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General Review of the Thesis

Urgency of the Problem

At the end of the XX century Georgia challenged the new reality. The tragedy of the
nation, which struck the country as Tbilisi, Samachablo and Abkhazia wars, was reflected
with all clarity in the literary narrative. As always, the primary mourner for the country was
again a writer. The country faced the greatest threat, as the Communist regime had

particular “achievements” in fighting against this part of the society.

The military actions inspired simultaneously by the Empire in three different
geographical areas of the country (Tbilisi, Tskhinvali Region, Abkhazia) against the
background of the concussions caused by the cataclysms of the post-soviet period brought
grave results, which was reflected in the political, social and economic state of the country;
all this was reflected in literature, which objectively expressed the aspirations of the society

freed from the Communist ideology.

By the beginning of the XXI century, “rehabilitation” of literature can be clearly seen.
The Postmodernism Epoch starts. New authors are making their names in the post-soviet

area literature, through literary works based on new principles.

The post-soviet, new, free model of the perception and vision of the world. Opening
of the isolated space made destruction of lingual constructions possible. The new, cliché-free,
postmodernist literature, created against the background of reevaluation of values and

epochal changes, was constructed on traditional foundation.

Next to the young generation continue their work the representatives of older
generation. They are very careful (they have grave experience!) — the transition stage will be
very painful for such a small nation, as Georgia. Taboo made topics are gradually reflected in

literature; change of lingual constructions was made possible by the opening of the before
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isolates space; they write about everyone and about everything, which was unimaginable

under the Communist censorship.

The public attitude towards such literary processes, as fiction (made-up) and non-
fiction (true), as established by foreign terminology in our literature. Highest interest is
detected towards the latter, which is distinguished by richest traditions in Georgian
literature (Jacob Khutsesi’s Torture of Shushanik; lovane Sabanadze’s Torture of Abo; Giorgi
Merchule’s Life of Grigol Khandzteli and others). Interesting are the documentary texts,
which describe the reality created against the background of destructive processes underway
inside the country, without any “wrapping”. This was the start of literary-documentary

trends, postmodernist stage in the history of Georgian literature.

Thus, against the background of political and social processes, in the form of literary
reflection, was in-depth reflected the real picture of public life; all the feelings and events,
which put upside down and completely changed the life of the nation and the literary

process were told about.

Despite the fact that there are certain articles, scientific studies and dissertations, in
which authors pay attention to the subject of study chosen by us, the given topic has not

been studied monographically until now.

Considering the aforementioned, the urgency of the qualification study is conditioned
by the circumstance that the literary reflection of events developed in Georgia is in need of
in-depth analysis; despite the fact that the literature reflecting the events of the post-soviet
epoch, is popular in scientific sphere, during the analysis of which emphasis is made on
conflict causing reasons and several young researches have also discussed literature about
war in their dissertations, I still believe that a research more or less fully reflecting the given
topic has not yet been conducted. Some of the literary works which we discuss in the

research, has not been reflected in Georgian literary criticism at all. Considering the
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aforementioned, the given topic needs new approach and analysis. It is also noteworthy that
Georgian authors have their attitude towards conflicts existing in Georgia, which is clearly

reflected in literary texts.

In view of history of the topic research, there are quite significant prerequisites to
research of Georgian literary process of the end of the XX century and beginning of the XXI
century. In the scientific literature discourse, discussed in the context of recent postcolonial
studies, appears the new theoretical direction — Literature on refugees. Events underway
throughout the world reasoned the urgency of the literary model of a refugee. One of the
pioneers of the researchers working in the given direction is Claire Gallien, who has actually
laid the foundation for the theoretical discussion of the given topic. Along with different
theoretical directions, in Georgian literary discourse activates the “science about traumatic
memory .

As theoretical sources for the thesis we use:

Articles, critical letters dedicated to the problem of study, which condition the targeted
analytical orientation of the thesis; sources and literary-critical discourses available in
Georgian scientific sphere; (books, articles, periodicals, Internet-collected materials), in
which prominent Georgian researchers (Nana Gaprindashvili, Roza Devdariani, Mariam
Miresashvili, A. Shushbatsari, Bela Tsipuria, Levan Bregadze, Nana Kutsia, Nino
Mindiashvili, Marine Turava, Nana Kobakhidze, Nino Todua, Ana Imnadze, Ana Imnaishvili,
Nona Ambokadze and others) discuss certain aspects of the problems raised in the
qualification thesis. We consider the works by the aforementioned authors in the process of
analysis of contradictory opinions, for clearly representing the problems and viewpoints
interesting to us; works by Georgian writers created in postcolonial space, documentary
sources, interviews, which give the real, more or less objective picture of the epoch.

Considering the goals and objectives of the qualification thesis, in the dissertation we used

different research methods; during working on the thesis, the research was mainly conducted by

comparative method; we used interdisciplinary methods of text review and analysis; based on the
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thematic of the dissertation, we considered it necessary to use the comparative analysis and
conceptual interpretation methods; induction and deduction methods were used for defining
empirical ties between separate events and facts; during text interpretation we considered
complex literary study approach.

Theories on “traumatic memory” and “refugee literature” were used as theoretical-
methodological basis of the thesis.

The goal of the scientific work, we believe is to analyze those examples of postcolonial
literature, which fully represented most significant and fatal events of the past century, in
the form of literary reflection, both in Georgian and Ossetian and Abkhazian literatures. The
topic of research chronologically covers the years 1989-2008 (from April 9, 1989 through
2008 August War). Thus, the research presents the different viewpoints on traumatic
concepts, identified in Georgian and Ossetian literary and scientific spheres during two
decades. We believe it essential to study and analyze the aforementioned material in unified
context, on the one hand for reflecting more or less full literary discourse and on the other
hand, for understanding in Georgian cultural space the paradigm of war as certain reflection,
against the background of Georgian-Ossetian and Georgian-Abkhazian armed conflicts.

Scientific novelty of the qualification thesis is to understand the literary texts created on
the topic of Georgian-Ossetian, Georgian-Abkhazian and civil wars, in the unified context; to
discuss those literary texts in the research topic context, which, as far as we are aware, have
not been discussed by critics at all (Murad Mtvarelidze’s Prize of the Bullet; Gela
Chkvanava’s Toreadors; Beso Khvedelidze’s Taste of the Mouse, Almanac Halleluiah).

To analyze materials (Russian-language, Ossetian-language) found in Ossetian press and
literature on Georgian-Ossetian conflict topic and to compare positions of authors.

To show peculiarities of war, as of literary model (paradigm) in the context of two
theories — Traumatic Memory and Refugee Literature (based on Georgian and Ossetian

materials for analysis).
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The main objective and scientific novelty of the dissertation we believe to be the
evaluation of Abkhazian and Ossetian authors on wars inspired by Russia; analysis of their
literary works. It is interesting to see how they see what has happened, who they hold
responsible and what positions they stand on. We believe, by answering the given question,
we have in the more interesting way represented the topic, which shows Georgian, Ossetian
and Abkhazian literatures in one, common period of time, the unified chronotype.
Therefore, we have analyzed highly interesting literatures of three nations, full of different
viewpoints; literatures, which have reflected various understanding of reasons and results of
national depression in one specific period of history.

As the scientific novelty of the dissertation thesis we have presented the analysis of
what the Ossetian authors researched by us write and what criteria they use for defining
what has happened: Aliona Doguzova, Davit Gazaati, Edward Vartanov, Ekaterina Jioeva,
Lana Dzukaeva, Liza Tasoeva, Merab Zaseeti, Natalia Dzukoeva, Tamerlan Tadtaev and
Tengiz Doguzov.

The aforementioned material will be analyzed in our qualification thesis for the first
time, which is considered to be one of the main objectives of the dissertation. It must be said
that it is impossible to gather in one thesis complete material reflected through literary
reflection of historical facts of the 1990s, although, we believe that we have more or less
managed to represent the complete picture.

Scientific and practical value of the dissertation thesis we believe to be the possibility
of its usage as factual material of theoretical base in the future researches conducted by those
interested in the topic/problem.

The dissertation will be useful for philological profile students, when studying history
of recent Georgian literature; it will be interesting to future scientific staff, oriented at
studying postcolonial literature; after reading the dissertation, those interested will have

more or less full understanding of the political and cultural processes in Georgia of the 1990s,
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the most essential stage of the newest Georgian history, which has been researched by many
Georgian literary critics.

Thesis structure: the dissertation thesis counts 250 pages. The thesis consists of the
Introduction, main part (three chapters, five subchapters) and the Conclusion. The thesis is

annexed with the list of references — total 223 items.

The Basic Content
Chapter 1. Reflection of the 90s of the 20% century in Georgian Literature

First chapter of the thesis consists of one subchapter — 1.1. Reflection of the Civil War.
The given chapter is dedicated to the grave reality created against the political background of
the events (April 9, Civil War), developed as result of the government crisis in Georgia
during the 1990s and to its reflection-representation in the postcolonial literary discourse.
We have analyzed literary texts (Guram Dochanashvili’s The Two Here and There; Zura
Meskhi’s The Spasms; Shota latashvili’s The Sick City; Irina Bakanidze’s My Light, My Light;
Zaza Tvaradze’s The Dried River; Apartments; Otar Chkheidze’s Artistic Coup; Aka
Morchiladze’s The Journey to Karabakh — the aforementioned literary works analyzed by us
reflect and reveal full picture of the processes underway in Georgia of 1990s; they show how
the mass trauma caused by post-soviet events replaced the trauma caused by the soviet
regime, the discussion of which in literary discourse (in this case) is made possible based on
the narrative of writers presented here. In his short story The Two Here and There, Guram
Dochanashvili was one of the first writers to expose the destructive policy of the regime
sinking in a swamp. The literary work, thematic of which is the reflection of the bloody
April of 1990s, is the requiem for those killed in the attempt of eliminating the national
movement in Georgia; it includes Biblical quotations. The reason for choosing the title of the
short story is also revealed (The Two Here and There), i.e. That what belongs to the Lord,

returns to Him; and “here”, punished for the love homeland, it becomes part of history.
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While the sinner executioner Statik, as a murderer is rejected here too and by the same

reason unacceptable in Heaven.

Zura Meskhi’s The Spasms describes the real picture of the epoch which gave start to
physical and moral depravity. It tells about the unbearable being of the insulted intelligentsia
and juvenile generation; change of way of life and faith to the worst; it gives the picture of
intelligentsia out in the streets looking for a piece of bread, the picture of their depravity...
spiritual degradation of juveniles... life’s difficulties are accompanied by the crisis caused by
epochal changes, the results of which are outlined against the background of one, broken up
family. Thematically of the same type is Shota Iatashvili’s short story The Sick City, which
tells about the “diseased” capital of Georgia during 1990s, showing the real picture of epoch
at the example of one specific city. It is noteworthy that the main character of the short
story, who there is nothing impermissible for, is afraid of only looking in his mother’s eyes,
as those eyes are the mirror, reflecting the whole universe. In the literary work dominates
the abundance of faith shaken or even worse, faithless people in the Church. In the given
context, culmination is the murder of a faithless, ironic and sarcastic pilgrim by archbishop
and later his suicide; which, we believe is the result of understanding of own guilt by the

archbishop.

Shota Iatashvili’s short story The Brain is a tragedy which raises the issue of being of
not being of the thinking society. A person deliberately gives up the most precious — the
brain, which, naturally, causes his death. The fable plot of the short story is the reflection of
the epoch. Toma’s example shows the catastrophe of the whole thinking society of the
nation. It is clearly shown how and at what cost takes place the reevaluation of values.
After the turn of the “time machine”, like a cripple sheep, which layer of the society

appear in lead; who and at what cost “understood” the new life better.

In her short story Light, My Light, Irina Bakanidze tells us about the destruction of

family relationships during the hardest period of 1990s. The literary work is important for
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the description of a woman, as a creature tortured by life, functionless mother; in which,
the literary portrait of a woman-mother is represented through social-psychological
patterns. This is one of the enigmas of the gravest epoch, which was “copied” by the
author unchanged, in order to have shown to the readers the dilemma of Georgian women

during the chaos of the 1990s.

Zaza Tvaradze’s The Dried River and The Apartments is the author’s attitude
towards the catastrophic situation in the country. Characters express harsh irony and
suspicion towards each other and own selves. There is clear distrust, despair... The Dried
River describes the period of time when the history already “took” the hardest periods of the
national movement, Tbilisi war and wars with breakaway regions. At the same time, despite
such cataclysms, humans regain faith, they try to turn to the Lord. Literature freed from the
ideological oppression of the Communists talks about the Church and those people who step
by step get closer to the phenomenon of faith. 7he Apartments makes us think about the fate
of people who have come out into streets due to the depraved governance of the

Communists. In general, main thematic of Zaza Tvaradze’s works is the relation of humans

with the Lord.

Another literary reflection of traumatic memory is Zaal Samadashvili’'s The Noisy
City. The work reveals lives of those who do not care what happens in the country and go
on with their lives happily. The main thing was for the tragedy not to affect their
families!... The story axis relates to the processes underway in Tbilisi during the
Abkhazian war. Part of Thbilisi youth is fighting in Abkhazia, part is drowning in the
chaotic Thilisi life. In such Thilisi everything is permitted: theft, drugs, murder... In such a
chaos, “the smart” men buy everything they can for symbolic prices... According to the
story, the spiritually traumatized people get the desire to return to the Lord. All the sinners
try to look into the Lord’s window, they open their hearts to him and recognize their

humane decline...
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Distinguished literary reflection of 1990s’ events is Otar Chkheidze’s novel The
Artistic Coup. The novel is based on documentary facts and is a kind of analysis of the Thbilisi
war and civil opposition (in reality, the Russian-Georgian war). The title of the novel is also
symbolic — the writer perceives the development of events remaining in the traumatic
memory of the society, as “theatrical play” (at the same time, the tragedy staged by “the
artists”) and speaks about the fatal, tragic decease of the functionless theatre in the streets of
the capital... The negative layer in Georgian character is outlined in the novel — playing any
role for being the leader and shouting out loud for attracting attention. This was the real
picture of the then life of the capital and unfortunately, not just of the capital — whole
Georgia was in chaos. Aka Morchiladze’s novel The Journey to Karabakh reflects the period
of the destruction of Georgia’s territorial integrity, namely the end of Tskhinvali war. The
novel raises the issue of “drugs”; lives of specific persons show that this is the end to the
hardest epoch and the start of something else, the new way in Georgian society’s life and
consciousness. Carefully listening to the heartbeat of the epoch, the author best manages to
separate all the main parts from the chain reaction of the chaotic life; to give a name to each
of them. Aka Morchiladze’s My Adventures shows how long people suffered from the fear of
war and post-war depression; that the first hit, taken by people on the bloody April night,
was not just a physical injury — psychological trauma appeared to be untreatable. Both works
by the author — The Journey to Karabakh and My Adventures are characterized with light
narration mixed with honest humor, during which, alternate appearance of enigmatic images

and revealing of facts allows reconstruction of the social-political picture of 1990s.
Chapter II. War in Georgian Writers’ Literary Works

The second chapter consists of four subchapters; in the first subchapter - II.1. Epochal
Discourse, we have analyzed Georgian fiction-documentary literature dedicated to events of

1990s (Otar Chkheidze, Rostom Chkheidze, Naira Gelashvili, Dato Turashvili and Jaba

Ioseliani). Naira Gelashvili’s novel First Two Circles and Etc. is documentary prose dedicated
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to one significant problem, which is acute not only in Georgia — oppression of people because
of different opinion. The novel is the literary reflection of traumatic events. Characters of the
novel are translating literary masterpieces of different countries. Political situation changes
around them. New groups, new leaders appear. They start threatening and oppressing the
employees of the Translation Panel; the raid results in casualty. Correspondence between the
characters covers different periods of Georgian history. From the “window” of the translation

center we see the tragic events underway not only in Tbilisi, but in the whole Georgia.

In the novel Once upon a time Dato Turashvili from chronological angle discusses the
events of many years of Georgian-Russian relations until the recreation of independence.
The novel saturated with historic traumas is of autobiographic character. Reader first travels
to Soviet Georgia and after, together with the author-character, gets to the “window”, from
which freedom can be seen. Author-narrator shares his viewpoints about the leaders of the
national movement with us. Those facts are essential as far as they coincide with the public

opinion and we get the idea about the heartbeat of the epoch.

Rostom Chkheidze’s historical-biographical novel The Crown of Thormns brings back
to life Georgia’s newest history. This is a book-history, reflecting the tragedy of the life of
Zviad Gamsakhurdia and describes his road from being a leader of the national movement to
the days in Jikhashkari. In spite of modest manner of style of the author, his position is still
clear in the novel — the writer knows very well what motivated Zviad Gamsakhurdia! From a
different angle, but the same topic is described in Jaba loseliani’s novel Three Dimensions in
which the author events underway in the then Tbilisi with chronological precision; he

clarifies what was his reason for opposing Zviad Gamsakhurdia...

In the second subchapter - II.2. Abkhazian war in Georgian literature — we analyzed
Gela Chkvanava’s Toreadors, Zaur Kalandia’s Monument for Everyone, Rezo Tabukashvili’s In
the Shadow of Ships, the Mist, Guram Odisharia’s Rain Expected in Sokhumi, the Nephew,
President’s Cat, Marine Turava’s Sokhumi-Tbilisi, Irma Malatsidze’s The Snowball, Murad
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Mtvarelidze’s The Bullet Prize, Jano Janelidze’s When Tears Sing, The Trial of the Winners,
Beso Khvedelidze’s The Taste of the Mouse —literary works dedicated to Georgian-Abkhazian
conflict thematic. The tragedy taken place at the territory of Abkhazia (just as any other
event in general), eventually found its place in literature. Gela Chkvanava’s Toreadors
analyzed by us is the reflection of developments taken place during Abkhazian war. The text
describes several days of two soldiers stuck behind enemy lines. The author speaks with
subtexts; in his opinion, the homeland who calls unexperienced youth to the battlefield and
fails to protect them in the most critical moment, does not exist any longer!... Another
reflection of Abkhazian war can be seen in Zaur Kalandia’s novel The Monument for All. The
novel describes the reality developed during Abkhazian war period and internal clashes in
Samegrelo Region — opposition between the National Guards and Mkhedrioni in Samegrelo
during 1992-1993. The novel precisely describes what was happening after Zviad
Gamsakhurdia’s exile and division of one country into two, hostile camps. The plot, which is
preceded by pre-war stories of young men who have “succeeded” during civil war, develops
in a very interesting way. Objective basis of the novel are the events conditioned by specific

situation created in Georgia during 1990s.

Rezo Tabukashvili’s title of the novel Under the Shadow of Ships is symbolic — ships
are protecting people, keeping them safe and calm spiritually. Short story The Escape is the
presentation of individual human trauma. It is young woman’s painful parting from present-
past; a reprimand to nature. Analogous pain can be detected in Non-Escape. The Mist is the
best to understand and realize how unappreciated were those who went through war after it
finished. Guram Odisharia’s Rain is Expected in Sokhumi is an autobiographic literary work,
which clearly shows author’s attitude towards present-past. The psychological drama reflects
narrator’s nostalgic attitude towards the city, which he permanently wants to return to. This
is an attempt to grant eternity to Sokhumi. The novel is a kind of diary of an internally
displaced person. Tragic events of 1990s are also described in the writer’s short story The

Nephew, clearly showing that despite the ruthless laws of war, in critical situations people
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still try to not lose dignity themselves and not to offend enemy’s dignity either. Events
developed during a short period of time are in close cause-and-effect connection. Saving
enemy’s child brings positive effect — an enemy spares an enemy and declares trust to him,
furthermore, gives highest evaluation and calls him “the dignified enemy”. The man, crying

because of emotions caused by such trust, wishes to live in a country full of love.

Novel President’s Cat is a fiction-documentary work, which is based on documentary
facts and shows the panorama of public life of Soviet time Sokhumi. The novel tells about the
life of Mikheil Bgazhba, First Secretary of the Central Committee of Abkhazia during 1960s-
1980s. Marine Turava’s poetic almanac — Sokhumi-Tbhilisi — once again reminds us that
Abkhazia is an indivisible part of her life, her “spiritual condition”, which is well seen both

in her letters and poems, which have become the runway for feelings.

Irma Malatsidze’s fiction-documentary short story The Snowball is based on real fact
related to battalion of Georgian soldiers during Abkhazian war. The short story is dedicated
to those who have managed not to become evil during war and to show respect to a woman,
even if she was part of enemy’s family. Evidences confirming the gratitude by the enemy are

described in the short story.

Murad Mtvarelidze’s literary work The Bullet Prize analyzed by us, reflects the
century-long tragedy of Georgia. Abkhazian war is one of the passages of the tragedy. The
given example of post-soviet literature takes us to the journey from 1920s until the 21¢
century “in a historic context, in literary discourse”. The author revives the tragic events of
different periods of the past century; allows us to once again think how similar can be, what
connection is there between tragic fates of people of three different generations, how
traumatic memory results affect their souls. Change of time and space does not change

destructive results of war.
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Time and space of Abkhazia fills the poetic almanac When Tears Sing and prosaic
work The Trial of Winners by Jano Janelidze, refugee writer from Abkhazia. With heartache
the author exposes those who have sacrificed the great cause to personal interests.
Recordings of his speeches or literary works expose both Shevardnadze’s insidious plans and
ruthlessness of Abkhazian separatists. Beso Khvedelidze’s prosaic work The Taste of the
Mouse is also dedicated to the Georgian-Abkhazian conflict. Idea of the plot, to show the
humane nature of a Georgian, in this case a soldier, is revealed in the caring attitude of
narrator towards a foreign journalist, which was expressed in the desire to save him from the
war, which the journalist accidentally appeared in. There is universal topic discussed in the

text — soldier does not lose human dignity even when death is so close.
2.3. Georgian-Ossetian conflict reflection in Georgian literature

Subject of our research in the given subchapter are the literary works created on the
topic of Russia-initiated Georgian-Ossetian conflict. We analyze the texts created by
following authors — Zeinab Metreveli, Vano Chkhikvadze, Giorgi Sosiashvili, Shota
Darbuashvili and Mzia Khetaguri, in addition with the almanac Halleluiah, which includes

poems by authors refugees from Samachablo.

Zeinab Metreveli’s Birds of the Temple reflects the fatal period of Georgia’s separation
and break up. The literary work is inspired by the tragedy of Georgian-Ossetian conflict,
revealing with philosophical depths the grave life of those remaining in an abandoned
village; but still struggling for the better future. Search for original roots by a man thrown
down from the hierarchy ledder... Vano Chkhidvadze’s The Winter Book is dedicated to the
transformation of the tragic events of Georgian-Ossetian conflict into a war. The author
exposes all the defects that characterized Georgia of the 1990s. According to the book, those
who gain profit from the fire of war see the best way of making money at the expense of
country’s destruction. Drug sale is a common event. The author conveys the best the

character of those people who have no interest in the peaceful settlement of the conflict —
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tension, conflicts and chaos are far more “profitable”. In the short story 1992, January 1 the
author draws the lifeless picture of the colorless, beaten capital during New Year. The author
suffers painfully from brothers shooting each other, especially on the New Year’s Eve and
believes that there will be no winner in this war eventually. Major part of Giorgi Sosiashvili’s
literary works is created after the August War. Almost all of the works analyzed by us (Zhe
Undertakers, Switched Off Moon, 2008 Vacation, The Basis, Barbed Wire) reflect the treaty of
those who have suffered from the August War. We can clearly see author’s attitude towards
the August War, in general towards Georgia’s past, which he manages to show by “dry facts”;
he makes readers to feel what has happened with all the emotions. He makes parallel
between the past and the present; reveals Bolsheviks’ inhuman deeds and analyzes every
smallest detail. The author believes that the new times need new heroes; only those from the
past cannot give us an example. In the given context he speaks about Zviad Gamsakhurdia
and problems related to his name. The author describes examples of the oppression of

Zviadists.

Samachablo conflict is painfully perceived by refugee poet and musician Shota
Darbuashvili. His poems and notes Samachablo is Kartli's Tears and Thoughts about the future
of Samachablo, are the certain dedication to the forgotten heaven. The poet’s tragic fate is
reflected in lyrical poems. He believes that his happiness was lost together with Tskhinvali...

His story about developments in Tskhinvali of 1990s is very interesting.

In the almanac Patience will come until Spring, poet from Tskhinvali Tsitsino
Babutsidze once again reveals the unhealed wound caused by loss of Samachablo. The author
attempts to convey her emotions through creative toold. Everything she has witnessed and
experienced herself gives her works special colors; poems that are the reflection of her

painful soul.

Poet Mzia Khetaguri feels more responsibility due to her Ossetian origins. Main

thematic of her literary work is the broken-up Georgia. The poet tells with heartache about
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the unhealed wound caused by Ossetian-Georgian conflict. Her poetic almanac The Night
Guardian is an honest testimony, that she tells her readers. The lost territories, broken
relations, mother and guardian angel of the abandoned household — this is the incomplete list

of traumas, which every refugee suffers from.

The poetic almanac Halleluiah, analyzed by us, reveals the emotions and feelings of
those writers that have managed to represent historic reality in through literary texts. The
given almanac is important also from the viewpoint that it gives complete understanding of

the works by refugees from Samachablo.

In the fourth subchapter - IL.4. — War chronicles in publicist narrative (local and
republican press) we analyze the letters by Makvala Khachidze (journalist) published at
different hardest times for Georgia in Khashuri regional newspaper(s) (Gamarjvebis Gza,
Alioni, Khashuris Moambe). Materials researched by us cover political events taken place

both in the capital of Georgia and in Khashuri region.
Chapter III. War reflections in Ossetian belletristic-publicist narrative

The given chapter is dedicated to analysis of literary works by Ossetian nationality
authors, which allowed us to understand how they evaluate the Ossetian-Georgian conflict.
Materials researched by us are by following authors of Ossetian nationality: Tamerlan
Tadtaev, Al. Chekhov, Aliona Doguzova, Davit Gazati, Edward Vartanov, Ekaterina Jioeva,

Lana Dzukaeva, Liza Tasoeva, Merab Zaseti, Natalia Dzukaeva, Tengiz Doguzov.

After analyzing Tamerlan Tadtaev’s short stories ,Kapa6un“ (The Carabine®),
»OtcTynuuk® (Apostite), Jlo6poonus“ (The Volunteers) we make the conclusion that the
author is unbiased. She shows the real picture of what was going on in Tskhinvali streets
during the war; what were the relationships between Ossetians and Georgians before the
war... It is interesting to see the author’s attitude and clear desire to look in the eyes of truth.

Literary sketch by a tenth grader Ossetian girl is the story of that horrible night when the
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war started. The girl believes their only savior is Russia. This is the opinion of the ninth
grader Ossetian girl Liza Tasoea. He poems read about the calm and faith destroyed by
Georgians. Juveniles’ viewpoints make us conclude that the youth see facts; form politics is

strange and they are less interested in the causes of war.

In modern poet Al. Chekhov’s poem ,Jlro6mmsrit Mot ropox (My favorite city),
written in August 2008, is clearly seen the faith that the only savior and protector is Russia.
The author apologizes to his beloved city for failing to protect it... Greatest concern because
of what has happened is reflected in Tengiz Doguzov’s poem ,Hemo6psie cocegu” (The evil
neighbors). We can see that only Georgians sit on the seats of accused here too. A threat can
be heard — Of the awakening of the blood of light... Ossetian author Lana Dzukaeva’s poem
»-Moit Mpucron“ (My Iriston) is full of rage. She believes that Georgians fought them just
because they were Ossetians. Tskhinvali children’s poet Ekaterine Jioeva believes that this
fact (August War) shows how important freedom is for the Alans. However, unlike others,
she does not describe Georgians as “fascists” and even expresses desire for friendship with
them. Tskhinvali author Edward Vartanov writes about great irresponsibility and ambitions
of Georgian president. He writes with regret that he was mistaken about Georgians. In Merab
Zaseti’s poem Angels of Immortaility there’s hope that despite “Georgians’ vicious plan”, they
will still survive... Tragedy of youth killed on battle fields is described in Alena Doguzova’s
poem ,OH obGeman MHe BepHyTbca (He promised he would be back). ,IIpocru Mens,
Ixuuean!“ (Forgive me Tskhinval!) — this is the title of Ossetian journalist Natalia Dzukaeva’s
notes, who worked a journalist during this war. The author does her best to remain unbiased,
although, she writes that even the thought that their city and lands could have gone to
others, makes her feel bad. She makes conclusions that what has happened now, was
accumulating during years of relationships and it all broke out at once... Journalist sees

psychological traumas faced by people as result of war and she is worried about their future.
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Analysis of Tamerlan Tadtaev’s short stories (,Hedopman“ (The Informal), ,Jdpyr
mercrBa“ (The Childhood Friend), ,Jo6poBomusr“ (The Volunteers), ,CBIH* (The Son),
~Cyausiit geHp” (The Judgement Day) allows us to conclude that representatives of the
thinking community understand and realize the causes and results of the war and believe
that there are no winners or the defeated in this war... Unforgotten brotherly relations are
marked by the fact that the two enemies, when recalling old friends in each other, forget the
present and start trying to save each other, but they fail... The author emphasizes the
psychological stress of the Georgian soldier that he suffers because of killing an innocent
Ossetian elderly. Analysis of Tamerlan Tadtaev’s works lead us to the conclusion that none of
the sides support war. War, whatever reasons it is caused by, is war and there are no winners
or defeated in it; both sides suffer the same from war-caused wounds. Therefore, we
represented the texts analyzed by us as examples of inspiration of the collective trauma of
Georgian people. We believe that in future many researchers will show interest to the topic,

which has been reflected in literature as postcolonial trauma.
In the Conclusion

Research results are summarized; it is emphasized that in the dissertation thesis, the
topic of war in modern Georgian literature is discussed and differently represented in the
postcolonial literature context; we have studied Georgian literary texts, which are certain
excursion in view of research-analysis in literary discourse of the events developed in
Georgia during the political crisis of 1990; importance is given to the discussion of social and
political, cultural and psychological changes taken in postcolonial space, based on belletristic
narrative by Georgian writers. Based on the researched material we conclude that the tragic
events developed in post-soviet Georgia already “on the rails of freedom”, compared to
previous period, were reflected in Georgian literary discourse in the completely different
interpretation — in the realistic way; events developed in Georgia of 1990s, during which, we

primarily attempted to establish our national identity, there was the new level of collective
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trauma, which was inherited by next generation; in the Georgian postcolonial space, the
invasions by the modernized empire, created gravest challenges to the statehood of the
country, which left hardest trauma in the souls of every citizen. Based on the analysis of
belletristic-documentary prose, we have concluded — the discussed texts clearly show that
absence of censorship has promoted not only the unsightly reflection of the real picture, but
also certain radicality of positions of the authors of different nationalities. Literary works
researched by us show that along with estrangement of persons, there is also difference in
approaches among authors of different generations and nationalities. It is a fact that there is
the real scene of the century everywhere, but it is also a fact that there is great desire for the
recreation of the “broken bridge” seen in the works by Georgian authors. Thus, our
qualification thesis The War Paradigm in Modern Georgian Literature reflects from a
different, diverse angle the material created against the background of traumatic/cultural
memory and presented in postcolonial literature; based on analyzing the multifaceted
literature we have attempted to present our perspective of research when reflecting tragic

facts of the recent past of Georgia.
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