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Elguja Chaganava

Report on the work done by the Archives
Administration of Ajara in 2020
Summary

Sub-department of Ajara Autonomous Republic Education, Culture and Sport
Ministry — Archives Administration conducted its work in 2020 in accordance with the
main action plan agreed with the LEPL Georgian National Archive of the Ministry of
Justice of Georgia.

Archives Administration of Ajara has always successfully performed the works
envisaged by the plan. The global pandemic has led to the failure of a number of works
under the 2020 plan. The article presents the report of the work done by the Archives
Administration during 2020, names the reasons for the non-fulfillment of some of the
works envisaged by the plan.
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Abstract. March 16, 1921. In Moscow, the final of important diplomatic talks
begins at the building of the People's Commissariat of Foreign Affairs — the "Russia-
Turkey Friendship and Brotherhood Agreement~ should be signed.

Here, the Turkish delegation enters the meeting hall. The Minister of Economy
Yusuf Kemal (Commander), the Ambassador of Turkey to Russia, General Ali Fuad
Jebesoy, the Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Riza Nuri-Bey ...

Russian People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs Giorgi Chicherin invites members of
the Turkish delegation to a table with the initialed text of the agreement. There is a historic
moment: the document is signed first by Giorgi Chicherin and the representative of the
Russian CIA all over Jalaluddin Korkmasov, then by Yusuf Kemal, Riza Nuri and Ali Fuad.

The "Russian-Turkish Friendship and Brotherhood Agreement~ signed in Moscow
also decided the fate of the Georgian territories — without questioning the Georgians, far
from Tbilisi occupied by the Russian Red Army ... The same agreement also applied to the
territory and borders of Armenia and Azerbaijan.
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Dzheni Madzharov

THE HANDS OF THE PROTEST IN GEORGIA (2003 - 2018)
GESTURES — THE NEGLECTED CULTURAL HERITAGE

Gestures and gesture behavior are an essential part of the culture of every society.
They carry important information, which requires their careful study. Gestures like other
elements of culture may have been borrowed, accepted or changed. During the period of
democratic changes in Georgian society (2003 — 2018) many and different public political
events were organized and conducted. Participants in them applied Georgian gestures but
also borrowed some from other peoples’ culture. The study tracks how these gestures, after
changing physical form, purpose and meaning, turn into protest gestures. It is shown how
are created Georgian national peculiarities in the use of protest gestures, which enriches
the intangible cultural heritage of Georgia in the 21st century.

Key words: Social changes in Georgia (2003 — 2018), protest gestures, applause,
clenched fist, two arms raised, forefinger and middle finger spread out, flags and posters
with symbol gestures

Although, we use many postures and gestures in everyday communication we rarely
think of their place, role and importance in our culture. We do not realize that postures and
gestures often implement information given in words, create a complete form of
communication, and are an integral part of the composition of our culture. For various
reasons, we do not pay special attention to gesture research in culture. We often neglect
their use when explaining the meaning of an event, ritual or a custom. In many cases, it is
the gestures that carry the important information which can be explained to clarify the
essence of the phenomenon studied.

Postures and gestures used in every culture, like words in the language, are
conditional signs. Their physical form, purpose and meaning are subject to negotiation by
the society that uses them. The physical form of each posture and gesture, their purpose, as
well as the meaning created and carried by them, form the so-called complex gesture
dimensions (Mamxapos 2017: 58-72). Here it is important to mention that the physical
form in no way determines what the purpose and meaning of the posture and gesture are.
Very often the same physical form can perform different purposes, both to create and
convey different meanings, in the culture of different peoples, even by its use in the same
culture. In every posture and gesture, the particular interdependence between form,
purpose, meaning, function and semantics is determined by the structure and composition
of the culture in which they are used. Important factors are the social environment, the
causes and circumstances of use, as well as the sex, age, social status, emotional state and
other conditions associated with the person using the appropriate posture or gesture.

The three dimensions of the gesture — physical form, purpose and meaning -
connected in one, create the image and meaning of the individual posture or gesture. Only
in this unified form they are present in the collective knowledge and memory of each
society. This is one of the reasons why posture and gesture are key factors in creating the
meaning of every action in culture. The sum of postures and gestures that are used in
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communicating in a culture make up the composition of so-called gesture behavior. From
the other hand, gesture behavior is an important part of the cultural heritage of any society,
bearing the characteristics of its culture. How to use the postures and gestures of any
society depends on many factors, one of the most important is the current worldview.

The mass use of postures and gestures in daily and ritual communication makes them
an integral part of culture. Due to the fact that it carries the characteristics of culture,
gesture behavior is an inseparable part of the intangible cultural heritage of any society.
Like every cultural element, postures and gestures can be borrowed by the composition of
other cultures as a collection of physical form, purpose and meaning. This is an eternal and
natural process that enriches the culture of every society. Consequently, similar to other
cultural elements, postures and gestures can change and develop their physical form,
purpose, meaning, function and semantics.

In today’s globalized information world, a person usually thinks that phenomena are
easily transferred from one culture to another, and then accepted and absorbed by the host
culture. In fact, processes are not so easy because each culture has its own internal
mechanisms for borrowing and resistance to novelties. These mechanisms do not allow the
random selection, borrowing and absorption of foreign cultural elements. Each society, for
its part, has the ability to adapt and incorporate in the composition of its culture elements
taken from the outside. Postures or gestures from the practice of another society are readily
accepted if the dimensions of the borrowings (physical form, purpose, meaning) do not
differ materially from the models and standards known in the practice and tradition of the
recipient culture, and do not contradict the current worldview of society. A problem arises
when all the dimensions of the borrowing (or only some of them) contradict the current
worldview or when the postures, the gestures differ significantly from the stereotype of
those which are in the culture of the society concerned. In this case, the borrowed gesture,
posture has a short life in the practice of the receiving culture, being quickly abandoned or
some of its dimensions are changed and adapted to already known and used gesture
models. In all these cases, the current worldview of society is a barrier to entering and
absorption of unacceptable and unusual for the cultural practice and tradition gesture
borrowings. This is the way in which the ethnic (national) character of the tradition in the
gesture behavior of any human society is maintained.

This text is a model of how to study gesture-borrowings in the context of the
changing culture. The subject of the survey is the gestures and hand poses used in public
political events in Georgia during the period 2003 — 2018. This is a period for the adoption
of a new political culture of social gesture behavior. As a result of this process, some
gesture-borrowings are accepted and acquired features that are inherent to Georgian
practice and tradition and others are rejected. Subsequently, the former became a national
non-material cultural wealth. A partial attempt is made to compare the dimensions of
gestures used in public events in Georgia with those which have entered similar political
transition in Bulgaria since 1989. Gestures and postures analysis takes into account the
following dimensions and the accompanying elements: physical form, purpose, meaning,
function, semantics, mode of use, sex and age of performers, peculiarities in their clothing
(decoration, worn objects), accompanying verbal forms, etc. Due to the fact that the
present study is carried out but entirely based on published online photographic and visual
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material, it was not possible to establish such important details as: personal opinion of the
participants in the events on the particular purpose and meaning of gestures and postures;
political affiliation, social and educational status of performers of gestures and postures;
the specific content and meaning of accompanying actions, verbal expressions and sound
performances; as well as some other information that is important for ethnological
research. In the immediate field-based gathering of information on the subject, the missing
information would help the study to gain greater objectivity and credibility. Moreover, due
to the purposeful and perhaps edited selection of the photo material on the Internet, the
created image of the events is likely to differ or go away with the objective historical
reality of the events in Georgia. All this is a premise for the presence of some inaccuracies
and some subjectivism in the analysis and survey summaries. I’'m fully aware of this
development problem, but unfortunately, besides the data from the Internet, I did not have
another source of information on the subject under study.

After November 2003, entering the transitional period of democratic change, the
Georgian people gradually began to learn new practices of expressing their disagreement
and protest by applying gestures and actions. The mass protests on the photos in November
show that the majority of the participants are men of different ages. Women also
participate in the events, but their number is considerably smaller. At first protests, gesture
behavior is still strongly associated with old stereotypes. The participants in the protest
mainly use the applause to confirm their approval and praise (Picture 1). This gesture of
expressing a positive emotion has been known and widely used since the era of socialism.
In the absence of historical comparisons here, I can only assume that in the November
events in the physical form of the gesture there is a slight change. Applause with two hands
in front of the chest, as in the tradition, does not happen. It happens with raised palms high
above the head. This change may be due to the fact that people are very close to one
another and there is no room for applause in front of their bodies. But this may be a
purposefully applied new form of the familiar gesture. In any case, this protest gesture is
common to both sexes. I can only assume that at this stage its purpose is to express a
positive emotion, which I conclude from a cheerful and smiling expression on the faces of
the participants. The meaning of applause is probably support and consent with a statement
or a verbal appeal.

Even sporadically, at the protests in November 2003, can be seen the gesture with a
raised fist over one’s head. Most often this is the right fist that is stretched up and slightly
inclined forward. Less common is the performance of this gesture with the left hand. It
should be mentioned that, unlike the use of the gesture in the past, there is some change in
its physical form. From position of a clenched fist, raised at the level of one's shoulder or
face, now it is already raised high above a head, with a stretched hand. From the
photographs, it can be seen that at the mentioned historical moment, the use of this gesture
is inherent only to men protesters. There are no women who use this gesture, although they
may have used it, but this has not been documented. The purpose of the raised fist is to
declare the will to act. In the context of these events, the meaning of the gesture is
probably *Victory!~, "We will win!~, "Hope!~

The two gestures considered are well known and widely used in the Georgian
practice and tradition of socialism. Their past purpose and significance, with slight
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deviations, is almost identical to that of 2003. This shows continuity in the pattern of
gesture behavior at this initial stage of political and social change of Georgian society.
Small changes are observed in the physical form of the two gestures and are probably
imposed by circumstances in the middle of their implementation, rather than being a
purposefully imposed and absorbed new physical form of protest gesture. And at this
historical moment, such a new form has already been invented and presents in the protests,
and strong attempts have been made for its massive imposition.

A special feature of the first protests is the increased presence of the Georgian
national flag, which is predominantly carried by men. If I didn’t know such protests in
Bulgaria in 1989, I would conclude that the mass carrying of the national flag is a
characteristic feature of Georgian protests. But it is not. Furthermore, there are few banners
and posters with a fist of the right hand. It’s painted in black, with a Georgian word
‘kmara!~ below it. That is where I see the purposeful imposition of a new type of protest
gesture, which is loaded with a different purpose than that known in Georgian tradition.
My observations on the protests of the later years confirm that the emergence of this
altered protest gesture is the result of a deliberate imposition. As proof of such an external
push, I can point to the use of the same gesture painted on a yellow banner. This happens
during the student protests in Bulgaria in November 2013 — January 2014. (Picture 2) In
the use of this gesture in Georgia there is a partial change of the physical form. From a
clenched fist of the right hand, on the level of the shoulder or the face, it is raised straight
up and slightly forward. For its implementation the protesters mainly use their right hands,
sometimes their left hands, at later protests from 2007 and 2008, both hands lifted with
clenched fists. In the years of democratic transition, this form of protest gesture has
become a symbol and one of the main expressions of public discontent in Georgia. The
same begins to be used equally by men and women. During the events of May 2018 in
Thilisi the behavior of a lonely young woman, who is the only one among the protesters
that uses this gesture furiously, is very emblematic. Here is the point to note that the use of
individual applause as a protest gesture is beginning to diminish over time. It is displaced
by the rhythmic and collective applause above the head, as it can be seen in the protests in
May 2018 (Picture 3)

A significant change occurs in the purpose of the gesture with a raised right fist.
From the proclamation of empathy or support it becomes a gesture expressing a strong
desire and will. This is what its testifying means, as is stated in the inscription on the
banners and posters, under the image of fist. And the inscription is "kmara!~ (Resistance!).
In the use of this gesture I find a nation-wide call, based on the Georgian inscription. In
later years, many of the protest inscriptions are mainly in English. This means that the
message of the new protest gesture was directed to Georgian society and was not meant to
inform the world about the event. According to my Georgian colleague, in events
following 2003, a new political message with the meaning of “Uniting the whole nation in
one fist~ is attached to the new physical form of the gesture.

Here is the place to note that at the first protests in 2003, gestures with applause and
fist, at least according to the photographs available on the Internet, were not accompanied
by verbal expressions. In the following years, after learning and developing the new
culture of the protest, these gestures were now necessarily accompanied by verbal
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expressions. This can be seen in the photographs from 2009 (Picture 4), and May 2018,
Tbilisi, where the gestures are even accompanied by blowing a whistle (Picture 3).
Unfortunately, due to the mentioned deficiencies in the use of the source database, I can’t
judge the purpose and meaning of these accompanying word forms, and how they are
combined with the use of the gestures concerned.

This is the way the two gestures known and coming from the tradition go into the
practice and culture of democratically changing Georgia. The new use of these gestures
involves changing of the three dimensions — physical form, purpose and meaning. This
gradual process of renewing and enriching Georgian culture is also common with other
nations around the world.

As a characteristic national development of the protest gesture behavior here I can
mention the application of a raised right fist with a band of white cloth attached to the
wrist. The use of this form of gesture occurred during protests against the former President
Mikhail Saakashvili. Then the Georgians protested against the violence of police
authorities over arrested and prisoners. Protesters in Tbilisi (November 3, 2007) (Pictures 5
and 6) carried not only a white band attached to the wrist, but also a headband on the
forehead. Even some protesters had a tied white scarf on the neck. This addition to the
clothes in the use of the gesture does not alter significantly the already created new
purpose — the declaration of will for resistance. While the white band significantly changes
its meaning. It is possible to judge about the meaning by the content of the verbal
expression ‘chven ar gveshinial~ accompanying the use of the gesture, which reads "We
are not afraid!~ (https://de.wikipedia.org). This example demonstrates how, in less than a
decade, in Georgian culture change some of the dimensions of used protest gestures. In this
case, the physical form and purpose of the gesture correspond to the new dimensions
created since 2003, but the meaning is now quite different from the one known and used in
Georgian practice.

In support of this observation, here I will bring another example of development and
change in some of the dimensions of gestures already used by the Georgians. At a political
rally on April 9, 2009, in Tbilisi, a middle-aged man used a gesture with an upright fist on
the right hand (Picture 4). In this case, there is no change in the physical form, and I could
safely refer the purpose and meaning of the gesture to the already mentioned new contents.
But what stop me from doing it are the flags, carried by people, probably belonging to a
political party. Unfortunately, I do not know the political reality and symbolism in
Georgia. But if these are party flags, then the purpose of the gesture considered is no
longer as mentioned above, but it means party affiliation or party support. This case is very
similar to the Bulgarian development of the well-known gesture with the thumb up. In the
1990s, this West-inspired gesture was turned into a sign of support or party affiliation to
the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) (Picture 7). Turning to the analysis of the Georgian
gesture in 2009, I can assume that its purpose is also to claim party support or belonging to
a man. | must point out that the gesture is already accompanied by a verbal expression that
was absent when used in previous years. Unfortunately, due to the limited capabilities of
the media such as photography, I can’t analyze the content of the accompanying gesture
appeal.
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Here I will give an example of how a well-known gesture in the world, after entering
Georgian cultural practice, has acquired new dimensions. In this case, the gesture is
extended (right or left) hand up with an extended forefinger, and the remaining fingers
clamped to the palm. This is the well-known gesture in the world, the purpose of which is
to attract someone’s attention when communicating. And its significance is most often
‘Attention!~, ‘One moment!~, "May 1?7~ etc. In the case of photographic examples from
Georgian reality, the gesture was used during a campaign in the capital Tbilisi, January 6,
2008. We can judge about it by the portraits of the candidate for President Levan
Gachechiladze, as well as the several party flags from the venue of the event (Picture 8).
From this fact, one can safely conclude that, in modern Georgian practice, the well-known
gesture is a sign of proclaiming party affiliation or partiality. Unfortunately, due to
ignorance of Georgian language and lack of additional information, I can only assume that
the gesture used expresses sympathy with Levan Gachechiladze’s political party New
Right. In this example, like the clenched fist, there is a gradual change in the gesture
dimensions’ — purpose and meaning and loading them with new content, which serve the
political life in Georgia.

Although rarely in the public political behavior of the Georgians after 2003, there are
two other world-famous gestures that undergo some changes after borrowing them in the
culture. The gesture with a forward and slightly upright raised right hand, with upright
thumb and collapsed fingers, is used in the world most often to express approval with the
meaning of "Good luck!~, ‘Okay~. This gesture is very rarely documented in Georgia’s
protest events. In one of the few cases of use, the gesture was probably applied by a
woman (May 10, 2009, Tbilisi) (Picture 9). In front of her body, the protester is holding a
large poster with President Mikhail Saakashvili’s photography, with a broken circle around
his head, like a shooting target. From Deutche Welle’s accompanying text, it is understood
that "Georgian opposition leaders accuse President Mikhail Saakashvili of mishandling last
year’s war with Russia over South Ossetia and become increasingly autocratic since
coming to power in the peaceful 2003 Rose Revolution.~ (https://news.bbc.co.uk) It can be
inferred from the surroundings, which accompanied the gesture that at this historical
moment the gesture retains its intended purpose — the expression of approval. At the same
time, its meaning has been changed, with a typical Georgian political sense as:
‘Saakashvili — Target!~, *"Who is guilty? — Saakashvili!~, ‘Down with Saakashvili!~, and
other similar meanings.

The other example is the well-known gesture with a forward hand, a stretched and
spread forefinger and a middle finger where the rest of the fingers are held in the palm.
With this gesture, the palm is turned forward, standing at the level of the performer’s face.
The world famous purpose of the gesture is the declaration of desire, will, ideological or
political position, emotion. The meaning moves between "Victory~ and "Peace~. This
gesture is relatively rarely used by protesters in Georgia, but it is still there (Picture 10). I
assume that it is charged with a new Georgian significance, for which I can’t express any
definite opinion at present. I tend to assume that the meaning is close to the meaning of
*Victory~ or "Friendship~. Perhaps the gesture is accompanied by a verbal appeal. One
thing is certain; the gesture is borrowed in the new Georgian culture and is used in public

29



events with political purpose and meaning. Unlike the Georgian practice, this borrowed
gesture was turned into a sign of declaring political affiliation in Bulgaria after 1989, and
at the same time a symbol of the new political force of the Union of Democratic Forces
(UDF) (June 7, 1990, Sofia) (Picture 11).

The most significant change is observed in the borrowed gesture with the hand raised
up (most often the right one), with the palm facing forward (Picture 12). In the protests in
Georgia in 2008, the initial physical form of the gesture is with fingers gathered or slightly
dilated. Its use is not always accompanied by a verbal appeal. I suppose that in using this
form, the Georgian purpose of the gesture was close to what is known around the world,
namely, to deter unwanted action. Perhaps at this historic moment the meaning of the
gesture was ‘Stop!~, ‘Do not!~ or something like that. However, in the protests of March
2013, when this gesture placed on a poster with an inscription "Stop Bidzina!~ (written in
English and Georgian), it has already changed its purpose and meaning (Picture 13). With
this development of the gesture, the physical form is slightly altered, with the palm facing
forward and the fingers spread out. There is a change in the purpose where the gesture
serves to express disagreement and dissatisfaction with the government led by Bizdina
Ivanishvili (www.quora.com). In these protests, the meaning of the gesture is clearly stated
in the inscription ‘Stop Bizdina!~, "The end of Bizdina’s rule!~. The gesture, in the form of
a poster, but only with inscription "Stop!~, also used in protests against Russia’s military
action in Syria on April 19, 2015.

The same borrowed gesture has another development in Georgian protest practice,
and from there it deeply enters the culture of today’s Georgia. In this case, the initial
physical form of the gesture is a high right hand with wide spread fingers (Picture 14). The
photos show that in 2009 the gesture was equally applied by men and women, sometimes
accompanied by a verbal expression. For the sake of clarity about the peculiarities of the
related democratic processes, here I compare it to the Bulgarian practice. During the first
protests in Bulgaria on November 18, 1989, Sofia, attempts were made to impose precisely
this type of protest gesture (Picture 15). Since it was not accepted by the Bulgarians and
could not be imposed, it quickly dropped out of the practice of the protesters. And now
back to the processes in Georgia. Over the years, especially after 2012, the physical form
of the gesture has develop and both hands are raised together upwards, with wide spread
fingers (Picture 16). In the current Georgian protest, this gesture is used to declare
disagreement and the will to change. In different years and in various public events, the
meaning of the gesture varies depending on the conceptual needs of the protest. It is
moving in the broad range of "Stop It!~, "Stop Saakashvili!~, "Down with Saakashvili!~ to
‘Stop Russial~, "We are not Armed~, ‘Equality~ to protest for the resignation of Prime
Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili and Interior Minister Giorgi Gakharia (May 12, 2018,
Thbilisi). This gesture turns out to be the most sustainable and versatile to use in a variety of
protest actions in Georgia’s latest history. It is one of the most commonly used not only by
both sexes, but equally by adults, teenagers and even children. Its dimensions — physical
form, purpose and meaning have acquired features characteristic of Georgian culture. For
these reasons, I reckon that since 2003 the gesture with raised arms and spread fingers has
become a national emblem of protest actions in Georgia. Through its use, the intangible
cultural wealth of the Georgian people is enriched.
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Like any cultural borrowing, gestures do not penetrate, they are not accepted and
disseminated at once. They do not spread at the same time in the culture of all the strata of
society as well as throughout its territory. This is a slow and progressive process that
begins in a separate sphere of life and culture of society, and very often only in a separate
settlement. A good example of this is the case with the use of protest gestures in the
western Georgian town of Zugdidi (Picture 10). From the photograph of the protest against
police violence under the rule of President Mikhail Saakashvili (September 22, 2012), the
delayed mechanism for entering new protest gestures is apparent. Protest participants apply
at the same time almost the entire range of protest gestures used in Georgia, such as: the
old applause; the new applause above the head; the new raised clenched fist; the raised
hand with the forefinger and middle finger spread out; one or two arms raised upwards
with their palms facing forward, with their fingers clasped or spread; both arms lifted
upwards, where the palms are clasped together. While the protesters in the capital had
already unified the forms of used protest gestures by 2012 in Zugdidi, this process of
acceptance, enforcement, and unification is only in its initial phase.

As a summary of the topic presented here, I can say that gestures, such as cultural
borrowings, do not enter easily and quickly in a culture, because of the worldview of the
society, as well as the collective memory of past, previous uses of the gestures, are
changing slowly. This leads to a progressive change of everyday practice and the
postponement of a new cultural tradition.

The fact that I use the new information source — the Internet to write this material
without having worked on a topic in a field in Georgia — shows what new and great
opportunities exist for development to Humanities in the 21st century. Here I will only
draw attention to the fact that Humanities falls behind in researching and studying the
gestures and gesture behavior of individual societies, peoples. Medical science and
Psychology in particular, have long established their specialized scientific fields such as
Kinesics and Proxemics, which successfully study the physiological gestures of individuals
and groups of people. Success marks also the Paralinguistics. Humanities can also achieve
the same success if it embraces the idea of creating and developing a specialized scientific
discipline under the name of Gestology to research and study ordinary and ritual gestures
and gesture behavior in the traditional and contemporary culture of individual societies,
peoples.
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List
of annotations to the illustrations
Dzheni Madzharov ,,The Hands of the Protest in Georgia (2003 — 2018).
Gestures — the Neglected Cultural Heritage*

1. Applause over the head. Protest against President Mikhail Saakashvili, April 9, 2009,
Thilisi.

2. Clenched fist on yellow flag. Protest of Bulgarian students against the Government of
Plamen Oresharski, November 2013, Sofia.

3. Collective, rhythmic applause over the head, accompanied by blowing a whistle.
Protest against Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili, May 13, 2018, Tbilisi.

4. Raised clenched fist, a gesture for party affiliation, April 9, 2009, Tbilisi.

5. Raised clenched fist with a white band attached beneath the wrist and a headband on
the forehead. Protest against police violence in the rule of Mikhail Saakashvili,
November 2, 2007, Tbilisi.

6. Raised clenched fist and a tied white scarf on the neck. Protest against police violence
in the rule of Mikhail Saakashvili, November 2, 2007, Tbilisi.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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Thumb up. Andrei Lukanov, as Prime Minister of Bulgaria, congratulates the
Bulgarian Socialist Party’s sympathizers, 1990, Sofia.

Extended forefinger, other fingers clamped to the palm. Party gesture for presidential
candidate Levan Gachechiladze, January 6, 2008

Thumb up. Protest against maladministration of President Mikhail Saakashvili, May
10, 2009, Thilisi.

A collection of different protest gestures. Protest against police violence and failure in
the presidency of Mikhail Saakashvili, September 22, 2012, Zugdidi.

Stretched hand with a forefinger and a middle finger spread out. Party gesture and a
symbol of the right Bulgarian political force Union of Democratic Forces (UDF). Rally
in Sofia, June 7, 1990.

Raised hand with open palm and slightly dilated fingers. Celebrating five years of the
Rose Revolution, November 28, 2008

Poster with raised hand image with open palm and slightly dilated fingers. Inscription
*Stop Bizdina!~. Protest against Prime Minister Bizdina Ivanishvili, May 21, 2013
Raised hand with wide spread fingers. Protest requesting the resignation of President
Mikhail Saakashvili, April 9, 2009, Tbilisi.

Raised hands with wide spread fingers. First democratic rally in Bulgaria. November
18, 1989, Sofia.

Both hands raised with wide spread fingers. Protest against the rule of Prime Minister
Giorgi Kvirikashvili, May 13, 2018, Tbilisi.
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+ Ramaz Surmanidze

A resident of Leville from Samoleti
Summary

In 2002, Tamar Gogolishvili — Papava (1988-1976), a Georgian emigrant woman,
writer and philanthropist, mentioned the name of Sherif Beridze, the only resident of
Ajara, in the list of those buried in Leville. The article presents the hitherto unknown issues
of Sherif Beridze's life and work.
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Otar Gogolishvili

From the epistolary legacy of Abdul Mikeladze
Summary

Abdul Mikeladze has an honorable place among the Georgian figures who showed
selfless service and devotion of the people. Abdul Mikeladze's journalistic legacy, which
has been preserved in the pages of ,,Iveria~, ,,Droeba~ and other newspapers, is quite well
known. His epistolary legacy has also now become available. In particular, we have copies
of several letters sent by Abdul Mikeladze in 1880-90 to Petre Umikashvili. The article
talks about these letters.
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69b6i0ols dobogngdols dobgogom, 1938 Farolomgols Jogrsddo 9339 dmJdgogdos
116 gxogeo 6353 (g3@om; Loosbyo®modm 3gdomedo ho@odmos 43 @giios,
3°d390gmos 37 SbGodgmoyoyg@o 3obm, dmgfym 13 sbGodgmoyoyg@o 3gomby.
1939 Ganols 17 5p30LF™L 3mbsigdgdom, 39s-0L Jogoodol m@asboboEos sg@-
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04e:  x5dg-dghgmo-3; gz gloo-11; Lodgnmiggenm  (hobmgboos)-2; Lobspymays-1;
5533 0LE g0l Ladammggmm-1; Ggmogoy® ©ofglgdymgdgdl gdlobydgdmeoe:
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dgoomyg dgbmdodo (sLL 3Ls, . @-260, o6. 1, L. 1, . 111).
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Loddml Lbomdol ™®ddgdo, Lojoemsdm ©s Goombymo 3mbggmgbzools ©o
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sl Lo, g ®-260, 6. 1, bog. 25 gy@. 25, 100-109, 150,

sl 3bo, gmbpo ®-260; smf.1; bsd3. ¢ycaE 5, 36, 83, 109,

Qmbeo @-260; >wf. I bogdd; @314, 33, 52

sl Lo, . ®-260, 6. 1, Lod10; gy®d36, 8, 9,

A

Maia Rurua

Central Council of the Union of Fighting Gods of the Georgian
SSR From the History of the Regional Council of the Union of
Fighting Gods of Ajara (UFG)
(According to the materials preserved in the Archives Administration of Ajara)

According to the documents kept in the funds of the Archives Administration , there
is no exact information about the establishment of the Union of Fighting Gods in the Ajara
ASSR.

However, according to a letter sent on behalf of the Central Council of the Union of
Fighting Gods of the Georgian SSR dated May 9, 1940, the organization of the Union of
Fighting Gods was to be established in 1925. The article discusses the activities of the
Ajara organization of the Union of Fighting Gods on the basis of the fund R-260
preserved in the Archives Administration of Ajara.
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Nino Javelidze
Merab Megrelishvili

Anti Russian movement in Guria and Adjara
(Beginning of XX centuries)
Summary

Archival materials presented in the article, vividly show the point of political,
economic, military, cultural-informational expansion by Russia in Guria and Adjara in the
end of XIX — beginning of XX centuries, which was not obeyed by local people and they
used to fight against the authority for liberation
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Revaz Uzunadze
Merab Uzunadze

Episodes from the past of the village of Jocho
Summary

The ancient settlement of southwestern Georgia the village Jocho is located 15 km
from Batumi, in the right bank section of Jocho. The name of the village is derived from
the name of the plant "Jochi~, which was common in the study area. Traces of life in the
Jocho Valley have been confirmed since the Bronze Age. There are many monuments of
paganism and Christianity in the valley.
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,Leloball in Guria“

Summary

Leloball as an indigenous intangible cultural heritage was very important in people's
consciousness. The term "Lelo~ used to denote a shout of war. The game was threatened
with extinction in recent years, in the village of Shukhuti in Lanchkhuti district, the
Gurians proudly continue this very important and remarkable tradition to this day. The
article discusses important issues in the history and traditions of Leloburt.
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