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Jaba Samushia

DAVID THE RESTORER (“AGMASHENEBELI") AND
HISPOSITION IN 1083-1089

(Summary)

According to the Georgian historiography, co-regnancy (“tanamosakdreoba”) differs
from co-rule (“tanamephoba”), or diarchy.

In 1085, during the reign of Giorgi Il , David is named as king and sebastos. King of
the kings Giorgi II was in charge of the kingdom, but, together with him, his young son
(David was 12 years old) also had certain privileges for the control of state affairs. It is also
noteworthy that hierarchy between father and son was strictly defined — Giorgi is caesaros
while David had a title of sebastos which was lower. The first mention of David occurs in
the royal charter of Giorgi II donated to Mghvime monastery. But, here prince David was a
baby and he was named as kuropalates. The assumption that David was crowned as junior
king (co-regnancy) of Giorgi II in 1083 — when Giorgi left for the negotiation at the royal
court of Malik-Shah seems to be reasonable. That was not the precedent for the royal court
of Georgia, because some decades ago, Giorgi II had been crowned as junior king by Bagrat
IV before the latter left for Byzantium.

According to David the Restorer’s historian, in 1089 Giorgi II crowned his son “with
the crown of kingship”. Thus we assume that David, who had been junior king to his father,
in 1089 was crowned as co-ruler. We also think that the inauguration was held in
accordance with the same rules as it was customary for the coronation of the kings of
Georgia, but with the single exception only. As far as the king-father was alive, his
participation was necessary during the ceremonial. That is why David was crowned not by
catalicos, but personally by Giorgi II.
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Mikeil Bakhtadze

ISSUE ON ERISTAVI (DUKE’S) INSTITUTION
DURING THE REIGN OF DAVID IV

(Summary)

According to the opinion in historiography, David IV Aghmashenebeli combated the
institution of the eristavis; this opinion is supported by the examples of Baghvashi family
and Dzagan, patron of Zedazeni fortress. The analysis of the data provided by the sources
show that Dzagan had never been eristavi and Kldekari saeristavo (dukedom) had not been
abolished by the king after resignation of Baghvashis.

Let us make an assumption that David Aghmashenebeli confronted the institute of the
eristavis; in such case he should had created new administrative units instead of abolished
ones — the saeristavos. No state can exist without administrative division; no sources show
that the king founded new administrative structures.

Struggle against institution of the eristavis and abolishment of the saeristavos could
had meant conduction of the administrative reform of enormous scales; historian of David
IV, describing the whole activity of the king, says nothing about the changes in the sphere of
administrative organization of the country. It is impossible that the historian failed to say
nothing if the king had actually taken such kind of measures.

David IV Aghmashenebeli confronted not the eristavis entirely, but he fought against
some specific disobedient representatives of those; local governance during the reign of
David IV Aghmashenebeli remained in the hands of the eristavis.
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Giorgi Otkhmezuri

EPIGRAPHIC MONUMENTS
OF THE EPOCH OF DAVID THE BUILDER (“AGMASHENEBELI")

(Summary)

The epigraphic monuments of the epoch of David the Builder are compiled and
examined in the present article. These are the ones produced either during his reign, or —
having close connection with his name.

The inscriptions on the monuments such as Atenis Sioni, Katskhi, Rkoni, Lagurka,
Mokvi, etc. (around 30 captions in total) encompass all types of epigraphic monuments.
Some of them are dated, others fit the narrow chronological margins. This increases their
paleographic value.

The inscriptions mentioned above provide good source for determining the problems
such as domestic or foreign politics that David the builder had carried on, relations between
the state and the church, cultural and economic revival.

Additionally, they provide precise information on the chronology of the titles of the
Georgian kings, as well as the epithets of king David — the “Builder” or the “Great”, this
way emphasizing his personal virtues.
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Andro Gogoladze, Medea Gogoladze

ONE ASPECT OF CENTRALIZATION OF POWER BY DAVID
AGMASHENEBELI

(Summary)

David Agmashenebeli, in order to centralize the power, united the positions of the
state chancellor, mtsignobartukhutsesi, and chkondideli (bishop of Chkondidi in Western
Georgia). The first mtsignobartukhutsesi-chkondideli was Giorgi and after his death up to
1124 it is not clear who was the person who occupied these two positions. The testament of
David to Shiomgvime monastery refers to mtsignobartukhutsesi-bediel (bishop of Bedia in
Westen Georgia)-alaverdeli (bishop of Alaverdi in Eastern Georgia) Svimon, instead of
mtsignobartukhutsesi-chkondideli. Historian of David IV in his work “The Life of King of
the Kings David” also mentions Mtsignobartukhutsesi-Bediel-Alaverdeli Svimon.

It is noteworthy that later, some of the Eastern and Western Georgian eparchies were
held by the same person. Thus, ex. Michael, the catalicos of Tamar’s period was
simultaneously mtsignobartukhutsesi-chkondideli and bishop of Samtavisi in Eastern
Georgia. Likewise Basil, mtsignobartukhutsesi-chkondideli of the 13" century had honor to
occupy the post of bishop of Ujarma in Eastern Georgia. Here again we meet the same
tendency. By this action king David Agmashenebeli pursued to implement his goals — to
centralize the power and to unite the state. He added to the position of mtsignobartukhutsesi
two more positions — that of Alaverdeli and Bedieli. Thus he created joint secular and
church authority devoted to him.
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Mzekala Shanidze
DAHMAN
(Summary)

In “Life of David, King of the Kings”, written in the first half of the 12" century,
Elghazi, the leader of the great army of Seljuk invaders, is described by the chronicler in
Kartlis Tskhovreba as a formidable enemy — “a man dahman-i(i-marker of nominative) and
mraval-ghone (“clever, resourceful”’). The word dahmani, used as an epithet by the historian,
does not occur frequently in Old Georgian and the example cited above is practically the
only known one. S. Qaukhchishvili in his edition of Kartlis Tskhovreba (in 1955) explained
the meaning of this word as “cunning, sly”. But M. Brosset, the first editor of Kartlis
Tskhovreba, had already remarked in a footnote in his French translation of the text (in
1849) that the word dahman could be “I’ancien Persan tahman,héros’ . Brosset’s conjecture,
though a rather vague one, should be considered plausible. Lexical elements of Iranian origin
are numerous in Old Georgian; however, tah(aQ)m —“brave,valiant”, is attested in several
languages of the Iranian group and the exact form to which the Georgian dahman (with the
change of t to d) may be affiliated is not quite clear. It should also be added that tahamtan,
the epithet of Rustam in “Shah-Nameh” is found in “Rostomiani” (the Georgian version of
the famous Persian epic) in various forms: taamtan, tamtan,tamtam.

In Matiane Kartlisa (another part of Kartlis Tskhovreba) the chronicler informs the
reader that Klde-Kari, the rocky fortress of the great feudal lord, Liparit, was inaccessible,
because it was defended by his chancelor, Anamor. One group of manuscripts — MQm — adds
to this name a reading which seems to make no sense: kaci da iamani. In other manuscripts
this reading is omitted, neither has it been noticed in publications. One may conjecture that
the correct form used by the author was kaci dahmani,a laudatory term praising the brave
defender. The text in the manuscripts of the Georgian main historical narrative source is
unfortunately very corrupted by ignorant scribes in the process of repeated copying and
dahmani, “brave, courageous” — a word misuderstood by them, should find its rightful place
in the text of Matiane Kartlisa.
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. dobogeo VII o3s (1071-1078 §F.)
1/3 Bognos@olio

6. wogoom IV. I gdobos. bobggo®o
ngon@o. 1089-1099 §F. Jymsobo.

39939 ©o bggobBmbo

22 . bes. Jodmygmo gmbmygmm@ydhymo ggmemyEos s sbsgmgmo b3dobds@oyy-

@0 Jologrgdols dobgogom. md. 1997, ag. 18.

2 T. Dundua. Review of Georgian Coins with Byzantine Iconography. Numismatica e Antichita

Classichie. XXIX. 2000. Quaderni Ticinesi, 33. 387-396.
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AOS0G05S,  5@33g  d0bsbBoyg®o  mobos@myemo  Godol  39@dobgb@yano
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dop53 boowsb aohbws 3mbiMgdymo xgodo dobo gymoli Mgg9aLhbg? mgmommy
20005bols gy gdosb (ob. Jggdmm). g.0. bgdoldog@o dobsb@Goydo ,,G9w©0dgb@o
Lodo®mggeoml Lodggnml 3mao@ogy®o 3s@mGbom@os.

A®39bygbBol Fbo@glmsb Lodo@mggenml g@mog@mmdsl msgolo boby®-
denogo  obBm@os  ofgl.  s@dmbsgangm s  Ladb@gm-s@dmlsgmgm  dsgo-
begoldo®gmo ghm OO ghm g3mbmdogyd LolBgdsl Jdbows, of gom gbsby
LoygdMdEbgb. 3mbBML gaoby®o Jomsdgdo go, dmygosbgdom, gmeobgmols Lsd-
@9{39e0m 300Fbom@gdol g9bjiosl sy gdes. Jomdowsdg VI gg3s@m@ols
bobsdo 3mb@dm o gmebgmo  3meo@oggdsesi  dsJlodsaagdsmss  0bGgy®o-
Mgdeo. Amdsyeno Limes Ponticus @®s3gbybBom dmsgdogdmes. Gmadgbyb@ols
Jon@siz  @obogsdo  Lom@®ow  dgoygodgl. dobobBoy®o ,,0865393m00Mb0L
39@0medo  bodo@mggermlbomgols  H®a3gbyb@o  Omdggdol  Lodgnmlb  yggasby
osbemdgdsdyg Joasdos. XI L. jo bognwgol dbsdg Lods@mggerml Lodggml dm-
358do@gs, olg Gmym®3 9gdgmd — GO39bybRol jmdbgbmbms 0d3g@os. gg-
bygemms dogd  m@ysbobgoymo obpy®o  Lojmbanols hOogmy®do G@sbbodo
Lobpgom  do@TygBoon —  3orxgo—ggolRmammmo—@G®sdgbyb@o—aoms@o—o@osmos
Lbodo@mggenml  begolbdo@gmbs s goblsbognggen  dbodgl gdm  Lo@@sbbo@m
©9Mgx8bow 5J3gges. XVII L. §@sdbmbgar gokdgdl Lsdgy@gemoasb yodjmbosm
@030 Lobdo®o @odmgdymgdgdols. mgbsi Jogmado GOsdbmbo mgydJyen-Jodrmy-
o 3m3gOEogeo 3mbdoddol 396@®o0s.

3o0Msbo  bobobBogemos.  dobo  ggmbmdogy®o s dmeoGogg®@o  gbs
390dbgaos. Jog@sd G guymm, @M gogomo bsgegol mgdol?® Ggdo@mmos-

24 Ph. Grierson. Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton Oaks Collection and in the Whit-
temore Collection. Volume Three. Part 2. Washington. 1973, og. 747, 753, 758, 773, 795, 817, 831.
25 T. Dundua. Review of Georgian Coins with Byzantine Iconography, g,3. 389-391.

26 M. Hendy. Coinage and Money in the Byzantine Empire 1081-1261. Washington. 1969, 33. 88.
o> gJbol @ggnm@ds LOygmasbmgsbo gg@Ebmolb gdobosl o6 omgomolifobgdws, sdsbmsb
s 35gdodgdom ob. Ph. Grierson. Byzantine Coinage. Washington. 1982, 3. 11.

27 T. Dundua. Review of Georgian Coins with Byzantine Iconography ..., y3. 391.

B gl mgds IX . hodmygomodws. Xb. ol sbools 16 mgdols hsdmbsmgsgn@os. G. Ostrogors-
ky. History of the Byzantine State. Translated from the German by Jaan Hussey. Rutgers University
Press. New Brunswick. New Jersey. 1957, o3. 184, 219.
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ol gdgodgds Imbg@gdols Frmbsl, gm@dsl ©s LEHoal:
L. Joob@gl d0glB0/x g0 RONEMZSb d5boliby, 3oMdgdm  —
V9o Bogmgobo ho@he (God. 1, Ne 1),
2. Joob@gl  dogb@o/golbogmlbgdygmo  xgs®o, sbmgéo — [AJAAP -
dmeEemgdbyg (God. I, Ne 2).

3. xgoto, IC XC NIKA 390bgg380/083g@sima0l d0gbio (Gob. 11, Ne 3).

4. JGolbRgl doylo/dgo@gslbo mgmgdon JoGmgmo wgodo, IC XC NI
KA 39mbggddo (Goo. 11, Ne 4).
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9. 35@@0o0Jols xgoM0 Loggbydgdbdby.  Xs jgmbggddo/3s@@os®Jol xgsdo,
Es 3gmbggddo (Hod. V, Ne 9).
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1L Joob@gl dogbRo/ggbby dpgmdo 3. mgmem@g (God. VI, Ne 11).

12. J@ob@gl doybRo/{d. ©gdgd®gl doyglGo (Hod. VI, Ne 12).

13. J@olpgl  doyglGo/dgo@gslo  mgmgdomn  Jmdogmo  xgs®o,  AABP
390bggddo (Hoo. VII, Ne 13).

14. JHolHgl doygbEo/ds@dBogo xgo®o, AABP g9mbggddo (§od. VI, Ne 14).

15. 9bgdo xgom0/9bgdo xgo600

0933s  Godm@maogdo s g3og@egoggmo  LOgJHucs  sbgmog

‘dgodangds 0gml:

29 3906G035. @. VI, gg. 111, dgb. 1.
30 Ph. Grierson. Byzantine Coins. First Published in 1982. London. University of California Press.
Berkeley and Los Angeles, 3. 228-229, @od. 58.
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9JO®Mo @53 STUgoMos  —  yggmoby  s@ggmo  gdobogdo, sendom, .
0goEmagl 5dnbsbyamgdosbos. ol bmd Fm3s@bool 3BolGol, mgmpm®g yod-
@obol 3gs®ggaro [dobpsbos. my smgaol Fg@Gomsw hggbo Ljgdol Ne 2-1
5g0@hg3om, 5ol dggdanm  Fygdemol  dbodgby  JOolgl  doyglGol  Godol
do@oMgdgero gdologdol mobdodwgg@mdol oM®gggs, oby, sbligm dgdmbgggsdo,
hggbmob Ne 2-U Ne 1 dmdyggdmws. gl go o@ 0dbgdmes LYm@o. 3. mgmomagl
(9. ©9393®g 9boigagds (Ne3). dgdoamd  gdobogdbg osengdlo  3mdbgbmbols
obogosgmgdos (NENe 4 - 6). 530l g6 bydgol Ibodgby TodPg@es — IC
XC NIKA (NeNe 7 - 8). Ug9g00 Loggby®o mgagbogdol btmmo asddmdes (Ne
9). Ixmdsmg ogbem (N2 10), JOoldg dgoeol dbomgby ©s 033g@s@me0 byd-
0L dbodgbg (Ne 11), bo0d3g@oGm@am Bodo s xgoMo ghmsw (N 12), xgo@o
s (3. @gmolddmdgamo (N 13), @odbm@ml, xgo®0 gOmsg@mo  bsdmbyBm
Go30s (NeNe 14 - 15) — sbgmos dmdpggbm (33eomgdgdols 1mobdodwgg@dmds.

hggbmob NeNe 1 - 2, sendom, mgmemeg god®@sbol gdobogdos. dglsdgoms
dobogg ogml NeNe 3 - 6. NeNe 7 - IS5 30 9bps gosbofomegl bbgs @o-
350bgdby.
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sgom IV-ols dJmbgBol by@gols dbodols 3O®MGHME030 56 Ne 1-0l, ob Ne 4-
ol ®9396Los. X300l 2odmbobymgds  ©og0mmsb  MmEbsy  AodoME039dYE0s.
Jgbodgnms, 3OMEME030, bog@ome, N 5-0l Gggg@bo ymgogoygm (Fod. VIII).

doemb,  boob@gmgbms  omobodbml,  Gmd  goddslgdols  Abydydo
Rmolgdol dodomswo bsfomo 56 B@AS30bmbdos s@dmbgbogano, 56 o3 Jognsols
39bg9dTos oGm0, MIEgbody Gomds o 5mgbl o JM@0bnml Josw(osl!

31 Ph. Grierson. Byzantine Coins, p3. 228-229.
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Tedo Dundua

THE GABRIDSAND THEIR MONEY ISSUES.
THEODOROS GABRASAND DAVID IV, KING OF GEORGIA

(Summary)

The Empire of Trebizond is thought to be of Georgian design as a permanent threat to
Sultanate of Rum. Queen Thamar (1184 - 1210) engineered everything. Still she had a
certain pattern.

The family of Gabras/Gavras seems to be involved in the story. Alloted with a rank of
the dux of Trebizond in the 11"-12" cc., the Gabrids considered those sites as their
possession. And any of the Byzantine “rudiments” seems to be allied with Georgia.

Last time we wrote about the Georgian money with Byzantinesque — both from the
metropolis and province, Constantinople and Trebizond (T. Dundua. The Tale of Two
Sebastoses and the Orthodox Alliance. David the King of Georgia and Theodoros Gabras.
Phasis. Greek and Roman Studies. v. 5 - 6. Tb. 2003, pp. 71 - 89). That is silver issue of
David IV of Georgia (1089 - 1125), having Virgin Orans labelled Blachernitissa on obverse,
and cross — on reverse, generally dated by 1089 - 1099.

Former type had been provided by metropolis itself, latter — by the coins of the
Gabrids from Trebizond (Ph. Grierson. Byzantine Coins. First Published in 1982. London.
University of California Press. Berkeley and Los Angeles, pp. 228-229, pl. 58).

The order of those provincial toparchic issues is only approximate, based mainly on
consideration of size, shape and style. But typological and epigraphic structure could be as
follows:

1. Bust of St. Theodore/Cross.

Bust of Christ/St. Theodore standing.
Bust of Christ/Bust of St. Demetrius.
Bust of Christ/Plain cross, AABP in quarters.
Bust of Christ/Jewelled cross, AABP in quarters.
Bust of Christ/Rayed cross with letters [A]AAP at ends.
Bust of Christ/Jewelled cross with IC XCNI KA in quarters.
Bust of Christ/Cross with IC XC NI KA at the ends.
Bust of Christ/Cross on leaved baze in pellet border.
. Christ seated/Jewelled cross on crescent.
. Bust of Christ/Bust of Emperor.
Cross with IC XC NI KA in quarters/Bust of Emperor.
. Bust of Virgin/Letters ®®IIX around cross.
Crude cross/Crude cross.

A A

—_
— O

—_— = =
wn A~ W N

. Patriarchal cross on the steps. Xs in angles/As obverse but Es in angles.
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Comments:

One point is clear enough, we have to start with the coins that of St. Theodore
depicted on. For he was patron-saint of Theodoros Gabras — ctistes of the toparchy. #2 as the
starting point could had broken continuity of Christ-bust typology on obverse. Then #1 is
exactly what we need now. St. Theodoros is substituted by St. Demetrius (#3). And next are
to come the issues with Alexios’ initials inscribed on (##4 - 6). Then IC XC NIKA appears
on reverse (##7 - 8). After the legends totally vanish (#9), and Christ is shown first seated
(#10), and then with Emperor on reverse (#11). Emperor type meets cross (#12), cross meets
Virgin (#13), and at last cross is left alone (##14 - 15).

##1 - 2 are, perhaps, the issues of Theodoros Gabras, ##3 - 6 could be again his, while
the rest (##7 - 15) are to be distributed among the next toparchs.

David IV chooses the design of either #1, or #4 for his reverse slightly simplifying the
cross; or, maybe, reverse of # 5 is exact prototype for his silver coins.
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Dimitri Shvelidze

REGARDING TO ONE ASSUMPTION MADE BY CHRONICLER OF KING
DAVID THE BUILDER (“AGMASHENEBEL1")

(Summary)

As it is known, chronicler of king David the Builder has claimed that, as a political
figure and statesman, king David was superior to any other political-military leaders who
lived before him. According to the author, as a political leader and commander, king David

was equal to even Alexander the Great.
It has to be pointed out that this view, expressed by the Georgian chronicler of the

12" ¢., although very ambitious, is not groundless.
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Vakhtang Licheli
MIDDLE AGE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL FROM ATSKURI
(Summary)

According to the stratigraphic data, which is based on the longscale observations in
the Atskuri site (the Southern Georgia), it is evident that the 1% mill. B.C. layers of site and
burials are replaced by each other. So, it is evident that exactly on the territory of the
settlement the earliest layers (Middle Bronze Age burials are not considered) should belong
to the 7" cent. B.C. and it seems to be represented with the burial complexes. It is not
excluded, that the following period, the 6™ -5™ cent. B.C. would be represented with the
burial complexes.

Chronologically, the next appears the house #5, which is dated to the 5™ -4™ cent.
B.C. Till the middle of the 4™ cent. B.C., the territory of site is occupied with the buildings.
From the 4™ cent. BC. on the territory of site the burials appear ones again, which continue
to exist in the 3 -2" cent. B.C. as well. But in the 2™ cent. B.C. there are traced also
basements of the buildings.

It is extremely difficult to make definition of the remains of the 2™ cent. B.C - 1%
cent. A.D., because they are represented with only two complexes. One is burial #95-5,
which, according to the coin of Polemo Il (49-63 A.D.) used as a“Charon’s obol”, is dated
to the 1 cent. A.D. The second is damaged remain of a wall, which should belong to this
period, more precise date could not be identified.

From the begining of the 1 millenium A.D. the population of Atskuri, which from
the 7" cent. B.C. had been concentrated mainly on the left bank of the river Mtkvari, moves
to the right bank of the river, in the 1st cent. A.D., and occupies the territory arround the
castle. From this period, threat of an attack on the city grows (the appearance of the
Romans(?)), which made the inhabitants to concentrate themselves around the castle and to
use the slopes south-eastern from castle for necropolis.

The remains from the Middle Ages are well-represented on the around area of the
Atskuri cathedral. To the north from the temple, there is traced little church of Early Middle
Ages, which in the 10" -11™ cent. A.D. had a winary on its eastern side. In the interior of
the cathedral temple, there was traced four-layer cemetery. In the 1** burial of the upper
layer, there was discovered golden icon frame decorated with enamel. The stone of jasper is
placed in the frame with curved representation of crusifixion. Icon is dated to the end of
the 13" cent. A.D.
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Alexander Boshishvili

LORE
HISTORY AND CONTEMPORARY CONDITION

(Summary)

Lore fortress is situated in the republic of Armenia, marz (province) of Lore, several
kilometres from city of Stepanavan.

In the second half of the 9" century Armenian Bagratunis began to fight for the lands
of Kvemo Kartli. Finally in the 970°s Kvirike from Armenian Bagratuni dynasty established
the Kingdom of Tashir-Dzorageti. The population of the Kingdom was Georgian but with
Armenian government. City of Lore was founded by David son of Kvirike in 1020’s.

Georgian kings were struggling for the re-establishment of Georgian rule in Kvemo
Kartli. Georgian king Bagrat IV succeeded in capturing Samshvilde — the capital city of
Tashir-Dzorageti Kingdom. Lore became the new capital city of Tashir-Dzorageti.

After several invasions of Turk-Seljuks in 1111-1113, king of Tashir-Dzorageti David
II and his brother Abbas were forced to flee from the country, but in 1118 David the Restorer
liberated Lore and united it with Georgia. David bestowed Lore to amirspasalari
(commander-in-chief of Georgian army). From 13" century Lore was conquered by several
invaders, including the Mongols, Tamerlane, etc. Lore was liberated by king Alexander I and
from that period Lore and surrounding territories belonged to the royal domain. But in the
18" century Lore lost its importance.

Lore fortress was located in the strategic and high triangular plateau, which is
surrounded by high canyons from both sides. From the north-west side of the fortress high
and strong fortification was erected for the protection of Lore. The length of the wall is
approximately 500 meters.

Lore was one of the most important fortresses in the medieval Tashiri Valley. It was
the major fortification in the South of Georgia. When Lore was under Georgian control, the
country was almost secured.

The area that covers the fortress itself includes dwelling apartments, bath-houses, and
khachkars. Dawn in the valley arch bridge was constructed. Weapons, pottery, and precious
adornments are discovered in the area of the fortress.
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Niko Javakhishvili

GEORGIAN STATE AND MILITARY SYMBOLICSOF THE 18™-20™ CcC.
REPRESENTING KING DAVID IV THE BUILDER (“AGMASHENEBEL")

(Summary)

In this work we study the Georgian state and military symbolics, representing David
IV the Builder (1089-1125), the great Georgian monarch, prominent representative of the
millennial royal dynasty of Bagrationi.

The articleis comprised of four sections:

I. Thefirst project of order of David the Builder (1799);

I1. The second project of order of David the Builder (1954);

I11. Order of David the Builder (1992);

IV. Portrait of David the Builder depicted on 500 lari paper currency of the
National Bank of Georgia (1995).

In Georgia first in 1799 it was decided to establish state decoration of David the
Builder representing effigy of this monarch. Prince loanne Bagrationi (1768-1830), a
prominent Georgian statesman, military leader and scholar, son of king Giorgi XII, was
author this project.

His project of the state reforms in the kingdom of Kartli and Kakheti (“Sjuldeba’)
envisioned the introduction of the Georgian decorations, including the establishment of
order of St. David the Builder.

Y et, another project of order of David the Builder was developed in 1954, by general
Shalva Maghlakelidze (1894-1976), the well-known public figure of the Georgian
emigration, and on the initiative of the military organization founded in Munich.

Supreme Council of the Georgian Republic, which was elected in the autumn 1990,
attempted to introduce state decorations, including order of David the Builder. However,
thisintention was not implemented at that time.

On December 24, 1992 the Parliament of Georgia passed law “on establishing the
state decorations of Republic of Georgia’. According to this law, order of David the Builder
was established along with other orders and medals.

This was the fourth attempt of establishing of this order, which turned to be
successful.

National Bank of Georgia ordered to issue 500 lari denominations along with other
banknotes, the former being decorated with the portrait of David the Builder.
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