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Annotation

After the collapse of the Soviet Empire at the end of the XX century and the declaration
of state independence of Georgia, Georgian historians were given the opportunity to rethink a
number of facts or events of our history.

During the 70 years of Soviet, atheistic rule, the study of the history of the Georgian
Orthodox Church was, in fact, banned. The study of the history of the country was carried out
in accordance with Soviet dogmas, separating it from the study of the history of the Church.

The study of the history of the country without the history of the national church,
brought disastrous consequences to both historical sciences and the self-consciousness of
Georgians.

For the last few decades the interest to the past of the Georgian Church has greatly
increased. Many letters or articles have been written. The special interest was caused to the
autocephaly of 19th century, the history of the Georgian church that was taken away and anti-
Georgian activities of the exarchs working here.

The present dissertation highlights the situation of the Georgian Church during the
Exarchate rule, 1811-1917. In 1801-1810 Georgia was annexed. The independence of the
kingdoms came to an end. This was followed by the loss of church independence in 1811.
Nineteen exarchs led the Georgian Church for 106 years. Only one of the first exarchs, Varlam
Eristavi, was Georgian, and the remaining eighteen were Russians.

The work highlights the details of the major stages of the Georgian Church from the
19th century to the middle of 1917. Specifically, the abolition of the autocephaly of the Church
of Eastern and Western Georgia by the Russian Empire and the establishment of the Exarchate,
the situation of the Church during the Exarchate rule, the struggle of the Georgian nation
against Russia's anti-national and anti-ecclesiastical policies, the struggle for the restoration of
the Church's autocephaly and its successful completion.

In the paper we discuss so called reforms conducted by the exarchs in the Georgian
Church, which aimed at organizing the Georgian Church as the Russian one. At that time,
Georgian ecclesiastical traditions were openly or secretly disrupted: Georgian-language services
and references to Georgian saints were restricted, Georgian hymns, which were compared to

"dog-barking" by some Russian officials, were persecuted. Our church has been deprived of the
6



material basis to make it fully dependent on the state. The number of dioceses decreased,
Georgian monasteries were taken over by Russian monks, new priests were no longer blessed,
church taxes were increased, a number of shrines and treasures were taken out of Georgia, and
the church suffered with the greatest spiritual and material damage. As a result of their actions,
the churches were emptied of Georgian parishioners, as the Georgian word was no longer heard
there. The Empire exerted national, political, economic and ideological pressure on Georgia and
its Church.

The paper extensively discusses the church situation in western Georgia. As it is known,
till the end of the XVIII century Georgian church was made up of two independent
administrational units: Kartli Catholicate and Abkhazian Catholicate. Mitropolit of Kutaisi
Dositheos occupying the throne of Abkhazian Catholicate with Ekvtime Gaenateli initiate the
unification of the country and the church. Unfortunately, the first part of the idea was
unsuccessful, but the church was unified - as Dositheos voluntarily gave up the position on the
throne of the Abkhazian Catholicate and complied with the Patriarch Anton II.

The Russian Empire strictly abused both bishops: Dositheus was killed and Ekvtime was
exiled to Russia. After getting rid of them, the Russian Empire started to abolish the eparchies
of West Georgia and rob the Ecclesiastical Property.

The work also emphasizes the ecclesiastical rebellion of 1819-1820 in western Georgia
and the brutality of Theophilus Rusanov and other empire officials.

The source of the dissertation is the materials preserved in the Central Historical

Archive of Georgia, memoirs, periodicals and other scientific literature regarding this subject.
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