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Nino Ananiashvili Bids Farwell to the Nutcracker

On January 10 the Prima Ballerina performed for the last time in P. Chaikovsky’s Nutcracker. She danced Marie’s role last time.

Ananiashvili’s was partnered by Irakli Bakhtadze, the leading soloist of the corps de ballet. The performance ended with the

spectacular firework.

Alexei Ratmanski: Ballet Needs a New Genius!

The interview with the Bolshoi Theaters Artistic Director was recorded during his visit to
Thilisi. Especially for Thilisi Ballet Company the chorecographer staged Georges Bizet’s
Chromatic Variations, a ballet miniature. This is a classic Pas de Six performed by three
pairs of dancers among them Nino Ananiashvili. According to Ratmanski this is a ballet
without a plot, since as Balanchine used to say when a lady and man dance this is already

a story.

Your company is unique. At present many companies resemble each other and it is necessary to build a different image. It is
glorious indeed that the Georgian ballet has famous artists and has remarkable traditions — said A. Tatmanski. It is a delight that

Vakhtang Chabukiani used to perform here. This is the foundation on which any novelty can be built on.

Yuri Posohov’s New Ballet Staged 1n Thilist

The famous modern choreographer Yuri Posohov staged the ballet entitled Sagaloberli
(Canticle) 1n one act at Nino Ananiashvili’s proposal. The musical scote for the ballet
consists of Georgian folk music and melodies of famous Georgian composers. The
choreographer selected the music himself and is performed live by a Georgian music
group Changi. As the choreographer says no Georgian movement can be observed in

this ballet performance. This is a classical ballet on puantes. “I do not see these

movements visually. I always have impulses. I set a ballet only to music. There are
modern, smart chorcographers in the world who do not set a ballet to music. For
them music is a background and can set a ballet to any music”. — says Yuri Posokhov: The premiere was successful. The choreographer

is satisfied working with the ballet company.

Premieres of Ashton’s ballets to be held in May

The ballet company will offer yet another premiere to the spectators. The preparation of Frederick
Ashton’s evening of choreography is under way. Marguerite and Armand, the ballet which was
especially created for Margo Fonteyn and Rudolf Nureyev based on Liszt’s Piano Sonata (based
on A. Dumas’s play La Dame Aux Camelias) is only in the repertoire of Royal Ballet in England.
The management of Covent Garden permitted Nino Ananiashvili to stage the ballet. It will be
the Prima Ballerina who will dance a leading role. Rehearsals commenced in January and were

conducted by the ballet master Grant Coyle who arrived from England by a special invitation.

Apart from this ballet the program will include “Birthday Offering” in one act Pas de deux set

to the music by Massenet, Strauss, and Offenbach.

The Balanchivadze’s Musical Family

This year marks the 150th anniversary of Meliton Balanchiadze, a famous Georgian
composer and the father of George Balanchine. All the Balanchivadze’s family members
are still engaged in the art. Jarji Balanchivadze is a pianist. He is a nephew of George
and the son of the composer Andria Balanchine. His sister T'siskart Balanchini used to
dance for up to thirty years in the Thbilist Ballet Company. Jarji’s son Anton is a professional
painter who will exhibit his works in Paris at the end of February. Jarji and Tsiskari
Balanchivade met their uncle George Balanchine for the first time in 1962 when he

arrived in his home country. In this letter they are reminiscing about those meetings.
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