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Roland Topchishvili

HISTORICAL-ETHNOGRAPHIC REGIONS OF
SOUTH-WESTERN GEORGIA

Summary

Formation and development of the Georgian people and their ethnic culture took place
on the territory of present-day Georgia and its historical south-western provinces. Main part
of south-western Georgia today is beyond the border of modern Georgia, on the territory of
Turkey.

The entire area/territory of settlement of the Georgians consisted of different territorial
units. These territorial units, historical-ethnographic parts, were called in Georgia the
“communities”. These units were characterized by specific ethnographic peculiarities.

The present work deals with those historical-ethnographic parts of Georgia, which are
within the modern Turkey. The majority of historical-ethnographic parts of south-western
Georgia, now being on the territory of Turkey, in fact, by today has lost those ethnographic
peculiarities, which were strictly preserved till 18" -19" centuries. In addition to Samtskhe
and Javakheti, in south-western Georgia we have the following historical-ethnographic parts:
Shavsheti, Klarjeti, Erusheti, Kola, Artaani, Tao... The Black Sea south-eastern coastline
was settled by the Chans (Lazs), which have spoken Chan (Laz) dialect of Zan branch of the
Georgian language. The historical situation enabled only a small part of the Lazs (Chans) to
co-live in the Georgian state.

The Georgian traditions preserved till last time are gradually being forgotten. The
traditions here were an integral part of the common Georgian traditions. Uninterrupted close
economic-farming relations existing among inhabitants of Shavsheti, Tao, and Klarjeti
served for preservation of this phenomena. These parts of Georgia had the economic-farming
relations not only between each other, but also with the inhabitants of historical-ethnographic
parts of East and West Georgia. More than one fact of migration was proved. Even more,
after endogamic wedding relations were established among Muslim Georgians, the wedding
relations between the inhabitants of different historical-ethnographic parts were not
suspended, for example, from Adjara many women were married in Shavsheti and Klarjeti,
Machakhela dwellers — in Imerkhevi...As well as in Georgia, in Turkey the oldest Georgian
traditions, habits and customs are disappearing rapidly. Therefore, they should be fixed and
brought into scientific circulation.
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Inga Ghutidze

THE FORCELY MIGRATED GEORGIANS IN TURKEY (BURSA, INEGOL)
(ETHNO-LINGUISTIC REVIEW)

Summary

This paper is ethno-linguistic review about the descendants of forcely migrated
Georgians who were forced out from the Caucasus by Tsar policy in the 19" century.

Today most of the descendants of the forcely migrated Georgians live in Inegol, the
Bursa region of Turkey, which is characterized with diversities of ethnic groups; they inhabit
20 villages and represent 35% of ethnically diverse population. There has been no previous
research on the language and identity issues of this group of the ethnic Georgians.

Three different groups of the ethnic Georgians are described in this paper.

Language is the main link between the ethnic Georgians and their Georgian identity.
When we ask the Georgians, living in Turkey, who have never been to Georgia, who do not
read and write Georgian, and who received their education in Turkish language, what is their
mother language, without hesitating they answer that their mother language is Chveneburi
(resp.: the Georgian language). Turkish is their second language.

This paper explores the reasons of importance of the Georgian language for Gurjis
(resp.: the Georgians) within Turkey.
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Maia Mikautadze

MIXING THE SPEECH CODES IN TAO DIALECT OF THE GEORGIAN
LANGUAGE

Summary

Tao, the historical part of Georgia, now forms lusupheli liche, part of Artvin Ili, in the
Turkish Republic.

As a result of long co-existence with the Turkish lingual world, every native-born
Georgian inhabitant of Tao speaks official language of the country — Turkish. They get
education in Turkish and they often use Turkish language in families.

Most of the Georgians of Tao have forgotten their historical native language and they
consider themselves as ethnic Turks. The native language is kept in some villages of the
Parkhalistskali valley and in all villages of Kobaistskali valley.

Century-old interrelation between Georgian and Turkish people, with different
languages, beliefs and traditions, is reflected not only in social and ethnographic life of the
people of Tao, but also in their speech. Due to the mixing of the Georgian and Turkish
linguocultural moments, we have an interesting finding of mixing the speech codes in Tao
dialect the Georgian language. Five subtypes of code-switching occur there.

The researched material made it clear that in Tao dialect of the Georgian language the
influence of the Turkish language is seen at all levels: phonetics, morphology, syntax, lexics.

All that reflects that the people living in Tao are bilingual.
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Rozeta Gujgjiani

THE FACTS OF SOCIAL MEMORY IN THE TRADITIONAL LIFE OF THE
GEORGIANS IN TURKEY

Summary

Several facts of social (collective) memory are preserved in the traditional life of
Georgians in Turkey. Every historical passage, as a result of historical-ethnographic
research, is evidently separated from a concrete historic environment and time, but this is
natural, because the main sign of the collective memory is the separation from the concrete
and individual signs. The main and essentially important facts stay in social memory and are
mythologised. The most important social facts among the Georgians in Turkey are the
historical moments related to King Tamar (“Queen Tamar™) which are universal for every
historical-ethographic region of Georgia, but among the Georgians in Turkey the image of
King Tamar is the main marker of the ethnic identity and the social connection to the
traditional Georgian culture. The reflections of several historical facts, which are spread as
universal plots in historical Tao-Klarjeti and among the descendants of the so-called
Mubhajirebi living in central and Black Sea regions of Turkey, are discussed in the same
context.
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Leri Tavadze

TITLE OF KOUROPALATES IN TAO-KLARJETI BAGRATIONI ROYAL HOUSE
(POLITICAL SITUATION OF KARTVELIAN KINGDOM IN THE 9™ - 10™
CENTURIES)

Summary

The title of kouropalates was the first serious Byzantine court title donated to the
rulers of Kartli in the end of the 6™ century. At first, the title of kouropalates had a pure
administrative functions, but in the middle of the 6" century Justin, successor of Byzantine
Emperor Justinian | the Great (527-565), was appointed in this position. Justin became the
heir of Eastern Roman Empire and the title of kouropalates was equalized to caesar. Hence
the title kouropalates served for the member of Imperial family and the title made its position
second after the Emperor. Another member of the Imperial family, son-in-law of Emperor
Justin | (565-578), Baduarius received the same title in 565. Consequantly he had become
the heir of the Byzantium, but later in 573 he was disgraced by Emperor and as a result of
that he lost his position. Tiberius was appointed as caesar of Eastern Roman Empire and title
of kouropalates was declined to the lower rank, below the ceasar. But the title of
kouropalates remained one of the highest position among the hierarchy of Byzantine court
titles. Soon after the death of Baduarius (576), ex-heir of Byzantine Empire, the first
erismtavari (Grand Prince) of Kartli Guaram-Gurgen was appointed as kouropalates of
Byzantium. After that the Georgian and Armenian nobles next to the members of Imperial
family were granted the title of kouropalates.

The title of kouropalates was very popular in Kartvelian Kingdom. The first member
of Tao-Klarjeti Bagrationi royal house who was granted with that title by Emperor Leo V the
Armenian (813-820) was Ashot | the Great, the founder of Kartvelian Kingdom in the
southwest of Georgia. Later the same title was bestowed to his son, Bagrat | (826-876) and
after, to son of Bagrat, David | (876-881). Later the title of kouropalates was given to
Gurgen, son of Adarnase (the latter was the son of Ashot | the Great and the founder of
Klarjeti branch of the royal Bagrationi family). The donation of the title of kouropalates was
official recognation from the Byzantine Emperor of the leadership of Kartvelian Kingdom,
hence many princes sought that title for themselves. That kind of situation occurred after the
death of Adarnase | kouropalates and the king of Kartvelians, in 923, when the sons of
Adarnase, David king of Kartvelians, his brother Ashot 11 and their relative Gurgen the Great
were disputing for the title of kouropalates. They sent the emissaries to Emperor Romanos |
Lekapenos (919-944) to seek the assignment in this position. Finally the Emperor decided in
favour of Ashot Il who was the kouropalates from 923 to 954. Almost dual suzerainty was
established in Kartvelian Kingdom. According to contemporary epigraphical evidences,
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Ashot 11 was reckoned as a supreme sovereign of Kartvelian Kingdom instead of his senior
brother David 11 (923-937) who had a title of king of Kartvelians and was offially considered
in charge of the Kingdom. Later the title of kouropalates was granted either to Imiertao
branch of Tao-Klarjeti Bagrationi family (those were the offsprings of Bagrat, third brother
of David Il and Ashot Il), or to Amiertao branch of the same house (offsprings of Sumbat,
fourth brother and the youngest sibling of David Il and Ashot I1). The last member from the
Tao-Klarjeti Bagrationi family throughout the 9™ to 10" centuries who received that title was
the David Il kouropalates (Imiertao branch of Tao-Klarjeti Bagrationi royal house). He was
the most prominent among the others from the same royal dynasty and was named as
“kouropalates of the entire Orient” by the Emperor of Byzantium.
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Jaba Samushia
EXECUTION OF THE “SOVEREIGNS OF KLARJETI” BY BAGRAT Il
Summary

Acrticle deals with the history of seizure and execution of the “sovereigns of Klarjeti”
by king Bagrat Il of Georgia (978-1014). “Sovereigns of Klarjeti” were cousins of Bagrat.
Consequently, due to this relative status, Sumbat and Gurgen (“Sovereigns of Klarjeti’’) went
before the king Bagrat for the meeting in the castle of Phanaskerti without any suspicion.
Only brief information about that event reached to us. Hence we can only deduce what was
the prelude of that meeting in the Phanaskerti castle. According to the historical sources, this
meeting was ordinary gathering of relatives without any political concept. During the
meeting in Phanaskerti, Bagrat 111 ordered the seizure of brothers, Sumbat and Gurgen. In the
same period Bagrat, king of “Abkhazians and Kartvelians”, captured the city of Artanuiji
(political center of Klarjeti region). Only Bagrat and Demetre, sons of Sumbat and Gurgen,
had escaped the wrath of king Bagrat. But all the other members of their family were
arrested by the companions of Bagrat. Princes of Klarjeti fled to Byzantium. Bagrat ordered
to lock his cousins in the fortress of Tmogvi. The same fortune had befallen on the other
members of their family. It is really difficult to explain the real reasons behind those harsh
measures of king Bagrat. According to our assumption, except of the political concepts,
another reason for this conflict was the big family quarrel.
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Eka Kvirkvelia

ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE GOSPEL
MANUSCRIPT FROM OSHKI (ATH. 62)

Summary

The manuscripts of Iveron Monastery of Athos were described by Alexander Tsagareli
(in 1886) and Robert Blake (in 1931). Manuscript number 62 in Blake's description is
mistakenly known as the Gospel manuscript from Oshki in scientific literature. We have
marked the manuscript with the conventional sign o.

The Gospel manuscript from Oshki is preserved in the collection of the manuscripts at
Iveron Monastery on Athos. Photocopy and microfilm of the manuscript are kept at the
National Centre of Manuscripts (Thilisi, Georgia). The manuscript is dated to the 11"
century.

Some of the Georgian researchers even thought that Oshki Monastery was on Athos.
The researchers were mistaken because of the fact that in the colophons of some manuscripts
discovered on Athos, Oshki was indicated as the place of their rewriting, although well-
known Athonite figures — loane-Tornike and loane-Varazvache were mentioned; they were
the persons who ordered these manuscripts.

Robert Blake thinks that Ath. 62 should have been rewritten on Athos. But some of
the Georgian researchers think that it belongs to that manuscripts discovered in Iveron
Monastery on Athos, but originated in Oshki.

There is a fragment of colophon in the description of Alexander Tsagareli: "...Pray for
Giorgi as | have translated this”. This fragment is omitted from the photocopy which we
possess now. That fragment coincides with Giorgi Mtatsmindeli's well-known colophon
according to which Giorgi Mtatsmindeli is a repeated translator of the Gospel.

Alexander Tsagareli supposes that Ath. 62 should have been rewritten by Giorgi
Mtatsmindeli himself. According to our textual study, it is established that two people were
working at the Ath. 62 manuscript, a scribe and the editor. The scribe writes the main, initial
text and the editor corrects the main text, erases or adds in it the readings of other edition.

It is well known that vulgate version by Giorgi Mtatsmindeli is that compared with the
Greek original text for three times. In our opinion, it is less possible that Giorgi Mtatsmindeli
rewrote the main, initial text of Ath. 62 because it represents the version twice compared
with the Greek original of the Gospel by Giorgi Mtatsmindeli. As for the second text, it is
corrected according the text recognized by Georgian church as vulgate and it is identical to
Giorgi's edition. It is logical to think that exactly the second text is produced by correcting
the main text of the Gospel manuscript from Oshki by Giorgi Mtatsmindeli. The assumption
of Alexander Tsagareli that Ath. 62 should have been rewritten by Giorgi Mtatsmindeli
himself is just a version, needing more arguments.
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Nino Silagadze

TOWARDS THE DATE OF THE EARLIEST BUILDING OF JAKISMANI
MONASTERY IN SOUTHERN GEORGIA

Summary

The Georgian provinces of Samtskhe and Javakheti are famous for their Medieval
architectural monuments. Javakheti architectural monuments are well studied; that of
Samtskhe — less. Jakismani monastery in Samtskhe, consisting of many buildings of the
different periods, is among the latter. Plus, we have in fact nothing about it in historical
records.

Taking into consideration the latest observation of monastery and archaeological data
discovered, we focussed to date obviously the earliest building of this complex, small half-
ruined church situated towards the North from the main church. Special architectural details
show the 9™ c. as date of its construction. The wall of this very church later has been
included into the system of main church, built in the 10" c. Indeed, the demands of great
feudal family of Jakeli, having residence in neighbourhood, were more than this small
church. So, they ordered the new one to be built using old church as part of this new
construction.
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Tedo Dundua, Apollon Tabuashvili

EMANCIPATION OF THE SERFS IN THE SOUTHERN
AND SOUTH-WESTERN GEORGIA
(CHILDIR VILAYET)

Summary

In the glorious days of Byzantium, Emperor Heraclius divided Western part of
Anatolia into four themes, each under a strategos. Large numbers of soldiers were settled
there, receiving inalienable grants of land on condition of hereditary military service. This
new arrangement laid the foundation for well-trained native army, consisting of farmer-
soldiers’ light infantry.

Not exactly the same, but still, there was regular militia in the Ottoman Empire
composed of men who were alloted land by the Sultan in exchange for obligation to do
military service whenever required. Actually, personally not these warriors, the sipahis, but
free peasants, the rayats, were cultivating state land under formers’supervision. Such a land,
which could be hereditary, was known as timar. Larger land, known as ziamet, meant higher
position for sipahi in the army, with greater obligations to provide his equipment.

That is how, partly, the Ottoman army was organized.

Towards the end of the 16" c. Southern and South-Western Georgia became part of
the Ottoman Empire. Was the Ottoman military pattern used in Georgia with the Georgian
feudals converting themselves into timariots and zaims, and the Georgian serfs — gaining
freedom and becoming the rayats?!

Yes, it was. “Book of the Incomes of Childir Vilayet (Southern and South-Western
Georgia)” (the 16™ c.) contributes as main source for history of Georgia under the Ottomans.
And it shows rayats moving freely from one timar to another, and even threatened to be left
without job if not cultivating prescribed land.

In the 19" c. Southern and South-Western sites gradually joined the rest of Georgia
now being subject of the Russian Empire. And the Russians did not bother themselves by
abolishment of serfdom in this newly acquired regions because it had been already abolished
there long times ago.

Poland had Napoleon to set the serfs free; Prussians did it in 1806, Russians — in 1861.
For the third part of Georgia the picture seems to be more progressive with serfdom being
abolished in the 16" c.
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Alexander Boshishvili
MESKHETIAN NOBLE FAMILY OF DOLENJISHVILI
Summary

Acrticle deals with the history of Meskhetian noble family of Dolenjishvili whose
traditional first name was Kandurali. They owned the estates in the provinces of Ardahan
and Erzurum. In the 16™ century one of the Kanduralis provided certain help to the Ottoman
Sultan against Iran and he received the land with the revenue of 300 akchas.

Dolenjishvilis were distinguished as the confidents of the princes from Jakeli dynasty.
In 1576 during the feudal war in Meskheti, next Kandurali Dolenjishvili assisted the
members of Jakeli family. Other nobles had planned to annihilate the Jakelis, but Kandurali
informed them about that danger. One of the Dolenjishvilis accompanied Manuchar I11 Jakeli
when he moved to Kartli in 1624.

Finally, they established themselves in Kartli in 40-50-ies of the 17" century and
received the rank of “tavadi” (prince). Their princedom was located in the gorge of Dmanisi
and in Kaikuli near the border of Akhaltsikhe pashalic and existed up to the end of the 18"
century.
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Niko Javakhishvili
PAPER MONEY OF “GEORGIAN LEGION”, CAMPED IN TURKEY
Summary

The article is about temporary paper money (bonds), issued in the name of “Georgian
Legion” which combated for the Germany and its allies during the World War I. These
bonds circulated in 1916-1917 in the military camps of Georgian Legion in Turkish towns of
Samsun, Kerasund and Tirebolu.

The bonds were printed in Berlin and we can find only German inscriptions on them,
but, anyway, the bonds are issued in the name of Georgian Legion and circulated in above
mentioned military unit. Therefore, those bonds equally belong to German and Georgian
bonistics.
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