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„saqarTvelos yvela moqalaqe valdebulia 
zrunavdes kulturuli memkvidreobis dacva-

SenarCunebaze.
 kulturul memkvidreobas saxelmwifo icavs 

kanoniT.“
saqarTvelos konstitucia, 34-e muxli, me-2-e  

punqti

saydrisi-yaCaRianis Zeglis garSemo ganviTarebuli 
movlenebi qronologiuri TanmimdevrobiT

2013 wlis aprilSi kompania “RMG Gold”-is gancxadebis 
safuZvelze, saqarTvelos mTavrobis iniciativiT 
da kulturisa da ZeglTa dacvis saministros 
brZanebiT Seiqmna 11 kaciani komisia, romelsac 
daevala saydrisis uZvelesi samTamadno mrewvelobis 
ZeglTan dakavSirebuli sakiTxis Seswavla. komisiam 
35 dRiani muSaobis Semdeg daadgina, rom saydrisi-
yaCaRians kanonis darRveviT hqonda Zeglis statusi 
miniWebuli. 2013 wlis 5 ivliss, gamoica kulturisa 
da ZeglTa dacvis ministris 03/108-e brZaneba, romelic 
gulisxmobda arqeologiuri ZeglisaTvis uZravi 
Zeglis statusis gauqmebas.  

2013 wlis agvistoSi kompaniis warmomadgeneli 
acxadebes: rom saydrisis oqros sabadoze miTi 
xelovnurad Seqmnes; rom Seqmnil viTarebaSi kompaniis 
garda saxelmwifo interesebic zaraldeba; rom 
maT werilobiT mimarTes premier-ministrs Zeglis 
gadatanasTan dakavSirebiT.[1]

„saydrisi-yaCaRianis Temaze imsjeles biznescentrSi 
premier ivaniSvilTan gamarTul Sexvedraze, sadac 
gadawyda, rom „oqros maRaros sakiTxis Seswavla, 
masze statusis miniWeba da a.S. saqarTvelos 
mecnierebaTa akademias unda daevalos...“. [13] akademiaSi 
specialuri komisia Seiqmna, romelsac unda daedgina 
iyo Tu ara saydrisi-yaCaRianis maRaro uZvelesi 
oqros sabado. akademiis zogierTi warmomadgeneli 
acxadebda, rom maT „mZime misia daekisraT“ da mis 
gansaxorcieleblad  „mokle vada“ misces. „Zeglis 
gadatana sruli absurdia, rogor SeiZleba mTa aiRo 
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da sxva adgilas gadaitano?! ... RmerTma qnas, rom 
iq marTlac oqros sabado aRmoCndes.“- konstantine 
ficxelauri, arqeologi. [6] dekemberSi, premier 
ministrisagan davalebis miRebidan ori Tvis Semdeg 
mecnierebaTa akademiam ganacxada, rom Zegli 5000 
wlisaa da didi istoriuli mniSvneloba gaaCnia, rom 
isini ewinaaRmdegebian saydrisi-yaCaRianis oqros 
maRaros dangrevas. [10]

2014 wlis ianvarSi sazogadoeba gaaqtiurda 
saydrisis problemasTan dakavSirebiT. gairkva, rom 
2013 wels kulturis ministrma ise gauuqma Zegls 
statusi, rom sakiTxi komisias arc ki Seuswavlia. 
„RMG goldma“ unebarTvod daiwyo samuSaoebi da 
Zegli daaziana. amis Semdeg kulturis saministros 
miTiTebiT samuSaoebi SeCerda. „RMG gold“-is 
TanamSromlebma saministrosTan saprotesto 
aqcia gamarTes. kompania manamde ver gaagrZelebda 
samuSaoebs, sanam saministros nebarTva ar eqneboda. 
amavdroulad presaSi kvlav Suqdeba „mecnierebis 
gansxvavebuli mosazrebebi“.  mediis nawili kvlav 
agrZelebs kompaniis mxardaWeras da calsaxad 
acxadebs, rom „saydrisis miTidan aRaraferi rCeba.“[9]

samoqalaqo sazogadoebam guram odiSariasgan 
moiTxova ZeglisaTvis statusis aRdgena, kvlevebis 
dawyeba da masSi ucxoeli eqspertebis CarTva. maT 
Sexvedraze avstralieli, germaneli da amerikeli 
mecnierebis mxridan mxardamWeri werilebi 
warmoadgines. maT aseve mimarTes saerTaSoriso 
organizaciebs da reagireba sTxoves „saydrisi-
yaCaRianis zogad sakacobrio Rirebulebidan“ 
gamomdinare. [11] „RMG gold“-ma kulturis saministros 
sawinaaRmdegod premier-ministris kancelariaSi 
saCivari Seitana, sadac aprotestebda kulturis 
ministris mxridan kompaniisTvis saydrisis 
arqeologiur obieqtze samuSaoebis Catarebis uflebis 
CamorTmevas. mimdinare movlenebs Seewira kulturis 
ministris pirveli moadgilis Tanamdebobac. 

amave periodSi cnobili xdeba saqarTvelos 
premier-ministris irakli RaribaSvilis poziciac. 
„saydrisi ar aris uZveles oqros maRaro“ - ganacxada 
man.
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martis TveSi kancelariasTan gaimarTa socialuri 
qseliT dagegmili aqcia, transfarantebiT - „daicavi 
saydrisi“, „saydrisi-yaCaRiani xelisuflebis 
gamocdaa“. aqciis wevrebi acxadeben: „sazogadoebaSi 
unda amaRldes mgrZnobeloba imis Sesaxeb, rom 
saydrisi msoflioSi uZvelesi maRaroa.“ aqtivistebis 
gverdiT gamoCnda kulturis ministris yofili 
moadgilec.

aprilSi, mTavrobis sxdomaze, irakli RaribaSvilma 
ganacxada: „aravis daumtkicebia, rom am adgilas 
iyo uZvelesi oqros maRaro, es ar mtkicdeba. 
ramdenime Tvis win, eqspertebma dades daskvna, 
warudgines mTavrobas, ris safuZvelzec mTavrobam 
miiRo gadawyvetileba, samuSaoebis gagrZelebasTan 
dakavSirebiT. mesmis im adamianebis, romlebic TiTqos 
Zeglis gadarCenas cdiloben. magram minda maT 
Sevaxse no, am organizaciaSi dasaqmebulia daaxloebiT 
sami aTasi adamiani.“[3]

aprilSive daiwyo karvebis aqcia saydrisTan, sadac 
Sveicariis da germaniis elCebic Cavidnen. karvebis 
aqciis gasaSuqeblad adgilze BBC-is gadamRebi 
jgufic imyofeboda. maT Sexvda kulturis ministri, 
guram odiSariac. “ikomos saqarTvelom“ ki ganacxada, 
rom saydrisis arqeologiuri memkvidreoba fiskalur 
da biznes interesebs Seewira.[7] am etapze ukve 
aqtivistebs Soris gamoikveTa is nawili, romelTac 
politikuri interesebi amoZravebdaT. 

maisSi, kulturis saminsitros mier Camoyvanilma 
eqspertebma daadastures Zeglis istoriuli 
mniSvneloba da qarTul-germanuli eqspediciis 9 
wlis muSaobis Sedegad miRebuli debulebebis da 
mtkicebulebebis Rirebuleba. „eqspertebis daskvnam 
saydrisi-yaCaRianis ganadgurebis SesaZlebloba 
gamoricxa“. - marine mizandari.

ivnisSi kulturuli memkvidreobis dacvis erovnul 
saagentosTan gaimarTa saprotesto aqcia sloganiT 
„saydrisis dangreva erovnuli sircxvilia.“ 

ivlis-agvistoSi miCumda presa. seqtembridan 
ki gaCnda axali indormacia, imis Sesaxeb, rom 
saydrisis mcvelebs SeuerTda politikuri partia 
„saqarTvelos patriotTa aliansi“. es imas niSnavda, 
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rom sazogadoebriv sawyisebze dawyebuli moZraoba 
politikur Seferilobas iZenda. aman ganxeTqileba 
Seitana aqtivistebSi. seqtembridan noembris CaTvliT 
presa ZiriTad propagandistuli stilis statiebs 
aqvey nebs, sadac saubaria saydrisis mcvelebs 
Soris SuRlze, TiTqosda skandaluri informaciebi 
qarTul-germanuli samecniero eqspediciis Sesaxeb. 
xolo Zegls kvlav miTad an „ZaliT gaZeglebulad“ 
moixsenieben. 

noember-dekemberSi TveSi gaimarTa ori kvlevis 
prezentacia: 1. „axalgazrda finansistTa da 
biznesmenTa asociaciis“ kvleva, romelic askvnida, 
rom „...sabados srulfasovnad aTviseba sasicocxlo 
mniSvnelobisaa.“[8] 

da 2.„axalgazrda advokatebis“ kvleva. isini erTis 
mxriv ukanonod miiCneve n, kulturis ministris 
brZanebas uZravi Zeglis  statusis moxsnis Sesaxeb, 
radgan sakanonmdeblo moTxovna iyo darRveuli, 
xolo meores mxriv acxadebdnen, rom „saxelmwifom 
2006-2007 wels kanondarRveviT, specialuri mokvlevis 
gareSe miiRo uZravi Zeglis statusis miniWebis 
gadawyvetileba.“ 

2014 noember-dekemberSi beWdur mediaSi moimata 
saydrisis Sesaxeb statiebis raodenobam. maTi 
umravlesoba propagandistuli xasiaTisaa da kompaniis 
poziciis damcvelad gvevlineba. rCeba STabeWdileba, 
rom amiT sazogadoebaSi fons amzadebdnen saydrisis 
asafeTqeblad.

2014 wlis 12 dekembers gamoica saqarTvelos 
kulturisa da ZeglTa dacvis ministris #03/266 
brZaneba da kulturuli memkvireobis dacvis erovnuli 
saagentos direqtoris brZaneba, ris mixedviTac 
kompaniam saydrisi-yaCaRianis teritoriaze samTo-
mopovebiTi samuSaoebi ganaaxla. 2014 wlis 13 
dekembers  dilis saaTebSive kompania RMG Gold-ma 
saydrisi-yaCaRianis uZveles maRaroze afeTqebiTi 
samuSaoebi ganaxorciela. 
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saydrisi-yaCaRianis uZvelesi oqros maRaro

saydrisi-yaCaRianis uZvelesi oqros maRaro 
bolnisis raionis daba kazreTTan, md. maSaveras 
xeobaSi mdebareobda. (yaCaRianis borcvis centraluri 
wertilis koordinatebi: ganedi: 41°23’10.29”/grZedi:  
44°23’38.20”). Sua saukuneebSi teritorias abulgamis 
saxeliT moixseniebdnen. yaCaRianis borcvi naxsenebia 
vaxuSti bagrationis „aRwera samefosa saqarTvelosa“-
Sic. aRniSnulma adgilma saxelwodeba saydrisi meoce 
saukunis 80-ian wlebSi miiRo mimdebared mdebare 
saydrebidan gamomdinare. 

saydrisi Zegli polimetalebis sabados arealSi 
xvdeba. Tavdapirvelad igi miCneuli iyo Sua saukuneebis 
rkinis maRarod. 1987 wels, qarTveli samTo inJineris, 
Teimuraz mujiris kvlevebis Sedegad pirvelad 
gamoiTqva mosazreba, rom Zegli preistoriul xanis 
gamonamuSevars warmoadgenda. 

2004 wlidan saqarTvelos mecnierebaTa akademiis 
arqeologiuri kvlevis centris da germaniis samTo 
muzeumis (DBM, boxumi), TanamSromlobiT daiwyo 
Zv. w. IV aTaswleuliT daTariRebuli sabados 
saerTaSoriso interdisciplinaruli kvleva. 2004-
2013 wlebSi ganxorcielda ori saswavlo-samecniero 
proeqti. (proeqtis xelmZRvaneli prof. doq. 
andreas hauptmani; TanaxelmZRvanelebi: prof. Tomas 
Stolneri, doq. irine RambaSiZe). kvlevas finansur 
mxardaWeras uwevda „folksvagenisfondi“. [18]

maRaroSi aRmoCenilma artefaqtebma aCve na, rom 
arqeologiuri obieqti preistoriuli oqros maRaro 
iyo. gakeTda maRaros detaluri stratigrafiuli 
modeli da dadginda qronologia. pirveli faza 
daTariRda mtkvar-araqsis kulturiT. 

„kvlevis procesSi gairkva, rom im dros, rodesac 
uZvelesi civilizaciebi, iseTebi, rogoricaa, 
magaliTad, egvipte, oqros madans mdinareSi recxvis 
saSualebiT moipovebdnen, mcire kavkasionis qedze 
macxovrebeli sazogadoeba kargad icnobda mTis 
oqros mopovebis rTul teqnologiebs, rogoricaa 
madniseul sabadoebSi TvaliT uxilavi oqros 
amocnoba, misi qvis iaraRebiT mongreva, fuWi 
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qanebisagan gaTavisufleba, dafxvna, garecxva, 
gamodnoba da gamomdnari oqrosagan samkaulis 
damzadeba.“- vkiTxulobT saqarTvelos erovnuli 
muzeumis veb-gverdze. [26]

„samecniero kvlevebis safuZvelze, saerTaSoriso 
samecniero wreebSi saydrisi-yaCaRianis  arqeologiuri 
obieqti aRiarebuli iqna msoflioSi oqros samTo 
warmoebis uZveles kerad“.[18]

ra iqcevs yuradRebas saydrisis garSemo 
ganviTarebul movlenebSi

saydrisis magaliTs qarTul sazogadoebaSi, 
politikasa da ekonamokaSi arsebuli mravali saxis 
problema gamoaqvs dRis sinaTleze. igi ar jdeba 
mxolod kulturuli memkvidreobis dacvis CarCoebSi. 
sakiTxs gaaCnia, samarTlebrivi, ekonomikuri, 
politikuri, sazogadoebrivi da garemosdacviTi 
aspeqtebi. 

samarTlebrivi aspeqti

saydrisi-yaCaRianis uZvelesi oqros maRaros 
garSemo ganviTarebuli movlenebi upirveles 
yovlisa yuradRebas ipyrobs kanondarRvevaTa da 
samarTlebrivad gaumarTavi procedurebis siuxviT. 

pirveli kiTxva imis Sesaxeb aris Tu ara saydrisi 
Zegli kiTxvis niSnis qveS dadga, ara samecniero 
wreebSi, ara profesiuli an inteleqtualuri 
diskusiebis farglebSi, aramed statsusis miniWebis 
proceduris gaumarTaobis gamo. raSi mdgomareobda 
kanondarRveva? saqme imaSi gaxlavT, rom saydriss 
Zeglis statusi pirvelad mieniWa 2006 wlis 30 marts 
saqarTvelos kulturis, ZeglTa dacvisa da sportis 
ministris brZanebis safuZvelze. kanondarRveva ki 
imaSi gamoixateboda, rom aRniSnuli brZaneba gamoica 
ara saydrisisTvis Zeglis statusis misaniWeblad, 
aramed 1999 wels status CamorTmeuli ZeglebisaTvis 
uZravi Zeglis statusis aRdgenis mizniT. SegaxsenebT, 
rom 1999 wlis 25 ivniss miRebuli iqna kanoni 
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„kulturuli memkvidreobis dacvis Sesaxeb“, 
Sesabamisad Zaladakargulad gamocxadda 1977 wlis 
kanoni „istoriisa da kulturis Zeglebis dacvisa da 
gamoyenebis Sesaxeb“, Sesabamisad Zala dakarga yvela im 
kanonqvemdebare aqtma, romlis mixedviTac garkveul 
obieqtebs istoriisa da kulturis Zeglebis statusi 
hqondaT miniWebuli. 2006 wlis 30 martis brZanebiT 
ki maT aRudgaT uZravi Zeglis statusi. aRniSnuli 
brZanebis danarTSi arsebuli Zeglebis sias miumates 
saydrisic. am momentisaTvis saydrisi-yaCarianis 
Zegli ukve warmoadgenda wiaRiseulis Seswavla-
mopovebisaTvis gacemuli licenziiT gansazRvruli 
farTobis nawils. cxadia, amis Sesaxeb informacias 
flobda kulturis ministri da es gaxda safuZveli 
ormagi standartiT miRebuli gadawyvetilebisa. 
erTis mxriv ise Canda, rom Zegls mieniWa statusi 
meores mxriv, es iseTi formiT moxda, rom momavalSi 
gadawyvetilebis legitimuroba eWvqveS damdgariyo. 
da es asec moxda. aRniSnuli xarvezi aRmoCnda 2013 
wlis 5 ivlisSi gamocemuli kulturisa da ZeglTa 
dacvis ministris 03/108-e brZanebis safZveli, 
romelic gulisxmobda arqeologiuri ZeglisaTvis 
uZravi Zeglis statusis gauqmebas. 

uZravi Zeglis statusis moxsnis miuxedavad 
saydrisis Zegls jer kidev icavda ori brZeneba: 1. 2006 
wlis 17 ivliss gamocemuli ekonomikuri ganviTarebis 
minisrisa da kulturis, ZeglTa dacvisa da sportis 
ministris erToblivi brZaneba, romlis Tanaxmadac 
saydrisis teritorias arqeologiuri zonis statusi 
eniWeboda; da 2. 2006 wlis 7 noembris, saqarTvelos 
prezidentis mier gamocemuli 665-e brZaneba, 
romlis Tanaxmadac saydrisis uZvelesi samTamadno 
mrewvelobis Zegls erovnuli mniSvnelobis kulturis 
uZravi Zeglis statusi eniWeboda. [16]

is faqti, rom Zegli jer kidev inarCunebda 
arqeologiuri dacvis zonis statuss, niSnavda imas, 
rom mas icavda „saqarTvelos kanoni kulturuli 
memkvidreobis Sesaxeb“. kerZod, me-40-e muxlis, me-3-e 
punqti: „arqeologiuri dacvis zonaSi akrZalulia 
yovelgvari saqmianoba, romelic gamoiwvevs zonaSi 
daculi kulturuli memkvidreobis dazianebas, 
ganadgurebas, misi aRqmis gauaresebas an xels 
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SeuSlis masze srulfasovani mecnieruli kvlevis 
Catarebas...“.[25] aq mniSvnelovania is, rom kompania 
„RMG Gold“-ma ugulebelyo aRniSnuli brZanebebis 
arseboba, unebarTvod daiwyo samuSaoebi da Zegli 
daaziana. qmedebis gasamarTleblad ki imowmebda 
maT mierve dafinansebuli arqeologiuri kvlevis 
Sedegebs, romelic TiTqos amtkicebda, rom saydrisi 
ar warmoadgenda Zegls. „RMG Gold“-is mrCeveli 
presaSi acxadebda, rom „...Catarda teritoriis 
kvleva da daido Sedegi, romliTac gairkveva rom 
teritoriaze raime arqeologiuri artefaqti 
ar gamovlinda. ... mas ara aqvs arc statusi, arc 
erovnuli kategoria da arc arqeologiuri 
dacvis zona.“[4] kompania adanaSaulebda kulturis 
saministros nebarTvis gacemis dagvianebaSi. anu, 
kompania ukanonod saqmianobs da amavdroulad Tavs 
esxmis da adanaSaulebs saxelmwifo samsaxurebs, imis 
gamo rom es samsaxuri kanonis dacvisken mouwodebs. 
am sakiTxTan dakavSirebiT sainteresoa is faqti, rom 
„saqarTvelos axalgazrda iuristTa asociaciam“ 
da moqalaqe dali mamulaSvilma saCivari Seitanes 
kompaniis winaaRmdeg da saydrisSi samuSaoebis SeCereba 
moiTxoves. Tbilisis saqalaqo sasamarTlom moTxovna 
daakmayofila. Tumca, es gaxldaT sasamarTlos 
droebiTi gadawyvetileba.

	 kidev erTi brZaneba, romlis kanoniereba 
eWvqveS dadga gaxlavT kulturis ministris 2013 
wlis 5 ivlisis brZaneba. aRniSnuli sakiTxi 
aqtualuri gaxda samoqalaqo protestis fonze. 
Tbilisis saqalaqo sasamarTloSi sarCeli Seitana 
arasamTavrobo organizacia „mwvane alternativam“.  
sarCeli gulisxmobda im brZanebis gauqmebas, 
romlis Tanaxmadac saydriss uZravi Zeglis statusi 
moexsna. mosamarTlem gadawyvita, rom saministros 
gadawyvetileba sakmarisad dasabuTebuli ar iyo da 
sarCeli daakmayofila. 

safinalo dokumenti, romelmac saydrisis Zeglis 
bedi gadawyvita, gaxlavT 2014 wlis 12 dekembers 
gamocemuli saqarTvelos kulturisa da ZeglTa 
dacvis ministris #03/266 brZaneba da kulturuli 
memkvireobis dacvis erovnuli saagentos direqtoris 
#2/271-e brZaneba, ris mixedviTac kompaniam saydrisi-
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yaCaRianis teritoriaze samTo-mopovebiTi samuSaoebi 
ganaaxla. meore dResve, 13 dekembers, dilis saaTebSi 
saydrisis Zegli aafeTqes. kompaniam myisierad 
gamoiyena aRniSnuli brZanebebiT miniWebuli ufleba  
da amiT xeli SeuSala gasaCivrebis SesaZleblobas. 
„RMG Gold“-is mxridan saqmis daCqarebul reJimSi 
„mogvareba“ im faqtiT aixsna, rom kompanias wiaRiT 
sargeblobis licenziis vada ewureboda. 

rTulia „saydrisis samarTlebriv labirinTSi“ 
orientireba. saydrisi-yaCaRianis SemTxveva aris 
magaliTi imisa, Tu ra martivad aris SesaZlebeli 
saqarTveloSi kulturuli memkvidreobis Zeglis 
ganadgureba Tuki „es biznes-interesebSi“ Sedis da 
am mxriv, kompaniisTvis kanonmdebloba dabrkolebas 
ar warmoadgens. saydrisis SemTxveva gviCve nebs, Tu 
ra advilad xdeba kanondarRveva, kanonmdeblobiT 
manipulireba, kanonis ugulebelyofa „roca es 
bizness sWirdeba.“

ekonomikuri, politikuri  da sazogadoebrivi 
aspeqtebi

saydrisis saqmeSi kompaniam Tavidanve radikalurad 
dasva sakiTxi  da iseTi daxata  suraTi TiTqos kompaniis 
yofna-aryofna damokidebuli iyo erT Zeglze. „RMG 
Gold“-is warmomadgenlebi acxadebdnen, rom Tuki 
saydrisis madnis mopoveba aekrZalebodaT, kompania 
funqcionirebas Sewyvetda. kompania „RMG Gold“-ma 
resursebis aTvisebis akrZalvis SemTxvevaSi SesaZloa 
funqcionireba Sewyvitos - ismoda presaSi.  saydrisis 
sabados madnis grovuli gamotutvis sawarmoo 
ubnis eqspluataciis Sedegad gamowveuli garemoze 
zemoqmedebis  Sefasebis angariSSi ki vkiTxulobT, 
rom „Sps RMG Gold“, ss „RMG Copper“-is spilenZis 
sabados damamuSavebel kombinatTan erTad, qvemo 
qarTlis teritoriaze yvelaze msxvil damqiravebels 
warmoadgens.“ aseTi midgomiT kompania Seaxse nebda 
saxelmwifos Tavis rols qvey nis ekonomikaSi. 

kompaniis ritorikas imeoreben politikosebic. 
„erTis mxriv saqme gvaqvs ZeglTan meores mxriv, ki 
sawarmosTan romelic ar unda gaCerdes ... roca 
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saxelmwifos sWirdeba, rom konkretul adgilze 
raRac samuSaoebi warimarTos, Zeglis gadatana 
yovelTvis xdeba.“ - acxadebda kulturis ministri 
biznescentrSi premier-ministrTan gamarTul 
Sexvedris Semdeg. mogvianebiT igive gancxadeba gvesmis 
ivane javaxiSvilis saxelobis Tbilisis saxelmwifo 
institutSi studentebTan gamarTul Sexvedraze 
premier-ministris irakli RaribaSvilisgan: „ 
... inve storma saqarTvelos ekonomikaSi ukve 300 
milioniani investicia ganaxorciela da 3000 
moqalaqe daasaqma. ... kulturul memkvidreobasa 
da ekonomikas Soris Widili midis, amitom amas 
oqros Sualedis dacva sWirdeba“. amgvari poziciiT 
saxelmwifos umaRlesi xelisufali calsaxad uWerda 
mxars kompaniis pozicias. 

msgavsi gancxadebebis fonze vxedavT “RMG Gold”-is 
TanamSromlebis saprotesto aqciebs jer bolnisSi, 
Semdeg TbilisSi, kulturis saministrosTan.

Cndeba kiTxva, Tu ramdenad iyo realurad 
damokidebuli 3000 moqalaqis dasaqmeba erTi 
borcvis aTvisebaze? da ramdenad marTebulia qvey nis 
ekonomikisa da kulturuli memkvidreobis sasworis 
sxavdasxva pinaze dayeneba?

 saydrisis sabados madnis grovuli gamotutvis 
sawarmoo ubnis eqspluataciis Sedegad gamowveuli 
garemoze zemoqmedebis  Sefasebis teqstSi 
vkiTxulobT, rom „dReisaTvisss „RMG Copper“-Si 
pirdapir dasaqmebulia 1125 TanamSromeli, xolo Sps 
“RMG Gold”-Si - 586 adamiani. amas emateba kontraqtori   
organizaciebi, romlebic pirdapir am or sawarmoze 
arian damokidebuli. mTlianad holdingSi 3000-mde 
adamiania dasaqmebuli. ... madnis grovuli gamofitvis 
sawarmoo ubnis eqsploataciaSi Sesvlis Semdeg Sps 
”RMG Gold”-Si dasaqmebuli TanamSromlebis raodenoba 
gaizrdeba minimum 80 adamianiT.“ [19]

saydrisis sabados damuSavebis dawyebis Semdeg Sps 
”RMG Gold”-Si muSa-mosamsaxureTa raodenoba gaizrdeba 
80 dasaqmebuliT.“ maSasadame, 3000 dasaqmebuliT 
apelireba kompaniis mxridan iyo Zeglis sawinaaRmdego 
piar-kampaniis nawili.

kulturuli memkvidreoba SeuZlebelia 
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ekonomikuri zrdis Semaferxebeli gaxdes. piriqiT, 
mas gaaCnia potenciali mniSvnelovani wvlili 
Seitanos qvey nis ekonomikur ganviTarebaSi, miT 
ufro Tu saqme exeba msoflioSi uZveles oqros 
maRaros. amgvari potencialis danaxvas da aRiarebas 
SeiZleboda sargebeli moetana saxelmwifosTvisac da 
kompaniisTvisac.

aris kidev erTi sakiTxi. davuSvaT, rom 3000 
dasaqmebulis bedi marTlac damokidebuli iyo erTi 
borcvis aTvisebaze. es imas niSnavs, rom madnis amowurvis 
SemTxvevaSi momavalSic gardauvlad dadgeba momenti, 
rodesac moqalaqeebs umuSevroba daemuqrebaT. isic 
cnobilia, rom daba kazreTi aSenda 1970-ian wlebSi 
madnis damuSavebis farglebSi da mosaxleobis didi 
nawili ekonomikurad damokidebulia aRniSnuli 
oqros sabados mopovebasTan. rac imas niSnavs, 
rom maTi keTildReoba damokidebulia amowurvad 
resursze da es garemoeba kazreTis mosaxleobas 
grZelvadian perspeqtivSi riskis qveS ayenebs. dadgeba 
dro, rodesac aucilebeli gaxdeba mosaxleobisTvis 
arsebobis sxva saSualebis SeTavazeba. aseT saSualebad 
ki arqeologiuri Zeglebis (saydrisis uZvelesi oqros 
maRros da sxv.) garSemo turistuli infrastruqturis 
ganviTareba moiazreboda. 

ekonomikasa da kulturul memkvidreobis erTmaneTis 
Sepirispireba maniSnebelia an mikerZoebulobis, an 
ekonomikis ganviTrebis grZelvadiani xedvis ar qonis. 
„xelisuflebis pozicia saydrisTan dakavSirebiT 
yovelgvar arguments moklebulia da danaSaulebrivia. 
... Cve ns xelisufals kulturis udidesi roli 
gaTvicnobierebuli ar aqvs.“ - acxadebs kulturis 
ministris yofili moadgile, marine mizandari. 

 „saydrisi ar aris uZvelesi oqros maRaro“ acxadebs 
premier-ministri, dasturad ki mecnierTa jgufis 
mxridan saxeldaxelod, or TveSi Catarebuli kvleva 
mohyavs. im fonze, rodesac gacxarebuli diskusia 
mimdinareobda Zeglis statusis Taobaze, premier 
ministri uryevad afiqsrebs calsaxa pozicias, 
romelic kompaniis poziciasTanaa TanxvedraSi.  

saqarTveloSi, rogorc post-sabWoTa qveyanaSi 
saxelmwifosa da bizness Soris specifiuri 
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damokidebuleba Camoyalibda. am specifikas 
ganapirobebs erTis mxriv, uaxlesi istoriuli 
warsulis sabWoTa totalitaruli reJimis gavlena, 
romelic kerZo sakuTrebas ar aRiarebda (saxelmwifo 
kapitalizmi), meores mxirv, ki 2004 wlis „vardebis 
revoluciis“ Semdeg SemoTavazebuli ekonomikis 
liberalizaciis kursi. „sakanonmdeblo cvlilebebis 
umetesoba dakavSirebuli iyo qvey nis mTavrobis 
mier aRebul ekonomikis sruli liberalizaciis da 
deregulaciis kursTan da saxelmwifo sabiujeto 
Semosavlebis yvela SesaZlo saSualebiT gazrdis 
survilTan.“[16] aRniSnuli ekonomikuri kursi 
Tavis TavSi moiazrebda resursebis maqsimalur 
moxmarebasac, amiT igi faqtiurad ar gansxvavdeba 
sabWoTa resursuli politikisgan, romlis ZiriTad 
maxasiaTebels aseve resursebis maqsimaluri moxmareba 
warmoadgenda. faqti erTia, arsebuli resursuli 
politika garemosTvis zianis momtania da „dawevis 
da gaswrebis“ politikis Canacvleba ekonomikis 
liberalizaciT arsebiTad arafers cvlis. 

swored, ekonomikis ganviTarebis zemoTaRniSnul 
kurss Seewira saydrisis uZvelesi oqros maRaro. 
saydrisis SemTxveva magaliTia imisa, rom kerZo 
interesebis sasargeblod saxelmwifom dauSva 
kanondarRvevaTa mTeli cikli da kulturuli 
memkvidreobis Zeglis ganadgureba. saxelmwifos 
mxridan loialoba konkretuli kompaniebis mimarT 
privatizaciis procesSi da kompaniis interesebis 
dacva xelisuflebis mxridan, maSin rodesac es 
kompania garemos, sazogadoebisa da kulturis 
sawinaaRmdegod qmedebs, kidev erTi niSnebia zemoT 
naxsenebi kursisa. 

xelisuflebas ekisreba pasuxismgebloba ara 
mxolod ekonomikur zrdaze, aramed garemosa 
da kulturis dacvazec. da kidev arsebobs erTi - 
TaobaTSorisi pasuxismgebloba, rac avaldebulebs 
saxelmwifos ise moixmaros resursebi, rom momaval 
Taobebs masze wvdoma ar SeezRudos. saydrisis 
kulturuli memkvidreobis SemTxvevaSi swored es 
pasuxismgebloba ar iqna mxedvelobaSi miRebuli. 
samudamod gamoiricxa momavali Taobis wvdoma 
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kulturuli memkvidreobis konkretul Zeglze.
aRsaniSnavia isic, rom saydrisis problema 

ar Tavsdeba mxolod erTi politikuri Zalis 
moRvaweobis farglebSi. saydrisis problemam gaiara 
ori premier-ministris, ori prezidentis da sami 
kulturis ministris xelSi. es kiTxvis niSnis qveS 
ayenebs mTlianad resursul politikas. Tuki qveyanaSi 
aRniSnuli sakiTxi kritikulad ar iqneba gaazrebuli, 
Tuki Sesabamisi RonisZiebebi ar iqneba gatarebuli 
resursebis moxmarebis kuTxiT, kidev iarsebebs 
saydrisis msgavsi SemTxvevebis ganmeorebis riski. 

diskusia saydrisis garSemo - samecniero 
sazogadoeba, aqtivistebi, biznes-eTika

saydrisi-yaCarianis ZeglisaTvis iuridiuli 
statusis moxsniT cxadia Zegls samecniero da 
kulturuli Rirebuleba ar daukargavs, rac 
Tavis mxriv eWvqveS ayenebda statusis moxsnis 
gadawyvetilebas. dadga momenti, rodesac mecnierTa 
mosazrebebs ZeglTan dagavSirebiT gadamwyveti 
mniSvneloba hqonda. kompaniis interesebSi Sedioda 
is, rom mecnierTa garkveul jgufs emtkicebina, 
TiTqos Zegli ar aris Rirebuli. es im fonze, rodesac 
arsebobda cxra wliani kvlevis Sedegebi, romelic 
amtkicebda Zeglis maRal Rirebulebas. 

kompaniam daiqirava arqeologebis jgufi, 
romelTac mokle droSi unda CaetarebinaT kvleva da 
daedginad saydrisi iyo Tu ara Zegli, paralelurad 
ki wamoiwyo media kampania, sadac windawinve daibeWda 
kompaniis poziciis damcveli statiebi, sadac 
vkiTxulobT, rom „saydrisis sabadoze miTi xelovnurad 
Seqmnes“, „saydrisi ZaliT gaZeglebuli obieqtia“. 
mogvianebiT, „RMG Gold“-ma saydrisi-yaCaRianis 
teritoriaze unebarTvod daiwyo samuSaoebi rasac 
kompaniis warmomadgeneli amarTlebda maTi mxridan 
Catarebuli kvleviT, romelic askvnida, rom Zegli 
ar aris Rirebuli.

paralelurad premier-ministrma Zeglis Seswavla 
daavala mecnierebaTa akademias. maTac aseve mcire 
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dro misces kvlevis gansaxorcieleblad. akademiis 
prezidentis, giorgi kvesitaZis mxridan gakeTebuli 
gancxadebis miuxedavad, sadac igi ambobda, rom 
akademia daeyrdno erovnuli muzeumisa da germaneli 
kolegebis masalebs, riTic mtkicdeboda uZvelesi 
oqros maRaros arseboba, premieri mainc Semdegi saxis 
gancxadebas avrcelebs: „vici, rom saydrisis Temam 
araerTi miTqma-moTqma da didi aJiotaJi gamoiwvia. 
... Seiqmna specialuri komisia, romelic 2 Tvis 
ganmavlobaSi aRniSnul sabados swavlobda ... vfiqrob, 
es daskvna mxedvelobaSi unda miviRoT. maTi daskvniT, 
es sabado ar warmoadgenda gansakuTrebul adgils.“[5] 
presaSi ki iwereboda, rom mecnierTa mosazrebebi 
saydrisTan dakavSirebiT orad aris gayofili. 
Tumca realobaSi saqme ase martivad ar iyo. cxadia, 
mecnierTa Soris azrTa sxvadasxvaoba bunebrivi da 
jansaRi movlenaa. mecnierebam SeiZleba kiTxvis niSnis 
qveS daayenos nebismieri Teoria. magram saydrisis 
konfliqtSi saqme gvaqvs ara Cveulebirv samecniero 
dikusiasTan, aramed samecniero mosazrebebiT 
manipulirebasTan kompaniis mxridan. amas amtkicebs 
is, rom kompania da premieri imowmeben moklevadian 
kvlevebs (35 dRian da 2 Tvian) da maT upirispireben 
9 wliani sistemuri, saerTaSoriso standartebiT 
Catarebuli kvlevis Sedegebs. mecnierTa nebismier 
jgufs gauWirdeboda 2 TveSi gaemeorebina eqsperimenti 
da Caetarebina laboratoriuli samuSaoebi im 
masStabiT, rom arsebuli, 9 wliani kvlevis Sedegad 
miRebuli  Teoria ueryo an daedasturebina.

meore mniSvnelovani Strixi „samecniero 
diskusiisa“ gaxlavT kompaniis da premieris mxridan, 
dasayrden mecnierTa mxridan mediaSi gakeTebuli 
gancxadebebi, romelic samecniero argumentebis 
nacvlad kolegebis mimarT muqaris, SantaJis da 
Rirsebis Semlaxavi Sinaarsis matarebelia. maT 
citirebas aq Segnebulad ar ganvixilavT, rom ar 
gamogvivides akademiuri sferos Rirsebis Semlaxavi 
gancxadebebis tiraJireba. aRvniSnavT mxolod erT 
faqts, rom mecnierTa mocemuli jgufis ritorika 
da frazeologia erTi-erTSi jdeba kompaniis 
ritorikasTan. 
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saintereso xasiaTi hqonda samoqalaqo aqtivizmsac. 
saydrisis TemasTan dakavSirebiT araerTi saprotesto 
aqcia gaimarTa. „2013 wlidan aqciebis uwyveti cikli 
daiwyo. „mwvane muSti“ erT-erTi pirveli iyo, vinc 
saydrisis dasacavad saprotesto talRas daudo saTave. 
... odnav mogvianebiT Seiqmna saydrisis gadarCenis 
sazogadoebrivi komiteti“. [17] magaliTisTvis, 2014 
wlis martSi gaimarTa saprotesto aqcia saxelwodebiT 
„artistebi saydrisis gadasarCenad“, sadac 
warmodgenili iyo Semdegi Sinaarsis tranfarantebi: 
„daicavi saydrisi“, „saydrisi-yaCaRiani xelisuflebis 
gamocdaa“. aqciis monawileebi acxadebdnen, rom 
„sazogadoebaSi unda amaRldes mgrZnobeloba 
imis Sesaxeb, rom saydrisi msoflioSi uZvelesi 
maRaroa.“[12] samoqalaqo sazogadoeba saydrisis 
ZeglTan dakavSirebiT samarTlebrivi berketebis 
gamoyenebasac Seecada da maT ori sarCeli moiges. 
mogvianebiT presa avrcelebda, rom saydrisis 
gadarCenis sazogadoebrivi komitetSi ganxeTqileba 
arsebobs, rom viRacas politikuri interesebi 
amoZravebs. es yovelive, imiT dagvirgvinda, rom 
aqtivistebs SeuerTda politkuri partia „patriotTa 
aliansi“, rac aqtivizmze negatiurad aisaxa.

saydrisTan damokidebulebaSi kompania „RMG 
Gold“-ma gamoavlina dabali biznes kultura. 
garemoze zemoqmedebis Sefasebis dokumentSi 
gvxvdeba bolnisis municipalitetis kulturuli 
memkvidreobis Zeglebis CamonaTvali, detaluri 
aRwerilobiT, Tumca maT Soris ar aris aRniSnuli 
saydrisi-yaCaRianis uZvelesi oqros maRaros 
arseboba. samagierod weria: „Sps ”RMG Gold”-is 
saydrisis karieris saqmianobidan warmoqmnili 
xmauri ganpirobebuli iqneba afeTqebiTi da msxvrevis 
samuSaoebiT. afeTqebebis dros yvela TanamSromeli 
dadgenili mkacri reglamentis Tanaxmad imyofeba 
Sesabamisi manZiliT daSorebul adgilas, sadac 
afeTqebiT gamowveuli xmauris done ar aRemateba 
dadgenil dones, rac Seexeba msxvreviT samuSaoebs, 
xelSekrulebiT gaTvaliswinebulia Tanamedrove 
ybiani da konusuri samsxvrevebis SeZena, romlebic 
naklebi xmauriT muSaoben.“[19]amgvari damokidebuleba 



18

tipiuri „grinvoSingis“ magaliTia. kompania erTis 
mxriv, TiTqos icavs garemosdacviT da usafrTxoebis 
standartebs da am dros, ar aRiarebs realobaSi 
arsebul yvelaze didi risks.  saydrisis preistoriul 
oqros maRaros „saydrisis kariers“ uwodebs. faqtia, 
rom is sakiTxi, romelic yvelaze metad awuxebda 
sazogadoebas ver moxvda garemoze zemoqmedebis 
Sefasebis dokumentSi da ar aisaxa sajaro ganxilvis 
oqmSi. maSasadame, sazogadoebas SeezRuda monawileoba 
gadawyvetilebis miRebis procesSi. kompania amiT ar 
Semoifargla da Seecada sazogdoebriv azrze gavlena 
moexdina media saSualebebis gamoyenebiT (danarTi.1.), 
rac gamoixateboda samoqalaqo sazogadoebis 
diskreditaciaSi.

rodesac aramaterialur kulturul 
memkvidreobis Zeglebze vsaubrobT, isini ar unda 
warmovidginoT,  mxolod rogorc inertuli 
materialuri artefaqtebi. kulturuli 
memkvidreoba socialuri identobis nawilia da 
masTan sazogadoebas fsiqologiuri, emociuri 
kavSiri gaaCnia. kompaniis mxridan kulturul 
memkvidreobasTan damokidebulebis forma, igive im 
sazogadoebasTan damokidebulebis formaa, visTvisac 
es Zeglebi Rirebulia. Tu kompania pativs ar scems 
kulturul memkvidreobas, es niSnavs rom igi pativs 
ar scems sazogadoebas. Rirseuli kompania, romelic 
sakuTari kompaniis imijs ufrTxildeba, aucileblad 
aRiarebda salicenzio teritoriaze moqceuli Zeglis 
arsebobas da samoqalaqo sazogadoebas binZuri piar-
kampaniiT ki ar SeebrZoleboda, aramed uzrunvelyofda 
maT CarTulobas garemoze zemoqmedebis Sefasebis 
dokumentis SemuSavebaSi. am mxriv, gansakuTrebiT 
mniSvnelovani iqneboda samoqalaqo sazogadoebis 
CarTuloba scoping--is procesSi, romelic riskebis 
idenTificirebas gulisxmobs da gzS-s da sgz-s sajaro 
ganxilvis procesSi.
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WiaTuris manganumi

WiaTuris manganumis sabado imereTis CrdiloeT 
nawilSi, md. yvirilas xeobaSi mdebareobs. misi 
damuSaveba XIX saukunis 70-ian wlebSi daiwyo. 
1930-iani wlebidan ki amuSavda zestafonis 
feroSenadnobTa qarxana. sabWoTa kavSiris dros 
sawarmo orientirebuli iyo resursebis maqsimalur 
moxmarebaze da „industrializaciis“ maCve neblis 
zrdaze. magaliTad, 80-ian wlebSi warmoebis 
gazrdasTan dakavSirebiT sawarmosTvis adgilobrivi 
nedleuli ar aRmoCnda sakmarisi da saWiro gaxda 
manganumis importi avstraliidan da afrikidan. 
feroSenadnobTa qarxanam warmoebuli produqciis 
maqsimaluri raodenoba (500 aTasi tona weliwadSi) 
aCve na 1985-1989 wlebSi. qvey nis damoukideblobis 
mopovebis Semdeg warmoeba Semcirda 10 aTas tonamde 
weliwadSi. 2004 wels axali investoris SemosvlasTan 
dakavSirebiT warmoeba kvlav gaizarda 120 aTas 
tonamde weliwadSi.

 „WiaTuris manganumis sabados erT-erTi potenciuri 
investori, apirebs, WiaTuris sabadoze sagrZnoblad 
gazardos manganumiani koncentratebis warmoeba ... 
sabados aseTi araswori eqspluatacia socialurad 
da ekonomikurad sruliad gaumarTlebelia. erTis 
mxriv, es gamoiwvevs sabados mwyobridan gamosvlas 
daaxloebiT 15 weliwadSi, maSin rodesac misi 
normaluri eqspluataciis SemTxvevaSi sabados 
moqmedebis xangrZlivoba iqneba daaxloebiT 50 welze 
meti.“ [14]

maSasadame, resursebis maqsimaluri moxmarebis 
tendencia SenarCunda post-sabWoTa saqarTveloSic. 
manganumis sabadodan, maqsimaluri sargebelis 
miRebis paralelurad sawarmo gvevlineba ekologiuri 
katastrofis wyarodac. magaliTisTvis aviRoT 
sof. rgani. Tornike xurciZe statiaSi „WiaTuraSi 
marganecis mopovebas sofeli ewireba“, gviyveba sof. 
rganSi sawarmos mxridan madnis Ria karieruli wesiT 
mopovebasTan dakavSirebiT Seqmnil socialur da 
ekologiur fonze. statiaSi mocemulia interviuebi 
adgilobriv mosaxleobasTan. gTavazobT amonarids:
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„miwas soflis teritoriaze saZovrebze yrian, 
iq balaxi, daaxloebiT, 2 weliwadSi isev amova 
... axalgazrdebis ZiriTadi nawili mimdinare 
samuSaoebzea dasaqmebuli da samsaxuris datovebis 
SiSiT, urCevniaT Cumad iyvnen ... mTaze aris ori tba. 
mis qveS xeluxlebeli marganecia. tbas daaSroben 
da tyis Zalian did masas gaCexve n ... mainteresebs, 
kanoniT ramden metrze unda iyos daSorebuli 
es yvelaferi mosaxleobisgan. Tu ase gagrZelda, 
SeiZleba mTis nawili Camoingres da Cemi saxlic 
Caiyolos ... rogor unda vicxovroT, Tuki tye 
gaiCexa. mZimewoniani manqanebis gamo, saxlSi kedlebi 
damebzara. samuSaoebze mTeli sofelia dasaqmebuli, 
amitom xmis amoRebas yvela erideba. aSineben da 
emuqrebian, rom Tuki vinme rames ityvis, samsaxurs 
daatovebineben.“[15]

mocemuli statia TariRdeba 2011 wliT.  ufro adre, 
2008 welSi WiaTuris samTo gamamdidrebeli kombinatis 
mimdinare saqmianobis garemoze zemoqmedebis 
Sefasebis angariSSi naTqvamia: „... gamamdidrebeli 
fabrikebis eqspluataciis xangrZlivi periodis 
ganmavlobaSi periodulad tardeboda teqnikuri 
gadaiaraRebis samuSaoebi, magram mniSvnelovani 
sarekonstruqcio samuSaoebi didi xnis ganmavlobaSi 
ar Catarebula da dagrovda mravali ekologiuri 
problema. am problemebis gadawyvetis SesaZlebloba 
Seiqmna mxolod axali investoris (S.p.s. „jorjian 
manganezi“) Semosvlis Semdeg.“ gzS-Si aseve vkiTxulobT: 

„rogorc auditis procesSi dadginda kombinats ar 
gaaCnia profesiuli usafrTxoebis, janmrTelobisa da 
garemos dacvis marTvis gegma (kombinatis maRaroebze 
gaaCniaT evakuaciis sqemebi).“ 

„RonisZiebebs. samsaxuris informaciiT ukanaskneli 
sami wlis ganmavlebaSi aRricxuli ubeduri 
SemTxvevebis dinamika Semdegia:

•	 2006 welSi aRiricxa 19 SemTxveva, maT Soris 
letaluri SedegiT 3 SemTxveva;

•	 2007 welSi aRiricxa 13 SemTxveva, maT Soris 
letaluri SedegiT 4 SemTxveva;

•	 2008 wlis 9 TveSi aRiricxa 8 SemTxveva, maT 
Soris letaluri SedegiT 2 SemTxveva.“ 
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„samsaxuris mier Catarebuli mokvlevebis mixedviT 
yvela aRricxuli SemTxveva dakavSirebuli iyo Sromis 
usafrTxoebis wesebis darRvevasTan.“[20]

2009 wlis 16 ianvariT daTariRebul, sajaro 
ganxilvis oqmSi ki „jorjian manganzis“ generaluri 
direqtori, aleqsandre zilbermani sityviT 
gamosvlisas ekologiur valdebulebebTan 
dakavSirebiT garkveul SeRavaTebs iTxovs, ris 
dasabuTebasac msoflio ekonomikuri krizisiT 
cdilobs. „ekonomikuri krizisis fonze mTavaria 
SevinarCunoT samuSao adgilebi da vizrunoT CvnTan 
dasaqmebuli personalis socialur-ekonomikuri 
mdgomareobis SenarCunebisaTvis.“ - acxadebs 
sawarmoos generaluri direqtori.

mocemul garemoze zemoqmedebis Sefasebis 
dokumentSic damkvidrebuli praqtikis stilSi 
sazogadoebriv garemoze sawarmos mxridan 
zemoqmedeba Sefasebulia dadebiTad, raSic 
igulisxmeba mosaxleobis dasaqmeba. am logikiT 
gamodis, rom qveyanaSi moqmed madnis mompovebel da 
gadamamuSavebel sawarmoebs unda dauwesdeT SeRavaTebi 
da epatioT teritoriis ekologiuri katastrofis 
zonad qceva da adgilobrivi mosaxleobis da 
dasaqmebulTa janmrTelobisTvis mavne, gausaZlis 
pirobebSi cxovreba da saqmianoba, im motiviT, rom 
isini gvevlinebian mTavar damsaqmeblebad?! aseT fonze 
sainteresoa, ratom daemuqra mocemuli sawarmos 
3700 dasaqmebuls umuSevroba? 

miuxedavad gzS-Si idenTificirebuli, riskebisa 
kompaniam moipova saqmianobis ganxorcielebisaTvis 
nebarTva. momdevno periodSi cxadia warmoebis 
saqmianobaSi  gamoikveTa sxvadasxva saxis garemosadmi 
miyenebuli ziani, razec nebarTvis gamcemi organizacia 
soliduri moculobis jarimebiT reagirebda. (cxr.1.)

magaliTisTvis aviRoT ziani 1 (cxr.1.).  158 832 
lari jarima daekisra kompania „jorjian marganecs“ 
WiaTuris raion sof. rganSi „samTo minakuTvnSi 
warmoebuli saqmianobis Sesabamisad garemoze 
miyenebuli zianis“ gamo. ziani gamoixateboda 
SemdegSi. „damuSavebul teritoriaze moTxrili xe-
tye mTlianad Camarxuli iyo miwis nayarSi“.
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cxrili 1.garemos dacvisa da bunebrivi resursebis 
saministros mxridan Sps „jorjian manganecisTvis 
dakisrebuli jarimebis moculoba (larebSi).

#2 (cxr.1.) jarima kompanias daekisra Camdinare 
wylebis CaSvebis Sedegad garemosTvis miyenebuli 
zianis gamo. arada gzS-s teqstSi aRniSnulia, rom 
msgavsi tipis ziani garemos ar miadgeboda. 

	 gvaqvs aseTi situacia, rom licenziiT 
gaTvaliswinebuli pirobebis Seusruleblobis da 
garemos dacvis sferoSi moqmedi normebis darRvevis 
gamo kompania jarimdeba didi moculobis fuladi 
jarimiT. aq aRsaniSnavia is, rom saministros mxridan 
nebarTvis gacemisaTvis saWiro procedurebis dros 
(gzS-s teqstSic da sajaro ganxilvis oqmSic) naTlad 
ikveTeba, is faqti, rom msgavsi darRvevebis riski 
arsebobda. amas mosdevs sajaro ganxilvis dros 
kompaniis genereluri direqtoris sityvieri Txovna 
garemosdacviTi SeRavaTebis Sesaxeb. Semdgom ki 
saministro gascems nebarTvas. dgeba momenti, rodesac 
saqmianobis etapze sawarmoo garemos mniSvnelovan 
zians ayenebs da amaze nebarTvis gamcemi organo did  
moculobis jarimebiT reagirebs. vin sargeblobs 
an zaralldeba amiT? amiT zaraldeba garemo da 
sazogadoeba.

am yvelafris Semdeg vxedavT, rom kompaniis 3700 
dasaqmebuli dadga samuSaos dakargvis safrTxis 
winaSe.[21] 2016 wlis 20 ianvridan 20 maisamde sawarmoo 
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gaCerebuli iyo. gamodis rom sawarmom veRar Seasrula 
is erTaderTi socialuri funqcia, romliTac Tavs 
ikvexnida - mosaxleobis dasaqmeba. ismis kiTxva 
- ramdenad sworia jarimebis monetaruli forma? 
ufro efeqturi xom ar iqneboda cxrilSi mocemuli 
soliduri Tanxebis gadamisamarTeba kompaniis 
mxridan dasaqmebulTa socialuri keTildReobis, 
garemosdacviTi da usafrTxoebis standartebis 
amaRlebis da sawarmoos teqnologiuri ganaxlebisken?

* * *

qsani-stefanwmindis eleqtrogadamcemi xazi

proeqti „500 kv. qsani-stefanwminda 
eleqtrogadamcemi xazis mSenebloba da 
eqsploatacia“ gulisxmobs axali, maRali Zabvis 
eleqtrogadamcemi xazis mSeneblobas. proeqtis 
ganxorcielebaze pasuxismgebelia „saqarTvelos 
saxelmwifo energosistema“ („sse“), „romelic aris 
100% saxelmwifo kompania“[2] ,proeqtis marTva ki 
evaleba kompania „e nergotranss“, romelic „sse“-is 
Svilobil kompanias warmoadgens. 

aRniSnulma proeqtma sazogadoebis yuradReba 
miiqcia 2016 wlis aprilSi, rodesac sof. cdoSi 
gadamcemi xazebis boZebi damontaJda. adgilobrivi 
mosaxleobis SeSfoTebis mizezi gaxda gadamcemi xazebis 
sofelze gatareba, rac maTi janmrTelobisaTvis 
safrTxes warmoadgenda. saqme imaSi gaxlavT, rom sof. 
cdo mdebareobs darialis xeobaSi da igi ar xvdeba 
qsani-stefanwmindis gadamcemi xazis marSrutSi. 
(danarTi 2.) ra kavSiri aqvs sof. cdos incidents md. 
snos xeobaSi gamaval maRali Zabvis gadamcem xazTan? 
meore kiTxva rac sazogadoebaSi mTavar riskad aRqmeba 
gaxlavT aqvs Tu ara maRali Zabvis gadamcem xazebs 
uaryoiTi zemoqmedeba adamianis janmrTelobaze? 
daviwyoT am ukanaskneliT.

janmrTelobis Tema ganxilulia proeqti „500 
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kv qsani-stefanwminda eleqtrogadamcemi xazis 
mSenebloba da eqsploataciis“ garemoze zemoqmedebis 
Sefasebis dokumentSi, sadac imis dasamtkiceblad, 
rom gadamcem xazebs ar eqneba uaryofiTi 
zemoqmedeba garemoze moSvelielebulia msoflio 
jandacvis organizaciis kvleva: „msoflio jandacvis 
organizaciam gamoaqvey na eleqtromagnituri velis 
kvlevebis Tavisi uaxlesi mimoxilva 2007 wlis  ivnisSi 
da eqspertebma daaskvnes, rom eleqtromagnituri veli 
ar iwvevs raime grZelvadian janmrTelobisTvis saziano 
efeqts (WEE, 2007). [2] magram aq gasaTvaliswinebelia 
is, rom sofelSi Cadgmuli anZa da sofelze 
gatarebuli maRali Zabvis mqone eleqtrogadamcemi 
xazi warmoadgens dasaxlebul punqtSi maRali Zabvis 
mqone energo obieqtis an ueleqtromagnituri  
velis mudmivi wyaros gaCenas. am SemTxvevaSi misi 
uaryofiTi zemoqmedeba janmrTelobaze aramxolod 
grZelvadiani, aramed samudamoa. realurad, romc 
ar iwvevdes maRali Zabva sasikvdilod aavadebs, 
adgilobriv mosaxleobas aqvs gancda, rom gadamcemi 
xazebi maTi janmrTelobisaTvis safrTxis Semcvelia, 
es niSnavs sazogadoebaze uaryofiT, fsiqologiur 
zemoqmedebas da am faqtoris aRmofxvra  an 
Serbileba unda yofiliyo gaTvaliswinebuli gzS-Si. 
janmrTelobasTan dakavSirebuli SekiTxva daisva 
stefanwmindis raionis municipalitetSi gamarTuli 
sajaro ganxilvis dros. 

kiTxva: „Tu icnobT ruseTSi da inglisSi Catarebul 
kvlevebs, romlis Tanaxmadac eleqtrogadamcemi 
xazebidan 200 metris farglebSi leikemiiT 
daavadebulTa ricxvi mosaxleobis 80%-ia?“

pasuxi: „bolo 30 wlis ganmavlobaSi, yovelmxrivi 
kvlevebi Catarda aSS-sa da msoflioSi, raTa 
gansazRvruliyo, Tu ra SemTxvevaSi gaaCnia 
eleqtromagnitur velebs adamianis janmrTelobaze an 
garemoze uaryofiTi zemoqmedeba. uamravi samecniero 
organizacia Tanxmdeba, rom mizez-Sedegobrivi 
kavSiri raime wyaros eleqtromagnitur velsa da 
janmrTelobis gauaresebas Soris ar gamovlenila 
velis im tipiuri doneebisTvis, romelic gvxvdeba 
sacxovrebel garemoSi, eleqtrogadamcemi xazebis 
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sanitaruli zonis gareT.“[2]
	 sof. cdo da qsani-stefanwmindis gadamcemi 

xazi erTi didi proeqtis Semadgeneli nawilebia. 
garemoze zemoqmedebis Sefasebis teqstSi naTqvamia: 
„sse“ apirebs 500 kv „qsani-stefanwminda“ gadamcemi 
xazis mSeneblobas, romlis saSualebiT moxdeba 
eleqtroenergiis gamotana mSenebare darialis da 
larsis da agreTve mcxeTa-mTianeTis regionSi momavalSi 
asaSenebeli sxva hidroeleqtrosadgurebidan da maTi 
mierTeba nacionalur qselTan.“ Camovlili obieqtebi 
nawilia im erTiani energetikuli qselisa, romlis 
ganviTarebac energetikis saministrom wamoiwyo da 
romlis Sesaxeb informacia mkafiod da TvalsCinodaa 
warmoCenili publikaciaSi „saqarTvelos gadamcemi 
qselis ganviTarebis aTwliani gegma 2015-2025“. 
broSuraSi mocemulia rukebi, sadac naCve nebia 
magaliTad, 2025 da 2050 wlis gadamcemi qselebis 
mdgomareoba. sqematuri rukebi gviCenebs, rom 
saqarTvelos energosistema erTian energetikul 
qselSia CarTuli ruseTTan, TurqeTTan, somxeTTan da 
azerbaijanTan. 

„eleqtrogadamcemi xazis proeqtis socialuri 
zemoqmedeba ganxilul unda iqnas regionSi da 
mTels qveyanaSi eleqtroenergiis infrastruqturis 
ganviTarebisa da misi eleqtroenergiis eqsportisa da 
satranzito potencialis gazrdis, aseve Sidaqselis 
saimedoobis ufro farTo konteqstSi.“[2]

maRali Zabvis eleqtrogadamcemi xazebis 
mSenebloba gaTvlilia ara Sida moxmarebisTvis, 
aramed maT unda miuerTdes momavalSi dagegmili 
didi hesebi da windawinve mzaddeba gadamcemi xazebi 
didi hesebiT gamomuSavebuli energiis eqsportisTvis. 
proeqtis avtorebi gamodian saqarTvelos xelsayreli 
satransporto-georgafiuli mdebareobidan da 
acxadeben, rom „aucilebelia energogadamcemi 
xazebis saimedo qselis mSenebloba qvey nis 
stabiluri energo momaragebisaTvis, eqsportisaTvis 
da qvey nis satranzito potencialis maqsimalurad 
gamoyenebisaTvis. saqarTvelos Crdilo-aRmosavleTiT 
mdebare ZiriTadi hidroeleqtro sadgurebis 
CarTulobas alternativa ar aqvs.“[2] maT aseve 
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miaCniaT, rom „axali 500kv „qsani-stefanwminda“ 
eleqtrogadamcemi xazi ... gaaZlierebs saqarTvelos 
Crdilo-samxreTis mimarTulebiT energotranzitis 
derefnis rols.“ [2]

	 saqarTvelos strategiuli satranzito 
mdebareobis Sesaxeb bevri gvsmenia, magram abreSumis 
gzidan moyolebuli mas aRmosavleT-dasavluri 
mimarTuleba hqonda da Crdilo samxreTulic. 
am Temaze qarTul sazogadoebaSi fundamenturad 
gansxvavebuli Sexedulebebi arsebobs da amitom farTe 
sajaro diskusiis, sazogadoebis aqtiuri CarTulobis 
gareSe, miCumaTebulad aseTi gadawyvetilebis miReba 
dauSvebelia. ismis didi kiTxvis niSani, Tanamedrove 
geopolitikuri fonis gaTvaliswinebiT sWirdeba Tu 
ara saqarTvelos aseTi tipis erTian qselSi Cabma? 
gvWirdeba Tu ara im qvey nis interesebSi Semavali 
energoobieqtebi avaSenoT, visac Cveni qvey nis 
mniSvnelovani nawili aqvs okupirebuli? 

	 Tu gadavinacvlebT uaxloes istoriaSi 
aRmovaCenT, rom zemoT naxsenebi erTiani energetikuli 
qseli 1920-ian wlebSi lenin-krJiJanovskis ideologiiT 
SemuSavebuli energoporeqtia, romelsac ewodeboda 
„ruseTis eleqtrifikaciis erTiani gegma“ (e.w. 
„goelro“) (danarTi 3), romlis periferiuli 
nawili iyo saqarTveloc  samxreT kavkasiasTan 
erTad. cxadia, am sistemis centri moskovi iyo. 
aRniSnuli proeqti Tavidanve atarebda ideologiur 
datvirTvas da gansxvavebuli dapyrobili qvey nebis 
erT mTlianobad Sekvris ideac edo safuZvlad. am 
ideologiis nawili iyo garemosadmi momxmarebluri 
damokidebuleba d amitom „goelroc“, rogorc pirmSo 
leninuri ideologiisa garemos damangrevel Sinaars 
moicavs. saqarTvelos energetikis saministros mier 
SemoTavazebuli „saqarTvelos gadamcemi qselis 
ganviTarebis aTwliani gegma 2015-2025“ kalkirebaa 
leninis enrgetikuli sistemisa da ufro uaresic, 
Tanamedrove geopolitikuri fonidan gamomdinare, 
aseve damoukidebeli qarTuli saxelmwifos 
gadasaxedidan gamomdinare amgavri ekonomikuri 
proeqtebi qvey nisTvis did safrTxes Seicaven. maT 
Soris bevr iseT safrTxes, rac scdeba energetikis 
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saministros kompetencias. msgavsi proeqtebi kidev 
erTxel xazs usvamen saqarTvelos mTliani energo-
politikis gadaxedvis da xelaxla gadaazrebis 
saWiroebas da aufro mdgradi da usafrTxo proeqtebis 
SemuSavebis aucileblobas.

	 isev, rom davubrundeT garemoze zemoqmedebis 
Sefasebis teqsts, qsani-stefanwmindis gadmcemi 
xazis erT-erTi monakveTi Zalian axlos (daaxl. 2km-
Si) gaivlis okupirebuli teritoriis sazRvarTan. 
Tanac dausaxlebel, dabali uReltexilebis mqone 
ferdobze. proeqtis usafrTxoebidan gamomdinare 
kargi iqneboda, rom amgvari riskis idenTificirebac 
momxdariyo, magram gzS-Si aseTi ram ar gvxvdeba.
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danarTi 1.

informaciis producireba saydrisi-yaCaRianis 
SemTxvevis Sesaxeb. monacemebi gamoTvlilia 2013-2014 
wlebSi presaSi dabeWdili statiebis raodenobis 
mixedviT. SerCevaSi moxvda is Jurnal-gazeTebi, 
romelTac aRniSnul Temaze gamoyenebuli hqondaT 
samze meti statia.
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danarTi 2.

rukaze yviTeli xaziT naCve nebia qsani-stefanwmindis 
eleqtogadamcemi xazi. wiTeli ekliani xaziT ki 
okupirebuli teritoria. rukaze naTlad ikveTeba, 
Tu ramdenad axlos gaivlis eleqtrogadamcemi xazi 
konfliqtis zonasTan.
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danarTi 3.

ruseTis eleqtrifikaciis erTiani gegma. e.w. 
„goelro“. wyaro: sabWoTa enciklopedia. rukaze, 
wiTeli wreebi hidroenergetikis aRmniSvneli 
niSnebia. saqarTvelos rukaze gamosaxulia amJamad 
mSenebare (im dros dagegmili) darialis da larsis 
hes-ebi.



32

danarTi 4.
saydrisi-yaCaRiani.
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publikaciis Sinaarsze pasuxismgebelia saqarTve-
los mwvaneTa moZraoba/dedamiwis megobrebi saqarT-
velo, masSi gamoTqmuli mosazrebebi ar unda iqnes 
miCneuli donorTa mosazrebebad.

publikacia momzadda da gamoica proeqtis “so-
cialur garemoze zemoqmedebis Sefasebis angariSebi 
saqarTvelos magaliTze”. proeqti xorcieldeba 
saqarTvelos mwvaneTa moZraoba/dedamiwis megobrebi-
saqarTvelo mier, fridrix ebertis fondis mxarda-
WeriT.

dauSvebelia fridrix ebertis fondis mier gamo-
cemuli masalebis komerciuli mizniT gamoyeneba  
fondis Tanxmobis gareSe.

gamocemaze muSaobdnen:
avtori: Tamar xarZiani 

saredaqcio kolegia:
qeTevan papaSvili
ana kekeliZe
lela yaWeiSvili
nino SuStakaSvili

saqarTvelo. Tbilisi. slava metrevelis #4, 0112
tel:(+995 32) 2 30 62 21
el.fosta: info@greens.ge
veb-gverdi: www.greens.ge
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“Every citizen of Georgia shall be obliged to
 protect and preserve their cultural heritage. 

The State shall protect cultural heritage by law”.
 Constitution of Georgia, Article 34, Item 2.  

Chronological order of the events developed around 
Sakdrisi-Kachagianimonument

In April 2013 on the basis of the application of “RMG Gold”, at the 
initiative of the GeorgianGovernment and by the Order of the Ministry of 
Culture and Monuments Protection, a Commission comprising of 11 mem-
bers was set up. The assignmentto the Commission was to study the issue 
of possibilitySakdrisi-Kachagiani being the oldest gold mine. After 35 days 
work the Commission came out with a statement that Sakdrisi-Kachagiani 
had been awarded the status of a protected historical site by the infringe-
ment of the law. On July 5, 2013 the Ministry of Culture and Monument Pro-
tection of Georgia issued an Order N 03/108 by which Sakdrisiwas stripped 
of this status.

In August 2013 a representative of the Company states that this status 
had been given to the mine based on a myth; that along with the Company, 
under the circumstances, the state interests were also damaged; that they 
addressed the PrimeMinister to move the monument to another place. [1]

Sakdrisi-Kachagiani topic was discussed at the meeting in the Business 
Center arranged by the PrimeMinister Ivanishvili where it was decided that 
“the study of gold mine issue, its status and so on, should be assigned to the 
Academy of Sciences of Georgia....” [13]. A special Commission was set up 
at the Academy which had to define if Sakdrisi-Kachagiani minewas the 
world’s oldest mine. Some of the representatives of the Commission stated 
that “they were assigned hard mission” and they were given “short time” to 
carry out this mission. “It is absurd to move the monument, how is it pos-
sible to take the mountain and move to another place?!... God grant it really 
turns out a gold mine” – says Constantine Pitskhelauri, an archeologist. [6]. 
In December, after 2 months of the PrimeMinister’s assignment the Acad-
emy of Sciences stated that the monument was 5000 years old and it had big 
historical significance, that they were against the destruction of Sakdrisi-
Kachagiani gold mine. [10]

In January 2014 the society became rather involved in the Sakdrisi 
problem. It was found out that the Minister of Culture in 2013 hadremoved 
the status of the monumentwithout any preliminary study of the issue by the 
Commission. “RMG Gold” had started the work without any permission 
and had damaged the monument. After this by the instructions of the Min-
istry of Culture the works were stopped. “RMG Gold” employees arranged 
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a protest in front of the Ministry. The Company was not able to continue 
the works until it got permission from the Ministry. At the same time, the 
printing media was still highlighting the “difference of opinions among the 
scientists”. Some media was still continuing tosupport the Company unam-
biguously declaring “there is nothing left from Sakdrisi myth”. [9]

Civil society demanded from GuramOdisharia to restore the status to 
the monument, start carrying out studies and involve foreign experts in 
them. At the meeting they presented supporting letters from Austrian, Ger-
man and American researchers. They also addressed international organi-
zations and requested their reaction proceeding from “Sakdrisi-Kachagiani 
common human value”. [11] “RMG Gold” submitted a complaint to the 
PrimeMinister Office against the Ministry of Culture where it was protest-
ing the decision of the Minister of Culture depriving the Company of rights 
to carry out works on the Sakdrisi archeological site.  These developments 
cost the position to the First Deputy Minister of Culture. 

During the same period of time attitude of the then PrimeMinister be-
comes known. “Sakdrisi is not the oldest gold mine” – he stated. 

In March at the PrimeMinister Office there was arranged an action 
planned through social network, participants with banners saying “Protect 
Sakdrisi”, “Sakdrisi-Kachagiani is the test of the Authorities”. The action 
participants declared: “Society shall become aware and feeling that Sak-
drisi is the world’s oldest gold mine”. Among the activists appeared former 
Deputy Minister of Culture.

In April, at the governmental session IrakliGaribashvili stated: “It’s not 
proven that Sakdrisi is an ancient gold mine - it’s just an assumption. Sev-
eral months ago the experts put the conclusion, submitted to the Govern-
ment on the basis of which the government took a decision concerning the 
continuation of works there. I understand those people who are as if trying 
to save the monument. However, I would like to remind them that about 
three thousand people are employed in this organization.” [3] 

The same month there started a camp action at Sakdrisiwhere the Am-
bassadors of Switzerland and Germany arrived as well. BBC channel was 
also there to highlight the camp action. They were met by the Minister of 
Culture, GuramOdisharia. While ICOMOS Georgia stated that Sakdrisi ar-
cheological heritage was sacrificed to fiscal and business interests. [7] At 
this stagea group of people who were driven by political interests came to 
light among the activists.

In May the experts invited by the Ministry of Culture confirmed the 
historical significance of the monument and the value of regulations and 
evidence obtained during the previous 9 year work of Georgian and German 
expedition. “The experts’ conclusions excluded the possibility of Sakdrisi-
Kachagiani destruction”. – Marine Mizandari.
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In June a protest action under the slogan “Sakdrisi destruction is a na-
tional shame” was arranged at the National Agency of Historical Heritage 
Protection.

In July-August the media became silent. However, in September there 
appeared a new piece of information that Sakdrisi protectors were joined by 
the political party “Patriots Alliance of Georgia”. This meant that the move-
ment which had societal grounds was acquiring political tint. This caused 
disunion among the activists. From September to November the printing 
media is mainly publishing propagandistic articles telling about the discord 
among the activists protecting Sakdrisi, providing some scandalous infor-
mation concerning the Georgia-German scientific expedition, making a 
mention of the monument as a myth or, as previously, “a monument made 
by force”. 

In November and December there were arranged presentations of two 
researches: 1. The research of “the Association of Young Financiers and 
Businessmen” concluding that the “... full development of the mine is of 
vital importance”. [8] And

2. ‘Research of “Young Lawyers”. On the one hand they consider the 
Order of Minister of Culture about Sakdrisi stripping it of the status illegal 
as there had been infringed the legislative requirement, on the other hand 
they declared that “in 2006-2007 the state by transgression of the law, with-
out any preliminary special research took the decision to award the site the 
status of a cultural monument.” 

In November and December 2014 the amount of articles concerning 
Sakdrisi in printing media grew. Majority of them are of propagandistic 
character protecting the position of the Company. This is creating impres-
sion that they are preparing grounds among the society for explosion of Sak-
drisi.

On December 12, 2014 an Order N 03/266 of the Minister of Culture 
and Monument Protection of Georgia and an Order of the Director of Na-
tional Agency of Cultural Heritage Protection was issued which gave RMG 
Gold the go-ahead to continue with the mining project at Sakdrisi-Kachagi-
ani site. And in the early morning hours of December 13, RMG Gold carried 
out explosive works at Sakdrisi-Kachagiani oldest mine.

Sakdrisi-Kachagiani oldest gold mine 

Sakdrisi-Kachagiani oldest gold mine is located in Bolnisi region small 
town Kazreti, in the valley of the MashaveraRiver. (Coordinates of Kacha-
giani hill central point:  latitude 41°23’10.29”N / longitude:  44°23’38.20”E). 
In Middle Ages the territory is referredto asAbulgami. Kachagiani hill is 



38

also mentioned in VakhushtiBagrationi’s “Description of Kingdom Sakart-
velo”. The site was named Sakdrisi in 80s of the 20th century because of its 
near location to the churches in this area.   

Sakdrisi monument is in the area of complex ore. In the beginning, it 
was considered to be themiddle Ages iron mine. In 1987, as a result of the 
research carried out there by Georgian mining engineer TeimurazMudjiri, 
an idea was expressed for the first time this monument being a prehistoric 
mining site. 

From 2004 to 2011 alarge-scaleinterdisciplinary investigationof the site 
was carried out by a group of people from the Archeological Center of the 
Academy of Sciences of Georgia and German Mining Museum (DBM, Bo-
chum) and dated the site to the early 3rd millennium BC or to the second half 
of the 4thmillennium suggesting that Sakdrisi might be one of the world’s 
oldest gold mines. In 2004-2013 there were carried out two research-scien-
tific projects. (The project leader Professor, Doctor Andreas Hauptmann; 
co-leaders: Professor Thomas StÖller, Doctor IrineGambashidze). The pro-
ject financially was supported by Volkswagen Fund. [18]

The artifacts found in the mine showed that the archeological site was a 
prehistoric gold mine. A detailed stratigraphic model of the mine was done 
and the chronology was defined. The first phase was dated back to Mtkvar-
Araks culture. 

“The investigations showed that while ancient civilizations like Egypt, 
gold ore was obtained by washing in the river, people living on the smaller 
Caucasus range were well aware of gold mining complex technologies, such 
as detecting gold invisible for eye, demolishing it with stone tools, cleaning 
it from futile rock, crushing, milling and washing it, smelting and making 
jewelry from smelt gold,” – we read on the web-site of the Georgian Na-
tional Museum. [26]

“On the basis of scientific investigations, among international scientific 
people Sakdrisi-Kachagiani archeological site has been acknowledged as 
the world’s oldest gold mine”. [18]

What attracts the attention among the events developed 
around Sakdrisi

Sakdrisi case brings to light a lot of different problems existing in the 
Georgian society, politics and economics. It does not fit only in the frame-
work of cultural heritage protection. The issue has legal, economic, political, 
societal and environmental aspects. 
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Legal aspect
Events developed around Sakdrisi-Kachagiani oldest gold mine in the 

first place attract the attention for the abundance of law infringements and 
legally failed procedures.

The issue whether Sakdrisi is a monument or not came in doubt not 
among the scientists, not in the framework of professional and intellectual 
discussions, but because of the failed procedure of awarding it the status of 
monument. What was the law infringement? The thing is that Sakdrisi was 
first awarded the status of monument by the Order of March 30,  2006 of 
the Minister of Culture, Monument Protection and Sports. The law infringe-
ment was represented in the fact that the mentioned Order was issued not for 
awarding Sakdrisi the status of a monument but for restoring the status of 
monuments to the monuments that had been stripped of the status back in 
1999. It should be reminded that on June 25,  1999 a Law on the Protection 
of Cultural Heritage was passed; correspondingly, the Law on History and 
the Protection and Use of Cultural Monuments of 1977 became ineffective; 
correspondingly, all those sub-laws according to which certain units had had 
the status of history and culture became ineffective. By the Order of March 
30, 2006 the status of those historical monuments was restored. Sakdrisi 
was added to the list of the historical monuments annexed to the Order. By 
that time Sakdrisi-Kachagiani monument was already representing a part of 
the area allocated by a license for minerals investigation and extraction. It is 
obvious that the Minister of Culture had relevant information about this and 
this became the grounds for the decision taken by double standards. On one 
hand, the monument was awarded the status, on the other, this happened in 
such a way that the legitimacy of the decision could be prejudiced in future. 
Everything happened in just this way. The mentioned gap became a basis for 
the Order 03/108 of the Minister of Culture and Monument Protection issued 
on July 5, 2013 which implied stripping the site of its protected status. And 
Sakdrisi’s status was revoked shortly thereafter.  

Despite the stripping the site of its historical monument status,Sakdrisi 
was still protected by two Orders: 1. Joint Order of the Minister of Economic 
Development and the Minister of Culture, Monument Protection and Sports 
issued on July 17, 2006, according to which Sakdrisi territory was awarded 
the status of an archeological zone; and 2. Decree N665 of the President of 
Georgia of November 7, 2006 according to which Sakdrisi ancient mining 
industry monument was awarded the status of Cultural Monument of Na-
tional Significance. [16]

The fact that the monument was still preserving the status of an archeo-
logical protection zone meant that it was protected by the Law of Georgia 
on Cultural Heritage Protection. Namely, Article 40, Point 3: “Any activity 
that may damage and cause the destruction of cultural heritage protected 
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in a zone or impede its interpretation and implementation of a high-quality 
scientific study shall be prohibited...”. [25] It is significant to note that RMG 
Gold Company disregarded the existence of the mentioned Orders, started 
carrying out works without permission and damaged the monument.  To jus-
tify its activities it referred to the results of an archeological investigation fi-
nanced by the Company itself which as if was proving that Sakdrisi was not 
a monument. Adviser of RMG Gold stated in the press that “... there was car-
ried out the investigation of the territory the result of which clearly showed 
that that there was not found any archeological artifact on the territory. It 
has neither status, nor any national category and archeological protection 
zone.”[4] The Company was accusing the Ministry of Culture in delaying 
the permit issue. That means that the Company is carrying out works ille-
gally and at the same time attacks and accuses government services because 
this service is urging to observe the law. Concerning this issue it is worth 
mentioning that “Association of Young Lawyers of Georgia” and Citizen 
Dali Mamulashvili appealed to court against the Company and asked for the 
stop of works at Sakdrisi. Tbilisi City Court met the claim. However, it was 
only a temporary decision of court. 

One more Order the legacy of which was under question is the Order of 
July 5, 2013 of the Minister of Culture. The mentioned issue became press-
ing against the civil protesting background. Non-governmental Organi-
zation “The Green Alternative” mounted a suit at Tbilisi City Court. The 
complaint implied revoking the Order according to which Sakdrisi had been 
stripped of the historical monument status. The judge decided that the deci-
sion of the Ministry was not well substantiated and satisfied the complaint.

The final document which sealed the fate of Sakdrisi monument is the 
Order N03/266 of the Minister of Culture and Monument Protection of De-
cember 12, 2014 and the Order N2/271 of the Director of National Agency of 
Cultural Heritage Protection on the basis of which the Company resumed the 
mining works on the territory of Sakdrisi-Kachagiani.  The very next day, 
December 13, in early morning hours Sakdrisi monument was exploded. 
The Company used the right awarded by the mentioned Orders without any 
delay by which it intervened any possibility to lodge a complaint. The accel-
erated “setting of the problem” by RMG Gold was explained by the fact that 
the Company’s license on the use of fossils was expiring. 

Orientation in “Sakdrisi legal labyrinth”is very difficult. Sakdrisi-
Kachagiani is the case and example how easy it is in Georgia to destruct 
cultural heritage if it is included in business-interests and in this regard leg-
islation is not any obstacle for a company. Sakdrisi case shows how easily a 
law can be infringed, how one can manipulate with legislation, neglect a law 
“when it is necessary for business”.
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Economic, Political and Societal Aspects

In case with Sakdrisi, the Company was very radical from the very be-
ginning and described the situation in such a way that as if the Company’s 
fate was dependent on one monument. 

RMG Gold representatives declared that if they were prohibited extrac-
tion of ore the Company would stop functioning. RMG Gold might stop 
functioning if it is prohibited to obtain resources – the press insisted. In the 
EIA report caused by the exploitation of the manufacturing section of Sak-
drisi deposit ore lixiviation we read that “RMG Gold, Ltd together with cop-
per ore processing enterprise - JSC RMG Copper, is the biggest employer on 
the territory of KvemoKartli”. Using this approach the Company reminded 
the Government about its role in the economics of the country. 

The Company rhetoric was repeated by the politicians. “On one hand 
we have to deal with a monument, on the other – with an enterprise which 
must be saved… when the State needs to carry out certain works on a spe-
cific site, a monument can be moved and this is the practice” – the Minister 
of Culture stated after the meeting with Prime Minister arranged at the Busi-
ness Center. Later, we hear the same statement from Prime Minister Irak-
liGaribashvili at the meeting with the students at IvaneJavakhishvili State 
University: “… the investor has already invested 300 million in Georgian 
economics and employed 3000 people. … There is a struggle between the 
cultural heritage and economics, which needs observing the golden mean”. 
By this attitude the highest authority of the country was unambiguously tak-
ing the side of the Company position. 

Against these statements we see the protesting actions of RMG Gold 
employees first in Bolnisi, then at the Ministry of Culture in Tbilisi.  

A question arises how much in reality the employment of 3000 people 
was dependent on the use of one hill and how relevant it is to weigh the 
country’seconomy and cultural heritage on different scales.

In the text of EIA caused by the exploitation of the manufacturing sec-
tion of Sakdrisi deposit ore lixiviation we read that “by now in JSC RMG 
Copper there are directly employed 1125 people, while in “RMG Gold, Ltd 
– 586 people. To this, there is added contractor organizations who are di-
rectly dependent to these two enterprises. Altogether there are employed 
about 3000 people in the Holding. … after the ore GROVULI attenuation 
manufacturing section comes into exploitation, about 80 more people will 
become employed at RMG Gold Ltd”. [19]

“After the works at Sakdrisi ore start the number of employed people 
at RMG Gold, Ltd will increase by 80 people”. That means that making 
reference to 3000 employed people by the Company was a PR part directed 
against the monument. 
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Cultural heritage cannot become a hindering factor for economic 
growth. On the contrary, it has potential to significantly contribute to the 
economic development of a country, all the more when we deal with the 
world’s oldest mine. Acknowledgement of such a potential could have been 
beneficial for both the country and the Company. 

There is one more issue. Let us assume that the fate of 3000 people is 
really dependent on the works on the hill. This means that when the ore is 
exhausted in future there will be a moment when the citizens are threatened 
by unemployment. At the same time, it is known that the small town of Ka-
zreti was built in 70s of the last century in the framework of ore processing 
and a big part of the population is economically dependent on obtaining gold 
at ore. This means that the well-being of the population is dependent on ex-
haustible resource and this circumstance puts the Kazreti population under 
risk in long-term perspective.  There will come time when it is necessary to 
offer the population other means of existence. Such mean was thought to be 
the development of touristic infrastructure around the archeological monu-
ments (Sakdrisi oldest gold mine and others).

Confrontation between economics and cultural heritage indicates either 
at preconception or the absence of long-term vision of economic develop-
ment. “Position of the Government in regard with Sakdrisi is deprived of 
any arguments and is criminal. …Our Head of the Government is not aware 
of the huge role of culture.” – declares Marine Mizandari, former Deputy 
Minister of Culture.

“Sakdrisi is not the oldest gold mine”, declares Prime Minister using as 
evidence the results of hastily carried out investigation during two months 
by a  group of scientists set up for this purpose. Against the background of 
heated discussions concerning the status of the monument, Prime Minister 
is stubbornly asserting unambiguous position which coincides with the posi-
tion of the Company. 

In Georgia as in a post-Soviet country there have been formed specific 
relations between the State and business. This specificity is conditioned on 
one hand by the influence of the Soviet totalitarian regime of the recent 
historical past which did not acknowledge private property (State capital-
ism), on the other - by the economic liberalization course offered after 2004 
“Rose revolution”. “Majority of legislative alterations was connected with 
the course of complete economic liberalization and deregulation taken by 
the country authorities and with the wish to increase the state budget income 
by all possible means”. [16] The mentioned economic course implied maxi-
mal use of the resources which actually does not differ from the Soviet type 
resource policy the main feature of which was maximal use of resources as 
well. However, the fact is that the existing resource policy is damaging for 
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the environment and the substitution of “overtake and surpass” policy with 
the liberalization of economics does not essentially change anything.

It was just the above mentioned course of development that Sakdrisi 
oldest gold mine was sacrificed to. Sakdrisi case is an example of how the 
State admitted a whole cycle of legislative infringements for the benefit of 
private interests giving way to the destruction of cultural heritage.  

Loyalty of the State to the concrete companies in the process of pri-
vatization and the protection of companies’ interests by the authorities while 
this company is acting against the environment, society and culture, is one 
more additional sign of the above mentioned course.

The authorities are responsible not only for economic growth but also 
for the protection of environment and culture. And there is one more –inter-
generation responsibility which obliges the State to use resources in such a 
way which ensures the accessibility to them for the future generations. It 
was just this responsibility that was not taken into accountin case of Sak-
drisi cultural heritage. The accessibility of future generation to this specific 
cultural heritage was expelled forever.

It should be also mentioned that Sakdrisi issue is not limited to the ac-
tivity of one political force only. Sakdrisi issue was dealt with by two Prime 
Ministers, two Presidents and three Ministers of Culture. This puts the over-
all resource policy into question. If the mentioned issue is not considered 
critically in the country, if there are not relevant measures taken with regard 
to resource use, there will be another risk of recurring of cases similar to 
Sakdrisi.

Discussions around Sakdrisi – scientists, activists, business 
ethics

Removal of legal status to Sakdrisi-Kachagiani monument did not mean 
that the monument lost its scientific and cultural value which in its turn 
prejudiced the decision of the status removal. A moment set in when the 
scientific opinions regarding the monument was decisive. It was in the Com-
pany’s interest a specific group of scientists to state that the monument was 
not valuable. It was happening against the results of 9 yearlong scientific 
investigations asserting the high value of the monument.

The Company hired a group of archeologists who had to carry out in-
vestigations in a short time and identify whether Sakdrisi was a monument 
or not. In parallel, a media campaign started preliminarily publishing arti-
cles protecting the Company’s interests. The articles read that “myth around 
Sakdrisi gold mine is artificially created”, “Sakdrisi is a monument which 
was awarded this status under compulsion”.  Later, RMG Gold started works 
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on Sakdrisi-Kachagiani territory without any permission a representative 
of the Company justifying them by the investigations carried out by them 
proving that the monument was not of any value. 

In parallel, Prime Minister asked the Academy of Sciences to study the 
monument. The Academy too was given a short time for the investigations. 
Despite the statement of George Kvesitadze, President of the Academy that 
the Academy had relied on the materials of the National Museum and Ger-
man colleagues proving the existence of the oldest gold mine, Prime Min-
ister announces the following:  “I know that Sakdrisi issue caused various 
rumors and big rush; a special commission was set up which studied the 
mentioned mine for two months… I think we shall take the conclusion into 
account. According to the Commission the mine did not represent any par-
ticular site.” [5] At the same time, the printing media published that the opin-
ion of scientists was divided in two; however, in reality the matter was not as 
easy. Naturally, the difference of the opinions among scientists is a healthy 
phenomenon. Science may call any theory into question. But in case of Sak-
drisi we have to deal not with an ordinary scientific discussion, but with the 
manipulation of scientific opinions by the Company.  This is evidenced by 
the fact that the Company and Prime Minister refer to short-time investiga-
tions (from 35 days to 2 months) in controversy to the results of 9 yearlong 
systemic investigations carried out according to international standards. For 
any group of scientists it would be difficult to repeat the experiment during 
2 months and carry out laboratory works in a scale which would allow re-
jecting or approving the theory obtained as a result of 9 year investigation. 
Another important trait of ‘“scientific discussion” is the statements of the 
Company, Prime Minister and the scientists, they were relying on, in media 
which instead of scientific arguments are bearing in them threats towards 
colleagues, blackmail and humiliation. We are not citing them here on pur-
pose not to duplicate the statements humiliating academic sphere. We will 
note only one fact that the rhetoric of the given group of scientists is very 
similar to the rhetoric of the Company.

Civil activity was also very interesting. There were arranged numerous 
protesting actions regarding Sakdrisi issue. “In 2013 a continuous cycle of 
actionsstarted. “Green Fist” was one of the first who gave a rise to demon-
stration of protests. … A little later a civil committee for saving Sakdrisi 
was set up”. [17] For example, in March 2014 there was arranged a protest 
action named “Artists to Save Sakdrisi”, where banners with the following 
content:   “Protect Sakdrisi”, “Sakdrisi-Kachagiani is the Authorities Exam” 
were brought out.  Participants of the action announced, that “the society 
must become more aware and feeling that Sakdrisi is the oldest mine in the 
world.” [12] Civil society had an attempt to use the legislative tools with 
regard to Sakdrisi and carried two cases. Later the media spread the infor-
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mation that there was some disagreement in the civil committee, that some-
body was driven by political interests. All this was crowned by the Alliance 
of Patriots joining the activists, which negatively reflected on the activist 
movement. 

In connection with Sakdrisi, RMG Gold revealed low business cul-
ture. In the document of Environmental Impact Assessment there is a list of 
monuments of Bolnisi Municipality cultural heritage with detailed descrip-
tion; however there is no Sakdrisi-Kachagiani oldest gold mine mentioned 
in it. But we read: “The noisecaused by Sakdrisi open cast mine activities 
by RMG Gold, Ltd   will be conditioned by exploding and smashing works. 
During the explosion every employee will be at the distance defined by the 
strict regulations where the noise level caused by the explosion does not 
exceed the defined level, as for smashing works, it is envisaged by the con-
tract that all necessary jawed and conical modern smashing tools will be 
purchased which will work with less noise.” [19] Such an attitude is a typical 
“greenwash” example. On one hand, the Company as if is observing envi-
ronmental and safety standards and at the same time it does not acknowl-
edge the existing highest risk. The Company calls Sakdrisi pre-historic gold 
mine “Sakdrisi opencast mine”. The fact is that the issue which disturbed 
the society the most, was not included in the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment document and was not reflected in the public hearing minutes. This 
means that the civil society was restricted to participate in decision making 
process. The Company did not limit itself to this and tried to influence the 
public opinion through mass media (annex 1) which was actually discredit-
ing the civil society. 

When we are speaking about non-material cultural heritage monuments 
we shall not think they are just inert material artifacts. Cultural heritage is a 
part of social identity and the society has psychological and emotional con-
nection with it. The form of the attitude of the Company towards the cultural 
heritage represents the form of the attitude towards the society for whom 
these monuments are valuable. If the Company does not respect cultural 
heritage it means it does not respect the society. A dignified Company, who 
cares for its image, would, by all means, have acknowledged the existence 
of a monument on its licensing territory and would not have confronted by a 
dirty PR campaign, but would have ensured their involvement in the devel-
opment of EIA document. In this regard, involvement of the civil society in 
the scoping process would be particularly important, implying identification 
of risks and EIA andImpact on Social Environment during public hearings.



46

Chiatura Manganese

Chiatura Manganese ore is located in the northern part of Imereti, River 
Kvirila valley. Its treatment started in 70s of the 20th century. Before that 
from 1930s it had been treated by Zestaponi Ferroalloy Factory. During the 
Soviet Union the enterprise was oriented at maximal use of resources and 
the growth of “industrialization” index. For example, in 80s because of the 
growth of the industry local raw material turned out insufficient for the en-
terprise and it became necessary to import manganesefrom Australia and 
Africa. Maximal successful production by the Ferroalloy Factory (500 thou-
sand tons per year) was shown in 1985-1989. After obtaining independence, 
the production dropped to 10 thousand tons per year. In 2004 with entering a 
new investor, the production increased to 120 thousand tons per year.   

“One of the potential investors of Chiatura manganese ore is going to 
significantly increase the production of manganese concentratesat Chiatura 
ore ... such incorrect exploitation of the ore is socially and economically un-
justifiable. One on hand, this will cause incapacitation of the ore in about 15 
years, while in case of its nominal exploitation the life span of the ore will 
last over 50 years.” [40]

Hence, the trend of maximal use of the resources has been maintained 
in post-Soviet Georgia. The enterprise, in parallel with obtaining maximal 
benefit from the manganese ore, is representing the source of ecological ca-
tastrophe. For example, let’s take the village of Rgani. In his article “The 
village is sacrificed to manganese mining in Chiatura” TornikeKhurtsidze 
is telling us about the social and ecological situation created by the open 
cast mining of the ore by the enterprise in the village of Rgani. There are 
interviews with local population in the article. We are citing the interview:

“The soil is thrown on the pastures of the village territory, grass will 
grow there again in about two years ... majority of the youth is employed in 
the ongoing work and due to the fear that they might lose their work prefer 
to be silent... There are two lakes on the top of the mountain. Under them 
there is untouched manganese. They will dry up the lakes and cut the huge 
masses of the forest... I wonder what the distance of all this should legally 
be from the population. If it continues like this, a part of the mountain may 
come down and carry along my house... How shall we live if the forest is 
cut down? Because of heavy trucks the walls of my house have cracks. The 
whole village is involved in the work and due to this people cannot say any-
thing. They are frightened and threatened and if they say anything they will 
left unemployed.” [15] 

The given article is dated 2011. Previously, in 2008 in the EIA report on 
Chiatura mining concentrating group of enterprises ongoing activities it is 
said: “... during the long time of exploitation of concentrating factories pe-
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riodically there were carried out technical re-tooling works; however there 
were not carried out any significant reconstruction works which caused the 
accumulation of a lot of ecological problems. Solution of these problems be-
came possible after a new investor (Georgian Manganese, Ltd) came into.” 
In EIA we also read:

“As it was identified during the audit, the group of enterprises does not 
have any management plan of professional safety, health and environmental 
protection (at the mines they have evacuation schemes).”

“According to the information of the Service of Measuresthe dynamics 
of accidents during the last three years is the following:

•	 In 2006 there were registered 19 accidents, among them three were 
with lethal outcome;

•	 In 2007 there were registered 13 accidents, 4 out of them with lethal 
outcomes;

•	 In 2008 there were 8 accidents during 9 months, 2 out of them with 
lethal outcomes.”

“According to the examinations carried out by the Service, all regis-
tered cases were connected with the violation of labor safety rules.”[20]   

In the minutes of public discussions dated January 16,  2009 Alexan-
der Zilberman, Director General of Georgian Manganese during his speech 
with regard to ecological obligations is asking for certain privileges trying 
to justify them by global economic crisis. “Against the background of eco-
nomic crisis it is basic to maintain workplaces and care for the maintenance 
of social and economic conditions of the people employed by us,” – states 
the Director General of the enterprise. 

In the given EIA document the impact of the enterprise on social envi-
ronment is assessed positively in the style rooted in practice which implies 
the employment of the population. According to this logic, the ore mining 
and processing enterprises functioning in the country  shall be granted priv-
ileges and forgiven the turning of the territory into the zones of ecological 
catastrophe and making the local population and employees live and work 
in harmful and unbearable conditions motivating it by their being  main em-
ployers. Against this background, it is interesting why 3 700 employees of 
the enterprise were threatened by unemployment.

Despite the identified risks given in EIA, the Company obtained the 
permit to carry out the activities. It is not surprising that during the follow-
ing period there came into sight different damages caused to the environ-
ment to which the permit issuing organization was reacting by significant 
amount of fines. (Table 1)

Let us take damage N1 (table 1) as an example.  The Company Georgian 
Manganese was charged with 158 832 GEL fine for “the damage caused to 
the environment as a result of the mining activities in the village of Rgani of 
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Chiatura region”. The damage was represented in the following: The trees 
and plants dug out during the activities on the processed territory were fully 
buried in the earth fill”.

Table 1. Volume of fines Georgian Manganese, Ltd (GEL) was charged 
with by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection 

N2 (Table 1) The Company was charged with fine for the damage caused 
to the environment due to wastewater discharge, while  in the text of EIA it 
is noted that this type of damage would not be inflicted on the environment.

The situation is that for the failure to execute the conditions envisaged 
by the license and for the infringement of the environmental norms in force 
the Company shall be charged with big amount of money penalty. It should 
be noted that during the necessary procedures carried out by the Ministry 
to issue a license (in both the EIA text and in the public hearing minutes), 
the fact that there was a risk of such disturbances is vivid. This is followed 
by the request of the Director General of the Company about environmen-
tal privileges during the public hearing. And after this the Ministry issues 
a license. Amoment comes when at one of the stages of the activities the 
Company significantly damages the environment and after this the license 
issuing organization reacts with big amount of fines. Who benefits or suf-
fers a loss in this case? The environment and society are those who suffer 
damage in such cases.

After all this we see that 3 700 employees of the Company are facing 
the threat of losing their work places. [21] From January 20 to May 20, 2016 
the enterprise was deactivated. Thus, the enterprise was not able any more 
to fulfill the only social function it was boasting of – employment of the 
population. A question arises – how correct is the form of monetary fines? 
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Would not it be more effective by the Company to redirect the solid sums of 
money given in the Table to the social well-being of the employees, to the 
growth of environmental and safety standards and technological renewal of 
the enterprise? 

* * *

Ksani-StepantsmindaPower Transmission Line 

“Construction and Exploitation of Ksani-Stepantsminda 500 kW Power 
Transmission Line” Project considers construction of high voltage (H.V.) 
transmission line. Responsible entity for the implementation of the Project 
is Georgian State Electrosystem (GSE), which is a 100% state-owned joint 
stock company [2], while the project management is the obligation of Ener-
gotrans Company which is an affiliated company of DSE. 

Attention of the society to the mentioned project was attracted in April 
2016 when transmission line poles were put up in the village of Tsdo. The 
reason of the concern of local population was the laying of transmission 
lines through the village which was a threat to their health. The thing is 
that Tsdo village in located in the Dariali valley and does not fall under the 
Ksani-Stepantsminda transmission line route (annex 2). How is connected 
the village Tsdo incident with the high voltage transmission line crossing the 
Sno river valley? The second issue  which among the society is perceived as 
a main risk is whether the high voltage transmission line has or not a nega-
tive impact on human health. Let’s start from the latter.  

Health issues is considered in “Construction and Exploitation of Ksani-
Stepantsminda 500 kW Power Transmission Line” EIA documentwhere in 
order to prove that the transmission line will not negatively impact the envi-
ronment reference  is made to the study of the World Health Organization:  
“World Health Organization has published its latest review of electromag-
netic fields study in June 2007 and the experts concluded that electromag-
netic field does not incur any long-term negative effect on human health 
(WEE, 2007). [2] However, it should be taken into account that the pole 
put up in a village or high voltage transmission line crossing a village are 
representing a permanent source of high voltage energy unit or electric-free 
magnetic field in a settled area. In this case its negative impact on health is 
not only long-term but everlasting.  Even if the high voltage did not cause 
deadly diseases, local population has the feeling that transmission lines are 
endangering their health.  This is a negative psychological impact on the 
society and eradication or mitigation of this factor should have been envis-
aged in the EIA. A question with regard to health was put during the public 
disclosure arranged in Stepantsminda Municipality. The question: “Are you 
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aware of the investigations carried out in Russia and England according to 
which the number of people with leukemia living in the limits of 200 meters 
from power transmission lines constitutes 80%?”

Answer: “During the last 30 years comprehensive studies have been 
carried out in the USA and the world to identify in what cases electromag-
netic fields have negative impact on the health and environment. A lot of 
scientific organizations agree that there has not been revealed any cause-
and-effect relation between the electromagnetic field and deterioration of 
health for those typical levels which we generally meet in living environ-
ment beyond the sanitary zone of power transmission lines.”[2]

Tsdo and Ksani-Stepantsminda power transmission lines are the parts 
of one big project. In EIA text we read.  “GSE” is going to construct 500 kW 
transmission line which will enable to take out electric power from Dariali 
and Larsi hydroelectric power plants under construction and from future Mt-
skheta-Mtianeti hydroelectric power plant and  connect them to the national 
net”. The mentioned units are a part of united energy network,  development 
of which was started by the Ministry of Energy and the information about 
which is clearly and vividly presented in a publication “2015-2025 Ten Year 
Plan of Georgian Transmission Net Development”.  The booklet includes the 
maps showing the state of transmission nets in 2025-2050. Schematic maps 
show that Georgian energy system is included in a united energy system 
with Russia, Turkey, Armenia and Azerbaijan.

“Social impact of power transmission line project should be considered 
in a wider context of power infrastructure development in the region and the 
country, the growth of power export and transit potential, as well as internal 
networks trustworthiness.” [2]

Construction of high voltage power lines is not counted on domestic 
consumption; in future they shall be joined by planned big hydroelectric 
power plants and the power lines are being prepared preliminarily for the 
export of the power produced by them.  The project designers relying on 
the advantageous transport and geographical location of Georgia state that 
“construction of power lines trustworthy network is necessary for stable 
power supply of the country, export and maximal use of the country tran-
sit potential. There is no alternative for the inclusion of main hydroelectric 
power plants located in north-eastern part of Georgia”. [2] They also admit 
that “new 500 kW Ksani-Stepantsminda power transmission line ... will 
strengthen Georgian energy transit corridor role in north-southern direc-
tion”. [2]

We have heard a lot about strategic transit geographical location of 
Georgia, but beginning from the Silk Road it has had both east-west as well 
as north-south directions. There are fundamentally opposite views concern-
ing this issue in the Georgian society and hence it is not admissible to take 
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such a decision without wide public discussions and active involvement of 
civil society. Because of that an important question arises: how necessary is 
it for Georgia to join such a network taking into account the current geo-po-
litical background?  Do we need to construct energy units which are in the 
interests of a country who has occupied a significant part of our country? 

If we go back to the recent historical developments, we will find out that 
the above mentioned united energy network is an energy project developed 
in 1920s under Lenin-Krzhizhanovski ideology which was called “United 
Plan of Russia Electrification” (the so called GoElRo) (appendix 3), Georgia 
being peripheral part of the plan together with South Caucasus. Surely, the 
Center of this system was Moscow. The mentioned project was ideological 
from the very beginning and the basic intention was to tie together differ-
ent conquered countries. Consumer attitude towards the environment was a 
part of this ideology and hence, “GoElRo” as the first-born of Lenin ideol-
ogy comprises in itself content of environment destruction. 2015-2025 Ten 
Year Plan of Georgian Transmission Network Development offered by the 
Ministry of Energy of Georgia is a translation of Lenin energy system and 
even worse, proceeding from the current geopolitical background and view-
ing the entire situation for Georgia as an independent state, such economic 
projects are bearing big threat in them. Among them are threats that are 
beyond the competence of the Ministry of Energy. Similar projects once 
more underscore the necessity of revising and reconsidering the overall en-
ergy policy of Georgia and the necessity of developing more stable and safe 
projects. 

If we go back to the Environmental Impact Assessment text we read 
that one of the sections of Ksani-Stepantsminda power transmission line 
will be very close (about 2 km) to the border of occupied territory cross-
ing uninhabited area on the hill-side with low passes. For the safety of the 
project it would be desirable that such a risk had also been identified in EIA 
which, unfortunately, did not happen.
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Annex 1. 

Information production concerning Sakdrisi-Kachagianicase. The data 
are calculated according to the number of articles published in the press dur-
ing 2013-2014. There were selected those journals and newspapers who had 
published over three articles concerning the issue.
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Annex 2. 

Yellow line of the map shows Ksani-Stepantsminda power transmission 
line; red thorny line indicates the occupied territory. The map very clearly 
shows how close the power transmission line is to the conflict zone.
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Annex 3. 

United Plan of Electrification of Russia, so called “GoElRo”.  Source: 
Soviet Encyclopedia. Red circles on the map marking signs of hydro energy. 
On the map of Georgia there are depicted Dariali and Larsi Hydro Electric 
Plants (planned then) and under construction at present.
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Annex 4. 

Sakdrisi-Kachagiani
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