 0ym.

1918 Bgemo

ROAHM Y00 bogommzgmmb ghmabyem stdosdo

One third of the total budget of the country was spent on The Armed
Forces of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, but due to inflation and
the difficult economic situation, the Armed Forces had a rather difficult
material situation.

1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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$960b30m0 O (3b96900L ymazgemmoy®o 9960y. doybgoza  0dobo,
md 9960y LO3IOME IHVZOMAPBIOHMIO00 gobemmom Mgommy®mo Lohygogod
30(300mgd00 GMYNO 0gm O $9GM0L3EIO0 doMoMOEOE MM, Boob o
940l 3006-039300696. 03300m00 30 bmGEL. 3bgbgdol boBogmo 30 BmaygH
30880em00 330090mM69b.

1918 6gemo

©mM379396(h0 O30 bogdotmzgemmb ghm3abyem sédosdo

Daily menu of soldiers and horses. Although the menu was quite diverse
the real situation was much more complicated and the soldiers mostly ate
beans, tea and corn bread (mchadi). Rarely meat. Some of the horses
sometimes died of starvation.

1918

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

M939mOONM0  $0M0L MBOEIOMO o FoMob3dEMY VbBmoYGgds 1919

B9emb.
1919 Bgemo.

©M31896(h0 oYM bogdo®mmzgmmlb ghmazbym oMhd3don

Remuneration of Regular Army Officers and Soldiers in 1919.
1919.
Document from the National Archives of Georgia



306390m0 HgLidydemozob dgooMomgdnem dogmgddo ,budbgMmgdo (309690L
30300mBgMHMm396 o PEbo®m Lobgmgdbol 30 V6HJ9300g6 : dGgmo,
dmo, 3960, 6o60dobo, HEMOdSbY, 390000, 1O3dd, BBO39eM0, o300,
393960bg, 393069, MaLHMEO60, mmdom, boysn, 3060, 99emgdo, sSGOMOM,
0bgmobo , bemdgbo , 3903960 , Fogoemg , FobboMY, FoeMOdMm Y ©.3.
»d0emobo, 1918 Bgemo

ROBH® Yoo bododmmzgmmb  3oMhmodgbdholb  9mzbyem
d00emommg 3090

In the Armed Forces of the First Republic, the military even gave horses
various and strange names: variegated, fashionable, monk, nariman,
boastful, kind, game, pshaveli, mavali, viticulturist, winemaker, restau-
rant, bean, gnaw, donkey, camel, Ararat, Inlis, Armenian, Mercury, Mat-
sale (leave me alone), Clown, Ointment, etc.

Thilisi, 1918

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

1918-1921 Bemgddo dbmagemomdo 3d306306g ,,0030630L° 9300gd00Lmdb gmo, Lodo®magmmb 3gdmmymon
Jmemg®obo o (ool 93000930033 d(hYIOMES Mo3L. 3 93000909000 OLBYYMIOYMd0, MM $3G0b30(390L
985(hgdmb96 o Bgootomgdyemo doemgdol bbohoMmym GoBAL 0o OH30M™M300 YBg3Om BYdomdo.

od0emobo, 1918-1921 Bemgdo

QROHM EEYIM00 bogotmzgmmb ghmzbym stdosdo

In 1918-1921, along with the epidemic of “Spanish flu” raging in the world, the epidemic of cholera and typhoid also
broke out in Georgia. Infected with these diseases, the wounded soldiers were added and the sanitary detachment
of the Armed Forces had to work with a large load.

Thilisi, 1918-1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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LodomM39mMML EOIMY300090eMMdOL 39Momedn Lodbghm dmeMYdgdo
Lo330m bdoMo 0ym. EEIMY300090MA0L EM9LMOL ghmow LodbgMHm
0030 030HMgdmMEe 12 09393090, Lobogmbm gzoMool mab.
®d0emobo, 1918-1920 6emgdo

ROH® EOEYM0s bogommzgmml ghmabyem stdozdo

During the years of Georgia’s independence, military parades were
quite frequent. With Independence Day, a military parade was held on
December 12, the day of the People’s Guard.

Thilisi, 1918-1920.

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

$960b30(3900L goGONMdS M30LYRVM EOHML.
1918 Bgemo

ROAH™ YIS bogo®mmzgmmb 3otmemadgbholb ghm3abnem dodemommg3o80

Leisure of soldiers in their spare time.
1918

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



domgdo oM

99006090y dommgdol  LodGdmenm  g39000boym®gddo
dLobymHmdb9gb, mydEo 0bobo 393660 0y3696 Lobodhotym Hoddgd80. ghom-
96,0 39000006 9emgbgl (33960 PEbMB0S) HE03037mm0 dbHMEMo FoMob 30300
doem3zo 403060d9d omBgdmo JyHboem dbgoMdo: ,, ,,1918 Bgmb, Hmgboi

Lmbyddg o3003bbAgem  Ihg®dL BdyMzo 3006MYP6gdogm  (dmNIg303900L
Lobom), ®o380MO393Ymgdds dbmeme  bmmgmm  bmbhobmsb  (bmgob
obemmb)  8gbdemgl  Boboomdgamdol  goBgzs. o 3bgozm  gemgbgl
003000009090 37930m0d0bL, 030 363600380 o6 338mEMEIdS O odMaem ddgdl
d9boggg®m obdotgdol yhgbl. - ymBom ddgdm, Ih&ob thy3000 03emm, Aol
B0M008bg90LoE bdo RoyBys , dogmg LobamgALOE ©O330h™39096m ! dbmg
00b6939000 odtoem ddgdl o R396306 ombmae d3gmo Johmggmmol
L03o3oE9L. 03 EOML dmbgo IHMOL dy300 33emo380 o MMI dbgmo
d306H@0bo  obozemobo ot 893399R600, $M0MMMONBY bgmmo  ON®IMY,
mmd Lobbemo o6 gh39b9d060 o BoMmdBgYbegmo dLMYMgds Mo30L
dmgoemgmdol 3060900060 393bmol Lghyzodo , GMIgmoE goghomgdobo
R396L0 o Im3nM 3060l hy300L8xMHY3939emgdL. dBdMEO gomozs B3gbo
300060339000. 9emgbgd dbmemmme dgiyg dgobgoo Mmommds. P3060b369emo

390030600 ddmemo Loa® 399bm3aLb300LmVb dmgzobry (9GBo306Mm-HnonLIL
boddg), go0doMmmo Lobhozo ddmes MGMAgMoE OMEad0 Lomodmdwg
3oLhobo. LoodmlL dGdobgds dmaznznwo: Ahgho bmztmobonaod dyoxLgl
3mbogmdmo o Bobgzoto dommo yYboo 303839cmgdm©0m 03 Jo¢oto
o331, GMAgemoE oM gdgm IHMmoL dogmol ©30390c0. dhgeads googm R3gbo
999306900 o 899mgze o0Bym FoMbgbs WMMOBg, Godgbodg 3030
0933040 L o gemghg 58 MM Hy39c Bo0g3069L. IEMOMYdTS FowIM3339L
: 9emgbg , gb3gBgdmmo myMmag - 030960 O™ dMIgE0m odMoem ddgdl
803bgom, obdotmgds omdmyBobm o dghg ™y goboo dmIZomomm. o
obm3603 Yodmgbog googogs 37903900 o 9emgbg ool 6539000 dm33zemgl,
07M3g. dbg 306HboMMOE FMmoboo 3oemo ImByoemgdol od.”

'[" Women did not serve in the combat units of the Armed Forces, although

quite a big number served in the Sanitary Units. The tragic story of one
of the nurses, Elene (surname unknown), was described by soldier Shal-
va Chichinadze in the magazine Mkhedari (horsemen): “In 1918 when we
made the enemy attacking Sokhumi retreat (the Bolsheviks), horror-strick-
en, they only managed to resist near the village of Khosta (near Sochi). We
could see Elene’s dedication, she never left us on the line and provided ap-
propriate assistance to the wounded brothers. — Bravo brothers, the enemy
gunfire has reduced, the sound of cannons has also diminished, they will
leave the trenches soon! That's how she encouraged her brothers, calling
for their bravery. Right there she got wounded in the arm, but she covered
the wound in order to hide blood from us, going on with her responsibilities
under the heavy crossfire of the machineguns. The fight ended with our
victory. She bandaged her arm only after the end. The final fight took place
near the Pshekhovskaya station, on Armavir-Tuapse line. It was a fierce
fight that lasted from morning to evening. In the evening we received an
order. The enemy had approached Tuapse from Novorossijsk and we had
to send half of our force to help the small detachment that was holding back
the force of the innumerable enemy. The enemy learnt of the reduction of
our force and began to attack at the left flank, Several men were wounded
and Elene was taken prisoner. Her plea to let her tend to the wounded
brothers had made the brutes even madder and they mercilessly tortured
and killed her. That's how our sister paid off pyk debt to the motherland.”
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$960b 303000 ym39emEM0Mo ymazob 93bobzgmo byGVMYdNL 3Mmmogo Jytboemo dbgrtolb 1920 Bemol bmdthgdoob.

1920 Bgemo
Jhboemo o300 bodo®mm39emmb 306 modgbhob 9hm3byem dodemommg3ado

Collage of pictures depicting the daily life of soldiers from the 1920 issues of the magazine Mkhedri. From the November 1920 issues.

1920
Journal is preserved in the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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Jhboemo 3bgoh8o odg3nmo Ludodm(b30bm BYGEMgdn bowoE IBIMHNMIILY O booMmoimBg Bodobgdyem FoM0L3IoEgOL ©M3039600696.
1920 69emo

J6boemo o300 bogo®mmM39emmL 306 MOdgbhHL 9B m3670m dodgmommg3odo

The infamous papers printed in the magazine “Mkhedari” (Horsemen) where deserters and soldiers sleeping on guard were shamed.
1920

Journal preserved in the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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bLadbJdOM[M 306301 JdY

1860-0060 Bemgdoob 1917 Bemodwg mdnmobdo Hybgmol 0339600l o3ool, Jgommo bodbgMm LobBogmmgdgmo gbdizombotmgdos.
00 LoLBOgEMgdeMOl d0BBg 1918 Bemol Lgdhgddghmbo o 1919 Bemol Mgdghzeemdn, Jommymo vM3nol PYIFOML M@OEgIh MmO MG I39iL
LOFM30000 FoVdBOEIdINL 3YMLo FoodhoMmgl. 3039 da0moL, 1919 Bemol Lgdhgddghado Lodo®mmzgemml o?hdnol MmEoEghms o PbHgM-
™mB039Mmd ImbodLoBrgdmom gooblby dbomo Lodbgmm bobBogmmgdgmo. budbgdm Lammol dggdbol gMHm-gtmo 0booohME®obY
306390m0 39moy&mob g9bgdmom gomMgn330bohodol Aoboagogdmol dobgrz0m LobBogemMgdemOb godmbymo ma3oEMgde PbhaGm-mx0EG9do
16000 303botny3696 dbogmno Jotmyemo o63ool doGomoo 43039mbgeo, vdo¢hma bodbg®mm Logdob LBZMMOLMOD ghmo LobBogmgdgmaon
00000 gnMoM9de 9939meo bvdbgdmm-3ohMmombym smBGmOL. Mmx0Egmms LoLBS3MgdgemBn Jomgdd brgdmms goboydMmgdolb LoagydzgmBdy,
L3modo 3000gdMEB9L 17-25 Bemol dbomgedtmgdo. ©3m03006¢h0 b ymmomoym Lodo®mmggmml dmdoemodg, 3gmbmeo bodgomm
30000 gdY, YMm@BOEOYMm YEMMM, dMYBEOIYMBOE0ymbolodomemgsn, 00 YygMomgds 9di39mes B3B3 v3907emgdol, 3obomemgdol
0 3mboghgool. LobBogemgdgemdn 8gLigemols AbyM39eM0 goE30eMYd0M OO Nym, 30006 9d0LoMgd vgNmMN. LEv3emS 0ByYygdmM bgdhgddghao,
LBO3MOL bobgMmdmngmde 2 Bemomaobobodmatmgdmees, 30639cm Bgemb 09636 gd0 gon3em0bgb obygdom Lodbgrdmm dmaBogdol, boghomnm
0gmGoyem bodbgdm 3POLL o Loggemg LBOZEMgdLL, bmemm dgmbyg Bgemlb ooYMBMEMBIL b3gE0ommMdgdL dobg30m. Jhodgdol
d0bg00300 bzmemol Pbeod Jogmm 180 0163960, 90-90 Mo Bemol 3obdogemmdedon, 9ggob 120 d390m0 $oMobom3zol, 30 sthomgmoobom3al,
10 30300m9M00Lom30L, boyemm 20 LonbgnbMHm boBoemgdnl MAWEEIM MO dMbOIBOgdTO.

16h9M-maz0390mo  39MLo  3m33mmgdhgdmed bmgddtmol ymzgemBemoytmo goB3g30Lb 89gaoe oMo goB3gnmo ®oBo3YMo
309003000 Y439emodg 30630000900 dboemaoddmmgdolgob. 3yMLBg LEsgme 06ygdmes 9393096 8n. LBzl 3g9Enmeo 30 dMM30060
ogm. bodbg®mm bzmemol bbgoobbgo 3gomeadn bgemadm3ob9tmmObgL ggbgtemgdn: gomMmaon 33060¢hodg, vemgdLobrthyg obtmbozod30ema
0 3mM 336030 (dma300690000 3MembYMo 0?00l ggbgMomo) semgdbobtrg Rbgody.

Lodbgm™m LMoL go®Ms 8gooMmomgdyem dommgddo boogooEom LM BYBIBOMboGMIS, HMIAgMmoE 3MNbO3gdLS O dR3MNbL3-
390390y 9gdlL 038000900 FoMmobomzol. obg3g dMLYIMOY, 9thy300003d3939m0 o LONBYEBOHM-thgdbozndo dogmgdol IgdMmdmmmo
3000038000900b 39MLYdo. bLudbgMmm IMLEALLbYM MO Bmoo ZoBsMMgdaL FoboEgdoe 8gooMomgdYm doemgddo BYbY3Mbatgdos: bugnbrom
(obgymob) O vmMObgYMOL (do¢hoTmombol) LiMmemgdo o FoMob3oEMO Yo039Mbohgho. 000MgdbgdMEL o d1Y3g vEaNMBg 093690mY
Lodbgdmm B9Lgdgdo o LobgemaBdm3obgemmgdo.



Military education

From the 1860s to 1917, there was an infantry military school of the Russian Empire Army in Tbilisi. At the base of this school, in
September 1918 and February 1919, two groups of junior officers of the Georgian Army underwent a three-month training course. In
September 1919, a new military academy was opened in the same place to train officers and non-commissioned officers of the Georgian
Army. According to one of the initiators of the establishment of the military school and the first commander, General Giorgi Kvinitadze, the
officers and non-commissioned officers who left the school were to become the main cornerstone of the new Georgian army. Therefore,
in addition to studying military affairs, the school paid great attention to military-patriotic education. Admission to the Officers’ School was
based on interviews, with 17-25 year olds being admitted to the school. The applicant had to be a citizen of Georgia, have a secondary
education, had to be single, should not have been convicted, paid great attention to physical structure, education and intelligence. The
number of people wishing to enter the school was much larger than the admission seats. The study started in September, the duration
of study was 2 years, in the first year the Junkers underwent elementary military training, general theoretical military course and field
training, and in the second year they were divided according to specialties. According to the staff, the school was to receive 180 cadets,
90-90 for two years, of which 120 for infantry, 30 for artillery, 10 for cavalry, and 20 for training officers in engineering units.

The non-commissioned officer course consisted of the most physically and mentally developed young men drafted into the Army as
a result of the November annual conscription. The course started in December. The study period was ten months. The military school
was headed by generals at different periods: Giorgi Kvinitadze, Alexander Andronikashvili and Colonel (later General of the Polish Army)
Alexander Chkheidze.

In addition to the military school, there was an aviation school in the armed forces, which trained pilots and pilot-supervisors for the
army. There were also training courses for machine gunners and fighters of the engineering and technical forces. To provide general ed-
ucation for military personnel, the Armed Forces operated: Choral (Hundred) and Millennium (Battalion) schools and Soldiers’ University.
Military charters and textbooks were translated and also created on site.
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LodbgG™® LEABOLAHG ML ogth
390m(3997m0 B9Leogd9d0 o bdbgthm
LBo3™M9d0L Lobgemddmaobgemmgdo.
1918-1920 Bemgdo

606900 oEYmos bogo®mmzgmmmb
3oGmodgbhol gbhmazbyem
300emommg3580

Statutes and tex tbooks for military
training issued by the Ministry of Military
Affairs.

1918-1920

The books are preserved in the Nation-
al Library of the Georgian Parliament



obomB399tm0 439000 $960b30(3900L LES3EMgdEl 3BhmaMmodo.
1918 Bgemo

6036900 O30S LEJOHM3gMML JoMHEMEdgbHL ghrM3bm dodemommg3980

Training program for new recruits.
1918
Book preserved in the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

Lodbg®m b3MmMOdn Bomgdol J0MMOdN o LEdM™MS bod Mgz BbyeM3gmb Yo Botgwgnbs. Lzmmadn
800090m696 17-0006 25 Bemodog obo30L OYJmMHB0bgdgm bodoGmmggmmlb dmdomodg 808035(3900.
1920 B9¢mo

©M319896(0 OEI00 LogoGOM3gML 3oHMETGbH0 9HM36Y B0dEOM™MY3530

Unmarried Georgian citizens between the ages of 17 and 25 were admitted to the school.
1920

Document from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

$96380 dmgdgo bognbom (Sbgyemol) o vmMObgYOL (dohomombal) bamengdol 3ndomdol 3GMa&mods.
1920 Bgemo

©M31396(h0 oYM bogdo®mmzgmmb ghm3abym obdozdo

Work program of company and battalion schools in the army.
1920

Photo from the national Archives of Georgia

Conditions for admission to a military school and a list of documents that had to be submitted by the applicant.
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®00emobdo goobLbe bodbg®mm bamemo. LobBogmgdmmol MMEBMG 3MLL PYBS dmgdBogdnbs PAEMMLO MABOEGIL0, bmemm 10 M3006 3GLL
30 6o33em900 (Lg?gObHYd0). LddbgM™ LMoL LobBogImMm 3MMaEMOTS s MBEFIGMIMgdab Lno.
1920-1921 Bemgdo

©M31396(h0 O3PS bogotmmzgmmmb 3otmemadgbholb gHhm3byem dodemommg3o80

In 1919 a military school was opened in Thilisi. The two-year course of the school was to prepare junior officers, and the 10-month course was for
training of sergeants. Military School Curriculum and Staff List.
1920-1921

Document from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



bbgogobbgo mmb bodbgdmm bzmmob JRG®Lgde: 3abgmomo gomMan 33060dhodg; 3969MoM0 demgdlobrty vbEMm™MBN30830eM0 o 3mem3m36030
(0mg30069000 3memmbgmol 96300l ggbgtomn) semgdLobeotg Rbgadg.

1919-1921 Bemgdo

ROH®IO0 Y00 bodoMmmzgmmb JoMmodgddhol gHm367m dodemommg3990

Heads of military schools at different times: General Giorgi Kvinitadze; General Alexander Andronikashvili and Colonel (later General of the Polish
Army) Alexander Chkheidze.

1919-1921

Photos from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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808bobgo0m o cnyobolb dbyoydo hyz008030 393000 dg00MOMgOYTMO 39000930
66> 036900b0b.

1918-1919 Bemgdo
BROH™M YIS bogo®mmzgmmb ghmabymm stdozdo

Infantry armed with rifles and Lewis light machine guns during training..
1918-1919
Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

LodbgMmm bzmmob 39MHLOBHO, 3bgbmbsbms gobymazemgdol 07163960 dobgoem oEOV6N
LoLBO3eMgdeMOl BMEToom.
1920 Bgemo

BOHM EOEIM00 bogo®mm3gmmmb 3o6modgbdol 9hm363m dodemommg3edo

Military school cadet, cadet of cavalry divisions in the school uniform of Mikheil Dadiani.
1920

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament




bogdomm39emm g3mM3MOHYMO ML3Ydmo30L bodbgmm bvdobobdmb maoghm
0hgbhoE0ol EOMgd0m0 BMMHIS.

1919 Bgemo

©M31396(h0 oYM bogdotmzgmmb ghmabym vbdozdo

Temporary form of attestation of officers of the military ministry of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia.

1919

Document of the National Archives of Georgia

Lodbg®m d0bobh®mob dmbLgbgde, Ludbgmm bzmeoal
3oLBo3eMgdgMm™MO bgemazobol dmBohgdol, Bogbgdol, cmgdiz0gdab,
69L0090900L, MOMZa6gdaL godm3zgdobo o bggemg 3g(300006900boM30L
03590000 MObbob godmymazolb gbiobgd.

1920 6gemo

©M31396(h0 oYM bogdo®maggmmb ghm3abym vbhdozdo

Report of the Minister of Defense on the increase of salaries of
military school teachers, publication of books, lectures, charters,
translations and allocation of additional funds for field studies.
1920

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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$060b303m0 P6039MLbohgHol 3Mmamods. $o6bzoEme PYbo3adbohadhdo madhmMmgon bodbgMmgol 3m3ymodnmoa, dothozow smboagddgemo
9600 1300bo300696 ¢M9g(3090L M6OFgEMM3g LdJnbom o bugotMgm 3memothn3to 30mMgdab, MHgbdndemozol 36mbIgdTMINL, 93mMbmIn3yMo

3003 m3otmgmdol, 93994bob obhmEob, Jbmazemombo o bogdotmzgmmb ggmamomnol, Jomymo mohghodytmob, bodbgo®mm Logdobs o bbgs
3608369cmm3060 LO300bgd0L dgbobgd.
1920 Bgemo

©mM371396(h0 OIS bagotmzgemmb ghmabyem sédozdo

Soldiers University Program. Lecturers at the Soldiers’ University delivered lessons to the military in popular, easy-to-understand language on the
current domestic and foreign policy, republic’s legislation, economic situation, country history, world and Georgian geography, Georgian literature,
military affairs and other important issues.

1920

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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LOJoOM3gmML OIMY300090emMBOL O3MZ30L 899093 Lodbghm Lzmenol
396Lbobhmo 3603369cmm3060 boBogmo 930gMoE0odn Bogows o bbgoolbsgs 93946900l
0630080 03LobyG9L. BMHMBg LowGObagmo Lgb-3gglobol g3gommo bobBogmgdemals
Jo®m39em0 09630900, bbgsb ( FoMEbBNEOL-3oMF3603): deMgdLobrtg $0bdotody
o 30mMa0 ME0dgemodg. 139b8g avbob (FoM3bbL-3oME3603): 03069 30Rb6odY,
603mmmmd ;mmbodg o 9emgglbobthg 30667Mod30em0. dmaz0069000m y39emo domgobo
BMbzmo om0l BoMdohgdnmo yrd®mbo Mx0EGId0 Fobs.

Lgb-39gLobo, 1922 Bgemo

ROH® BP0 bogommzgmm 306Mmodgbhol ghm3byem d0dmmommg3o80

After the loss of Georgia’s independence, a significant number of military school
cadets emigrated and served in the army of various countries. In the photo,
France, Georgian cadets of the Saint-Mexan Infantry School, sitting (from left to
right): Alexander Jincharadze and Giorgi Odishelidze. Standing (from left to right):
Ivane Vachnadze, Nikoloz Tokhadze and Alexander Kintsurashvili. All of them later
became successful senior officers in the French Army.

Saint Mexan, 1922

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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bodbgmm B0bobh®ol bmg Hod0830emol d6dobgde, $o68o

39 HYOY-bogob3obommgdemm 3y8omdol bgemddmaabgemog
3mem3m3603 9MHm3gmodol obndszbol dgbobgd.

1919 6gemo

©M379396(h0 O30 bogdo®mmzgmmb ghm3abyem oédosdo

Order of the Minister of Defense Noe Ramishvili on the appoint-
ment of Colonel Artmeladze as the head of cultural-educational
work in the army.

1919

Document of the National Archives of Georgia

$9G0b30300 P6039HLbohgHol LobBogemm IBMaMmods Lud doMomo

6o60emO 0yma@mE: LE3000b900 MOBEAJEEOM3Y (30M3MHYONESB; Ld3ombgdo
39360969000 OMZg00db o budbg®mm Lo3ombgdo. BmHMBY Jomzgmo
LodbgMmmadal bihyoyMo BmBHm

1920 6gemo

BOHM EOEIM00 bogo®mmzgmmb 3o6modgbdol ghm36ym dodemommg3odo

The curriculum of the Soldiers in the University was divided into three
main parts: issues from modern life; Issues from the fields of science and
military issues. Studio photo of Georgian servicemen

1920

Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



BM®NH3do @I budbIVHMHM 6MD®IBIB0

bogdomm3gemmL OIMY300090emmdOL godmbowgdol 893093, LgoMmmM3zgmMmL dg00GmOMgdYMo dogmgdol 3oMmob3oEgde 30m39em bobgddo
99030L MYLgMOL PHMNbgm BME®mIGdIo 0y30690 godmBymdambo. dmogtmmdol 1918 Bemol 12 LgdhgddMmol oagbnmmgdom, bodbmggdobe
o boghmme MHondg gobdobbgogzgdgmo 60360l ¢oMmgde dbmgddg Pbro IML3mdogmoaym Jobmmym $068n. doemg3g 3003 MO 6gdo EotMmnMm
Lodbg®mm LEBboLEHGML oMo dgdmgmm 3Mm3oMEs Jyobomazol ghmzbymo MMl BgMhgddn. MmEBEEgMme Lodbtggddg 30 ogbgtom
00033000900 J.¢m 967 Jomrmyemo emoddo®mo. 1919 Bemoly 30 006306b Lodbgdmm F0bobid™mBo dbogmo dGdobgd0m OVBOHY, HMA MY MBOEID M
Lodb&mggddg 0BgMIMEO 0B0ENOIMgd0 Jd.cm; FoMobzogme LodbMggddg obgdmamoym 3me 30l bmBgho o ,,JoM” o6y Jobmymo. HBGO™
9ma30069000 1919 Bemob 29 03em0bl odx3dbgdgemads 3679003 oOdH 3030 F9MOLIOEMS O MABOEIMMS Hobobodmbiol mEmTs o boboengdobe
0 006080090md9d0L gobo®mABgzo 6086900. 8909360 MABOEIHMO O FoMob3oEMme B39YMgdMH030, LoEoMotm o Loggmg BMMmAgdn. dbogmo
M3l 93039000000 3oemg39 ©MmIMABEY, HMB RMMBFoBY MbOFEGIMIdMS ZoLoMAgzo BmbMmgdo doemnBdg Ybgdmbyemo LobdoMmo godmwao,
Mo3000(3 bdoMow 039(390mo; v1939 Lodombymm bomomgdo goMmgsbzolmobogg bybgdmes. 1920 Bemob 20 v3Mhomb odxyddbgdgemo
36900L 30g®m omgdYmads 306MbIY (33¢Mm0eMgdd Bgohbd BMMISLY S MVBOFEIIMBNL ZoLotmAg3 608b9gdB0. MBOBEIIMBNL ZobotmAg30 60dbgd0
5809600000 Pbd odobogmoym dbmemme bogmomol, BMgbRol o Joemhmb LoygmmmBdg o BmMb&MgdaL Bz Yo odoghgdyemoym
}9MmoEo bogtmgdo 03039 ,,39heo3gd0”. Lobommbm ggotMoodn 30 1919 Bemob 27 Lgdhgddghmnwob godmoygbgdmmo  ™obodgdmdgdol
30630Lb3g03909cm0 6036900.

03MY300090emmd0L Zodmzbogdob 3980093, MA303M900, bLodom3gmmmL BgootMmomgdyem dogmgddo, 03 Bmgdgd0m dbobymHmODbYL, Mo
300 Mybyem 9630080 gooRbom. 1919 Bemob 31 03¢mobL Bomgdynemo 3006mbob ,bodbgdmm J0Mhmo botolbgdol dglobgd gdnemgdol dgi33emol”
0060b300, LogoMmzgemmlb MHgaRmoMym $638o Ludbgdmm Bmgdol 30603900 MVBOTEIOMBOL Fglodedobog brgdms. Mggymotmym o630
mxoEOH9dL Bmgde 960490mMEom MobodEgdMmdgd0l dobgg0m. godmoygbgdmes 89390 Bmgdgdn: cmgohgbobho; ymGmLo cngadgbobeon;
3030000, 300mG0, 3MM3M36030 O 3969EMVmM0. MBOEMOL Bmgdob 30608930Lm30L Lo ZFOMOLO O ngM MVBETIIMBSBY ObA30s. MA339M0
990demgoo godbotnyogo budbgmm bzmmol EOLlMYMgdnL 98mb393980, MYPIO VOLIIMOMO HMYONMO gOYYOOE H™MABmolb dobgz0m
$0630 LdLobyMobL 39393 L3gE0eYNM0 ZodM39d0L RSOIMYONL BggaoE Fg0demgdmd MABOEIMO godboMnyogo.

Lobogmbm g30000d0 06 9MLgdMAE MBOEIMMS Bmgdgdo o 39moMmgdo J3900boymagdol dobgzomo Bmgdmebgb, dogoemomoc:
™(39900L39moYM0; dLgYELAgmeYM; dmobgymol dgmoydo.
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Uniforms and Ranks

After the declaration of independence of Georgia, the soldiers of the Georgian Armed Forces were initially dressed in the uniforms
of Tsarist Russia. By the decree of the government of September 12, 1918, the bearing of the shoulder pads and any distinctive mark
in general on the shoulders was to be abolished in the Georgian army. Soon after, the government allowed the Military Ministry to intro-
duce a cockade hat in the colors of the national flag. The initials GA - Georgian army were written on the shoulder pads of the officers.
On January 30, 1919, the Military Minister added with a new order that the number of the regiment and Georgian were written on the
shoulder pads of the soldiers. Later, on July 29, 1919, the founding assembly approved the uniforms of soldiers and officers and the dis-
tinguishing marks of units and positions. Ordinary, guard, and field uniforms for officers and soldiers were created. It soon appeared after
the approval of the new form that the insignias on the uniform turned out to be very awkward in use as they often folded; Also, summer
coats faded immediately after washing. On April 20, 1920, a law passed by the Constituent Assembly changed the form and the insignias.
From there on, the badges of the position were to be worn only on the collar of the robe, Jackets and and coat, and instead of the lines
, colored pieces of the same collar insignia were to be attached.

After the declaration of independence, the officers served in the Georgian Armed Forces with the ranks they held in the Russian
Army. According to the law “On Amending the Statute on the Qualifications of Military Personnel” adopted on July 31, 1919, military ranks
in the regular army of Georgia were assigned according to the position. In the regular army, officers were assigned ranks by position.
The following ranks were used: Lieutenant; Senior Lieutenant; Captain, Major, Colonel and General. Appointment was not enough for
the promotion to the rank of officer. You could become an officer upon graduation from military school, although there was a provisional
statute that you could become an officer after passing special examinations after serving in the Army.

There were no officer ranks in the People’s Guard. Squadron Leader; company commander and battalion commanders.



9 m3630m0 3mHh039000 d99dbngmo Jotmyemo budbgtmm am®mdob Lozmb3zyHbm
603930, OmIgmoE bdbgEMmMYITd dMB3MOIH03YmMmdL 3odm EONBYLIL.
1918 Bgemo

ROH™M YIS bogotmzgmmb ghmabyem stdozdo

A competitive sample of a Georgian military uniform created with national
motives, which was rejected by the military due to impracticality.
1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

1919 69mb odH303900m0  BMEBoBY MVBVIEIOMOVMY goboMAgz0 BmbMgdo dogmBg ybgdmbyemo Lbobdotmo
300m3ao, Moaobol bdotmoe 039(390MmY; v193g Lodoggbymm bogmomgdo aoMgisbaolmobogg bybgdmee,
030¢hm3 bodbg®m® LodbobEHGML L3gEooEYMS 3MTL0sd Fobdo d30MY 33em0emgdgdal gthobolb Mrg3mBgbros(snd
3ob(so.

1920 Bgemo

©mM371396(h0 oYM bogdotmzgemmb ghm3abyem sédozdo

Uniform adopted in 1919 with the rank distinguishing ferretsPosition proved to be very awkward to wear as
often folded; Summer coats also faded immediately in washing, so a special commission from the Ministry
of Military Affairs recommended minor changes.

1920

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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©00303ydbgdgemo 36mg00b dog® 1919 Bemob 29 03emobl Bomgdyemo 306mb0, MABOEIOMS O FoMOb3dEMO HBOLEAMLOL BME®B0L Jgbobgd.
1919 6gemo

©M39996(h0 o700 bogoMmazgmmlb ghm3zbym stgozdo

The law passed by the Constituent Assembly on July 29, 1919, on the uniform of officers and soldiers.
1919

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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LogdoM™m390mMML MMM MYL3YOT030LMIZYMOMNO FoMob gbzndgdo.
1919 Bgemo
©M31396(h0 oYM bogdo®maggmmb ghm3abym vMhdozdo

Sketches of the regular army of the Democratic Republic of Georgia
1919
Document from the National Archives of Georgia

306390m0 939000 3035000l 3gmMg vmoLYYML dHhodol MMV s $960b3O(39d0
JoGomyem bodbgotm Rm®3sdo. 30m39¢m Gogdo (396hM3n, LodbgEGO™ bodmlb Bgatho
3969600 oemggLobromg ghobmoso.

'~ Lobydo, 1920 Bgemo

. 3mB™ 03I bogo®mmzgmmb 3o6mmodgbholb ghm3bym d0demommg3o80

. Officers and soldiers of the second battalion staff of the First Infantry Brigade in
 Georgian military uniform. First in the center, General Alexandre Eristavi, member of
'~ the military council.

Sokhumi, 1920

. Photo from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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©0003dbgdgemo 30gdolb dogém 1920 Bemob 20 03¢mobl dogmgdyemo dbogmo 306mbo , MAWEIOMO o $Gob3oEms
HoboLoIMbOL BMMOL Bgbobgd.
1920  6gemo

©mM371396(h0 oYM bogdotmzgemmb ghmabyem sédo3do

A new law passed by the Constituent Assembly on July 20, 1920, on the uniform of officers and soldiers.
1920

Document from the National Archives of Georgia




1919 Bemob 29  o03emobl  Bomgdnemo  306mbob  dobgzom,  Lodomzgmmmb
©93m3MohImo  Ggb3ndmozol oMo mBOEIGMIM30L  Bmgdgdel  dobodgds
3mbgdmEo 0b3gdmdgdnl dobg30m. ™obdgdMdgdal dobgwz0m obgLos
99900930 Bmgdgdo: mgohgbobho; BGOMLO Mgodgbobho; 3030¢0bo; dvomdo;
3mm3m36030 o 3969Momo.

1919 6gemo

M 399960 N0 bodoMmzgmmmb ghm3zbym stdozdo

According to the law adopted on July 29, 1919, the ranks of officers in the army
of the Democratic Republic of Georgia should have been assigned according to
their positions. The following ranks were assigned according to the positions: Lieu-
tenant; Senior Lieutenant; Captain; Major; Colonel and General.

1919

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

0006030090™Md930L gobotRgz0 6086900 Lobogmbm gzotmnsdo.
1919 Bgemo
M 399960 NS bogoMmzgmmb ghm3zbym stdozdo

Insignia marking in the People’s Guard.
1919
Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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©OHMIY0m0 ©dYmgde bodbge® bammob aLGYMmIdL goMadg ™AMoL
bo®mobbBg vy3060L 8gbobgo.
1919 Bgemo

©mM31396(h0 O3PS bagdotmzgemmb ghmabyem oédo3dn

Temporary provision on assigning an officer’s rank without completing mili-
tary school.
1919

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

LgBmMO BOFMBOMIOM0 BHMIGEMBn(3 NBY BGOVMJNBOmM Fodm3d
LOAbgEO™M L3MMOL EOFNV3MIONL oMmgdy MMNEMOL Brmegdol domgdol
dby®39emg0b.

1919 Bgemo

©M379396(h0 o3IO bogdotmzgmmb ghm3abym oédozdo

A list of subjects in which those wishing to obtain the rank of officer
without graduating from military school had to pass an examination.
1919

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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Military periodicals

In the Democratic Republic of Georgia, military magazines were published at different times: “Army and Nation”; “Army of the Re-
public’; “Horseman” and “People’s Guard”, “Army and Nation” were independent publications, , “Army of the Republic” and “Horseman”
of Military Ministry, and “People’s Guard” was issued by the Guard.

The magazines published official orders, military-political articles, articles on the military history of Georgia and the world, information
on the ongoing hostilities, discussed military tactical issues, discussed the forms of organization of the army. The magazines were illus-
trated with photos of military-political leaders, officers, and soldiers. Pictures depicting the daily life of the military. In articles, published
in magazines, the authors explained to the soldiers how the service in the army of an independent and democratic Georgian state dif-
fered from the service of Tsarist Russia. They were told that a soldier who had become a cannon fodder in the Russian tsar’s army was
constantly bullied and beaten and was made to shout “Tak tochno” Yes Sir! and “Nikak net” No Sir!, while in the Georgian army he was
needed by his homeland, and the Georgian government took care of his life. If in the past, the Russian army sent him toremote parts
f the state, now the soldier would no longer be sent to oppress and disperse others, and would only serve to defend his own country.
The soldiers were told that the bright future of the country depended on them. If the warrior had previously acted in fear of being shot,
now he had to strengthen his own consciousness and humanity. The newspapers also explained to the officers that the barracks should
become a worthy place for the soldiers not the “threat”: “If new soldiers come to the barracks, you should meet them immediately and
receive them warm heartedly. For new conscripts, new soldiers, the barracks are something of a menace, something dangerous, they
have a bad idea about military service or “soldiering”, and also about the barracks. It is your duty to dispel this notion on the first day and
convince them that the barrack is not a fortress, or a house where soldiers are brought for training, and that “soldiering” is an obligatory
service to the homeland for all young Georgians. *

In addition to direct calls in the newspapers, stories were published, the purpose of which was also propagandistic. In addition to
prose works, the press also praised the soldiers of its army with poems and did not forget to publish pictures of the dead and describe
their heroic stories.
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g4m393306H99cm0 Jhboemol ,,3060 o geob” 306h39tmo bmdgho. Lodbg®mm LdobobhMHML ymazgm3306H 990 JgHbomob ,,HgLdydemozol
309momeEd 1918 Bgmb. byem 4 ondgswd bmdgmo. $960bL“ 306H390m0 bmdgho. godmeomes 1918-1919 Bemgddo. byem ondgdwe
1918 6gemo 17 6mdgto.
J9bom0o o310 bogoMmzmmb 3oMhemodgbhol gehm3abym 1918 Bgemo
300m0mM™9 3530 JHbom0 oMo bogdo®mmzmmb Jotmodgbholb ghmabym
300eM0Mm™M93980
The first issue of the weekly magazine “Army and Nation”. It issued in
1918. A total of 4 numbers were printed. The first issue of the weekly magazine “Army of the Republic” of the Min-
1918 istry of Military Affairs. It was published in 1918-1919. A total of 17 issues
Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament were published.
1918

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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1918 Bgemo

JMboemo om0 bogdo®mmzmmb 3otmmodgbholb gbhmabym
300gm0Mm™MY3980

The first page of the “Army of the Republic” was occupied by the official
department where the orders of the Ministry of Defense were printed.
1918

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

L3mEMgdo3m boboomol bhohoo - ,,8900030 $06H0 07 FogoEd” JyGMboem
,,M9L390em030L $oG0b” 39-11 6mAgMHYo.

1919 Bgemo

JHboemo om0 bogdo®mmzemmb 3otmodgbholb gehmabnm
30deMOM™MY3980

Atrticle for polemics - “Permanent Army or Militia” in the 11th issue of
the magazine “Army of the Republic”.

1919

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



Jnhboem dbgoo®8o b3oGmo 0094009dMm© $0M0b3dEMe Bgtnemagdo, mYd3e
qb Bg0emgdo, 0bg3g MMM g JyHbogmol budbgdm (396360l
30000M00.

1920 69¢mo

Jhboemob o3mos LogoMmgmmmb 306 modgdhob ghm3zbyem
300gM0Mm™MY3990

The “Horseman” magazine often contained letters from soldiers, al-
though these letters, like the entire magazine, were subject to military
censorship.

1920

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

Jnhboem dbgoo®8o b3oGo 00930090Mm© $oM0b3sEMe Bgtoemgdo, mydio
qb 690emgdo, 0bg39 HMaMM3 Fngmmo JeHbogmob budbgdmm (396860l
30000M00.

1920 6gemo

Jhboemol o3nmos LogoMmgmmb 306 modgbdhob ghmsbyem
300gmoMmmg 3990

The “Horseman” magazine often contained letters from soldiers, al-
though these letters, like the entire magazine, were subject to military
censorship.

1920

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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Jnhboem dbgoo®8o 0d9400gdmes
3oth®ombymo o Lodbgdm boboomol
™39gbgdo 0d930gdmML, MMM bmhdolb
dbbodgod M9L3Ydem030LomM30L 3g9dMHdmem
$960b303900.

1920 69¢mo

JMboemo om0 bogo®mggmml
306emodgbholb ghm36yem d0dmommg3080

Patriotic and military poems were published
in the magazine Mkhedari (Horseman), prais-
ing the soldiers fighting for the Republic.
1920

Journal from the National Library of the Geor-
gian Parliament

Lobogmbm 330600l o300 Bhodob JyMbomob
Lobogmbm 3306 09emol 306390m0 bmdgko.
Jhboemo 1920-1921 Bemgddo ;3980 mG$9e
300m0omEo. by Eondgds 6 bmgto

1920 69¢mo

JMboemo om0 bogo®mggmml
306emodgbholb g m36em d0dmommg3080

bobogmbm 3306 09em30 Lbgowslbge mgdohozol
LHOH09dmOD 9PHMOE YymM39emM30L Nd93IOME
©9L31dem030L M3JOB0 OMYNIYID 330MPOIINMO OO
$960b30300 BMHMIdo.

1920 69¢mo

JMboemo om0 bogdo®mmggmmb 3o6modgbdol
9 ™36t d0dMoMm™M93980

The first issue of the “People’s Guard” magazine Along with articles on various topics, the People’s

of the General Staff of the People’s Guard. The
magazine was published twice a month in 1920-
1921. A total of 6 issues were printed

1920

Journal from the National Library of the Geor-
gian Parliament

Guard always published photos of guards and soldiers
killed in the wars of the Republic.

1920

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian
Parliament



™MJL3JOMO30b Madal)

©00MY3000909em0 Lodommzgemm ™ol go®mgdmBo EO0dOMO o ™M3do oobGmYmo dobo oMLgdmdsEs. 1918 Bemol doMdHL-03G0emdn,
39330L00L  3mBoboMoohoL F30GOIMoEbM3ob0 JoGmymo 3mMIPbo Fghbo3zmmgd Boboomdgamdol PBgzo MLAsmYMo o630l Goblgemob
30330L00b POMObAHBY. 1918 Bemol goBogbyembo o Boxbymby Jommymads 8g0oMmomgdymds dogmgddo bmdobo o hyoxbgl mendosb
003boBgmBo dgdmdtoemo dmendg3039M0 ModIgdol oododmbgl o 898093 ©30MMIM030 dmLobemgmdol dmmbmgbom Lmdobe o
HYoxLYLbYE 30bg309L d0mMMA9303900. 1918 Bgembo o 1919 Bemol ™mgdgHm3z9emBo GHYLYIMOL MYNEZ30M YIS dogmgddo hroxby , bmdo
0 3ogMmo v0glL. 930080 30 JoOHMYMO $9M0 vBbOBdYMOL BOMBHBY 3MbHEMIgHg3089 goo30000 O Joemodo 3ogMmo dmgmmo medomydhm
©9603060L $06rg00Lgob goobmogolbymme. 1918 Bmol 0939309080 bLmBbgmbo o bogdommzgmmmb dmmol onbym mdo dmEGRIEMLY O
dboemdoemogol 3oBMol 3303600mgd0L godm. Lmdbyto bomol dmymmmbamo dghgzol 39009300 Jomymao $oMdo JoMbgmModg ooboo,
0330 Imd0eM0doE300L 8980093 3MbAHMBgH93089 30930000 O LdEObEMML RomM3eMm goobmozobyammy Hhgmodhm®Mos. Mo oo dGMohobgmol
Rotg30l dg9c093000 BgBycs. dboMggdo 89mobbdwbgb, MM dbogmdomogdol 3oBMme Logommggmmb Mgbdydmozol 39m3b0emgds oym, bmemm
dm®ABOmL 0BGl boBoemo Loogm, bgohHomot Bmbo godmbows GMImol boznmbol dmo3otMo3989000 1B gooByzghomoym.
1919 Bemob 006360L dmemmb 9.6 bodbMmgm-obogemgm 30330L00b (yoMbolb) Mgbdndemozol FoMgdo dbomnbolb 3oBEodn d9dmodtbgb oo
90030mmMOMmN30 dmbobemgmdol boBogmol obdoMgdom dbommizobg vomgl. Jommymo oMo 3gbghomm gomMmao 330b0dhodol dgmoydHmdom
39(H93989 3030000 O vbo30bol 3obmMo30LYBMM9dNL 3930098 VHM3000LO S VM HOSBOL MEMYgdaE Joemodo OO EHOBbNMMHM (sErOab0)
00039390, 1920 Bemob ©30emBo, boddmmo MYLImoL 39-11 9GT00T ddgmM VoMM O Logo®M3gmMMb M3Y30(300(3 LZOY, MYIBO Johmymas
9900600 gdYemad0 dogmgddo HYLyemo FoMmob IghRgMmgde o Y319300900 dmobgmbo. o3 y39emomMmol JoMmomgmy®mor 1918-1920 Bemgddo Loddmmes
m1bgmoL MMHZob0BIO0MO S EOANBEBLYINM, MVbOE Bmgnghm d98mbigzo8o budbg®mm nbbhG®YIhMEId0ms s F30MgEm0Ebm3e60 HoBIgd0m
©ob3oMmgdoE 9my390md, dmedg3039030 Lodoghmagemml bbgoobbgo 39mbgdo vmodg o¥obygdo dmobyzgl. Mganemotymads FoM3d O
Lobogmbm ggotM00d gl o39bygdgdo doMmhnzo Roobdm. ol Bgdga Mo Lodgmmo GYPLYMTo Logymot Lodmdomodm mddo gondo®m3so,
3mmmbgmmob ™Mol oobtmymo, 08gMmdon3obo o bmdbgmo gooBommo, Lodommzgmml dmbobemgmdol dogbom 30 oLoyMgbo 396
9mdgdbo 1921 Bemob mgdgtzoemao 3g-11, 39-9 o MmgMa-omgbihobol 39-10 v63nol dogmgdnm Lbodohmzgmmmado 8gdmodmo. bogo®mmggmmb
9900600Mm9gdm0 dogmgdo 13960b93M0l gobdogemmdodo PB9300096 Boboomadgamdol g3gyobodo 8gdmamacm Bomgem oem3ngdl.

030M(30900L 9990093 0IYIbJOgMT0 3rg0Od doeMOYMWENYdd FMOZMMBOL ZoEobEs o 930g3EmVEEV3n Bobigemol o 0doob dGdmemol
393Mdgemagdoly yxemgdo dob3o. ©odaeyddbgdgmo 3hgd0l BgzMme Yoogbo BoBoemo o dmogdhmdol dmgogthmo B93to 30 Logo®mzgemmaon
990030 00¢h0393930 Logdoobmdol. 1921-1924 Bemgddo Sb¢ELEM3IN330M FMIOHOMBL EOTOGOEbEY O Lugo®M39MMMI SIMY3000JOTNMIS
domemme 1991 6gemb omowgobo.
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Wars of the Republic

Independent Georgia was born in a war environment and the war ended its existence. In March-April 1918, the small Georgian corps
of the Caucasus Commissariat more or less resisted the advance of the Ottoman army on the Caucasus front. In the spring and summer
of 1918, the Georgian armed forces defeated the Bolshevik troops invading Abkhazia from Sochi and Tuapse districts, and then expelled
the Bolsheviks from Sochi and Tuapse at the request of the local population. In 1918 and February 1919, Russian White Guard forces
captured Tuapse, Sochi, and Gagra. In April, Georgian troops launched a counterattack on the Abkhazian front and liberated the town
of Gagra and entire district from Denikin’s troops. In December 1918, a war broke out between Armenia and Georgia over the ownership
of Borchalo and Akhalkalaki districts. As a result of a sudden attack by the Armenian side, the Georgian army retreated to Marneuli, but
after mobilization, it launched a counterattack and liberated the area, including Sadakhlo. The war ended as a result of British interven-
tion. The parties agreed that Akhalkalaki area belonged to the Republic of Georgia, while part of Borchalo area was declared a disputed,
neutral zone, the issue of which was to be resolved through negotiations. At the end of January 1919, the troops of the so-called South-
West Caucasus (Karsi) Republic invaded Akhaltsikhe area and captured Akhaltsikhe with the help of a part of the local population. The
Georgian army under the command of General Giorgi Kvinitadze launched an attack and after the liberation of Akhaltsikhe, the districts
of Artvini and Artaani also occupied the city of Ardagan. In April 1920, the 11th Army of Soviet Russia captured Baku and attempted to
occupy Georgia, but the Georgian Armed Forces managed to stop and repel the Russian army. Simultaneously, in 1918-1920the Bolshe-
viks staged up to a dozen uprisings in various parts of Georgia organized and financed by Soviet Russia, which in some cases was aided
by military instructors and small detachments,. The regular army and the People’s Guard easily suppressed these uprisings. After Soviet
Russia won its own civil war, ended the war with Poland, turned Azerbaijan and Armenia red, failed to find foothold within the Georgian
population. The Georgian Armed Forces have been resisting the invading Red Army for a month and a half.

After the defeat, the Constituent Assembly handed over power to the government and allowed it to emigrate and continue the strug-
gle from abroad. Most of the members of the Constituent Assembly and some members of the government have started underground
activities in Georgia. The anti-occupation movement was defeated in 1921-1924 and Georgia regained its independence only in 1991.



306390m0 dbmazemom mdob 30330b00b BOMBAHBY , ob3Mgm LodoMmmagmmmadn
®b3oemyMo $060b BobL3ms Jotmm3zgmad F0M0L3IOEIVTS O 3396 NIINYITD
396960 308600830em0L 39m0OH®d0m Bmenmdol 0Gdmeodn godoth3zgdol
3990093 1918 Bamol 8 V30l Imobgtmbgl. BmBH™MBg bmg JmMoboo
(30e0b&0m) BAmemmdol B3 mbdob boddg mmos®gdbe o $oMobogdolb
30M93m(33030.

1918 Bgemo

BROH™M OIS bogo®mmzgmmb ghmabymm sédozdo

At the Caucasus Front during the First World War, Ottoman troops advanced
into western Georgia. Georgian soldiers and guardsmen led by General Maz-
niashvili managed to win the Battle of Choloki on April 8, 1918. In the photo Noe
Jordania (wearing a cylinder) on Choloki River front line surrounded by officers
and soldiers.

1918 Bgemo

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

1918 Bemob BogzbynemBg Jommynmmads $0Mm3d Lemdob Mmemgosb d9dmiMmaemo Gybymo
39303960 LEAbgEEOM HBIGOLESL BB dx3bdBgM hgbohmMod, bmemm
9990093 30 90030eMMOM030 IMbobemgmdol Mmbmgbom Lmdobo o hryoxLalb mendgdo.
Lemgob memgo, 1918 Bgemo

ROH® VY00 bogommzgmmb ghmgbym otdozdo

In the summer of 1918, the Georgian army cleared the territory of Abkhazia
from Russian Bolshevik troops invading from the Sochi district, and then, at the
request of the local population, Sochi and Tuapse districts..

Sochi district, 1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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Johoyemads $063o 1918 Bemol 29 0360bL veeMgMo, 6 03emobl bmgo, 26 30 BHyoxLy
200mm HM3gE 03039 Bemob 31 9330bAHML o30MmagL.

Lmgob mengo, 1918 Bgemo

ROH™M YIS bogo®mmzgmmb ghmabymm sédozdo

The Georgian army captured Adler on June 29, 1918, Sochi on July 6, and Tua-
pse on July 26, 1918, which they lost on August 31 of the same year.

Sochi District, 1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

Lobogmbm g330609emgdn. 3o69obob P3960 bogocdgemBg doc33603 Bol Loboembm
33900000 300035600 Bhodol 39:0Mo - 39eM03M $IMITNO. BMAHM FOOJOYIN0
Lmgoob Lmbyddo godzgdozthgdol 60b

bmgo, 1918 Bgemo

ROH™M YIS bogo®mzgmmb ghmabym oédozdo

People’s Guards. In the back seat of the car, on the right, the Commander of the
General Staff of the People’s Guard - Valiko Jugheli. Photo taken before leaving
Sochi for Sokhumi.

Sochi, 1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia



Lmdbgm-bogdommzgemmb 1918 Bemol Mo omP3Pemme o3Mmdom3o,
0d0emobdo byomaol ddomo Lobogmombdy.
1919 Bgemo

BROH™IYO0 o300 bogommgzgmmb ghmabym vMhgozdo

Burial of the victims of the 1918 Armenian-Georgian war at the Khudadov
Brothers Cemetery in Thilisi.
1919

Photos from the National Archives of Georgia
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LIy MV6MINLEOFNV3MJONLEMLO60IBOZ0ZOBMMYeMLOBbgEOMOMYdoLdmbobo
mgbo. (396M3o bdbgm obobhdmo ghngmem gomMmaodyg (2); $0380630¢hoMgdgmm
©0830L 39000960 - 30eMME0d gmanodg (10); 30e3MMdOL Mo3dFMIMY - bmg
JmG60o (1); bodbgtm dobobhGmob dmognmy o 3mvzoMbOMEIMO - 3gbgMomo
0emggboboMg 3gg30603300m0 (3); BYemo39MH0-boobemmb a3dmbholb botomo -
3909600 gom®man 3086008300m0 (4). (a3MRboemgdBoRoLEYMMOE0RMgd0sM0bdnbodbgdond
Bm3Mmgdoby, HMIgNId0m(3306HM36909000M006RMAHMBISMB036™MN).

1919 Bgemo

BROH™M EOEYM0S bogdo®mggmmlb ghm3zbym vMdosdo

Military parade Participants marking the end of the war with Armenia. Military Minister
Grigol Giorgadze in the center (2); Commander of the Armored Car Squad - Valodia
Goguadze (10); Chairman of the Government - Noe Jordania (1); Deputy Minister

of Military Affairs and Commander-in-Chief - General Alexander Gedevanishvili (3);
Commander of Shulaveri-Sadakhlo Front - General Giorgi Mazniashvili (4). (The num-
bers in parentheses refer to the numbers of persons marked in the photo).

1919

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

1919 Bemob 00630680 9.6 LodbMIM-OLOZEMIM 30330L00L (yoMbob) MgL3ydemozol
$96 9090 bgM39M-098 $9Ygemol 39mOPMMB0m LBEbg-$930bgmb Bgaombl dgndhngl o
obogm(30bg3 ©0mgl, dma30069000 Jotmyema oMo ggbgMomm gomMan 33060¢hodob
39007MHMmd0m sbogmobyg 3o06mo30LYRML O VMOZOB0E doMal. BMH™MBg
0MHOMYZYMoM0O J3900060yma30L, JoMhmymo cmganmbol odtomo MM gdo s
39c0000.

1919 Bgemo

BROHM 90goYmod bogoMmm39emmL 306 MOFgoHNL 9P M3670m B0dMOM™MY3930 OEYMO
JMboemoeob ,,mg90¢hM0 o 3bmathgds”

On January 1919, the troops of the so-called South-West Caucasus (Karsi) Republic
under the command of Server-Beg Jakeli attacked Samtskhe-Javakheti region and
captured Akhaltsikhe. Later, the Georgian army under General Giorgi Kvinitadze liber-
ated Akhalcikhe and captured Ardgani. In the photo, wounded officers and a nurse of
an irregular unit, Georgian Legion.

1919

Photo from the magazine “Theatre and Life” from the National Library of the Georgian
Parliament



1920 Bemob 28 93Momb, Hybgmob Bomgemo o6H30o dogmB8o 8930000 O
0896d003060L gdm3GmOHYMId Mgb3YoEM0303 9OLYdMBLS dgByzadho.
09039 6emob do0bdo GYLYETo 39-11 963003 LugoMmzgemmaBo JgdmeMmo
LE3OEY, MYIEO JoHMNYMd 8g0oMOMdYEM3d dogmgdds dmBabooMdwgzy
990RgMgL, 3mbhE™Agh93089 303000096 O 396 OObg3069L. JMbogm
3bg00M30 09400 3.993006M0dob Aobobohgdo, LBEmMmg v ™AL
obobogl.

1920 B9emo

JMboemo om0 bogdo®mmzgmmmb 3o6emodgbhob ghmazbyem
b0demommg380

On April 28, 1920, the Russian Red Army entered Baku and the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Azerbaijan ceased to exist In May of the same year,
the Russian 11th Army attempted to invade Georgia, but the Georgian
Armed Forces stopped the enemy, launched a counterattack and urged
them to retreat. The sketches of K. Kavtaradze published in the maga-
zine Mkhedari reflect this particular military action.

1920

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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30890 9Ommdob 1919 Bemob 24 9300l bm3g&dn od9d0mo 36mdd JoMmmymo $60b 30gH vMVadb0L dgdaby o gogdab
medob 09603060L GPLYMO MgmMa39eM0Ymo doengdol goBagbool dglobgd.

1919 Bgemo

398900 o300 bOJOMMNZ9MML oM METgbHL gm3bym dodTM™Mg350

Information published in the April 24, 1919 issue of the newspaper Ertoba on the capture of Ardagani by the Georgian army
and delivering Gagra District from the Russian White Guard forces of Denikin.

1919

Paper kept in the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

1920 Bemob 300L30 bddgmms HYLYNEL 3g-11 SGB0LMVD ddMEMdo Moo gotg
30bgm0ob 3306 000L dMOLYYMOL (dohommombol) Fgmey&mobe o sbgnmgdol dgmeytme -
3Mamo ggemodol, 03069 3GLYE30L o Lodm 3MIMM0dol BMHMYO0 JIOBOEH MgohEo o
3bma®mgdedo.

1920 6gemo

JHbomo oEYMm0d bogdo®mm3zgmmb 3o6modgbhol 9hm36ym dodemommy38o

Photos of Gogla Geladze, Ivane Prusetsky and Simo Koshoridze, commanders of the
Kakheti Guard battalion and the companies wounded in the battle with the 11th Army of
Soviet Russia in May 1920, from the magazine Theatre and Life.

1920

Journal from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament

B0030mLdMEMOL, 396900 gomMman 33060dhodol dodomm3zo HIL3PdMO30L Fg0oMOMIdYe dogmgdl 1920 Bemol goBoxsbyembo
0 BoggbyemBg Rohomgdyem LudbgGmm M3ghoE0oms godm. 3odmd3gybrs goBgm Logdo®magmmb MHgbdydemozol 1920 Bemol 12
b9dHgdd&L bmAgHIo.

1920 6gemo

308900 o300 bogoMmmzgmml JoMemodgbhol ghm3byem d0demommgzedo

Address of the Commander-in-Chief, General Giorgi Kvinitadze to the Armed Forces of the Republic due to the military
operations carried out in the spring and summer of 1920. Published in the September 12, 1920 issue of the newspaper
Republic of Georgia.

1920

Paper from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



89000 BmH™MBg Lvddmmo MHYLYNM6 1920 Bemol doobol ™m3do Hysg
Rog306mb0cmo LodbgmHMgdNL EOdMHYBJOS MdTOLOL B3060380L Logy™dg.
939000 3mAH™BY, 03039 LEAbgEOMBO (HY39MINWLE EVIGYBIdL Fgbdg Mgl
30036 ™d0L Lobobemob 98mAo.

md0emobo 1920 6Ggemo

BRMHMIO0 oYM bodo®mzgmmb ghm3zbyem v6hgJozdn

The photo above shows the return of troosoldiers captured during the May
1920 war with Soviet Russia at Tbilisi railway station. In the photo below,
the same soldiers are in the courtyard of the Government Palace on the
third day of their return from captivity.

Thilisi, 1920

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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1918 o 1921 Bgm, bLogomm3zgemml Fomomdmosbo 3ymbol, bgzol
3mbobemgmds MLy d0medg30396m GoB83goL goeHdmbab, Mggymotymo
$960bo o bobommbm gzo®monl dbotodbo6.

bg30, 1918 Bgemo

BROH™ EOEIM0 bodo®mmggmmlb gbhm3zbym vMdosdo

In 1918 and 1921, the population of the gorge in the highlands of Georgia
fought Russian Bolshevik troops in support of the regular army and the
People’s Guard.

Khevi, 1918

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

Mmbgm-Logdommzgemmb 1921 BeMobmdJoomy3yemobobombmgzotwogemgdo.
mdogmobo, 1921 Bgemo

BROH™ EOEYM0d bogdo®mzgmmlb ghm3bym obhdozdo

People’s Guards killed in 1921Russian-Georgian War.
Thilisi, 1921.
Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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Mmb9gm-LogoMM39emML 1921 Bemo M3ob EOLBBYOLO O MV3VE330L Loddmb 12
090963m0b o39060emgde dmE®RIMML 3od8Mo80 Babhngol odyotgdobs o
LEAbMHYM-0MMLOZMgm LdM3MgONL o330L Fglobgd

1921 Bgemo

©M31396(h0 oYM bogo®mzgmmb ghm3abym vMhdozdo

The beginning of the Russo-Georgian War of 1921 and the resolution of the
Defense Council of February 12 on the establishment of order in Borchalo
Mazra and the protection of the south-eastern borders

1921

Document from the National Archives of Georgia

1921 Bemob 19 mgdge30emb, mdoemobob Mo300330L JoM$3960 Lgdhm® o,
Hho00bdgemdo dmabrooto dGMdmmol vdbobggmo My3o. d90ggb0emos
3mem3m3603 (899003330 3memmbgmol 96300l d0gool ggbgtemol)
0emggdLobeotg Rbgodolb dog.

1921 Bgemo

©M31896(h0 oYM bodo®mzgmmb 3otmmodgbholb ghmabymm
d0demommg3080

A map depicting the battle of Tabakhmela on February 19, 1921, in the
right-wing defense sector of Tbilisi. Compiled by Colonel (later General of
the Polish Army Brigade) Alexander Chkheidze.

1921

Document from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament
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OLgm-LogomMzgemmL M3l 30d0botgMINLOL, 1921 Bemol

16 0909630, Mmd0emobLob bobgemadBoxm Ybo3gdLohghob

9dhme 030069 $930b03300m0b B0gH LogoMHN39emMmML MgLidydemozol
©00903dbgd9emo 3rgd0b 30r9B00013m06 vMHLIIYMO MO30(330L
3m30hghobodo gogdogboemo Bghoemo boog ¥6039GLohghob dmgemo
LodgEBogE™ 39MLMbOMOL Lobgemom ™Mo bbgoobbgs BmE®Iom
Rotrmn30bom3z0b by®z0mb 3odmmd3odl.

o A 1921 Bgemo

- %‘W v ©mM379396(h0 oYM bogdotmzgmmmb ghm3abym oédozdo

wreioh & Wbgisen
B0k gebagind godoio Mﬁ

During the Russian-Georgian war, on February 16, 1921, the rector
of Thilisi State University, lvane Javakhishvili, sent a letter to the 000amobob 3969Gem-3ndgmbahmEEL dmazaemol Jogmgo
Defense Committee of the Presidium of the Constituent Assembly ~ 80Q@039¢p0dob 8096 0007380 magdo Bnogdmdol
of the Republic of Georgia, expressing his desire to participate in ~ ©6336909¢0 3togmm 3om®aadgbmob 3ogdogbocmo

the war in various ways on behalf of all academic staff. bohgm9ga™BMm Bghymdnbyds - Jotmymo soGob Joge
1921 19 0909630emb dmB0bosMmBga0l odotmzbgdobo
Document from the National Archives of Georgia 00 (939900 093060 Bgbobgd. o8 gL, mdagmabab

003000(330L (396¢MOMYM Lgghm®o JHM39emd
LodbgMmmgdds 3g-11 96300l 58-g Abd Mg BGHOZoE
,,3900063mb bago®Hmggmmb dgnomomgdnem doemgdl. bobgamo 000g30b bHgmOE 3006oaYML. BomgaotBogargdol
00 0O, 3063 bOFTMIMML MOz0 FgbBatd o 3B0cYmO© ©653003L 530-809 oY3gemo o 1000-Bg dgho dy3gce
omgbms d6dmemols 39emBg*. Rogotboemo 89000a06c00.
bogo®mggemmls odmdbgdgemo 36900l mogdsmdstol, Bozmenms 1921 Bgemo
Bbgodob, 1921 Bmols 22 0gdg6H3mob 08B0z Bmsgs®botomol Q3989600 ©aEIIS bago®aggmmb gHm3byew sgogdo
BgMoem gomdao 33060¢hodobodo
?%231 6&3 80 330000 e A telegram sent by the Deputy Governor-General of

003199600 o900 bagomggmml ghmsbym stdogdo Thilisi Shalva Maghlakelidze to the Government Rep-

. resentative of Batumi District Grigol Giorgadze - on the
“Cheers to the Georgian Armed Forces. Honour and glory of those defeat of the enemy by the Georgian army on February
" who sacrificed themselves for the homeland and fought heroically 19 @nd taking of hostages. On this day, in the central

" on the battlefield. “ February 22, 1921 Address of the Chairman of defense sector of Thilisi, the Georgian militaries almost

the Constituent Assembly of Georgia, Nikoloz Chkheidze, to the ~ cOmpletely destroyed the 58th Rifle Brigade of the 11th
Commander-in-Chief General Giorgi Kvinitadze, Army. The loss of the Red Army amounted to 530 dead

1921 and more than 1,000 captured.
1921
Document from the National Archives of Georgia

Document from the National Archives of Georgia
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Galaktion Tabidze’s poem “at Thilisi” was pub-
lished during the ongoing battles near Tbilisi

in the magazine N6 of the People’s Guard in i easgntifSnafiate —— o6393060606008300m0 ommg0dhgbobho
1921. s S gl a i bt oD030m0 0000009, 00137 gd0l goMoo
1921 ;”imng et Ll O600mEDB0 000360 4 0Q039H0ES 42
Journal from the National Library of the Geor- J i ’ E st g 0963960.
gian Parliament Fey 1921 Bgemo
M 3399960 om0 bagommggmml
9 m36ym oMgozdo

List of military school cadets in the Rus-
sian-Georgian war in 1921, killed and
wounded. 9 cadets killed in the war:
Alexander Akhvlediani; Platon Dolidze;
Shalva Eristavi; Pavle lakobashvili;
Levan Kandelaki; Otar Lortkipanidze;
Michael Lolua; llia Jandieri and loseb
Jandieri. Two officers of cadets were
killed: Major Arjevan Ananiashvili and
Lieutenant Irakli Toidze. In addition to
the dead, 4 officers and 42 cadets were
wounded in the battle.

1921

Document from the National Archive of
Georgia

Mbgomob 39-11 o630l g3mbgeme MmdeMabo
1921 Bemo 25 mgdghgomb.

ndoemobo, 1921 6gemo

ROAHM ©EOEYM0d bogo®mzgmmb gHm3abym
o6 dozdo

Entry of the 11th Russian Army in Thilisi, Feb-
ruary 25,1921.

Thilisi, 1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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OMY3Ye0 096360 900: 0mLYY $960009M0, MMOG MmO MNJoxwobndg s doemzo ghobmeso.
1921 B6gemo

ROHMIYO0 OEY00 bogoMmzgmmb JoMmodgbdol gehmabyem dodmommgzodo

Killed Junkers: loseb Jandieri, Otar Lortkipanidze and Shalva Eristavi.
1921

Photos from the National Library of the Georgian Parliament



GLgm-Logommzgemmb 1921 Bemob MmTob GOH®L BOHOBaYmmo Lodmzom
REmbo $9336mLobo 30909600 ,,30mM93 BYPLML* BeMOgdobmdnm
Lo HOEMgHOMm EObIOMOSL NB93d Jotmyem Bobnemgdl sa3boBgmaly
ROMbGHBY.

1921 Bgemo

ROAH® 90IOYM0d M030L7RBOM0 06hghbgh Gaby®dLgdNELL

During the Russian-Georgian war of 1921, the French navy provided
artillery assistance to the Georgian units on the Abkhazian front under
the flagship of the armored cruiser Waldec Russo.

1921

Photo taken from the free Internet resources

MLgm-bodommggmmmb 1921 Bemolb mBob MHmb 30330Lombb

D09 Hgboemgdol g3o3emom , RMomm 30330L000b HYLgmds
899m0y30b0 39-10 06300l G0dgb0dg d9bogemo o nMganmedo
89303960 HB39d0. 3o, IMEMob ghm-ghmo dobo® hm3zogzolb
L,0003MmM0L MLYMO 306 H0BbYMO GoBT0" HMBgmoE BmAHMBY Modol
begzgem Mmgddo.

1921 6gemo

ROHM EEYIM0d bogotmzgmmb ghmzbyem sédozdo

During the Russo-Georgian War of 1921, through the Caucasus
crossings, Russia imported several units of the 10th Army and irreg-
ular Bolshevik detachments from the North Caucasus. Among them
is one of Dzandar Tokayev’s “Digori Ossetian partisan detachment” in
the photo in the village of Ghebi in Racha.

1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia
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1921 Bemob 19 09396 30emb ynddotmob 6o3bbatg39000 LOMY3S MdoemoLb
LobgemadBoxm P6039ELHIHEL J0M390mo 39MLOL bhygbho, dmByscmgdol o dotm
90yo830em0.

do63bb03: dobm oyv830emob mbm

90633603 ,Logdommzgmmb MHgbdndemozol” 1921 Bemob 23 mgdgtzmol bmdgHado
00930000m0 bg3OMEMM30

ROHM O 3od9m0 OEYI0S LodoM™M3gemMML JoModgbhol gemabymm
000eM0Mm™MYy3980

On February 19, 1921, a first-year student of Thilisi
State University, medical nurse Maro Makashvili,
was killed by grenade debris. Left: Photo by Maro
Makashvili Right: obituary printed in the February
23, 1921 issue of the Republic of Georgia

To the left Maro Makashvili

On the Right: obituary printed in the February 23,
1921 issue of the Republic of Georgia

Photo and the Newspaper preserved in the Nation-
al Library of the Georgian Parliament
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$0386mbobo dohoMmgdemgdol Mool dgmoymobe o G 3060380L 3m39bobH 3otmmns gmansdob dogt 1921 Bemob 16 ot bogmgmoob domyddo
393803600m0 093980 33 MINL MO335MBOGL.30MME0S ZMayadg ol GoBIMb ghmo Bl gdlL, GMI Lobbemol P3960L369¢m B39modwg
00Gdmemgdl LEFIMOML ObOEZOC.

1921 6gemo

ROHM O ©M3999600 OEYM0 bogomM3gmmb ghmzbym sthdnsdo.

A telegram sent by Valodia Goguadze, Commander of the Armored Trains Detachment and Railway Commander, from Nigoeti to Batumi on March
16, 1921, to the Chairman of the Government. Valodia Goguadze gives oath with his detachment that he will fight to the last drop of blood to defend
the homeland.

1921

Photo from the National Archives of Georgia

161



2
162

bLOJoMd33MMbL ©IFM3MHIDNITI0 MHIAL3JGNJNL ©u 3aM3VBNNL
bUdbIPMM-ON3MM3u0NIM0O IMDOINIMAMB360

Logdo®mmggemmb 06t gm0z gbz0o o 9&ol dmB0bogg gobomemgdyemo LoBmgoEmgdy 300 3o 03BMAOMY ggthdubym 39mmb G, 0Lobo bobhgdodhyMoe
936mMOMEBbeb g3trm3nem 3MrgLiol o M3 0009369000090 g9 dobool 3memadnzobe o 3YmmbPGOL. JoMhmz9tmo 0bhgmnggb30o VL vLgd
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Military - Diplomatic Relations of Democratic Republic of Georgia and
Germany

The Georgian intelligentsia and the nation’s advanced educated society were well acquainted with German culture, they were systemati-
cally acquainted with the European press and followed German politics and culture. The Georgian intelligentsia greatly appreciated the original
culture of the German nation and distinguished their best qualities. Germany became a role model for Georgia in nation building and identity.
During World War |, the Russian Empire was embroiled in anti-German mass protests and rhetoric, yet Georgians did not change their views
on Germany.

This attitude of Georgia can also be explained by the fact that the hatred of the Russian colonial regime and the longing for liberation gave
rise to the hope of possible German help. This fact does not contradict the truth, but it is not enough to clarify the issue. The traditions of Geor-
gian-German relations can be traced back to the distant past.

The cultural prestige of Germany was strong in the Georgian youth at the beginning of the XX century, it was not inferior to the authority
of France in the generation of Niko Nikoladze and Sergi Meskhi. Sandro Shanshiashvili published a letter in 1912 stating that Georgian youth
should grow up in Germany, because that is where the depth of soul, philosophy, science and excelent poetry could be encountered, and it is
important for Georgian youth to assimilate and understand German values and principles".

At the same time, Konstantin Gamsakhurdia, who was in Kennigsberg, exemplified the respectable qualities observed in the character of
the Germans to the Georgian nation. The Georgian National Committee for Independence emerged in Europe, its members contacted German
government officials and shared their political aspirations. This relationship was the fellow-feeling of the Georgians for Germany, which grew
closer to high military and political circles. Wilhelm II's plan was to weaken the anti-German military camp and remove Russia from its borders,
which would lead to the creation of buffer states in Poland, Ukraine and the Caucasus. It was this fact that made things easier for the Georgian
Committee. The Georgian National Committee even managed to conclude an agreement with the German government, which provided Ger-
man assistance in gaining Georgia’s independence.

Germany’s support for Georgia was important, as Georgia found an ally in Europe and the relationship had grown from moral compassion
to business. The work of the Georgian Liberation Committee has yielded results. Germany financed all the activities of the committee, as well
as ensured the formation of a Georgian legion on Ottoman territory, and began to provide arms to Georgia by submarines. Such relations paved
the way for Germany to recognize Georgia’s sovereignty. Indeed, as soon as Georgia gained independence, Germany undertook to protect it.

V. Lenin described the restoration of Georgian state sovereignty as “the occupation and complete conquest of Georgia by the German
imperialists.” During World War Il, the rhetoric of the enemy icon became stronger and the Germans were recognized as occupiers. During the
Second World War, special attention was paid to the creation of an ideological “enemy icon” from Germany. Brochures, books, and publications
at the time stated that the German units of 1918, which had been called upon to strengthen Georgia’s independence, were equated with the
Nazi invaders, and the Georgian government was a complete slave to them.

Soviet scholars were actively involved in revealing the nature of Georgian-German relations. Was there any evidence other than Lenin’s
political assessment? The main argument of the Soviet scholars was Zurab Avalishvili’s entry from his book “Georgia’s Independence in the
International Politics of 1918-1921".

1 Giorgi Leonidze State Museum of Georgian Literature, S. Shanshiashvili Foundation, Georgia # 5558-Kh.
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When Georgia declared independence, the government sent a delegation to
Germany to provide the recognition of Georgia’s state sovereignty, ensure its in-
dependence, and gain official support from the country. Zurab Avalishvili was a
member of this delegation. During the meeting with the staff of the German Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, the Georgian diplomat informed us of the content of his
conversation, from which it becomes clear that some part of the German govern-
ment was thinking of restoring the monarchy in Georgia, some hoped to establish
a protectorate and so on. Dr. Simmons spoke about the geographical distance of
Georgia and noted that Georgia does not prevent its geographical location from
joining the German Federation. Simmons and Avalishvili were actively talking
about this issue, Avalishvili asked Simon the following question: “How do you
imagine the situation of the future German representative in Georgia?” “Simmons’
response to this question was as follows:” The future German representative in
Georgia would be formally a diplomatic representative for Germany, in essence,
he could be closer to the British resident to the independent state of India. “There
are no more specific issues to be discussed on this topic. According to German |
politicians and military officials, ties with Georgia should be close and Georgia |
should remain completely independent.

On behalf of the Georgian National Committee, Giorgi Machabeli proposed to
the German authorities at the beginning of the First World War the idea of restor-
ing the monarchy in Georgia and making one of the sons of Emperor Wilhelm |l
king. After the declaration of Georgia’s independence, this issue was not raised
seriously either in Thilisi or Berlin>. Suppose a resident was indeed sent from
Germany and Georgia was found to be under German protection on the basis of
a protectorate. It was far better to be in German subjugation than to be deprived ¥
of all political rights in the “prison of the peoples” of Russia. Tsarist Russia’s policy
towards the conquered peoples was imperialistic, it addressed the assimilation ==ags
of society. Maintaining close ties of indigenous nations with tsarism were vital to =
them. Kaiser Germany was a country of European order with much higher culture p
and capabilities than Tsarist Russia, so relations with Germany would not turn
Georgia into a colony; in terms of internal governance, Georgia would maintain
free, autonomous rule.

The situation of Georgia under the protection of Germany with the princes or
residents of this country in Thilisi, will still be a subjective understanding of the
issue and not a factual reflection of reality. Such a theory and approach was dis-

2 Astamadze G., “Schulenburg and Georgia 1911-1921” http://german-georgian.archive.ge/ka/
170 blog/36,- last checked 18. 07, 2020;




cussed by a number of ordinary officials of the Kaiser Foreign Ministry. A “friendship, economic and legal agreement” was prepared between
Georgia and Germany, but it was not signed. The legal norms of Georgian-German interdependence were not even discussed at the level of the
heads of delegations. At the first stage, Germany recognized the full state independence of Georgia. According to one of the German experts,
about thirty people knew where Georgia was located, they showed great interest and showed sympathy to establish friendly relations between
Germany and Georgia. *

The agreement signed in Poti on May 28, 1918, due to the state of war between the two countries, regulated military, financial and trade
problems and did not provide for the legal principles of relations. Therefore, we cannot discuss it in this context. In June 1918, a German mili-
tary-diplomatic mission led by General Friedrich Sigmund Kres von Kressenstein arrived in Thilisi, consisting of two Bavarian battalions of 1,800
fighters. The mission was carried out with the consent of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. *

In his speeches and addresses, von Kress added that the main reason for the Germans to come to the Caucasus was to help the Georgian
people. The Germans came to Georgia as friends and pledged to protect the country and help the Georgian people to restore their old state-
hood and independence. “We are here not as winners, but as friends, and this is the basis for our further cooperation.”

Upon arrival in Thilisi, the German officers visited the museums of the Literacy Society and visited the historical-ethnographic museums.
German officers were actively acquainted with the Georgian ornamental culture and equipment or manuscripts, and many officers were delight-
ed to see them. The behavior and respect of the Germans for Georgian culture and traditions clearly showed that a representative of a civilized
nation entered the country, which was positive towards the Georgian people with a great and unique past, valued its national treasure and was
ready to contribute to the further spiritual culture or education of Georgians. For raising. Some examples can be used to illustrate:

1. In July 1918, the German-Georgian Cultural Society was established in Thilisi, in the formation of which the main role is played by our
compatriots educated in Germany, as well as the current National Council and the Georgian intelligentsia. Its creation was supported by both
the government of the Democratic Republic and the official representation of Germany in Georgia. It was aimed at making friends between the
two nations, bringing their cultures closer together and dialogue.

2. In August 1918, the German government established 10 scholarships for Georgian students. The Ettal Monastery in Bavaria sent several
Georgian children to the gymnasium at its own expense and awarded each of them a scholarship in the amount of 15,000 marks.

3. German Kartvelologist Richard McClellan, Konstantine Gamsakhurdia and Giorgi Kereselidze were invited to be editors of Berlin pub-
lishing house Der Noye Orient, a Georgian literary and scientific magazine in the European Moambe, founded by a Berlin publishing house. &

Turkish askers invaded Borchalo district, German soldiers supported the Georgian units against them and repelled the enemy from the
borders of Georgia. It was after this event that the German military earned the benevolence of the Georgians. 4 Germans also lost their lives in
the military clash. Fighters dedicated to the freedom of Georgia were put to rest in a German cemetery near Avchala Street in Thilisi. *

The Germans saved Georgia from Ottoman looting and enabled the Georgian people to restore their national statehood, which had been
abolished 117 years ago. Unlike the Russians, they did not invade Georgia and did not interfere in the formation or subsequent activities of
the government of the Democratic Republic. “Georgian Mkhedrioni (militaries) and its loyal allies, the German colonists, dominated Georgia;
That Georgia was transformed into a German colony, where German military commanders, local German industrialists and landowners rallied.”

Paichadze D., “Germany-Georgia failed document.” “Tsiskari”, 2000;

»Saqartvelo” newspaper, 1918 K. July 26;
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Such narratives exist in modern Russian historiography. Soviet-Communist assessments of Georgian-German relations continue to dominate.

Some actions of the German military contingent in Georgia are clearly exaggerated, but several isolated cases have been identified. At the
time “Ertoba” stood out from the newspapers in Georgia with its critical position, which did not ignore the behavior of the Germans.

According to the mentioned newspaper, the economic situation in Georgia was extremely difficult, the country was closed and the amount
of food was not sufficient to feed the locals. The public expected the Germans to allow Ukrainian bread to circulate on the Black Sea and create
economic benefits for the country; instead Germany itself would buy bread here. German soldiers were living in the villages of the German col-
onists, and the facts of their negative behavior were exposed by the “Ertoba” newspaper. German soldiers defended the colonists and often the
army interfered in the relations between the colonists and the neighboring villages, judging them according to their capabilities and imposing
fines. In the newspaper, the author also spoke objectively, adding that such cases were exceptional and that the German army had faithfully
fulfilled its promises: “ “Not only did they deliver us from the Ottomans, they also helped us to declare our independence.”. “The positive effects
of German entry cannot be mitigated in the slightest by the negative effects of some of the activities of certain elements listed above.” &

In his memoirs, the head of the German military-political mission, General Friedrich Kres von Kressenstein, talks about the protracted First
World War, focusing on the negative impact that the war had on the discipline and morale of German troops. Some military units that entered
Georgia, namely the Bavarian Light Cavalry, the Prussian Battalion of Fighters, were lame in discipline, and this part was characterized by
excessive rudeness and rebellious behavior, according to the memaoirist.®

“Officers carried out and executed death sentences, made to pay indemnities and burned homes, confiscated goods from certain villages,
and so on.” One evening, two German soldiers in Thilisi assaulted several local women. The soldiers were immediately arrested, according to
the periodical press, there was such a fact as well. The main thing was how eyewitnesses from both the government and the opposition eval-
uated these facts. For more clarity we need to witness the various editions that reflected the Georgian political life of the time. The Georgian
nationalist newspaper “Sali kide” wrote that the activities of the Georgian people were a sign of deep faith in the presence of the Germans, as
the Germans respected the Georgians and this also affected the public mood. The Germans by their behavior emphasized that they were in
an independent state. “Our people were growing up with this necessary feeling and perceptions.” 1°

German aid has never transcended the boundaries of friendly relations, and their presence in Georgia was of great importance, the Feder-
alist Public Affairs stated: “The neighborhood of a disciplined and highly polite people in the midst of total disintegration and decay was inevi-
tably of cultural significance to a state in the process of reconstruction.” ™

German troops came to Georgia in the name of democracy and their main obligation was: to protect the Republic of Georgia from the in-
vasion of the enemy and not to interfere in its sovereignty and domestic affairs. The main proof of this was the Georgian population. “Germany
has fulfilled its obligations to Little Georgia and at the time of its historical sacrifice saved it from extinction and Ottoman slavery,” such was the
viewpoint of d the social-democratic newspaper Borba. '

Georgians will pass on to their descendants and will never forget the German command and the work of the army in general. Throughout
its stay here, the Germans “did not become a state graveyard, but a cradle of our independence.” '3

Spiridon Kedia became the leader of the National Democratic Party, saying “German power helped us at the most precious moment in

8 :Ertoba: newspaper, 1918 K. September 25;

9 ”Saqartvelos Respublika” newspaper,“ 1918 K. October 3
10 “Sali Klge” newspaper, 1918. August 27;

11 “Sakhalkho Sagme”, 1918 . October 26

12 ,00pBOa“ newspaper, 1918., October 27;

13 “Sakhalkho Saqme”, 1918 ., December 1;



the history of Georgia, with its help in gaining independence and with a friendly hand we stood inside and outside and built our strength and
body.” ™4

In the Social-Democratic Memorandum of Georgia, Archil Jajanashvili, a well-known publicist of the Socialist-Federalist Party, wrote to the
International Bureau that “Germany has fulfilled its obligations in good faith and has not used its power against Georgia.” This opinion is not
only of the Social Democrats, but of the entire Georgian people. “ '°

“The troops of the old German regime treated us here gently and did not slightly violate the sovereignty of our nation,” said Noe Jordania at
a session of the Georgian parliament. The overthrow of Wilhelm Il rule was followed by the Germans leaving Georgian territory. Noe Jordania
focused on the role of German troops in the formation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, saying that “the command of German troops
gave us an example of recognition of Georgia’s sovereignty and non-interference in internal affairs.” “We are socialists and democrats, they
are monarchists, nobles, the difference between political and ideological was great. Nevertheless, our relationship was loyal, friendly, and
sincere. ” 16

Germany’s non-interference in Georgia’s internal affairs and its generous fulfillment of its promise received a great response in the Geor-
gian press and political spectrum. The work “Little Book on Modern Georgia” published in Thilisi in 1920. "7

In the autumn of 1918, the Georgian Social Democrats sent a letter to the International Socialist Bureau, emphasizing that “it is a matter
of dignity and we owe it to the International to reaffirm that Germany has not violated its dignity through betrayal or violence in Georgia.” Ac-
cording to American historian f. Kazemzade, “Overall, the German occupation turned out to be good for Georgia.” And the British researcher
J. Brinkley also confirms that Georgia successfully exercised its independence before the arrival of the British. 8

It is also interesting to note that the defeat of the Kaiser and the Central Powers in World War | forced Germany to withdraw its troops from
Georgia, and by the decision of the Supreme Allied Council, British Army Regiments were stationed in Georgia in December 1918. The British
tried to prevent the Germans from returning home peacefully. The Georgians did not forget about the Germans and tried to do everything to
make the Germans leave Georgia peacefully. The Ministry of Defense of Georgia also held a banquet for the Germans in Kutaisi, and the
Government of Georgia, in the presence of a large crowd, saw the Germans away from the railway station with dignity. German soldiers and
officers were awarded the Order of Queen Tamar for their contribution to the protection of Georgia’s state independence. The invader and the
occupant are not seen off home like that

“Germany’s interests did not violate Georgia’s sovereignty and did not oppose its national aspirations, therefore Germany did not act com-
pletely unselfishly in Georgia, it was driven by sound economic and political interests here. Germany did not consider Georgia as a satellite,
the partnership stood higher for it, because the cooperation with the partner country is based on an acceptable and favorable principle for
both countries. This can be clearly seen from the book of the Minister of Finance and Trade-Industry of the Democratic Republic of Georgia
Konstantine Kandelaki, According to K. Kandelaki: “If the Germans took advantage of the rhythm of our invasion and presence here at that
time, it is fair to say that everything was set in order.” '°

During the Germans’ stay in Georgia, an agreement was reached, according to which the exchange rate of the local currency - the Bonn
and the German mark was set in the ratio: 1 mark equals 1 ruble and 25 kopecks. According to the Georgian press, both the government and

14 Georgian Parliament, 1918 October 26 Session Verbatim report;
15 “Sakhalkho Saqme” newspaper, 1918, December 1;

16 Jordania N. “My Past” Tb., 1990;

17 Small Book about Georgia. Tb., 1920;

18 Atanelashvili A. “Bloody Lessons”. Tb., 1999;

19 Kandelaki K., “Georgian National Economy”. Second book, Paris, 1960; ;
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individuals could buy a stamp at this exchange rate, and Bonn inflation did not affect the exchange rate.

For the 6-7 months that the history of this relationship counts, it has been an impressive example of goodwill, mutually beneficial business

cooperation and partnership. It is difficult to talk about how the German-Georgian relationship would have developed and what concrete form it
would have taken if it had lasted for a long time and had not been hindered by external factors. 2°
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