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,,elements in the popu-
,-re three in nurrber— Ge-

roneous_ basis. he endeavors to
discredit Georgia and her govern-
ment in the eyes of the English
readers.

On. .the one hdnd he quotes
the Tiflis Muricipal’ Duma in
1917, when the number of
voters reached 150,000 persons,
on the other, the data for the
same elections in 1919, when
the numbeér of votérs was some-

h.,what over.' 70,000. The auther

owards: puttmg this friend-

i ﬁrm ba‘sm Such is our
40 3§ S our..contems-
"orary, apparently, thinks other-
g We refer to the oy LTALISS

itself such utterahces agamst
Georgian Republic and | its

~ government as can merely tend

ake worse, and by rio means
10 better mutual relations between
~the two neighboring and brother
_peoples— between the Georgizns
and the Armeniars Regardmg the
above, excellent testlmony is af-
1ordcd by an article in the ,Trans-
Caucasian Post* (N0 2), entmed
The Tiflis Municipal Elections«.

. Taking advantage of the fact
_that the English readers ' are but
ulghtly acquainted with local con-:
ditio ons, and are unable to check
_the data utilized 'in the article,
‘the uthor of the Same gives en-
tirely 7mcorrect facts ‘and draws
_deductions from the$e same in a
pre;udu:é& manner Upon this er-|

ta Georgian®.

at ‘ntxon to thxs stnkmg dif-

ation
1918);

':ﬁvwﬁshnrg from the very first to

.nationalize* Tiflis, the ,sccia-

: hst:c# Gorernment of the neWIy-
| formied Georgian Republic iss

ued
a fresh antiedemocratic electoral
law, which -made vcid the elccto-
ral frarichice of almost every Ci-
tizen of this town, whe was not

“In 1917, however, lhe paper
states: ,Georgia was then still
deperident of Russia and elections
were conducted under the.... de-
mocratic law, issued by the Rus-

1sizn Provisicnal Government«.

‘This is the manner in which
the wiiter explains the sharp fal-
ling off in the number of voters
between 1917 and 1919, but this
explanation is prejudiced and in-
accurate,” as the reader can’see
for himself frcm the following
exposition of the true state of
affairs. 7 :

In 1917 Georgia was a Russian
province, while Tiflis was the cen-
ter of the Caucasian front. There

|was a very large Russian garrison

in our city. All military persons,
soldiers as well as ofticers, were
registered as voters. About 30,0600
of then voted at that' time toge-
ther with the actual citizens of
Tiflis. After this, under the influ-
ence of the bolshevxk propaganda
the Russxan Army left the Turkish,
front and together with it' they.

abandonﬁd Tiflis. In view of this
one" sirgle fact, the number of
voters dro pped oftf by thirty thou-
sand.

Further, as we pointed out abo-
ve. Tiflis, as the base of the Cau-
casian army, was crammed with
various organizations for supply-
ing the army and the like. In them
were en:ployed thoussar.ds of fus-
sian soldiers and officials, who
were likewise registered and gave
their ' votes. When these instiiu-

»‘,honsfvere Tiguidated; thiese people

) Titlis, and this i its turn
ccntnbuted to lowering the num-

' ber of voters.

- As'the ,Trans-Caucasian Post«
correctly remarks, when the first
elections (in 1<m) were gomg on,
Georgia was a hussian prevince.
ard, for that reason, ‘all cCitizens
of hussia took part-in the electi-
ons, o matter what part of the
country he came from, When the
present elections tock ‘place. Ge-
org,ia was an indeperndent siate,
and as always, the frarnchise is
enjoyed by the citizens of that
state, and by them only.

it would never enter the minds

present in Tiflis to demand that
they be registered here as voters:
they cast their votes at home in
Ergland, of which C(untr\ they
are citizens.

In Tiflis, however, in 1917, the-
re lived a very large number of
inhabitants of other parts of Rus-
sia—above all Armenian refugees
from the districts of Turkish Ar-
frenia which had been devastated
by the war All these persons
who are not citizens of our Re-
public, voted in the 1917 electi-
ons, but naturally could not be
registered in 1919.

These, then, are the reasons
which brought about ‘the diminu-
tion of the number of voters be-
tween 1917 and 1919. Had the
author of the article in the Trans-
Caucasian Post been guided by

L)

of -the Englishmen who dre at]

the sole desire of giving his Engl-
ish readers a dispassionate view
of political events here, in Geor-
gia, he would have given them
the true facts in the case, as we
have set them forth above. His
aim, however, was not to give a
true statement of the facts, but
to lessen the prestige of the Re-
pubiic . of Georgia, and for this
purpose _he did mnot hesitate to
deviate frcm the truth.

ges the ‘Ceorgian Government pro-
mulgated an antidemocratic fran-
chise law. This is likewise untrue:
in Georgia, both for gerneral and
for local electicns, the pull electo-
ral fecnchise s enjoyed by all cifi-
zens of Georgia, withcout regard o
naticnelity, 1cligicus belicf, sex, or
preperty gualificctions. The electicns
are direct, secret and pr(pcm( nal.
The reacer can easily see for
himself that the law is as demo-
cratic as any in the weorld.

The paper gives - the make-up
of the I\umupal Buma in 1917
according to naticrnalities: at that
time there were elected 47 Arme-
niars and 39 GQGeorgians.: 1hese
figures are then ccmpared with
thcse of the recent eiecticns: in
1919 there are 4 Armenians and
84 Georgians. This fact is explained
by the author as teing the result of
the policy ¢f nationalization pursued
by the Gecrgian Governnent In
this case as well the ,Trans-Cau-
casian Post¢ intentionally Keeps
silent abcut the fact that almost
half the Armenian members . elect-
ed in 1917 were 7ot conddates
of ‘the Armenian pariies. More than
ten of them were on the Sacial-
Democratic ticket, whose adhe-
rents even then were primarily
Georgians, Qur contemporary says
nothing about the fact that this
year the Armenian political par-
ties. refused in general to partici-
pate .in the elections, which na-

number of the Armenian menibers.

turally led to the reduction. of the _

The ,Trans-Caycasian Pasts ‘alle. o

o



But if the facts whlcb our con-
‘temporary is grargmubly pleased | {
uote are one-sided and incor-
recgy presented the figures re-
garding the ‘make-up of the local
population jare putely fabulous.
The paper dlleges that in the
capital of the Rep ublic of Geor=
gia, in the ancient Georgian city
of Tiflis, :there are four time
as inany Armenians: as . Geor-
gians-~—Hw)O') against 37.500. In
this connection the honored adthor
is. so carried ‘@way by hisi desir@
to transmute Tiflis into an Arme-
nian town -fhit. he ‘does not-ob-

serve that these same fabulous
figures stand in shouting contra-
diction with the statistical daita

on the nationalitiesrof the mem-
bers of the Municipal Duma for
1017, previously quoted by him-
self. ’

The Author liimself just above
says that the elections n 1917
were held ofi the basis of ‘a de-
mocratic law, That is to say, the
result of these eléctions accuras
tely reflected thé nationalk make-
up of ‘the urban population. If
this be _the case, the, Armenians,
who, -accordingito ilie author, are
four times s Aumerous as the
beorgla 1s,. should: Lave received
four tame% ‘the number of seats.
How, then, did it happen that at
elections wiich were dndoubtediy|i
fair, the! Afmehians ¢ received but
49 seats for 149,000 souls, while
the Georgians, thh ‘their '37.500.
received 397 "This is what the
_Language “of Ciphers« tells us,
gentlemeén of of ‘the
xas,lan Postle

Ot course, Tigtires have nothing
.”to ‘do wifh - the ‘affair ‘here. The
‘whole matter. ‘simply turng on the

‘desire of ihe author (o convince
his English readgrs at any cosi
that the predominani ‘element in

the popula.ion: of Tiflis™ are the
Armemahs, g
The ,Trans- L:LULCI ian: Post« is

perfeuly well aware (hat the only
_mopre or. less’ accurafe data re-
_garding ~ Ue make-up of the po-,
pulauon of Tn‘hs are to be found
an the lists of voiers, which were
«compiled by the municipality of
TS 10 D17,

AT 1hat dime a carcful and im-
partial census. was made, under
‘the 'coniral  of all  (he political
‘parties ‘wlio had an interest in
the _,.r,‘ of all* the voters. As
a resull of lhg registralion, it was

="¢{emen he uty were. the Ge-
éTgmns who exceeded the Arme
. nians’ by several ihousand. At
that time,, as. was. siated, there
Jwere enfered on the lists not only:
he 1t inhabilanis of Tif-

our ‘paper (@ polemlcal arlicles.

upon our republic;, |

,Trans-Cdu |

/ tht proceemags of those, bodies s n@,
& relx desx red; to promote‘ it. Bu i

Fo 9 bmm,,}l‘he' 'I‘mes'fd o

1
of Armenians gnd
the city. As t
the ,Trans-Ca
ed over one part of ce,
and incorrecily represemed the
other::We ‘did not have any in-{
|ennon of devoiing the pages of |

We have said nothing abaut the
attack of our coniemporary (see|
Mo 1: . The Trans Caucaslan PoSté)
buf n in|
the capital of Georgla an empﬁ
is made {0 undermine the prestlge
of the republic by means of par-
tisan and avowedly incorrect in-
formation {o (urn. the English
readers against us, we ¢
leave such an aifempl unanswcred
and unrefuted.

We firmly believe rhatf Gﬂorgta *
and Armenga can mak '
upon thg ath. of civiliz
prospenty only  if tbf“y
cach other, and work i
unny and accord. To. eonfirm

sofidarify between th ‘*wh,bour— E:
ing states .should be‘the aim of {4
each and everyone Who WIsh,ega

10 sée his coumry prosper; while
he who thmkes tha terests | tell.
of hls coumry are |
needs bh sf&rved

cv«iry
vety: ll
ne:ghbpprmg
own counirv a‘=

The Qonferen:;e oﬁenad )
There is no parallel in ghlStOI’\' the pcopl ‘
the Conference which held its opening. kf@presengaq'
session in Paris on Saturd‘i\ In’ the‘
number of thea DPOp](‘s w]pse repre ;
sentatives have gathered together, in:
the population. the armed pawer. thc
accumulated wealth. the natural re-
sources, the developed civilization, thc
ripe political experience of the éhiet k'
among them, it transcends all former: f
assemblies of ‘the kind. There have |
been many Conferences and Congres- |
ses in the past between : the leading,
Powers of Europe. To this Conference |,
there come with equal rights dclegates
from Asia and from Africa as well.
Most striking and momentous change‘_ o
of all—the New World sends jts qta’-’ ot
tesmen and diplomatists to sit in
council side by side with those of the |
Old . But a difference vet. deeper
exists between this august 1ssemb‘y
and all that bave gone. before. Tt is
animated by a spirit which they did
not know. The longing ‘for -perpetual
peace. has,‘mdeed haunted the World |
for centuries. It found expression at}
more than ome great. confere'ace and :

4nd for the tewt of the é eec!
bv the Pres;flm«t of ﬂze F rmch Rgéu»

cmu, an"d ; Mr

50 m'mv Iands, felt it hxs
touch upon the services of
the common cause. :
say more bhan that w

»



poWer in ﬁaVArxa is cactually in the
hands of the: workmen and soldiers :

: estmyed' the oth

 throughout the whole of Germany. In

| Socials-Democrats orgamzed a gene-

0 | the trade-unions
and so{dxers 'cnmmlttees the follow-{

| councils of ‘workmen and soldier de-

' ,gp@t a53 3 ; un Aonﬁrm"-
ed have it that the Mxmsters Unterm;

r; Elsner

has caugﬁd;‘u'né es “?of zsturbances

‘Munich a: revolt broke out, and the
edltorw oftices oft tﬂ& Gonservative’
papers were seized. The independent

ral strike throughout Bavaria. which
spread to the other German states.
As a resulh of these desorders, the

‘councils. As a result of an agreement
between the independent Social-Demo-
crats, the Social-Demagratic - majority,
and the workmen

ing tempurar; constitution has been
warked out for the country. The

puties have been recognized as ergdns
of government their members enjoy

xmmumtv To 1h£ councxl of mlmsters‘

there wxll ‘be add;ed one representatwe
from each of the councxls The Land
tag is to be summoned as soon as

;y'posmb}ﬂ« ‘A revelutionary militia is|
ibemcr or gangd c mp')sed uf W(,rl\me

‘which forms part of a ‘modern &rnlorc
; -trammg ! ;

| to increase her fe T'to a pmnt hither-

’o divide n'"»up amnng the

‘/Premler, the mdf'pendg}m
Socmﬂ)emoarat Kurt Exsner by the

of Febmary as Ei’s‘ne&

Tﬁ-

« rate of 1500 men
recruits are taught
. Se manqhxp, gunnery
'ali the' knowledge

Congress has, passed a blH ‘xpnro-
p.natmg a bu'hon dnilars for military
| needs.

"resmlent Wi;lwn hm dedared that
if the plan of general disarmament is
not fe‘mhle America  will be torced

| to undreamed-of.

Presxdent Wﬂwn just as fnrmmly,
‘enjoys tremendous populanty among
the population of the great transatlan-
}tie republic: Upon his arrival in New-
York, the steamer on which the pre-
| sident was travflimg was met by all
| the vessels of the city: all. business. in
the city was suspended a -orgeous
parade ‘was ‘organized, while the
nicmal amhontnes and the public men
‘ot the United States congratulated the
presxdont at the moment of his disem-
barkation in New York harbor by
fmeans _of the wireless telegravh. 2

,Amgng:a evidence cousiderable discon-
tent with the. -activitied of the presi-
dent:. This is particularly = the . case
ng. the leadmg circtés of the Re-
ﬁiﬁhm pa#t‘y Who ﬂhsapﬁprc\ve of the
' ! .{)aéihc tendwe‘nf:xés

o conmbuton on the bourgeoisie. which

: ‘newlv iormed rc,pubhcs have: proclaim-

mu- i

In spite of this. certain cireles in

| In Rossia during the last week two
events of great importance huve taken
place. On the one hand ‘the bolshevik
forecs have captured almost all the ter-
ritory of the Ukraine (they bhave rea-
ched the boundaries of Bessarabia, the
Crimea and the Black Sea; on the
other, the Volunteer Army has got'n
firm . foothold in the northern part of
the Caucasus. The advance of the Bol:
shemk forees ‘in the Ukraine met with
practically no resistance. The Direeto.
ry had at its disposal only those for-
ces which the western republic of Ga-
licia supply them with, These forces
were quite insignificant—one corps of
about 20000 bayonets: all the forces of
the Directory which were raised in the
Russian: Ukraine went gver on to the
side of the Russian bolsheviks.

. In the morthern Caucasus the advan-
ce of the Voluntcer Army was ac-
companied by bloody fighting, which
was especially severe in the neighbor-
hood of Grozny and of Vladikavkaz.
 Among the forces who opposed them
there. was  uo unity of action. The
mountain tribes all operated separate-
ly and the bolsheyik troops did not
aet in concert wnh them.

After their. victory in the Ukraine
the bolsheviks first of all restored the
power of the eouncils, and imposed a

; The vicﬁolx wof the Volunteer
'S alﬁo mai-ked by a series of

thvettern, Rusua the bolshe-‘
pressméL forward in ali di-
It is cbaractenstu that the

cd  their independence (i.ithuamia,
Esthonia, Whi te Russia, Livonia) and
this independence has been’ recognized
by the Moscow bolsheviks,

*’ The Peace Conference.

Duving. the last few days a very
Inrae namber of quéstions were brought
up and discussed at the Peice Confe-
rence ~which coneern the rights and
beundarjes of the' newly-formed  states,
as well as other guestions. of = current
politics. Thus, for example. the ques-
§1008 came up regivding the zone not
liahle to oceupaiion: ‘n Transylvania,
concerning the recognition of  the Po-
lish. Goyernment, about “the Schleswig
question; the fate of Albania and  the
{ like.

The ahuuudancn of que\tmus of ¢ur-
rént  palities naturally - mcreases - the
work of the Conference. In addition
w this, the difficulty of the questions
{ of principle which confront the various
| commissions  still  firther complicates
matters. Only one commission. has so
far worked out the basic points in its
program that on the League of Peop-
les. In all the other fundamental com-
imssions. the work s either under
preliminary cons«demuon or else in the
ss\ga of elaboration. ‘ i

own w© J.he buﬂ&i’ng 0{”:

ference has engendered _a thnrnu«f}-

sumewhat. Tlug point is being actively
discussed in the leading circles «f the
Conf:rence. According to the latest
reports, there is a  strong tendency
among. the representatives of the great
powers to. pub down first ou the list
questions of practical, polities —first and
foremost. — the actual provisions of the
peace terms. ,The time for words has
gone by: it is ‘pecessary to get down
to ficts“. —so reads the official announ-
cement of the Allied press. Krom the
news concerning the work of the dif-
forent . commissions are to he noted:
the deecision of the Labor Commissinn
to summon an international congress
of employers -and employees to settie
questions. of dabor .legislation. Note-
worthy likewisy 1s the .decision of the
Financial Commission that the Allies
should see to it as a body that Ger-
manv -fulfiles the terms of her obliga-
tions. to determine the guarantees for
the pavments, and to aflord each other
financial help and assistance—in
word, to establish a finapcial alliance.

In view of the fact that as a resulj
of his wound, Clemanceau cannot take
ag active a. part ip the labors of- the
Commission us was previously the case,

Llovd George has. been hastilv sawm-
moned to Paris. Presumably  the .ma-

nagement of
to him,

matters  will be entrusted

AN GEORGIA.

Georgia thanks Great Britain.

We published in the preceding num-

ber the v official ‘communication of the
British Government ‘comeerning ‘the or-
der which was eiven “to - the Russiin
Violunteér Army to withdraw its troops
from the ‘distriet of Sochi, which it
had forcibly: stized.
After being informed regarding the

content” of thi telegram, ghe Gaorgiun
Parliament at 9 spécial session resolv-
ed to elect a special delegition, which
shonld be entristed  with  the ' mission
of expressing the gratitude of Parha-
ment to  the representafives of Great
Britain. The delegation ealled upon the
head of the British Mission, General
Forester-Walker. and requested him to
transmit ‘to ‘the British Government the
thanks of the Georgian Parliament.

The Georgian delegation to the
Peace Conference.

The first number of our paper con-
tained the annoutcement that the Ge-
orgian delegation to the Peace Cunfe-
rence, headed ‘by N. Chkheidze = and
L. Tsereteli,
nople via Batam. Some days since the
English Mission informed the Georgian
Minister of Foreign Affirs that Chkhe-
idze apd Tsereteli had left Constanti-
nople to go to Framce.

g ’ ’." )

i

This delay in the labors aj ,mejc - ;--J.

had gone to Constanti-

‘51

natural endeavour to hastis Hia —:ﬂﬂ.l | L) ey el




whelning -

“The svldiers and.,

s

Bvents 10 AKRallsikle,

In the preceding number we- infor-
med our readers that Great Britain
had intervened in the cenflict between
the Volunteer Army and Georgia. Ge-
neral Denikin received the order to
withdraw his.troops, which put a stop
to bloudshed on our northern houndary.
In the southern edge of the territory

of our Republic—in the district of
Akhaltsikh. however. fighting is still

gomg on. Here Turkish = officers and
agents are working against Georgia in
the hupe of <evering a whole series
of provinces from the body of our
country. 5
The district of Akhaltsikh (in Geor-
gian Akhal-Tsikhe means New-Castle]
has ‘from ancient times formed ‘part ‘of
Georgian State. In the esrly middle
ages it was the cradle of Georgiin
culture, The greatest ot the Georgian|

poets (in the 12-th century). Shota Russ.

taveli, whose poem, ,The man in the:
Panther’s Skin“. has' been
into almest all the Eurepean -‘langua-

ges. was a native of these parts. In
the 16-th- centary, Turkey torcibly
sppropriated  this provinece  together

with the neighboring one of ‘Akhalka-
Ik, and during the 17-th century forc-
ed the Georgiau population of these
parts by violent means to come over
to Mahomctanism. But even Maho’me-
tan fanaticism was.unable to sever the
national conneetions of  the population
ot Akhaltsikh with Georgia. The over-
majority. of ‘the population |
i this district are of Georgian origin:
They profess Islam, but their lapguage
1s Georgian, and they have preserved

* the characteristic traits of their natio-

nality. In the 19-th century these two
districts were united to the TRussian
Empire at a somewhat later peniod
than Georgia was. Together with the
eastern  part of Georgia proper, they
seade up the government (province) of
Tiflis.

A year and a half ago, when the
disorgunized Russian army quitted the
Caucasus, Turkish agents began to
work on the population «of Akhalisikh
to bring them over on the side of
Turkey. Not long afterwards the Turks
began their advance on the Caucasus.
The .only people who made any resist-
ance were the Georgians and the Ar-
menians, . Cut. off, however, from  the
whole world as they were, they were
in no conditicn to muke any effective
defence. The Turks ftorced their way
imto  the . boundaries of Georgia, and
refli away from her by force the distriet
of Dutum, and alse those of Akhal-
kalaki and  Akhaltsikh. = The  local :po-
pulation in the last-named districts had
to endure the oppression of the Turk-
ish régime for almost a whole year,
their  commanders
plundered and outraged the population
right and left, but it - was clear . that
Turkish rule would not last very long:
No sooner had the, Allies - compelied
Turkey to capitulate than they evacua- |
ted the dzs,tncts of Akhalkal:k and

4

g s

translated |

7 Tllllﬂbh agents 2 comic-opera go\orn-

Akh‘xllsxlsh
back into Georgian hands.

The Turks,
concile themselves to the“ idea of los-

ing their ‘influence in’ the Caucasus. |

When they withdrew from the Cauca
sus, they Ieft a portion of their - sol- |

diers Among. the local population. espe- |

cially in the parts of' the districts of

Ardagan and Kars which 'deonn Akhal- :

tsikh. Along with them were manv
Turkish officers and Turklsh agents,
who were’ ready to make use of
ﬁrst favorable opportunity.
The population’ of Akhaltsikh
delighted to be rid of the Turks,
gave a joylul reception to the Géor-
gian officials when they arrived.
The Turkish nmpenahsts, howewr
could not put up with the return of
the Akhaltsikh  distrief to Georgia.
Utilizing = their temporary _success. i
1918, the Turks seized hold of  the
southern portion of the Caucmsus.-
tlm hope of obtaining pex‘manent pos-
session of the districts of Kars, Batum,
Ardagan, Akb:lkalak ﬂnd”'AUmltﬁt’kh
In this wise they hoped fo mmpens"ste
themselves for the loss of their eastern
and southern provinces. On@e howerer
Tarkey had surrendered to il
this plan of course collapsed.
1he less the ankxsh pashas '

ment” was ' formed in Kgrs, ;

Ch*S‘
:,ued a proc!amatron e

[;nder the sv\ay &
the Turkish pushas hoy
the ~above-mentioned
actuality
vince of Turkey, and thus her mﬂneuca
in the Cancasus would beueestabilshed
To put this intention mto effect. the
agents  of Turkey assembled robber-
bands in the portions of the Ardag:m
district contiguous with tl;nt of Akhal-
tsikh. The Turkish officers and sol
diers who had remained behind in
the country assumed the lead of them.
and ‘marched into the boundaries of
the Akhaltsikh district, Among the
population ~of this latter there is a
small group of people who are seokmg
to cut the district out of(;eorgm and

(i ta unt
provm(:hs. : ln

to bring the courntry ence mor umler

and thése»drbmcts camo 0

thuugh, could".-.,hnt re~f_'

it would " be merely a pro- 3

just con.
make-up an
the music I
novel and!"

ve. Wfth her cm ;be oS
ken of his fidelity,
his dagger.

maldenly tlmxdlty, sh

the despotic régime of Turkey. These|

were primarily the begs (the big land-
holders). who were able to maintain |
their power and their’ hold over the
populafion under the despotic ruje of
Turkey alone. They are perfectly well
aware that under the democratic go:
vernment - of Georgia, where all “arc
equal ‘before the law, that in our Re-
public they will not be able to keep
their feudal privileges.

The Georgian Government is takmg
the necessary measures to free the

These aré the |
peuple who are supporting the inva-|
ding forces in the dmtr;ct~—that e
the Turkish agents. -

L3

Performa 1ces: commem:e a

MOVING PICTURE SHOWS.
MIGNON“—-Banatmsky sty :
KlNO'PALACE‘-%Mlchanlovsky .

province from the Turkish strong darm- f i

men. and to restore quiet and order|
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