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Summary

Future Ballet Starts Picked Out in Thbilisi

On April 24 the Thilist Opera and Ballet State Theatre hosted the ceremony of
awarding the first prize-winners of “Star”, the international ballet prize
commissioned by the well known Swiss jeweler Gilbert Albert and Nina

Ananiashvili, and thousands of spectators. The first act of the gala concert was

dedicated to the ballet “Sagalobeli” (“Canticle”) set to the Georgian melodies.
The second act was opened by the prize-winners. Yevgenia Obraztsova and Lasha
Khozashvili performed the Pas de deux from the second act of “Giselle”. The prize-winners also performed the Pas de deux from
“Don Quixote”. The gala-concert program also offered several ballet duets of Balanchine: “Tarantella” (Nino Ochiauri and David
Khozashvili), “Chaconne” (Ana Muradeli and Vasil Akhmeteli), ““I'chaikovsky Pas de deux” (Lali Kandelaki and Irakli Bakhtadze).

The “dying swan” performed by Nina Ananiashvili was a real astonishment. The prize awarding was followed by splendid fireworks.

Ashton’s Ballets’ Premiere in Thbilisi

Inviting the spectators at the end of the theatrical season to the Ballet Company’s
premiere has become a tradition. The Company has already prepared an
interesting, original repertoire, with the classical heritage, Balanchine and
modern choreographers being represented in abundance. This time Frederic

Ashton’s ballets were opted on.

On May 9 the premiere of Ashton’s ballets was held. The performance was

opened with a one-act ballet followed by several miniatures and the ballet “Marguerite and Armand”.

Ashton’s one-act ballet “Birthday Offering” was staged by Christopher Carr in Tbilisi. In the interview with the “Arabesque” the ballet
master declared: “I have never danced in this ballet but have always been observing it. It’s already 10 years since this ballet has not been
included in the repertoire of the Royal Ballet and there are not many companies that have staged it. The performance we staged in
Thilisi is the most approximated version to the original. I am satistied with the Company. In course of working on their roles the
dancers have performed the same movements differently and now I’'m working on correcting such nuances. I am satistied with Lali

Kandelaki. She 1s a very good ballerina indeed. It was interesting to work with Lasha Khozashvili.”

Anthony Russell-Roberts: “Marguerite and Armand” is a Ballet for the Great Dancers”

Anthony Russell-Roberts, the Administrative Director of the Royal Ballet, paid a second visit
to Tbilisi. In 2006 he attended the premiere of “The Two Pigeons™; this time he has arrived to
attend the premiere of the Evening of Frederick Ashton’s Choreography. In conversation with
“Arabesque’ he said: “Many theatres have applied for the license for “Marguerite and Armand”
but we have not satisfied all of them. Firstly, we study the level of the company and afterwards
determine the level of dancers. We have rejected the request of many companies, though, in

case of Nina Ananiashvili we granted it without any hesitation. This ballet 1s intended for great

dancers. Thus, a big festivity lies ahead for the spectators at the stage of Tbilisi Opera and
Ballet Theatre. I believe that Nina has offered a good interpretation”.

Tours in the USA

In February and March the Ballet Company performed at various prestigious stages for
more than one month. The company held 21 performances on the stages of the concert
halls in Berkeley, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, New York, Chicago, lowa and Minnesota.
The program for the Tour included two classic ballets “Giselle” and “Don Quixote” and
the program of onec-act ballets (Balanchine’s “Chaconne”, “Duo Concertant”, Alexei
Ratmansky’s “Bizet Variations” and Yuri Possokhov’s “Sagalobeli” (“Canticle”)). The Tour

was a great success as confirmed by the US press which widely covered the performances

of the Ballet Company. The digest from the US press is included in the magazine.
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Grant Coyle: Marguerite and Armand Will Be Successful

Grant Coyle, the balletmaster of the Royal Ballet staged several Pas de deux and the one-act
ballet “Marguerite and Armand” in Tbilisi. The balletmaster shared his views with “Arabesque”
before the premiere: “It was Nina Ananiashvili who decided to stage the Ashton Program. We
knew her very well as she used to dance Ashton’s ballets in Covent Garden. Later two ballets

“La Fille Mal Gardee” and “T'he Two Pigeons” were staged in Thilisi.

“Marguerite and Armand” is a very important ballet in Ashton’s heritage. Nina Ananiashvili is

the fourth ballerina who will perform Marguerite’s role. The interpretation of this role will be

up to her individualism.
In January we worked on it for ten days and afterwards the soloists continued working without me. In April we resumed further
refining of the details for three weeks and started performing on the stage and making the synthesis with the lighting and decorations.

I am satisfied with the work of the artists. I think that the ballet will be successful”.

Nina Ananiashvili’s Performance in New York

On May 19 the American Ballet Theatre opened the Spring season by the gala concert.
A grand ballet performance was held in the Metropolitan Opera in which the soloists
invited by ABT participated. Nina Ananiashvili and Angel Corella danced the Pas de
deux from “Giselle”. For the Spring season the Prima Ballerina starred in several other

performances in the Metropolitan Opera.

The Graduation Evening of the Choreography School

On June 13-14 the V. Chabukiani State School of Ballet Art held the traditional annual graduation evening. The program consisted
of three parts. The class-concert staged on the Strauss music by Nukri Maghalashvili was followed by the fragment of the second
act of P.Tchaikovsky’s “Swan Lake” performed by the students of the School. Odette-Odile’s role was performed by the graduate
of the School Ana Gorgiashvili. Her partner was David Ananeli, the artist of the Ballet Company. Nukri Maghalashvili, the
choreographer staged the one-act ballet “Cinderella’s Dream™ (Libretto by Medea Maghalashvili) for the event.

Ana Gorgiashvili and Ana Albutashvili performed the role of Cinderella. The role of the young man was performed by Lasha

Khozashvili, the leading soloist of the Ballet Company and David Ananacli, the artist of the Ballet Company.

Nukri Maghalashvili was the balletmaster for the graduation evening;

Meeting 1n Thilist State University

On April 15 at the initiative of Giorgi Khubua, the Rector of the Tbilisi State
University, Prima Ballerina Nina Ananiashvili visited the University. Students and
Professors were keenly listening to Ms. Ananiashvili’s frank, interesting speech.
Fragments from the ballets, in which Prima Ballerina performed with grace and artistry,

were shown to the audience.

Charity

T

Nina Ananiashvili has been supporting the Infant House #1 in Thilisi for several years already.
On June 1st, in connection with the Child Protection Day the Infant House was donated with
summer clothes, linens, various hygienic means and sweets on behalf of Nina Ananiashvili. ~ The
Administration of the House and teachers expressed their immense gratitude for the care shown

by the Prima Ballerina.
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