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Refraction of the Concepts of Perestroika and Glasnost in the Georgian Print Media

Refraction of the Concepts of Perestroika and Glasnost in the Georgian Print
Media, a qualification work seeking the award of a doctoral degree, is dedicated to the
coverage/exposition of Perestroika and Glasnost in the Georgian discipline-specific
print media (Literaturuli Sakartvelo, Kartuli Filmi) of the second half of the 1980s
(1985-1990).

Reforms in the Soviet Union were always initiated and allowed top-down. The
party penetrated every area of life and maintained comprehensive authority over
economic and social issues, and ideological, public, and political affairs. The social life
in that era was a far cry from a political process, especially given the Communist
“elections” with no alternative.

Consequently, the 1980s, with Mikhail Gorbachev at the helm, marked a new era in
the history of both the country and journalism in particular.

Gorbachev realized that the country’s inevitable failure was looming large, and
reforms were in order, but he had no clear strategy, tactics, or possibly even idea how
Perestroika was supposed to be implemented and allowed top-down. Traditionally,
1985 is taken as the birthyear of the policy of Perestroika.

Initially, Perestroika was conceived as an economic reform, with political
changes announced later, in 1987, when Gorbachev realized that administration would
not bring about improvement on its own. The January Plenary Session* declared
Perestroika as an ideology, as a fundamental, overarching transformation of every area
of Soviet life through Glasnost.

At the January 1987 Plenary Session, Gorbachev personally defined Perestroika:
“Perestroika stands for resolutely overcoming the processes of stagnation, scrapping the
mechanism of retardation, and creating a reliable and effective mechanism of
accelerating the social and economic development of Soviet society.”

The Resolution of the 19® Party Conference (July 1, 1988) attempted to delineate
the essence of this new ideology: “In developing Glasnost, the party remains committed
to the Leninist doctrine that masses must be aware of everything, they must discuss
everything, and do everything consciously. The Communist Party and Soviet people
need truth, complete and objective information about everything that takes place in
society.”® The 19% Party Conference also singled out the further development of
Glasnost as the key political objective, though formal control over the media, albeit
partial, persisted at that time.

* Materials from the January Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, January 27028, 1987, Sabchota Sakartvelo, Tbilisi, 1987.
> Ibid.
¢ Materials from the 19 All-Union Conference of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, June 28-
July 1, 1988, Thilisi, Sabchota Sakartvelo, 1988.
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Initially, Glasnost was designed as media engagement in exposing corrupt
bureaucratic deals. In the second phase of Perestroika, however, holding back bad
publicity shunned as an outdated tradition, so the openness of public communication
channels skyrocketed.

Undoubtedly, the media played a tremendous role in the processes of
Perestroika and Glasnost, in that it fell to exposing negative aspects previously swept
under the rug by the party, the reason why the period in discussion found itself in the
spotlight of Western scholars and researchers.

And since the media is believed to be a powerful propaganda tool, it is imperative
to view and review Perestroika and Glasnost in the context of mass media, to identify
and substantiate what changes media-Perestroika brought about, and what changes the
renewed media generated for its part.

On an international level, Glasnost, a key constituent of Perestroika, is treated
as the most vivid example of the media model of change and development. Without
studying the Georgian periodicals from this point in history, meaning the second half
of the 1980s, it is impossible to analyze the incremental development of the media in
the era of independence, and to paint a picture drawing on historical context, to explain
interdependence and cause and effect relationships, and to systematize empiric
knowledge. This speaks to the enormous importance of studying said period, which is
precisely the goal of this thesis.

The qualitative changes implemented under the umbrella term of Perestroika
on every level of party management also applied to the media, among other.
Censorship—notably the General Directorate for the Protection of State Secrets in the
Press—loosened the apron strings, albeit without losing its grip. Censorship in the
Soviet Union was formally abolished as late as October 15, 1991.

Looking at the press of that period (1985-1986)—including party
documentations and materials pertaining to party congresses and plenary session—we
find no official or detailed explanation, as to how Perestroika should be implemented
by individuals, society as a whole, or separate fields, and no criteria of Glasnost or
measurements to assess change either. True to traditions, the Soviet media accepted
Perestroika as a preordained doctrine at first, but later tried to figure out what
Perestroika stood for, and what had to be done in the name of Perestroika.

Discourses about reorganizing various fields took root and expanded in the
media. And media outlets grew bolder by the minute.

Political life, in the modern sense of this term, can be born only in a democratic
society, and it allows for a competition among various interest groups in the form of
political rivalry. In Georgia, there was in fact no political life whatsoever until the
second phase of Perestroika. Things were planned ahead and unfolded dully,
uneventfully. The monotony of life was broken by occasional out-of-the-ordinary
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events and facts, such as the 1978 demonstration in defense of the Georgian language
or the 1983 airplane hijacking attempt.

Glasnost and Perestroika were interpreted and perceived by Georgians in their
own peculiar way. After the declaration of Perestroika (1985-1987) the media in
Georgia opted to wait around, taking its time and mostly observing developments in
the center. With freedom allowed top-down, previously tabooed topics (Staling, the
1924 uprising, the 1930s, banned authors) started to emerge in the media. In fact, the
protest welling up in society made the first breakthrough in the media, with the first
signs of civil society putting down roots.

This process of Perestroika was not systemic, making it especially hard for the
media. Comparative freedom reflected mostly in quantitative terms, not in qualitative
ones. Newspapers constantly proclaimed that a metamorphosis was inevitable, but
how? The answer to this question came later, through bitter experience and mistakes.

Once launched, Perestroika heralded not only changes in party leadership, but
also overhauled management in every area, including in the media. These changes
eventually resulted in the emergence of qualitatively upgraded newspapers like
Akhalgazrda Komunisti (Young Communist) and Tbilisi, also radio and TV
broadcasters. New periodicals like Kartuli Filmi (Georgian Film) and Mamuli
(Homeland) were also established.

After 1988, Perestroika and relevant new trends picked up the pace throughout
the country. Numerous discussions within informal groups, critical analysis, talks about
flaws, and self-criticism thrived in everyday life. Journalists were forced to work fast.

Georgia’s national elite of that time saw qualitative changes and internal
regrouping, with so-called informal leaders making an appearance, their views carrying
weight with both authorities and society. A new reality was taking hold.

The historical context and the subsequent evolution of the country’s social life
evidence how important it is to study the media coverage and influences of the issue of
Perestroika and its product, Glasnost.

The knowledge of the Georgian media in the Perestroika era relies mostly on
the experience of collective memory found in the narratives by still active specialists
(journalists, historians, sociologists, political scientists, and others), much less on
concrete works or researches, while Western Sovietology experts focus heavily on the
1980s (though their scope is much wider, and the subject of their interest is mostly the
Russian-language media).

Analyzing the Perestroika period in terms of communication studies is necessary
for evaluating and fathoming this historical era, for visualizing the unfolding of
contemporary history against the background of the declared process of Perestroika
snowballing, expanding, and transforming into an avalanche as the last straw that broke
the Soviet Union’s slowly dying back.
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Research Goals and Objectives

The research: Refraction of the Concept of Perestroika and Glasnost in the
Georgian Print Media encompasses attempts at scientifically identifying and
substantiating what journalists gained after the lifting of taboos, what messages they
sent to their audiences, and how media language changed in the absence of clear criteria
under “allowed freedom” (debunking old myths, creating new ones, individual
discourse stimuli, and others).

The research aims to characterize the changes in media texts (content, quality
of criticism, tabooed topics pitched, rewriting/reinterpreting history, changing attitude)
in the second half of the 1980s.

The research material contains such interesting aspects of subject interaction as
editorial policy transformation, authors, readers, censors, and diversifying topics.

The work is valuable for appreciating contemporary history and media
development, for systematizing the environment known as the Georgian media in a
transitional period.

In light of the foregoing, this study to bridge the gaps in said period of the history of
journalism by introducing a new, organized scientific knowledge.

And that is exactly what makes our study relevant and lends it practical
meaning. It is designed to contribute to the systematization of the knowledge about the
media of the second half of the 1980s.

The study targets both history specialists and students, along with wider
audiences interested in this topic.

The main question of the study is as follows: What effect Perestroika and

Glasnost have had on the Georgian media (Literaturuli Sakartvelo and Kartuli Filmi,
1985-1990).

Along with the key question above, the process of research brought to the fore
other questions: How did Perestroika reflect in media texts? What did Glasnost bring
to the media as a product of Perestroika? What topics and issues are relevant in the
research period? How did the content of Literaturuli Sakartvelo and Kartuli Filmi
newspapers change throughout the Perestroika period as a cultural and political
product?

In the process of implementing a pilot project and planning the study, relevant
assumptions, theories, and working hypotheses were laid out, and the volume and
versatility of newspaper texts were defined, consequently diversifying the variableness
of the study’s quantitative aspect as well. The variables are diversified and, by
definition, fall within different typologies.

The study draws on newspaper text analysis and expert opinion.
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The pilot study involved simple frontal monitoring of Georgian newspapers
from 1985-1987, such as Komunisti (Communist), Akhalgazrda Komunisti (Young
Communist), Literaturuli Sakartvelo (Literary Georgia), Kartuli Filmi (Georgian Film),
and Thilisi. After the finalization of the pilot project, the study’s strategy and concrete
tactics were outlined.

The study population was selected from a timeframe between 1985 and 1990 in
the performance of Literaturli Sakartvelo (Literary Georgia) and Kartuli Filmi
(Georgian Film).

Given the involvement of text, a matter with subjective characteristics, an
integrated approach was adopted. The study consists of both quantitative and
qualitative parts, and quantitative and qualitative techniques are combined into a
unified synthetic content analysis, and media samples were studied using the methods
of content analysis and/or discourse analysis.

Why Literaturuli Sakartvelo and Kartuli Filmi?

The selection of these two newspapers for the study population relies on several
factors: 1) Both newspapers are run by creative unions (the Writers’ Union and the
Union of Filmmakers), that is, privileged intelligentsia, 2) Both have the same
publication frequency, 3) The content is often close to literary texts, 4) Their authors
often include publicly known, respected figures, including so-called informal leaders,
5) In the second half of the 1980s, these newspapers assumed the function of both
informing and consolidating society; and 6) By the mid-1980s, Literaturli Sakartvelo
had accumulated vast experience, and Kartuli Filmi was a product of Perestroika, which
makes their comparison/juxtaposition an exciting effort.

Data Collection and Processing

After selecting a timeframe for the overall study population, and the finalization
of the pilot project, the following were outlined: 1) Selection of parameters with special
criteria, 2) Keywords, 3) Analyzed unit (article), 4) Characteristics/categories for
structing the unit of analysis by genre and content, 5) A three-specter system developed
for evaluating the unit of study (positive, negative/skeptical, and neutral), 6) Coding
cards were developed based on collated criteria, and 7) Each selected newspaper article
was labeled by relevant criteria and keyword in special identification cards classified by
characteristics/categories.

The guiding principle for selecting articles to study was to answer the question
whether or not it would be possible to publish the given article under active censorship
(whether or not the article covers such prohibited topics as Stalinist repressions,
immigrant life and literature, criticism of authorities/the Communist Party,
independence and rewriting history, negative statistics).

Through the indexation of newspaper articles selected based on relevant criteria
and keywords, we derived a sample.
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Using the derived material, simple statistical tables were drawn, and variables
were identified and subsequently coded, with reliability testing conducted for the
coding system. Because, with factor analysis in play, many variables allow for perfectly
describing research material, we opted for this method. Concrete trends were analyzed
and pointed out, and the results were interpreted.

Study Population and Selection Volume for the Study’s Qualitative Part

The overall study sample consists of 842 cards (519 for Literaturuli Sakartvelo
and 323 for Kartuli Filmi).

Keywords

Selection keywords and key phrases: Perestroika, Glasnost, acceleration,
economic accounting, repressions, emigrants, national issue, independence, self-
determination, Stalinism, banned authors, national movement leaders.

Analysis units:
1) Newspaper article/article content,
2) Newspaper unit (one issue).

Newspaper issues were analyzed and classified based on topic and genre, such as
newspaper genre and thematic content and the diversification dynamic throughout
1985-1990. Data were calculated and correlated.

Articles were analyzed using special identification/coding cards developed just
for the study.

The Study’s Qualitative Part

Data collection for the study’s qualitative part was carried out using semi-
structured interviews. Our questionnaire takes into account the historical context of
the 1980s and the general picture derived as a result of the pilot study.

A working questionnaire was developed for the study’s qualitative part, with
both open-ended and closed-ended questions, to conduct semi-structured interviews
with experts. Eight interviews were recorded with experts: researchers, and journalists
and media managers active in 1985-1990, including editors of the newspapers in study.

These recordings were transcribed, the texts were condensed, and key messages
were identified, counted, and categorized. Analysis and interpretation were carried out
to generate an analytical report for the study’s qualitative part.

Study Results

The declaration of Perestroika weakened the role of censorship and eventually
put an end to it. Themes grew in diversity at the expense of previously prohibited
issues, and it became possible to criticize party leadership, something unheard of in the
past. Myriad new thematic sections and topics emerged as products of Glasnost.
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Our results allow for concluding that communication through means of mass
communication became more active and relevant in the period of declared Perestroika.
In terms of intensity of communication with the public, the print media could easily
vie with television.

The results of our study answer its main question: What kind of effect
Perestroika and Glasnost had on the Georgian print media (Literaturuli Sakatrvelo and
Kartuli Filmi, 1985-1990), also confirming our working hypotheses and assumptions,
because media content, textual organization by genre, and the scope of authors changed
dramatically at the expense of growing diversity and developing criticism.

By the time of Perestroika, the Soviet media adds to its agenda setting framing
as an even more powerful propaganda tool, consequently to give rise to the synthetic
practice of agenda setting meets framing, this unity being known as so-called Glasnost
frame, which does not just offer what society should think, but also how to think.

The feature film Repentance (Tengiz Abuladze, 1984) is hailed as an impulse, a
watershed, a hypostasis of Perestroika, and a material embodiment of Glasnost.
Voluntarily or involuntarily, Repentance inspired tremendous changes, being dualistic
in nature in that it was Perestroika’s impetus and result in one.

Literaturuli Sakartvelo and Kartuli Filmi from the 1988 period were known for
a rich diversity of authors and topics, engagement of outside authors, and growing
agility among readers as authors and active communicators.

The share of multilateral communication’s function in the newspaper culture of
the Perestroika era started increasing in late 1988 and made a tremendous leap from
1989 onward. Despite semantic and psychological setbacks, expressing one’s opinion
grew in relevance. Messages started reaching addressees in line with their interests, and
feedback was established not only from ordinary reads, but also from various informal

unions, interest groups, and communities of influencers.

The content of reader-newspaper communication, and information flows and

structure, allow us to assert that social processes were in full swing in the second phase
of Perestroika (1989).

In the next developmental phase of Perestroika (1989-1990), the expectations of
the creative intelligentsia were replaced/shifted. Disenchanted, the creative
intelligentsia criticized the concept of Perestroika, though still made use of all the

benefits of Glasnost offered by Perestroika.

The disappearance of the classical Soviet newspaper slogan “Workers of the
world, unite!” in 1989, and their replacement with national slogans, may be taken as an

irreversible symbol of media independence taking root.
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The ultimate correlation of empiric study material produced statistical
association showing clear direct ties and correlation between the quality of Perestroika
and Glasnost, and Perestroika and the thematic/genre diversification of newspapers.
Correlation intensified after the tragedy of April 9.

Post-tragedy newspaper themes are extremely diverse, going far beyond
individual fields of newspaper coverage or genre limitations. Different opinions and
angles are accentuated instead of ensuring that stories are within the canonical
boundaries of journalistic methods and order.

Newspaper texts seem to have shed strict genre-based differentiation and
structuring typical of Soviet journalism, instead incorporating everything from facts,
assessments, and emotions to personal attitudes, allusions, and associations. Text
transforms into symbiosis between journalistic and artistic methods.

Correlation of study materials allows us to assert that Glasnost, as a product of
Perestroika, made appearance in Georgia after the tragedy of April 9, 1989, to set the
stage for a new, exposing, so-called unembellished era with its demystification of events
and personae and new narratives and versions offered to readers.

Thanks to Glasnost and its accompanying pressure, bad stories came to light, and
information flows toward society and feedback grew in scope.

At the initial stage of Perestroika, newspaper-based communication in the
context of Perestroika (messages delivered to addressees and subsequent feedback) is
implemented out of the creative’s mandatory obligation to party leadership, rather than
out of a genuine interest in the given topic. Expectations are vague, unclear at this time.
Later, expectations materialize in the form of budgeting (supporting oneself through
work).

After the turning point of April 9, 1989, however, the interest in the essence and
importance of Perestroika drops among a concrete group, the mandatory obligation to
express a positive attitude weakens at the expense of stronger ties and deeper
decentralization and democratization. Along with democratization, expectations go
through so-called magnetic variations. It is time to lift taboos, with the media starting
to put on its classical characteristics, such as operativity, integrity, refraction of truth.

The qualitative change of newspaper content is indicative of frustration with the
idea of Perestroika and an ideological, orientational shift reflecting in the approaches
of both readers and authors. The turning point 1989 marked the culmination of negative
assessments against Perestroika as a doctrine, with indifference growing in 1990 and
the interest in Perestroika waning and eventually disappearing.

After the April 1989 tragedy, newspaper issues come across as quintessential
Glasnost products, with an era of free media advancing in Georgia. The media are
suffused with new themes: the ideas of democratic development and the country’s
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sovereign organization, something Perestroika never sought to achieve. It became the
political result.

Structure of the Thesis

The volume of the thesis’ text is 183 pages meeting relevant technical standards.
The thesis proper comprises chapters and subchapters. The Abstract is followed by the
Introduction consisting of 5 subchapters: 1) Subject overview, 2) Historical context and
adoption of terms, 3) The state of affairs at the declaration of Perestroika, 4) Perestroika
and Glasnost in Georgia, 5) The General Directorate for the Protection of State Secrets
in the Press and censorship in Georgia during Perestroika. This chapter reviews the
historical preconditions of research topics, also the state of affairs by the time of the
declaration of Perestroika in both Georgia and the Soviet Union, and Perestroika’s
contributing and determining factors.

Chapter 2: Subject Research (theoretical arguments) encompasses the study’s
goal and objectives, its hypotheses and assumptions, and theory and design.

Chapter 3: Research Method and Methodology details the tactic employed by
the research, also the technique of quantitative and qualitative methods. For the
quantitative part, the chapter features arguments allowing for including the issue on
the agenda of subject research and defining selection mass and volume. The chapter also
describes approaches to protocols of collecting and processing materials from the study
population, also listing analysis measurement units and keywords, and describing the
methodology for the study’s qualitative part which relies on information
collection/collation based on a special expert questionnaire.

Chapter 4: Review of Scientific Literature comprises 3 individual subchapters:
1) For the periodization of Perestroika, 2) Foreign authors on Perestroika, and 3)
Georgian authors on Perestroika. Chapter 5 offers a general overview of Literaturuli
Sakartvelo and Kartuli Filmi, our study subjects.

Chapter 6: Results and Statistical Analysis comprises 3 subchapters describing
quantitative data collected and categorized as a result of selection (842 units), and the
process of testing hypotheses, followed by relevant explanations, also a review of
Perestroika and Glasnost perceptions and the results of factor analysis.

Chapter 7, reserved for discussing/interpreting results, consists of 3 subchapters.
Relevant tables are presented. In the first discussion/interpretation subchapter, Lifting
the Taboo, grouped research material is divided by factors (“a different angle,”
“socialization of the press,” “interaction/expectation shifting and replacement”). The
subchapter seeks to explain, analyze, and generalize, and to describe the determining
reasons behind each factor. Relevant illustrative materials in the form of quotes are also

offered. Subchapters 2 and 3 of chapter 7 analyze genres and columns.

Chapter 8 uses relevant materials to lay out the results of the study’s qualitative
part. Summary/Conclusion (Chapter 9) collates findings and the study’s results.
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