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Georgia Essentials -

THE BASICS
Carrency Lan (GEL), divided into 100 tetri
Rate of exchange (Harch 2008)
USSI = GELI4Y
GEL29S
€1 = GELI0
Time GHT +4
Electricity 220v AC 50K, with European-standard
two-pin plugs
Intemaional telephone code +995
Uselul telephone numbers ({though you'll need to
speak Russian or Georgian):
Plice 02
Ambulance 03
Fire 01
Long-distance operator(]
Directory enquiries for Thilisi

09, clsewhere 05

KEY TO SYMBOLS

- International boundary
Districtpravince boundary
National park/mture reserve
Airport fiternationaldomestic)
Roads mainfather {tawn plans)

== Oneoway street {town plang)
Pedestrianised road {town plans)
Steps (sown plans)
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Urban gark
Market ares

MO Moo sationfterminus

Raibway statien

Ferry

Cable carffunicular

Bus station

Hotelinn etc

Resuaurant

Post office

Haspital

Cliniclpharmacy

Gardens
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e s L ST TR
Goodbye nakinamds
Thank you modiobt
Please inebet, tu shewdzleba
Tes diakh, ki, ho
L oo
ABBREVIATIONS & CODES
air conditioning
BéB bed and breakfast
i Tl board
HB half beard
" per person
b elephone
f fax
m mobile
e email
B Museum or art galery
B Casdoforshcion
W Ipornthistoric buiding
+  Church or cathedral
S Mosque
L Smagogue
§  BawaATM
§ Suwmeor monment
@ Theawrelinena
LI
D Sudum
» B sioplbusiness office (town plns)
®  Oher place of interest (town plans)
& Summit (height in mesres)
Escarpment
T Ughthouse

Main road with number (regionsl mags)
Other road (regional maps)

4 x Alrack (regional maps)

Featured trek (regionsl mags)
Footpath (regional maps & town plans)
Bt area

Pass

« Other place of interest (regional maps)
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Tim Burford studied languages at Oxford University. In 1991, affer five years as
a publisher, he began writing guidebooks for Bradr, firstly on h
Central Europe and then on backpacking and ecotourism in Latin America. He has
now written cight books for Bradr, as well as the Rough Guides 10 Romaria and
Alaska.

DEDICATION

For Chris and Natalie, to mark over 25 years of friendship.

Spending on feasting and wine is beer than hoarding our substance;
That which we give makes us richer, that which is haarded is lost

(Rustaveli)
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Introduction 21

Many things in Georgia are in a poor staic (the raads, hotels, postal system and
clectricity supply immediately come to mind), yet it's one of the most heare-
warming and exciting of all European destinations. This is above all due to its
people, wha are some of the most hospiuble and generous you could mect
anywhere. In addition you'll see fantastic scenery, including Europe's highest
mountains, and lovely ancient churches and cave-citics

This does in part beg the question of whether Georgia is in Europe, Asia, the
Middle East, or some other region; travellers can casily spend half their i
P i ne between Europe and Asia,
it's unclear which side is European and which is Asian, Armenia and Russia have
international phone codes in the European 03 serics, yet they are separated by
Georgia and Azerbaijan which have chosen codes in the Asian 009 series. Despite
this, in 2007 Georgia competed for the first time in the Eurovision Song Contest,
finishing in a very creditable owelfih place. Certainly the Georgians seem to spend
a lov of ig on their haunches in an Asian way waiting for the good
fmes to come around. yet civil socicty (non-governmental organisations, pressure
groups, a fair judicial system and so on) is stronger here than in the neighbouring
countries.

To illustrate the joys and perils of ravel in Georgia, here's an account of a cycle
trip in 1995:

In a month we managed o cover 1,000km on our bikes; however, we eould probably
have completed it in half the ume but for the Georgians taking Rustaveli to heart and
insisting that we share their food with them all the time, There was the man walking
by the side of the road who gave us the loaf of bread that he was carrying. There were
the policemen who constantly stopped us and, when we expected o have to show
our dy ion, merely wished to give us a or figs. Old women
would give us apples or walnues, people driving past in cars would pass out bubble
gum while on the move, the list goes on. We were constandy surprised and humbled
by the gencrosity of everyone from the count
nuny people’s homes, by cow herde tains, peasants in villages a
sophisticates in towns, In cvery houschold the inevitable botde was brought out and
the toasting bogan. ... needless to say, on some days our cy
curtailed after such mecetings

 the

Ella Truscott
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The country is dominated by onc main river, the Mkvari (Kura in/ Bhissian;

1,364km in total), which riscs in Turkey, entcrs G 5,

cast through Kardi and Thilisi and then through Azerbai

“The main river of western Georgia is the Rioni (327km) wh

ol Rachs through Kt o the lck Sy s -l
flows from Svane i J? itk

ke laes within Gebrgial, which flow through Kakheth L-r v Wbkt

and the headvwaters of the Terek (623km in all) which flows north into Russia and

wtuslly ino the Caspian Sca

The main centres of industey and populati

Rustavi through Thilisi, Gori, Zestapori, Kutis

only other major citics are two Black Sea ports, Batumi,

and Suklumi, in the secessionist republic of Abkhazi

1 lic along an cast-west axis, from
Samredi

car the Turkish border,

of which is wasted. There are over 500 different waters (both hot and cold), of
which most contain carbon dioxide, such as those from Borjomi v
Nabeghlavi; there are also sulphide, nitric and silicon waters (mostly hot),
those from Tskaltubo, Thilisi, Nunisi, Tkvartcheli and Makhinjauri, and ¢
Sukhumi and Aspindza in Abkhazia

At least 15% of Georgia is limestone, so it's not surprising that there are plenty
of fine caves; fow of them are sct up properly for visitors, but there are great
opportunities for exploring, The
fine recent discovery, and the Pantiukhin Cave ud:u ed to be the second deepest
in the world at 1,540m (5,050ft). The Tovlia Zave contains snow and ice far
underground but has been badly polluted by cavers’ rubbish, such as burnt carbide
from their lamps. The people of the Tskaltubo arca have unwittingly been
polluting their wn watcr supply by dumping garbage in caves; some have also
been used for agricultural storage and cven as hothouses.

gra,

GEORGIA'S REGIONS Gcorgia is much more regional and less centralised than the
other Transcaucasian countrics, and since independence there has been a marked
increase in the power of the regions vis-a-vis the centre. The country includes the
two autonomous republics of Abkhazia and Adjara, the formerly autonomous
region of South Ossetia, and ten administrative regions (mkhare). From cast to west

se i, Kvemo (Lower) Karti, Shida (Inner) Kardi (which now
cludes South Ossetia), Mrskheta-Mtianeu, Samtskhe-Javakheti, Imereti, Racha-
Lechkhumi, Samegrelo, Zemo (Upper) Svanet and Guria

Kakheti is the casternmost region of Georgia, projecting into Azcrbaijan; it's
known almost entirely for its vine growing and win Kvemo (Lower)
lies to the south of Thilisi, across the routes to Armenia; it's largely inhabited
by people of Azerbaijani origin who produce much of the food sold in the markets

Thilisi. Alll]n\q_h there are secessionist te 4 in 1992-95 there was
some sabotage of pipelines and railways, both the Georgian and Azerb
governments are keen to keep things calm. Further west, around Lake Talka, is a
population of Greeks raising livestock and growing potatoes. In general the people
of Kvemo Kartli arc reformist, wanting to be allowed to make money, while the
Kakhetians arc conservative, with plenty of old-style communists whe want to be
left alone with their win

Kartli is the heartland of castern Georgia: with a population of 343 00

it produces 5-10% of Georgia's industrial oneput as well as most of s fruit, It niow
theoretically includes the autonomous region of South Ossetia (also known as
Samachablo, with a population of about 70,000), which has now more or less
seceded.
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Mitskheta-Mtianeti, to the north of Thil
Highway, the main route t Russia; it's an agricultural area with
in the lower region a 1 in the high mountai lndlwgr
Mitskheta and Dushen, 1 ski resort is at Lv\ld—'ll\h

Samtskhe-Javakheti covers e high empty volca < of
southwest of Ge 90% of the population is Armeni :.K:iu :i i
area is largely autonomous, Few speak € 1 and they arfl dofebrEdAHEY
into the Georgian army; however, the Russian army base near Akhal‘mhk\
(which closed n army. 1t's a harsh area and
its few agricultural products rarely reach markets due o the poor road and rail
links. Javakheti, near the present border of Armenia and Turkey, was settled by
Armenians in the 19th century, after the Russian conquest of the arca; here and
in Meskheti, o the west, there was also a heavily Islamicised population of
largely Georgian stock, the so-called Meskhetian Turks, whe were deported to
ntral Asia in 1944 and have still not been permitted to return. There’s livtle
industry, apart from some low-grade coal and Swiss and French investment in
sugar plants. There's now a road crossing to Turkey at Vale (and another planned
at Cildir), and work on the 98km extension of the railway from Akhalkalaki to
Kars in Turkey finally got under way in late 2007. This will link Azerbaijan with
Turkey, and thus Kazakhstan and China with Europe, moving freight faster th
the Trans-Siberian. It will carn Georgia about US$150 million per year in tran
fecs, but was held up by opposition fram the US-Armenian lobby, who see it as
another way to isolate their homeland.

Georgia’s second city is Kuwisi, capital of Imereti; 10-25% of Georgian
industrial production is based here, although this share is declining — it's largely
dependent on the Chiatura mine (which used to produce a quarter of the Soviet
Union’s manganese) and the connected ferro-alloys plant at Zestaponi,

Samegrelo (or Mingrelia), in the northwest of Georgia, has historically had a
considerable degree of autonomy, partly because the Mingrelian dialect is almaost
anintelligible to the people of Thilisi. Politically the arca is still strongly associated
with Zviadism and opposition to the central government. The regional capital,
Zugdidi, is now overloaded with refugees but benefits from illicit trade with
zia. The subtropical climate makes tea and citrus fruits imporant crops,
edidi has produced poreelain and Senaki carpets. Exports of
e crashed since the end of the Soviet Union and many plantations are now
being replanted with hazel trees.

To the north of Kut
foothills of the Caucasus; |I1c only roads here are v
of the hills. Winters are harsh, with much of the pupu\umu dec.
city, but nevertheless Racha manages to produce both tea and wi
towns of Racha are Ambrolauri and Oni, both little more than villages.
Lentekhi, capital of Kvemo Svancti, is maller. Kvemo (Lower) Svancti was
historically part of the feudal system of western Georgia, while Zemo (Upper)
Svaneti was always self-governing and has developed a far seronger cultural
identity. With its stunning Caucasian landscape, its defensive towers, its
ng music and its superb and ancient icons, Zemo Svaneti is the area to
which all the more enterprising tourists to Georgia are drawn, like moths to the”
flame

Guria, 2 small swampy region on the coast south of Poti, is known for its
subtropical crops, stunningly complex polyphonic songs and the humour of its
people. People usually come here en route to Adjara, which dominates Georgia's
trade both across the Turkish border and through the port of Batumi. Wi
trade, subtropical agriculture, beach tourism and son

straddles the Georgian

ilitary
v

)
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Adjara is a prosperous republic
Finally, the autonomous republic of Abkhazia, in the extreme
Georgia, has effectively seceded; its borders are closed and tqup¥
til secession this was perhaps the mose 5.m!3:£}ﬁ.,
of the entire S Union. Its exports are citrus fruits, hazelnuts and’timbet, so
there is some tax re nd arrangements have been madé & FarGREHpfer
produced by the Inguri hydro-clectric station between Geongiine (rkhige by
itll be a long time before normality retms.

CLIMATE

There’s quite 2 wide range of climates in Georgia, from the warm, humid,
subtropical Black Sea coast, via the colder, wet, alpine climate of the High
Caucasus, to the arid steppes of the east.
the mountams range from an average —4.6°C in February, to
nd August, with an annual average of 5.7°C. In §
winter lasts for eight months, with an average temperature of ~—15°C:
colder an the high bare plateau of Javakheti where temperatures drop to
On the coast of Adjara, temperatires range from 5.8°C in January t 23.8°
August, with an annual average of 14.5°C; on the Abkhaz coast temperatures are
slightly lower in winter, noticeably warmer i April and May, but virtually the
\ summer. In castern Georgia temperatures range from 0.5°C i
January to 23°C in August, with an annual average of 11.8°C. and in the south
they range from ~2.1°C in January to 20.1°C in August, with an average of
9.1°C

The weather in the Caucasus is more stable than in the Alps. In June there may
still be too much snow for high hikes: July and August have the best weather, but
even then it can drop to ~10°C at 3,000-3,500m. Lower altitudes can often be hot
and humid at this time of year, and the inhabitants of Thilisi and Kutaisi flec to the
coast or the mountains.

Precipitation ranges from 2,800mm in Abkhazia and Adjara to 300-600m
the east (with 462mm in Thilisi), and about 1800mm at the main Caue
passes. There's an average of 1, 520 hours of sunshine per year (four-seven
hours per day) in Thi

Hosth Hamidity % Rain

mxC aC ma € molmin o mx omn o mm
Jamaary 70 [0 Wi BRI
february N bl 1803 T oAl
Harch - bl sl 5501 a3 15K il
Aol i (9l A “ n8
Moy oo Tl 15053 WL s A)sbe T8
June Bl 6 514 M
Joy st st 66 T B}
Nagust oM 8666 P B}
September TRV R ] o8
October W38 swso s a8 Hod
November Wi = by 0§ sl T8k bl 5 1001
December Bipe ik . w3 Wi e Ay



NATURAL HISTORY AND CONSERVATION

Despite its small size, Georgia is ccologically very interesting, Loeat , he
forests of northern Eurasia and the tropical deserts of Irag_and|
incorporating Europe’s highest mountins and a subtropical \coasdine; h
Europe’s highest level of biodiversity and is a route for many mij

specics. It is characterised by its complex interaction of west A@mdﬁ;ﬂﬂ;&ﬁm
and purely local communities. There's a wide variety of plang s ep iy
examples of almost all the main habitat types found in Europe and somie f‘Eﬂ
in Asia; many are highly valuable in terms of biodiversity. inclu
coniferous forests, meadows, wetlands, peat bogs, and lakes; coniferous and beech
forests; oak woodlands: untain gorges; unique Colchic forests with
evergre and sub-M, it
steppe grasslands; arid light woodlands; and riparian shrub and forest vegetation
along the rivers such as the Alazani and Mtkvari

Forest covers 2.7 million hectares (36.7% of Georgia’s arca), of which only
59,500ha is artificially planted; around 6% of the natural forest is virgin, and 40%
has avoided serious human impact.

Overall, Georgia can be split into two main biogeographical regions: firstly the
Colchic and Caucasian districts, forest landscapes with plenty of autochthonous
animals and plants, and others related to middle and eastern European species; and
secondly the uplands of the Lesser Caucasus and the Mkvari district, with species
related in some places to Anatolia and the Middle East, and in others o the arid
and semi-arid Turanian region, beyond the Caspian. Between these two main
regions are mixed zones, notably the Borjomi Gorge and the Trialeti Ridge, as well
25 the southem slopes of the | castern Gieorgia.

The Colchic (or Euxine) distri ost of western Georgia, between the
the Meskhetian Mountains, the Surami Ridge and the High Caucasus;
ate is mild and humid, rarely frcczing and with a metre or more of
iration each year, and the characteristic landscape is subtropical forest with

underwood of many Tertiary relicts (such as
s offcimals, Tlex aquifolium and Rhododendron ponticum).
ucasus district lies to the north at 2,000m and higher, with a severe
:nd over a metre of precipitation per year. It harbours some of the most
«ctive temperate coniferous and deciduous forests in Eurasia,
mngmgvm]l altitude from subalpine beechwoods (half of the country’s forested
area), dark coniferous forests and crook-stem woods to subalpine, alpine and
subnival plant commu nd, above these, bare nival (ie: dominated by snow)
Landscapes. Its borders arc fluid, with many " Colehic elements in the west, and
Turanian elements in the cast; on the northern slopes there are many
wopean and boreal species.
The plateanx of the Lesser Caucasus arc largely trecless grassland, cither
subalpine meadows or mountin sccppes, as well as forest and scmi-arid steppes.
There’s a severe ¢ e, with annual pre tion berween just
400mm and 800mm. The Mtkvari district covers much of Kartli and Kakheu, and
is largely arid and semi-arid steppe, with xerophytic Turan 10-Tranian)
s predominating, and forested only along the banks of the Mekvari. Theres
ate, rarcly dropping below ~5°C, with under 400mm of

precipitation per year.

The ‘mixed” zones, at the borders of these main zones, are the most biologically
nating regions of Georgia. There are three main mixed zones: firsdy the
northern slopes of the Trialeti Ridge, from the northwestern side of Thilisi to the
Borjomi Gorge, mostly dry deciduous mountain forests with a temperate climate

7
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and 400-800mm of precipitation per year - the fauna and flora are mostly
Caucasian, with some Tura and Colchic elements, and
secondly the forests of eastern Georgia, which are relatively sifila ialeti
forests, but with more T ts — the climate is s cal) .’szuh
400-600mm of precipitation: nallest but mdst intergéing i the

Borjomi Gorge,which has a well-balanced range of clements figyjaf ey o
(although Turanan clements arc scarce) with & mild scfipizsia i}mu i
800-1,200mm of precipitation per year. The gorge marks ZH) i P Lcl AHk
humid west and the arid east, and berween Mediterrancan and Taranian fauna

Endemie species comprise about 9% of Georgia's flora, a surprisingly high
proportion for so small a country, with another 5% endemic to the Caucasws, The
highest proportion (for instance §7% of western Georgian screc flora) is in certain
mountain areas which were turned into ishinds when the seas rose around 15
million years ago, in the Miocenc epoch; the surrounding areas have since dried out
and gone their own way biologically, while the humid subtropical forests of the
mountains have survived largely unchanged, and many species there now have their
closest relatives in Anacolia and Europe. Indeed the only relative of the Cancasian
parsley frog (Pelodyies ccasicu) is ! panctatus in France and northern Spain, while
the nearest relative of the Caucasian salamander (Mertensilla cavcasica) and M.
Husehani (in Greece and southnwest Tarkey) s the gold-striped salumander (Chioglosa
lusianica) in Portugal and northwestern Spain. The population dynamics of the
Cancasian salamander and rock lizards are particularly fiscinating to scientists, with
lots of more o less distince species living together,
Somme of the lizards also live in all- p
(asexually). There’s g micro-evolutionary rescarch to be dor
but the potential is almost unknown to foreign scientists, The most interesting areas
are the Meskheti ridge (from Bavumi to Borjomi), Lagodekhi (in northern Kakheti),
and also the lower-lying Colchic forests,

o

FLORA Georgia baasts around 4,200 specics of vascular plants (inchding 153 trees
and 11 lianas), of which 380 ar¢ endemic to scorgia and about 600 o the
and berween 8400 and 10,000 cryptogamons o spo : plants
(including between 7,000 and 21,000 fungi, 2,600 algac and seaweeds, 675 mosses,
738 lichen and 74 fems). Ten species are cxtinet, notably the chickpea (Cice
arictintn), the Georgian el (Ulmus georgica), the Transcaucasian poplar (Populus
transcancasica) and the El ¢ (Pns eldarica), which is now only in Azerbaijan.
Fifty species are in a critical state, including the fern (Qsmunda regalis), the
Mingrelian birch (Betwla megrelica), the Colchic water chestu (Trapa colelrica), and
i ecies are now rare, including
o camomile (Anthemis saguramica)
a digitata; about 140 are scriously reduced,
including the joint-pine (Ephedra distachpa), a red-berried undershrub
(Pachyphragnia mracrophyllam and the Mediterrancan caper (Capparis. spinosa).
Others of interest include: Campanuda. prirabils, found only in’ one gorge in
Abkhazia; Iis tberca, only in the souteast of Georgia; Hypericun thethrobicun, only
i; Senecio rhombifolias, a Caucasian endemic found throughout Georgia:
Solidag turfosa, in peat bogs; Epigaca gaultherioides, in the Colchic forests; Heracleun
sommieri, in subalp bias; Rhiododend in alpine habitars;
and Delphinitnt cancasicum, in subnival habitats, Around 2,000 vascular speeies are
of cconomic value (for timber, fruits, dyes, oils, fodder, and medicinal properties),
and at least 150 fungi are edible.
Lowl olchic forests are dominated by oak (Quercns pedurciflora, Q)
hartwissiana, Q. imeretina), chestiut (Castanea sativa) and lime (Tikia sp), while higher
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regions are covered by beech (Fagus orientalis), fir (Abies nordmanniana) and spruce
(Picea orientalis), with an evergreen understorey. At subalpine levels there argrepook-
stem and dwarf forests of birch (Bewla linvinowii, B. raddeana, B, ymedy
megrelica) and oak (Q. pontica). Other trees and shrubs found in the
lude harnbeam (Carpinus caucasica), pine (Pinus kachiana, P
(Juniperus foetidissima, J. polycarpus), pistachio (or mrpu i
boxwood (Buws coldhica), cherry-laurel (L.
bladder-nut (Staplylea colchica), Colchic hazel (C nrylm ol Hhefldptidton
(Rhrododdendron ponticum, R. Intewm, R. cancasicnmr, R. ungernii, R. smimoui). rowan
(mountain ash; Sorbus subfiusce), wing-nut (Picrocarya pierocarpa), Caucasian wing-
nut (P fraxinifolia), small-leaved el (Zelkova carpinifolia) and the extremely rare
strawberry tree (Arbutus andrachne).

The High Caucasus is also rich in endemics; on the southern slopes at lower to
mid altitude there's thick deciduous forest, which on the southwestern slopes is
described as ‘temperate rain forest’ (altho it falls far short of Chilean or British
Columbian standards). Then benween Im and about 2,300m there’s mixed
deciduous-coniferous forest of birch, dwarf rowan and rhododendron (the lilac-
flowered R. poriicum below and the bright yellow R. futennr at the forest limit), with
spectacular flowers in clearings and on the forest edges, such as the yellow Turk's
cap lily (Lilium monadelphnnr). purple bellflower (Campanuda latifalia), columbine
(Aquilegia olympica), fragrant orchid (Gynmadenia conopsea), butterfly orchid
(Platanthera chlorantha), and marsh orchids (Dadiylorhiza spp). Around Mestia, for
instance, yow'll also find red hellcborine (Cephalanthera rbra), tall pink campion
(Silene sp), large yellow lovscstrife (Lysintachia prnctaia), henbane (Hyoscyamus m
Datura sp), endemic giant hogweed (Heraclewn sommiieri), hollyhocks (Akea sp), as
well as white fosgloves, yellow cinquefoil, and wild seawberrics and gooseber

Above the weeline (berween 1,800m and 2,400m) are subalpine meadows,
which are very lush to the west: herbaceous plants include masterwort (Astrantia
sp). maroon louscewort (Pedicularis sp), bistort (Polygonim bistorta), lilics, columbine,
delphinium, ranunculus, bellflowers, orchids, campion, vetch, scabious, pansics
and cornflowers. Above these you'll sce the white-flowered  Rhododendron
cancasicum, and alpine meadows (up to 3,000m), home to perennials, many in
rosettes or cushions. These include spring gentians (Gentiana vema pont
Pyrenean gentian (G. sepemfida, G awluenica), purple oxlip (Prinvula elatior meyer, P
algid, P anriculata and P bayerni), pink cinquefoil (Porentilla oweriana) and yellow
cinquefoil (P ruprechiii), sandwort (Arenaria sp). chickweed (Cerastium
undulatifolium), fleabane (Erigeron sp) and dwarf forget-me-not (Myosoris sp),
Snowdon lily (Lloydia sertina), rock-jasmine (Androsace villosa and A. albana),
whidlow grass (Draba bryoides) and wild pansies (Viola cancasica, Pulsarilla aurea),
fumitory (Corydalis conorhiza, C. alpestris), fritillaries (Fritillaria latifolia), the white
Anemone impexe and yellow A. speciosa, prophet flower (Aniebia pulchra, Trollins
s}, and finally. saxifrages, bellflowers and buttercups.

Many native plants have suffered from an increase in trade: in 1994, 515,000
m. bs of the snowdrop (Galanthas ikeriae), a species listed in Appendix If of the

nvention on Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES),
were illegally collected in Georgia and subsequently exported by Turkish traders o
western Europe. Other species have also been affected by this illicit trade,
including wild cyclamen (Cyclanten spp) and snowflakes (Lencojun: spp).

FAUNA There are 105-110 specics of mammals (the highest number in any
European country), over 350 species of birds (253 nesting), about 52 reptiles and
13 amphi around 160 fish, and thousands of invertebrates (including 290
molluses, 150 homoptera and cight lepidoptera). Nearly a quarter of the mammals,
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repiles and amphibians are endemic to the Caucasus. Twventy-one s of
mamnals, 33 birds, and ten reptiles and amphibians are listed as rge; I}lW fed
or endangered; these include the goite sian gazelle (Gazella bl
which probably became extinet in Georgia in the 1960s, llmu;;l} is still ftind )Z
Azerbaijan. The striped hyena (Hyaena hyaena) and Caucasiany leopard b
pardus ciscaucasia) were thought to have met the same fare, but a:fil - n[ﬂdan‘
a few remain in the arid steppes of southastern Georgia. Twdsre ddd bk
critically endangered: the Kazbegi birch mouse (Sicista kazbegica) and the
Mediterrancan monk seal (Monachus monachus). Large mammals, such as red deer,
bear, wolf, boar, lynx, golden jackal, ibex, chamois, wild goats and wild sheey
(moufflon) arc found almost exclusively in the High Caucasus. Hower
populations of many species have been halved in recent years, largely duc w
increascd poaching; wildlife has fled from conflicts in the northern Caucasus
(notably Chechnya) and from the south in Azerbatjan, then been shot in Georgia
(partly by hunters from Russia).

[

Mammals There arc four species of wild goat: the west Caucasian tr (Capra
coucasica), the east Cancasian tur or Daghestanian goat (C. cylindricomis), bezoar or
pasang (C. acgragus) and chamois (Rupicapra mapicapra), and all are suffering from
being hunted. The bezoar has been in decline since the 19th century, and there’s
now a maximum of 100 on the northeastern slopes of the High Caucasus. The
Daghestanian goat, endemic to the eastern Caucasus, is endangered, with i
population falling from about 5,000 in 1985 w 3,500 in 2005; the west Cauc:

tur, endemic to the western Caucasus, is listed as vulnerable, but its population
also been halved from around 5,000 in 1985. The chamois is endangered, its
population having fallen from around 6,000 in 1985 to barely 1,000 mn 1993;
however, there are many more in the Carpathians and Alps.

The red deer (Cervus elaphas maral) is also endangered by an increase in hunting;
in castern Georgia numbers fell from 2,500 in 1985 to 880 in 1994, and an
ated total of 1,500 in the whole of Georgia. Lil Iyme (Flis lynx
orientalis) has fallen from over 500 in 1990 to just 100 now. The wolf is also
ngered, and the bear is vulnerable, its numbers having fallen from over 3,000
¢ 19805 to under 600. In fact the main hazard for hikers in the mountains is
hgaaz or Caucasian sheepdog, used 1o guard sheep: this supposedly gende
mant (in medieval times visiting ambassadors would nervously ask for the lion next
to the throne to be removed) is seen s a national treasure, and competitive shows
(often won by Aslan Abashidze!) are very popular. Bear gall, as well s skins and
horns, are smuggled to Turkey. Tougher legislation is under consideration and
bounties are no longer paid for killing animals that attack flocks, while
reintraduction programmes are underway for wolves and other large mammals,

Mid-sized mammals in the mountains include the badger (Meles meles), pine
marten (Martes martes), stone marten (M. foina), marbled polecat (Fonnela peregusna),
wild cat (Felis silvestris), fox (Vilpes vnlpes), hare (Lepus europacus) and weasel (Mustela
nivalis), which here fills the niche of the marmat, scavenging in campsites. Other
endangered specics include the jungle cat (Felis dhaus) whose range stretches fr
here to Indochina, the European otter (Lutra lutra), the Caucasian mink (Mustella
lutreola caucasica) and golden jackal (Canis aurens). The Persian squirrel (Sciurus
anomalus) is suffering from an invasion by the European squirrel (S. valgaris).

Twelve species of small mammals are endangered or vulnerable, largely due o
over-grazing or agricultural expansion: these include the red-backed vole
(Clethrionomys glareolus ponticus), the Transcaucasian golden hamster (Mesocricetus
brandri), the pygmy or grey hamster (Cricetulus migratoring), the shrew (Sonx
soliuching), the birch mice (Sicista caucasica, . kluchkorica, S. kazhegica) and the
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up into isolated groups. Many of these are endemic to the “Gat

“Transcaucasian golden hamster; the black-chested hamster (M. righfed);

y S. raddei, S. caucasica) and the water shrew (Keomys

o (S, caucasica, S. Kluchorica, S. kazbegics, aack 5.

“aucasian moles (Talpa caucasic, 'ﬁ%@ﬁn;ﬂ&mﬁ’

T nasaroni); the yellow-b I mouse (Apod fvipectns), s Shetius HIpblklids)
and hybrids with the house mouse (Mus nusculus).

Prometheus mole vole (Prometheomys shaposhnikowi), most of which hav ﬁ&,
il

Cetaceans There's been litdle rescarch on the cetaceans of the Black Sea, but the
harbour porpoise (Phoetorna phoecoend), bottlenosed dolphin (Tursiops truncatas) and
common dolphin (Delphinus delphis) are all present

Reptiles There are around 52 species of reptiles in Georgia (the toul keeps
changing as lizards are reclassified), 25% of which are endemic to the Caucasus.
The dominant lizard species is Lacerta praticola, while L. rudis, L. desjugini, L. parvula,
L. mixta, L. valentini, L. unisexvalis, L. clarcorum, L. valentini and L. mixta may or may
ot be separate species. Much the same applics o the Vipera (pelias) kaznakovi
complex. Threatened specics include Schncider's skink (Eumeces scheideri), the
lidless skink (Ablephanis pantonicus), the leopard snake (Elaphe sitnla) ~ perhaps the
most beautiful in Europe — and the Transcaucasian ratsnake (E. fohenackeri), the
dwearf snake (Eirenis collaris), the boigine snake (Malpolon monspesulanus), the
raccrunner (Eremias arguta), the turtle (Clonmys (Manrentis) caspica caspica), the
snake-eyed lizard (Ophisops elpgans) — the commonest lizard in the Anatolian
steppes, the javelin sand boa (Enpx jaculus), the garter snake (Natrix megalocephiala),
the Caucasian viper (Vipera kaznakori), the Transcaucasian long-nosed or sand viper
(V. anmmodytes transcaucasiana), the Levanti er (V7 lebetina obinsa) ~ the giurza, up
to 1.8m in length, 17 dinnicki and Lacerta dahli

Amphibians Georgia's amphibians consist of four species of Caudata: the
Caucasian salamander (Mertensiella cancasica), the banded newt (Tritnrus vittan
ophryticus), the smooth newt (1: vulgaris kintzi), and the southern crested newt (I
eristatus karcliné) and nine species of Anura ~ the frogs and toads (Pelobates syriacus
syriacus, Pelodpies caucasicus, Bufo viridis viridis, B.. vermucosissimus, Hyla arborca
ielkownikowi, H. saviguyi, Rana R. camerani, and R. ridibunda). A quarter
of these are endemic to the Cancasus (Mertensiella caucasica, Pelodytes cawcasicus, Bufo
vernicosissimns, and hybrids of Rana macrocnenris and Hyla arborea). The Caucasian
salamander is in fact found only in the Lesser Caucasus of Georgia and Turkey, not
the High Caucasus. Pelobates syriacus, Mertensiella_cancasica, and probably Hyla
savignyi are threawened, and Pelodytes caucasicus, Bufo  vernacosissinus and Rana
macroenemis are in decline.

Fish A quarter of fish species are also endemic to Georgia: the sturgeon (Acipenser
wudiventris) is probably extinet in Georgia, while A. guldenstadii and A. surio are
endangered. Eastern European fish have been introduced inta the lakes of the
Javakheti Plateau, virtually wiping out local fish species; the Crucian carp (Canassis
aarassius) is also harming newt populations.

Birds Georgia acts as a ‘funnel for birds migrating from their breeding grounds in
Siberia and northern Europe to their winter homes, so it’s hardly surprising that
very few'are endemic to the Caucasus, and even these are subspecies rather than
distinet species. Twenty species are endangered: the lammergeyer or bearded
vulture (Gypactus barbatus), the black or cinercous vulture (Aegypins monadhus), the
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griffon vulre (Gyps fivus), the Egyptian vulture (Neaphon p-mmplmu) the
l &

(Circactus gallicus), the marsh harrier (Cirens aengginosus), the Imperial
heliaca) and lesser-spotted cagle (A. pomarina) — the Georgian po sl
under 85 pairs, the golden eagle (. durysactos), the booted eagle (Hieradriys femai 1]
the Caucasian snowcock (Tewaogallus cancasicns). the black. fignofip. (e
fuancolinus), the grey pantridge (Pendix perdix), the black m.m i yfj
spoonbill (Platalea lencordia), the crane (Grus grus), the dmumsﬂ h[
virgn) and the glossy ibis (Plegadis fuleinellis), as well, probably, as some wuudpcckrs
and passerines. Ceraainly the Syrian woodpecker (Dendrovopus syriacus) is vulnerable,
as, amazingly, is the pheasant (Phasianns colchicus); having taken over the world it is
suffering in its land of urigin from loss of forest and increased hu
Many raptors migrate along the flyway down the Black Sea coas
live year-round in the High s, but the population has droppe
pairs to 20 pairs in the last 30 y tountains but can ofien be
seen hunting in the semi 3 reja; other mountain specics include
the Caspian snowcock (Tetmaogalls caspins) ~ from the Eastern Caucasus to Iran, the
Caucasian snowcock (T caucasicus) - mare 1o the west, and the Caucasian black
grouse (Tetrao (Lynarus) mlokosiewiczd) — typically Caucasian, and probably a relict
an isolated population of the alpine finch or great roscfinch
fla), which otherwise lives in central Asia: the scarlet grosbeak (€.
erpihrinus) breeds from Sweden to Japan and passes through to winter bevween Iran
and China. An endemic subspecies of the rock partridge (Alectoris gracca) (which is
Kept as a domestic fowl in Armenia) can be seen near the snowline.

Other specics found in the High Caucasus include Kruper's nuthatch (Sitta
kruperii), the white-winged or Guldenstadt's redstart (Phoenicurns erythrogaster),
Radde’s accentor (Prunella ocularis), the red-fronted serin (Serims pusillns), the grey-
necked bunting (Entberizia buchanani) and rock bunting (E. cia). the alpine accentor
(Prumella collaris). the redwing (Turdus fiacus) ~ only in winter - and a subspecics of
ay (Garmulus glandarius krynicki).

In the deserts you may find the wumpeter bullfinch (Rhodopedhys sanguinea), the
rufous bush robin, or tgai nightingale (Cercorichas galactotes), the chukar (Alectoris
clkar) and, in winter, greac bustard (Otis tanda) and Tiele bustard (O, ietrax).

Perhaps the most important bird habitas are the wetlands of the Black Sea coast
and the Javakheti Platcau, where you may sce migratory birds such as white
spounbills (Platalea leucorodia), red-breasted geese (Rufibrenta mficoilis), red-necked
grebe (Podiceps grisigena), white pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus), Dalmatian pelican (12
crispus), squacco heron (Ardeola ralloides), great white cgret (Andea alba), lirde cgret
Egretta garzetta), white stork (Ciconia ciconia), black stork (C. nigra), glossy ibis
(Plegadis falcinellus), ruddy shelduck (Tadoma fermuginea), ferruginous duck (Aydhya
uyroca), and ather ducks, herans, geese and cormorants.

lammergeyer
from 40

CONSERVATION Royal hunting reserves known as korugi (similar to Britain's New

e first mentioned in the Law Book of Vakhtang V1 (1709). Georgia's first
erve in the modern sense was created in 1912 to protect the wolves of the
sorge; by the end of the Sovict cra there were 15, totalling 168,800ha
or 2.4% of the country's arca). in addition to forests and other protected
1es. now covering a total of 4.4% of the country. The WWF (now the Worldwide
Fund for Nature) set up an office in 1989, and started to create a Western-style
s of Protected Arcas, with a hicrarchy from Protected Landscapes through
Nature Reserves to National Parks; in March 1996 Parliament declared the law on
Protected Arcas, creating the first National Park, at Borjomi. This replaces the
Soviet zakazmik system of wotally closed reserves with a flexible system allowing
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sustainable use of many arcas. President Shevardnadze has announced a *Gift to the
Earth’ which will increase protected areas to 20% of the conntry's area.
also signed the International Convention on Biodiversity in 1994,
agreement in 1996. Land privatisation began in 1992; by mid 1
land (around 20% of all agricultural land) had been privatised, an
me made farmers the official owners onhcp‘@\
Tunters have required permits, but this has generally been i
Environmental Protection Inspectorate (or the ecological wmm«!ddﬂ.ﬂ
initially had no budget except what was provided by international donors,

The WWF has also set up an environmental education programme: waching the
teachers, making TV programmes, and opening Ecocentres for school groups in
Kazbegi (1995), Bakuriani (1996) and, in 1999 and 2000, Thilisi, Telavi and
Batumi Maore are to follow in Lagodckhi, Akhmeta and Vashlovani, and later in

ishi, Sataplia, Chacuna and lori.

ment in Georgia, which grew out of a 1989
campaign against a pla vaneti; the Georgian Greens are now affiliated
to Friends of the Earth, and Zurab Zhvania, ex-speaker of parliament, was first
elected as a member of the Green Party. Since 1991 they have been campaigning
against the truly dreadfual pollution of the Black Sea and for a sustainable forestry
industry; the government imposed a tax of US$46 per m’ of timber, but the IMF
forced its withdrawal. Nuclear issues have a high profile, even though the research
reactor in Muskhera was closed in 1990, and plans for a second nuclear power
station in Armenia were abandoned in 1996 afier big protests. In 1997, 11
servicemen on the Red Army’s former Lilo base near Thilisi devels upgd skin bu
which after three months (and no help from the Russia
radiation burns; eventually nine radiation sources were found, including stores of
depleted uranium bullets and capsules from Geiger counters. Around 300
radiation sources were found at the former nuclear missile base of Vaziani, 30km
cast of Thilisi. Russia has been unable or unwilling to provi
which led to large demonstrations at the Russian embassy in 1998, In add
strontium fall-out from Chernobyl

The oil pipelines across Georgia have undergone surprisingly swrict and de
Envi I Impact Assessments, but there’s scep about the standards in
Azerbaijan and the central Asian states.

Seorgia has ind many environmental problems, largely due to Soviet
industrialisation, with pollution by oil, heavy metals and fertilisers, disrupred water-
catchment areas, and erosion due to uncontrolled logging and over-grazing. The
numbers of sheep in the mounta saill 2.5 times optimum levels, and 30% of
pastures are affected by erosion, silt from which covers spawning beds. Forests and
wetlands continue to be converted to farmland, causing serious ecological damage

However, what foreigners notice at once is the amount of litter strewn around,
especially along main roads (Georgians don't even notice it).

©

RY

It can be said that the history of Georgia goes back to the dawn of time. Noah's son
Thargamos settled in the land of Japhet, somewhere between the Ararat and
Caucasus mountains; the Georgians claim descent from him via his great- alldwn
Karthlos (while the Armenians clim descent from his brother Haik), a

therefore stll call themselves Karthians, or Kartvelebs, and their cuumry
Sakartvelo. Protohuman remains about 1.8 million years old and human remains
about 200,000 years old have been found (ar Dmanisi} as well as Palcolithic
artefacts. By the 2nd millennium B, ribes were on the verge of stachood, and
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THE MYTH OF JASON AND THE ARGO

In Greek mythology, Jason was the son of Aeson, King of
Thessaly. After his uncle Pelias seized the throne Jason was
GwmmMdeun(&wmmmdmmnwhsmorw
the north of the Caucasus, where men were first seen riding -
sﬂwwl Pelias ordered him to bring him the legendary Gajda, Fefelfidi ) § )
Colchis, expecting never to see him again. Jason built a ship called the Argo, and
assembled a crew of 50, induding such heroes as Hercules, Orphws.Thcims.
Castor and Pollux. After over monsters and sed . they:
at last reached Colchis, where the king, Aetes (son of Helios and brother of Circe
and Phaethon), agreed to give Jason the fleece if he succeeded in further trials such
a yoking two fire-breathing bulls to a plough and sowing the dragon's teeth of
Cadmus (which sprouted as armed men). He won the love of Medes, daughter of
Aetes and a sorceress who gave her name to the science of medicine; she secretly
helped him win the fleece and escape from Colchis. They retumed 1o lolcus,
supposedy sailng up the Danube and carying the Argo overland to the Adriatic.
Pelias was killed but his son drove Jason and Medea from the dity; they took the
fleece to Orchemenus in Boetia, and settled in Corinth, living there for many years.
Jason abandoned Medea when he fell in love with King Creon's daughter Glauce:
Medea took revenge by making a magic robe that bumed to death both father and
«daughter. For breaking his vow to Medea, Jason was condemned to be a wanderer
until, as an old man, he at last retumed to Corinth and was kifled when the prow
of the Argo fell over and crushed him.

The Jason myth dates from around 1400B< but the definitive compilation came
mnmmmxwmmdmamm
worked out their actual route; it was a
of the great Library of Alexandria, uﬁdﬂe&m%ﬂemq‘hmm‘

The first voyage myth, it is in part a metaphor for the expansion of Greek trade,
the fleece and Medea's gifts of magic ofl and stone being exchanged for technology,
represented by hamessing bulls and ploughing. The legend of the fleece itself arose.
from the use of sheep fleeces to trap particles of gold from mountain streams in the
countries around the Black Sea, as witnessed by the writers Patrick Laigh Fermor in
Romania and Tim Severin in Georgia.

Medea and her father King Actes probably did live between the 14th and 13th
centuries BC on the Black Sea coast. Cerrainly the state of Colchis (Kolkhida or
E sted here by the 9th century B, when tribute was demanded by Assyria,
k trading ports by the 6th century be. The oldest (and somewhat lurid)
rgia is by Xenophon who retreated from Persia at the end of the 5th
century 1C. In the east of the country the state of Kartli (known to th cks as
Iveria) was created by one of Alexander the Great's gencrals, overthrown in 3358¢
by King Parnavaz L In the Ist century BC it was an ally of Rome, ruled for a time
by Mithridates IV Eupator, King of Pontus, who turned against Rome and also

ed Colehis. He was finally beaten in the Third Mithridatic War (66-658c) by
. who incorporated Colchis into the Roman Empire, although few traces
remain. Iveria continued as a Roman satellite state until AD298, when Rome signed
4 treaty with Persia, recognising the Persian-born Mirian 111 as King of Iveria; he
founded the Chosroid dynasty which ruled for two centurics. In the 4th and 5th
centuries C il i
AD337 Min 3
shave from Cappadocia. Thus Georgia became the world's second Christian state,

account of G
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preceded only by Armenia. By the end of the 5th century the Chosroid King
Vakhtang Gorgasali (An442-502) ruled a feudal state which included,
Ossetia and much of Armenia; he moved the capital of Kartli

Thilisi, and secured autocephalous (self-governing) status for
However, from the mid fith century the Persians took control a
the Byzantine Empire, and then the Arabs who ha-lmuqmndgg&ﬁjwr&_ﬁ“ﬁ
Tih century, leaving its kings in power as I.uq.a<:-wa(h.=m|w

of the caliphs: their dominance lasted until the 9th century. ﬁ:t K:mmm rﬂ:}g
of the Bagratids (who climed descent from David and Bathsheba via Bagrat or St
Pancras) had maved to the Georgian borderlands by the late $th century; Ashot
Bagration became chamberlain to the Byzantine emperor and soon de facto ruler
of Kartli and, in 0866, Adarnase IV took the title of king; their dynasty ruled nntil
the Russians took over in the 19th century.

MEDIEVAL GEORGIA Bagrat 111 became King of Kardi in ApY75, and united east and
west Georgia by 1008 (excluding Thilisi); in 1068 the Seljuk Turks under Alp
A havoc and finally defeating the Byzantine
Empire at Manzikert in 1071, However, the kings were again allowed to keep their
thrones, although Georgia remained a backwater till it was again united under King
Davit IV Agmashenebelis (David the Builder). Born in 1073, he took over from his
father Giorgi I in 1089, annexed Kakheti in 1105 and, in 1121, drove the Seljuks
i m1ku\1,, it his capital the next year. He made Georgia the most
3 i strength led 1o a cultural Golden
Ar: in the 1241 century. Davit dicd i 1125, and was succeeded by his son Demetre
and then Giorg 111 (1156-84).

reat-granddaughter Qu

as mepe simply means monarch), who was born in 1154 and who ruled jointly with
her father Giorgi 111 after crushing a revolt in 1178, and then alonc from 1184 to
1213, In 1185 she marricd Prin orgi Bogolinbskot of Suzdal, a vicious ds
adventurer (a typical Russian in the eyes of many Georgians) who was soon
divorced and expelled for sexual (perhaps homosexual) misconduct; after the fiasco
of this political union she married the far more suitable David Soslan, an Ossctian
prince, who led her armies and fathered Giorgi IV Lash and his sister and successor
Qucen Rusudan (said to have been ‘fearless only in her lusts’), Tamar extended
Georgian rule from the Black Sea to the Caspian, defeated the Trks at the bartles
of Shamkhori (1195) and Basiani (1202), and after the sack of Constantinople by
the Fourth Crusade in 1204 she set up a new Byzantine Empire in Trebizond (now
Trabzon) under her kinsman Alexius Comnenus, who had been brought up in
Georgia. The Golden Age was brought to an abrupt end in 1220 by Chinghiz
(Genghis) Khan and his Mongol hordes, followed by the Black Death from 1366,
and by Temur Lang (Tamerlane) who invaded six times between 1386 and 1403
The last king of a united Georgia was Alexander 1 (1412-43); on his death the
country was divided between his three sons, with the oldest taking Kartli (with his
capital ‘in Thilisi), the second Imereti (based in Kutaisi), and the third Kakheti
(based in Telavi). As the centralised state fell apart, other noble families took
control of smaller arcas, such as the Dadianis in Mingrelia, the Gurielis in Guria,
and the Gelovanis in Svaneti. After the fall of Constantinople in 1453, Persia and
the Ottoman Empire vied for control of the area in a protracted and destructive
struggle — Georgia was split between them, although the kings were left on their
thrones as long as they did what they were told. Shah Abbas (ruler of Persia from
1587 10 1629) established his rule over Kakheti and Kartli, punishing an uprising
in 1615-16 by killing 60,000-70,000 and deporting 100,000,
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RUSSIAN RULE Tic 154 cenuury s the i ofa third poswer in he regiop: Russia
which claimed to protect the Orthodox from Islansic oppression. It '( ess
of conquering the nortiern Caucasus in 1722 under Peter the (.n‘wa q ﬁ
years later. The enlightened Vakhang VI of Kartli fled into m PZ
fortunately he had constructed irrigation channels and =l(hu p..bh Works fand
written the history of Georgia) before he left. In 1744 the Persisyuc sy 1y i for
Heraclius) 1 as King of Kakheti, and his father (who had ru::'gika i ‘rm
as King of Kardi; Irakli (|721u)u) also ruled Kartli from his”BURrs, ’H{

until his own death, but despite heroic efforts w resist Persian dominance finally had
1o call for Russian help. Nevertheless Frederick the Great of Prussia saw him as an
invincible equal due to his youthful exploits with Nadir Shah on his campaign in
India. In 1768 the first Russo-Turkish war began, and in 1769 the Russian General
Todleben crossed the C king Thilisi and Kutaisi, but was recalled before he
could capture Poti reaty of Kutchuk-Kainardji of 1774, the Turks gave up
their claims to western (vmrga and agreed not to help the Muslim wribes of the
Caucasus against Russia, though in fact they continued to do so.

In 1783 Persia’s new shah, Ali Murad, tried to reimpose his sovereignty, and
Irakli 11 was forced to ask for Russian aid; the Treaty of Protection was signed in
Gurgievsk Casde on 24 July 1783, and Cou
Russian empress Catherine the Grea's love
rst viceroy of the 1 May 1785. Ao in
1785 the Chechens of the north Caucasus rose in a revolt that lasted until 1791; to
deal with this Russian troops were withdrawn from Thilisi in 1757, and in 1795 the
i S 2, who killed 50,000 and took
20,000 slaves. Catherine refused to help, cven llumu,h there had been plenty of
warning (much like Stalin refusing to help the Warsaw upm!m_). but the Russians
then attacked Persia, thus seizing Azerbaijan. Howev ne died the next
year and her successor, Paul I. withdrew to the river In December 1800
George X1 died in Thilisi, and in March 1801 Paul was assassinated; his successor,
Alexander 1, at once violated the Treaty of Gurgicvsk and abolished the Georgian
monarchy; eastern Georgia (Kartli and Kakheti) was annesed as the provinee of
Tiflis. In 1802 Alexander installed 2 new viceroy, Prince Paul Dmitrovich
Tsitsianov (Georgian born and Russian cducated), who deported the remmants of
the royal family to Russia and in 1804 occupicd Imereti.

Russia was at war with Persia from 1804 to 1813, and with Turkey from 1807 to
1812, and in 1812 Napoleon invaded Russia; amidst all this confusion Russia was
still able to crush revolts in Kakheti (1802 and m:fm and Imereti (1819-20), the
last Geargian king, Solomon I1. fleci
in 1806, but by 1813 Persia had been forced to give up its claims to Georgia and
Daghestan. In 1825 Nicholas I became tsar and in 1827 appointed as vi i
Alexander Paskevich, who on the tsar’s behalf captured Yerevan and Tabriz. In 1828
Russia made peace with Persia (retaining eastern Armenia) then began another war
with Turkey: Paskevich caprured Kars, Akhaltsikhe, Erzarum and Poti. The Treaty
of Adrianople (now Edime) in 1829 restored Erzurum and Kars w0 Turkey
(prompting many Armenians to flee), but Guria was reunited with Georgia. In 1856
he Crimean War ended and Prince Alexander Baryatinski (2 vetcran of the never-
wpaigns against the Muslim tribes of the northern Caucasus) became
n 1857 he occupied Mingrelia and Svaneti, and by 1859 he had been able

viceroy:
to defeat the Chechen leader Shamyl who had led a very effective guerrilla revolt
since 1857, In 1864 the Circassians of the north Caucasus were crushed (and
600,00 fled to Turkey), and the next year Abkhazia was also incorporated into the
Russian Empire. Another Russo-Turkish war followed in 1877-78, with Russia
capturing Kars and Batumi (both reoccupied by Turkey in 1918)
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Under Russian rule cconomic development proceeded apace, but the Georgian
populace did not benefit grearly. By the late 19th century 58% of Georgig's ffsh was
owned by Russians and by the government, and the ..Mm;ﬂ dytiay

rwhelmingl . T2 Chavehavadze (1837-1907) a
mm-mf.) led :m group of
Tergialenlebi, who began to infi

se
peaple; in the 1890s another wave of Russt it m;:?r;:m{ m” JI;,
homeland, including Noc Zhordania (1868-1953). Politi: ﬂld

Georgia s elsewhere in the Russian Empire, with the various g(rand\ of Manst
thought as influential as elsewhere. On 28 October 1905, 60 were killed when
Cossacks broke up a Social Democrat mecting in Thilisi, and in 1907 1lia
Chavehavadze was killed; this was long blamed on tsarist agents, but the feeling
now is that in fact the Bolsheviks wished w0 remove his persuasive voice for
moderation.

After the Russian revolutions of 1917 Georgia briefly regained independence,
but found itself the pawn of larger countrics competing for access to the Caspian
il fields. In April 1918 Transcaucasia (Georgia, Armemia and Azerbaijan) declared
itself an independent federal state, but on 26 May 1918 Georgia broke away, having
been persuaded by Germany that it would provide protection against the Bolshevik
threat from north of the Cau rman troops helped to drive the Turks,
supposedly their allies, out of Bami; a week after the defeat of Germany and
Turkey at the end of 1918, 15,000 British troops landed in Batami to occupy
Transcaucasia (stopping fighting between Georgians and Armenians in the
Akhalkalaki area after Turkey's withdrawal), Britain and its chief comm e
Oliver Wardrop, wanted to 1 Georgia as a buffer against Bolshevism, but
the Social Democrat (Menshevik) government led by Zhordania from June 1918
refused wo form an alliance with Denikin’s White Russians, the last tsarists.
rsal suffrage. health insurance and some
nationalisation 3 ut this wasn't enough for the Bolsheviks
in Russia who imposed a blockade, leading to food shortages. In May 1920 2
Bolshevik coup attempt in Thilisi and a revolt in South Ossetia failed; in January
1920 the Allies granted de facto recognition 1 all three Transcaucasian republics,
and a year later Britain and France granted full de jure recognition. Zhordania felt

n J

Lavrenti Paviovich Beria, born in |8%9 near Sukhumi, was involved in undercover
revolutionary activities in Baku and elsewhere before the revolution, and it's kkely
that he was an agent for the British as well. He only joined the Bolshevik Party in
1917;in 1921 he became head of the Cheka (secret police) in Transcaucasia, where
he implemented Stalin's purges so effectively that in 1938 he became head of the
secret police of the whole Soviet Union, He also became a polithuro member and
deputy chairman of the Coundil of Ministers in 1946; suspected of involvement in
Stalin's death and of planning to take power himsel, he was arrested and executed
on 23 December 1953. He probably didn't kil Stalin but may have given him
wartarin which brought on other complications.

Although he has a terrible reputation in the West, he was by no means the worst
of the purgers (reaching the top anly after the 1936-38 terror), and he began to
empty the Gulag camps after Stalin's death. He was surprisingly pragmatic and might
well have been a better leader than the more idealistic Khrushche, leading a faster
and more thorough process of de-Stalinisation. His downfall came because he had
1o Pirty base and so was isolated after Stalir's death.
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premature end. Nazism killed around 25 milion and Chinese c
mmmammmmMMﬂyemm»mmqgw]
six calls him their greatest leader (which admittedly is not saying sagh). e
mmawmmwmwdm.%ﬂﬁdsJ
Mp‘enﬁmmﬂdl?ﬂasllwlﬁn(ﬂmwhoﬁsw
calendar), kmmwmammmmlethﬂ
absol, in order to h celebration of his 50th birthday. His mother
d laundry, and his father was an akcoholic cobbler. He was bom with a webbed left foot,
was pockmarked by smallpox from the age of six, and acquired a crooked left am when
he was run over by a cart; it seerms kely that these deformities in some way fuelled his
ruthless ambition, together with his mother's cbsessive desire for him to succeed as a priest
and beatings from his father which made him hate authority. He was a star pupd at the
church schoal in Gor, and won 2 scholarship 1o study at the seminary in Thilisi in 1894 In
1895 and 1896 seven of his poems were published in Iveria (edited by lia Chavchavadze)
and sang in the opera chorus, but he was s00n involved in revolutionary politics. He was

and went underground in Batumi and Baku, He was arrested in 1902 after strikes in the
Rothschid oil plants and sent to Siberia, escaping in 1904 and returning to Batumi and
then Thlisi. At this time he first met Nadezhda Alliluyeva, then aged three, whom he was
1o mammy |6 years later, and who was to shoot herseff in 1932. In 1903 the Social
Democrats split it two groups, the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks; Koba, as he then called
himself, supported the mare radical Bolsheviks and their leader, Lenin, and took a new
nom de guere, Stalin, suggesting Man of Steel’ in Russian. From this time on his loyalty
wias 1o Russia and 1o intemational communism, rather than o Georga: although he had
mmﬁmwhummmmdmwmw:
retentive memory. He roamed the Caucasus, fomenting strikes and spreading the
deﬂm&wﬂsmmmmmmm together with Simon Ter-
Petrossian (known as Kamo), who was also from Gori, although Armenian.

Between 1902 and 1913 he was frequently arrested and sent to Siberia, but he always
escaped. In 1912 he founded the party newspaper Pravda (Truth') and Lenin rewarded
Staii's loyalty by appointing him to- the Boishevik Central Committee: he began to gain
influence in the party, but was arrested again in 1213 and this time had to stay in Siberia
until the March revolution of 1917.

IN POWER in the Bolshevik government Stalin served as commissar of nationalties
(fmenting trouble in Baku), and in 1920 as commissar of the army heading for Berfin,

protected by the League of Nations, but Lioyd George was more interested in a
deal with Moscow; the Britsh roops teﬁearly in 1920, and on 16 February 1921
the Red Army invaded, occupying Tbilisi nine days later.

The takeover was engincered by the Soviet ambassador Sergei Kirov and Sergo
Ordjonikidze (a Georgian Bolshevik, who in 1937 ‘committed suicide at Stalin’s
urgent suggestion, being granted in return a state funeral’, as Fitzroy Macl b
a diplomat in Moscow, put it) on Stalin’s instructions and against Lenin’s wish
in Moscow it was denied that it was hapy g and Lenin was very unhappy with
the brutality used. A Russo-Turkish treaty restored large areas of historically
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being blamed by Trotsky for its defeat in the Battle of Warsaw. In 1922 he
secretary of the party's Central Committee, and on Lenin's death in 192!
levers of power to arush his rivals as he manceuvred into a position of I
despite Lenin having specfically instructed the party to beware of him. ) @ [*] j_’,'ﬂ‘”‘[]
Innﬂllyheid«mdmcdemeewtcpokbeiarﬁﬂnendw 14
which aroused the opposition of the leftists led by Trotsky, Kamenev M;,
I923Mhd¢wenﬂ\emﬁumzwposmdpowmmmdhmwﬁoﬁ

such as rapid i and agnicultural ce jsation, arousing the opposition of
the rightists. By the end of 1929 Stalin was the undisputed master of the Soviet Union,
and communism died in any meaningful sense.

mmmwdmwmmmm)mma Stain was able to
fund industrialisation by exporting their grain stocks, and continued collectivisation despite
resistance from the peasants and a famine in 1932 which may have cost over 10
‘million lives. Sergei Kirov, the Leningrad party secretary, protested, and was murdered in
1934; Stalin used this as a pretext for his first purge, arresting virtually all his senior
colleagues and staging the Moscow show trials between 1936 and 1938. Only 41 of the
\Hﬂep\n:selecladwmcmcmnmn\9l4m~m and millions mere died
as he purged the party, ugf siet Union. By
kglﬂmwmmmmmnmadml

By conduding a non-aggression pact with Nazi Germany in 1939 (including a secret
dlause agreeing to a joint attack on Poland) Stalin bought time for further industrialisation
and rearmament before the Nazi attack in June |941. The Soviet people made immense
sacrifices in what they know as the Great Patriotic War, but its huge reserves of
manpower (expended extravagantly by Stalin) and industrial power, coupled with
ferocious winter weather and the contributions of the Allies, finally brought victory. Stalin
(now a generalissimo) was far more of a hands-on commander than any of the other
Aliied leaders, while also out-manoeuvring them diplomatically:

There was no relaxation after the war; the imposition of communist nule on eastemn
and much of central Europe led to further waves of repression and the outbreak of the
Cold War with his former alfies. In 1953 his health failed but he claimed to have
discovered a plot by his doctors to kil him: a massive new purge seemed imminent, but
he died on 5 March 1953. In 1956 his successor Nikita Khrushchev denounced his
crimes and in 1961 his body was maved out of the Red Square mausoleum. Under
Brezhney crificism of Stalin was muted, but again in 1987 Gorbachev told a party
congress that his crimes were ‘enormous and unforghable’. The huge death toll of the
purges and collectivisation was finally revealed, and with the opening of the Soviet and
KGB archives more and more is being revealed.

Nevertheless he is widely seen, particularty in Georga, as a ‘strong man', the sort of
leader who might pull the country out of the morass, and his crimes are widely
overiooked as a price worth paying.

Geargian territory to Turkey (where they remain today), while Georgia retained
Akhalkalaki, Akhaltsikhe and Baturmi, Georgia became a Saviet socialist republic,
but in December 1922 was absorbed into the Transcaucasian Soviet Federative
Socialist Republic; this was dissolved in 1936 (with the adoption of the USSR's
second constitution), and Georgia became a Union Republic. The Soviets closed
aronnd 1,500 churches and monasteries, leading to a revolt in 1921-22; in August
1924 there was another uprising and General Mogilevski was killed when his
Georgian pilot deliberately crashed, This was brutally suppressed by Salin and
Ordjonikidze and 7,000-10,000 were killed, followed by widespread emigration.
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Tlu.u were further purges in 1936-37 and 1953, Nevertheless, comfupnism
1 and material advances and |h|. Ges rmm \ pff
me fought in the S8 :m
1 1956 Khrushchev's speech denouncin ‘anbs I o aylti-
Russian (and pro-Stalin) riots which were crushed on 9 March.by x , Wi ¢
than Ilnll\ciu; killed. i f%’ﬁ?hbﬁ
SNG=IFIUYSS
THE END OF THE SOVIET UNION In 1972 Eduard Shevardnadze, then the republic’s
interior minister, was appointed First Secretary of the Georgian Communist Party,
and followed the Brezhnevite line of the time, although he took action against
corruption. In 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev became leader of the Soviet Union and
Shevardnadze became his foreign minister. Although there had already been some
surreptitious glasnost pre-Gorbachey, from 1985 political agitation escalated (with
80% of Georgian men avoiding their mulitary service). In February 1989 the
Abkhazian campaign for secession (hegun in the 19705) was renewed, followed by
counter-demonstrations in Thilisi and then hunger strikes nst Russian
involvement. On 9 April 1989 (2 date now commemorated by stre i
many towns) tanks were sent on to the streets of Thilisi and special troops of the
Interior Ministry attacked the demonstrators (using sharpencd entrenching tools
and gas), killing 21 of them (mostly young women), who at once became martyrs.
Jumber Patiashvili, First Seeretary of the Georgian Communist Party, resigned and
Shevardnadze flew in from Moscow 1o calm things down. As the Soviet Union
began ta fall apart, the Georgian Supreme Soviet declared Georgian law superior
aver USSR law in November 1989, and then declared Georgia “an annexed and
accupied country” in February 1990; in March the Communist Party's monopoly
on power was abolished.

In August the sttue of Lenin in Lenin Square (now Freedom Square) was
removed (supposedly to permit ‘repairs” to the square), and multi-party elections
were held in October and November 1990, These were won by a coalit
nationalist partics known s the Round Table-Free Georgia, with 64% of the vote
and 155 of 250 scats; the Communist Party (now also pro-independence) won 4
seats. The Round Table was led by Zviad Gamsakhurdia, a university lecturer and
translator of French and English poctry and son of the writer Konstantin
Gamsakhurdia (most of Georg msakhurdia Streets are named after him, not
Zviad): he had co-founded € Helsinki monitoring group in 1976, was
Jailed for five years but controversially was released after two after recanting on TV,
(Merab Kostava, who co-founded the Helsinki group and did not recant, stayed in
prison from 1977 to 1987 and was killed in October 1989 when his car supposedly
hita cow)

Georgia was the first Soviet republic to clect a non-communist government,
Gamsakhurdia becoming chair of the new Supreme Soviet. He was a naive and
charismatic nationalist, working on the assumption that the Georgians had long
been a persecuted ¢
(proposing, for inst
worst outbre
From the hq:u

=

nority in their own conntry and set out to rectify this injustice
to limit the franchise to Georgian speakers}; this led o the
republics.

these groups organised pun demonstrations and hunger strikes, §
Gamsakhurdia met with nph»wu He had no underst g of democracy,
believing that winning an election gave him absolute power and the right to reac all
criticism as an attack on the nation; it was soon clear that he was succumbing o
chnical paranoia. He also nearly bankrupted Georgia by isolation both from Russia
and the Commonwealth of Independent States (s and from the West
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In Jamuary 1991 the National Guard

jani, 2 'playwnl,hl and expert on th

massacre, was arrested with the help of Russian woops after faiing
referendum on the fiture of the Soviet Union in March |94;1 was bofco
except in South Ossctia, Abkhazia and Red Army barracks, whgw,jnmﬁm
unsurprisingly, to be strongly pro-Union. On 31 March the Gy 3y
held its own referendum in which 93% (af 2 95% turnout) vm«ﬂ%ﬁndcpcud’llu
In April (on the anniversary of the 9 April 1989 killings) the Soviet declred
independence and in May Gamsakhurdia was clected president with 86% of the
vote. He had significant rural and waorking-class support, but was strongly opposed
by the urban and professional intelligentsia. Things went very wrong after the

igust 1991 Saviet coup atcempt which Gamsakhurdia at first failed to condemn;
Tengiz Kitovani (formerly a sculptor) was sacked as leader of the National Guard,
before Gamsakhurdia declared a state of emergency in Thilisi and clamped down
on the media. loscliani was jailed, followed in September by Georgi Chanturia,
leader of the opposition National Democratic Party, whose wife Irina Sarishwili-
Chanturia began a hunger strike ousside parliament. Demonstrations gathered
momentum, trning in December o fighting, Gamsakhurdia was besieged in the
parliament building by the National Guard and Midedrioni, who released loseliani
and Chanturia and also about 8,000 common criminals whom they equipped with
Kalashnikows

Berween 113 and 200 people were killed in strect fighting, which wrecked a fow
buildings near the parliament and Freedom Square: on 6 January Gamsakhurdia
fled to Armenia (soon reappearing in his home town of Zugdidi and being driven
out agiin to Chechnya). A military council went through the pretence of
approaching the royal family in Spain, but it was soon clear that Eduard
Shevardnadze would be invited to return from Moscow to save his country, He
retrned in March 1992 and was designated chair of the State Council, which
replaced the Military Council; loscliani was deputy chair and Kitovani was
minister of defence

POLITICS

In October 1992 elections (boycotted in South Ossetia, Mingrelia and parts of
Abkhazia) were held for the State Council (formerly the Su e Soviet). The
largest party won just 29 scats out of 235, giving frce rein to Shevardnadze, who
became chair of parliament; the State Council wanted to abolish the post due 10
Gamsakhurdia’s excesses, but Shevardnadze was convinced of the need for a strong
exccutive leader. However, he struggled to control the National Guard and
Mkhedrioni, who by now were running the country as one massive protection
racket, controlling petrol and cigarette distribution and sctting up o
“tax’ motorists; for most of 1992-93 the interior minister (in charge of the police)
was Temuraz Khachishvili, a convicted criminal put in place by the Mkhedrion
Economic policy was chaotic, with a disastrously loose credic policy and pyramid
nvestment scandals.

Throughout 1992 unrest had continued in the west, stronghold of the Zviadists
(supporters of Gamsakhurdia); in June they seized Thilisi's TV tower, recapured
only with the loss of 40 lives. In August Kitovani precipitated fighting in Abkhazia
by his recklessness when the inte ster was kidnapped: he was finally forced
to resign in May 1993, In August the Council of Ministers resigned after
nt rejected the 1993 budger, and Shevardnadze also resigned when
parliament refused to let him declare a state of emergency; crowds blockaded the
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government building and his resignation was rejected by the parliament. Assate of
emergency was dechired in September, but already the coump z.é‘ ed
ungovernable October Abkhazia was lost (sce below), a u%‘l‘;

captured Poti and Samitredia, and began advancing east. The onlyway m, o dle
18th century, was to call for Russian hel finally a ocd m’_]-m;"
Commonwealth of Independent States, Russian troops arrived whiEadl L3 éribr o ]
within weeks defeated the Zviadists. G khurdia himselEdju, & IREhy
government troops in January 1994 and committed suicide; he was buried
(eventually) in Chechnya, but in 2006 there was talk of moving his remains o the
new Sameba Cathedral in Thilisi. Russia was given permission o maintin four
bases in Georgia (Vaziani near Thilisi, Akhalkalaki, Bami and Gudauta in
Abkhazia) for 25 years. In 2005 Russia agreed to close its bases by 2008, later
brought forward tw the end of 2006, although it wants to replace them with ‘anti-
terrorist centres’.

The winter of 1993-94 saw the stare of large-scale operations against organised
crime, particularly the National Guard and Zviadist groups; the Mehedrioni were
& nominally incorporated into the army as the ‘Rescuc
ally disarmed in May 1995. By the summer of 1994 basic
law and order had been re-cstablished, but there then followed 2 wave of political
assassinations, of which the most prominent victim was Giorgi Chanturia, gunned
down in December 1994; his widow Irina took his place as leader of the NDP
Some land and housing were sold in 1993, but economic reform really began with
price liberalisation in September 1994, with gas prices increasing five times,
clectricity ten times, and bread up to 280 times,

In January 1995 Kitovani and his followers set out attempt to “liberate’
Abkhazia but were arrested (Kitovani was eventually jailed for eight years), A new
constitution was approved by parliament in August, virtually a5 drafted by
Shevardnadze; it established a presidential republic governed by a 235-seat
Republican Council (it should also have a Senate once agreement has been reached
on the representation of territorial units such as Abkhazia and South Ossetia). The
prime minister was replaced by a minister of state, acting as adviser to a president
directly clected for a maximum of two five-year terms.

The militia leaders were unhappy at being marginalised, and on 29 August a car
bomb exploded in the courtyard of parliament - the choscst of the many awempts
on Shevardnadze's life since 1992; Toseliani, lgor Giorgadze (the state security
minister and son of the leader of the revived t Party), and his deputy
were accused, together with an unholy al and pro-Russian forces.
loseliani wa;le]nd for 11 years in 1998 but (xmrg,::lzt fled to Russia, where he has
remained in ¢ ble exile to this day. S dnadze, the ‘silver fu had been
very cui playing the gangsters off against one another antil all were in jail and
gradually bringing reformers into government.

A new currency, the lari, was successfully introduced in September 1995, and
new constitution in November. The results were
partics aver the 5% barrier for 150 party-
list seats: the Citizens' Union of Georgia (CUG or SMK), set up by Shevardnadze
as a personal vehicle, won almost half these seats with a quarter of the vote, and

over 60% of the electorate voted for parties which polled under 5%, Wih further
seats filled by a first-past-the-post system, the CUG won a total of 107 scars,

orgian Revival (led by the Adjaran strongman Aslan Abashidze) with 31
the presidennal election Shevardnadze won 75% of the votes, with the n
being Jumber Patiashvili (communist first secretary of Georgia from
1985 to 1989, running as an anti-reform independent), with 19%. Parliament

22



biologist, he was leader of the Greens before joining the

clected the moderniser Zurab Zhvania to be its chair or speaker; lram;d as a

2U(: Re,
cconomic reforms began at long last, with an IMF stabilisa ‘.;r
Parmership and Co-operation Agreement with the Eumpm. o /ﬁ
deals with neighbouring countries. The reformers won the clm ion briwthis was
not reflected in the makeup of the government, and the overlafy @nftiipeTipE

e arcepnca and ccicinis garga Eavalved i Arisgs s sarafickang, gy

apping.
In February 1998 Shevardnadze survived another assassination awempt when
grenades were fired at his motorcade, killing two bodyguards. This was blamed
on the remaining Zviadists, 13 of whom were convicted in 2001, Lurking
behind them is the ogre of Russia, which his a permanent interest in

t its newly indey and former colonies.
N:vrnhclcss Russia agreed to remove its troops from Georgia's borders, to be
replaced by a Georgian horder force: however, they left a booby-trap in their
headquarters, which was defused.

In July 1998 Shevardnadze dismissed most of his ministers in a bid to revive
reform and root out corruprion, but in fact many were simply reappointed. An
army mutiny in October, caused by lack of pay and poor conditions, also damaged
the government (in 2001 another mutiny showed that nothing had improved).

In March 1999 the NDP and the Republican Party joined forces as the Third
Way; then the Socialist and Traditionalist parties formed the Revival of Georgia
bloc with Abashidze, and the new Industry Will Save Georgia party (Mretsveli) was
formed by Georgi Topadze, owner of the Kazbegi brewery. In October 1999, soon
after the Russians launched their latest echen war, inadequately clean
parliamentary ¢lections were held: the CUG won 42% of the vote and 132 scats
(56% of the total), Revival won 25% of the vote and 58 seats, and Industry Will
Save Georgia won 7% and 15 seats, all other parties being eliminated from
parliament. Another set of businessmen, including Levan Gachechiladze, founder
of the nd David Gamkrelidze, founder of Georgia's largest
insurance company, soon split from the CUG to form the New Rightists Party,
which remained loyal to Shevardnadze. In April 2000 the presidential election
(again less than fully free and fair) was won by Shevardnadze with 80% of the vore
(Stalin’s grandson Evgeni Dijugashvili was refused registration when it was decided
that he was not a € ). In January 1999 Georgia was admiitted into the
Council of Europe, and in June 2000 into the World Trade Organisation (in both
cases well ahead of Armenia and Azerbaijan).

THE STRUGGLE Fl)l THE sm::ssslml In August 2001 the justice minister Mikheil

s
vmr(ll U $200,000 or more, xlmug}
month), but Shevardnadze refused to overturn the principle of the presumption of
innocence. (The houses on Sairmis Gora are now something of a tourist attraction
~ see page 116.) Saakashvili specifically accused three ministers of corruption, He
vowed to push his proposals through, but resigned on 19 September, two days afier
vardnadze had announced that he planned to relinquish the leadership of the
CUG and wouldn't seek a third term as president in 2005, Also in August Minister
for Taxes and Revenues Mikhail Machavariani resigned in protest a the draft 2002
Saakashvili, he was a leading member of the CUG’s ‘young
th Finance Minister Zurab Noghaideli, Nino Burjanadze, head of
the parl forcign relations committee, and as a rule Zhvania, although it was
usually impossible to tell what game the last was playing. Their showdown with
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the Soviet-cra old guard led by Interior Minister Kakha Targamiadzf pecame
increasingly bitter as it trned into a bartde for the succession to Shvir ;u)‘ (it's
far simpler in Azerbaijan, where President Aliev's son was gro /e aveyin
2003). Shevardnadze himself seemed as incapable as ever Of @ h}yé::xn‘,
perpetual balancing-act worked when he was popular, but wj\h }rﬂgw RORCe
he sank to just 6% in the polls. Suffering from diabetes, he was »i-’él‘ﬁg td
and confused, and simul sly weak and heavy-handed ’MMH,MM;J
outbreak of fighting was a real blow to him. The CUG halved in size, from 98 to
th at least two new factions forming; the opposition likewise
sclf, although Aslan Abashidze’s Union for Georgian Revival remained
ant force. The rump of the CUG consisted of hard
the former uamenklatura (Soviet bureaucrats) and those benefiting from corruption.
Shevardnadze parroted his commitment to rooting otit corruption but achieved
lieele; i n came up with superficial recommendations
such as abolishing police checkpoints. Georgi Sanaia, an outspoken journalist on
the Rustwi-2 TV channel, was shot dead in July, presumably for attacking
corruption, which led to protests on the streets, In October Rustavi-2 was raided
by tax inspectors; demonstrators again took to the streets, weusing Targamadze and
also Shevardnadze of trying to suppress free speech: Shevardnadze was forced to
sack the state security minister, but said he'd resign if deputics voted to force out
Targamadze (generally supposed to know some dirty secret aboutt Shevardmadee,
perhaps dating from the Abkhaz war of 1993). Then Zhwania claimed Targamadze
and associates were planning to stir up unrest as a pretext to arrest
supporters, and declared that he would resign to force Targamadze ot
resigned on | November, and Shevardnadze, with his support now almost non-
existent, had no choice but to dismiss the whole government. He was still unable
to have a proper clean-out and the ‘power’ ministrics and security apparatus
remained entangled with organised crime. Shevardnadze created a new alliance,
For A New Georgia, out of his faction in the CUG plus the National Democratic
Party, the Socialists and the Greens, as well as unions and business groups. Zhvania
was not popular but boosted his reputation in the resignation crisis; he was n
clearly opposed to Shevardnadze, leaving the CUG in carly 2002 and forming his
own party, the United Democrats; likewise, the more confrontational Saakashvili
(who became Mayor of Thilisi in November 2002) created the National
Mo . forming a coalition with the Republicans and Conservatives. Local
elections in June 2002 were the first major setback for the CUG, followed by
parliamentary elections in November 2003 which were marred by fraud, leading to
demonstratians by up to 15,000 people calling for Shevardnadze’s resignation after
exit polls and independent observers showed that Sheverdnadze, who claimed
victory, had in fact lost. Saakashvili and his associates insisted on peaceful protest,
backed up by a sharp statement from the US ambassador complaining that many
people had been ‘denied their constitutional right to vore’ - presumably not what
Shevardnadze expected. After almost three weeks the results were finally validated,
Shevardnadze’s For a New Georgia being given 21.3% of the vote, Revival 18.8%,
and Saakashvili's National Movement 18%. Busloads of protestors came to Thi
to prevent the new parliament from meeting, and the head of the Security Counc
admitied fraud and called for new elections (but not Shevardnadze’s resignation);
Aslan Abashidze sent his supporters to Thilisi for pro-Shevardnadze counter-
demonstrations. When the parlament met protesters stormed in as Shevardnadze
was in the middle of a speech declaring a state of emergency: he was rushed away
by bodyguards and Nino Burjanadze, reformist speaker of parliament, declared
herself temporary president. The next day, 23 November (St George's Day),
Shevardnadze resigned, having been abandoned by the army and police. Due to the
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roses carried by the protesters, this became known as the Rose Re'volnrinn‘ it
followed the similar upheaval in Serbia, and itself inspired the Orange Reyblation
in Ukraine at the end of 2004 and the Tulip Revol Al
were largely orchestrated by youth movements funded and M h,l ?

o

Soros’s Open Society Institute and othe

Zhvania became prime minister and in January 2004 s
opposition candidate, won a presidential clection with sx
parliamentary elections in March the National M.m.nmuﬁ
Saakashvili’s, Zhvania’s and Burjanadze’s supporters and the Rtpubllc:ns) mul.
67% of the vote and 135 of the 150 party-list scats; the Rightist Opposition (the
New Rightists and Industry Will Save Georgia) was the only opposition grouping
over the threshold, with 7.6% and 15 seats (Revival and the Labour Party cach took
6% of the vote). With the addition of constituency members elected in November
2003, the government had the support of at least 150 of 235 deputics, bue in the
summer of 2004, when Saakashvili changed the constirution to allow the president
to dismiss parliament, the Republicans (the most liberal party in Georgia) left the
government coalition t form the Democratic Front faction with the
Canservatives.
Saakashuili soon fell out with Aslan Abashidze, who suppressed protests and in
ay 2004 had three bridges linking Adjara to the rest of Georgia destroyed;
Saakashvili gave him ten days to disarm and retum to constitutional rule, sending
the army to conduct a major exe just across the border, while activists were

in to lead protests and seduce Abashidze’s guard away from him,

Fortunately he was also persuaded to go peacefully and was flown to Russia, and
Adjara returned to being a normal part of 3

Zhvania was found dead of earbon monoside poisoning in February 2005 this
was not exactly unprecedented in Georgia, but many people assumed he'd been
murdered, probably by n.t Russians. He was replaced by Finance M

rge W l!ush vistted Thilisi and was greeted with great
enthusiasm (although an Abashidae supporter did throw a grenade at him, which
failed to explode). The opposition boycotied parliamentary sessions from March
. after Republican deputy Valeri Gelashvili was suspended for mixing business
but this was crumbling by October.
Igor Giorgadze lives comfortably in Russia but has set up the Justify Party (run
former police minister) and the Giorgadze Foundation
(run by Irina Sarishvili-Chanturia, who also leads the Imedi or Hope Party). His
father, Panteleimon Giorgadze, once a Soviet general, who speaks Russian better
than Georgian and often visits his son in Ru: is leader of the minuscule United
Communist Party of Georgia. Former Securi ster Trakli Batiashvili set up
the Forward Georgia Party and was implicated in Emzar Kvitsiani's revole in the
Kodori Gorge (see below). All of these tiny groups and the Anti-Soros Party
(nali) ) are basically a Ry
French-Georgian Salome Zourabichvili arrived as Fr
just before the Rose Revolution, and in 2004 be
Geargia (though still paid by the French gover
establishing her own party, Sakartvelos Gea or Way:. This soon merged
with the Freedom Party, founded by Zviad Gamsakhurdia's
ded in 1995 and led M SIHI\':A Narelashvi
clections and has a few t lost a lot of
popularity 1w not supporting the Rose Revolution, sceing it as a mere palace coup.
The Rése Revolution was great PR but many feel there's been linle change
except new sports facilitics (including cunning combined basketballmini-soccer

h ambassador in
forcign minister of
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pitches). However, corruption was tackled vigorously and tax collegtion rates rose
sharply; tariffs have been cut from a maximum of 30% to Hz\%;‘ nf'
three bands. The government aims to be the third nation (a&g{-h"’l
gapore) to have no tariffs, from January 2008, \ )
In January 2006 banker Sandro Girgvliani was murdered dier ant §rgumint in
the Sharden Bar, apparently on the orders of the wife of Te#ibd Munbier: thno
Merabishvili; four men were jailed but there were wideyssd s féyiiiss bija
cover-up and calls for Merabishvili to resign. In February a former policerman was
shot, passibly because he had information on the involvement of some in the
Interior Ministry in drug smuggling. In March a prison rior, that the governmient
claimed was part of a nationwide plot by the “criminals-in-law’ (the top dogs who
control Georgia's prisons as well as much criminal activity outside), was put down
with seven deaths; the opposition parties suspected a cover-up but demands for an
investigation have always been voted do
However, Merabishvili remains in office, and it scems that the ‘power
ministrics” still sce themselves as unaccountable, undermiining Saakashvili's
reforms and his credibility. Saakashvili's popularity has also fallen due to his
constant publicity-chasing - on the ski slapes, opening the new Rustavi prison
several times, and similarly the wnnel to Batumi (first at one end, then the
other...). More substantially, he has managed relations with Russia very badly,
causing massive damage to Georgia’s cconomy,

THE RUSSIAN CRISES Extcrnally, despite Saakashili's efforts to mave towards the
West and specifically NATO and EU membership, Georgian poli
by relatians with Russia, which has always sought to dominate is neighbours, Since
the outbreak of the latest Chechen war in 1999 Russia has tried even harder to
manipulate Georgia, wanting Russian troops to be allowed in to seal the border
Chechnya: this was refused (although Russian jets and helicoprers did drop
bombs on the Georgian side of the border), so sinee 2000 Russia has required visas
for Georgians (about a million of whom waork there), though not for Abkhazians
and Armenians. Russia accused Geargia of harbouring Chechen terrorists {and
even al-Qaeda guerrillas) in the Pankisi Gorge in Kakhed, an enclave populated by
Kists or Christian Chechens plus 7,000 Chechen refugees. In 2001 various
foreigners were kidnapped and held in Pankisi; this was linked to just about every
possible political faction, but was simple criminality and they have now been freed
British banker Peter Shaw was kidnapped in June 2002 and held with a chain
around his neck in a tiny cellar in the i Gorge until his release in November;
the Georgian special forces to claim credit but it scems to have been due to
high-level political pressure. Less happily, dhe brother of the AC Milan footballer
and Georgian captain Kakha Kaladze was kidnapped and eventually murdered

In 2002 Georgia (backed by the US) twice accused Russia of bombing Pankisi,
bue Russia accused Georgia of staging it. In August 1,000 Georgian Interior
Ministry troops, trained by US special forces, went into Pankisi and arrested a few
criminals, failing o find any al-Qaeda camps. Even so, in September Russia
accused the Georgian government of being “fellow travellers’ of international
terrorism and threatened economic sanctions and even an ‘anti-terrorist’ operation
across the border.

Since the Rose Revolution Russia has been determined to block Georgian enry to
NATO by keeping the Abkhaz and South Ossetian conflicts alive; Saakashvili has
liated by blocking Russian entry o the World Trade Organisation, In January 2006

2 doubled the price of gas supplicd to Georgia and lter that month, during 2
particularly cold spell, an explosion (presumably sabotage) cut the gas pipeline from
Russia to Georgia, leaving most of the population without heat or power for a week
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(gas supplies had also been bricfly cut off in the winter of 2000 due to G
of co-operation on Chechinya). Russian aireraft flew over Senaki and Ko
their consulate stopped gving visas to Georgians, and in March Geoggiar,
banned by Russia, supposedly duie to impurites, soon followed by
water and fru quantity of Georgian wine sold in Russia is far ,u;m,ﬁm
actually produced, and any health risks arc enarly due o the akaﬂwl‘ it
Russ country in which 35,000 people a year die due g Hat) ¥5ddd” b the
ban hurts Russian retailers and consumers as much as it does Georgia. Saakashwili
blishely said “What doesn't kill you makes you stronger’, and sought new markets for
Georgran wine in Asia, but he is widely blamed for provoking the crisis.

The US backs Georgia, partly from gratitude for the few Georgian troops in Iraq
{and Kasovo), and NATO began an intensified dialogue with Georgia in 2006,
although membership is still many years off

In July 2006 Russia’s only border crossing to Georgia was suddenly shut ‘for
repairs”. In September there was apparently 2 pathetic attempt at a coup by the
minor Russian-backed parties, and four Russian military intelligence officers and
11 Georgians were arrested for spying; this was scen as very obvious grandstan
in the run-up tolocal clections, but the Russian response was furious, withdrawi
the ambassador and staff and familics from the embassy in Thilisi and ceasing to

isst to Georgians, The Russians were released afier three days but Russia
stepped up the punishment, suspending transport and postal links, expeling at
least 5,000 Georgians from Russia (with two dying in the process), raiding

scorgian-owned restaurants and casinos for ‘tax irrcgularitics and encouraging 1
senophobic hysteria in which some schools cxpelled children with Georgian
names. It was estimated the crisis could cut Georgian cconomic growth by 1.5%,
but in fact the cconomy continued to grow, and the government did indeed do well
m the local elections. The ambassador retumned in Jan ary 2007, but flights 1o
Russia were still suspended in March 2008,

As Russia becomes sure of its stranglehold over European gas supplics,
mereasingly willing to offend the West and is taking a harder line with Wester
inded neighbours. Lithuania, for instance, decided in carly 2006 to sell Eastern
irope’s largest refinery (Mazciku Nafia) to a Polish company rather than Russia’s
supposedly independent Gazprom. That summer the Russians 'found a leak’ in the
oil pipeline and it has been closed ever since. In June 2006 Georgia's hydro-clec
power stations and distribution system were sold for US$132 million (plus a
promise of US$200 million investment) to the Czech company Energo-Pro in
preference to a Russian company; however there are strong suspicions that this was
actnally a stalking-horse for Russia’s UES anyway. In November Gazprom

nounced that the price of Georgia's gas would double again in January 2007 a
few days later it suggested it could leave the price unchanged if Georgia sold it the
pipeline instead, a proposal greeted by th nd of Georgian jaws hitting the
ground at the shecr brazenness of the blackmail atempt. In the end Georgia agreced
to pay the higher price, but can now buy most of its gas from Azerbaijan.

In September 2007 former defence minister Irakli Okruashvili accused
Saakashwili of corruption and was himself’ arre: two days later on corruption
The opposition for once formed a united front and organised mass
after demonstrators had blocked Rustaveli Avenue for four days they were
brutally driven away by police, sparking international outrage, and a state of
rgency was declared. However the next day Saakashvili was forced to call early
tons for January 2008, in which the main opposition candidate was
Conservative leader Levan Gachechiladze; Saakashvili was declared winner with
5 vote, sparking claims of votc-rigging. Almost at once Badri
Patarkatshishvili (sce page 195), who had won 7% of the vote for president affer his

is
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Imedi TV station had been closed down in the state nfclutr&‘llcy 5 charged
with plottinga coup; he died in England in February [mmwlnrs‘ee . / ve been
a genuine heart attack.

ABKHAZIA Under Georgia's 1921 constitution Abkhazi
Stalin made Abkhazia an autonommous republic in 1930, hu.)Z{& 445{ .w‘.,.
numbers of Georgians to immigrate: by 1989 the populstih
Geargian, 18% Abkhaz, 14% Armenian, 14% Russian and 1%(,m-k. I’lrcsnwk;l
encouraged the growth of secessionism and in July 1989 demands for teaching at
the University of Sukhumi to be in Geargian rather than Abkhazian led to fighting
and 14 deaths. In August 1990 the Abkhaz Supreme Soviet voted for independ
as a Union Republic within the Soviet Union, but was persuaded to reverse thi
the referendum of March 1991 virtally the whole non-Georgian population of
Abkhazia voted in vain to stay in the Soviet Union, sceing it as less of a threat than
being part of an independent and nationalist Georgia.

Although the 1921 constitution was restored in 1992, the Abkhaz were
convinced that Thilisi was bent on denying them autonomy and saw no choice bue
independence; therefore a Republic of Abkhazia was declared in July 1992 (though
without the required two-thirds majority). The next month Shevardnadze’s
defence minister, Kitovani, sent the National Guard into Abkhazia, ostensibly to
protect transport links with Russia, and full-scale conflict broke out. The Abkhaz
leader, Viadislav Ardzinba (2 historian in Moscow undl 1987), retreated to the
Russian army base at Gudauta; with help from Russia and Muslim paramilitarics
from the northem Caucasus he had regained control of northern Abkhazia by
October. By spring of 1993 the front line scemed stable along the river Gumi
north of Sukhumi. although the city was largely destroyed by the Russians
bombing Georgian troops. Shevardnadze flew to Moscow to urge Yeltsin to brir
his generals under control, but he soon saw that Russia was determined to bring
the former Soviet Republics under its domination. In May Kitovani was sacked: by
July there was a ceasefire and UN obscrvers arrived in August: however, the
Abkhazians launched a surprise attack in September and soon ‘liberated” Abkhazia
(Shevardnadze went to Sukhumi vowing to defend it himself, but had to flec
ignominiously by air). Around 8,000 people were killed between August 1992 and
October 1993.

Between 200,000 and 3 corgians and others fled, about 400 dying in the
mountains on the border with Svancti. Talks in Geneva praduced an agreement on
refugee repatriation; in July 1994 3,000 CIS (mainly Russian) peacekeepers moved
. and in August the first 5,000 refugees returned. The Georgians exiled from
Abkhazia have considerable political influence in Thilisi, and they and other
nationalists are pushing for a {totally unrealistic) military solution; in |
when Russia was distracted by its disastrous war in Chechnya, Kitova
1 invade with just a thousand fighters, but ended up in a Georgian jail.

Gali, the districe of Abkhazia bordering Mingrelia, was virwally unscathed in
1993-94 and has been a demilitarised zone since mid 1994; but in May 1998
Georgian paramilitaries killed between six and 20 Abkhaz militiamen, before be
driven out of Gali, with between 60 and 200 deaths, and at least 30,000 refugees
took ta the roads again. Over 2,000 buildings were burnt down by the Abkhaz in
the buffer zone patrolled by the Ru: peacekeepers (which even Russian
officials latcr admitted was too close w turning a blind eye w crmic cleansing)
y of the Georgian refugees began crossing by day to work fields in Gali,
returning to sleep il in 1999 they began o return o their homes, The
Abkhazians claim that 70,000-90,000 have returned, but Georgia claims the wul is
far lower.

D,000




! SHEVARDNADZE

The youngest of five children, Eduard Shevardnadze was bom in
1928. His parents wanted him to become a doctor but he chose politics, joif
Communist Party at 20 and working his way up to be Georgia's M g asi ()
Affairs, ie: head of the secret police. In 1972, aged just 44, ‘P
Secretary-General of the Georgjan Party, with a mission to cut co
jpeolitburo meeting, nswmmmmmwmmmnm
agreed that cormuption should be eliminated; naturally they al agreed, and he asked
them to keep their hands up while he went round the table; all those with foreign
watches were sacked. After this, however, he failed to make much impact in this
area, but his reforming economic and political policies presaged perestroika, and
when Gorbachev became Soviet leader in 1985 he appointed Shevardnadze
foreign minister. He is stil especially popular in Germany where he is seen s having
brought about the fall of the Berlin Wall and German reunification more or less
single-handed. In 1989 he resigned in protest at Gorbachev's repressive attempts
10 slow the break-up of the Soviet Union, although he did serve again as foreign
minister during the Soviet Union's final days, before returming to Georgia,

As chair of parliament from 1992 he had no formal executive powers but rapidly
mnwamu-pmmdwmmmwmmmwya
real role; in 1995 he became president. Although backed by his own party, the
Citizens' Union of Georgia, which dominated . Shevardnadze ruled
oumdebnndpohmlmnuns.mfemngmmb:mmomdmm
cronies, which is very much part of Georgian culture and a fertile breeding-ground
for corruption.

The CUG comprised both progressive ‘greens' and reactionary red’, and its
poitical identity was unclear (this applied equally lo the opposition parties, with the
Communist and Zviadist parties supported by both right- and left-wingers). Some
reformers, such as Zurab Zhvania, established themselves in pasitions of power, but

president in 2000; m&pwhberzl)olheamwmdmhewmimuﬂmlhe
:hmronfse(:u(; mmwwwmmmwm

he seemed to prefer to hand over the business of the state slowly to a prime
minister who would become an heir apparent, if successful. He followed a classic

and the conservatives led by Itall y tired.
of his fence-sitting and swept him from power; however, hesslimhupﬂwearﬂ
often appears on TV to give his opinions.

Although most people accepted that Shevardnadze was dean of comuption
himsel, he was seriously tainted by the activities of his nephews, particularly Nugzar
Shevardnadze who dominated the cigarette and kerosene trades; he may not have
directly used access to the president, but he certainly assumed that his name made
him untouchable.

The two sides continue to talk, with Abkhazia insisting on equal cnufn.dcr:l

zone. Russia came in for a lot of international criticism for its role; the general
E ding the Russian k claimed in 1994 that Abkhazia had
always been an integral part of Russia, and the economic blockade of Abkhazia
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has only been enforced half-hea my As discussed on page (, ssia s
thought to be fomenting instability in Georgia to boost its o ﬂ‘( "/#‘ g
Sea pipeline and keep it out of NATO. It is claimed that th s

Vaziani (just cast of Thilisi) was the base for the 1995 ilq‘,mp
Shevardnadze, and Moscow has failed to extradite Igor (.m,},
Absandze, both of whom are accused of involvemen gd e
appeared regularly on TV but Russia’s police nswndcdggmmﬂﬁjwﬂuu
by denying it knew where he was, until he was granted asylum in 2006, In mid
1999 Russia opened its border with Abkhazia (although it had been very porous
for a long while).

In October 1999 Abkhaz presidential elections produced a 99% vote for
Ardzinba, the only candidate, and a referendum on independence was approved by
97%; a week later the Abkhaz parliament formally declared independence, and the
new Abkhaz premicr Anri Jergenia spoke of applying to join the Russian
Federation, though this was still a step too far for Putin. Russia failed to withdraw
in July 2001 (a5 agreed in 1999) from Gudauta, the base for the €IS peacekeepers
and also for dodgy Russian arms sales worldwide. After the terrorist atacks of 11
September 2001 Russia expected a free rein to strike at Chechen “terrorists’, yet
continucs to support Abkhazian separatism, and no-one now expects Gudauga to
be relinquished.

The upper part of the Kodori Gorge, adjoining Svan
became a flashpoint; in 1999 first Georgian government officials and then UN
observers were kidnapped there, with armed clashes in July 2001, In Ocrober 2001
Georgian guerrillas, reportedly aided by Chechen fighters, launched raids here
resulting in at least 30 deaths, and a few days later 2 UN helicopter was shot down
near the Kodori Gorge, killing five UN miliary obscrvers, three Ukr:
crewmembers, and a Georgian interpreter — it seems likely that Russian missiles
from Gudauta, and possibly Russian personnel, were involved. Russian jets also
flew over Svancti and dropped bombs in the Kodori Gorge. The Georgian
parliament voted 163-1 for Russian peacekeepers to withdraw, and talked of leaving
In July 2006 Georgian special police were sent to the Kodori Gorge to
renegade governor turned warlord, Emzar Kvitsiani, and disperse his

ry Hunter battalion. There was some skirmishing in the villages of
Azhara .md Omarishi, and one civilian was killed but order was soon established,
ome slaves were freed. The Abkhazian governmen xile was
si to the Kodori (renamed Upper Abkhazia), and Saakashvili and

still in Georgian hands,

12 and South Ossetia with the rest of
ig signs that a military solution might be
attempted; Russia has granted citizenship to most residents of the two republics
and has said it will protect them if Georgia uscs force. Saakashvili is pushing, so
far in vain, for Russian peacckeepers to be replaced by an international force. The
separation of Kosovo from Serbia is being used by Russia as a precedent for
separating Abkhazia and South Ossctia from Georgia (but oddly not for
separating Chechnya from Russia), and in March 2008 Russia lifted its sanctions
on Abkhazia

Meanwhile, the cconomy is doing well under Prime Minister Sergey Haghapsh;
tourism from Russia is booming and there's lots of development.

Saakashvili pledged to reunite Al
Georgia by 2008, and there were ala

SOUTH OSSETIA There has also been conflict in Samachablo (South Ossctia),
although less ficrce and relatively well patched up. The Ossetians arc cthnically
totally distinct from all their neighbours and, as the majority population in South
Ossetia (an autonomous since 1922), fele entitled o protection from an




nationalism fo

The idealistic young man who drove Shevardnadze from power wasbe
nI%TMW:wd-hwmdomrmhsMHim

York, fuent Englh, French, e g
in New York, acquiring Ukraivian o R
as well as a Dutch wife, mwmmm&&mﬂﬁﬂ

In I”SMWmWhB&MMMWMm

memmmwmmmm
Usupashili and Censenvative Party founder Koba Davitashwili, they were leading
members of the Georgian Young Lawyers Assodation, which became a pro-reform
pressure group. mmmmmmmm
1995 for 's CUG and were

as chair of the parfiament’s judidary committee and in January 2000 he was
appointed vice- Mﬂdmm«mwﬁhwdw,

In October 2000 he became justice minister and implemented major reforms,
but was unable to root out top-level corruption, despite producing documents at a
cabinet meeting that showed some colleagues had buit huge houses with licitly
gained cash.

He was finaly ground down by the pawer mmm (notably Kakha
Wslmmmm)w' and
resigned in September 200! kxmighsownparqmei\lmﬂﬁmnmu
the social-democratic mould.

In June 2002, with the backing of the Labour Party, he became Mayor of Thilsi
home 1o a third of Georgia's population, and, already one of the country's most.
popular polticians, he built a strong power base by delivering local services and
fodng roofs and drains. As a crusader against cormuption and poverty, he built a
populist bandwagon that clearly won more votes than Shevardnadze's For a New
Georgia in November 2003's elections, and hamessed the general indignation to
bring up to 100,000 people onto the streets in non-violent protests for two weeks,
until Shevardnadze was forced to resign and was replaced by the speaker of
parfament. Saakashvili had to wait until the elections of January 2004 to become
Europe's youngest president. He was forgiving of his predecessor, saying: ‘Histary
‘will judge him kindly."

He immediately replaced the country's flag with a new one, and set out vigorously
0 tackle conmuption. These efforts and a new tax code have had considerable eflect
in increasing ge nt revenwes and thus expenditures too; Georgia d
wm;u&rn«mmmmdmmwmmnm

shown 1o some TV stations (notably Rustavi-2) and pressure on others.

independent and nationalist Georgia. Demands in 1989 for unification with North
Ossetia, within the R
but in 1990 South Oss
was confirmed by a refe
abalished the autonomaus region and declared a state of emergency in the capital,
Tekhinvali

an Federation, were rejected heavy-handedly by Georgia.

The new, Shevardnadze government blamed Gamsakhurdia's runaway
the preceding problems and released the chair of the South
ovict from prison. However, another referendum called for

Supreme
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integration with the Russian Federation and in 1992 Georgian troops, attacked
Tskhinval; 400 Georgians and over 1,000 Ossetians were kiilc%h-‘l'\l\ asefire
Sedn

was armanged in June, Monitors from the Organisation &\ Co-
n in Europe (OSCE) and Russian peacekecping traops have fefanagd to

0 this, and refugees have returned home. However, many Sprith Osetians
are unable to forgive the brutlity of the Georgian miliry 1 adUg Ol was
clected president in 1996 and South Ossetia scemed 1o e, &8,
{with its budget entirely financed by Moscow) until Narth Ossetia rejected th
of unification. In 1999 relations worsened after Chibirov's party lost clecti
illegally, according to Georgia) to Russi who won more
than 80% of the seats, and the Georgian government cut the electricity supply to just
30 minutes per day. In 2001 Chibirov himself lost a pres I clection (ako
unrecognised by Georgia), to the more radical Eduard Kokoiti, a 37
Moscow-based businessman, and in March 2002 the South Ossetian p
asked the Russian Duma to recognise its independence. Saakashvili's rapid success
in bringing Adjara back into the fold led him t try for the same result in South

leading w rapid militarisation there. I¢s chimed that the Ergeneti market

i on a year of trade, with 1o tax paid except for the
rake-off taken by the Russian generals, Saakashvili claimed Russia was using the
market to undermine Georgia’s cconomy and in 2004 sent in Interior Ministry
troaps to close it down, resulting in several dozen deaths. In 2005 he offered an
autonomous parlizment and government, b was dismissed by Kokoiti, Russia
claims South Ossctia needs more protection from them than the Kosovar Albanians
did from NATO, but it seems that trust in Moscow (which refuses to absorb South
Ossctia) is chbing, and Kokoiti has asked for a non-aggression pact with Georgia. In
July 2006 Oleg Albaroy, secretary of South Ossetia’s National Security Council, was
killed by a bomb while opening his garage door, allegedly murdercd for being
willing to talk 1o Georgia — but the attack was blamed by South Ossetia an Georgia
Five days later a bomb exploded in frone of the home of South Ossctian MP Bala
Bestacy; he was unharmed, but two teenagers were killed and four passcrs-by were
wounded. In Scptember missiles were fired at two Georgian helicopters, one
carrying Georgia’s defence minister, and onc Georgian and three South Ossetian
policemen were killed in a clash ousside Tskhinvali

In November 2006 Kokoiti was re-elected president with 96% of the vote,
another referendum called for independence - Georgian passport-holders wes
allowed 1o vote and only South Ossetia and Russia took the results scriously. Georgia
set upa parallel administration under Dimitri Sanakoyey in the village of Kurta,

0d

ECONOMY

During the Soviet period, Georgia's industry was, of course, stteowned and
directed from Moscows it was a major supplier of electric locomotives and jet
fighters o the Soviet Union, and the city of Rustavi was founded in 1948 o supply
metallurgical products. Although there was more private production in agriculture,
it was also excessively oriented to the production of tea, citrus fruit, grapes and
wine for the rest of the Soviet Union, leaving Georgia dependent on imparted
grain and meat. Nevertheless Georgia had a higher standard of living than most
other republics. Naturally there has been major restructuring since independence,
and coupled with the encrgy crisis (sce pages 34-5) and the collapse of the Russian
market this has meant that much of Georgia's industry simply closed down, with
production virtally halving in 1992,

I July 1993 Georgia withdrew from the rouble zone, introducing 1 emporary
coupon currency, and then in 1995 its own currency, the lari (meaning ‘scales’, as
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in libra or firc), at GEL13 o the US dollar. By the end of 1993 2 combination of
yramid savings fraudls, the Abkhazia war (which cost 50 million roubles ?}«ﬂ and
%

adisastrous policy of printing money had caused hyperinflation (just:
ere used for their designated purpose; Demur Dvalishvili
al Bank in 199293, commigted sueide in 1994 while nder iny
Consumer prices rose by 15.606% in 1994: savings were wiped dut_ indfstry st
Sl VA oy ok vk restmid i W Fne ?\MJ{&W’)
to under 10% — the lowest in the former Sovier Union. 711, 1 [¢d” (bbb |
applying to the IMF for help, and committing itself to the required reforms. From
September 1994 pries were freed, and privadsation began in 1995, By 1997, 90.4%
of retail tumnover was private, and by April 1998 11,492 of 11,593 small businesses
(with under 50 staff) had been privatised (mainly by insider sales), as had 884 of
1,149 medium and large businesses, although there was litde progress in Adjara.
The electrical supply industry was spli up and privatised in 1998, and land, water
supply, ports and telecommunications followed; and at lase there is an effective
bankruptey law in place.

The cconomy tumed around m 1995; Georgia soon had the fastest-growing
cconomy in the Newly Independent States, with GDP growth over 11% for 1996 and
1997 (admitedlly from a very low base), but 1998 was 2 bad year, with a harvest 20%
below 1997's, and an appallingly low rate of tax collection; the lari had to be devalued
in the wake of the Russian economic collapse. GDP grew by 3% in 1998 and 1999,
and by just 1.9% in 2000 (to USS4.8 billion), after a drought hit agriculture again
Nevertheless manufacturing output rose by 10%, and mining by 75%, and se
have grown steadily as a share of the economy. Foreign Direct Investment fell 18%,
largely duc w the completion of the *early oil” pipeline (see page 66). Inflation in 2000
was 4.6%, below target. Average incomes crept above the subsi
expenditure was 36% above reported income on avers at people were
rather better off than they let on. In 2002 GDP grew by 5.1% s U985 billon
(LUS$674 per head), and inflation was 6%. Tax collection improved slightly, with some
high-profile raids to spread the message, but customs w.LnulIcurmp(illd inefficient;
in 1998 excise stamps, printed by the German company that is also printing the curo
notes, were introduced on alcohol and tobaceo, to reduce evasion. As a resule of the
shortfall in tax revenues, IMF loans were delayed and public spending was cut across
the board, except for social spen

The retirement age was raised by five years, o 65 for men and 60) for women;
now there are 785,000 pensioners in a population of 4.5m, supported by 743,000
working. A State Social Allowance was introduced in 1998, intended mainly as a
top-up for lone pensioners, of GEL9 a month, in addition to the basic GELIS;
wployment benefit of GEL12-15 per manth is now paid for six months.
¢ the Rose Revolution the Saskashvili government has produced
remarkable cconom . with an anti-corruption drive viclding big
increases in tax revenue and privatisations also boosting the state coffers. The civil
cut and the wx code simplified, persuading international lenders
¢ Georgia’s debt and provide more aid. This has allowed the
pensions, to refurbish transport and energy
and to swrengthen the military. Sinee 2007 there has been less
come, the big construction projects (notably pipelines, worth
US8195 million, the new terminal at Thilisi Airport, worth US$65 million, the
Khulevi oil terminal, worth US$45 million, and hotels in Adjara, worth US$100
million) have been completed, and energy prices have risen; on the other hand the
pipelines are starting to carn substantial transit fees.

The economy has doubled in size in six years, from
GEL13.8 billion (US$7.9 billion — USS1800 per capita)

on in 2001 to
1 2006, GDP grew by
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In 1985 Georgia produced H4GWn|'uwgy(626Wuf
B.2GW in 1996 total

hydro-electric and just . |CvW‘h=mB|J Thswmdwhm%ﬁ‘ﬂ“ﬂ

nll'mwlnsdmmiw(d\ntounpmdhlsdu%sm gnd. thnt

10 buy fuel elsewhere, but it also illustrates the rottenness &f

whole, Dumgmem\wundmepermdo{dmﬁmhﬂawed gas supplies and

other utilities simply ceased to function; gas was restored by 1995 in a few cities, such

as Gori, where the administration could be bothered; in Thilisi it began to be restored

from 1996, but effectively was only restored in 2000. On New Year's Eve 2000 gas
from Russia were cut off, partly due to unpaid debt. but more as cynical

pdll.ulbu\m By 2007 energy production had grown to just B.3GW (80% hydro-

electric and 209%

Less than. half of. households. have! gas. heating, others relying on kerosene or
electric heaters. In the 1990s only a third of domestic energy bills were paid,
consumers preferring to bribe the collector to mark them off as paid, with him then
paying his superior to do the same. The system was close to melt-down, domestic
users receiving about six hours of shukd (power) a day in winter, but the situation has
now normalised.

Th gas supplier i the Russi (closely linked to Gazprom), which
mmam@m the Georgian national distributor; and Shevardnadize supported its
bid to take over Thilgazi, the local supplier in Thilisi this was in fact bought in 2006 (after
eight years of delays) by the Kazakh company KazlransGas, for US$12.5 milion
(including US$232 millon of debts). Already gas cost three times as much as north of the
border, and it was rightly assumed this would get worse: prices doubled in the fist half
of 2006 and again in January 2007. The American company AES took over electricity
supply in Rustavi, installing new meters and insisting on payment in retum for reliable
power 24 hours a day; this was highly controversial at fist but did work. AES was then
allowed to take over Telasi, the Thilisi electricity supplier, at the end of 1998; AES-Telasi
claims 1o have invested US$275 million in the local economy, including US$45 miion in
meters and over US$200 million in the rehabilitation of Thilis's electricity distribution

9.3% in 2005, and probably would have grown by a bit more in 2006 until the
Russian cconomic sanctions knocked it back to 8% (about GEL13 billion); growth
was 1% in 2007 and will be 7-9% for 2008-10,

In 2005 state revenues increased significantly and were GEL110 million more
than budgeted; social spending accounted for the largest share of expenditure (19%
or GEL529 million), followed by ‘other expenses’ (transparency has a long way to
o) at GEL#60m, and then defence at GEL3%0m. In the 2007 budget, revenue
from taxes is cxpected to grow by 14% and there is sill a lot of room for
improvement in tax collection, with only 40% of tax being paid voluntrily.
Budgeted revenue for 2007 is GEL3.4 billion with expenditure GEL400 million
less than in 2006 and a budget deficit of GEL426 il Seorgia has agreed with
the IMF 10 cut the fiscal deficie from 4% of GDP (GEL550 million) to 2%
(GEL340 million), which should kecp inflation to around 10% at the end of 2006
(although it was up at 14.5% in July). Inflation rose to 11% in 2007 and is still
rising, due to growth in government spending and in remittances from ahroad
(mainly Russia)

In April 2006 12% of the labour force was uncmployed (26% in Thilisi), many
of them actually working in the shadow economy; however it's estimated that 22%
of the economy is in the untaxed shadow sector, down from 53% in 2003
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network, but big businesses, ministries and oficial in particular conti
their bills and AES-Telasi couldn't make money. In 1999 the tariff was i
tetris (US$0.03) per kilowatt to 9.8 tetris, and in 2001 AES-Telasi asked to i

17 tetris, with 13.8 tetris finally being permitted, mmswﬁmﬂi‘*ﬂ
Georgia. In uly 2003 AES finally qui,sefingits Georgian nterests, indikif i
in Telasi, the 600MW Mktvani power station and the 240MW Khrami m
msmwue&mwwmwammmm
&waadum%mmn&mpahh\mmmmkhmmm
but there’s little doubt that the Shevardnadze govemnment itself was to blame for faiing
1o uphold laws protecting foreign investors or to tackle the corrupt inside interests that
totally undermined the business. In addition, until 2002 AES was taxed on the electricity
it produced rather than on the payments it received, and in 2003 a court reversed the
tariffincrease. The failure of AES, coupled with kidnappings of Westem businessmen, was.
ambmmmdlmmmh:mmmsm:wm

of Georgian culture and the abilty, with Gazprom, simply to shut off Georgia's gas and
power if things don't go their way.

In 2006 the government decided to sell six hydro-electric power stations and two.
other distribution companies, covering 70% of the country (see page 27).

Georgia's hydro-electric potential is 100-160 billion kWh, but under one-tenth of this
s actually produced: a new approach is needed, as the gigantism of the Soviet approach
leads to dams that scon silt up and cause all kinds of erosion and other environmental
Wﬂmmsahmwhmwmm
eﬁx»encymunumlblsmmbepmmrewibemmmms&mga
has reserves of 350 milkon tonnes of relatively poor coal (in the Taibuk, Thvartcheli and
khaltsikh ) with tput of three million tonnes; ol reserves of
around |2 million tonnes are known, though there may be far more.

As for alternative energy sources, Georgia produces 200250 milion m” per year of
geothermal hot water, enough to provide heating for haffa million people. Wind energy
has huge potental, with Mount Sabouei in the Likhi range (north of Surami) receiving
over 7,000 hours a year of wind at 4m per second or stronger.

Trade is growing with Turkey (now US$405 million) and western Euroy
Russia is still Georgias main trading partner, due to increasin,
US$538 mi 1. Exports were worth US$867m in 2005 (up from Ubi(ﬂannllnm
in 2004), but imports continue o rise faster (to US$2.5 billion), with the trade
to US$L6 billion in 2005. In 2007 imports were an estimated
US3$5.2 billion, and exports US$1.24 billion. In 2004 the main ‘export was scrap

ctal, just ahead of wine and ferroalloy; the main imports were ol and gas (20%)

re one of the best sources of foreign exchange should be tourism; in
a four million tourists a year (and 47% of all forcign visitors to the
Soviet Union) came to Georgia, almost all to the Abkhazian coast. The loss of
Abkhazia, coupled with the <mupfmon of Georgia’s hotels by refugees from
Abkhazia and the general cconomic crisis, almost wiped out the tourist industry,
However, it's now doubling every year, from a very low base, so Thilisi guesthouses
can charge absurdly high prices, while elsewhere rooms are very cheap (when you
can find them). The top end of the business is over-regulated (with plenty of scope
for corritption in the administration of sanitary controls), but there's also a huge
number of rooms available informally. In 2005 there were 542,428 foreign visitors
(40% above 2005), and almost one million in 2006,
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GOD GAVE GEORGIA TO THE GEORGIANS - BUT CAN THEY HOLD'0% 10

17

Rawan Stewart W
Audmmmmmmmwnydmsﬁx; Q{,
potential of Georgia is immense and it appeals to foreign g ]
tourism sector. However, business control and the majority it

firmly with the foreign investor, leaving minimal financial bt o and, <
more particularly, the local community.

Tourism is a powerful and unpredictable beast, as other parts of the world can
estify it avage ities and envi , distort local economies
and prostitute: cultures is frightening, Handled carefully, ft can bring considerable
benefits to local people a well as providing a friendiier, more authentic experience
to wisitors, The skills and training gained in the trade are easily transferable. If
organised properly, local ownership of tourism facilities can provide much-needed
income. Furthermore it improwes the chance of local cultures being presented to
Visitors in an accurate and respectiul way. By placing control with local people,
vilagers are to some extent protected from outsider ‘fat-cats’ and from a
dehumanising tourist invasion which reduces vilages to zoos, and cultures to
roadside specacles. Throughout the world a new kind of tourism is coming to lfe
which rejects multi-national ownership and control. With so many large elegant
houses standing empty, so many skiled, well-educated people unemployed and its
excellence at hospitality, Georgia is ideally placed to choose this new kind of
tourism.

Today the elegantly carved bakonies of Thilsi gaze disdainfully down on
Guinness bars and McDonald's. Will this small pristine land succumb to a new
invasion of foreign investors bent only on exploitation?

iculture suffered as much as the rest of the economy, with production in
1995 half chat of 1990; but the 1997 and 2001 harvests were good, thanks to
privatisation, foreign technical aid and credit, and agriculture offers promisc for the
future (although agriculture’s share of GDP has fallen from 38% in 1995 to unde
25% in 1998, under 20% in 2003 and under 13% in 2007). This was the only Sovict
Republic where farmers were able to keep some of their land, and privatisation of
collectivised land began in 1992. Only 13.2% of agricultural land (although over
half the better-quality land) had been privatised by 1998; progress is slow due to
the Jack of a land registration system (which the World Bank c:
several years and cost US$42 mullion).

Oil and gas are important, though mainly in transit (sce page 66); however,
some oil is produced in Samgori and Ninotsminda, cast of Tbi
American firm Arco is exploring on dhe Black Sea shelf. Ol production is at best
100,000 tonnes per annum (2,000 barrels per day) against consumption of 13,000
barrels per day; gas production is around 60 million m’ a year, against consumption
of 1.7 billion m'.

PEOPLE

Wich 15 major ethnic groups (and up to 80 in Thilisi), Georgia is the least
homogenous of the Transcaucasian states. The population is probably under four
million, although statistics are unreliable, duc to population movements since the
1989 Soviet census, when the population was 5.5 million, including Abkhazia and
South Ossctia; many Russians, Armenians, Jews and Grecks have left the country,
some Georgians have rewurned home but maybe 600,000 (or a million including
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those with Russian citizenship) are living and working in Russia. It is esyimated
that 83% of the population was Georgian, 6% Armenian, 6% Azeri, 2% W %
Ossetian and 1% other groups, including 95,000 Kurds, 52,000 u‘, £
Jews, 8,600 Belarussians, 6,000 Assyrians and 4,000 Tmrs GE:‘%.\;
come as colonists in the 1780s by Potemkin, first v
deported 1o central Asia in 1941 but then left for (-ormar:\J Fobti e cthl
270,000 Internally Displaced Persons or refugees, mainly Gy, Abkfyiel) [y
pectancy is 73 on average (69 for men and 77 for women), and the population is
ageing, 12% now being over 65 years old. The birth rate is falling, due to econor
disruption and the fact that many of those of working age are abroad. The
population density is 78 per km® overall, and up to 300 s fan in the fertile pl
56% of the population is urban (one-third of them in Th

Owerall, the Georgians are marked by what the historian W E D) Allen called
‘aesthetic irresponsibility”: or as the writer Laurens van der Post put it, they and the
Irish both ‘realise the positive creative uses of irresponsibility”. They are impulsive
and passionate people for whom hospitality and having a good time are the highest
aims. Unlike the more scrions Armenians who have suffered from genocidal
attacks more than ence, the Georgians have managed to dance their way through
history and come out laughing. The Georgians grew out of a blend of Neol
and Bronze-Age cultures, and the present-day nation is still a mi
types - the Megrels or Mings
can’t be stopped from feeding guests, the naive and funny Svans, the extremely
hospitable and talkative Imeretians, the slow and careful Rachvels, the political and
humorous Gurians, the calm wine-loving Kakhetians, not to mention the Karts,
Khevsurians, Pshavians, Mnklu ans and Meskhians. As for the Adjarians, they are
said to have all the above qualities; they are ethnically and linguistically Georgian
bur mostly Muslim in relj

Other groups share ethnicity and religion with the majority population but are
linguistically distinct: these include the million or so Megrels, the Svans, and the
Laz, most of whom (around 200,000} live across the border in the Hopa region of
Turkey. Related to the Megrels, the Laz are very extrovert and humorous, and tend
0 have reddish hair,

KI!IOlIlY COMMUNITIES The Armenians form the largest cthnic minority in
Georgia and are found all over the country; however, the vast majority live
either in Thilisi (200,000) and in the Akhalkalaki and Ninotsminda regions,
known to them as Javakhk, where they form a majority of the population. Their
ancestors settled here as refugees from western Anatolia during the 19th-
century Russo-Turkish wars, and also just before and after World War I It’s a
bleak area with poor infrastructure, and there is some discontent with the bad
conditions here. Thilisi, on the other hand, has always been a major centre of
Armenian culture and continues to produce many leading figures in Armenian
life. 3 franca has always been Russian, and fow in th
speak Georgian. The Armenian government is not particularly
changing its borders, but it takes an interest in the well being of the Armenian
population in Georgia
ussians are scattered thinly across Georgia, apart from small groups of
religious dissidents such as Molokans and Doukhobors, mainly in the centre and
south, The familics of some arrived in the 19th century, but the bulk arrived in the
Soviet period. settling mainly in urban and industrial areas such as Thilisi and
Rustavi as well as in Abkhazia. These later arrivals still tend not 1o speak Georgian
and many arc trying to emigrate, mainly to Russia bue also to Canada and
elsewhere. This is draining away many of Georgia's skilled workers and
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see Russian men as drunks and 1
ans, marry a Georgian' is the Gy

technicians. However, Georgl women as

sexually casy (‘slecp with Ru

eredo). oSl
he Azeri population occupicd the southeastern corner of the-co
Marneuli, Bolnisi and Gardabani, in the carly 17th gengury,*
depopulated by the Persian wars. This is an underdeveloped 4f¢d A3l ler
than these hard-working farmers deserve, although they fire S I off.
They are mostly Shia Muslims, although not oo fervently so. Between 1926 and
1989, when the national population doubled, their population quadrupled. Not all
are ethnically Azeri in the purest sense, but it's gencrally accepeed that all th
Turkophone Muslims in Georgia can be included in this category, and the
govenment of Azerbaijan does take a certain degree of responsibility for them.

Until recently the majority of the 165,000 Ossetians in Georgia lived outside

the then autonomous region ~ mainly in Thilisi and Rustavi, and also in some rural
arcas. An Indo-European people, speaking an Iranian lang they are unrelated
1o the other peoples of the Caucasus. They are held 1o be the descendants of the
Alans, one of the many nomadic peoples who came out of Asia and sextled in the
north Caucasus. During the last two centuries they have increasingly moved into
the highlands on the south of the Caucasu ly (and inter-marrying)
with the Georgians, Now many have moved to South Ossctia, and there’s a
tendency towards leaming Russian rather than Georgian, and strengthening
cultural ties with the north Caucasus. Most are Orthadox Christians, although
some of the later arrivals are Sunni Muslim in fact, paganism still plays a strong
their religious lives.
Abkhaz arc considered to be onc of the aboriginal peoples of the Caucasus,
ng them (o an autonomous republic under Stalin’s scheme for ethnic
15 (while the South Ossetians, having arrived relatively recently, were
itled only 0 an autonomous region). Even before secession, they almost all
lived in Abkhazia, but they formed just 18% of the republic’s population; since
secession they form all of 25% of its population, due to other groups leaving,
Closely related to the Adigh peoples of the northern they have preserved
their traditional cultwre and their highly prized oral literary heritage. They are both
Christians and Sunni Muslims, although many Muslims emigrated to Turkey after
Russian conquest in the 19th century.

Greeks live in the Tsalka and Tetri-Tskaro areas of Lower Kardli (the so-called
Anatolian Greeks, or Rums), and on the Black Sea coast (the Pontian Greeks);
although it's tempting to assume that the latter have been there cver since the
classical Greeks established trading ports there, in fact they arrived from 1829,
flecing persccution in Turkey. Although most are Orthodox Christians, some in
fact converted to Islam. There’s a steady flow back to Greeee, although some speak
Pantian Ancient Greek rather than the modern language, and most of those in
Lower Kartli (a poor isolated community) speak Tarkish; many have also moved to

Ty afound
y tt was

Most of the Kurds in Georgia are Yezidi (Mithraist pagans),
refugees from Ottoman persceution. They live mainly in Thilisi and Rustavi, but
although fairly well integrated socially, they preserve their distinct edinic identity,
language and cultural traditions. There was also a small rural (Muslim and
kish-speaking) population living in southern Georgia, which was deported to
central Asia in 1944,

165 a proud boast in Georgia, and largely truc, that Jews have lived there for
600 years without suffering persecution (ironically, yet another way for
Georgians to show their superiority to the Russians). It may have helped that they
have the same appetite for wine as the Georgians. The population is divided into
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about 10,000 Ashkenazim (European or Russian Jews) and 14,000 Georgian Jews
(Georgian-speaking, and considered as Sephardim duc to their religious fijual):
aver half live in Thilisi, with many of the rest in the west of the country, g;(‘ le
they feel very attached to Georgia, and although over 17,000 Igve e

Jsracl they maintain close links with Georgia and preserve (m‘%, m
|ru|mmh
Ily, 3 group that currently is scarcely represented in GeorghGid did Bbiamied!
Meskhetian Turks. Under the Ottomans, Javakheti was heagbil slxmaibideli by
1624, producing a population of mixed Georgian and Turkish cthnicity;
November 1944 all 70,000-120,000 of these people were deported to central As
for supposedly pro-Tarkish (and thus possibly pro-Asis) sentiments - even though
most of their menfolk were serving in the Red Army. Unlike most other deported
groups they were not allowed to return after the Stalinist era, and struggled w
establish themiselves in their new homes, After the break-up of the Soviet Union,
and mob violence against them in Uzbekistan in 1989 (officially aseribed to a
dispute over the price of strawherrics), they began demanding to return home,
moving to the northern Caucasus and Azerbaijan. Now they number around
300,000, of whom 100,000 live n northen Azerbaijan. Georgia is
reluctant to take them back, duc to its lack of resources, but in 1996 agrecd toa plan
for 5,000 to return, subject to their learning the Georgian language and other
conditions. Nothing happened, and in September 1998 a demonstration in their
support in Thilisi met with a heavy-handed response: due to intermational pressure
an initial 5,000 should soon return. The government is still procrastinating, as it is
already struggling to cope with the Abkhazian IDPs

ANGUAGE

While the Turks and Azeris speak Turkic languages, and the Armenians, Ossetians

and Russians speak Indo-European languages, Georgian is the most important of
the Caucasian group of languages. This is divided into three familics: the South
Caucasian or Karn — comprising Georgian (Kartuli), Megrelian, Laz and

Svan, spoken by 3.5 |m||unl people in all - ml the relatively similar northeastern
and northwestern s, spoken by about a million people cach.
These comprise abou 40 lnguages in an arca the sizc of France, although Strabo
recorded that in the Ist century BC the Romans needed no fewer than 70
interpreters in the Dioscurias (Sukhumi) arcea alone. Just in Daghestan there are 14
cthnic groups and 29 languages, and it's no surprise that the name Caucasus
derives from the Arabic for ‘mountain of languages'.

Efforts have been made to place th an languages in a ‘super-group’ with
the Indo-European, Turkic, Semitic, Finno-Ugric and even Chinese languages, but
no links have been proved. Nor has it been possible to prove links wath Basque,
although some scholars speak of an Ibero-Caspian group.

The Caucasian languages are all grammatically complex; the northwestern
languages have verbs with a huge varicty of inflections, while the northeastern ones
have simple verbs, but complex nouns, with up to cight grammatical classes (such
as male, female, animal, and mass noun), and up to 46 cases. The southern
languages, ic: Georgian, have both a large case system for the noun and complex
verbs, Likewise, they all have complex sound systems. The northwestern languages
have only two distinct vowels, but highly complex consonant systems, The
northeastern languages have fewer consonants, but large numbers of vowels. The
southern, languages are simpler but still have enormous clusters of eonsonants,
that utterly baffle foreigners. Georgians love to
rest forcigners with tongue-twisters such as ‘Bagaqi tskalshi kikinebs (the frog is
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craaking in the water), and
(khaadha) in the water. Just to make things even harder, there aremo
Naturally, Russian is used as the lingua francs of the area; vy
bilingual from an carly age, and no-one has any hang-up
ers’ language. However, it 1s proposed to replace Iiu\ca_n}n.h nj
iguage in schools. Turkish may be useful in Batunf B, f} L(LH
The Georgian alphabet has five vowels and 28 consoanéy, -l [ddiibe)
nothing else on earth, except the Armenian alphabet. An alphabet may have existed
in the 3rd century BC but was supplanted by Greek and Aramaic; the present
alphabet may have begun to cvolve with the arrival of Christianity, and was

certainly in use by Ap430; afier the 10th century a more eursive script was adopted
that was smaller and easier to read. There's a variety of forms of many letters, but
at least there’s o upper of lower case. The Abkhaz language uses an extended

Cyrillic (Russian) alphabet.
Sce Appendix 1, page 249 for vocabulary and other practical informati

RELIGION

Christianity was introduced to Georgia in the Ist century by the apostle Andrew the
First-Called, who travelled around the Black Sea before becoming the first Patriarch
of Constantinople, and also by the apostles Simon and Matthew. Armenia was
converted to Christianity in Ap301 (or perhaps Ap314); in AD313 the Roman
Emperor Constantine granted freedom of worship to Christians and it became the
maost favoured reli didn’t bu\nm the sole official
religion until AD380, while Georgia was converted in AD337, making it the world's
second Christian nation. St Nino, a slave from Cappadodia, cured a child by placing
her hair shirt on him and praying: Queen Nana heard of this and Nmu-nrcd her
by prayer of some unknown malady, and converted her to Chri ity. i
followed his wife in converting when Nino was able to cause a thu |dnhnl| o
destroy the pagan idols, followed by an eclipse of the sun which she didn’t lift until
he agreed to convert, However, Christianity was not firmly established until the 6th
century, when the Syrian Fathers came from Antioch; it’s uncertain whether they
were Georgians or Chalcedonians, but it's clear they could speak the language
before they arrived. They founded several monasteries in Karth and Kakheti, such
as Shiom-ghvine, Zedazeni, Samtavisi, Alaverdi, Nekresi and Davit-Gareja, and
spread dhe gospel throughout the country. Between 790 and 861 more monasterics
were founded by St Gregory of Khantza. In the 10th century classical texts such as
Zeno's On Nature and Porphyrius were preserved in Georgian monasterics, and the
texts of Buddhism were first translated by St Euthymius in the Geor onastery
an Mount Athos, in Greece. Bachkovo, the «cﬂ\ud most important monastery in
scorgian Grigorii Bakuriani, who renounced

the governorship of Smolyan and Edirme to be a monk, and his brother Aba
For centuries the Orthodox Church was splic by theological disputes and
heresies: firstly Arianism, which denicd the full deity of Jesus claiming that he was
created by God, and ‘there was a time when he was not’, and then from the 4th
century Monophysitism, the doctrine that Jesus had only one nature, rather than
e and human. Finally, in the 5th century, Nestorianism argued against

the Virgin Mary being called ‘mother of God’, claiming she was mother of Christ
only in his human aspect. Monophysitism was popular in the monasteries of
Davit-Gargja and it survives as official doctrine of the Armenian Church: however,
the Georgian Apostolic Autocephalous Church has followed the official Orthodox
line. It was granted autocephaly or self-governing status in AD
abolished in 1811, when authority was transferred to the Moscow patriarchate.
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Sulin repressed religion here as elsewhere, but by 1943 he felt he'd bruk:n its
back and recognised autocephaly. In the post-Stalinist period there wm; .md
revival in the Church’s fortunes, and from 1988 some churches wqr:'r

However, it never played the sort of role in the nationalist mmgn
Roman Catholic Church did in Poland and Lithuania, partly due tp its a:\

hierarchical nature and its addiction to being allied with authoritya
to the Catholicos, Ilia I, having been selected by the KGB. B j)‘ff"”jﬁm

While the Orthodox Churcl may seem utterly conservatitel bty BBhis k)
caremely fundamentalist and regard the Catholicos and priests as daugommiy
liberal. In particular, the decision to join the World Council of Churches was seen as
virully heretical (Orthodox doctrine being that there are no other legitimate
churches), and Ilia was forced to reverse this in 1997. Nevertheless the next year he
celebrated the 20th anniversary of the election of the Pope, who then visited Georgia
in 1999, The True Orthodox sect, which also exists in Russia and Greece, is also
active here, and has links with extreme nationalist groups such as the Zviadists.
Fundamentalist groups such as Jvari (the Cross) and the Society of Saint David the
Builder have been accused of orcliestrating awtacks on Baptists, Pentecostalists and
Jehovah's sses; but Saakashvili has tackled | of those following non-
traditional faiths, for instance sending police to break into a church and arrest a priest
blamed for attacks on Jehoval's Witnesscs. There is widespread discrimination
against the 14.000-0dd Jehovah’s Witnesses in particular, due mainly to their
pacificism. The tiny Roman Catholic congregation is due largely to Tarkish
oppression of Orthodox believers in the 17th century, mainly in Meskheti

As described above, there are various Muslim communities (mosdy Shia) and a
very long-established Jewish pre: (see page 38), with synagogues in Thilisi,
Kutaisi and Batumi, Most of the Kurds are Yezid or openly pagan rather than
Muslim, but in fact pagan influences can be found throughout Georgia, and above
allin the remoter mountain areas. Decorative motifs are often derived from nature
worshi d fertility rites and offerings can be found in many places, notably trees
with pieces of cloth tied t the branches, as at a Comnish holy well. This is
especially so in Svaneti - see page 199 for more details.

There are also many premature deaths in Svaneti - se page 201 for the elaborate

i s are usually fenced plots on the edge of the

next to a village church: in the west of the country the graves can
often roofed and with benches, and sometimes a family plot will
adacha or summerhouse. Easter in particular is a time for feasting at
the graveside. Weddings are also big events in Georgia, traditionally lasting for two
or three days, with brain-damaging quantities of alchol consumed, On summer
and mn Saturdays (the Thilisol end scems particularly popular in
Thilisi) you'll sec many convoys of over-excited people rushing to and from
churches, hooting and yelling and driving even worse than usml. Women in
particular should dress respectfully to enter churches, and cover their heads; in
Thilisi there is less need for this.

0

Lovers of architecture will already be aware of Georgia’s churches. On a compact
groundplan they combine simple and efficient forms with attractive proportions
and perfect harmony with their setting. The oldest, dating from the 4th to 6th
centuries, are basilicas derived from the law courts of Rome and Byzantium, a
Syria and Asia Minor, These are relatively long straight
buildings with a semi-circular apse at the cast end for the altar and priest. In
Georgia they take two forms: firstly triple-aisled with a common ceiling and no
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THE LEGEND OF ST GEORGE

St Gearge. the patron saint of Georgia and England, was a

who was martyred in Palestine in about AD300. The legend thst he'
princess by kiling a dragon arose in the Immpos;u:}}mn
Perseus slaying a sea monster near the site of George's martyidsfa | :
to do with England but. ko in the | 2th century, Crusaders, Sirks9if 1 Bl o 5
praying for his help in battle and in 1347 England’s Order of the Garter was founded
in his name. Nor does he have anything to do with the name ‘Georgia’, which comes
from gurj, the ancient Arabic and Persian name for the country, perhaps derived from
gorg or wolf, a pagan idol. George is alsa patron of Portugal, Aragon, Catalonia and
Lithuania, and of horsemen, landowners, herdsmen and travellers.

transepts, and then from the late 6th century a uniquely Georgian form known as
the triple-naved basilica, which has longitudinal walls and doors rather than arches,
and again no transepts. Bolnisi Sioni is the only survivor of the first type, with later
and less pure forms at Anchiskhati and Urbnisi.

Domed churches derive from the form of castern Georgian homes since the 3rd
or 4th millennium BC; from the 6th century Ap these developed intw cruciform
churches, with a central cupola at the centre of a cross, In a cruciform church the
central area becomes the liturgical focus of the church, under a dome that
symbolises the sphere of heaven. Again there are two types: firstly with 2 semi-
circular apse at the cast end and the other ends square (such as Samtsevrisi), and
secondly the tetraconch form, with apses on all four arms of the cross, This
developed fast around the tm of the 7th century, when the Jvari church at
Mitskheta, with smaller chambers filling the spaces between the arms, became the
prototype for many others such as Ateni Sioni, Dzveli-Shuamta, Martvili and
Dranda. This architecrural flowering was stopped by the Arab invasion in the
second half of the 7th century; however, the Georgian Renaissance brought a new
climax in the 11th and 12th centurics, with much bigger churches such as
Svetitskhoveli (Meskheta), Bagrati (Kutaisi) and Alaverdi. In these churches too the
interior scems unexpectedly large, since the compact proportions of the
groundplan keep the vohumes tightly packed.

Many of the churches are decorated with frescoes, which are also largely based
on Byzantine traditions. Until the mid 9th century the church discouraged the
painting of human images, and in the Great keonoclasm of AD726-843 all religious
art other than images of the cross and symbolic birds and plants was destroyed.
However, Byzantine art then entered a Golden Age, named after the ruling
Macedonian dynasty, in which the development of the cruciform church was
matched by the flowering of fresco and mosaic art. This was now organised
thematically with Christ Pantocrater (Lord of All) in the central dome, the Virgin
in the apse over the altr, and the Life of Christ and the saints painted elsewhere.

In the Greek tradition the figures portrayed in religious art were strongly
madelled but unemotional, with a calm dignity and stern grandeur. However,
Georgia was also marked by the much freer and more humanistic radition of
Antioch and Alexandria, in which figures were portrayed more naturalistically and
with concern for their emotional impact. There are fow ancient mosaics in
Georgia, but fresco art reached its peak between the 11th century and the first half
of the 13th. The best are those preserved in the churches of Ateni Sioni, Kintsvisi,
Timotesubani and Ubisi; and in the cave monasteries of Bertubani and Udabno (at
Davit-Gareja) and Vardzia, as well as in Svanet; others worth looking at are in the
churches of Nekresi, Zemo Krikhi and Gelati.
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Icons (religious images) were also produced, of three types: silver, painted on

(silver and painting), the silver surface of the icory being
th gilt. The images, of Christ, the Virgin and um r
c patterns as the frescoes. The standard of metahys
amazing - sce pages 123-5.

The sack of Constantinople by the Fourth Crusade was c]u\.dy I'ul d in
Georgia by the Mongol invasions, bringing an end o the high Sripd bDGetiga)
religious art. However, in the secular sphere Glluminatsg fppamengriegsy] o

qance), Persian influence later led to much fine work in Georga.

Perhaps its unfornate that Georgia's best-known paintings are those of
Pirosmani, as his charming naive works have nearly hidden from foreign view the
country’s many other fine artists. Many of these worked in Paris in the 19205 and
19305 and were well known at the time. Perhaps the best known was Elena
Akhvlediani (1901-75), who was born in Telavi, Her mother was a princess but her
father was poor; however, they managed to send her to Thilisi's Second
Gymnasium in 1911 and then to the Thilisi Arc Academy, She spent two years in
Italy, and three in . where she exhibited in the Salon des Indépendents, before
retrning to Georgia in 1927, where she worked for Koté Marjanishvili as a stage
designer. After a long and varied career, she was declared a People’s Artist of
seorgia in 1960, and awarded the Rustaveli Prize in 1971, She had a wide range of
. none especially challenging, and was the mast romantic of the Georgian
cat interest in traditional rural life. She also produced designs for
ustrations for books, by Longfellow and Mark Twain among
nd for some children's stories.

id Kakabadze was born 1o a peasant family near Kutaisi in 1889, studied

1 St Petershurg until 1918, but was then able to change to an artistic carcer,
going to stud Paris in 1920 before living in Thilisi from 1927 uneil his death in
1952. Lado C i was born in Thilisi in 1896 and lived in Paris from 1920 to
1925 andl then in Thilisi undil his death in 1980. He toed the party line during the
Sulinist period (although for some reason his characters have no ears), but also
produced bitterly ironic graphics for private consumption. Niko Pirosmani {once
known as Piroshmanvili) was born in 186 moved to Thilisi when he was
orphaned; he worked as a self-taught sign-painter, earning drinks with his quirky
partraits. He was ‘discovered” in 1912 by three artists down from Moscow on their
holidays, but despite increased carnings his lifestyle did not change. In 1918 he was
found unconscious in a basement and taken as an unknown beggar to hospital,
where he died. Only 200 of possibly 2,000 paintings survive: quite a few can be
viewed on the websites \mva:rlnm:n ge and wwwisteele.com. A new website
art is www, C‘mrum-An .com. The contemporary art scene is
surpnsingly lively; two of my favourites are Gogi Lazarishvili and Trakli Sutidze.
There’s also a strong traditon Georgia of public art, most notably
umental sculpture and mosaics that somehow managed o a
derailed by communist dogma (there are also quite a few surviving Stalin busts

in Tbilisi, and King David the Builder (1995) in Ku
stylised monumentalism and muscularity. His contemporary Merab Merabishvili
was responsible for the statues of Gribocdev (1961) west of Saarbriicken Platz in
and of Irakli 1T in Telavi, A possible successor is Merab Berdzenishvili who
created the statues of the poets Galaction Tabidze and David Guramishvili (1966)
near Chavehavadze Avenue 21, of Paliashvili (1973) outside the Opera House, and
of King David the Builder (1997) outside the Hotel Iveria, all in Thilisi. In
Moscow the ‘monstrous creations’ of Zurab Tsereteli are impassible to avoid
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(thanks 1o his schoolboy friendship with Mayor Luzhkov) - freakjsh iron
imations of Russian folk tales and other tubh kitsch. A recent p{!
igh statue of Columbus to be erected in Puerto Rico,  cor mi
“discovery’ of America in 1492, When he saw it the client c.\m
Tsereteli swift
the Gread' (as founder of the Russian navy): Dervla &!miﬁy

onumental kitsch ... a grotesque agglomeration of shigy pnd-f]y q-g{ wn 3
seeming 1o rise out of the river, dwarfing every building in sight’. Althougl
a house with a very strange and wonderful garden in the hills outside Tbili (]\lsl
visible to the left of the i road soon after the Vake cemetery), there's very
litdle of his work to be seen in the city, except for the psychedelic mosaic fagade of
the Isracli embassy (1977), another on the Ortachala bus station (1973), and the
statue of St George and the Dragon now being installed in Freedom Square.

A uniquely Georgian style of theatre, stylised but emotionally powerful, has
developed, which is rightly scen as one of its national wreasures. Under great
directors like Robert Sturua (who runs the Rustaveli Theatre in Thilisi), this style
is turned loose on foreign classics as much as on Georgian texts, Shakespeare is a
particular favourie, with very successtul world tours of plays such as Richard 1,
which oddly is seen as his greatest work. (‘It's magnificent, but i's not Shakespeare,”
was the comment of the Royal Shakespeare Company’s director Adrian Noble.) It's
remarkable how many Shakespearean references Georgian journal

GIFT. the Georgian International Festival of the Theatre, was founded
with a bravura publicity campaign and made a great impact, with many hi

med international artists and companies appearing for next to nothing; the
tival was smaller, due to funding problems, but future festivals, in or
around September each year, based at Thilisi's Marjanishvili Theatre, should be
well worth seeing.

The Georgian National Ballet is usually abroad nowadays, thanks to a
worldwide reputation for athleticism and spectacle, including sabre dances and
knife-throwing, The Sate Baller, now run by Nina Ananiashvili, ex-prima
ballerina of the Bolshoi and American Ballet Theatre, is undergoing a remarkable
revivaly the ballets of George Balanchine (sce page 183) are of course very
important to them.

Georaia also had a highly successful cinema industry, based at the Gruzhia filim
studios n Thilisr’s Digomi suburb. ’i:m]m Akhmetil worked with the Rustaveli
Theatre from 1928 to 1935 be! films to such effect that he now has a
metro station named after him. Koté Marjanishvili also worked at the Rustaveli,
and the main square on the left bank of the Mtkvari is named after | Both men
were shot in Stalin’s reign of terrar. Sergei Paradjanov was born to an Armenian
family in Thilisi and lived in Kyiv until his death in 1990, so, although he filmed
quintessentially Georgian subjects such as The Sarami Fortress, he's not generally
thought of as a Georgian director. Misha Chatureli, Stalin’s favourite director and
a personal friend, made historical and propaganda films, and his daughter Sophiko
ureli starred in Paradjanov’ s masterpiece The Colour of Pomegranates. The
successful biopic Pirosnani was dirccted by Eldar Shengelaia, son of the director
Nikoloz Shengelaia and the actress Natw Vachnadze, after whom the Nato, the
Georgian equivalent of the Oscar, is named. The most successful Georgian film of
recent years is Repentance (Monanicha; 1986, directed by Tenghiz Abuladze), about
a dictator who was a thinly veiled composite of Stalin and Beria; it won six priz
Temur Babluani’s The Sun of the Sleepless (1991) won a Silver Bear at the Berlin

m Festival. The director Nana Jorjadze, meanwhile, carned an Oscar
nomination for Chef in Love (with the French comic star Pierre Richard) in 1996
and was elected a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

1997
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The Georgian industry has more or less collapsed, but fine directors such as
Jorjadze, Otar losscliani, Mikheil Kobakhidze, Dino Tsintsadze and /Tyakli
Kvirikadze are doing well abroad (especially in France), as well as-actats
Dato Bakhtdze, Nutsa Kukhianidze and Merab Ninidze.

The classic work of Georgian literature is The Kutight in the Rantl
Shota Rustaveli, who was Queen Tamar's treasurer; the writer, Fitz,
il s Tine Sl sorica) jicet uf freat broaddly o€ VISR FLIE G
fusing the currents of neo-Plawnist philosophy and cagidh, Rirhdiddl] e
foreshadows the literature of courtly (Platonic) love of the European Renaissance,
but was only translated into English after World War I by Marjory Wardrop, whose
brother Oliver was then Britain's chief commissioner of Transcaucasia. In the 19th
century there was a fine crop of romantic poers, led by Alexander Chavehavadze
(1786-1846), a friend of the Russians Pushkin and Gribocdov (who marricd his
danghter); others included Nikoloz Baratshvili (1817-45) and Akaki
(1840-1915), who is not o be confused with the radical journalist Georgi
(1842-1900). Galaction Tabidze (1892-1959) is the most popular of €
20th-century poets, whose c is still bitterly regretted. His less famou:
Titsian Tabidze (born 1895) was shot in the purge of 1937 (he was a close friend of
Boris Pasternak, who translated his work into English, and whose genuine love of
Georgia probably helped save him in the purges; many of his translations of
Georgian poetry were done in Tabidze’s flat on Griboedov kucha in Tbil
Currently Russia’s hottest novelist is Grigori Chkartishvili (under the un-
Georgian pseudonym Boris Akunin) whose books about his fictional 19th-centy
detective Fandorin are aimed at the middle class and not at all trashy.

GEORGIAN MUSIC Georgia has a wonderful and highly distinctive tradition of
polyphonic singing, which developed several hundred years before it appeared in
western Europe. Instrumental music and music for dancing are ako quite
commaon, but as later developments from the vocal tradition. Folk songs span many
genres, with women singing traditional lullaby and healing songs, while men. often
accompanicd by large quantitics of wine, sing war and feasting songs; some festival
songs may have been sung by men and women together.

Igor Stravinsky said that Georgian polyphony was ‘more imporcant than all the
discoveries of new music’. This was recognised when it was named part of

=)

I|mm|nry~ intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO in 2001 and the Rescarch
nter for Traditional Polyphony of Georgia was founded ar Thilisi State
(mmmmm Its website (wwepolyphony:ge/enfhontepage/ione.php) s 3 great
source of information on Georgian son

Georgians g all their own, which baffled the 19th-century
musicologists who first tried to transcribe Georgian folk sonigs and church chants
into Western notation. Georgian folk music is modal and often breaks out of
simple ‘major’ or ‘minor’ clssifications, being characterised more by the
dissonance and resolution of close harmony. This produces a rich sonoraus flow of
sound stabbed from time to time by startling disharmonics, often repeated, before
rerurning to the smooth flow. Parallel firsts, fifths and octaves, long ‘banned in the

est, still predominate in Georgia; minor and major thirds are both considered
dissonant, hence the frequent use of non-resolving fourths and sevenths.

Polyphony and harmony are both suppmd to have existed in Georgia when
both Orient and Occident were still monodic. Ifs easy to sce the roots of
polyphony in Georgian choral song, in wluzh asingle melody was supported by an
organ-poing or plain chant, o keep the lead singer in pitch; in Georgia the plain
chant is nsually sung by the middle part. This very strong drone may have evolved
for the church acoustic. The 11th-century scholar 1 Petrisi explained the
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nature of the Trinity in terms of the harmonic and melodic mnumm uf e three
voices — the mzehekri mazkhr or top voice (in fact a mid Iir, 4y (oige
or low tenor, and ham or bass. The various genres of folk uﬁl‘g\lkw [
(working songs), supruli (able songs, including toasts), mlqmih} (lov ;ﬂ{;,’:)m
sagmiro (¢pic songs - a long solo from the oral tradition or fy Vel ifiagen nu
writer such as Chavehavadze). Songs are mostly in the (nn\lﬁ‘ 13 ‘[Jﬁ‘ Jﬂﬁ
with or without a refrain, with syllabic scting as a rule. Rhyfhinfity; lén‘
a swift alternation of 3/4 and &/8 in the same phrase, accounting im the ‘bouncy
nature of Georgian secular song,

The mast complex polyphony is to be found in the western regions, above all in
ria, where the composer Honegger was defeated trying o notate a seven-part
song; every voice is given a special degree of freedom, with even the bass

mprovising frecly and taking solos. Nadnri songs (from nadi, voluntary co-operative
labour for harvesting or house-building) are nique to Guria, with two choruses of
four voices al e k i

the top vice ar iy simply indulges in
yodel-like wordless cries, the tenor or damtskebi carries the poetic text, the third
voice or shemkmobari carries the organ-poing, and the bass or bani sings a wordless
melodic counterpoint to the tenor. The Mingrelians also excel in weaving voices,
with ‘composed” ritenuti and accelerandi. Mingrelia is the only place where you may
find mixed choruses of men and women. Wordless (glossolalic) phrases (like ‘hey-
nonny-no’ in an English madrigal) a Ity commeon in the west of Georgia.

Svancti, high in the Caucastss, has kept alive a primeval and ethereal style of
three-part singing, with pentatonic harmonies (unlike the rest of Georgia). This is
often accompanied by the changi, the Svan harp, which looks as if it's come straight
cek vase, or the | e chianari or panduri (which can only be played by
men). Svaneti is also rich in round-dances called perkhuli, which gradually
accelerate to end in fantastic male dance solos, and in female mourning songs. The
funeral traditions here and in Racha combine pre-Christian wailing traditions with
Christian singing, mainly by women though sometimes by men, but not together.

In eastern Georgian songs the bass often sings a long steady wordless drone,
over which the heroic tenors sing omamented wnes with words in close harmony;
chureh chants show similarities to the region’s secu ic, although all parts
sing wor ome of the richest, most sonorous and wine-soaked songs predictably
come from Kakheti, while further south you find the long, lyrical orowel, a rare
example of a solo song originally sung while ploughing or riding an oxcart. These
are closely refated in name and sound to the hororel songs of Armenia.

Church music, which shows a dircet line of descent from Byzantium, is skower
and softer than secular music with harmonics and melodic patterns more interwoven,
and a static thythm. Hymns arc sung with ereat intensicy and voices overlapping (o
ive continuous moving harmonics, as if the singers are not breathinig. The unique
Orthodox chant wradition of medieval Georgia survives in the form of manuscripts
from the 10th century onwards and from handwritten transcriptions from the early
20th century into Western musical notation. Chant developed as Byzantine texts were
wanslated in Palestine and Mount Athos in the 9th and 10th centuries by Georgian
monk scholars such as Giorgi Maatsmindeli and Grigol Khandzteli.

Three-part homophonic chant is believed t have begun at dhis period, as
academies were founded t propagate church traditions such as chanting, centred on
Gelati monastery near Kutaisi. Students spent up to seven years learning their craft
from snuligalobeli (master chanters) before being initiated as chanters themselves.

The mewmas (musical notation) was gradually lost from the 17th century, and
only deciphered in the mid 20th cenwry, although local styles were passed down
verbally, while medicval neumatic notation is still undeciphered. A hymn 1o the
Virgin by King Demetre 1 (1125-56), You are the Vine' (Shen Khar Vinakhi), has
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also been sung at weddings for a century or more. The mixture of a strong secular
Ginging tradition and the professional school of church dmutyicldu.d: ¢
“folk-sacred” songs such as chona, fertility songs performed just !

alilo, carols sung around the village on Christmas Eve (5 Jmuap«;\

ng is the dominant traditional form of music, i md/‘:
Georgia, the oldest yet found being a 3.000-year-old bone shawin sahnl frbm
near Mrskheta, The dofi, a round skin-covered drum, beat Stesl4 S £

accompany ancient Georgians into baule (as attested by h:gﬁpyuﬁﬂﬂgﬁ&ju
the Mossynocci tribe). C

stringed lute from 1 Georgia, the chongari, a four-stringed phhknd lute from
western Georgia, and from Svaneti and Racha the dranari, a viol-like three-
stringed bowed instrument employing harmonics, and the changi, a hand-carved
wooden harp. There are two waditional bagpipes, the chifoni from Adjara and the
Qm'alﬂ‘m‘ from Racha. I include the clarinet-like dudnki and
the oboe-like zuma, both from Armenia (sce below).

From the 19th century Western harmonies have combined with Georgian three-
part singing o form a popular genre known as ‘urban n which can now be
car and bar of I i
sung in simple harmony and sometimes accompanied by guitar or piano. The most
famous cxample is Suliko, a song of homesickness by the poct Akaki Tereteli,
which as everyone will remind you was Stalin’s favourite.
st period, the Rustavi Choir was the best known of Georgia's
nsembles, and produced some fine recordings, now on CD, which
a good introduction to Geargian song. Similarly the Tsinandali Choir
produced an enjoyable collection, Table Songs of Georgia, in fact all from Kakheti. As
ever, French companics such as Ocora have produced some good compilations of
ficld recor Ja including a fine collection from Svancti. However, in post-
rgia it's the Anchiskhati Choir (wiew.anchiskhati org) and a group
called Mtiebi (Mumlug Star’) who have emerged as the leaders in TL‘dlSﬂ!V\
and preserving the most authentic examples of Georgian son
available from Edition Musikat, Charlottens

).
Choir’s five CDs are available from Marika Lap: Max-Braucr-Allee 68,
22765 Iamlmrz,ﬂ Germany (W +49 40 389 2222; e info@lile.de; wwnelile.de). Their

oir — Sacred Music from the Medieval Ages - Georgian Polyphonic

0 . Others to look out for include Zedashe, Elesa and
the women's choir Mzetamze; Georgian have also appeared in the West,
such as the London Georgian Singers, the Canadian groups Kavkasia and Darbazi
(wnewargosoft.comfarbazi), and in the USA Iveria (wnwiveria.org), which has
released a CD, Songs from the Republic of Georgia.

In addition, 99 Georgiar Songs, a work book for singers by Miticbi's founder, the late
sher Garakanidze, is published by the Centre for Performance Rescarch at the
University  of Wals, 6 Science Park, Aberystwyth  SY23 3AH

books.co.uk). Songbooks are available online from Northern
Harmony in Vermont (i ferul ghookeshtm). 1f you
read German, see also Musik aus Georgien by Thomas Houssermann (Erka Verlag,
1993). If addicted, you could join the Georgian Harmony Association (o Michael
Bloom, 5 Alder Lodge, 292 Bury St West, London N 9LL; N 020 8360 9991;
e michaelbloom I(@compuserve.com), or the Maspindzeli choir in London
(hupmaspindzeli.ong.uk). There should soon be detailed information on Georgian
music on wwwgeofolk.net

In the fitld of classical music, the great bass Paata Burchuladze (born1955) is
Georgia's main claim to fame; he's very much in the Western operatic tradition rather
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Katie (originally Ketevan) Melua has put Georgia on the map for a
of Westemers. i

. However, a5 a folk-jazz-bluesy singer-songwriter
Cassidy, Ella Fitzgerald, Freddie Mercury, Nick Drake, Joni Mitchell R
she: seems an unlikely candidate for chart success, even with her 1
good looks and her lack of ego. SNL=NFUISS S

Bom in Kutaisi in 1984, she came to Britain in 1992 when her surgeon father
took a job in Beffast, moving to Surrey in 1997, As a student at the Brit School for
Performing Arts, she was discovered by producer Mike Batt; fortunately Melua was
unaware of his earlier career as creator of The Wombles.

Her first album, Call Off The Search, was released in 2003, with songs by Melua,
Batt, John Mayall and Randy Newman; it sold 1.7 million copies in the UK, making
her the country's best-selling fernale artist two years running, and three milion
abroad. Her debut single, ‘The Closest Thing to Crazy', written by Batt, was a top-
ten hit in the UK. Her follow-up album Piece By Piece, released in 2005, was darker
but just as suecessfl,

In 2005 she became a British citizen, partly so as to be able to travel without
needing visas almost everywhere, but she retains Georgian citizenship. She's never
been seen s a tumcoat in Georga — probably because few over the age of 16
recognise the name, and those who do think of her as 'half-Georgian' ~ and
returned in early 2005 to record with a traditional male-voice choir. She gave her
first concert there in Movember 2005 and says she'd like to do an album of
Georgan folk songs. A year later she performed the world's deepest gig on a
Norwegian ol rig, a record 303m underwater.

Mehua's sense of humour came to the fore after a tongue-in-cheek media debate
‘about the scientific accuracy of some fyrics in her song 'Nine Million Bicydes'. She duly
produced a spoof ‘corrected’ version which went: 'We are |3.7 bilion light-years
from the edge of the obsenable universe. That's a good estimate with well-defined
error bars and with the avaiable information, | predict that | will ahways be with you.

For more information see wwwkatiemelua.com.

than the Russian, and is in great demand worldwide. Less well known are the
nsugh Kakhidze and Evgeni Mikeladze, the pianist Eliso Virsaladze,
and the violmists Elizabeth Batiashvili and Marina lashviki. The Thilisi opera house
is named after the composer Zakaria Paliashvili (1871-1933), who established
classical music in Georgia with his operas Abessalon and Eteri (1918, 2 monumental
tragedy), the lyric-dramatic Daisi (1923, prefiguring Khachaturian but with a
“Georgian® tane in its peasant crowd scenes) and the heroic-patriotic Latavra (1927).
Mikhail Ippolitov-Tvanov (1859-1935), a student of Rimsky-Korsakov, was
conductor of the Tbilisi Symphony Orchestra for a decade, and his Cawcasian Sketches
(1895) is based on Georgian folk tuncs. It may be interesting to know that Stravinsky
based Les Noces on Georgian harmonic and melodic patterns. The leading Georgian
composer of the 20th century was Gia Kancheli (bom 1935), whose violene carly
symphonies have given way to increasingly subdued, wistful later works.

Armenia, by contrast, is known for lively instrumental music (derived from the
Islamic world) with drums and the duduk, like a reedy clarinet (usually played in
pairs, with the sccond instrument providing a drone). The other traditional style is
that of the ashugs or roubadours, who were poets and storytellers as well as
musicians. The most famous was Sayat Nova (1712-95) who was based in Thilisi,
at the court of Irakli 11
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WHEN T0 VISIT (AND WHY)

Firstly, for as long as Georgia remains at risk of
smartest ime o visit, except for Thilisi and the
too hot and humid, but spring and autumn are ideal times to 1 particular the
golden autumin colours can be spectacular, and the wine harvest makes this a great
time to visit Kakheti.

HIGHLIGHTS

Given the difficulties and unpredictabilities of travel in Georgia, many visitors will
ne themsclves to Thilisi, with bricf e s 10 places such as Meskheta and
However, the rewards for ve side the capital are great for
d to make the effore. To the eally placed for an outing
pling win and to the north the Georgian

Military Highway leads into the heart of the High Cancasus. The country's m
asis is the highway from Thilisi to Kutaisi and on to Poti or Batumi, or to Zugdi
and Abkhazia; this begins by following the Mtkvari and then crosses into the Riani
west of the country. Batumi is one of the mast pleasant and lid-back

citics in Georgia, although the Black Sca’s beaches are not really worth visiting.
From Zugdidi it’s also possible to head north into the heart of the Caucasus, to the
region of Svaneti where unique architecture and scmi-pagan customs ar prescrved.

TOURIST INFORMATION

There's no system for providing tourists with information in Georgia (although a
tourist information centre is planned in Thilisi, probably on Pushkin Square), so
you should try to get all the information you think you'll need before departure
The Department of Tourism and Resorts (Kazbegi Av 124, 0160 Thili
32 381535/54; § +995 32 294052; @ georgia(@ tourisn gov.ge; wivnw10urisni.gouge) may
answer s questions, but they have just one general brochure and a map w0
mail out. The mobile phone company Geocell has an information number
(Y 7099; USS$0.17/min) where there should be an Er h-speaking operator,

Your best bet is probably to use the internet, although searches for ‘Georgia®
always produce vast amounts of material on the US st — uy “Thilisi' or
“Caucasus websites.

If venturs . c should pick up the third edition of
the 1:625000 map of Georgia, published by International Travel Maps of
Vancouver BC and available in major stores such as Stanfords (12 Long Ace,

E 1‘320 7&!5 UZI f 020 7836 0189; e sales@stanfords.co.nk). A
|dur.u3 in

crmany by ERKA-Verlag, called
“s also a 1:1,000,000 map of the
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iMap of Budapest and i
and other shaps, or through Ca

TOUR OPERATORS

ucasus which includes parts of Russia, Turkey and Iran: his
y

if published
lable through Bartholowibwts A Sedbfords
us Travel, who have put Muw.u/a?.n it.

HE W |

UK
Exodus 9 Weir Rd, Londen SW12 ONE; ™ 020 8615
5550, 0870 950 0039: T 8673 0779, e ik @
exodus.cousk; winw exodus.(o.uk. I the past this
company has aio aperated hiking tips to Georgia bat
is not currently doing 50. It may be worth contacting
Exodas, howeser, o see i this has changed.

Melson Hse, 55 Yictoria Rd, Farnborough
GUI4 TPA: Y 0870 333 4001; £ 01252 391110;
@ info@ explore.co.uk; www.explore.o.uk. This
campary ofes hiking trips. Ther £1,029 Land of
the Golden Fleece tour spends 6 days in Armenia &
10 in Georgia, with a bit of walking at Gudauri,
Kazbegi & Davit-Gareja.
Regent Holidays 15 John St Bristol BSI 2HEK;
0870 499 0911 T 0117 925 4866;
@ regent @ regent-holidays.co.uk; www regent-
holidays.co.uk. Regent is the leading Briish operator,
ofring talor-made tours 1o suit any budget o
imterest. It can book a1 much or as litle as
required of accommodation, tramaport, guides o
other services. Long weekends cost from £535 in
Toiai their nine-day Cassic Georgia toar costs rom
£1.190 low season or £1250 high pp. Al prices
indude fights.
Ride World Wide Staddon Farm, North Tawton, Devon
EX20 2B ™\ 01837 B2544; f 01837 82175,
& info@rideworkdwide.com;
www rideworidwide.co.uk. Offers a 10-day horseback
trip for £1,370, exploring the file-touristed area
south & southwest of Toisi induding the [2th-
century monasteries of Gudarekbi & Pitaeti

Cruising

Woble Caledonia 7 Chester Close, London SWIK
TBE; 020 7752 0000; f 020 7245 0388;
info @ noble-caledonia.co.ck; ww.nabie-

SNS=FIUIY S5
Silk Road and Beyond 371 Keasington High it
London W14 8QL ™ 020 7371 3131 020 7602
9715; @ sales @ silkroadandbeyend.co.uk:
www silkroadandbeyond.co.uk. Offers 2 9-day private
tour from £1,190 (haring) or £1,590 sk 3 S-day
break in Thilisi costs £695/795.

Bast 51 Castle St, Grencester, Wilts 6L7
1QD; ™ 01285 51010, 880980; £ 01285 B85888;
© east @ steppestravel co.uk; wvw steppestravel.co.uk.
Steppes East also arranges trips to Georgia a5 well
as Amenia & Azerbaijan; these are custom-made but
3 Iieday wur inc Sraneti & Nazbegi would cost
£1,650.

The Traveller & Palanquin 52 Great Russell St,
London WCIB 3PS; ™ 020 7436 9343; www.the-
traveller.co.uk. This company offers a Caucasian
Traveller caltural tour (covering Geargia, Armenia &
HRaerbaijan) which costs USS2550 for 17 days; it
alio runs | I-day trips to Georgia, though not every
year.

‘Wild Froatiers Adventure Travel § Townmead Business
Centre, William Morris Way, Landon SWé 25E N 020
136 3968; 020 7751 0710; www wildfronters co.uk.
This company offers adhentarous igs such 35 the
Short Walk in the Caucasus or Land of Hyths
Mountins, both 9 days for £1,050 fplus £400 for
fights from the UK),visiing Gedauri & Narbegi, pls
Balouriani & Vardaia on the Land f yths &
Hountans tour. It alo combines Georgia with
Maerbaijan & Armenia, a 14-day tip costing £1.400
(s fighes), as well as skiing at Gudauri.

caledonia.co.uk. Offers a Black Sea circuit inc 2
stop in Batumi, with excursions as far afield as
Gelat, from £1,995.

US From the United States there arc more expensive trips on offer.

IR 85 South Waskingn S, Suie 210, Seatle, WA
SBIO4, S +1 800 424 1289, 206 24 1285, fax
+1 106 644 1 @ inko @ mircop com;
wwwmircorp.com. HIR offers 3 13-day cubural tour
unring weekly through the summer, for US53,395,
Mountain Travel Sobek 1266 6éth 5, Suie 4,
Emeryrille, CA 94608; \ +1 988 687 6235, 510
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594 6000 £ +1 510 594 4001; € info®
mtssbek.com; wwnwmisobekcom. Simitar 1o Wikderness
Travel fiee below).

Wildersess Travel 1102 9th 51, Berkeey, A 94710;
N +1 800 368 2194 T +1 510 558 249 This
company offers 1-day ips for about USS3.600, inc
strenuous Hiking in Tiheti



AROUND THE WORLD

Adventure Ceatre Torontos ™ +1 416 922 7584, &
Adventure Genter, Emerprille, Galfornia; ™ +1 800
127 8741, Offers the Explore tip (see )
Adventare World Australiz; § branches inc Sydney;
N +61 02 8913 0700, Ofers the Explore tip fsee
).

ERKA Relsen Posttach 4240, Robert Sol Sir 21,
14626 Bruchsal; \ +49 1257 B0 £ +49 7257

QO @ senvice @ ekareisen d; www ekareisen .

This German company offers tours for Germans,

GEORGIA

Alioni Travel Services Kazbegi St ™ 922993;

f 380666; @ alionitour @ gol ge; www.alionitour.ge.
Offers car tours, hiking & camping trigs, homestays
& cultural ips, incuding_to Tushet, Kakheti &
Davit-Garefa.

Argotour Paliashvili 28/8; ™\ 192706, 2917%;

f 0422, @ argatourism @ gol ge;

wew argotourcom. Haraishl 5 952614,
53985, Shevchenko 10; ™y 921780, Shartxva 1;
88708, This companys branches are apen 7
days 2 week (Mon-Sat 09.30-19.00, Sun
10.00-18.00); it alio has a desk in the Courtyard
by Harriott Hotel, Freedom Square 4; “VF 99904
@ argotour_hotel @ service.net.ge.

Cancasus Travel Leselidze 44/11, 0105 Toilsi;

N 981400, f 91, e online @
cucasustravel com; www.caucasustravel com. Set up in
1991 by some of Georgia Irading clmbers a5
Cavcasian Travel, the company was renamed when it
was found that this could give offence now it the
Ieading agency dealing with incoming touriss & has
associated comganies. offering car hire, business
consubtancy & adventure tours, Service s superb &
theyre totally reiable regarding what is pessible or
safe; their website is an excellent reference tool.
Ther ciy tour costs USYS0-95 depending on
sumbers; day trips to Dant-Gareja cust USSTO- 160,
Ex-Caucasus 1 899 781718, This company
specialies in paragliding,

Explore Georgla Bamov 1; ) 921911; € ino@
exploregeargia.com; www.exploregeargia.com. This
company has a full range of hiking, cimbing.
hareriding, mountain-biking & caving rips.
Georglan Adventures Barnov 42 " 250491;

e info@ gata.ge; www.gata ge. This company offers
1rigs 1o Lagodekhi & Khewsureti & 14 weekend tours
for expats (costng USS214-312 for 2 nights)
Georgian Discovery Tours Chavchavadze v 74;

N 194953; T 204000; € info@pgdtge: wewgdtge.
This Georgian-wiss company offes boutique toors.

imge ||l‘v@l:idulﬁl‘rhq
e kavkasus-reisen.de. This German- rm
offers adventure tours, inc & 4,1}: 1]
tour for €1,380 (Imquy# i,
Borjomi-Rharagaul NatioFdbark mnnrg WJ
3 days;or a 11-day wek in Khevsurei for €1,250.
Trek Holidays Camada; tolliree ) +1 888 456
3522, Offers the Explore i (see UK.

waturally in¢ cimbing, riding & farm. stays
Kashasus Reisen Janjgava 14, Thihsi, 7y ftﬂ/

Georgian Travel Guide Digomi 2, 19-30; m 893
937751, 899 S54335; F 3T1917. e gg@geonerge:
wee travelguide.ge. Paricalarly usekl fo Uips to
DavitGareia (sbout USS100 for 1-3 people) or for
skiing & wine tours.

GeorgiCa Travel Shanidee 22; N 252199:

1 985600; & grorgia @ caucasusnet;

e georgicatravel ge. This company offers cultural
tours, trekking, horseriding, cycing & climbing, They
can book accommodation & car hire, & can offer
combined trips with other Caucasian & Silk Road
counties.

Intourist Camcasia. Louis Pastear 14; ™y 91056;

£ 910646; & intourism @ yahoo.com;
hutp:/fitour.8m.com

Jobn Grabam s +995 99 345370, & jagrabam@
wesleyan.edu. Jobn ruas music courses in Signaghi, &
alio offers occasional tours such as Disconeing
Medieval Monasticism in Georgia, at US$1.200 for 11

days

SkyGeorga Rustanel 19; ) 922581; € tour@
sky.ge; wwwsky.ge. This is an analgamation of 4
companies offeing air & botel reservations, car & bus
rental & other travel services; it offers day tours of
Thais (US§90). Hiskheta & Gon (VSS110), Davit-Gareja
(USS110) or Kazbegi (USSIIS), or 2 days in Kazbegi
(US$300), Kakheti (USS270) or lmereti (US5290).
Sanmy Travel S 23062 @ inbo @
discovergeorgianet; wew.discovergeorgianet, Offers
adventure & cdtural tours, induding day tours of
Thilisi & Davit-Gareja.

Sustanable Tourism Centre (STC) Paiashvii sr 17,
Thilisi; W 224962; T 226030, m1 899 $78449;

© sic@gol.gt; www.osghpefstc. The Centre’
Geargian Explorer programme offes guided ascents
of Hounts Kabegi & Uzhba (from USS9S. per day) &
(Chaukhi (from USS95 for 2 days), as well as. hilang
& ska-mountaineering trips.

Thilisi Tourist Centre Akhvlediani Sur $; ™ 985075;
e tic@wanex net; www tc go. Ofers general &
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culturl tours maily for Germans, such a5 § days in
the Borjomi-Kharagauk National Park (€ 570) or the
High & Low Caucasus (15 days for €940)

Visit Georgla Wishnianidze 14; /T 994825,

e visitgeorgia @geaneLge; wew.vsitgeorgiage.
Offers 2 wide range of tours; prices vary with the
standard of hotels. However, using a 2-star botel in

Thilisi, the 9-day In Search of the G

tour of western fnvr]wam?_ l
depending on numbers-the

Hountains toar costs USS860°1,1305hmbin
Kasbegi costs USSS10890 for 8 ‘o, 2 Today wine
nw-hagll :}.mishdﬁ&dmz&m )
T-day birding tour dofth HSTSHEITA U1 J o

If you want to do it yourself, Tariel Tabashidze (\ 648928 m 599 648928;
€ tariel_abashidze@yahoo.com) is a good guide who speaks German and English, and
has a Subaru 44 car, for US$40 per day plus petrol (US$50 for a Niva jecp). You
can find similar contacts on the noticeboard at Prospero’s Books, (sce page 109)
such as Dato (m 899 766890, 899 197815), charging just US$15 per day with your
car, or more with his.

RED TAPE
Since Junc 2003

zens of the European Union, USA, Canada, Japan, Isracl and
it ot required visas for visits to Georgia of up to 90 days;
nevertheless most tour com, i indicate that visas are required by
ave a full passpore with three months of validity
ng. Most others can buy a single-entry onc-month visa on arrival at
cicher Thiilsi or Batumi airports for US$10. Visas are not issued at land borders,
so if any Australians, New Zealinders and othy ¢ 1o enter at Sarpi will
have to call at one of the Georgian consula Istanbul and Ankara,
which issuc visas on the spot. You can, of course, apply in advance: visa
application forms can be downloaded from wawgeorgiacmb. org/vizisblanki.pdf:
you'll also need o send your passport, a colour photo, a money order or certificd
cheque (no cash or credit cards) and paid self-addressed envelope. re
USS10 or £7 for a month (US$15 or £11 for double entry), or USS30/45
(£21/32) for a three-month stay. A transit visa costs US$5 (£3.50) and a one-ycar
multiple-cntry visa US$100 (£70).

Visa extensions are no longer given as such; if expe
go to the Civil Registration Agency offices at Budapest 2, Saburtalo, or Irakli
Abashidze 68, Vake, and ask for a temporary residence permit, For further
information contact the Ministry of Forcign Affairs (Chitadze 4, Thilisi; s 284747:
T 284761; € informt@mfa,govge; open Mon-Fri 10.00-14.00). It's better not to
averstay — on exit you will pay threc times the cost of your visa plus a fine for each
day overstayed. I's not possible to cross from Georgia to Abkhazia; however,
there’s no problem visiting Adjara and Batumi, or South Ossetia and Tokhinvali,
although the British and US embassies still ad inst the lase,

There has been a great deal of petty corruption and grafting at Georgia’s borders,
with officials demanding a few dollars from travellers, but this has largely been
cleaned up since the Rose Revolution

as

ng to overstay you should

Armenia Arami 42, Yerevan; ™ +374 2 513674,
SEA183: T+ 374 2 S435T: @ geomgn@
armince.com, geoemb @netsysam

Austria Marokanegasse 16, 1130 Vienna; ™ +43 |
10 3611 £ +43 1 710 3610 @ grorga@
magnetat, georgia@nextraat

Auerbaljan Asafa Teinalli 24, Icheri Shekher, 370004
Bake; Y +994 12 457 455860, T +994 12 497
4581; ¢ emb@ georgian baku.az,

embgeo @azeurotel.com

Benelux & U Av Ocbn 58, 1150 Brussels; S +72
2T60 1190/8 F 4322 1 261 1198,
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& mdgade @ skynet be; comulate: Square Charles
Wiser 2, 1040 Brussels; ™ +322 2 732 8550;
43002 132 8847,
e sonsulaire georgie @ skyneLbe
France Av Peincare 104, 15116 Paris; ™ +33 | 45
Q216 167 +33 1 45 02 16 01; @ sophieko @
cybercableIr, ambgeo @ 12n00s.g¢

Heinrich Mann Strasse 32, 13156 Berlin;
#4930 484 9070, 90715, consulate +4 30
484 90741-3; f +49 30 484 90720;

in Elmada: Cumhuriyer Caddessi 19, Beln i Apt
Elmads, fis,btanbel 34373 % +90.212

9006; £ +50 212 343 9256; .

i govge, sakons @ suptronime.com

Ertev Pasha 10, Trabzon; % +90 m:
1490 462 32 296 € mm.

Ulraine Helnkora 830, Mﬁi

451 43557 1 +380 & BSL43EI b pl:
peorgia.com.ua; wew.georgiaorgua; conilate Tnlmr
30, 85045 Odessa; ¥ +380 48 726 4TI F +360
48 131 0495, &

e geobotger @20l com,
Iran 8th Aley 9, Shaid Qaandar (Dastoor-e Jonach)
§0, Sadr Expressway, Tehrang ™ +98 11 260 9765;

498 21 260 154; € lia_

4 Russell EM; London W14 BEL
\ +H4 0 Hﬂi Hﬂ f +44 20 7603 b“i

Italy Corso Yittoric Emanuele Il 21 u:h A 00188
Rome;  +39 06 6992 3298, 6993 2508; f +19
06 6994 1942; @ amgeorgia @ libero it

Federation Hali Rehewskii Lane 6, 121069
Hoscow,  +7 095 290 4657, 921787 f +7 095
2912 1136; @ inena@gotmanelry
Tarkey Hilal Mahallsi, Hollnds Cad 31, fankaya,
06680 Ankara; ™\ +90 312 442 4508-10; f +90
312 442 6507; & geoemb@ adanetir; & comulates

GETTING THERE AND AWAY

(mﬁgmnoifnwﬂmopmidm!wm&
Fii 10.00-13.00 except British &

Usited States, Canada & Meaico 1101 15th n W,
Suite 602, Washington DC 20008; ™ +1 202 387
2390, consulate +1 200 393 &060, 387 9150;
f+1 200 393 4537; e embassy @ georgiaembaorg,
conulate @ georgiaem.org; www georgiaemb.org
(consute open Mon—Fri |4.00-17.00, marnings by
appainimen)

4~ BY PLANE Travelling dircedy from western Europe or North America, you have
little choice but w fly; however, almost all the schedules are inconvenient in the
extreme.

From Britain the only direct flights are with bmi (once British Midland), which
in February 2007 bought BMed (formerly British Mediterranean Airways), which
for ten years had been flying from London Heathrow to Thilisi as a British Airways
franchise operator, Currently bookings can still be made through BA as well as
through bmi and its Star Alliance partncrs, although this may change. They
continue to fly A320 Airbuses, leaving Heathrow in the early afternoon on
Wednesday, Fi 'd:r,'s and Sunday and arriving four and a half hours later, late in the
evening local time - you'll be unable to change money or catch a bus at the airport,
although there are ATMs, taxis and trains. Retarn ﬂ:gus are more convenient,

ing mid-morning on Monday, Thursday and Saturday and arriving in the carly
afternoon.

Other Star Alliance airlines serving Thilisi are Lufthansa and Austrian Airlines -
Lufthansa has flights from Munich five nights a week, arriving at 04.00 (with
connections fly three times a week, leaving
Vienna at 22.30 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, returning at 05.45 on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday, ideal for connecting flights — Austrian fly from Heathrow
four times a day.

There's akso Turkish Airlines (THY), which flies four days a week from

widh 4 connection from London Sansted at 13.20 which gets you to

2.3 ress flies from

on \unda‘, it adnmp (€280 onc-way, € 430 revurn) but offers no conneeions and
is not wholly reliable. Air Baltic also offers cheap lights from Riga, at about 23.00
on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday, arriving in Thilisi at 04.00 and returning at
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04.50; but flights from London or Manch
Riga, Rer

require at least a 24-hour stopover
(32

there's a substantially cheaper f
Istanbul (little more than £40 re
where you can travel overland (:

30 including taxes, depending on scason.

From New York, return fares to Thilisi usually start at sboul{USS§71) ’f:

fornia they start at USSTON plus taxes. I¢s worth noting that it often
¢ to Ye

m Tvlll\ Easylet from Brig(iyy, witlf lug)) 4ram
below)

ter (8290 return includipg, taxes)
1 fares from lmutm.‘ }ﬁ: hout

res A i aEld ko

cvan, Far cheaper

The main Georgian operator is Georgian Airways (still sometimes referred o

as Air Zena). In 1991 the C

Airlines; it flew ancient Soviet planes and ny;
cmbassy staff were not permitted. to use ¢
Airzena bought the bankrupt Georgian Airlines, s it now is

anywhere in the
transfer to Sheremetyevo Airport).

orgian division of Acroflot became Orbi

as a third), which fly o Almaty, Astana, Amsterdam,
Frankfure, Kiev, Minsk, Paris, Vienna, Teheran and Tel Aviv.
also flies daily o Moscow Domedodova, from whe
1S and, indeed, the world (although you'll usually have w

orgian
ned them so badly thae US
irline; in 1999 the charter line
nd Air Georgia, and
In 2000 it leased two Bocing 7375
Athens, Dubai,
corgian Airways
re connections to

¢ there

There's also Georgian National Airlines which has a single CRJ regional jet

flying from Thilisi 0 Almaty, Kiew Odessa, Prague,

Mincralni Vody and St

Petersburg. and via Kutaisi to Moscow (Vinukovo).

The Russian  companies  Acroflet, 87 (Siberian  Airlines)  and
AviaExpress tise also fly beeween Thilisi and Moscow. UM Air (Ukrainsko-
sredi A i or Ukr: Mediterrancan Airlines) flics fou

times a week from Kyiv
(with citl

o

bilisi and Bawumi, and Azal flies dail
a Tupoley or an Airbus). Tickets for flights within the CIS are most

from Baku

casily bought at Avigkasa counters, in all major twwns. Fares from London to
Moscow start at about £250/US$400 rewurn, and from Moscow to Thilisi at

about £90/US$140 cach way.

Airline addresses

Air Baltic (UF) S 0911 598 0599, 01293 555700
(London Gatwick Airert), 0161 489 8811
(Hanchester Airport; www.airbalic com

Austrian Alrfines 10 Wardour 5t London WID £B0;
020 T434 7300, OB45 601 0948; f 020 7434
1363; www.austrianaiines co.uk,

wiw auacom/ge/eng; & N +1 800 843 0002 in
North America

bmi Denington Hal, Castle Doningion, Derty DETA
158; "\ 0870 6010 555 F 01709 314993;
-~

Georglan Airways (Air Teva) Rustaei 12, Thil;
N 17097, 934132, 185551 &

NH334800 67 2T +33 1 48 01 6 58
Air Suppr, Evert van de Beekstraat 35, PO Box
75569, 1118 (L Luchthaven Schiphol, Netherlands;
W #3120 316 4240; T +31 20 316 4241;
www airsupport-gsanl; Syngrou Ave 7, 11743
Athens; S +30°1 921 1410 £ +30 1 921 3385;
dlo Specal Fares L, 1151 K St NW, Suite $03,
20005 Washingten DG ™ +1 800 220 310;
41301 315 1386; @ spelies @pop.eral.com;
/o Panarama Travel, 16 Filth Ay, Suite 1019,
10010 New Yerk:  +1 800 204 1130, 212 M1
0033; f +212 645 6276;

& mal@p

wewainena.com, gian-aionays.com, Alio 3t
the Haidan Business Cenue on Gorgasah Sqare;

\ 922020, Davit gmashenebeli 164; s 342280,
& Bakradae § 3 355801/2; Parkring 124, 1010
Vienna; % +43 1 214 THIT, £ +43 1 218 3080;
& ainzensvie@an.at; Phlzer Weg 11, 045474,
Germany, Y +49 6 144 402 408 f +45 4 |44
402 $958: B4 Bonne Nouvelle 12, 75010 Pars;
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Georgian National Airkines Rustaveli 5, Thilisi;
N 936595, 3SSB2; @ infod@ matonalariacom:
www,nabon: C

Germania Express % +49 01 805737 v genn de
Lfthamsa (UF) S 0870 837 14T
wwlufihamsa.com

Turkish Aieimes 125 Pal Hall, London SW1Y SEA




020 7766 9300; T 020 7976 1133, @ info@
rurkish-airtines.co.uk; wenw.thy.com; & N +1 800

Ticket agency addresses
Air Travel Guide 38 Riding Hse 5t London WIW
65, ™ 020 1921 7555 £ 020 7436 967;
o airtravelguide com
Levon Travel 1132 North Brand Bd, Glendale, G4
91200; N +1 818 552 7700, 800 445 3866; 1 +1
818 552 1701; € sales @ levontravel.com;
www Jevontravelcom; & 083 Hellywood Bd, Los

€A 90028; © +1 323 871 8710, +1 ¢00
445 3866, 1 +1 323 462 T4I0;
& levontravel @msn.com

0 BY RAIL It's also feasible to reach Georgia by train: services from Moscow ran via
Baku (Azerbaijan) to Thilisi (3,214km, taki
late 19305 of a line along the Black Sc

19km, taking 41hrs), but is now cla

aku route was also dw.d by the Chechen war.

(avoiding Chechnya) allowed Moscow-Baku

zmr. and suspended in Octol

have been various attempts at bull(lm‘, a direct route through and ul
C <, but all were abandoned and it seems unlikely to be tri

roy Maclean

leaves Moscow at
third moming; co
Saturday, arri
ataround USS83 on

Continuing frol

way,
Baku, the trai

bord

was introduced, nmning betwe
expensive at USS168-380 (in
and passport checks are t
stops. It runs five days a week

Agmashenebelis 67, T
hulru( a (Shanidz
Baku go w SI Trav

The train from Ye

It leaves Yerevan for Thili
returning at 15.20 on Wed
but it does save the cost of

ct ecords how it used o
train to the Soviet Union will leave from platform sucl
Currently the wain from Moscow runs to Baku, where you have to re-book; it
21,30 on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday, arriving at 09.00 on the
g back it leaves Baku
00 on the third morn
about half th
w Thi
perhaps a couple of hours at the Georgian border post and the
Leaving Baku at 20,30, it takes around 18 hours for 549%km, and fare:
at about US$20, In 2000 the uxury ST Express train (hip:fexpress.sialliance. com/eng)
Thilisi and Baku (with a stop at Ganja); it's ver
1g two meals and insurance) but usually full,
en care of by staff during the two half-hour border
leaving at about 20,00 and i
and Baku at 08.00. Tickets can be bought from An
i N 940364, 94106% 1 941706; e vip@bic.com.ge) or
22, Thitisi; N 252199; T 985607; € georgica(@cancasus.net). In
izami 111; N (994 12) 970800, 970900;  971902; e

day, Friday and Sundar
hotel. However, wome

B4 B815; £ 00 1247 S425; @ ino@thye om i
ihe U5 \ //
Regent Holidays 15 John St, Brstol BSI I

SO R0 007 933486y & ppe |
regent-helidays.co.uk; www LM«&} o
mnmm W G A P95
ww taravel ok acoss the USA Y +1 800 781
A4, o statrze com

TravelCUTS 187 Gallege 1. Toronto HST 1PT; Y +1
966 26 9761, +1 538 359 2881, +1 416 99

2406, USA- +1 800 592 2887; T +1 416 919
8176, wew travebauts.com/english

ng in the
route
to the secession of Abkhazia; the

{owever, the opening in 1997 of

g three days) uniil the ope
1

a cut transport links with Geos

be announced in Ths
and-such ...")

at 16.45 on Monday, Thursday and
However, fares, currently sarting

me at the Azeri

hours more for delays.
hursday and Saturday,
ie's slow and run-down,
travelling alone have found

day,

it a frightening experience. One-way farcs are beeween USS$17 and USS25,

dep
you're in no rush

ding oir class: the best class, SV, can be a very civilised way to travel,

if
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Sce the Thomas Cook Overseas Tumesable,inall major lbraris, for theyurrene
timings (not their European Timetable). /

ink, s w0

& BY BUS Coming from Turkey, you're most likely to travel hf,hh.a "
be built from Kars to Akhalkalaki, perhaps by 2010}, There are two 1
the Black Sea coast o Batumi, and by the Vale border crossabuli IEbbid:
crossing is planned at Cildir. HN&™n jlj_j

Fnr the firse route, fl il or take a bus to Trabzon (there are no-frills
eral buses per hour from Istanbul, taking around 18hrs for the 1, Iltll.m
iy and costing US$25-38); from here buses run east to Hopa every half-hour,
waking three hours to cover the 163km (US$10). From Trabzon Airport head south

(with the sea behind you) to the main road: just w the right is the stop for

minibuses to the bus terminal and town centre, while 200m to the lefe (at an

overpass) is 2 stop for buses to Hopa. There are a couple of decent hotels, and
various flea-pits. in Hopa, which is also served by one or two buses a day from

Erzurum, which is five hours to the south and can be reached from Istanbul (via

Ankara) by the Dogn Ekspresi sleeper train. The border crassing at Sarpi, another

20km to the northeast, is effectively a huge bazaar, and there’s plenty of transport

on both sides of the border. It costs USS$2 in a ibus, US$4 by shared taau or

US$15 by private taxi from Hopa to Sarpi, and GEL1 (US$0.50) by minibus or

GEL9 by taxi onwards to Barumi; remember to put your watch forward two hours,

Avoid the through bus which leaves Trabzon at 16.00 and Hopa at 19.00, as this can

four and cight hours to cross the border, due to the large amounts of’

be negotiated through customs, and it'll get you to Batwmi in the

: but if you want to go all the way to Tbilisi, itll get you there

¢ morning for US$20. However, there are direct minibuses from Trabzon to

Bawmi (and on o Thilisi) from midday onwards, leaving from just ousside the

Trabzon Otogar, which are a better bet

To reach the Vale crossing, take a train

{4hrs), then a taxi or minibus via Tiirkzii and Eminbey to the border (30mins)
and finally a taxi (on a very bad Georgian road) to Akhalesikhe (US$25). The Posof
crassing is open daily from 08.30 to 18.30. The Vale route is uscd by through buses
from Istanbul and Ankara to Thilisi (and on to Baku), costing US$25 from Ankara
and US$40 from Istanbul. It's a 42-hour marathon, but these are very comfortable
air-conditioned Turkish vehicles. The main operators are Turkish comps: £

bus to Kars, then a minibus o Posof

O Golen In Toiisi: in the low level of the Sport
Palace plaza; ™ 334396 m 899 174847, 899
507032, In stanbul: Kicik Haydar Efendi Sk Demirdz
Center 15 and Beyazit 36; ) 0212 838 10481518
201

oy wow.slusoy.com.v. In Thilsi: Ortachala bus
terminal. In stanbul: Oroga, office 128; 212 658
3000¢1; T 212 658 3018 and Inded Caddesi 59,
Taksim; ™ 212 444 1888, In Ankara: i the Otogar;
3 242 3311310, In Teabzon: ) 462 325 2201,
B

AST Turizm In Thilisi: ¥ 33439; mi 899 507032,
B39 962564, In kstanbal: Aydede Caddesi 24/2;
212 254 5830, 212 254 1616

Terksm wow mahmudogl.com. In Thisi
Shartana T, VI J804TS. and Ortachal; ™ 154434,
In Istasbul: at the Ouogar, ofice 38; ™ 212 658
33405
Nako Goktas Ardaban In Thisi Gogol 1; ) 724411,
959175, In tanbul: ) 212 658 1417, 212 654
3648, In Ankara: 312 204 0051 In Posot: ™ 418
SH 270, 511 2465. In Tabaon: ™ 462 352 5522

Buses from Greeee to Thilisi arc run by:

Elas Travel In Thilisc Y 788000; rm 699 410000,
899 759338, In Athens: ¥ 2100 286268, In
Thessaloniki: ™ 231 522 5194
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Iveria In Thilisi: N 750605. In Athens: s 210 523
4406
Kakheti Tar In Thilisi: ™ 724417, 451112, m 899



4244, In Aebeas: ™ 210 522 4410, n Manglsi Tar In Toilisc m 899 45797, In
Thessalonik: 3 2310 S51145 Theslorii y 2310 50002~

There are also buses between Yerevan (Armenia) and Thilisi, 1\%!1::%4“
shared taxis, and a train (see above). The buses are slow, taking seven to'ey
for about 250km. and cost US$10 (in Thilisi buy tickets at Kassa z»J ¥
There are about six a day, leaving between 08.00 and 15.30 api rl i
mardimitka minibuses are a better bet, tking five to seven Imu

you can also go to the bus station and wait till a shared i is full. This W\II ke five
or six hours and cost about US$30, as long as all four scats are tken. The road via
Sadakhlo is in a poor state, but allows you to stop at Sevan en route to Yerevan; buses
usually take the route to the west via Bolnisi and Tashir, which has less traffic and a
quicker border crossing. These roads should be rebuilt as part of an intemational
project to improve i in the Armel pop 1 areas of Geor

A fiew buses run from Vanadzor and Gyumri (in Armenia) to Thilisi
also a daily bus from Yercvan to Akhalkalaki (8hrs, USS$6), continuing thre
aweek to Batumi (15hrs, US$22). Take your own food and drink.

From Baku to Thilisi there’s less traffic so you're less likely to find a taxi; the
wrain is slower and far more erratic than the Yerevan serv
(14hrs), mostly coming through from Turkey: ask at the offices of the Tarkish
companies at Ortachala. There’s also a daily bus via Kazbegi berween Thilisi and
Mineralni Vodi in the Russian Federation, continuing several times 2 week all the
way to Moscow (US$60); however, Westerners are not allowed to use this border
crossing (although fying to Min Vodi or Moscow is fine, with the required visa).

ol BY SER Another option which is now increasingly possible is to arrive by ship:
with the completion of new docks, train-ferry services were introduced in 1999
from Varna (Bulgaria) and Tlichevsk (Ukraine) to Batumi and Poti, also carrying
cars, trucks and | passeners. The route from Tichevsk in Ukraine to Poti is served
by the Greifaald, 2 large and comfortable ferry: built in Germany in 1988, it carrics
trucks and railway wagons and has a restaurant, non-smoking lounge, playroom
and conference room as well as a swimming pool and sauna. Leaving on Tuesday
at 23.00 (check in at the office of n Transport Company by the ferry
terminal entrance), it tkes around 40 hours to Pou, rewrning in principle on
Friday evening, although this can be delayed undl noon on Saturday. Tickets can
be booked through Ukrferry-Tour in Odessa (N +350 482 347995 or 346708; e
arg@uksferry.com or welcome ry-tourcont). A two-bed cabin costs US$150 per
passenger, including three meals; a car costs US$315.

From the resort of Sochi (in Russia, near the border with Abkhazia), the ferry
Mikhail Sverlov sails at 17.00 on Monday, Wednesday and Friday (less often out of
summer), raking ten hours to Poti (US$48) and 13 hours w Batumi (US$53);
there’s also a hydrofoil or kennta which leaves on the same days in er at

13.00, taking 4/ hours to Poti (US$60) and six hours to Batumi (US$65). Tickers

can be booked from 09.00 the previous day at Kassa No 3 in the terminal

Y 609816; wwnsochiclub.narod.cufinfo.fom).

Onlier services are from Burgas (Bulgaria), Novorossiysk and Kavkaz (Russia)
and Rize (Turkey} to Poti, and from Novorossiysk, Istanbul {and perhaps soon
Trabzon) in Turkey to Batumi. These are all a bit haphazard so yow'll probably hav
to see what's available at the time: contact Blasco (Black Sea Shipping Company;
212 252 4600) or Bumerang Travel (Y 212 215 7373), both in Istanbul
¢ if you need to send goods or equipment to Georgia your best bet is cither
gian company Nomad Express (Belerownizan 23, 2100 Deame; \ +32 3 360
U6 § +32 3 360 5579 @ infolcmomak be; hnp/jgcca, gossehi ; in Ceorgia:
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@ move@nonmad.comge), or Georgian Express (Avlabari Square, .\.‘lqn'l.'h; f‘" Thilis;

N 273311, 273372; ™ 889 578457 € thilisi @ georgia-express.com; ..m\o,‘.@‘ql /ls:mm).
N7

o HEALTH wich or Felicity michoisan

Reform and privatisation of Georgia's corrupt and nim-dour# hliithachiee Began
in 1995; now a State Medical Insurance Company and 12, BE @CHindy Bid funged
by a payroll tax of 3% on employers and 1% on employees. The health service is
sull corrupt and run-down, but slowly improving as the economy recovers, though
the share of GDP spent on health is still under 1%. Although British citizens are
covered by a reciprocal agreement and need only proof of UK residence (ie: UK
passport) for free treatment, they still have to pay cash for drugs and many
other services; as a rule US health insurance is not valid in Georgia without paying
a substantial premium. Treatment is expensive (US$600 for a hel operation),
and even if you can pay for it there is a shortage of basic medical supplics, such as
hypod needles, I and antit There are plans for major
investment in new hospitals from 2007. Embassies have lists of good English-
speaking doctors in Thilisi.

BEFORE YOU GO You arc advised to be up to date with vaccinations against tetanus,
diphtheria and polio, now available as an all-in-one ten-year vaccine (Revaxis).
You should also be covered for hepatitis A and possibly typhoid. For trips over
four weeks you would also be advised to have a course of hepatitis B and rabies
injections. A hepatitis B vaccination i al if you are working in a medical
or with children, regardl ngth of stay. Having the pre-cxposure
rabics jab is particularly important a shortage of the rabies vaccine used
for treatment following bites, scratches or licks over open wounds from any warm-
blooded mammal. The courses for rabies and hepatitis B comprise three injections
over a minimum of 21 days, so you should go to see your GP or travel cl
specialist well in advance of your trip. Tuberculosis (TB) is spread through close
respiratary contact and sometimes through infected milk or milk products. Experts
differ over whether a BCG vaccination against tuberculosis is uscful in adults:
discuss with your travel clinic

HEALTH HAZARDS

Tick-borne encephalitis This viral illncss is spread dhrough the bites of infected
ticks which are usually picked up in foresied arcas with long grass. Anyonc liable
to go walking in late spring or summer when the ticks are most active should seek
protection. Although the vaccine is not licensed in the UK it can be obtained by
some GPs or travel clinics on a named paticent basis. It is unavailable in the USA.
If you can locate the vaccine then a course of three vaccines given over 21 days
should suffice. However, tking preventative measures is also very important
When walking in grassy and forested areas, ensure that you wear a hat, tuck your
trousers into socks and boots, have long-sleeved tops and use tick repellents. It is
important to check for ticks each time you have been for a long walk. Don't forget
to check the head and behind the ears in children as they are more prone to getting
ticks in this area of the body. If you find a tick then slowly remove it by using
special tweezers, taking carc not to squecze the mouthparts. Go as soon as possible
o a doctor as tick immunoglobulin should be available for treatment.

Malaria The risk of malaria in Georgia is solely in the benign form (Plasmodium
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QUICK TICK REMOVAL

European ficks are not the proffic disease transmitters they are ind e Amer
ugymrspmdme,udc-baelwerwuewmﬁs.m
non-serious. flu-iike iliness, but stil worth avoiding. If you get the tick o i
promptly, the chances of disease transmisson are reduced to a méyey ) igiey) 203
m»dualybemmwasmummamwmﬁmmf
the chance ofinfection. They should be removed with special tick tieez 4
be bought in good travel shops. Failing that you can use your fingernails by grasping
mehd(asdosemyourbodylspoeﬁblemﬂpmmedilyandﬁﬂhbywﬁnm
y@estuymsm.mmmluwmwmmplmasbngxymdnm

jerk o twist. If possible douse the wound with alcohol (any spirit will do) or iodine.
{rritarts (eg: Olbas o) or lit cigarettes are to be discouraged since they Gan cause
Wmewmmmw&ddm.nsmwgﬁa
wraveling companion 10 check you for ticks and f you are traveling with smal
children remember to check their heads, and particularly behind the ears. Spreading
redness around the bite and/or fever andjor aching joints after a tick bite imply that
wuhwmimmmmquimmwmw!.sos&kme.

in Georgia in 1970, but reappeared in 1996, with numbers increasing until 2003.
From 2004 it has been largely dealt with and since these regions are seldom visited
by wavellers, taking antimalarial medication is not recommended. However,
should you be going to these areas it is wise 0 seck advice from a travel expert
Malaria is transmitted by mosquitoes that emerge from dusk till dawn. Even if
antimalarial medication is not recommended it is sensible to use insect repellents,
‘wear trouscrs and long-sleeved tops and ensure that your accommodation is 35
mosquito proof as possible when travelling in these remote areas.

Dentistry Some dental weatment should be provided fre under the UK’s
reciprocal agreement ~ in Thilisi Denta Plus at Vazha-Pshavelas Ave 38 (3 393406;

fentaphis gc) has been ded. Pharmacics (apriaki in Georgian) are
usually marked in Cyrillic (AnTexa) and are plentif id, and many
are, in theory, open 24 hours. The Aversa and PSP chains have modern shops in
many towns and all over Thilist.

Drinking water Tap water is generally safe, but you may prefer to drink bottled
swater for the first few weeks while your system adapts w new strains of E. cofi;
meat and other foodstuffs are also safe, though care should be taken over milk and
other milk products if there is doubt as to whether it has been past ised (see risk
of 1 ahove), About a third of the former Soviet Union’s spas are in Georgia, and
it's easy o find mineral waters such as Borjomi.

Smoking Morc likely health hazards include passive smoking and car crash
seorgia has among the highest levels of tobacco use in the world, with most men
smoking most of the time. as well a5 28% of pregnant women and 3% of breast-
feeding women. An average 8.9 billion cigarcties are consumed every year in
. against a world average of 1,600 per capita, and the 11,000
related deaths per year account for about 24% of mortality. The excise on
ELO.70-0.90 per pack (threc-t

smokiny
tobacco is relatively high at
60-70% of the market is contraband and the excise is to be cut to GELO

now live a surprisingly long time bue gencrally
GEL15 million (US$0.7 million) per day on cigarettes, but there’s so

poor health. Georgians spend
h tax
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cevasion and smuggling that US$34 billion a year of sales goes untaxgfl,/However,
when the Ministry of Health tried a poster campaign in Th.].»m\?;lo\: frd sites
were bought up at once by Philip Morris, manufacturcrs ..ﬁm\ T

In September 2005 smoking was banned in public placd, b epects
this to have any effect. Thankfully, at least the metro, theapres yd tare
smoke-free. There is smoking on buses and mains, ImI f va-jr“ well
ventilated and smokers often congregate either by the dra&!&ww’rkwsfh.uu
and in the corridors of trains. It's acceptable for women to smoke in restaurants,
but only prostitutes smoke on the street.

Driving The death toll on the roads is particularly terrible on certain roads such as
that to Svanct page 201), but, given the appalling road surfaces, the
vely macho approach to driving, and the refissal to wear

’s high everywhere. Podestrians are at risk too, as
assume they'll gt out of the way - bad luck if your sight or hearing aren't
too good. Take care at twilight, too.

HIV/AIDS 111V does not so far seem 1o be a big problem here (unlike in Russia);
by the end of 2004 there had officially been 638 cascs, bur the estimated total for the
5,600, fast, due tw ng; drugs. Oceasionally

i s K o Bt hat iy e et ity
HIV infection. Check if you need this when applying for visas or work permiss.

Other dangers Accidental death rates are surprisingly low in Geo 118 per
100,000 for men and 23 per 100,000 for women, under half the rates in Russia and
the Baltic States. This undoubtedly linked to the low rates of vodka
consumption; yet Primakov's solution to Russian econc reltdown in 1998 was
t increase official vodka production by 60%! In 1989 alcohol-related illness rates

in the Rus:
Georgia.

TRAVEL CLINICS AND HEALTH INFORMATION A full list of current trav

Federation were 191 per 100,000, and just 16 per 100,000 in

clinic

websites worldwide is available from the International Society of Travel Medicine

on wwwi
wwwtTipprep.cor
wwwemedicine.com.

Berkeley Travel Clinic 32 Berkeley §t, London WI|
BEL (near Green Park wbe station) "\ 020 7629
6213

Travel Qlnic 482 Wil B, Cambridge (B1
5N 01D 3616 & enquines@
wveldinicambridge ok,
wiw.travelliniccambridge.co.uk. Open Toe-Fri
12.00-19.00, St 10.00-16.00,

Edinbargh Travel Ginic Regions! Infectioas Dieases
Usit,Ward 41 OPD, Western General Husitl Crewe
R4 South, Ednborgh EHA 20K 0131 537 2812
‘oo ik med.edac ki, Trave helpline (0906 589
0380) apen weekdaps 09.00-12.00. Provdes
inouulations & advises on travel-related heahth risks.
Fleet Street Travel Clinic 29 Fleet 1. London ECAY
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m.org. For other journcy preparation  information,
Information about various medications may be found on

consult

AL ) 020 7353 5678; www fleetstreetelinic.com.
Vaccinations, travel products & latest advice.
Hospitl for Tropical Diseases Travel Clnic Mortimer
Marker Bidg, Capper St (off Tottenbam Ct Rd).
Londen WCIE 6AU ™ 020 7388 9600;
wothehtd org, Ofers consltations & advice, & is
able 1o provide all pecesary drugs & vaccines for
travellers. Runs a healthline (0906 133 7133) for
country-specific information & health hazards, Msa
stocks nets, water purification equipment & personal
pratection measures.

Partnership House, 157
Waterkoo Rd, London SEI 8US; ™y 020 7902 9000;
v interbealthorg k. Competiively priced, one-top
travel health service. All profits go to their affiliated



company, Intertealth, which provides. health care for
enestas vurkers on Christian projec.

MASTA. (Hedical Advisory Service for Travellers Abroad)
Woorftld Rd, Yeadon LS19 T8 ™ 0310 608 2781,
sewmasta-travebhealth.com. Provides travel health
advice & vaccnations, There are over 15 HASTA pre-
el dincs n Bitain call o check onine for the
peares, Ginics alio el mosquits nts, medicl ki,
insect protection & travel hygiene products

NHS travel website ww fitforiravel scot.nbs uk.
Provides. country-by-country advice en immunisation,
plus detait of recent developments, &alitof
relevant. health orgasisations.

Nomad Travel Store/Clinic 34 Wellington Terrace,
Turnpike Lane, London ¥B OPK; ) 020 8889 1014;
trave-bealth fine {offce hours only) s 0906 363

Irish Republic

Tropical Medical Barean Grafton St Hedical Cente,
Grafton Bdgs, 34 Grafton 1, Dublin % 1 671
9200 ww mbie. A usehul website specfic to

UsA

Centers for Disease Control 1600 Clifion R4, Atasta,
Gh 30333 ) B0 311 3435 travellers” health
hodline 883 23 3299 www.cdc gov/travel. The
cenral source of travel information in the USA. The
iavaluable Health Information for Intemotional Trave,
published ammiall, i available from the Division of
Quarantine at this address.

Connaught Laboratories PO Box 181, Swiftwter, PA
18370: S 800 822 2463, They will send 2 free Fist

Canada

TAMAY Suite 1, 1287 St Cair Av W, Toronto, Ontario
HOE 188; ™ 416 852 013T; wwwiamatorg

THVC Suite 314, 1030 W Georgia St Vancoaver BC

Australia, New Zealand, Singapore
IRMAT PO Box S1MS, Christchurch §. New Zealand:
W LAmaLor

THVE ™ 1300 65 68 44 wwwamve.com.au, Clnics
in hustalia, New Lealand & Sngapore, including:
Aucklond Canterbury Arcade, 170 Queen §t, Ruckland:
N8 s

South Africa and Namibia

wwraeldin co2a. Gincs throughout South Arca.
THVE 113 0 F Halan Drrve, Roosenet Park,

Switzerland

‘SAA-Netcare Travel Clinics P 8ag K34, Benmore 2010

TKHAT 57 Chemin des Yoires, 1212 Grand Lancy, Geneva, v amat org

HI4 @ siles@nomadtravel ok,

I
e nomadtravel. ol Ao at 4D Bemard St //
London WCIN 1LJ; S 020 7831 811 (..amw./
Gardens, London SWIW OAG; ™ 020 1823 SBH & /

43 Queens R, Bristol B8 1QH; 0117922 8561

for health advice, equipment such as ki §e8 53 2 1)
& other anti-bug devices, & an excelt apge-of| [7)(7)4)
adventure travel gear

Trailfinders Travel Clinic 194 Kensingion High St

London W8 TRG, ) 020 1938 3995:

www.trailfinders.com/dinic him

Travelpharm The Travelpharm website, ‘

worw trvelpharm,com, offrs up-to-date guidance on
vravebreated health & has 3 range of medications
availble through their online mini-pharmay. |

wopical destnations. Mo check website for other ‘
bureaus locations througheut Ireland ‘

of spealist. Wopicabmedicine physicians i your state
IAMAT {International Association for Wedical Assistance

to Travelers) 1613 Wiltary Rd, 279, Miagara Fall, NV
1304145, N T16 754 4863; @ info@iamatorg: ‘
wwwiamatorg, A non-profit arganisation that provides.
fss of Englsh-speaking doctos abread
International Medicine Center 20 Frostwood Drive,
Suite 670, Housten, TU 77024; S T13 550 2000;
www. traveldoc com

VEE 213 ) | 888 208 BEBL; www.tmivc.com.
Private dinic with several oulets in Canada.

HOV3H  vonewioju) [exRlg

Brisbane 6th floor, 247 delide S, Brisbane, QU0
40005 73121 9066

Melbourne 393 Lirde Bourke 5t Jnd flor,
Hlbaurne, M 3000; 3 9602 5768

Syey Dymacks B, Th floar, 428 Geore 51,
Sydney, HEW 2000; % 2 9221 1133

Johaesburg ™ 011 888 7488 wwmvc com.au.
Comsalt website for deails of other cinics in South
Hiica & Namibia,




SAFETY \ Jiy

Georgia Is in general a safe country, with too few tourists rwN] 5( ted
by thieves. You should not attempt to visit Abkhazia, vﬁun izﬁdy
srccdtd. and the bordering area around Zugdidi is also risky. Sou ’_I_‘ ssétia is
less of a problem politically, but crime levels are higher dafa Hicihdter-phdy
due to the wide availability of guns, the san s cugﬂlym‘ﬂlj@j}g}gus
may be robbed. It's wiser to organise accommodation in Thilisi or elsewhere
before going to Svaneti, not to go there alone and not o go walking outside
Mestia without a local guide. The British embassy advises against travelling to
Svaneti. Tusheti and Khevsurcti are options — they were closed to tourists
dute to the Chechen war but there’s no problem now. In Thilisi, you should take
the same common-sense precautions as anywhere clse. Therc’s little public
drunkenness in Georgia, and there are usually plenty of peaple on the streets,
even Tate at night; however, there have been vicious muggings of foreigners,
usually in the dark entrances to apartment blocks, Otherwise, there is some
pickpocketing, particularly in the metro, but few other problems. The days of
Kalashnikov-tating Mihedrioni running the whole country as one big protection
racket are long gonc!

The police force was incompetent and corrupt, but in 2004 numbers were cut
by three-quarters and the survivors properly paid at last, and its popularity has risen
from 2% to 75% in polls. In particular the new ‘patrol police’ (who should salute
when they pull your car over) have a good reputation — but the ‘balaclava pol
(part of the Security Ministry), who stage dramatic raids on tax dodgers and the
like, ufmn with TV cameras in attendance, are seen as out of control.

n Georgia is as bad as anywhere in the world, but as a rule foreign
see only the positive, chivalrous side of the Georgian male’s distorted
world view Half of Georgia's judges are women, and many leading politicians
(including speaker of parliament Nino Burjanadze, leader of the governmer
aucus Maia Nadiradze, chair of the parliament’s committee for human rights
lene chnlnmdz ¢, and !udor& of small Russian-backed parties Irina Chanturia
and Maia Nikolei: . not to mention the French-bomn former forcign
minister Salome Zourabichvili). Nevertheless the proportion of women in
parliament has fallen from 30% in Soviet times to 17% now, and in the 2004 local
elections only 11% of those elected were women.

Men may actually have a bit of a raw deal (it's not fair that when they dress
in black they're said to look like gangsters while wome lack are said to look
like Medea) - but they've foolishly kept the bad jobs for themselves (manual
labour, driving trucks and so on), as well as the mi d—ruuml. ones
around smoking in hotel lobbies, supposedly supervising o providing security,
so it's no surprisc the women are the ones getting ahead, especially in public
servi

US citizens can request the brochure Tips for Travelers to Russia and the Newly
Independent States, available from the Superintendent of Documents, US
Government Printing Office, Washington DC 20402,

Emergency phone numbers are 01 (fire), 02 (police) and 03 (ambulance).

app!

WHAT T0 TAKE

Given the risk of power cuts, it's sensible to bring a torch (flashlight) or candles
on, outside Thilisi it's wise to have some toilet paper and soap or shower
may be a comfort in some hotels. You should also consider
g presents for people you stay with (sce page




B5 HONEY AND BANKING -

The unit of currency is the i (GEL), which is div \

derives its name from the Latin libra or scales, while tetri simply m ‘i

O March 2008, the exchange rate is about GEL149 to the US dollar (GELJ5 o

the pound sterling, GEL230 to the curo) 5 117 54
Banking hours are from 09.30 to 17.30 Monday to Friday, g..;’,,;.ﬁ?r Ty

will change travellers’ cheque: although they are choosy m,ﬂ ﬂtgl

ands they accept Thomas Cook and American Express are the mose widely
S epted. The US dollar, euro and Russian rouble are the preferred currencies;
ey currencies are of less interest. You should carry some of your money as
o wellers’ cheques for sccurity, but you should also bring some cash dollars
{carried in a moneybelt or som other secure place, of cours ¢ can only
be changed in a few places in Thilisi and Batumi (and only at poor rates), and
other currencies are uscless. IUs far casier to exchange cash dhan travellers®
e counters all over the place, especially around markets

d b

The first 24-hour ATMs (A ic Teller Machil or cash known
a5 hancomai) were installed in 1999, and can now be found in most major citics
(not necessarily at the actual bank offices); they are safe and reliable and the
obvious way to fund your travels. Some hanks also have swipe machines
{available only in office hours) to give advances on MasterCard and VISA cards
(for 2 3% commission). VISA and MasterCard are accepted by the more
expensive  hotels, restaurants  and supermarkets.  Western  Union
(ownseesternunion.com) and MoneyGram (wwwemoneygram.com) have los of
agernts in Georgia, all prominently signed, so it's casy but expensive to have
money sent to you from abroad.

Costs are generally low. In resaurants, cafés and taxis, it's normal to tip by
sounding up the total rather than by adding a percentage. It usual to haggle in
markets, where you can get up to 3% off.

NG AROUND

& BY BUS Thhc main system of public transport is the bus; there are fairly frequent
departures between major towns, and at least one or two 2 day to most villages.
Cities have farly substantial bus stations, while smaller places may just have a yard
by the rail sation or in the centre of town, Departure bays will have the
destinations served written in Georgian, but if you look at the rear of this sign you
may find the sume information in Cyrillic or even Latin script. Comfortable
smodern buses run from Thilisi to Kutaisi and Batmi. Local srvices are often
worked by 20-scat yellow Paz vehicles, usually with a large arca at the back cleared
for luggnge, as peaple take immense quantities of agricultural produce or building
materials by public ansport. The last bus from a town to a nearby village often
¢ about 17.00 or carlier, and the last service inbound to town may well be
carlicr. Fares are generally about GELT per 20km, cg: GELS to Lagodekhi,
1% from Thilisi to Batumi or GEL10 from Kutisi to Batumi.

In addition to the public buses, there are also many private minibuses or shared
1axis, known as marshrutka services, which operate both local and inter-urban
routes and also offer fast, virtmlly non-stop services between Thilisi and, for
instance, Bacumi. These charge up t double the bus fare, and have less luggage

i distance buscs tend to set off in the marnings, these leave later
o run overnight, for example from Thilisi to Batumi. Somc
e only when they're full, but others now run to a timetable.

w

marshrutkas

X}

N(ﬂlﬂml" ONILLID  uonEwio] [



y fpd

will stop for anyone who flags it down; this can be tricky 353t I ’é,{ cagl the
destination boards (only rarely in Cyrillic seript as well as l%fhw | T tlfe Tast
moment, Therefore (onee you've learnt to read “Thilisi') headingtowartls the
capital is an ¢ s than heading away from it! In B ISR Fhy as
you get off at the front of the bus (where small change |M§5|3}F HApg.
<0 you should remember the name of the place where you boarde Iilynu iave a
ticket you'll be expected to hand it in as you get off.

Any bus or marshrutka with spare space (which doesn’t ||c<:usm;¥g iy a seat)
1,

' BY (AR Driving is difficult, given the awful state of the roads and the excessive
urgency of the other drivers. Self-drive car hirc is not yer common, and the cost of
2 driver is not high, so this may b the easiest solution; in Thilisi it's casy to hirc a
i (including 4x4 vehicles) at the Didube bus station. You'll pay about US$25 a
day for a car with driver in Tbilisi, and US$50 a day outside Thilisi (plus fircl, and
food and accommodation for the driver). The only major intemation
chains represented in Thilisi are Avis and Hertz, whose agents are Cauca
13, A licence from almost any of the developed Western countrics is
valid in Grorgia. Speed limits range from S0knyh in citics to 90knyh on highways,
although these are universally ignored. Not even police motorcyclists wear
helmets,

Contrary to general belict, Georgians are not totally lunatic drivers. They have
some concern for life and limb, and perhaps more for their vehicles, skirting very
carefully around pot-holes and taking bends at fairly reasonable speed. Problemss also
s with lws and signals, which are widely ignored — 've hardly ever scen a
corgian wear a seatbelt, though it's now required on major roads. Problemss also
1 relation to other cars; a Georgian’s manhood (we can leave women drivers.
out of the discussion, as they are so few and they only drive locally as a rule) requires
him to overtake at once; so drivers in both directions try o make a two-lane road into
2 three-lane one, with incviaable consequences. They also drive on the horn, ot the
brake, as it’s always the other guy who is wrong or incomperent.

Alex Tilson
Having toured throughout North Amenica, Asia, Europe and Australia | am
convinced that there i no place on the planet as well suited for bicycle touring as
Georga. are the world's most hospitable people and there is na betier
way 10 be embraced by that hospitality than to arive on a bicydle. Unlike any other
frethod of travel, if you arrive as a velotourist you will immediately command both
wmmmﬁwmmmmmcmmnmm
lterally had multiple people grabbing us, pulling in different directions, begging us to
Stay with them — nct for finandal gain, but out of a genune spirit of hospitaliy. It s
awesome and will deeply touch the way you deal with guests for the rest of your
e, In addition, Georgian food is amezing, a joyous celebration of e itself.

Georgia has a unique history that makes it a fascinating place to travel. This
Wkdmum&vmndmmemm.amhuembrﬂ\ewhd
a5 much as food is for the belly, hospitaity to the soul and scenery to the eyes. Now
s an excellent time to travel before it is forever changed by the inevitable throngs
of Westem tourists.

Nevertheless, Georgia is not for the fint of heart. Though the human spirit is
wr@wianmmumwmmwymbﬂdewdul.Mﬂ
of your own gear, tools and spare parts.
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## BY TRAIN There has been a remarkable reviv

There are 20,000km of asphalt roads (93.5% of the total), although it can often
be hard to tell the difference s most roads are in poor condition, Fyic} costs

L0.90-1 a litre for normal, GEL1.20-1.30 for super, and G sel;
there’s little lead-free fuel, so it would be foolish to bring your ?ﬁ,_ chinlg
is not really a practicable option except on roads that have nextito i
but it may be helpful to know that older cars with leg,mr:mun nmnbcgs
with A are fom Tl those with B from Batumi, C froniSaklihens
L from Poti, N from Borjomi, O from Gori, R @i [TELY ithuy
1 Racha, and PZY from Kazbegi. Now there are many private
plates suc I\:As VIE BMW and TIT; all are in Latin script, as is an increasing nu
of road signs. In Svaneti and other remote arcas there are sl lots of cars
Soviet-cra ( yrillic number plates, and in Kazbeg and South Ossetia there are now
many Russian-registcred cars, as these arc cheaper than Georgian anes.

Distances are not great: by road i's about 85km from Thilisi to Gori, 128km to
Khashuri, 230km to Kutaisi and 384km to Batumi (349km by rail).

&

al of Georgin's railways, which were
neglected and pounded by heavy trains transporting il from Baku, Now the
pipelines are open and new trains have been introduced, in addition to the long-
distance overnight trains — although there are still enough oil trains to cause delays.
The main line from Thilisi to Senaki is double-track, and all Georgia’s railways are
clecrificd, though at one time power cuts were causing US$30,000 of damage 2
month to delicate traction e ng oil trains to tke an average of
35 hours from Baku to Batumi instead of the scheduled 21 hours. Now
trains run from Thilisi to Batumi (taking 7hrs 20mins), Pot (7hrs 30m
Ozurgeti (6hrs) and Zugdidi (7hrs 15mins), and there are now 14 trains a day from
Thilist to Gori and nine to Sameredia.

However, it has to be said that there is a near-total lack of mformation about
poor servi itry's
which is bypassed by the i  you can use Rioni station, just south, as a sort
of parkway station, especially coming from the west. The overnight train from
Thilisi to Bawmi is one that is particularly worth considering: for the sa

SEL1B), you

ble berth with clean

The ticket offices are computeriscd, 5o you can go to any window;
i e 50 have a passport or credit card handy. The maximum fare is
~class (SV) sleeper berdh from Thilist o Baumi, The
; the seat numbers
and Baku (sce

Tlnn are three classes of accommodation on the night trains: platzkart is a hard
seat, coupé is a four-bed compartment, and esveh (SV) 15 3 two-bed compart
Fares from Thilisi to Batumi range from GELS/USS3 for plarzkant to GELIZ
for esvelr. The local electroreny have only hard scats, and you
conductor on board; these are cheap but dreadfully slow and
there’s very rarcly any reason to use one. In Thilisi it's possible w0 get rail
information by phoning 351003, 5 v
and Russian are spoken; the Georgian Railways website (e railiay.ge) gives a
brief outline of services in English.

CITY TRANSPORT Ciity transport is also mainly by bus and marshrutka, although
there are also a few trolleybus lines, and in Thilisi there’s a metro, Marshrutka fares
are usually shown in the windscreen; pay the driver when you get off. City buses
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TRACECA; GUUAM AND CASPIAN OIL

The programme known as Traceca (Transport Corridor
set up at a conference in Brussels in 1993 by Georgia,
central Asian states, and has since been joined by Ukraine, Moldd
a sort of re-creation of the Silk Route, wmwmm@mw

Union, which has mainly gone into refurbishing railwayssaHl p&45[afd Birtidicing
new train-ferries across the Caspian and Black Seas. Shevardnadze was a great
enthusiast, rightly seeing Georgia as an essential link in any new Silk Route, which was
both an economic opportunity and a way of reinforcing Georgia's international

Formnapoﬁsimmnmhlhaimmmngamdlmlerwirman

still faster, and the Baltic States have uniformiy low tariffs. Even so, traffic along the Traceca
route rose from one milion tonnes through Georgia in 1997 to |2 million tonnes in
2001 and was perhaps double that in 2004. You'l read quite a bit about Traceca in the

Simiary, in 1995 the. major companies iwolved in the edraction of oil from the
Caspian and beyond announced that their ‘early il would be moved through improved
pipelines through both Georgia and Russia (which both opened in 2001), whie

ing to debate t b

larger bulk

flows. The best route s through Georgia to Ceyhan en Turkey's Mediterranean coast (as
it remaves tankers from the Bosphorus, which is 700m wide at its narowest, with nine
sharp bends, and faces a possible five-fold increase in tanker traffic): however, Russia did
all it could to promote its route to Novorossiysk, even though this passes through
Daghestan and close to Chechnya. This promotion may have included fomenting
Mnmmwmwﬁrumanmm
Iran has also offered he sea. but this was of course
wbedbrmlmﬂ‘ecﬁmmsdmmebvm at 1,700km, and most
expensive. Its viability was thrown into doubt by the oil price plummeting from around
US$20 a barrel to US$10 in a year. The Caspian oil reserves have also been reassessed,
and may be "only’ 25-30 billion barrels (3.7—4.5 billion tonnes), not 200 bilion barrels
(30 billion tonnes). However, Turkey managed to halve its estimate of the construction

take a long time at cach stop; drivers won'’t open the rear doors (for boarding) until
everyone has got off (and paid) at the front, but even so some people always wait to
slip off at the rear, or to board at the front. Nevertheless, the buses will get you to
your destination in the end, and they are very cheap indeed. There are also plenty
of taxis; in i these come in two types, the official red ones, and unofficial ones,
which are less trustworthy. Outside Thilisi there are only semi-official taxis at best,

ADDRESSES Many strcct names have changed since independence, as communist
figures such as Lenin have gone out of fashion; new signs have replaced worn and
faded old oncs, bur these are often only in Georgian whereas the old ones were also
in Cyrillic script. Latin-script signs may indicate there’s a guesthouse or embassy
1 any case many people still use the old names. There are also
seorgian and Russian even where the names
have survived unchanged. Likewise, streets named affer people ofien have an s
tacked on the end in Georgian. Taxi drivers are ofien more likely to recognise the
old names than the current official ones. It's worth noting that strect names are
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cost, claiming that it had been using German labour costs and hadrit realised
wage rates could be used.
The ol price rose again and, in 2001, BP finaly committed tsel to
Project (inwhich it has 3 30% share), after three years' hestation: this was

Ceyhan
irked 10 BP' it from being a Bitsh company to being an Amerian one. T b m“

Westem Route Export Pipeline (also 34% owned by BP), ari\lbd‘ed m
mwmmwlsomowekadwmmm‘a :§
(Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan) pipeline, opened in 2005, mmndanianmkperday

TF\eBTCnpeh!vabwedmemmbyaparaaltpdmhmMngu
from the Shah-Deniz field to Erzurum via Thilisi, breaking the Russian monapoly of
supplies to Georga. In fact. Georgia is entitled to 5% of the seven billion m” of gas passing
annually through the pipeline, which will supply half its needs. The 3,300km Nabucco
pipeline. opening in 2013, will carry the Azeri gas on from Erzurum to Austria. The
proposed GUEU (Georgia-Ukraine-Europe) gas pipeline, under the Black Sea, would
offer ancther route around Russia.

Georgia s ako the route for most of Armenia’s trade, as Ammenia's borders with
Turkey and Azerbaijan are closed. Most of this also takes the main raitway fine to Baturni;
Armeniais particularty keen to see a resolution of the Abkhaz conflict, allowing its exports
to go by train directly to Russia. Armenia is also keen on an Iran—Armenia pipeline project,
to secure Armenia's fuel supply and possibly carry gas from Iran to Europe.

In parallel with Traceca, from 1996 Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Moldova began
to form a bloc of nations seeking to escape Russia's overpowering influence; Uzbekistan
ako joined, IrudmeGLMamrwasidupwdnJmelwl folowed by a free trade
pact (without Uzbeki year.In May 2006 Sasbashvi Russia

new US-led anti-terrori ince || September 2001; ol was
MmmMsmmmq(mmmmm policy dates from
more important, and

m&mmmhwmmﬂm@wd\mdlrmmuummmr\gm
American support. However, Russia has also gained in importance; the US has embraced
it as an ally in the war against terrorism and is adopting a see-no-evil policy to human
rights abuses in Chechnya and to bullying of Georgia.

often shown not at the street corners but on house numbers, and many city
buildings are very long, so that you may be told to go to, for example, No 20, 3rd
entrance; you may also be given a floor to go to (the ground floor counts as the
first) as well as an apartment or office number. Six-digit Sovict postcodes
beginning with 38 have been replaced with four-digit ones.

Remember that *street’ is kucha, ‘avenue’ is gamzin, and ‘square’ is moedani.

™ ACCOMMODATION

Finding somewhere to sleep can be a problem in many towns. Many hotels have
been used to accommodate Georgian refugees from Abkhazia, many of whom have
now settled in for the duration as they pay just GELS (US$4) per month. However,
some of the hotels now have a few rooms available once again for travellers, and
some have been totally emptied of refugees to allow renovation. You might want
to bring a (shect) sleeping-bag, earplugs, towel and head torch, if you expect to use
these half-wrecked places; therell be no loo seat or hot water and you may not be
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able 1o lock the door. However, there are now many new beter hotels, especially
in Thilisi. In any case this problem has given Georgia the chance 19 sefryfagain on
a small-scale sustainable basis, with many family homes opening
Many of those on the Black Sea, in resorts such as Kobulen, are)
European standards, while those in remaoter areas such as Sva
more basic, although this s compensated for by the amlmlgg,l 155 “

There are plenty of guesth in hut
for businesspeople and offical visitors. Some mu, manm it
amazingly pricey for a country in which the standard of living is so low: T| Iurc are
very few truly affordable alternatives in Thilisi, but I list what 1 can on page 93. In
hotels a single room ofien in fact has a double bed, and you may just be able o pay
a bit more for a second breakfast; but a double room often has twin single beds.

“The biggest problem is simply finding out what's available, in the absence of any
tourist cre, and the Agroturism
Associa ! iglth floar of the block
ar the rear by tie river embank ; VI 967437 le gr) has a of 400
families offering homestays, mostly around Borjomi, akm!_ the Georgian Military
Highway and in Khevsureti — they’ll probably only speak € nd Russian,
but the welcome will be warm. The Sustainable Tourism Centre (sce page 51) also
hopes to act as an information hub. If in doubt, you can simply ask a taxi driver if
he knows anyone who has a reom free; in villages you'll never be allowed to go
without a bed. Georgian hospitality is renowned, and you'll usually find liberal
amounts of alcohol included in the cost of a homestay, as well as food. Although
hotel beds can be absurdly soft, in homes they're usually firm enough, and washing
facilities, which are clean enough in hotels, tend to be even more so in homes. The
Worldwide Fund for Natwre (WWF) plans to provide traming for guesthouse
owners in Borjomi, Poti and Tusheti, as part of a broad strategy for sustainable use
of resources; other NGO such as Horizonti have similar projects. The Woman's
lmn.um Supporting Group (m 899 223295; 1 331917; e i_inaridze@@hotmail.com;

iatp.org.ge) lists rural |k (in French) on its website, but

wu]mm precise locations or contact details.

Value-added tax of 20% is added by more expensive hotels; the smaller ones
cither dan't pay or include it in the quoted rates.

EATING AND DRINKING

Georgian cuisine is far closer to that of Torkey and Iran than that of Russia, with
plenty of garlic, walnuts, cumin and coriander; huge feasts are traditional, though
not as huge as in the Brezhnev years, when food was absurdly cheap. Meat is
central, but a Georgian meal is served with many dishes, including vegetable ones,
: themselves to whatever they want, Its
with plenty of wine.

e kharcho (a spicy soup of mutton with aurLiL, rice
figari (a stew of liver, heart, kidney, onion and parsley); ostri (a stew
of beef, tomato and onion): drakapudi (a stew of lamb, scallions and greens in their
own juices with tarragon); diakchokhbili (a drier but equally tasty stew, originally of
pheasant, but now usually chicken, with herbs, diced tomatoes, garlic and onion);
kupati (kidney seuffed with minced meat and spices): chanatohi (lamb with tomatocs,
greens, garlic and green peppers, baked in a clay pot); and abkhazun (3 meat purce
with onton, garlic, pomegranate, herbs and spices). Chicken is also much used, in
the form of satsivi, picces of chicken (or turkey) in a sauce of walnut, cornflower,
[.:nrlu and saffron (a traditional New Year dish); tabaka, pressed
citnia, chicken soup with cag: and shiemeruli, roast chicken in garlic sauce.
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Mesvadi or mutton grilled on a vinewood fire (also known as shashlik) js very
popular for outdeor feasts, although pork can also be used. Ba.imrma(.c
as used in New York delis) is air-dried pressed mutton. Fish is als

lo

of course sturgeon and trout, such as kefalia, small fried trout fro

of Adjara. Finally in the meat department, kedvinkhali are pasta en pcs dou,

(shaped like lule e moey bage) swffed with iinced nicit (or cheisl) _-pg.g)ﬂm
he Georgian Military filigiwe gy spgipas;

es include several with aubergine, for instance fried with walmuts,
th hazelnut paste, or as ajapsandali, stewed

dishes include fobio (kidney beans stewed with coriander), karabakh loby (green
beans in sour cream and tomato sauce) and msvane lobio niguzit (a bean salad in a
walnut dressing). Pkhali is 2 gencric term for walnut and vegemble pités such as
minced spinach with walnuts, spices, garlic and a topping of pomegranate seeds;
similarly, shredded beetroor twps are served with red peppers and pomegranate
sceds, and red b ts, garlic, eclery and coriander. Phklovani is spinach
and cheese: soko ketze is mushroom and cheese. Beetroot is also served with
walnuts, or mashed Salads include farkhunr (long green leaves with an
aroma of aniseed, eaten with kebabs), and raw cabbage salad with walnuts, as well
as the ubiquitous tomato and cucumber salad. Bunches of coriander (kinza) are
used for sprinkling water over produce in markets, to keep it fresh, and it is caten
raw (for long life) as well as in cool is also popular. Food i spicier in
v , and better for vegetarians, with more use of maize and nuts,
Saying (e} khortss ar v-ch'am means | don’t eat mear.

There’s a range of pastes and sauces caten with shashlik and other dishes; the best
known is deemal, 2 sour plum sauce. Others are adjika (2 hot red pepper and
coriander paste from the west of Georgia, which also comes in a green vaniety), and
bazha (a sauce of erushed walnuts with a combination of spices with garlc and
saffron known as tkl ei}. M i s a poi dressing.

s with waln

CHEESE AND BREAD There are various cheeses, divided into brindza, the bog-
standard salty factory cheese found in shops everywhere, and far more interesting
local and largely homemade chees lguni s 2 mozzarella-like cheese associated
with Mingrelia and Svancti, and sulguni shebolili is a smoked version; imeruli is a
curd cheese and gudiskuweli is a very salty cheese made of sheep’s milk in Tusheti in
4 bag (guda) of sheepskin (with the wool inside). Nodun {or naduri) is whey curd
(like cream ch ith mi is yogurt, and kefir i
equivalent of the central Asian buttermilk known as knnriss,

Breads are also excellent; in addition to zavaiskay or regular *Georgian bread”,
there are also various types produced in the fane or oven set in the floor, like an
oversized andoor (now often with electric elements rather than wood fuel). These
include the spear-shaped shovi, and the flat, unleavened Armenian bread known as
lavash. In Kakheti you'll find thin flattened loaves, a bit like unleavened baguettes.
In the west of the country maize is used rather than wheat, both for dhadi, a heavy
but delicious crusty cornbread, and for ghoi, a form of polenta served with sulguni
cheese; in Svaneti dargi is like ghomi, a mix of maize flour, cheese and milk. The
snack is khachapuri, which takes many forms: when made at home it's
lly 2 cheese-filled bread, while on stalls nationwide (especially in bus stations)
it's a cheese-filled pastry. Cooks will tell you that there are four varieties: imernli,
like a cheese calzone, which is made in homes and restaurants; pelovari, like a
ntillefenille cake {(especially associated with Thilisi but found in bus statons
nationwide)i-achma, made of thin layers of filo-like pastry (boiled then baked)
interleaved with goat's cheese and folded into a squarc; and adjaruli (ie: Adjaran).

the
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s, on the road tip of al road trips: the Mongol Raly. The
Mymrwnmrhwwmnww‘smmum@gf g e for
various charities, in a car with an engine size below | el , Fat
e e ety S L0 ToA ke
for such a journey. The route you take is largely up to you.

After reaching Prague on the second night, the teams started 1o head off in different
directions according to their planned route, Some headed north through Scandinavia, St
Petersburg, across the Urals and down into Mongolia; others headed across Poland to
Moscow and through Kazakhstan; others through Ukraine and central Asa; and others.
down through the Balkans, across Turkey, the Caspian and central Asia. |, with my team
of four Fat Pandas, decided to take the last of the described routes.
We spent a total of three days in Georgia, which under normal circumstances would
barely seem sufficent. But the innate sense of hospitaiiy and friendiiness for which
Geargans are well known, and the fact that we crossed the entire country from the
western border with Turkey to the eastem border with Azerbajjan, meant we left this
compact and stunning country with huge reluctance and a longing to retum in the future.

On our first day, after a long wait at the border, we sat down to a late lunch in a
beachside café overlocking the Black Sea. Having heard of the banquets that are the
average Georgian meals, and the local wines of which they are so proud, we had to
ask the staff to halve the dozen or so courses they were trying to lavish on us. The
food was superb and very filling, with encrmous amounts of cheese and meats and
wine: it seemed rude to turn them down when they attached such devotion and pride
to their meals.

; \
Oliver Moss =~ //:/z\:
On 22 July 2006, 1 set off from the familiarity of Londor's Hyde Frkalong ’Jxm
s to
gt v

boat-like with a lightly fricd g on top swimmnting in molien butier. In Kazbegi
they make Khabajini, a potato khachapuri, and in Svaned khachapuri is stuffed with
greens; kubdari is the $van national dish, bread seuffed with meat. Cheburcki are
(like the Ukra nd Russian pirozhi) of unleavened dough and filled wit
spiced muttan; labiani are similar but with beans. Kartushki are greasy potato rolls
found in bus stations, though the most popular snack is sunflower seeds (semichk),
which probably use more encrgy than they provide.

DESSERTS AND FRUIT Dcsscres such as halva and baklava show influence from the
south; walnues are also used in many ways, such as in cakes, crus
in a flour and honey paste, and best of all as nigozis muraba, picked green
in slaked lime and water, and boiled in the shell with sugar, il you can casily bite
through the shell and the nut is the texture of marron glacé. Also quintessentially
Georgian is churchlehela, made by threading walnuts or hazelnuts, almonds and
ns on a string, covering them in flour, dipping them repeatedly in simmering
grape juice and hanging out to dry; made at the grape harvest each year, they look
like brown candles. The definitive version comes from Kakheti, where it's made
with wheat flour and walnuts (Kak'ali); in Imereti they use maize flour and
hazelnurs (dkhiti)

Fruit is also excellent; in addition to the citrus fruits grown by the Black Sea,
there are various relatives of the persimmon (Diospyros loius), such as the karalioke
(Russian for ‘royal fruit’), similar t the Isracli sharon fruit, which can be eaten hard,
with no need to peel; and the klidma, which looks similar but must be soft when
eaten. November is the season for these, producing the striking effect of trees with
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wooded valleys with crystal-clear rivers winding and roaring their i
Caugasus Mountains, and passing through villages where pony and trap and horse and
plough were still in widespread use.

‘When we got to Thilisi, we were taken out on a city tour by a contact of mine, proud
to show off his city and culture. Unlike the other major cities, Thilisi is a beautiful old city,
the jewel of the Caucasus, with grand buildings, windy cobbled streets, and ancient
castles nestled in a deep valley. We went out for another traditional Georgian feast
complete with toasts every few minutes, before heading to our hotel.

The main concem before entering Georgia were the reports of potential violence
surrounding the disputed breakaway republics within Georgia. However we never felt
unsafe — in fact, we were made 1o feel so welcome that the image we had before we
amrived was quickly forgotten, and we forged a new one of a beautiful, welcoming and
fascinating country.

Unfortunately not all of our cars made it to Mongolia, as was perhaps expected. The
first burst into flames on a particularly dodgy Azeri road, the second finally gave up the
ghost in northem Kazakhstan, but the final two limped over the line some five weeks after
setting off from London: battered, dusty and falling to pieces, but covered in hundreds of
good luck messages from people along the way who had helped us to complete such an
incredible journey.

For more information visit www.mengolrally.co.uk.

1o leaves but large numbers of golden fruit, The pomegranate (Punica granaturn)
grows wild berween the Caucasus and the Middle East and bears many-seeded red
fruit up to 13cm in diameter. In addition to being caten fiesh, its sceds and dark red
juice are uscd ssociated with the goddess of love, fertlity, spring,
youth and ererni in fact contain lots of antioxidants while the seeds are
Iigh in potassium, vicimin C and polyphenols, which protect the heart, The medlar

(Mespilas gernanica) is a small tree up to 6m in height, with brown acidic fruit, like
apples, up to Scm in diameter. The fruit res hard uniil frost, afier which it is
picked and kept in a cool dry room until soft, when it is eaten raw or in preserves.
Figs and soft fruits arc used for conserves, served with tea after dinner.

While some restaurants serve fine Georgian food, others serve European food,
and yet others haven't changed from the communist era, when all any restaurant
offered was coflet and potatoes, with a tiny cucumber salad if you were lucky:
Unfortunately, menus are never displayed outside restaurants. In Thilisi there are
also fast-food joints selling burgers, hot-dogs and a poor approximation to pizza.
Cafés everywhere sell khachapuri and other waditional snacks. Strect scllers, who
also come onto buses, sell marozhni (ice cream) and semichki, the sunflower sceds
which are chewed and spat out everywhere.

Foodics may wish to see the Georgian food web page at wwwangelfire.cony/
gGeorgian/cousine html.

WINE There's been win Georgia almost as long as there have been Georgians.
around 6,000-7,000 ycars. Stone wine presses and clay containers have been found
dating from the 3rd millennium BC, and vine leaves and stems have been found in
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The set-piece Georgian feast is known as the supra, meaning li
from the Arabic sufratun; it's a marathon of food and drink in whi
up to four kitres of wine over three to five hours. In theory Je)\?}
Jeave the room, but in practice an excuse can usually be found, & {42 1< I
ﬂ:beyfemedhwpmsﬂumwdw@,w""WMJJ
toastmaster (assisted by a menikipe, who fills the glasses and stokes the conversation
but stays sober; both. of course, ane ahways male). It's aimost sacramental, with the
first dazen or so toasts (of 20 or more) following a prescribed order. The first wil
be proposed by the master of the house 1o the tamada (unless he's playing this role
himself), then the tamada toasts to the being celebrated, if any
(for example, for a homecoming or a birthday). to his family or the host family, to
the elderly (i any are present), to siblings, to the ancestors, to the dead, to children
(ie: the future), to the parentland, to women and mothers, to the winemaker, and
1o ‘our son’ {any local hero, which could include Stalin or Tamar). For the toast to
the dead, wine is poured onto bread, or onto the ground, and men may stand; for
the toast to women those slaving in the kitchen will emerge to join in for a few
minutes. After this, things become more flexible, with toasts to spedfic people,
present or not, and guests may ask for permission to propose a toast themselves (2
sure way for a foreigner to win approval). I regions such as Svaneti the pattern
differs slightly, with, for instance, a toast to 5t George. Between the toasts there may.
well be singing.

Each sadghegrdzelo or toast is in fact a speech of ten to 15 minutes, during which
it's not permitted to touch your wine (although water or soft drinks are always
available): when it's done the tamada will drain his glass, o ideally a hor, and tum
it upside-down, everyone says ‘gaumarjos’ (victory), and you will have to drain your
giass in one swallow too. Never have | drunk so much and tasted so lite a5 at 2
Georgan supra; t's largely irrelevant whether Georgian wine fits contemporary
Western tastes when so little of it makes contact with the taste buds. When it gets
o0 much for you, ask permission to propose a toast, toast the host family, and
leave.

MMW,JM.WMWME.MMWHIkWWU
agm.andnm—\memts\mﬂbemrhmd To Britain!', To Georgial’, Tt

, "o Stalin!" being a hardly atypical exchange. Asiliwmywshould

ot drink wine outside toasts, and you must then, at least intialy. drain your glassin

e, Wine is never drunk without toasting, while beer is never drunk with toasting

(mguammhmmmumm‘)‘mhmdmh
Khevsureti where they have to drink beer instead of wine.

L 50

Bronze-Age tombs. Wine is absolutely central to the Georgian lifestyle and to their
self-image, and everyone (especially men) drinks large quantities and will want you
to do the same. In theory Georgians drink red wines in winter, and whites in
summer, but in practice it’s hard to tell the difference, as even ‘red” (literally ‘black’
or shavi) s may in fact be swaw-coloured. Most families make their own,
storing it in kvevrd, large sealed clay vessels set into the floor of a room known as
the marani, In every ancient site you visit, such as Vardzia or Uplistsikhe, there'll be
a marani or three. It seems that our word ‘wine’ derived from the Georgian ghrino,

There are at least 500 varicties of grape in Georgia, with up to 38
use, and more or less every village produces its own wine, effectively sem
- dr:llg}n wine accounts for 80-90% of the domestic marker. Farmers will sell
theirs in Thilisi markets for GEL1.20 a litre (bring your own container), but a
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regular bottle will cost you about GEL4-6 (US$2-3). Despite its antiquated
production methods, Georgia has great potential for plnd\luugwml, af }
quality for export; but it has o be admitted that Georgian wine Js Tt

for consumers accustemed to the rounded fruity flavours of New n{ﬂ
Exports have doubled in the last couple of years, from 26 millionibott
buta i iy to nulm in 2006 exports were expected to mdgmmmweg
until Russia imposed its vindictive on Georgian wine, fruig

There's alsonl? amount of private nu.hu.llt:: for home cnﬁmﬁm EE

Several joint ventures — such as Chalice Wines and Georgian Wines & Spi
(GWS, @) — are having a go at reviving the industry, mosdy in Kakheti,
They are inst: ; bouding lines at the w eries, rather than sending it off in
tankers t Thi bottling, and are introducing other new-fangled techniques
such as computer control, stainless-steel vessels, and membrane filters. In
particular GWS, sct up in 1993 and taken over in 1999 by Pernod-Ricard, produces
wine in a New Worldish style, not typically Georgian; these are mostly made with
the Saperavi grape, which has decp colonr, rich plummy flavours and crisp natural
acidity, but GWS plans to introduce Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay. alas.
GWS now uses two umbrella brands, Tamada and Old Thilisi, which includes
mi-dry red and white Alaverdi, semi-sweet red and white Alazani, the dry red
Sarcavi Dzelshavi and dry white Rkatsitehi Mrsvane, The reds are blends of
Saperavi and Rkatsiteli, the whites almost wholly Rkatsitehi. In Britain Safeway
supermarkets sell Tamada Saperavi — the 1998 vintage was described as a “fresh
gluggy red. reminiscent of a chirst-quenching Barbera'. Some would say chat th
: perhaps more impressive, such as the red Tamada Pirosmar
(from the Saperavi grape) and white Tvishi (Tsolikauri), which avoid the sticky
oiliness of many dessert wines. GWS has introduced three new products - draught
chacha and restored Georgian cognac. (‘erlm something like Tralian
grappa, and Gremi brandy, are both sold mainly :

Perhaps the best-known wine from Kakhet is I‘smaudlh a white made since
1586 from Rkatsiteli and Musv grapes which are left for weeks to macerate with

 tannic flavour. For three years it matures

rrels in the cellars of the Teinandali winery, and when ready ir's a pale-
traw colour, with a fine fruity bouguet. Gurdjaani is 4 light-gold wine with a
first produced in 1887, It also is made from Rkatsiteli
in the Gurdjaani, Signaghi and Sagarejo districes of

ak for three years in the cellars of the Gurdjaani winery.

Other conte |dlrs are Rkagsieli, ‘rich and full-bodied, mahugup:urnsurydry

ertaste’, and Sameba, scen by some as ‘the grape of the Georgian future’. Other
dry wines from Kakheti include Tibaani, Manavis Mesvane and Vazisubar
red wines include Kindzmarauli and Mukuzani.

o fortified white wines are also produced in Kakhieti. Kardanakhi is made from
Ratsiteli grapes grown in the Kardanakhi vineyards near Gurdjaani, and matures in
oak barrels for three ye The amber-coloured wine has a pleasant speci
bougquet with a typical port wine flavour and a fine honey fragrance. Anaga is made
in the Gurdjaani, Signaghi and Tsiteltskaro areas from Rkatsiteli, Khikhvi and
Musvane grapes. I¢'s light-golden to dark-amber in colour with a Madeira-like taste.

At the other end of the country, in Imclcn they m:nlu lighter, more ﬂuwl.ry
wines using the Aladasturi, Otskl
wines and Tsitska, Tsolikouri and Krakhuna for w!nhu
crow high on trees and the grapes arc collected in 4 pointed basl
which is lowered down on a rope. This doesi't affect the tste, but does give rise
re of worksongs. The red wine from Kvanchkara, Racha, is
favourite (and costs twice as much as other wine Sparkling

a

ic
famed as Stalin
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wine (‘Georgian champagne’ or dhampanska) is produced in factorics nationwide

raher than in homes; it's inexpensive and ranges from mm-m?g /g pulice
sweet in taste. Sl
!

N
OTHER DRINKS The national beer is Kazbegi, a nice tangy Germfi-stylt brew

which has been produced in Tbilisi since 1881; Argo, 1 prcq_',ljﬁl[r{aﬂ(?ﬁ progjuced
by the same company, as well as a porter, ice tea and a uculﬁu ik ,Hﬁél(: edly
aweak malted rye beer), which tastes more like a bitter caht Potimtied i Hhe

Natakhtari brewery produces Chekhuri (Czech-style) beer, which is better than
the Kazbegi brews; Russian beers such as Baltika are also available, as well as
German Krombacher, Czech Staropramen and so on at high prices.

Vodka is drunk in Georgia, but far less than in Russia and the other Sl
countrics; the national spirit is dracha, a firewater made at home, as a rule from
grain, altho anct, where grain doesn’t grow, they use bread instead! It's
intriguing to wonder whether there’s any linguistic connection with chicha, the
fermented maize drink of the Andes, Although the Georgians love to drink, there's
very lietde public drunkenness and few of the alcohol-related problems that are
found north of the Caucasus.

Soft drinks are easily available, both the ubiquitous Coca-Cola and Fanta, and
local fruit juices, which are slightly cheaper as well as rather healthier. Borjomi
mineral water is also sold almost everywhere, costing a bit more at GELO,70
(US$0.35) for a half-litre bottle (for some reason a poster was produced entirely in
Georgian except for the words ‘Borjomi 0.5L not returnable’); the milder Borjomi
Light was introduced in 2001. Nabeghlavi and Sairme are other excellent mineral
waters. Coffee (instant or Turkish) is available in cafés, and you'll usually be able
to find tea — it's generally from Sri Lanka, as while Georgia produces tea, it's all
green tea for the Russian samovar market.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS

1 January New Year's Day

7Janvary  Christmas (Orthodox Church)
19 January  Epiphany (Orthodox Church)
3 March Mothers’ Day

8March  International Women's Day

9 April Remembrance Day

April Easter Sunday and Monday (Orthodox Chureh): falling between
4and 27 April until 2012,

26 May Independence Day

28 August  Assumption of the Virgin (Mariamoba) (Orthodox Church)

14 October  Sveti-tskhovloba (Miskhetoba) - Miskheta town festival

23 November St George's Day (Giorgoba), now also celebrated as the
anniversary of the Rose Revolution, and of Aslan Abashidze's
departure from Adjara a year later

SHOPPING

Larger shops apen from 09.00 to 20.00 Monday to Saturday, with state-owned ones
closing for lunch. Kiosks and house-front groceries are usually open from 08.00 ac
the latest until in some cases midnight or later, and are usually open on Sundays tao.

n’ there are quite a few ‘antique salons’, in which you can buy items such
as ceramics, wood- and metalwork, and carpets, An export permit (and atached
photo) is needed from the Ministry of Culture (Rustaveli 37, 3rd floor. room 16 3
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990285) t export carpets and some other items. You may find it simple
wine to your loved ones, or, if you really want to perplex them, stiks afc

Among the morc interesting items are the male national dress, the ¢
akhalukhi, a sort of frock coat with a row of pockets zcrmm
cartridges, and a silk inner coat. More exotic perhaps is the pabyd;
shagey sheepskin cape worn by mountain shepherds. A daghét LJ
always worn by men with the national dress: it
decorated side, for weddings, and a plain one, for funcrals, A winehorn or khantsi
is another possible present. See page 109 for suitable shops in Thilisi.

PHOTOGRAPHY

You should aim o bring cnough film or memory cards with you; aldhough
standlard brands of film arc available in Thilisi, you won't find slide film or any of
the new types of digital film. Similarly you should carry a spare battery. For
photography tips, see box on pages 76-7.

£ MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS

Three English-language newspapers are published in Thilisi: The Messenger appears
Monday to Friday and costs GEL3; Georgia Today appears on Fridays and costs
GEL2.50 and The Georgian Tintes appears daily Monday to Friday, costing GEL2, All
three have websites that are updatcd most days. The amount of world news you'll
find in them is minimal, but they're a uscful window onto Georgian life, polic
business. Subscriptions arc available for The Mesenger at Bamov 28, Thilisi
() 996045; 1 939169; € grze@ messengercom ge; wnvnv.niessenger.com,ge):. Georgia Tocday at
Georgi Terercli 1, 0162 Thilisi (N 227196/7; § 251075 e infot@georgiatoday,
wnewgeorgiatoday.ge); the  Georgian  Times at  Kikodze 125, Tbi
(VF 934405; e timest@gizecomge; wivnwgeotivnes.ge). Friday's Messenger is good for
culture and what's on; n addition it produces Thilisi Pastimes, a cultural (in the broader
sense) magazine that appears monthly at GEL3. There's also Financial (formely
Cicorgian Business Week; ww:b2b.ge), available free in the top hotels on Mondays.

In Thilisi there are cight Georgian TV channels plus two Russian ones; in
addition Ayen relays 24 channels from its satellite station on top of Mtatsminda,
including MTV, EuroNews, Eurosport, NBC and CNN; they have invested in
fibre-opuic network in Thilisi 1o give high-quality internet access as well as cable
TV, The only truly nationwide channel is the state-owned Channel 1, which is
hardly neutral politically. The independent Rustavi-2 TV station carned 2 good
reputation towards the end of the Shevardnadze era, especially for its hard-hiting
investigative programme Sixty Minutes, but is now tediously pro-government.

TELEPHONES The telephone system has traditionally been so decrepit that most
people ignore it, using mobile (cell) phones instead. However, there has now been
investment in modern equipment, with Siemens, Aleatel and Daewoo mmtlm,_
new exchanges and Aleatel laying a 280km fibre-optic line underwater from
to Poti, now extended across Georgia to Azerbaijan, en route to Shangh:
in particular there are now gaod connections for broadband internet, but some
villages sull don’t have phone lines. The number of lines has risen to over 526,000
(around 20 lines per 100 people in urban areas, around four per 100 in rural arcas).

Public phones are in a dreadful condition and you'll need a token, available from
kiosks: in Batumi ‘PTT" signs indicate shops and kiosks where you can make local
calls for cash. I Thilisi there are now a few good modern card phones, from which
you can make international calls. Unfortunately phonecards (up to GEL100 or
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Ariadne Van Zandbergen
[EQUIPMENT Although with some thought and an eye for
mmmammm amera, you need an

sttuation,
are it i he serse that the camera cannot thin, but only Ma?
starting amateur should
mmwmmstmﬂupmmerm
Always buy the best lens you can afford. The lens determines the quality of your photo
more than the camera body. Fixed fast lenses are ideal, but very costly. A zoom lens
makes it easier to change composition without changing lenses the whole time. If you
carry only cne lens, a 28-70mm (digital |7-55mm) or simiar zoom should be ideal, For
a second lens, a ighoweigh B0-200mm or 70-300rm (digital 55-200mm) or similar

will be excellent for ‘Widifie photography wil
beveryhnmrgrlyaudon’!hanaliema)wrmnlem Faramuﬂlossdqu:w tele-
conveners are a cheap to increase :a witha |.4x

converter bacomes 420mm, and with a 2x It becomes 600mm. Note, however, that
14x and 2x tele-converters reduce the speed of your lens by |.4 and 2 stops
respectively.

For photography from a vehicle, a sokd beanbag, which you can make yourself very
Mﬂuwmmmmm and is more useful than a tripod. A
clamp with a tripod o the vehicle as well. Modem
dedicated flash units are easy to use; aside from the obwious need to flash when you
photograph at night, you can improve a lot of photos in difficuit ‘high contrast” or very dull
Jight with some fil-in flssh. It pays to have a proper fiash unit as opposed to a built-in
camera flash.

DIGITAL/FILH Digital photography is now the preference. of most amateur and
professional photographers, with the resolution of digital cameras improving the whole
time. For ordinary prints a & megapixel camera is fine. For better results and the possibility
1o enlarge images and for professional reproduction, higher resolution is available up to
16 megapixels.

Memory space is important. The number of pictures you can fit on a memory card
depends on the quality you choose. Caleulate in advance how many pictures you can fit
onacard and either take encugh cards to last for your trip, or take a storage drive on to
which you can download the content. A laptop gives the advantage that you can see your.
pictures properiy at the end of each day and edit and delete rejects, but a storage device
s lighter and less bulky. These drives come in different capacities up to 80GB.

US$50) can be bought only at central post offices (don't get a mobile wp-up by
accident). Otherwise international calls can be made by operators in central phone
offices, usually in or by post offices, and will cost about US$2 per minute.

Maobile phones work on a GSM system using Siemens-Motorola kit that is
compatible with Western systems. Prabably the most reliable supplier is Magticom,
a joint venture with the American company Telcell that was run by Shevardnadze's
son-in-law, Georgi Jokhtaberidze. After the Rose Revolution he was arrested at the
airport and only freed after paying US$15 million to the state treasury, allowing it
to pay salaries and pensions on time at last. They offer WAP and Motorola GPRS,
and promise 3G. The main alternatives are Geocell and Becline,

Dialing is not simple: mobile codes are 877 or 893 (Geocell) or 899 (Magticom)
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PBear in mind that digital camera batteries, computers and other storage.
charging. 50 make sure you have all the chargers. cables and converters wj
hatels have charging points, but do enquire about this in advance. When
might have to rely on charging from the car battery; a spare

battery is invaluable. ¢
Ifyeuareshomingim,ImeImmhwwwlwmdkﬁﬁﬂwjﬂﬁ[
Low 15O fim is skow but fine grained and gives the best colour saturatign[ s PeElT <) |

ol |
mom\ig’ﬂ.sowppmhﬂuhnndavbodormmopodmivwm,\humaﬁo
2 few fast’ 400 15O films for low-fight situations where a tripod or flash is no option.

DUST AND HEAT Dust and heat are often a problem. Keep your equipment in a sealed bag,
Wﬁlmhmﬁ@tm(g:am:o&rwmmdmmw
and film to the sun. DWWmmwmemmlhedr\gmmmdﬁmﬁEmm
M\Khreﬂﬂtsmspohwtheimge‘ThemnmoﬂvmmﬂnmﬂM\mdw@r\g
lenses, so be careful when doing this. To some extent photos can be ‘deaned’ up
afterwards in Photoshop, but this s time-consumning. You can have your camera sensor
professionally cleaned, or you can do this yoursell with special brushes and swabs made
for the purpose, but note that touching the senscr might cause damage and should only
be done with the greatest care.

LIGHT The most striking outdoor photographs are often taken during the hour or two of
‘golden ight’ ater dawn and before sunset. Shooting in low light may enforce the use of
very low shutter speeds, in which case a tripod wil be required to avoid camera shake.
With careful handiing, side lighting and back lighting can produce stunning effects,
especiall insoft fight and at sunrise or sunset. Generally, however L is best to shoot with
the sun behind you. When photographing animals or people in the harsh midday sun,
images taken in fight but even shade are iikely to be more efieciive than those taken in
direct sunlight or patchy shade, since the latter conditions create too much contrast.

PROTOCOL In some countries, it is unaccepiable to photopraph local people without
pemissm.mvdmpeop‘emllrdmewpo&eorwﬂaﬂmfamﬁm. In such

don't try 1o sneak. hs a5 you might get yourself into trouble.
Even the mast wiling subject will often pose stfly when a camera s pointed at them:
mmﬂembynm»ga)dmwmalewminmkksmmmmpmem
odds of capturing a natural pose.

Ariadne Van fessional travel specialising in Afiica
She runs The Africa Image Library. photo requests, visit www afiicaimagelbrary.co.2a e
contact her on ariadne@hixnet.co.20.

~ 77 or 99 from abroad; pause after the 8and 99 for a tone. To call a Thilisi number
from a mobile, dial 832 then six digits; to dial any other fixed line, dial and the
code and the number.

Bring your own phonc, and buy a SIM card for GEL10, including GELS credit,
from a corner shop. In truly remote areas such as Khevsureti there’s no mobile (or
fixed) phone coverage, but some satellite phones arc available, at GELY per minute.

Georgia's country code is 995, and the code for Thilisi is 32, so that from mast
countrics you'll dial (099532, followed by the number. Other codes are 222 for
Batumi, 231 for Kutaisi, 293 for Poti, and 250 for Telavi; calling from abroad,
however, you must change the initial 2 to 3.

Special numbers include:
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Fire 01 Long-distance opesator 07
Police 02 Tad 003
Ambalance 03 Directory enguiries for rb.ln“o!.ﬁ:

\

b
You'll need to speak Georgian or Russian to use any of these. + //

Charge-card and Home Country Direct services are availablezbiy fiify:ylisdgh
the operator; for British Telecom, * 8 0200; for MCL 8 02480 i 8T,
N 80288; and for Sprint, % 8 0100, - e

B<IPOST AND COURIERS The state postal service is unreliable. particularly for

international mail. Whether to or from Georgia, you should stick to postcards if
passible. Airmail to western Europe costs GEL1.20 (US$$0.60) and takes about ten
days; it's possible ta buy pre-samped envelopes for internal mail for just GELO.05
at cigarette kiosks. Letter boxes are blue, but you should always hand your mai
at a post office and check that the stamps are cancelled. Incidentally, the first
Georgian <mupw:\ﬂ|: “Thilisi Unica’ of 1857, which was the first in the Russian
Empire; now it survives nowhere in the former Sovict Union, and only in two
collections in the world. It's featured on a new GELO.80 stamp, against a photo of
19¢h-century Thilisi.

The courier companies DHL, TNT, UPS and FedEx all have offices
(see page 107) and they offer the only decent international mail scrvice.

Thi

BUSINESS

Georgians are known as wheeling-dealing bu men, and Russians in particular
also associate them with organised crime — unfairly, as most of the gangsters in
Mascow are in fact Chechens and indeed Russians. Laws and accountancy norms
are being brought into line with Western (especially German) standards; but to do
business here you will have to come to terms with a culture of corruption, which
is locally described more in terms of networks of loyalties.

Economic data can be obtained from the Economist Intelligence Unit, 26 Red Lion
Square, London WCIR 4HQ (N 020 7576 8181; 1020 7576 $476; € london i ein.com);
111 West 57th St, New York, NY 10019 (\ 212 554 0600; f 212 586 1181;
e newyork@ein.cons; wrnweincom), and from Georgian Economic Trends, oo
Georgian-European Policy and Legal Advice Centre (GEPLAC), Chitadze 3A, 0108
Thilisi (3 924371; 1 931716; e afficctageplacorg; wwnesgeplac org)

Business information is available from the US government’s Business Information
Service for the Newly Independent States (BISNIS) (US Department of Commrerce,
USA Trade Center, Stop R-BISNIS, 1401 Constitution Av, NW, Washingion, DC 20230;
N\ 8OO 872 8723, 202 482 4655; f 202 482 2293; € bisnis@ita.doc.gov; wnene.bisnis.doc.gov).
In Thilisi, the Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry is at Chavchavadze Ave
11 (N 230045; T 235760; € kim@ean. l.-lmagf wwnergeeiorg.ge). AmCham, the American
Chamber of Commierce in Georgia, is at Nutsubidze 1, Thilisi (Y 312110 f 312105;
@ ameliam(@amcham.ge; wiww.amchamge); they have an online database of businesses in
Georgia, and publish the useful and interesting AmChant News every two months
(available free online). The Georgian National Investment Ageney runs a free helpline

(N 933095) (in Georgian, English and Russian).

For casual work, about your only option is teaching English - try International
House Thilisi, Centre for Language Studies (Dol 2, 0171 Thilisi; 3
foor127; Es(fl(\dﬁfl(ha{(dx sanet ge; wwilwordd.com); The Byron School (Griboedor

N 983478; © byronschool@hotmail com); The English Language Cenre
1A, Thilisi; Wi 222326); and others listed at www britishcouncil org/ge-
education-english-language-schools.hum.
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CULTURAL ETIQUETTE
CULTURAL DOS AND DON'TS Perhaps the most important rule is o lea
a drink even when it's the last thing you want. Restaurant bills e & |I1 3
they're always paid by one person, almost always a man. LS ﬂ/‘
Adult Georgians don’t wear shorss. In churches shorts and low-cut (esses dre
unacceptable, and this is true in gene

n the remoter '"““'_‘I‘}"?”{?‘-W'Q
cover their heads in church (chough not always in Thilisi). Qug
i 93 5 AT

INTERACTING WITH LOCAL PEOPLE Georgians. though poor, are fantastically
hospitable people: this is in some cases a form of subconscious domination or
possession rather than pure generosity, but you still have to deal with the question
of how to pay t Payment with money will never be accepted and may be
s offensi presents for children are usually welcome (posteards or
books about your home country, coloured pencils, toys, chocolate, ctc).
rican cigaretees will usually be accepted by men, but the hardest problem is to
able gifts for the women who work so hard for so lietle in the way of
n the remoter villages even makc-up is inappropriate, but headscarves,
s and tablocloths are much appreciated.

GIVING SOMETHING BACK

The best way to find out what's going on in the Georgian NGO scenc is by reading
the excellent newsletters published (on paper and online) by the Caucasus
Environmental NGO Network (CENN). Details for the CENN and other
organisations are listed below.

Cancasas Environmental NGO Network (CENH) Sustainable Tourism Ceatre Paiashik str 17, Thili:
i ) 1S1903; & e @ 224062 £ 026030: m 399 ST84%:
a0t SaneLge: wow.cenn.org € ste@golge: wwwasglgelsic. Amanges volunteer
Georgian Ceater for the Consenvation of Wildife summer camg.
7 Hotsubidre Plateau 3/1, Thils; 326485, Warld Vision Georgia Gogebashvils 33, Thisi:
SYMTH; € ofice @ geowarg; wewgeowarg N W95, @ gib_brown @wiog;
The Noah's Ark Y Vot mainly with
Species (NACRES) Abashidee 124, 0179 chikdren of poor famiies.
Thilsi, N 233706; f $37124: & administrator @ WWF-Georgia Mleksidze 11, 0193 Thisi
TALTEL O, W D3Cres.rg. N BOISAS; @ offce @walcancasus g
i panda org/cascasus
01 Ha R

ek well oo thes Aighe. ‘

PUBLIC TOILETS

doors are likely to

i toilets are few and far berween. Where you do find one, the
marked with Cyrillic symbols, M for men and X for women, !

ELECTRICITY Electrical power is supplied in theory at 220V 50Hz, using two-prong
European-standard plugs; however, it's subject to surges, and in winter there may
¢ POWET cuts.
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With 45 destinations and over 550 connections per week Austrian is the
number one carrier to Central & Eastern Europe. We have 5 flights a week to
Thilisi and offer a complimentary food service in all classes. You can even travel
Business Class for full fare economy prices by taking advantage of our Silver
Ticket promotion. When you plan your trip to Georgia visit www.austrian.com
and travel with the experts to Central & Eastern Europe.

Austrian >

Carm s vt Miles & More.
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Thilisi lies at about 380m altirude, on the same latitude as Rome, Barcelona,
Boston and Chicago. It stretches for 20km along the river Mtkvari (the Kura in
Russian), with ins on three side: to the h Mount
Tabori and the Solalaki Ridge to the southeast, and the low undulating Makhat
Ridge to the northeast, beyond which is the so-called Thilisi Sea, now a reservoir,
and then the Samgori steppe
The average temperature is 13.2°C (24.4 July, and 0.9°C in
January), and average annual precipitation is 305mm (the wettest months are May
‘with 75mm, and April with 61mm). A damp spring is followed by a summer which
can b oppressively hot and stuffy, then a fine antumn with lower humidity; the
first snow appears on the mos ins in mid October, but winter in the city tends
to be damp and misty with minimal snowfall. This is a scismically active zone:
seismologists reckon that the strongest carthquake likely to occur here will be of
magnitude 4.5, and this was tested in April 2002 when a quake of magnitude 4.3
(Richter 4.8) struck. Six people died (two from heart attacks) and over 2,000
buildings were damaged in the old city, but none actually collapsed. Some roads are
still closed with public transpore diverted, especially in the Chugureti district.
Perhaps the most evocative accounts of Thilisi come from the 1930s, because of
the contrast it offered to the rest of the USSR: the author Arthur Koestler said:

1loved Thilisi more than any other town in the Soviet Union, perlaps because it was
still s0 untouched by the drabness and monotony of Soviet life, The town has an
irresistible cliarm of its own, neither Extropean nor Asiatic, but a happy blend of the two.

Fitzroy Maclean, who came here a dozen times or more, called it ‘one of my
favourite towns anywhere’. OF his first visit he wrote:

Immediately the town took my fancy. Ithad a graceful quality, a southern charm, an

cisure, which | had so far found nowhere elsc in the Soviet U
houses, crazy strucwures with jutting verandas, hang like swallows” nests from
the side of 2 hill. Bencath them 2 mountain strea
more houses cluster on the far side

HISTORY

The city’s name derives from thili, g warm, referring to the 30 hot springs
on the northeastern slopes of Mount Tabori — which produce three million litres a
dﬂ“ ﬂlhttw“u 24'(_‘ and 46.5°C -and in the 12th century supplied 65 bath houses.
also used by Russians and Armenians; the locals (or
Jjust say kalaki or the own.

Legend has it that King Vakhtang Gorgasali (‘Wolf-Lion'; Ap446-302) went
hunting from his capital in Meskheta, and wounded a deer or pheasant, which was
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miraculously cured (or alternatively cooked) by a hot spring. Vakhtang degided to
move his capital to this health-giving spot (the water is eve mid‘ ‘(é&* ore
cuntichs), though it was his son King Dachi who completed the ¥l o
city and moved the capital here. In fact there’s evidence of habilation I\-X;
ising given the combination of defensible hillwith the
hot springs. The city suffered 40 invasions between A627 ant) F195} YEPts.
Byzantines, Arabs, Khazars and Seljuk Tarks (many of them ssygralangesy py 131
der) recaptured the city and rebuilt it {nﬁumug L
ce across the river in the Isani (‘fortified place’)
pital of the most powerful state in the Near
wtre of Georgia's cultural fowering under monarchs such as
Tamar, Then the mvasions recommenced, with the Mongols in the 13th century,
Temur Leng in the 14th, and the Ottomans in the 15th. Georgia was divided into
weak principalities, and from 1632 Thilisi was governed by imposed Shahs
(including Khusran-Mirza, an illegitimate member of the Bagratid family who had
converted to Islam and who ruled for 26 years as King Rostom 1). In 1744 they
were driven out by King Teimuraz 11 and his son Irakli 11, and in 1762 it became
capital of eastern Georgia, In 1795 the Shah of Persia, Aga Mohammed Khan,
utterly destroyed Thilisi (almost nothing survived; the churches you see now were
rebuilt afterwards) and drove out the entire population.
er Irakli appealed for protection to the tsar and Georgia entered
Tiflis (as the Russians know i) recovered but was soon largely
i s, with Georgians mainly in the Avlaba
quarter, across the river beyond the Metekhi church, which had been the Armenian
quarter in Tamar's time, and is again now: The Russians developed the Garcrubam
area (the present centre, around Freedom Square and Rustaveli Avenue) only in the
18505, when merchs illas began to crecp up the foothills of Sololaki and
Muatsminda. Across the river, towards the railway station, the Chugured district was
seteled by Poles and Germans; the latter were invited to settle in the Russian Empire
Tuence can perhaps still be seen in the popularity of Doberman
pinsche At this period it was the capital of the entire Transcaucasus, and
many great figures came here. In 1829 Pushkin passed through on bis way to
Erzurum, in 1851-54 the young Tolstoy wrote his first significant storics here, and
Gorki also wrote and published his first story here in 1892; he called Tbilisi his
second home. The city was also visited by Tar Nikolai Iin 1837
There are some fine Art Nouveau buildings (known as Modeme here), notably
the National Library; in 1933—41, under Stalin and Beria, the Circus, Dinamo
stadium and Rustave nd the first high-rise apartment blocks
appeared; from 1 new housing developments” of
Digomi, Varketili, Avehali and Gldani were buile, Varketili is an extremely deprived
area which has developed a particularly good communiy organisation to tackle its
problems; if you should happen to go there, note block No 303, the Leaning Tower
of Thilisi, which has a cant of Im. A few buildings in the Freedom
Square/Rustaveli area were deswoyed in the civil war of 1991-92, but most gaps
have been filled by new developments, such as the Courtyard by Marrion Hotel
The city's population was FLO0O in 1865, 120,000 in 1900, 194,000 in 1913, and
519,000 in 1939 it reached a 1 1977, and now has about 1.4 million
inhabitants, 40% of whom arc not ethnically Georgian

5"

GETTING THER

BY AIR Thilisi's Lochini (formerly Navo-Alexcyevka) Airport (code: TBS) is
18kim east of the centre, reached by bus or taxi along the Kakheti highway: there
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are signs in English and a tall monu

1t of a woman holding a sun at the turn-off.
From the air, sce if you can spot the kurgans (Bronze-Age bu
airport, or the Thilaviamsheni factory that produces Sukhoi fighter-Borh

the
he

mounds) i

old arrivals terminal is a very small but attractive Modernist Btmiding
Salinist epoch. In February 2007 a new international m.maum...,cd anone

the old terminals is to become a hote

as A330 and A340 Airbuscs

1; the airport can now hwb rerake 35 o
and 2,000 passengers an hour. They JJv.Tfn-A sears

rental counter and ATMs, but the exchange desk is unlikely rndtid tpea MAidhbibet

pla
however.

For departures check=in is 60-90 1
the

from western Europe arrive; those on the departure side are open by 05,30, |

es before departure and flights within

can suffer spectacular delays. Information (of sorts) is available by phoning

997613 or 410403. There’s a bar selling foreign beers and Georgian wines, and a

duty-free shop (3 947302) selling ove
and a range of perfumes, cigarettes, su

Airline offices
Aeroflot Gamsakburdias 1; ™ 943896, 372111;
1 31919; @ thitosy @aerofotru
Tickes for Air Baltc fights via Riga an be boaked
through Berika Internationsl (see page 7).

Airlnes Sheraton Metechi Palace Hotel, Telm
20 THS0610; € TT09I;

wines, various whiskics
I goods.

priced Geo
asscs and el

922020, Davit Agmashenebelis 164; ™ 342280 &
Bakradze &

N 35580172,

Georgian National Mirfines Rustaveli 5; ") 936595,
385802 ™ (airport) 947677: @ info @ national-
aiacom; l-avia.com. Don't confuse this

Avia ExpressCruise Rustavli 2; ™ 986734, 988211
Azerbaljan Alrlnes Chavchavade 28; ™ 251669,
151301

Belavia Davic Agmashenebeli 95; ) 956830

bisi GHT Plaa, 4 Freedom Sg; s 40TIS/:

1 940725; @ the saes @ ybmicom

Georgian Rirways (sl someties referred 1o a5 Kir
Zena) Rustael 12, Thil; 712097, 34132,
185551, 999730, 999660; @ info@ georgian-

with the more useful Georgian Kirines.

Germania Express Sheraton Metechi Palace Hotel,
Telani 20; ™ T1I71; £ THIT1; woew gexe.de
Luithansa Sheraton Metechi Palace Hotel, Telavi 20;
N 23300; f 213302

§7 (Siberian Airfines) G Abesadze 5; ™ 920021,
963009

Tarkish Airfines (THY) Davit Agmashenebels 147;
" 959022, 940703; T 940104; e thytbs @

airways.con; om,
ainways.com. The national aieine alio has outets
the Maidan Business Centre on Gorgasali Sg:

om
UM Air {Ukrainsho-Sredizemaomorskiye Aviainii or
Ukrainian-Hediterranean Airlines) Ingorovka |2;

tramsfer Bus route 37 (a yellow midi bus) runs every 20-30 minutes from the

airport along the Kakheti highway to Samgori (where an underpass leads 1o railway,
metro and by ), Avlabari, the B idge, Freedom Square, Rustaveli,
Kostavas and Tamar avenues, giving a handy tour of the central arca, and after half an
hour reaching the Voksal (railway station), where they leave from a relatively obvious
stop on the down ramp road. It costs just GELD.50 (US$0.25), but (as you only pay
when you get off) a dollar bill (worth over GEL2) would doubtless satisfy the driver
if the exchange desk is still shut. It operates from 07.30 to 20,30 (07.00-20.00 from the
city); alernatvely, take a tax, costing around GEL20 (US$11) by day or GEL30
(US$17) at night, ly afier 20.00 (confirm the price before departure). A train
station opened in 2007, with departures from the city at 08.00, 09.00 and 1000, six
berween 17.15 and 23.13, and four more in the early hours, all returning half an hour
later. Alternatively it's under 2km to the highway; the decent Hotel Meridiani is
beside the highway into town, named after George W Bush when he visited in 2005,

BUS AND RAIL TERMINALS International buses from Azerb.

Turkey and Greece arrive at Ortachala, southeast of the centre

n, Armenia,
1 theory the

8s

w(lm'l ANY J43HL ONILIID



rminal

n bus station, with exchange desks but no ATM. In fact, the mam

m
is at Didube., to the north: emerging from the metro station (whﬁ‘ of
stalls and traders should have been cleared away) you'll fi a
yard full of minibuses and shared taxis — marshrutkas fon Al ahd
Gardabani wait just to your left, with taxis to Davit-Garcja, and manh tkas dnd

buses for Mrskheta are about 50m ahead and 1o the right. Bédond Wi Wit ihh
find buses and marshrutkas o Kazbegi (son es Wik |gpgns;j!|yj._j}g‘)r_,
Cyrillic serips). The bus station proper is several hundred metres to the right.
first the new Autovoksal Okriba, which is just as chaotic as the rest of the site,
with what should be tcket of s rented out as shops, and then the old
terminal, where you'll find vile toilets and left-luggage and exchange faciliies.
Buses to Gori and Kaspi leave every 30 minutes or so, and the really quite decent
coaches to Kutaisi run hourly. Marshrutkas to Borjomi leave on the hour from
near the Okriba terminal, with others to Tqibuli (the 09.00 departure
continuing to Oni) and elsewhere.

Buses for destinations in the west of the countr
Didube in the momings; in the carly afternoon there'll still be some
shared taxis leaving from here, but later on you're to the Voksal
(main rail station). At the station’s rear (or north) side, to the left buses leave for
Barumi (bay 1), Zugdidi (bay 2). Senaki (bay 3), Kutaisi {bay 4), Samtredia (bay 5)
and Poti (bay 6), ctc; to the right minibuses wait for passengers, leaving when full,
with the last dcpﬁrmrcs at about 19.00. Overnight buses to Batumi take about nine
hours and cost GEL9 (US$4.50); minibuses take about seven hours but are twice
as expensive. A few minibuses also leave from the south side of the station. A daily
bus to Viadikavkaz and Mineralni Vodi (in Russia) via the Georgian Military
Highway also leaves from here, although Westerners are not allowed to cross the
border; tickets from International Service Ltd at Kassa No 18 () 993522), or from
Kassa No 5 at Samgori bus station (Y 716629). This bus usually continues to
Rostov or Moscow, with connections at Kropotkin to Odessa, and at Rostov to
Kiev; other buses, and also shared taxis, run from Didube. There are also buses to
Yerevan, at 1LO0 and 17.00, with tickets (GEL25) sold from Kassa 18 or 24
(% 943554, 993522)

Likewise at the Ortachala bus terminal, tickets for Moscow, St Pet
Kiev are sold at Kassa No 2 () 753433, m 893 642021). Buses 1o
Greece (a very long haul) leave from Ortachala; see page 56 for details of
operators. Heading for Trabzon, buses leave the Ortachala terminal in Thilisi at
about 17.00 and take about 16 hours; it's best to buy tickets a day ahear
castwards to Kakheti leave from the Samgori (also known as Naftlugi) e
and rail station, ¢ast of the centre (local buses to Sagargjo, for instance
right outside, and longer-distance buses from a small terminal to the right).
Marshrutka minibuses for Kakheti Ieave from the square just behind (north of)
Isani metro station, and also from outside the Samgori station. For Telavi, there
are beeween eight and 12 buses a day (09.00-18.20), costing GEL6: marshrutkas
cost about the same, and are i nal bus to
Khidi (the Krasni Most or Red Bridge, the main border crossing to
Azerbaifan) also leaves from Samgori and others run from opposite the Isani
metro station; they wect with minibuses on the far side of the border. Buses
for Manglisi and Akhalkalaki leave from Victory Squarc (Gamarvebis
Mocdani), Bagebi. Marshrutkas to Marneuli and Bolnisi leave from the
Ortachala roundabout.

Buses to Rustavi leave from the Dinamo stadiom; a surprisingly frequent train
service runs from the Samgori station. The Voksal handles mainly long-dista
and international trains, while local services to the west often leave from the so-

and north o Kazbegi, leave
minibuses and

e
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called Borjomski platforms, o the southwest. The main hall is to the south.

computerised ticket machines; it may be easier to buy local tickets on the porth
<ide, reached by a footbridge to the west. Left-luggage is in the underpays, fufic
leads anly to the central platforms. For tickets for the regular train o
the intermational counter, which has a computer printout of the“sch {qﬂ?
lish posted in the window: For rail information, try phoning 351003, 566119
564717 or 83 952527, or sce wwwrailwayge which gives atheeff Kpdinpref])
1o information in English at the Voksal exeqpy s 1)
tion intermediate stops. The Voksal is to be Nﬁovﬁmm P
theory, with a new horel upstairs. Long-distance trains leave for Bawmi at 08.50
and 21,00, for Poti at 09.20 and 23.00, for Zugdidi at 09,15 and 21.30, for Ozuregsi
2t 09,15 and 21.00 and for Senaki at 1445, although precise times may change.
Others head west to Nikosi (Tokhinvali) and Borjomi, giving a fairly frequent
service to Miskheta and Gori.

Ticket agencies For flights to CIS destinations. you can buy tickets over the
counter at the Aviakassas (air ticket agencies) all over town; one of the best is
Aviaservice at Rustaveli 36; others arc at Rustaveli 19 and Lesclidze 30. The
leading Georgian agency is Sky.Georgia, an amalgamation of four companics
offering air and hotel reservations, car and bus rental and other travel services:
they're at Rustaveli 19 ( 922581, 999662; @ tour@sky.ge; wne.sky.ge; open Mon-Fri
10.00-17.30, Sat 10.00-14.00). Levon Travel (Charchavadze Av 20; 3 250010;
1 232399; e I anet ge, e wienwfevontravel.conr) and the
slightly less slick Berika International (Kostaias 14; 932829 fux; 9522835
e berikaGicancasus.net; wwnwberika.ge) are travel agencies that deal mare with
residents than visitors but can book flights with all major airlines. Intertour
(Tamar Mepis 7 N 339966; 1 942880; e ticketing@intertoure) and Ultratour
(Metckhi Business Center, Mewekhi 22 ai Avlabari Sy; ™\ 778686, 776202; m 877
409007) also have links with Western airlines.

CGTT Voyages (on the third floor of the dosed Hotel Sakartoelo, Melikishvili 12;
N 221425; § 221426; & cgn@ropages.com ge; wwiwcgu-thilissi.ge) is 2 French-owned
company, operating across the CI

American Express have an office (operated by VIP-BTC) at Davit
Agmashenebelis 67 (Y 940364, 958810; T 941706; © contact@amexgeorgia.com;
wiowamexgeorgia.com; open Mou-Fri 10.00-13.30 & 14.30-18.30, Sat 11.00-16.00),
but they can't change their own travellers’ cheques or do anything particularly

[=

usefial, other than selling tickets for the very expensive huxury train to Baku.
See pages 51-2 for tour operators.

ETTING AROUND
METRO Thilisi has a two-line metro system, as well as molleybuses, buses, and
swarms of private marshrutka minibuses. Public transport runs from 06.00 to
midnight.

The metro (wwu:metroge) opened in 1965 and now extends for 24km, with 21
suations. There are two lines, mostly underground, mecting at the Voksal
(Vagzalis Mocdani), and trains run roughly every five minutes. Local residents
can tisc 4 swipe card for access, but otherwise you'll have to pay GELO40 for a
plastic taken (buy enough for a day or two) which you put inta a wrnstile a few
Imctres away, Crime is not really a prablem, although some embassies warn
against using the metro.

“The principal fine runs largely parallel to the Mtkvari from north to southeast,
from Akhmeteli wo Didube, Voksal, Marjanishvilis, Rustaveli Square, Freedom
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are, Avlabari, Isani, Samgori and Varketili; there's a free transfer to the other
which runs westwards from Voksal to Universiteti, w'Llhj five
ermediate stops mostly along Vazha-Pshavelas Avenue. Signs., i
corgian and the system can seem challenging to forcigners af firse; bur z‘
word of the pre-departure announcement is the name of the néye statigf whidh
o the first word on armival. The system scems o have Jegnyiuile sy

ns unusually far apart and platforms only fite e --.:jr- s

i (and fotivccarriage tralis): however, the tiairs anid Foc LIl st e DL
refurbished in 2006.

TAXIS The most reliable taxis are red Mitsubishis (as a rule) found at the red-and-
white Georgia Bus and Taxi Company ranks (for instance, along Rustaveli and at
the airport) or by phoning 327849, You may have to remind them to turn the meter
nd you shouldn't pay more than GELS (US$2.50) around town {fares double
late at night). Other taxis are less reliable and are unlikely to have a meter:
the maximum fare shonldn’t be more than GELG (double that late at

HARSHRUTKAS AND BUSES Marshruckas are a phenomenon which barely existed
ander the Soviet Unio ranchise for cach line is owned by someone (often a
member of parli . for some reason), whom minibus owners/drivers pay for
the right to work. They run from dawn to 23.00 (later in summer). Fares (clearly
displayed) are between GELO.40 and GELO.SO, compared with GELO.20 for
wrolleybuses. A fleet of 500 relatively new yellow Dutch buses has recently arrived,
and the marshrutka minibuses have been summarily banned from the main axis of
Kostavas and Chavehavadze Avenues. The hrutkas (which should
have been reorganised to be feeders to the metro and the new buses) simply moved
to the inadequate parallel streets, wath no information available about where they
can be found or where they go.

Then there’s not much mformation about where the buses go cither, and their
route numbers clash with those of the marshratkas. The new shelters at bus stops
carry advertising only, not information, but you could try phoning 723433 for
information. The buses have fixed stops on Rustaveli, Kostavas and Chavchavadize,
but elsewhere they stop where the driver wants, like marshrutkas; however, they
are much more sedate and comfortable than the marshrutkas. Some pointless and
dangerous bus contraflows have also been introduced. Bus route 87 is a
loop, from Freedom Square along Rustaveli Avenue, Kostavas, akhurdias
Avenue and Vazha-Pshavelis Avenue to Delisi mewo, then around by the
university to Chavehavadze Avenue and back along Rustaveli to Freedom Square.
on in the middle of the new buses, get off and pay (GEL0.40) at the front
(unless you have a scason ticket)

A few decrepit trolleybuses still run on a couple of routes, having been
trounced by the marshrutkas; they are slow but very cheap and have plenty of space
for baggage. Trolley 7 starts west of Baratashvilis Bridge, also on the left bank, and
runs via Avlabari Square and Ortachala to Gorgasali Square: wrolley 15 follows the
same route to Avlabari, continuing to Samgori and Isani metro stations, Trolley 16
links Samgori and Ortachala.

There is also a cable car from Vake Park to Turtle Lake (working at weekends),
but the cable car and funicular up to Miatsminds are both out of action

Ortachala bus erminal is served by marshrutkas 8, 10, 13, 244, 45, 46, 48, 48A,
94,108, 121, 132, 140, 149, 150, 161, 198 and 213, buscs 3, 10, 19, 16, 50 and
and trolleys 7, 16 and 21 some of these terminate at the roundabout just to the
west, The Didube by reached by metro, but many marshrutka
Toutes pass it, notably 6, 1,61, 92 and 100.
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| Samgori metro, lsani metro, Kakheti Highway, Lile //
1 Chichinadze, Kindzmarauls, Hoscow Avenue, Ketevn Tsamebulis, Avabari,
frene, Rotaras (ack by arakbrs, ek, Tamar Hegs s, _J’:j”“{
3 Akbmeteli etro, Mukhiani, Temka, Axapa, Sarjs metro "’, el
5 Aviation factory, Bogdan Khmelnitskis, Cholokashvils, Ortachala, Gorgacid ioeekl Bk [ batlc)
Baratashvilis, Rustavel Avene, Kostavas (Back: Restavas, Yaraziskhevis, Melkishvis) Saakadre Square,
Buluchauris, Vazha-Pshavelas (Back: Kazbegs), Kavtaradue, Thilsi State Unversty “Magl” buikding
10 Varketil, Kaloubanis, Javakhets, Samgori metro, Ketevan Tsamebulis, Ortachala, Gorgasals,
Baratashils
12 Avlabari metro, Baratashils, Rustaveli Avenue, Rostavas (Back: Kostavas, Varaziskhevis, Melikishvils)
Gamsakburdias Avenue, Yazha Pibarelas Avenue
14 Didi Digomi, Davit Agmashemebelis, Gagarin Square, Shartav, Kestavas, Varaziskhe, Rustavel Avenae,
Baratashvils

16 Baratashils, Gorgasals, Rustai Highway

1T Veksal, Tamar Mepis Avenue, Yaraziskhevis, Melikishvilis, Rustaveli Avenue, Baratashvili, Gorgasalis, Rustari
Highway, Upper Ponichala

18 Rvabari metro, Meskhishvils, Bukhaidre, Gorkis, Khetagurori, Davit Agmashenebels, Tamar Nepis
Mvenue, Voksal

19 Vazisubani, Yarketii metro, Javakhetis, Moscow Avenae, Samgori metro, Ketevan Tsamebulis, Navthugis,
Baghdadi, Ortachala, Rustavi Highway, Upper Ponichala

21 Thiisi Stae University Haglvi buiding S Eul, Varha-Pshavelas, Karbegis, Tamarashil, Chavcharadze
Avenae, Melikishviks, Kostava St (Back: Varaziskheris), Heroes Square, Tamar Mepis Avenue, Central
Harker, Tiereel, Robabidze Avense, Ljsbans, Hioni Factory, Automobile markes, Didi Digomi

24 Gldani, Akbmetei metro, Chiren's Hospital #2, Ljbljana, Robakidae Avenue, Gelovans, Gagarini
Square, Vazha-Pshavela Avenoe, (Back: Kasbegs), Kavtaradre St, T5U ‘Hago’ Buiding

15 Vazisubani, Varketili metro, Javakhetis, Moscow Avenue, Samgori metro, lsani metro, Baratashvilis

27 Vokual, Tamar Mepis Avenue, Davit Agmashenebelis Avenue, Tsabadze, Treretels, Robakidre, Gelovanis,
Godrhil, 4

Vasbljoar

29 Gotirde metr, | Vakels, Lisis, Oncological Hospital

30 Varkeil,Sukhishits, Javakhets, Hoscow Avenue, Keteran Tsamebols, Saarbracken Square, et bank,
Tamar Hepis Avenue, Yoksal

31 Aviation factory, Chookashvils, Bogdan Khelnitsks, Boghdadi, Keteran Tsamebelis, Alabar,
Baratahis, Rstaveli Avenue, Kostava (Back Varaziskhevis, Helkishii), Tamar Mepis Avence, Volsa

33 Gldani, Yekua, Rercis, Guramishvils, T Eristais, Tseretel, Davit Margnishis,
Elbakidae, Rustavel Avene, Freedom Square, Baratashil. Back: Rustaveli Avenue, Restavas, Tamar
Hepis Avenue, Davit Agmashenebels, etc.

34 Tekneti, Bagebi, Chavchavade Avenve, Helikishiis, Rustaveli Avenue, Republic Square, Elbakide,
Haranishvils, Davic Agmashenebels, wn.pnummmmwmpnm
Vorariskhevis, Chavchavadze Avenoe, Bagebi, Tskneti

37 Yoksal, Tamar Hepis Avenue, Varazickhevis, Helishvils (Back Kostaras), Rustavei Avenue, Baratashvils
Reteran Tsamebals, Black Sea 1, Xakhet Highway, hirport

CAR RENTAL Caucasus Travel have the fra
chains o reach Georgia; contact CT Car Service, Metekhi Business C
Metekhi 22 on Avlabari Square () 999100; € heriz @georgia.com,ge), “:.Mnubmh
self-drive and chauffeur-driven cars. They also have a desk at the airport
(Y 995003; f 995122; open Mon-Sat 09.00-18.00). Avis arc at Freedom Square 4
(N 923594; §923591;  reservations@avis.ge; wwnzavis.ge) and at the airport, with cars
costing around USS$70 per day, plus in ete. A cheaper option is T
& T International Ltd (Chavchavadze Av %; ™\ 553033;  233074), who have Kia

hise for Hertz, the first of nu tuL
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39 Nutsobidze Plateau, Nutsubidee, Marians, Kavtaradre, Kazbegis (Back:Varha
Chavcharadze Avenue, Melkishvils (Back: Kostava, Varariskhevi), Rustavei Avene,
oiabar etro, ko Heto, Samgont Meto, Huscow venue, Jarakhes, S, Yarketi

40 Akbmeteli metro, Mukhiani, Temka, Geramishvls, T Erstais, Tseretels, Davit Agmas§buekell lirdas ) 22 (|
Square, Gamsakburdias, Yazha-Pshavelas (Back: Ranbegis) Kavtaradae, TS0 ‘Nagh Befiging = [] [#] [/ J

42 Voksal, Tamar Hepis Avenue, Rostavas, Doldze

4 Gigomi marker, Beashvils, Trertels, Tsabadre, Davit Agmashenebel, Heroes Square, Varazskhevis,
Helikishvis (Back Restavas), Rustaveli Avene, Baratashls, Alabari metro, lsaai metro, Gulia Square,
Rustavi Highway, Kvemo Ponichala

48 Gotsiridze metro, Nutsubidze

49 Gotsridze metro, Tavadze, Nutsubidze S, Drotsenidze St Nutsabidze Platea

50 Vazisubani, Yaketi metro, Javakhets, Samgori metr, lani metro, Baghdadis, Ortachal, Gorgasais,
fresdom

54 Mini factory, Digom, Tseretelis, Davit Agmashenebelis Avenue, Tamar Hepis Avenue, Yoksal

55 Aviation factory, Bogdan Khmelnitskis, Cholokaslrikis, Ortachala, Gorgasal, Metekhi Bridge, left bank,
Baratashvils, Rustaveli Avenue, Kostavas, Varaiskberis (Back: Meikishvls), Chavchavadze Avenue,
Tamarashvii, Gotsridze metro, Kavtaradze, TSU Magie buikding

56 Samgori meur, lani metro, Kakhes Highway, Orkhevi

7 Yoksal, Tamar Mepis Avenue, Kostavas, Gamsakhardias, Bakhtrionis, lkalto Hil

59 Yake Park, Chavchavadze Avense, Nelkihilis (Back: Kostavas, Voraiskhevi), Ebakidae, Marjanshvis,

Davit Agmashenebels, Saarbrucken Square
8l hpuw!mnm (Badk: Nostavs, Yaraiskheris), Rustavli Avemue, Freedom

Square,

ungmumqnmmm&mwwmmm“m
Helikishvils, Kostavas), Chavchavadze Avenue, Bagebi

65 Dolidze, Kostaras, Rustaveli Avenue, Baratashvikis

69 Didube metro, Robakidze Avene, Davit Agmashenebelis, Hukhatgrerdi

71 Varkeh plateau, Kakheti Highway, ksani metro, Avlabari metro, Baratashvils, Rustaveli Avenue,
Kostavas, Varaziskhevi (Back: Melkishvils), Chavchavadze Avenwe, Tamarashrilis, Yazha-Psharelas Avenue,

TS0 ‘aglii” Building

T4 Didube metro, T Eristavis, Trotne Dadianis, Chitaia, Chikobava, Nekrasov, Saarbrucken Square, Orbeliani
Square (former US embassy)

76 Samgori metro, Hoscow Avenue, Kakheti Highway, Lile market

78 Voksal, Tamar Wepis Avense, Heroes Square, Varaziskhesis, Mefikishvils, Chovelidze, Gogebashvils,
Reheulishvils, Temo Vake

83 Gotsiridee. metro, Nutsubidze, Nutsubidze Plateay

84 Digomi, Darit Agmashencbelis, Robakidze Avenue, Tseretelis, Dinamo Stadium

85 Vake Park, Tamarashvils, Kasbegis, Gamsakhurdia Avenue, Kostavas, Heroes Square, Yaraziskhevis,
Chavchavadze Avenue, Vake Park (circular)

&1 Freedom Square, Rustaveli Avenue, Kostaras, Gamsakhurdas, Yazha-Pshavela Avenue, Tamarashvils,
Chavchavadze Avenue, Helkishvils, Rustaveli Avenue, freedom Square

cars from US$50 per day or US$300 per week. S&N (Charchavadze Av 2;

"\ 224958; @ sandn.co@ caucasus.net, sandnco@yahoo.com; wnwswmotors.ge) has bigger

American cars for US$100-175 per day, US$150-175 per weekend or US$575-725
per week, with drivers available

A far cliaper option i o loak an the naticeboard at Prospero’s Fooks (Rustuel
Av 34) where drivers offer themselves and their cars from US$15 per day, There
arc 24-hour petrot stations at the airport junction, Ortact d on the Miskheta
highway, and there are plenty of others on the river embankments.
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%1 WHERE T0 STAY \
After the Abkhazian war the Soviet-cra block-hotels in Thi AtTe A
were taken over by refugees and for a while there ws almost nowheré o 4
acrop of small, pricey guesthouses sprouted up for businessmen; thesc ofidh baye
sign on the street (both for security and for tax evasion, and shfhl e Bl
advance. In the last couple of years a new generation o St Fbidited
homestays have appeared, and there are also plenty of new small hotels, as well as 2
conple of new Marriots for the business market. Now the refisgees have been
relocated from some hotels and these are being rebuilt as madern faciltics: Radisson,
Novotel, Intercontinental and Hyatt hotels arc due to open in 2008-09, as well as an
airport hotel. 'Kempinski plan to open a horel on Rustaveli Averie by 2010,

Maost hotels cater for Georgian tastes with huge (cold) rooms and echoing
apartments: a fow, such as the Kartli, have smaller, snugger European-
Al but the very cheapest have their own generator: few have lfis. Remember that

you'll have to pay an extra 18% tax in many cases.

HOSTELS

% Nasi Gretadze Marjanishvilis 30/92;

™\ 950594, Just nerth of the Marjanishvilis metro
station, to the right inside 3 courtyard to the left
of Marjanishils St, this was for 2 long time the
nearest thing to 2 backpackers’ hastel. Nasi speaks
German & acts like the retired schoolteacher she
is, with striet rules such 35 o hanging towels 1o
dry & being in bed by midnight. There are ow
some better alternatives, in the same area not far
from the Yoksal. Shared rooms USS 10 pp, with
showers for USSI more.

2 Dodo Nevlshvill (3 rooms) Haranishvis 36,

N 954213, This is 2 blocks narth (on the same
side after the church) of Nasi Gretadze's place. Dodo
speaks Englsh & has 3 rooms. with beds. Rooms
GELIS pp inc showers.

2 Irina Jagaridze Ninoshilis 19: % 954714,
899 111669, This s the first street on the beft
after the Russian church (1aking Harjanishvils north
from the metra); its the top flat in the third

bilding on the right. Ity dean & spacious, wih Ths
& great views over the city, plus free internet access
41 Kitchens & a washing machine (GELS for 2 ful
load). It very populas with lirachis & even hosts
celebratons of major Jewish holidays. Beds GELIS

A Khatuna's Chitaya (formerly Sovietskaya) 12,
on the main road from the Dry Bridge to the
rear of the Voksal; wrn left at the top of
Marjanishwils, & it on your ek From the Voksal,
turn hard left (east) to take Pirosmanis, which
Teads into Chitaya. Long kaown to Japanese
travellers. Beds GELS.
= Muradashwill Homestay Sulkhan-Saba 5;

"\ 935896; m B93 959MT. This is on the other
side of the river, right at the rear of the Marrion
Courtyard Hotel. Tina. works at the National Huseum
& Inad s a taxi deiver, 50 excellent & affordable
wurs can be armanged. The cost 5°€ 10 pp, inc o
filing bifost.

JNIS 01 J93HM  1sita)

Otherwise, for budget travellers looking for something slightly better than the
Ortachala Hotel, the best bet is probably a private room; these are sull in short
supply, but can be booked through GeorgiCa (US$28 pp, with b/fast and shared
bathrooms) - sce page 51. For longer stays you might want to rent an apartment —
lestate ge.

The hotels below are listed broadly from east to west, on the leftnorth bank
and then the right bank. To book from abroad prefix phonce numbers with
+99532.

EAST OF THE CITY

= Weridiani Kakheti Highway 69; \ 767563, On
the lelt heading in from the airport, this is an fight up, sign in Englsh); "\ 724636, Hearer the
arceptable stopover for one night, but toa far from  0ld Town. Simple but good volve of GELZO pp (pus
the city. USS2 for o shower).

(o]

22 Ortachala In the international bus terminal (one
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AVLABARI (HANDY FOR THE AIRPORT)
Palace Hatel (140 rooms)
Tel 20;  772020; UK 0890 960501 T 77226;

e mph@ 2.

2 Daveli (0ld) Metekhi ISWW)/ i 3
N 990536; T 997843; a.éwld: ] m;
Iémetekhige. A hiyonc buiding 41 onthe

www sheraton,com/Thiisi, The city's premier hotel for
many years, this has packed 2 Iot of lving ino 1t
short fife. In 1994 it was taken over by Kalashoikov-
toting Mihedrion, supposedly there to puard the
place intead there were lurd stories of shootings in
the bar & drug dealing in the cammidors. The US
embassy banned its officials from going there
(although the EC offce was there) § s general
manager fed back to Austia, Famously, a sign at
the door read "Handguas allowed, semi-automatics to
be left at reception’ In 1997 the Harco Pelo group
sold it to Sheraton, never having made any profit
Now, of course, it's like any other intemational
bosiness botel, with s Lstorey atrum & 3 gold &
glass internal lifts, 24he business centre, gym, indoor,
outdoor & children’s pools, jacuzai & sauna, & is
home 1o the Dutch embassy, Lubhansa, Austrian
Airlines & Germania Express; nevertheless its been
avertaken by the Marriott downtown. Some rooes
are non-imoking, which is. seen a5 a strange Western
affectation elsewhere in Georgia; the top 3 floors
have been refurbished as executive rooms, with 2
lounge, office space, fax & free internet access.
Rooms from US$I90 sgl or US$220 db,inc tax,

& 0ld Thillsi (24 rooms) Ketevan Tsamebeli 27

N 173840-3; € 173844; e boteloldbifsi @
yaboo.com; www.info-thilisi.com/akdibilisi, On the
main road to the airport, this is 2 new & very
nouveau hatel that is not really zimed at
Westerners, although Englsh is spoken. Rooms
US$95-100 sgl US$125-130 dbl, & US$140-170
for asuite, inc bifust & 3hrs internet occess, on a PC

or your laptop.

T GTH Hetekhi Rise 4 ™ 273348; f 273349;
e hoyel-gumkapan @ mail.u; www gimkapan ld ge.
K modern busivess-style botel in a prime location,
with views aver the river & Old Town; rooms are
good & dean with cable TV & free Iaptop internet
access, but English is not really spoken. There's 3
restaurant, conference hall, swimming pool, sauna,
grm & billards. From USS50 sgl, USS0 dbl inc
bifast

THE OLD TOWN

5 VIP (T rooms, | suite) Leselidze 31

VF 920040, 939805 © hotel @ vipmailge. In 2
courtyard without  sign, this hotel is accustomed 1o
intermational business visitors & good English s
spaken, There are 4 sgl rooms at US$50. 3 twins ot
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difl of the Mekvari Rivet, 10 of 15 rooms have
bakonies with a view 3 Fhe iy 4D ek tebe AC,
minibar, safe & satelj ] W Herfy phplj]dged
restaurant, which offers a 10% discount for hotel
guests. Rooms sgl USS50-90, dblfowin USS60-100,
apts US$120, ol inc bifest & tax.
71 Kopala (11 rooms, § suites) Chekhor §;
N 778520 7 775590: @ hotel @ kopala.ge:
wwwkopalage. In a fantastic setting above the
Hetekhi church, but the views are best enjoyed from
the rochtep terrace rather than the restaurant, which
serves small portions f average food. The rooms are
nice, with AC, sateflite TV, minibar, intemnet access,
st & hairdryes; there’s a gym, sauna & bosiness
centre. gl from UIS§90, dbl fiom UISS105, opts
USS240, with bifast
A Ll (8 rooms) Gvinis Agmarti 19; ™ TI3856;
www hotelle ge. On the south side of dvlabari 5q,
this has & rooms (1 en suite), in a good dick
modern styl, with cable TV & AC. It dean &
riendly, with some English spoken, athough cheaper
rooms can be a littke noisy. Note that the botel i
abeve the café, through the door next to the double
ones; they also offer cheap tours with their own 4x4
& minibas & guides who charge USSS per br, about
half the tour agenies” rate. Twins US$35-45; tax is
inc, plus bifost after 2 days.
2 Istambel (14 rooms) Davit Agmashenebelis 148;
N 9101824 f 911185; e istanbel @wanexge:
wew.istanbullid.ge. In a former military school on
the Turkish section of Davit Agmashenebelis, this new
hotel has a cramped staircase & ifi, but decent
rooms with TV, minibar, fre. lapiop comection &
good bathrooms. English s spoken & a restaurant is
opening in mid 2006. Rooms USSS0-120 inc bifast.
(25 rooms, § suites) Marjanishviis 51
) 940505, 942074; 1 965456; e
hotelprestige @ wanex.ge; www hotelprestige ge. Fairly
handy for the Yoksal, this small new hotel has AC
rooms with satellite TV & minibar plus a restaurant-
bar & parking. Sgf US$50-60, dbi USST0, suites.
US$80-120.

US$60, & a suite (with jacuzzi) ot USS100,inc
bifast & tax; dinner con be ordered, & there’s free
internet access.

% Ata (5 rooms) Leselidze 17; Y 981715

1 986026 @ info @ hotelata.com; www hotelata.com



& modern block in fact on 2 side road off Leselidze,
the adequate large rooms have small TVs, metal
doors & secaric water-bailers; Nana speaks fair
Englsh. Sgi USS45, twin USS60 inc bifost

= Davell Ubani (15 rooms) Dumas 5; v 92404;
f 922464 Aso just off Leselidze. This is an older
buiding: rooms have cable T, AC, fridge & rather
oldish bathrooms. Very chean & friendly, with some
Fagsh & good German spoken. 4 sgs ot USS40, 9
dbis at USS50 plus a semi-suite ot USS80 & o
suite at USSB0, oflinc bifast, dinner is availoble to
order.

2 Courtyard by Marriett {118 roons) Tavisuplbis
Moedani (Freedom Square) 4 ™ 779100, £ 179110;
e ibilsi-marmiott @ caueasus.net;

wwwmarmiott com/tbscy. Opened in 2000, this 4-star
sidekick 10 the Mammiot: praper offers all mecesary
ameniies at 2 dighty more alrdable price. Al
rooms have 2 phane lines & dataport, vice mail
cablefsatelite TV, AC, safe, hairdryer & iron. There's a
health dub, swimming pool & saun, & 3 bar &
brasserie, notable for its Sun brunch (12.00-16.00)

THE NEW TOWN

& David (11 rooms) lashili 184 " 935005,
931635; T 981719, @ giahi @yahoo.com. Opened in
1001, rooms are a litthe Soviet-style, but bathrooms.
have tubs & the comidors are spacious & airy.
Rooms have satellite TV, fridge & intemet access for
Iaptops, & there’s 2 functional Fitte restaurant, Sgis
with dbi bed) US$50, dbl (with twin beds) US$70 &
suites US$80, off inc bifst but not tox.

= Diplomat (3 rooms, | suite] Bolo Agmart &
WA 923746, 921088, @ hotekdip @ homail com;
oo qar com/diplomat. & very comlortable
modern hotel at the upper edge of the Old Town,
the Diplomat’s rooms are AC with satelite TV &
minibar. There’s a business centre with intermet
acess & 2 sauna, gym & pool are available. Take
marshrutka 12 or 195 1o the first hairpin on the
Kojri highway. & sgis tUS30-75,3 s ot _
US$60-85, & o suite ot US$70 {akthough unusually
his oniy has o shower & no bath). Prices inc tox &
bifast

& Dea (7 roums) Hokvari 3; ™ 997045, Beiween
the old central market & the river (ust behind an
old tower), marked by a bas/calé sign, this is in fact
2 new hotel with good moder design, though a bt
misapplied in places. Staff are friendly but dont
relly speak Englsh. There is a sauna (GEL3O per
brl, with 2 phunge pool & direct phone to the bar.
Toin rooms, with fans & shower, cost USS30-60
(the most expensve roams inc bifast)

Deluxe (ie: regular) rooms cost from US$150,
superior rooms from US$200, up to
junior suite, dpi:sLFSllwa

Villa

10 Y 920340-2, f ,lﬂﬂ en&m@ 4
botelmiebi ge www hotelmiebigt) ¥ alBpieds &) -
beautifully restored 19th-cen m 1114]
lowely bifast hallfwinter prﬂ.}:’fmonﬂ g:’lﬂj -
satelite TV, €D playes, minibar, laptop acces, free
umbrella, haindryer & orthopasdic mattress plus 3
large bathroom. There's ako free internet access,
gym. sauna & small swinming_pool. The 4 sgf ooms
cost USS8S, the 4 dbls US§100 & the suite

US$130, ollinc bifast but ext tax.

7 Ambasadori (42 rooms) Skavieli [3; ™ 920403,
921627, reservations 998199; T 931740;

© inlo @ ambasadari ge; www-ambasader ge. The
grandest of Thilsi's locally owned hotels, with a
ooftop swimming posl, it & business centre. The

AC rooms cost from USS110 sgl USS160 dbl or
twn, & up to USS250 for @ sute with blfest in the
4th-floor terrace café (open to 02.00).

o Tori (33 rooms, 6 suites) Chanusia 10
923765 F 923820, @ toni@access sanetge.
if from dhe Trkish army, his is run by Georgas
Ministry of Defence, but is in fat a perfecly mormal
botel in a good location on the west side of the
Wexandrov Park, Bifards, table-tennis & a Turkish
bath are also awalable. Theres 2 calé-bar on the
3rd floor plus a full restaurant, & a business centre
with interner accss, Twin USS100, 0 few sps
(US$80), suite (US$170-240), inc tox, bifast, & use
of the gym.

- Gorda (8 room:) Sanapive B ) 934746
995523; @ hotel_gorda @ yahos.con;
www.welcome.ge/hutel_gorda. On the river
embankment, with car parking at the rear. Englich,
French, German & lualian are spoken, appareatly. Sgf
US$50, dbl US$70-80, inc bifost; 2 rooms have
huge bathrooms, & some have baconis.

7= Marritt Thillsi (127 roons) Rustael 13;
997209, toli-ree UK 0800 221222, US | 888
236 2417; T 991210 www.marmiott.comi thsme. Built
in 1915 as the Majestic & reopened in 2001, this is
Thiliis only S-star hatel, Innawations include Thiliis
first wine bar, the Patio open-air summer restaurant
& ice machines o0 each oor {one of which is
smoke-free). Deluxe fie: standard) raoms cast from
US$195 plus bifast (US$15) & tax, executive rooms
from US$285, & a presidential suite a mere
usge9s!
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& Iparl (10 roams) ¥ Abashidee 4; * 996795,

1 990751 © ipari @gol gt worw . gelgan. Just off
Rustavel, east of the opera house, this family-run
hotel i in a prime location & not 100 noisy.

4 rooms. are Ylxe’ with a balkony & a bath
(lthough the boders are a bit basc). Sg US540,
twin USS80, & e USS100-1 20, inc bfost & tox.
72 Merani (1 rooms) hustavl 42 93318

VERE

rogms) Chavchavadze St 11;
906003, 9201T3; T 996246 € Balil 3@
hotmail om. This. i a comfortable friendly place
with an atrium sitting area. (with freplace), free
beer & wine, both European & Russan billards
tables, & big fish in a tank in the dining area.
US880-100 with bifast, plos e ot US$10.
o Rand M (Manana Skhirtladze’s guesthouse)
(6 rooms) ubelashwili SI: ™y 936397, F 923435,
Hanana daims to have been the first to open @
guesthouse in Thdlisi although she has now moved 2
block downhill to this building, with en-site rooms,
25 well 25 meeting rooms, jpcuzi & a terace with
2 good view, There’s free wie of a P with scanner
& printe. Sgl US$90sgl dbl USS100-135, both HB,
inc

faundry.
7 Mt Kalta Arsena 46; N 936391 T 923435,
Manana Skhirtladee’s original guesthouse, séill 2 very
combortable & convenent place with TV in the
rooms & a video leunge with a buge Russian
billards table (which has bigger balls than the
standard version, oaly just fitting into the pockets).
There's one bathroom for every 2 rooms. Sgl USS90,
bl US$100, both B, i laundry.
 Lis's Guesthouse {4 rooms) Arsena 35;
) 9208538; f 98443; € arsenal$ @ yahoo.com.
Oppasite Manana's, ber "pupd (15 years age). Rooms at
La's have omate antique-stye foriture (& IV). DI
US§70-80 inc bifast dinmer is avalabie i
& Mari Gogebashwili 21; ™ 989551; T 989553;
@ ghouseman @ internet.ge; wwg-housemar ge.
Once, a5 Betsy’s Guesthouse, this was 2 Thilisi
imstitution, & although Betsy has retired there’s sill
a very snug guesthouse there at the corner of
Tamriko Tshovelidze (s6ll better known a5 Belinskis)
& Gogebashvils, although externally it looks
unfnished. Inc b/fast, laondry & interned acces, &
theres a roof temace with great views. Sgf USS8O0,
tins USS90, phs tax.
% Kartll (5 rooms) Barnav 32; “VF 982982
@ bot_kanti @ golge. Gemman-owned, this is one of
the more switched-oa places in town; tours &
airport trangfers are available. Sgl US$40, dbl

96

1 934875, @ hmerani @ iberiapacge. A modem

place with good service in 3 location w
beat. The better rooms e‘a\m o,
athough these are moier, Thenes 2 sofBar

<an provide simple meals, but m‘
resarants neary. It b 5,4 DR
e oy e {50,

dlvpto

US$80-100 (less in winter or for a week or mare)
inc blfast but not tax.
7 Vere lnn {3 rooms) Bamov 53; ™ 194733;
1 29125% & maiko_baratashvili @ yaho.com;
www.makler.com. Lovely bl rooms, with sauna,
plunge posl, a small bar, AC & satelite TV. Db
UUS$60-100 inc
2 Cassic (§ rooms) Gogelia 18 V/F 201415,
261280; @ info@ dasic ge; ww chsic ge. Down an
alley formery knawn 25 20d Barnov Lane at Barnov
43, the Classic has AC & a friendly family
atmesphere; English is spoken. Sgf USS40, twin
US$50 inc bifast.
% Kolkhi (30 rooms) Shamidze 31; % 290836,
226679;  234093; € info @ hotelkolhki.ge;
www. hotelkolkhi ge. One of the bigger & more
reliable hotels in this area, there’s internet access, 2
Iift, a conference hall, & a restavrant on the Sth
oo, with a great view, good Englih s spoken.
Tuing LIS§S0 sgifdb! US$60, mc bifest but not tox.
A new black 2 doors away has nicer rooms with
balcanies for US$70 sgl. US$80 dbl.
2 Edem (5 rooms) Shanidze 34; ™ 220160,
212712 @ hoteledem @ hotmail.com. & new family-
run hotek; all roems have shower, cable TV & AC;
dinner is avallable (o order, & good Englih is
spoken. USS60-80 per room ic bfast.
% Edelweiss (9 rooms) Petriashili 42: ™ 251235
29450, e edelweiss @ wanex ge:
wew.edebweiss i ge. & glitzy new batel all rooms
have cable TV & balconies. There's a small garden,
sauna & plunge pool, gym, massage & PC with
internet access, but no restaurant, although b/kast is
included (but not tax). Good English spoken. Sgl
USS70, dbl USS90.

Primavera (19 rooms, | suite] Kuchishwili &
Y 251146 T 3S114T; & primavera @ primavera.ge
www primavera.ge. An Amenican-Georgian joint
venture, this is 2 fine modern buikding on a less
fime street. There's 2 swimming posl, gym & jacuzzi
on the Sth floor & 3 Georgian-ltalian restaurant, &
there’s free Wiki intermet access on the top floors.
Dbl US§ 100, suite US$20-140, inc bifost & tax.



7 Vere Palace Hotel (17 roons) Kuchishili 24/8
(entry on Nikoladze): " 253340-2; f 121298;
& botelvp @verepalace.com ge;
now verepalace.com.ge. A madern block where the
Pope stayed; theres a business centre & Wifi
internet access, a bar & restaurant, & from 2007 2
swimming pool. Sgf USS90, dbl USS120, suite
US§)40-200; prices inc bifost but nat tax.
o= Demi (7 rooms) Ananauri 10;  22061%;
£ 251300 @ demi @ access sanet ge.
bt/ /demi myweb.ge. & nice Frendly guesthouse: ol
rooms are dbl, with a tiny balceny. There's AC,
satellte TV, & English is spoken. Sgi USS70-120, dbl
US§80-130,inc bifast & tax.

rooms) I (at Nikoladae);
N\ 234086, 335710 F 25676; & invecenter @
iliani o wwwliani com. A modern blodk has rooms.
with AC, balcony, cable TV & minibar. Internet access is
avalable in the business centre; the friendly staff
sk Engish, but the it & coriders are camped. hn
extension indudes conference faciities & 3 roof-top
terrace. Sgl fwith 0 queen bed) from UIS$1 00, ab from
US$120 & suites from US$I 40, offinc bifost & tax.

VAKE

= Morkinali (18 rooms, 4 suites) 26 May §q |
N 220512 T 333356 This is 2 modern Turkish
otel st off the square behind a casine. Litte
English is spoken, but the faciities are prety
decent. Twin GELT0, or GEL1 00 for half-huxe,
GELI80 for huee, inc bifast.

#+ Iberia Inn (8 rooms) Bakhtrianis 10&;

SABURTALD

 Bomond (or Beaumonde) Garden Hotel Marshal
Gelorani 6; ) 303030, $32016; 1 $31092;
www.mgroup.ge/bomond php. Opened in 2006 on
the western utskirts of the cty, it has large AC
rooms with terraces & a garden with open-air
swimming pool plus sauna & a bar & restavrant,
serving a Swedish bufet b/fast. Dbl §120-140,
suites §180.

= Nika (8 rooms) Mitskevch 38; s 382931, 899
974266, @ nickho@ il ru. Reached by
marshrutias 22 & 171, this fiendly guesthouse is
popular with Peace Corps Voluateers isting Toilis
Al rooms have Ts, some Engiih & German are
spoken, & there’s a nice garden with safe car-
parking. It bas 3 rooms with focites ocross the
corrdar, at US40 for 2 or USS60 for 4, exc bifst.
& 3 newer envsuite rooms, 2 smaller ones ot US$40
for 2, & a bigger onie at USS30 for | or USSS0 for
two,inc bifost

260 T R21161; e ho

Opened in 2004, this aims

Hmbasadori, but realistically a::}ay

is a very afordable atermatve Al rooms: "’j
)

satelte TV & hairdryer; wminrdﬂ& el
foyer & 2 resurants plusy %mﬁﬁ‘#‘.ﬁ?ﬂ B
(plus faptop connections in some rooms)

laundry service. Sgl USS90, bl USS1 10, suie
US140-150, inc bifast but exc tax.

7 Betsy's Hotel (26 rooms) Makashvili 32
931404, 913996; T 001237 @ besty@2121.ge
wwwbetsyshateLcom. For many years Betsy's
Guesthouse in Vere was a Thikisi institution & Betsy
herself Georgia's best-known expat; now she has
retired but the name fives on. The hotel is used
mare by NGO workers than by busines visitors or
tourists; most rooms have with bakonies & views
acrass the city. Some are office suites with free
fibre-optic braadband. There's a I spa, sauna &
oudoor poal, plus a restaurant. Sgf US$140, dbl
USE165, suitelS§175, pis tox.

o Varai (44 rooms) mmls\wrp

366835, 366827 1 366841, This looks ke a
particularly intimidating foriress, but inside it has
huge rooms with tasteful grey décor. It seems
almost deliberately disabled-unfriendly, with steps
to the lift even on the ground Roor. Al rooms
have satelfite TV, minibar, hairdryer & so on. Db/
Us$100 B&B.

A Medea (6 rooms) Hiskevich 40 ) 370125
T 3115 ¢ hotelmedea@pastage. A plasant
subarban house with a friendly spacious feel, perhaps

1=

not the most slickly managed of places. There are

& rooms, with dbl beds (as well a5 the more usval
twin singles), balany, satelite TV & bath: laundry &
car service are avalable, & 3 mimimum of Engish is
underitood. Sgl US$45-50, dbl US$55-60 inc bifast,
tax & intemet access.

= Bu Hinskevich 40 ™ 381739, 380030;

@ hotelbudl) @ yahoo.com,. This s 2 vizble
alternative if the others on Hitskerich are full;
theyre fiendly but don't speak English. DBI $40.
5 Lela Hitskevich 60; S 370174; £ 319933, Less
good value than the Medea, despite unlimited it &
drinks. They have off-street parking & 2 generator,
bt speak ftle Englsh. Sl USSTS, twin USS100
{discounts for longer stays).

W(“ﬂ 0L J43HM sinqL
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#r Lago (10 rooms) Kandelaki 27; W 380517;
€ hotellago @ botmail.com; www.thilisi-
info.net/hotels/lago. A humurious house with
antiques & marble fireplaces & stairs (without
banisters — beware!); rooms have balconies & AC.
Engiish is spoken, & dinner can be ordered.
US$60-120 per room inc bifast, free fruit, drinks,
& use of the poal.

£ Europe (15 rooms) Kandelaki 23; ™y 233432,
380696; £ 969717 € hoteleurape @ gmail.com:
wew hatekeorope.ge. Formerly the Tamuna, this is 2
big, brighty It place catering 1o the nowveau riche
Theres a satelie phone a5 well a5 sateflite TV,
Theres & restaurant & 2 basiness centre (with
internet access), & some Engirch i spoken, but its
stil nat very terist-riendly. AC roams cast from
US550 sgl, US§70 dbl, inc bifast & tax.

% Patara Khibli (5 rooms, | suite)
Gamakhardias 44; % 379421, A good budger
option, the “Lirtle Khibli' (aka Tela) is hidden
behind the Rhibli proper, now filled with refugees:
on Gagarin Sq, its well served by public wransport,
inc the Sameditsing Institut (Hedical Institute)
metro station. Blfast i extra, & there’s also
laundry & car service. English nat spoken, but staff
are friendly. It has just 4 twin rooms (GEL40 with
shared shawer, GELSD en suite), | tpl ot GEL6O,
& | suite ot GELI0O.

= Thilotel (7 rooms) st Aley Gagarin 5q &

S 3878046, A wellrua place with good Enghsh
spoken at reception, Mbr intermet access. fwith 2 PC
or your own laptop) & . The 5 singe’roors take 2
peaple for USS 70, & the 2 doubles’, with a dbl & o sg!
bed, cost US$90, both inc bifst plhus AC & satelite TV,
o Sympatia (14 rooens, 17 suites) st Alley

WHERE TO EAT

Gagarn 5 4, Sabural; ) 995588;

e info@ symparia. mm;a.m;"n

A b modemn hotl, makTysimed a1 pl..
),

mafios, with a It (bt pts f Sreps i

billiards
@&’L“.‘;‘ZW%%&@. i
TV & minibar, Sgf i it

suites from US$210, allinc bifast & tax.

% Khedi (Yiew; 16 rooms) Veduisi 63;

N 380416; F 376263, Owned by the same group
as the Sympatia, this s 2 big new building on the
hillside above Saburtalo, best reached by car or
their minibs — go to the northern end of
Tashkent & then to the right wp the hill. Sg/
US$45, dbl US$55, inc bifast, minibar, sateflite TV
& terroce.

4 Villa Berika (12 rooms, 5 suites) Dzotsenidze
9, Nutsubidze, Il Wicrorayon; v 942506;
1933562 @ villaberika @access sanet ge;

o villberika.com.ge. This s the most prestigious
{or at least the most seli-promuting) of Thilisis
guesthouses, although it now calls tsell 2 boutique
hotel, Its run by the wife of the actor Ramaz
Chichikvadze, famous as Richard I, Lear & in
Brecht’s Coucasian Chak Circle (a berika is a
travelling mountebank); she also runs a travel
agency & is a chum of Shevardnadze. Plenty of
marshrutkas run to the Nutsubidze Plateau, & its a
short walk down to the bus on Kandelaks. Rooms
have satellite phone & TV, free WiFi internet
access, a minibar & Russian antique furmiture.
There's a0 a sauna, gym, billards & garden, cty
view, laundry, Good English is spoken, & you can
order lunch or dinner. Sgl US$80, dbl US$140, inc
bifast, plus tax.

As with the hotels, these are listed from cast 1o west, with the right bank first.

THE RIGHT BANK

0id Town

K Olimpic Leselidze 9; ™ 935596, Khinkali is a
speaiality of the house. See page 69,

3 Thailand Kitchen Leselidze 31; v 988940 This
restaurant is passable, though pricey & a bit show at
times; good vegetarian options. Mains GELS-10.
3¢ Maidan Rhinis Rig § (on the embankment; entry
on Sharden); N 751188, Deceptively rustic, Maidan
serves expensive Georgian food, with masic from
0.00; it owned by the same group as the nearby
(China Town,

3¢ China Town Leslidke 44 (entry on Sharden);

98

N 15101471 14. The grandest of Thilisis Chinese
rstaurants, speciaising in seafued,

3¢ Kala Irakis Il B; m 899 199737;
wow.caekala.info-tbilscom. A goed caf, typicl of
the pedesrianised Iraki I, ohen with live faz, bot
poor food.

3¢ Ars Longa Vita Brevis Iraki 11 (opposite Kala). &
French-tpe pavement clé

3¢ Bio Shep Iaki I 10 985013, Organic coffee,
tea, juices & jams, plus soaps & shampos. Chosed
Mon.



K Agora Irakdi 11 11; 1 877 486082, Sushi in the
basement & European cuisine upstains, but it badly
mn & nothing specia.

€ Argo Irakli 11 17; N 999723 The ground-floor
restaurant i furnished with Greek busts, while the
basement bar is something ke a single-deck
wireme, with round portholes & a walkway aver a
fishpool. Closed Mon.

Near Freedom Square

3¢ Mukbrantubani Baratashvils v 23; "\ 997474,

One of the best & most expensive restaurants in

This it has an Englsh-language menu & private

tooms, making it deal for business meals. There's

aho 2 German Biergarten here, & 3 converted

tramear in front selling shashik, or kebabs.

3 Zur Glocke Baratashvilis Av 17, 921916, This
be.

special
34 The Golden Fleece Veriskhli 55; ™ 977877, kt
ithe top end of Baratashvili, this specialises. in
Hingrelian food, inc gebyaiia (cheese in mint), &
both elorgi & ghomi, 2 forms of paenta.

Rustaveli Avenue

¢ Nikala Kustaveli v 22 ) 997075, A slick café
(one of a chain). affordable & busy with ordinary
Georgians enjeying kebab, chips & beer, for
mstance.

3¢ Lagidze Rustareli 24, Known for the ‘Lagidze
waters’, drinks which the Lagidze brothers made to
a seaet reipe, rather like Coca-Colx: however, on
the street comner stairs bead down 1o a loag narow
il which serves Adjaran Khochapuri as good as
any you'l find in Bawami, fer GELL0. Open
10.00-22.00.

3 Plaza Palerma Rustavell 26, Serves fast food &
German beer 2brs a day; it ako has branches at

Near the flower market

X Tamada Ocbeliani 37, ™ 923280, & wellknown
tournt restaurant, with staff in Georgian costume
serving pretty decent Georgian cuisine, with Irve
Georgian music.

3 Msheali Khidi (Dry Bridge) Samapira 3;

% 921455, Hore or Jess behind the former US

Perovskaya Akhwvledia

Republic Square towards the Philharmonic, ir
quarter: along it are many of Thilisi’s most popular bars, most of whic
of some type, although it tends to be a featurcless blend of

X Prego Irakii I 19; % 9"713 Ana
iyt /‘"

3¢ Ar Wardo (e Don' /
! 6594/4

Sans S o Gabriade') ke
nice stylsh place with 2 m

a5 storgeon shashit, mr:%’wmgpfj
en the bakony averlos J

3 Thilisuri Pushkin 19 & 23; ™ 988191, & good
restaurant offering Georgian food, fast food & 2
nightclubfbar,

X Lotos Freedom Sq 7; ™y SI5342. Thillsi's best (&
oaly) vegetanan restaurant, especially busy in Lent; it
serves hot dishes such as khinkhali, pakoras, samosas
& pitza, 35 well a5 weets & juices.

3¢ Racha Lermontor 12 (3t Dadian). Serves food &
wine from Racha, of course.

R Gratsh (Graz) Lermontov § fat Dadiani;

N 913613 In 3 |9th-century celfar built of 400
year-old bricks, this restaurant serves Austrizn food
a8 well a5 international & Georgian cuisine.

Dadiani 9 & across the river at Tsereteli §7.

¢ New Asia A block south at Griboedov | 1/3
(acwally on Mitropani); s 922107. A reiable Chintse
restaurant,

X Whinkhlis Sakli (the Khinkhali House) Ar the
west end of Rustavel, at the south entrance to the
plaza under Republic 5q, at the rear of Rustaveli 31
This is the place for 2 huge meal of dumplings (inc
vegelarian options) at kw cost.

3¢ Paradise Lost Rustaveli 59 (opposite HDonals)
) 999201, Supremely kitschy décor (& a5 3 rue 2
London taxi parked outide) but good food

embassy, this 5 2 popolar steak house of long
stnding,

3% Daveli Sakhli (or 01 House) Sanapiro 6

N 92497, One of the best Georgian restasrant, if
2 bit tourity, with mosic & 4 dance diplay o
weekend evenings.

Street (still best known as Perovskaya) leads west from

n what was the academic and licerary
h offer food
corgian and

international styles. There are some good restaurants too,

99
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3¢ Picaic Akilediani 13, Just 4 tables bet it saps
there’s no need 1o book theres 2 good spread of
Georgian dishes on the men

5% Matiane Restamrant & Mostalgia Akhviediani |4;
N 986925, An wpmarket pub with food, & jazz o
Sun nights.

34 Csaba's Jarz-Rock Café Yasblovani 3 7 923122,
On a side street off Akhviediani, this ale offers
Hungarian food 25 well 25 masic. Open
12.00-04.00.

% Emigrant Vashlowani 6; S 986164, Decorated with
suitcases & foreign signs, this place serves excellent
Georgian/European food (notably steaks) & does 3
good fine in business hunches, with jary after 19.00.
3% Stones Akfvlediani 17, % 923574, Serves food
cooked on ot stones. Open 12.00-mie

3 Maharajah Akhdediani 24; ™ 999799, h curry
house serving firly authentic dishes.

3 Ovatio Akhedizni 19; ™ 931084, Serves
Georgian/internations) cuisine.

€ Santa Fe Akhrdediani 20; ™ 935848, Offers
Hexican foad.

3% Caruso Adhwiediani 20; ™ 417146, Offers halian
food & codktals.

3 Taverna Sancho Akhwlediani 23; ") 995751 Serves
1apas, supposedly 24hrs 3 day.

3¢ Profike Kiacheli §; s 923007 Serves the same
bland mix of cuisines a5 mast Akhvlediani places;
open Mhes a day

3¢ Picasso Yashlovani 4; 989086, Chinese
vestaurant just off Achwiediani by the Super Babylon
department store.

3¢ Sakartwelo Heliishvils 12; ™) 221334, In the
dosed batel of the same name, this s 2 mafia
hauat serving Georgan & European food. Open
13.00-01.00.

3% Le Cabermet Tatishil (fommerly Kasbegi) &

v 125865 A fine French restaurant.

3¢ Rainer's Barnov 39 981982, Just up the hall
from the Philhammonic, Rainer’s serves a mix of
German, lialian & Frenh cisine from noon il at
least 23,00, & also delivers pizza.

3¢ European Bistro (usually just
40) Landukel 40; ™ 933633, Rso|
Kaufrann & serves good-afrdable
European food 1o & bluely sousdira
3 Caté Goethe Tandulglj 15, fso, i by B3
Kaufmann, Serves good 2héif ):ﬁi'anp - JTJ
garden. SNH=HIFIUIYSS
3¢ Best Georgian Food Takeaway Bamov (by the
viaduct). This does what it says on the bor.

3% Varatis Khe Kekelidze 13, Below the viaduct
this s 2 simple locabsile eatery.

3 Nikala Café Gamsakhurdias 12. Just one branch of
the chain.

% Gaé-Piza Palerme Gamsakbrtizs 19, Specalses
in fih.

3 Gafé Batumi Gamsakhurdias 21, Mo specalses in

fish.

X Gusto Pizza Gamsakhurdias 35 (oppasite Yazha-

Pobavelas)

3¢ Niangang (ie: Hong Kong) Gamsakburdias 41 (on
Gagarin Square); 319488, A fashy Chinese place;
in addition 1o Hong Kong specialities i abso serves
Beipng smoked dutk.

3 Prego Vazha-Pihavelas 1 & Palsshviks 14 (near
the UN Girde:  3T3610). Serves good-value pinra.
3¢ Piza Une Abashidze 30; ™ 913205, Hore good

piz.
3¢ La Gorda Abashidze 5; ™ 221015 Thilirs first
Spanish restaurant, senving good paella & tapas.

3 Fantastico Pizza Nafareuls 34 ™ 294675, Near
the university, & great cheap lalian place (for pizza,
pasta and desserts) - smakey, but they do takeaway.
3¢ Nl Garage Miskbeta | (on the UN irde or Round
Garden); 1 877 78009. The most authentic ltalian
resiagrant in Thiisi, its moved from the onginal
garage & is sill small but has a goodsized temace.
A free partion of bruscherta is followed by huge
portions of pasta or pizza. Closed Sun

3¢ Round Garden bar-restauraat Barov B

) 15202, A pleasant place to fake 3 break.

If you need food on the run, Geargia's first branch of McDonald’s opened in
1999 next to the Rustaveli metro station, and there’s now a second branch on
Marjanishvilis Square; they're smoke-free so make a popular meeting point for
expats. There are also plenty of pastry shops, at some of which you can sit and take
a breaks there's 2 particularly good range at an unnamed café and pastry shop at
Leonidze 11 (on the corner of Ingorokva). Near Freedom Square there’s the
Market Café-Bar (scrving Adjaran khachapuri) at Rustaveli 2 and : bar at
Rustaveli 1 (by the National Muscum), s well as an unnamed café by the subway
exitin Freedom Square, which is a pleasant place for an al-fresco drink or meal
often has live music in the cvenings. The Swiss Bakery Shop at Melikishvili 14

100



sells expensive rye loaves and the like. Donut and Coffee at Ab:wludz.:

and pasta.

101s a
Starbucks-style café (with non-smoking section) (Im(zlwwnuuhda sqn &n»

THE LEFT BANK The Sheraton Metechi Palace Hotel has n-m:r, ofm

restaurants () 772020); if you are staying here with an expense Jaspt Oy ”“dl

look no further.

% King Gorgasall 10th floor (with great views). This
is the best of the bunch & serves seafood & steals,
& has Georgan wines dating back to the 19305,
Open Man-Sat 19.00-23.00, clsed Sun.
% Narikala Specalises in Georgian cusine & offers
2 buffet for USS1S. Open 07.00-23.00.

Stammers bar Offrs burger, pizea & TeaMe food
— it a casual spat popular with single business
ravelers, Gpen 17.00-01.00.

Chugureti To the west of the Metekhi church and the
in the Rike or Peski arca used by the

restaurants, including the Deda Zoya, Erisioni, Odishi, Saradjishvili
David. There are various small Turkish cafeterias between Davit Agmasl
ilar Armazi at No 76. The Gui
nglish menu, and the Café-Bar Alba, n arby at

110 and 120, and the s
local food but with

Marjanishvilis 7, also serves “Georgian National Dishes';
cheap.
and is good value with dishes costing about GELA,
Shemoikhede Genatsvale (Step In, Darlin
the ramp left d:vwn to the embankment) is

décor but the food is good and

th

AND CAFES

\q\l:n On Saarbrucken Squar
the best kebabs in town as well as mtsvadi, lot

EHEES RG]

3% Metekhis Chrdilishi Ketevan Tsamebli 29
(opposite the Metechi Palace): S 719383, In
Hetechi's Shadow, known to expats a5 ‘In Sheraten’s
Shadew’, this s an expemsive place serving
Georgian cuisine with programmes of music &
dance, & great difftop views across the city & a
winter garden, linked by a bridge to the main
rstaurant.

urope Square roundabout,
Thilisoba festival, are several popular

2 at No 100 offers cheap

it has basic
averna Integrali, at Marja

; tel: 910005), at Marjanishvilis 5 (on
cheerful noisy Bierkeller-style place
hof McDonald's on
mple place that serves

salsoa

Most bars simply scrve their locals and don't bother with any sign beyond that

supplied by Heineken, Gi
cftort and can really be qui
may be listed in the previous section.

LEFT BANK On the lefe bank there are various bars and e

distinction,
32 Waza Davit Agmashenebels 71, A chic new
café-bar.

) Plekhanev Darit Agmashentbelis 93, At the
western exit from Maranishilis Square, this is 2
good local bar.

L2 Gafé Lux Dt Agmashenebelis 86, A café with
some fast food.

D Ludia On the embankment just west of the
Warjanishviks bridge. This bar is actvally part of the
Katbegy Brewery, & there are abo drive-up windows

inness, Budvar or Grolsch; others make more of an
stylish (and even

. Many bars serve food and

s, none of 3

ty great

where commuters. can buy takeaway beer or stand &
drink from plastic ghasses; old women sell plstic
jugs & dried fsh, the indispensable accompaniment
to Georgian beer.

B World Sport Café Hagakorksi S/Tseretels 2:

¥ 950136, F5B061; & wsportcale @ botnailcom. In
the Hushtaid Garden near the Dinamo Stadism, this
i has bigcreen Ths, 2 Formula | car stuck 10
the high ceing & the best ribs in Georgia

-
=
z
5
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0ld Town There's more excitement in the old town, whe rdery is now the
city's wrendicst street. Nearby, as mentioncd above, the pedestrianis &w. 1is
~\

lined with pleasant cafés.

P Sharden Bar Sharden 4, % 152044, Poor food & £ Kalserbran brewpub Sioni % '92032;
service ban a mce phce to 5t owtide n summer. o kaiserge, On theegaRNEEJIE S0 the

P ala ki 11 8; 1 899 799731 Western prics Sioni cashedral, magkegh by awo oy
AR

& beers lve jazz 21.00-23.30 nightly. unftered & brewed i the
L Ars Longa Vita Brevis Irakli 11 A Frenchestyle with o preservatives; you can aso eat German food
pavement Galé. & watch Evropean soccer on a big screen.

L Agora Iraki I 11; ™ 488082 & caf with low 3 The Hangar Shavieli 20; ™ 931080, 911080, One

ables & amnchairs where all the cool bipstsr kids ol the main expat drinking hles, with free Wiki &

gather on a Sun ahernoon; there’s rock music in the  major spurting eveats screend lve.

basement on weekend night. 9 Ar ldardo or Dow't Be Upset (aho known 25

P Argo skl 1 11; Y 999723, This s a the Sans Sou or Gabriadee') Shaveli |3;

basement bar that s somethig ke a sioedeck V986594, A great place lor 2 dink, although it

ireme, with round portholes & a walkway over 3 cnly has fareign beers 3¢ well 25 lots of teas:

fih pool. Closed Mon, there's Wik, & ane of Georgias best pianists plays
here fom 2200 nighty.

South of Freedom Square I this arca there are quite a few cellar bars, some rather
wendy (and with English names), others less so. These include:

3¢ Sakbinkle Dadiani 8. A good local basement D Sols Celtar Bar Dadiani |3

restaurant.

Along Rustaveli

LB Sarang] hustael 31. Oposte the Academy of A popoar expat meeiing place (e cofee’s pricey
Sciences. A «aft/patisserie. bat good, & there are free refil).

L2 afe Rustavel Rustavel 30, Another L Vincent Rustvel 19, A fushionable & prcey 1ea
lt/patisserie. house,

5 arco Polo Tavern Rustaveli 44; " 935383, 4 D Business Club Tabokashvil 43. Despite it name,
Western-style pubbar with almost Western prices. it i 2 el bar,

L The Fashion TV Gt Rustavel 18 920008, L2 Apllo Cfé Lagidee 2 (by the Opera House),
300930, A cafécar (with Wii) & 3 very trendy Pleasanty rough-fready,

vightdsb (rom 12.00) aimed squarely at the 2 Add Bar Lagidne 2 (by the Opera House). Trendier

wealthiest & shallowest; the staff are all wanaabe than the Apollo.
models, of course. There may be an eatry fee when LB Elada coffee bar At the corner of Chavchavadze

intermatonal DJs perform. Closed A, St & Griboedor.

LB Galiban's Coffee. Prospero’s Books, Rustaveli 34

Along Akhvlediani

53 Nali Pub at the angle of Kiachei Near Republic 2 Metro Akiediani 11 Painkully hip but popular
Square, this is supposedly bish. with the Late-night romd.

5 Dublin Adtvlediani 6 {on the comner of L Ot & Bar Paradise Aclediani 11, & mach
Ekaladue). Anathes “rish pub a restaursnt 3 2 bar; papular with expats.

52 Cvenl Exo Akhviediani 14.A restaurant-café-bar. 2 O's Gafé Akfwlediani 23, A disco-bar that’s
D Wheels Adeediani 16, This akso has an lrih crowded with young Georgians

tinge..

Along Vashlovani, Kiacheli and nearby

2 C5aba' Jazz-Rock Café (ee above) Vashlovani 3, 3P Mamhattan Vshlovani §; s 986944

N 923122 offers good food & music. P Toucan & Profile pubs Kiacheli 8
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£ Colibe Kiacheli 12, With drat Bitburger beer.
LB Nartul restaurant Kachei 14, With
Staropramen Babemian beer, At the end on
Nikoladte are 3 Ksombacher bar & 3 cal.

L Rainer’s Blesgarten A block further uphil a1

Along Chavchavadze Avenue
R Bistro 2 Near the universty. A really simple

cafeteria-style place with decent pastries, tea, coffee,

besr & jice at siudent price (dont bother with
the savourits).
£ Add Bar Chavchaadae 16 (e above)

LB Gallé Batonebi Chavchaaadze 13; ) 250689, An
expat-fiendly place serving Georgian & Western food,
in¢ salads, pizza, burgers, sandwiches & TexMex egg

roll; there’s also Wiki.

29 Bar M Charchavadze 40, 5o called because it

dpen no-top.

Other coffee houses

B Whittards of Chelsea There are several outlets,

koown a5 Englsh Tea House, or Elte Tea House

(wwwteahouse ftd ge). at Marjanishvls 5. Paliahrilis

31 & Yekua 3 fin the Georgian Trading Centre).

L Literary Gabés (www beraturutcom) Kestavas

48, under the Philharmonic; ™y 921845,

Barmov 32. Open 12.00-midnigh

L2 Glé Petoni Pemashml . n nne
smakey litte calé with me e, z
Mhachapuri & saads.

9am7 5t ”“ﬂ

D Smaggler's Ina ety SIS
A Biitish pub complete with dartboard, which is one
of Thiisis main expat hangouts.

£ Gifé lbatres Chavchavadze 46; ™ 225158, This
trendy place olfers lalan food & burgers.

2 Rio Arabia Coffee House Chavchavadze 12;

N 252052, Part of a chain thars rather pricey &
anmoying (these listed below are rather more
attractive); there are other branches at Nostavas 44,
Kazbegi 2 & elsewhere.

Gamsakhurdias 31; ™ 313097 & Abashidee 22

™\ 210276, whih incorporate interesting bookshops
& hold book launches & talks.

L2 Galé Canapé Abashidze 14. More of 2 alé-bar,
with alcohol, as well as WiFi.

£ Bar Gapo Abashidze 10

NIGHTCLUBS Tbilisi docsn't have a wild nightlife, with just a couple of clubs open

0 04.00. =
& Adjara Casine 26 Hay 5q 1. One of Georga’ best ¥ Night Ofice under the Baraashvils Bridge on .
jaze quartets plays bere for Shrs every night; with the right bank; ™ 923016, The gimmick here is £
leafing Georgian DJs following on Fri nights & that stalf in one bar are all women, in the other =
European DJs on Sar all men; its 3 modern high-tech club with faser =
¢ Beathes Qub Kostavas 35 (opposite the shaw & 3 bars inc chillout zone. Open only Fri & S
Philbarmonic); 920950, A Thilisi institution, with Sun 21.00-05.00, admission men GELI |, women =
its Sergeant Pepper-style décor, this abmost dosed in  GELT. |
2006 — it was saved, but mo Jonger has fve music. & Noa Noa Rustavei Av 12 (opposite the Marrott 3

4 Blues Brothers Clsh Rutarei 38; ™ 931226,
@ bussbrothers @ bluesbrothers.ge. A calé (with

Georgian & English dishes), with five music Tha-Sun

from 22,00 — jazz, blues & rock, with ocal &
foreign masicians, & also a 19803 disco.

# Club Neo Kazbegi 124; ™ 382701. Dancing to
house & trance music.

4 Metechi Night Ciub Sheraton Horel. There's akio

the Club Karavansarai on the |0th floor. Gpen daily

18.00-02.00, to 04.00 on Thu, Fii & Sat.

Hotel). Jazz, Latin jazz & pop.

& The Tusnel (Grirabi) Asatiani 30; 1 898
171715, In a nudear shelter built during the Cuban
Hissile Grisis, this is one of the mast popular youth
venues at the moment.

¢ TwoSide 7 Bambis Rigi (Cotton Row); ™ 439038
The Left Side is 2n American [930s-style restaurant,
The Right Side is a hang-out club, with jazz, then
DJs from 22.00. Admission GEL20.

CASINOS Fhese are decidedly unglamorous places dominated by slot-machines &
businessmen offloading their ill-gotten gains.




# Adjara 16 May Sg 1Y 34520, Open 2dbrs for % Grand Casino Sakartvelo thkinwh;} (former

blackjack, poker & roulett. Hotl Suarvef: ) 2008, |

# Berikoni Irakdi Il 5 2 (on the embankment); o Iveria Inashoili 16; ™. \ [/,

N Bun v Nali Helikishwils | (at, the %‘ /

% Flamingo Rustaveli 14  981se0 S LA

¥ Grand Toisi Rustaveli 40; ) 920026 Jall360510
SNL=NAIUYSS

THEATRES Thesc close at the end of Junc for the sumimer.

7 Shota Rustaveli State Theatre Rustaveli 17 (B Dumbadze Children's Theatre Davit Agmashenebelis
N 981894, 936581, Newly refurbished, with 2 60; % 950309

modern theatres seating 300 & B0D people plus 2 T Marjanishilis Theatre Marjanishvilis 8:

studio. theatre. Tickets GELS-25. N\ 955500; £ 957668, Buikt in 1928, with the usual

F Takaria Paliashvli State Opera House Rustarti Moderne iromwork & newly refurbished, tis is the
25\ 206040; www.operage, www balletge. Tickets  headquarters of the aneual GIFT festval — see page
GELS-15 from the bor offce on the east side (open 4.

11.06-1400 & 15.00-18.00). 5 0 House Theatre Hetekhi Hil 1; ™ 170464

2 Basement Theatre: Rustaveli 42 (up the aley):  Armesian Theatre Avabari 5q, Ketevan Taamebuli
) 999500 © sardapi @sardapige; wwwsardapicom; B % MI6S6

sl Chavchavadze v 32, Vake; 912795, The bst 5 Veriko Anjaparaidze Single Acor's Theatre rear of

avant-garde theatre in Georgia. Tickets GELIO. hnjaparaidze 16; 2\ 221338

[ Pantomine Theatre Rustaveli 37; ) 982506 T “Garek's theatre’ This is a new private (Soros-
Russian Theatre Rustaveli 4; funded) puppet theatre off Tsulukidze kucha (behind

) 931106; alio the Uberty Theatre (% 985827) at  Avabari metso station, currenty working only in

the rear, with 2 ships bow & porthles the Armenian & French hanguges.

2 Nabadi Folk Theatre Rustaveli 19, ™ 989991; 3 The Royal District Theatre (Samepor Ubenese

@ nabaditheater @yahoo.com. A 0min show Teats) Georgi Abesade 10, Sololaki, “V/F 996111;

presenting the history & cubure of Georgia, with wewrd theatre.ge. This theatre was built a5 a

wine. Starts at 20.00 dolly except Tue. cararanserai in 1898, beame 2 Cultoral Centre

2 Reso Gabriadre's Marionette Theatre Shavteli |3; under Beria, & was abandoned in 1981, In 1992 Isa

N 996620 Puppet theatre for adults Grigoshil, leading lady of the Rustaveli Theatre for

ingers Theatre Jaakishvili 19 Gust below 30 years, was. sacked for going on 4 tour of

Rustarelf 1 822 933272, The dancing fingers Germany without permission, although she daimed it

perform Geargian dance, the can-can & Hichael was because of her Diadit politcs: she, her

Jacksan routines, all in great costumes. Open husband, actordirector Mairab Tavadze, & their son

Thu-Sun 19.00, chicren’s pecformonces Sat & Sun Wi Tavadze, decided 1o set up an independent

ot 12,00 Tickets GELT. company in the Reyal District Theatre & were ready

9 Thilis] Stae Puppet Theatre Davit Agmashenebelis  to reopen in (995, when a Jewish group claimed it

105; % 957874 a5 a former synagogue. & furious legal batte erupted

1 Hikhell Tumanishvili Movie Adters' Theatre Davit & all the citys unemployed actors joined an ‘acti,

Agmashenebelis 164, ™ 959734, 340931 2dhr 2 day for 10 days, untl they won the right to

F Abashidre Musical Comedy Theatre Davit Open 21 2 theatre. [t is now an important venue for

Agmashenebelis 182; 348193 the GIFT festival & scene of much of the citys

liveliest drama.

CINEMAS There are plenty of cinemas in the suburbs, although they're suffering
from TV and video competitic ilms (mostly dubbed into
Russian) and home of the Thilisi International Film Festival in October
(wwwtbilisifilmfistival.ge) is the Amirani Cinema. under the Philharmonic at
Kostava 36 (N 329310; e amisaui@amirani.ge; wivwamirani,ge). There's also the
Kinos Sakhli (or Dom Kino) in the west end of the Academy of Sciences on
Rustveli Square (the top door, above the restaurant), which has been well
refurbished recently. The best commercial cinema is the Rustaveli (or €
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21) at Rustaveli 5 (Y 997605). Phase 1 of the Cinema C
Agmashencbelis diagonally opposite the Dinamo stadiu

v project, ony Davit
hould,spn/i e
2007, with six screens, a hall for live shows, a café, an ulxw.-u{iy ‘;n ot

MUSIC Classical music is performed at the Philharmonic (% 9314521‘;& d\i:'ﬁr’?!éﬂ
Symphony Orchestra (www.tanc.ge) was founded in 1993 by AXjaisitt Kakpikitse)
(1935-2002), splitting away from the Georgian State Symphony Orchestra, and is
now conducted by his son Vakhtang. Other venues are the opera house and the
Rustaveli Theatre, the summer theatre at Davit Agmashenebelis 123, and the
Conservatoire’s concert halls at Griboedov 8 (Y 922446; @ dassical @ dlassical ge)
(see page 114).

There's good jazz at the Adjara Casine (26 May Sg 1) and the Café Kala (lrakli
11 8) and less good jazz at bars on Akhvlediani; rock venues include the Agora (frekli
11 St 11) and Griboedov 14 (ar Griboedo where else). Tony O'Malley (once of
Kokomo & 10cc) currently plays on Sat nights at Noa Noa (Rustaveli Av 12,
apposite the Marriott Hotel) — recommended.

BATHS Traditionally Thilisi's baths are for women only on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. The best-looking ones are the Orbeliani (or Chreli) baths at the top

w4

Armeala Tethashviis 4, | block west of Harianishvls Sqmare; ¥ 951723, 959443; F 990126, 964284;
@ armemb @ cancases et Visas for 21 days can be sbuained at the berder for VSSH0; evias ane valid
only for amivals by air
Arerbaijan Kipshidee 1 block 2, buiking 1; s 252639, 253526-8;  250013;
© vecetariat @azembassy g, wwwazembassy ge. Take bus 81, 71 or 55 from Rastavel & put off on
Charchavadee Av just before Victory S walk down the sureet by a large statve & then take the firt
ight & the fnt. Ift. Fisas cost USS4D & need 2 photographs; these for 7 days can wsualy be isued
the same day eave your passport between 10.00 & nosa & collect it between 1600 & 18.00), those
for 1-3 months ke 24 daps
China Barmor 52 N 252175; T 15283; @ grj@acces samenge
Enropean Union Chicheidze 38 ™ M3TE3; T 943768, worw.delgeo.ec.europaeu
France Gogebashwila 15; ™ 999976, 934210: T #33375; @ ambalrance @ access saner.ge. Schengen viszs
issued at Gogebaskiks |1 (S 922851; open Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 09.30~13.00).
Germany Davit Agmashenebelis 166 ™ 441399, 953326, F 911651; & deut bot.hilisi @ access.sanet ge;
ww.tifls.diplode. Due o earthquake damage the consalate is at the address above but the rest of the
embassy is semi-pe on the fourth floor f the Sheraten Netechi Palace Hotel, Telari 20
(1 447300, 910332;§ 447364).
Iran Towrety 16; ™ 9869902, 316829: F 986993, 381251; @ iranemb @ geonetge
Irael Davit Agmashenebels 61 ™ 951109 T 137133, 955209; @ tbisi @ mba govil
Raussian Federation Charckavadze v S1: ™) 912406, 912645; T 912738,
@ russianembassy @ Caucasus et
Tarkey Chavcharadie &+ 35; ™ 252072-4; F 220886: © tfnbe @ pahoo.com, tifisbe @ s ge
Ukraine Oniashels 75; ™ 311161, 98936%; consul VT 237145; € wraina @ acees sanet ge
UKGHT P, Fredom 5q 4  TMT; § 11419 © bk embsy il @ ongors

govsk. Open Mon-Fri (exces & British holidays) 09.00~17.00.
United Nations Kabegi 24 (on the UN Circe) e, X 998558, 35228 € +49 SIS1 1203 st 182
USA Batanchine 11, Dids Digomi, 0131 Thilsi ™ 277000; T $3304; @ consulate-thils @ sate.gor:
btp/igeorgia ssembasy.gov. Consulate open Maa—Fri 14.00-17.00 & by phone 09.00-12.00 {take
marskrutka 192).
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of Abanos kucha (openr Sat-Thu 08.00-20.00, Fri to 22.00), which cost
GELI0 for a cubicke for an hour, but are not tourist-friendly. There g gfHge-€lder
baths in the brick domes just below, including the Sulphur Biths.and W Royal
Baths (signed in English) which are more welcoming, although the Seryie
not really massage) communicate only with signs; suites have 3T anbipibapd
massage table in a separatc room. On the left bank are the Gogily TR Defow die
Metechis Chrdilshi (Shadow of Metechi) restaurant; across ol ot 1 Bl
Metechi Palace Hotel has a health club with pool and sauna, costing GEL14 a day
for non-residents, There's another sauna on Ghvinis Aghmarti, berween Avlabari
Square and the Metekhi church.

SPORTS The main spectator sport (other than watching other people wark) is
soccer: Lokomotiv play at Vake Park while Dinamo Thilisi and the national team
play at the Boris Paichadze Stadium (see page 122); this was refurbished in 2006,
just befare the World Cup finalists France and ltaly visited. The Dinamo Tbilisi
Fans' Union is at Gogebashvili 29 (Y 233168 from 13.00 10 18.00).

Paichadze Stadium is also home to the Lelos, the national rugby wam (el
also means a try), wha are doing well in the second tier of European competition
and performed very creditably i the 2007 world cup (not totally surprising, as
almost the whole team plays professionally in France).

The city's main tennis clubs arc the newly renovated Jan Homer Tennis
Complex (Ljubljana 18) and the Leila Meskhi Tennis Academy (3 953800); courts
(from GEL2 per hour) are also available at the Mtkvari embankment (N 995905).
and in the Vere and Vake parks.

The city's main swimming pool is the Laguna Vee, Kostavas Lane 34, bevween
Heroes' Square and Vere Park. The outdoor Vake Pool at Chavchavadze Avenue
49B has natural warm water and is popular with expats before work, all year round;
there’s also a covered pool and fitness club here (3 252575; wune.vakefitness.ge)

At Kazbegi 14 is the bowling club (N 330350; open Mon-Fri 14.00-02.00,
Sat-Sun 14.00-02.00); next door at Kazbegi 12A the pool club (N 375693; open

12.00-06.00).

OTHER PRACTICALITIES

HMONEY AND BANKING There are now plenty of ATMs around town, especially on

Rustaveli and Chavehavadze Ave

es, as well as on Tamar Mepis below the Voksal,

opposite the Samgori and Isani metro stations and at the airport.

 Bank of Georgla Pushikin 3; "y 443444, T 985304,
& astomerservice @bog gt wwbog.ge. n the
north side of Freedom S, with 2 beautifl hall
(dating from 1902); Canadian & various European
currencies. (cash) exchanged next door.

§ Bank Republic G Abashidze 2; "\ 294598/9;

1 227566 @ info@republic com g wew.epabiic ge.
Now part of the French Société Giénérale Group.

$ Basisbank Ketevan Tsamebalis 1; ™ 921921/2;

1 986548; e info @ basishank ge;

o bassbank gefen

$ Cartu Bank Chavchavadze Av 39 3 925592

1 201515 @ rnbunk@ artbank ge. Formery
AbsoluteBank..

 Intellectbank Davit Agmashenebelis 127
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N B4 M09 e @

intellcthank comge. Taken aver by Bank of Georgia
$ Post Bank Tinamdsgrishvi 95; 944371,
946988; F H0110; & gpb@iberiapac.ge.

info @ postbank ge

$ ProCredit Bank Darit Agmashenebels 154;

N 20121 £ 250580; @ central @ procreditbank ge;
woow grocredithark ge

S TBC Bank Marjanishwilis 7. 777000; f 772014;
e ialo @ thebank com.ge; wwm thcbank com gefen.
founded in 1992, now the lagest bank in Georgia,
& the second largest in the Caucasus,

S United Georgian Bask Umadre 37 ™ 995736

£ 98903%; & admin@ ugh.comge: www.ugh ge. Now
Russian-owned, to be VTBank Georgia



COMMUNICATIONS

Telephone The main telephone office on Rustaveli has old coin pllu ew
“Pelican’ card phones, operator-connected phones, and fax and~(loy) ,i”‘r
offices; door (away from the veria Hotel) is the internatiomal pHoft
(open 24 hours) and then the post office, which is always heaying witlpeople.
Telecom Georgia also has an offiee on the southeast comney, of 'ﬁ @rughivil
Saquare. Digital exchanges are being introduced and numbers ¢ &4 ,.f

for instance from 740000 to 770000, There are very few pablic i
peaple use mobile (cell) phones (sec page 76).

Post office Technically the main post office is the one at Davit Agmashencbelis 44,
which is where you should check for poste restante.

Couriers

DHL Tsereteli 105 & also at the Marrit Hotel: Georglan EMS Rustavli 13/31: Y 956513, $42000;
) 696060, 699946; f M0I93; @ chebe@dhlge Chavcharadee v 21; ) 943197

wwrw dhicom. Open Mon-Fri 09.30-18.00. Georgian Express Post Davit Agmashenchelis 41
Federal Express Ketevan Tsamebolis 39 & also at ) 95513, 953198

Sky.ge, Rustavel 19; N 919140/53; 1 213431; TNT Express Worldwide Mefikishvi 41; ™ 126481,
@ fedexge @t net ge; w feder.com/ge. Open 150328

Mon-Fri 10.00-19.00, Sat 10.00-19.00. United Parcel Service Kostavas 47: VT 920344

1 920356

Internet Internct access is available at various hotels,
109 — very pricey at GEL4 per hr), and at
Avenue, Perhaps the best are the non-s
Factory on Melikishvili (open 09.00-22.¢ nd J

Café, down an alley ac Ru: 18 (N 995560 m 595 560674
wwwjavacybereafe.com; open 24hes), charging GELL per hour, or GEL3 from
23.00-09.00, s0 you can hang out after a late arrival or before an carly departure
You can burn CDs and DVDs, or make internet phone calls worldwide for
GELD.20 per minute, Others are at Gamsakhurdias 7, Kazbegi 1 {both open 24hrs),
Chavehavadze 21, Rustaveli 40, Leselidze 6, and across the river at the rear of
hvilis 31. At Tamar Mepis 9 there is a very cheap place with a sign only in
which is fast enough for GEL0.50 per half hour. There's free WiFi at
tyle cafiéds and bars such as The Hangar, Sans Souci and Batonebi.
The main providers for home use are Sanct at Rustaveli 37 (opposite the Acadenry of

Prospero’s Books (sce pa

g C tyN:l opposite the No 1 Wine
1 per half-hr); and Java Cyber

-61-

S

Georgan Orthedox Sioni Gathedra;Sunday 09.00 (magifcat singing)
Rassian Orthodox Charch of St Mesander Newky, han Javakbishls 69: daly 09.00
Roman Cathelic Chorch of 55 Peter and Pau, han Jaabishiis 55; ity 05.00, Sunday 100 in
English. 1100 (in Geargian) and 17.00 (n Latink also the Cathedral of the Assumption of the
Yirgin on Abesadze, in the Ol Tows; dlly 10,00, Sunday 12,15, 18.00
Armenian Charch of St George, Samgebro 5, Gorgasah Square; daily 09.00
Synagogue Leseldze 41; daly 09.00
Mesque Botanikur 32 Fiday 13.00
Baptist Kedia 4, Didube; Sundzy 10.00 (Ressian), 120 (Georgan), 100 (Armenizn)
Lutheran Tevent Granei 15 Sunday 1100

Thls International Chrstan Fellowship Erstoi 1, Didube; unday 11,00 (nerdenominational, in
Englsh]
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Sciences; N 922949 e infol@sanet,ge wiwnsanetge) and Geonet (Hazhg-Pspayelas 41;
N AT0000; € infol@ geonerge; wnew,geonet ge). <\ \I

MEDIA

Newspapers The English-language papers are av e’
newstands on Rustaveli and Chavehavadze Avenue -&{mnﬂm
by subscription or on the web (see page 75). The mmry @, uge ﬁxijjgﬁjg@m
(Rustaveli - Av 34; N 250407, 1 250409 e office.be@britishcounil or
open Mon-Fri 12.00-18.00, Sat 12.00-17.00) has thre
5; slmll.:rl) the French have the Service Culturel library at
us at the Alliance Frangaise, at
427) and the Centre Culwurel Frangais at
; wiew.ccfeancasusnet); Germany's Gocthe Institut is at
wiongoethe.de.thiliss).

\ahl‘. fm:u I’n}

s central market (Bazroba) is by the station, a bustling place,
nd better quality (at higher prices) upstairs; beware pickpockets in
. There's an open-air flower market, between Baratashvilis and the
Alexandrov Park, but the old food market here has closed and it now occupics stalls
cutting keys, re watches and so.on, The Lilos bazroba isa huge flea market
the airport on the Kakhet highway, where you can find anything
forget to bargain. This is really the wholesale market for the whole
ct buses from cities such as Kutaisi, and several marshrucka lines
hcre, as well as bus 76 from Samgori metro,

werminate

SUPERMARKETS There are some joint-venture ‘supermarkets’ with a selection of
Western food and personal items, most of which accept credit cards (though at a
poor rate). The best are Zemeli (Rustaveli Av 37, opposite McDonald’s; \ 998393; open
24hm). Big Ben (Charchavadze Av 52 250405). Eurocenure (Chavchavadse
ket (Gudiashvilis 2, opposite the Art Museum; s 933550- 76
open 24hms), The excellent Populi chain of neighbourhood supermarkets (open
24hrs) started in 2001 and aims to have 23 branches in Thilisi by the end of 2006,
and perhaps 100 nationwide by 2008 There are smaller shops at Leselidze 2 and
Kostavas 54, both with a good range of wines, and a couple on Marjanishvilis
Squarc and Duich Food on the DN Circle, Georgia's first hypermarket is
Goodwill in Didi Digomi (\ 595262), by the main highway westwards. The
Geongian Tiaue Center at Vekia 3 s a ewo-storey mall with boutiques selling designer
clothes, shoes, jewellery, electronics and so on; there are ATMs and cafés.

WINE Shops selling Georgian wine (and carpets, and notarics, for some reason)
tend to have a sign in English. Wine is available 24 hours a day at Vazi (Pushkin 19;
% 999955); the wine shop of Tibaani Village (in Kakheti) is at Janashia 11/18, ar
Khorava, behind the ex-Horel Sakartvelo (Y 233692); the Vere wine factory shop
is at the bottom of Veres Dagmarti (aka Javakishvili Hill); and the No 1 Wine
Shop (Mclikishvili 45), which looks like a cemetery, has a fine Tsinandali. On
Kostavas 1 s the Wine House at No 41 (% 936351) and Sachashniko at No
60 () 220735). Dzveli Megvine (The Old Winemaker) is behind McDonald's at
Brothers Kakabdze 16/2 (Y 920414; wwiedehareba.ru: open 10.00-22.00). Tamada
Wines have a shop, Sauketeso Gvinoebi (Best Wines) at Chavehavadze Avenue
58 (N 253588; open 10.00-20.00); Taro Wine has shops on Berdzhenishv
around the corner from Chavehavadze Avenue 62; opposite the Voksal; an
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Davit Agmashenebelis 140. Also on the left bank, the Syraji Wineshop (g1 Anaga
village) is at Davie Agmashenebelis 81 (\ 963821). 3 //’A
ot [}

BOOKS Prospera’s Books, down an alley at Rustaveli 34 (i 937592,
access.sanet.ge; open 10.00-21.00) is the best place for English-languag ides And
novels, as wcﬁ" as news magazines, maps and video m.ul‘mﬁwpmé{&n{ﬁ
secondhand books, and there's Soffec (see page 102))theticfigebtiind i
a good place 10 look for rooms, drivers and so on. Other good bookshops are at
Kostavas 6 (art books and maps), Sharden 17 (tourist books and maps), Rustaveli
28 (including tourist books in English), Rustaveli 42 (which sclls a good map of
Thilisi) and Rustaveli 44 (secondhand English and Georgian books).

fperafa

ng horns and national costume
nderpass and the pavement in front
p:

SOUVENIRS For souvenirs such as daggers, dr
(see page 75), look in the shap in the Opera
of the Academy of Science, There are quite  few “antique salons’ in central Thilisi;
artworks and handicrafts can also be bought at the TMS Gallery (Rustaveli 16
) 939124), Ars Longa Vita Brevis (Inakli 11 21), Carvasla (upstairs in the History
Museum at Sioni 8; chosed Mon), Hobby in the Literawre Museum (Chanturia §:
989899 wrwwhobby:com.ge: open Tin 0-18.00), and the Art Salons at
Baratashvilis 12 (Y 932590), Rustaveli 19 and Davit Agmashenebelis 68. The
galleries at Sharden 12 (open daily 12.00-19.00) and Trakli 11 8 {open Mon
11.00-18.00) specialise in cloisonné enamel, continuinga great Georgian tradition;
akso at Sharden 12 you can watch looms at work in the window of the State
Academy of Tapestry. Maison Bleue produces high-class textiles at Barnov 94 (at the
UN Cirde;  999374; @ thmaisonbleue yahoo,co.uks apen daily 12.00-18.00) and also
fl

1110, 2nd floor) (open daily 12.00-21.00). Artists also sell their
s at the Vernissaj, the open-air market in Rikhe Park by the Dry
Bridge: above, by the road between the bridges, crowds of people gather with
placards around their necks, offering to sell their houses and just about anything
clse, although the city is threatening to close this down.

Carpets are, of course, a speciality throughout the Middle East: although
they're common, i they are made in Georgia too. The best
places to buy carpets (including Georgian ones) are across the Caspian in the
bazaars of Bokhara, Ashghabat and other cities. In Thilisi the best shop is Antique
Carpets & Kilims, on the south side of Gorgasali Squarc (Samgebro 5;  723546),
which has good pieces at very high prices which can be reduced with several days
of bargaining. Firma Narikala, nearby ar Abanos 1, also sells carpets, but is less
good. Caucasian Carpets is at Irakli 118 (Y 877 405311; @ carpetsgallery @posia.ge;
opent daily 10.00-20,00), and OId Carpets is at Kostavas 5, opposite the Rustveli
metro station; others are ar Irakli IT 3, Lesclidze 10, Rustaveli 34 (by Prospero’s
Books, and opposite the Mshrali Khali restaurant under the Dry Bridge: they tend
to have English signs nowadays).

has a shop at
work at weel

w( NIddOHS

MHISCELLANEOUS Tiicre are sports shops around dhe I
at Davit Agmashenebelis 93 has hiking and skiing gear; ¢
Chavchavadze Avenue and the Competitive World of Sport shop at Vazha-
Pshavelas 12.

Film can be found fairly casily, but don't expect slide film or any of the faster or
more specialised varieties. Fuji is available at the central post office on Rustaveli
and at Marjanishvilis 24; Kodak at Rustaveli 40 and 46 (Sakinfory
Rustaveli 44 and Marjanishvilis 11. For developing, try Photoworld (Kedak Express;
wune photowortd.ge) at Melikishvilis 6 and Gamsakhurdias 314, or Photo Express,
Davit Agmashenebelis 83 (at the northeastern corner of Marjanishvilis Square).
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and Western pop. classical and Georgian folk music (cassettes ot

uy GELG,
CDs about GEL25); the shops at Rustaveli 26 and 32 just s ]I-ﬂm-\ riary pop,
also available rom salls i the subways under Rustaveli. | | /’/

For music, Audio Video (Rustaveli 44) has a decent range of Georgjan, Russian

MEDICAL SERVICES oA UB R |
o Gito Arakishil ;S 290611 1 290672; emergengy, 916 v, i
€ dtol @access.sanel g, wwwcito.ge. A Swiss- o Thilis State i

Georgian joint venture Chachavadze Av 5; ™ 822 25199, emergency
o Curatio Varha-Pihavelas 278, S 901, 253625; doctor: M1 699 581991

There are plenty of aptekas (pharmacies), most now part of the Aversi and PSP
chains, and many open 24 hours (with a night window). Medicinal herbs are sold
at Leselidze 55. The Stomatological (Dental) Clinic i at Davic Agmashenchelis
1

A DAY'S TOUR OF TBILISI

This provides an outline of a tour of Thilisi which should wke about a day,
although if you visit all the museums as you go around itll ake far longer: it
also be specded up by taking minibuses along the main streets, and by omitting
western extremities,

THE OLD TOWN The OId Town of Thilisi (the Maidan or Kala) lie
piggledy on the crowded slopes between the river and the citadel of Narikala,
Here, in an arca inhabited, at various times, by Persians, Tawrs, Jews and
Armenians, you can visit 3 mosque, 2 synagogue, and Armenian and Georgian
all still in use, and a Roman Catholic church, built in 1804 and
reconsecrated by the Pope in 1999. The best starting point for a day walk i
Gorgasali Square, across the river from the Metckhi church: this was the site o
the city's bazaar, and it is still surrounded by Silversmiths’ Street, Blacksmiths
Street and so on, marking where various trades were once concentrated. There
were two bridges across dhe Mrkvari here, and a mosque, until the 19305, when
Beria replaced them with the present Metckhi Bridae; but when the river is low
the foundations are still visible t the west. To the cast and south of the square are
various sights that would take all day to sce if you were to do it properly; however,
those willing to walk hard wish to see those described in the following two
paragraphs, before continuing with the day tour itself.

Just to the left of the south side of the square is the Armenian Church of St
George, founded by the Armenian Prince Umek in 1251, although what you see
now s largely 15th century and fairly standard in form, apart from the choir gallery.
Continuing castwards on Samgebro, the first tuming to the right leads up to the
Narikala Citadel (sce page 119); you'll emerge on Botan which leads
steeply up the hill to the right through the old Azeri quarter 1o (a5 you might
expeet) the Botanical Gardens (sce page 127), passing the Sunni mosque, the
only one left in the city (with Sunni and Shia now worshipping together), at No
32. Built in 1895, it's red brick with a relatively discreer minaret, opposite a
memorial to the Turkish artist Ibrahim Isfahanli (1897-1967).

Immediately across Botnikuri, beyond the carpet shop, is Abanos kucha
(Bannaya ulitsa in Russian), named after the bath houses found here. At the end
of the road just to the right you'll see the most striking bath house, the late 17th-
century Orbeliani (or Chreli) baths, with a fagade of bright-bluc tiles and two short
minarets, recalling the design of a mosque. The ather old bath houses are
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underground, their presence betrayed only by rows of brick domes, The pldest
surviving is the Irakli, on the comer of Abanos and Akhundoy: opposi W he
carly 17th-century Sirmbatov baths, while the T8th-century Bela e Ky A4s
Akhundov. In 1817 Sir Robert Ker Porter, court painter to Alexande
bribe his way into the women's baths and was shocked to find thie ‘theys
have as little modest covering on their minds as on their bodicd 7 [7] 7

y 3 _ ol SH’JJ JJJ
Sionis kucha The tour proper begins by heading west from Corgasali Square. with
the river w your right. The busy main road is Lesclidze, a 19th-century Russian
construction whic i
the synagogue (1913) at Mo 47 which has a gloomy lower hal for daily services
(2t 09.00) and a brighter upper hall with large chandeliers for Sabbath and festivals.
East of this are two churches, the first of which is the Georgian Jvaris.
church, built in the 16th centry and modified in 182
gravel floor and interior walls now repainted. and a brick iconostasis. The other,
larger. church is the Armenian Norashen church, built in 1793 and now disused

However, the historic main street of the old town is Shaveel, parallel o the
river; USS1.3 million has been allocated to beautify the pleasantly shabby area
through which it runs. To reach it, take some steps down beside a patch of grass on
the west side of Gorgasali Square. 1o the short pedestrianised Sharden Street,
which curves past an art gallery in a former shoc factory to the traffic-cal
kucha. Almost immediately on your righ, at No 8 s the caravanserai or Carvash,
built in 1650 as a trading centre for visiting merchants, rebuilt in 1912 with an Art

Nouveau fagade, and now housing the Musenm of the History of Thilisi (sce page
126). The interior scems like classic 1980s” architeerure, in fact very similar o the
Metechi Palace Hotel, with a high atrium and three galleries overlooking a café by
a fountain, which was once a drinking pool for pack animals. If you happen to pass
its rear, on the Mikvari embankment, yow'll sce awo sculpted griffons, with three
of their four wings missing. Opposite is an Orthodox seminary, and immediately
the caravanserai is the Sioni cathedral, scat of the Catholicos of Georgia,
who lives in the villa immediately to the west. The original Church of the
Assumption was built between ADS75 and 639, but lide of that is left; the present
church is a typical domed Georgian church built in the 13th century of tff stone
from Bolnisi. and nothing special architecturally. However, it is the centre of
religious life in the ciy, partly due to the presence of St Nino's cross, which she
made by binding two vine branches together with her own hair (hence the
drooping arms of the Georgian cross); a replica is displayed to the left of the

onostasis, but it's hard 0 sec much as even this is in an omate carly 14th-century
reliquary. The frescocs and iconostasis (1850-60) are by the Russian Grigori
Gagarin, Across the road is the handsome bell tower or kolokolnaya, the first
example of Russian neoclassici orgia but now in very poor repair; it was
built in 1812 at the wish of the Russian Viceroy Prince Paul Totsiani, who had dicd
in 1806 and been buricd in the cathedral. This is also where the playwright
Griboedov married Alexander Chavehavadze's daughter Nina. To the north of the
cathedral (towards the river) is the original bell tower, built in the 13th cenrury and
1425, and restored in 1939,

Shavtelis kucha Contnuing westwards, Sionis kucha soon becomes Irakli 11, 2
pedestrianised street with lots of tables and chairs on the street, and trendy art
galleries and bars; it's very nice at weekends, especially Sundays, the only time you
see expats walking in jeans instead of driving in 4x4s. This brings you to Irakli IT
Square, tht historic centre of old Thilisi, once the site of open-air courts and
punishment with a cast-iron fountain from France. On its north side a balcor




is the palace of Giorgi XII (which housed the Muscun of Drama/ Mugic
and Cinema but is now semi-permanently closed): underground and \}d o,
this by the embankment are the remains of the 17th-century bath 5FKiy M
and Vakhitang VI's press (1709). To the cast is the former governor's paly€ (built

in 1802 and now a police building); to the west of the square i3, apar
and an old people’s he

s

e and chapel. To the north of this is thy nars %vﬂ ij
B D encnebuti church the chicst B4 S DS
Joved in Thilisi, with the best choir, singing on Saturdays (16.00-19.00) and
Sundays (09.00-12.00), Dating from the early 6 century. its a basilica with two
pairs of bare brick columns and stone walls flanking its narrow three-bay aisles. It
has been rebuilt several times, most notably in 1675; the present frescoes (with
wording in Old Church Slavonic script) probably date from the 18th century. Its
jame means the icon from Ancha’, after 1 wonderful éth-century icon in a golden

frame (now in the National Muscum), which was moved here in the 17th century

from Ancha, in Tarkish-occupicd territory. The gate-tower, with a residence above
the gate, was built in 1675 and is most unusual with its Islamic-influenced
brickwork. Opposite the gateway is a small bar (now part of The Hang

cfé renowned for its oriental sweetmeats and startling décor, with mirrors and
plastic lions' heads, in the jaws of which a cigarette butt can conveniently be
perched.

Beyond the next minor road junction is the marionctie theatre; turning lef at
the junction and lefi again, immediately behind The Hangar at Chakhruhadze 17,
oloz Baratashyili lived from
ildren’s Are Gallery, easily
identified by the sttue of Misnde (seemingly children playing) outside and its jolly
nursery paint scheme. The N’ Gallery is on the third floor (gpen 16.00-19.00 except
Mon); even if there’s no specific exhibition on, it's worth looking through the front
door 10 scc the foyer.

“This faces Baratashvilis, the main road from the Baraushvilis bridge (rebuilt in
1966 as the Stalin bridge, with a lower urine-stinking pedestrian level) up o
Freedom Square, running along the outside of the old city walls; on its east side
many houses were built into the wall in the 19th century, while the blocks on the
western side date from the 19505 and 1960s, Beyond these lic the ciry’s former
central market, the former US embassy (in the splendid 1860s" Orbeliani Palace,
now obscured by a security wall), the aptly named Tiaan shop with imposing
caryatids, Alexandrov Park, and the Dry Bridge or Mshrale Khidi (1851); this
crosses a former channel of the Mtkvari (now a busy highway) to Park
(formerly Madatov Island), where people with placards around their necks gather
1o exchange or sell pretry much anything, and artists display and sell their works
plein air at weekends. However, the city has decided to tidy it all up.

THE NEW TOWN

hkin and Freedom squares Walking up to the lefisouth up Baratashvilis,
you'll pass various bars and restaurants in the city wall, as well as a wedding
registry. The road swings up to the left as Pushkin Strect; on the right is Pushkin
Square, where old men gather to play backgammon under the trees and a bust of
Pushkin; at some point a tourist information kiosk should appear here. Also here
is the grave of Kamo, a Bolshevik activist who was killed by a car in 1922, in what
was almost certainly a murder organised by Stalin. The Art Museum (sce page
124) faces Pushkin Square, in a building which was built from 1527 to 1834 as an
hotel, then served as a seminary until 1908, and became an art gallery in 1933, Noc
the prime minister of independent Georgia from 1918 ta 1921, smdicd
Sulin
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Just beyond this you'll reach Tavisuplebis Moedani or Freedom Squarg. |
out by the Russians between the 18205 and 1870s. Originally Yercvan Sgfipfc. it
was then Lenin Squarc until 1990; the statue of Lenin in its cengre has) cen
replaced by a grassy roundabout. An ugly fountain was added ﬁm\b /)461?
Festival in 2001, on the site of the city’s first opera house, built inl1846 (the south
wall was uncarthed 30 years ago when the Rustaveli Aventifdhkis “Jeesef]
underpass was built). A very tall column, the Monument o 3ipgpep
has now been erected here with a bronze of St George and the Dragor donated by
the sculptor Akaki Tsereteli, The square is dominated by the City Hall, built in
1880 by the German architect Peter Stem, with a third storey and clock tower
added in 1910-12; this is an atractive building with stripes of sandy green and
white and mauresque stucco. There's an antique pharmacy on the ground floor,
with a fiee display of posters on the history of Georgian medicine. The west side
of the square was gutted in the civil war, but new buildings such as the Courtyard
by Marriot Hotel have now filled the gap. Just above the square at Leonidze 5,
uphill from the main entry of the National Bank of Georgia, the Museum of
Money (open Mon-Fri 10.00-13.00 & 14.00-16.00; admission free) is modern and
expensively fumished, with lots of marble, and all captions are in Georgian,
Engish and Russian. It exhibits Georgian coins dating as far back as the 6th cenury
B (from Vani), a stater issued by Alexander the Great in the 4th cenmury B,
Roman denarii, Parthian coins, then 11th-century Bagratid coins from Georgia,
irregularly shaped coins issued by Tamar, more from 13th- to 18th-century
Georgia, 16th-cer ¢ Venetian gold ducats, and Austrian and Polish thalers, then
roubles issued by the Transcaucasian Federation and the USSR, coupons issued in
1993-94, and finally a colourful display of modern notes, from Europe, Iraq
(Saddam), Iran (Khomeini), Isracl, the entral Asian ‘stans, Asia, the Antipodes, the
US and (very nice) Madagascar.

Rustaveli Avenue Rustaveli Avenue (Rustavclis Gamziri in Georgian or
Rustaveli Prospekt in Russian) leads off to the northwest. Almost 1.5km long and
lined with plane trees, it's a fine statcly avenue that’s spailt by the amount of traffic
roaring up and down it these days. There are pedestrian underpasses, but people
also cross the road with great nonchalance, waiting on the centre line until there’s
a gap. On the right/north side at No 3 is the State Museum (scc page 123), built
in 192329, this houses the national collections of archacology, history and
ethnography, based on the collections of the Caucasian Museum, founded in 1852
A treasury houses a superb collection of pre-Christian gold: jewellery and icons
from the Christian era are ury of the Are Museum. In the same building
s the Georgian Arts and tre. which houses temporary shows (open
11.00-18.00, except Mon): it's two flights up a staircase with a very funky three-
storcy chandelier in the well. Just beyond the museum is the Rustaveli Cinema,
buil in 1939 (by Nikolai Severov, who also designed the National Museum), with
idealised statwies of Soviet youth on the fagade. Behind them is the Na
Library, housed in three imposing buildings along Gudiashvilis; the castern
block is a fascinating neo-Romanesque creation with lovely murals on its ceiling
(including an exernal arcade) — feel fre 1o step inside. Below the library is the
Trinity Church (1790, with more recent frescoes and a Barogue icanostasis), busy
with weddings at weekends.

Immediately on the left at the start of Rustaveli is the Universal Shop (the city's
main department stare, built in 1975), with the Griboedov Russian Theatre behind
it; originally a caravanserai, there’s been a theatre here since 1845, At is far end is
the Freedom Square metro station at Rustaveli 6, and steps up to the Chancellery,
and beyond that the Young People’s Palace, built in 1807 as the Russian Viceroy's

13




Palace, with an arcade in front added in 1865-68. Stals

at one time and it then served as the Pioncers’ Palace the:Sov
organisation and a Museum of Children’s Toys, It's still used for y JK,
and is the best place to find classes and displays of Georgian folk dan ,.W'.}f{

Beyond this is casily the most dominating building oh Rusteli, (he
Parliament Building, This was built as 2 U-shaped block in7J 938({pY) Sighsitg fir
the Alexander Nevsky Church, built in the 19th century foryipy sy {’ ; gy
very solid portico of tuff was built by German prisoners of war and the building
opened in 1953, It was on the steps before the Parliament that the massacre of 9
April 1989 took place, and you'll still see memorials to the dead here, This was also
the focus of the civil war, with Gamsakhurdia and his supporters holed up inside;
the side wings were gutted, but the portico resisted the National Guard's shellfire,
giving rise to comments on the superiority of German building to Soviet efforts. It
stands opposite the site of the Artists' House and the lovely Hotel Intourist (built
in the 1870s), both sadly destroyed in the civil war.

Immediately beyond the parhament is the High School No 1, founded in 1802
as the first Europ style high school in it educated many of the
leading figures of recent Georgian history, including Kostav
and Kitovani. It's a good example of Russian neoclassicism, with statues of Ilia
Chavchavadze and Akaki Tsereteli (1958) in front; you might want to lack
and enquire about the Muscum of Education housed there, although it's unlikely
10 be open. A plaque commemaorates those killed by the Sovict sccurity forces on
9 March 1956.

At No 9 on the north side is the Kashveti Church of St George, built in
190414 on the site of a fth-century church demolished as unsafe at the end of the
19th century. It was built by the German Leopold Bielfeld, and based on the 11th-
century church of Samtavisi, The altar apse was decorated by Lado Gudiashvili
(who lived just behind the church and for his pains was expelled from the
Communist Party and lost his job at the Academy of Art) in 1946. There's a
separate church in the crypt, used fi nguage services. Henry Mowatt, a
Scottish engineer who worked on rami rail tnnel and married a Georgian,
is buried here.

The attractive Alexandrov Park is behind the church (with decent public wilets),
and next o it, at Rustaveli 11, the State Academy of Fine Art, which houses
temporary shows (apen 11.00-17.00 except Mon) in a fine blue build
the Khram Slavi (Temple of Glory), built in 1883-85 as a
History. to commemorate Russia's conquests. In front are statues of painters
Akhvlediani and David Kakabdze. Beyond this, at No 15 (npp;k\m the Ministry uf
Transport and Communications) is the Hotel Tbilisi, built in 1915 as the Hotel
Majestic and guoted in the civil war. It reopened in 2002 as the luxurious Marriott
Hotel. Behind ic at Chantaria (formerly Georgiashvili) 8 is the State Literature
Museum, a nice 19th-century building facing the park, which also has temporary
art shows, but erratic opening times.

Beyond the hotel, at No 17, 1s the splendid French neoclassical fagade of the
famous Rustaveli Theatre, built in 1899-1901 and refurbished in 1920-21 for
the new Rustaveli Theatre Company: it was refurbished agam in 2002-05 and in
2006 a Hollywood-style ‘walk of the stars’ was begun in front. It boasts marble
staircases, classical statucs, and frescoes by Lado Gudiashvili, Moise Toidze and
David Kakabadze in the Kimerioni (Chimera) café on the first floor.

At Rustaveli 24, on the south side of the avenue, is the Lagidze café, and behind
it at Griboedov 8, the Conservatoire (music college), built in 1904; there’s a
musenm (although you need to persuade a member of staff to show you around)
with Rachmaninov’s piano, autograph scores by him and Tehaikovsky and vintage

wtalled his mu;rer here

Russi
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photos; on the ground floor at the east end of the building are ' thyf gewly
refurbished Grand Hall and a lovely chamber recital hall where Haq‘w}?:.
The poet Titsian Tabidze lived from 1921 w 1937 at GribocdowJ8, whe
friend Boris Pasternak allegedly did many of his translations of Georgiafoet:
the apartment is a museum supposedly open from 1100 tp 17.00. Fxceps.
el el o PRI

The imposing Supreme Court stands on the next suéel] ephill)] [fddided
Zubelashvili. You can continue to Republic Square along Griboeday, passing the
Academy of Arts at No 22 - a very fine building crected in 1858, with a display
of students’ work ug re rather splendid murals in the hall and mosaics
above the stirca a sculprure park opposite, by a flight of steps back
down 1o Rustavel

1If you continue from the theatre along the north side of Rustaveli, you'll pass
the permanent crowd of smoking students outside the Georgian State Institute of
Theatrical Arts and come to the Paliashvili Opera House at No 25. Founded in
1851, it was burnt down in 1870, and replaced with the present Moorish building
in 1880-96; it saw the start of Shalyapin’s carcer before it too burnt down in 1973,
and was rebuilt in 1977, On the first floor are a few cases of memorabilia of
Paliashvili operas. Outside it is a state (by Merab Berdzenishvili, 1973) of the
composer Zacharia Paliashvili; this is next to his grave and that of Vano
Saradzishvili, the first great Georgian singer. On the same side of Rustaveli, at No
29, is an imposing colonnaded building built as the Instituee of
Marxism-Leninism, which housed the obligatory 1 3
his Kremlin study; it was the scat of the State C
returned w take power and is to be 4 Kempinski hotel. There are four blank
cartouches high on the fagade where the heads of Mar, Engels, Lenin and Stalin
were removed in 1991, Beyond this is a brutalist block built in the kate 1970s,
housing the main post and telephone offi d the PostBank. Opposite this,
Rustaveli 42 was the first major Soviet public building in Thilisi, constructed in
1926-28; it's also brutalist plain concrete but with a fow neoclassical details, and
very modern for the period, perhaps influenced by Czech functionalisin

Here the modern plaza of Republic Square opens up to the right while Rustaveli
kinks to the left past the Academy of Sciences. a large pompous building (built
in 1953) in which 7,000 rescarch staff once laboured. In its courtyard is a flattened
circular building housing the terminal of the disused cable car to Mutsminda, The
ull Rustaveli Square, on the site of the former Moscow
statue of the poet (by Koté Merabishvili, 1937) now stands by the
tro sttion, next to Thilisi's first McDonald’s.

Republic Square to the Philharmonic Republic Square was laid out in the
19805, above a road underpass and a very dark shopping complex (with cffective

i n 1991 it was the rallying point for the opposition to Gamsakhurdia,
To the north is the high-rise Hotel Iveria, built in 1967, which dominates most

f long inhabited by IDPs or refugees from Abkhazia, who were given
USS7,000 per family to move, it’s now being converted into a Radisson hotel. At
the west end of the square most traffic swings left to Rustaveli Square: ahead are
two minor streets, Kiacheli (to the right) and Akhvlediani. The latter (still better
known as Perovskaya) is not particularly attractive, but it is lined with the city's
most lively bars and restaurants. Confusingly, the Elena Akhvlediani house-
mu one of the most enjoyable in the city, is at Kiacheli 12; it's currendy
closed due to lack of funds. Traffic from Rustaveli Square passes under the
Republic Square plaza and drops down Vere Hill to the Marjanishvilis Bridge,
leading to the left/north bank of the Mtkvari.

s
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and soon splits in front of the stri
Philharmonic, built in 1969-71, largely of glass; a bronze
(1971, by Merab Berdzenis) stands in front o To th
square in front of the Philharmonic is the Vtrt (formerly Klrv ‘i&- i 9;:}
in the park (ic: at the end of Kiacheli) you'll pass a flight of » jl

¢ the petrol sation on the embankment road, and i a o
monastery, and the very Russian Church of St John the Theolugun (1901)
next to it. The Lurdzhi church is smaller, and can be identified by the blue roof
that gives it its name. Built in 1155 and rebuilt in the 16th and 17th centurics, it's
high with virtually no nave and a plain iconostasis, and an unusual round cupola
added in 1873; a modern belfry is going up now. In communist times it housed a
Muscum of Medicine, while the Russian church was quite clearly left untouched;
now the tables are turmed and it's the Ru church that looks abandoned. This
is entered from the far side and is painted m cgeshell blue and white, with 2 gold
iconostasis that just manages not to be oo over the top. From here you can go up
to the Vere district (see below), or continte to the newer parts of the city.

The city's main traffic axis contimues west as Merab Kostavas kuca (th former
5 tijhd

Aroul
is Ph

d 26 May Square Forking right in front of the Philharmonic (behind which
s Gora or Dream Hill, an enclave of nice hotels), Kostavas soon drops
down to the ugly roundabout and underpass of Heroes' Square (Gmirta Mocd:
ina ravine filled in in the 1930s; there's an Eternal Flame with guards at the herocs
memorial. To its left is the zoo (sce page 128) and the Muziuri (Sunshinc]
children’s park (threatened by a plan for new apartment blocks), and to the right i
the circus (built in 1940) and the bridge across the Mtkvari w Tamar Mepis
Gamziri (Queen Tamar Avenue) and the Voksal (railway station). Carrying on
straight ahead, Kostavas climbs again to 26 May Square, laid out from 1940, with
the Sports Palace and Politekhnikuri metro station to its right and the high-rise
Hotel Adjara ahead (also now cleared of refugees and being rebuilt by Kazakh
investors); beyond here, the main road continues to the left of the hotel as
Konstantin Gamsakhurdias Avenue, becoming the main road towards Muskhet,
while side roads turn left into the Saburtalo district. To the right of the hotel,
Kostavas leads to the suarmie of Giorgi Saakadze and the main building of Georgia
| U . a fine J-ochre neoclassical pile, beyond which
the Vakhushu Bridge crosses to Didube on che left bank. To the southwest of the
Hotel Adjara, at the end of Sairmes kucha, is Sairmis Gora or Sairme Hill, where
government ministers and the like shamelessly built suspiciously expensive homes
until Saakashvili clamped down; there's also a dozen German war graves here.

Vake Forking left in front of the Philharmonic, Melikishvilis kucha (widened in
1948) leads past the massive Hotel Sakartvelo, now elosed apart from its restaurant
and a few other businesses, and the Thilisi wine cellars to the Tbilisi State

i s leading academic institution, housed in a fine domed

!.umh.m.u.pml w.‘._“l.mh is the nearest thing sz.rr«mm that Thilisi offers.
The main road continues west s Iia ned with the ciry's

most fashionable shops. To the right at No 21, marked with a jokey statue, there's
an entrance to the Maiuri Park (pleasant but with an unfimshed fe
surrounded by tatty high-rises), and nearby the statues of the poets Galaction
Tabidze and David Guramishvili (1966, by the ommipresent Merab
Berdzenishvili).
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After 3.8km (with frequent buses) Chavchavadae finally reaches Vicrory/Square
marjvebis Moedani), overlooking Vake Park to the lefusquth, a
us and well-tended area of 226ha, where the grave of the f .

at the foot of a flight of steps up to the statue of Victory, erccted in

1.0.20, weckends only) rises over the park to Kus Tha (Tunlc Lak  wh
there are cafés: swimming is free, and good if you can avoid béh@udih _ﬂoﬂ.%“ﬂ
| et fld Iy Sy
entreprencur who plans to provide beaches of real sand. Th: Take can also be
reached by a 3km road, from just beyond the park, halfwvay along which is the
open-air Museum of Georgian Folk Architecture and Daily Life (sce page
126), which has a restaurant with a great view. There's also the Squirrels’ Park,
opened in 2006, with free children’s games and wooden picnic huts. Just beyond
the park, at the western end of Chavehavadze Avenue, is the Vake Cemetery, with
its tall cypresses, grand tombstones and ivy-clad mausoleums, which featured as a
setting for the film Repentance. The main road continues through the so-called
‘mountain resort quarter’ of Tskhneti (now swamped by tasteless dachas built with
illegal money after ‘accidentally’ burning down an area of forest) to Manglisi and
Akhalkalaki

If your legs permi
a couple of blocks south of Chavchavadz
district, which was once home to the communist bourgeoisic, and now, because it
still has the city's best telephone and power supplies, is home to most of the city’s
expatriates and NGOs. The district was built by Beria on top of the mass graves of
the victims of his purges: the Bolsheviks exceuted many of the Georgian
aristocracy here in 1923, and a public toilet was built on the site, now replaced by
amemorial. After the Round Park, more commonly known as the United Nations
Circle, Abashidze becomes Barnov and passes through Vere, an older district that
is also popular with expats and young professionals; yow'll end up back at Rustaveli
Square,

's interesting to retwrn to the centre along Irakli Abashidze,
this passes through the Vake (Plain)

Mtatsminda 1 you wum right up Tamnko Thovelidze (sull better known as
Belinskis) where Barnov begins to curve left, you can wrn left after owo short
blocks on to Gogebashvilis, and at its end right on to Makashvilis, which runs
along the slopes of Mratsminda. If you wanted to leave Vake and the Museum of
Folk Architecrure for another day you could walk directly up from Rustaveli
Square. With wide views over the city, Makashvilis then Chonkadze

67 and 137) pass a Russian church (1910) and a few houses before reaching the
crossroads just below the Pantheon, up a few tight cobbled hairpin bends. It's also
known as Mamadaviti or the Monastery of Father David, after $t David, one of the
Syrian Fathers, who lived here in a cave in the 6th century before moving on to
Davit-Gareja. The present church was built in 1859, in plain brick on an artificial
terrace; however, what's of interest here is the graveyard, repository of the remains
of the leading figures of Georgian culture, These include the poets Nikoloz
Baratishvill, Galaction Tabidze, Akaki Tiereteli and Georgi Leonidze, painter Lado
Gudiashvili, dissident Merab Kostava and ed: critics and p

stich as lacob Gogebashvili, Miko Nikoladze and Vazha-Pshavelas, as well as Zviad
Gamsakhurdia and Stalin’s mother. Set into the cliff face are grottoes housing the
Russian playwright Griboedov and his widow Nina, daughter of Alexander
Chavchavadze, and the secular saint llia Chavehavadze (no relation).

A livde further along Chonkadze is the lower terminal of the Mtatsminda
funicular, which was built in 1903-05 by Belgian engineers, an odd contribution
from so flat a country; now out of action, it climbs at 35° for five minutes (with a
path winding up and criss-crossing it} to reach its upper terminal, at an altitude of
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727m on the edge of Mtatsminda, the Holy Mounta
David’s Cave. Above the terminal is the vast colonmaded Fi
by Beria and now disused. Just o i

i)
ike a 300m oil rig visible from all over the city, and the fup fi
Park, with 4 lonesome Ferris wheel still waiting for@dnéom
restaurant on the far side of the funicular terminal, but nothing much 3
up here. Neverdicless there can be a view as far as Kazbeg, weather permitting, and
its a pleasant 20-minute walk through pine woods to reach the Kojori road. If you
happen to be coming up by car, it's a very sharp right turn into the park at a no-
entry sign, virually opposite a yard with a wire sculpture of an clephant wi
mahout on its back. The Pantheon and Mtatsmida restaurant (and the Kartlis Deda
statue, Parliament, Chancery, and Sameba, Sioni and Mrskheta churches) ar
lieae t; the TV Tower had lurid flashing lights put up for Christmas 2005,
not turned off since. It seems that Mrasminda is being restored by US investors
and should be open in 2008,

Itis of course possible to extend this bri
you have the time and stamina.

rour of Thilisi in various directions

East to Ortachala From Gorgasali Square, the main road to the cast along the
Mukvari embankment is Gorgasalis kucha, builc in 1851 as Vorontsov ulitsa. About
100m beyond the bath houses it passes the kneeling statue of the painter Pirosmani
(1975, by Elgudja Amashukeli), the Tbilisi Balneologic Health Resort (founded in
1938 by Shevardnadze's father, and apparently run now by Saakashvili's father!),
and then, in the grassy reservation between the carriageways, the *300 Aragvelt
monument, a 23m-high stela (and cternal flame) raised in 1961 on the spot where
in 1795 King Irakli I1 was rescued from Aga Mohammed Khan by 300 men from
the Aragyi Valley {on the G Military Highway), who were all killed in the
process. This was also the scene of one of the closer assassination attempts on
Shevardnadze. Note that the 300 Aragveli metro station is acunally on the far side
of the river.

Continuing castwards, you'll pass the equestrian statue (1982) of Pyotr
Bagration, who distinguished himself in the campaign against Napoleon in 1812
Tor the left is the Ortachala Dam, still bearing portraits of Stalin and i relief,
cr Palace of
course of th
channel that used to m; istry, the Public
Prosecutor’s Office and the city’s main prison; the Krtsanisi palace. built by Beria
and home to the president until Shevardnadze neglected to move out, is hidden
away just to the south. In fact, Saakashvili refused to move i, preferring to build
the new Avlabari Palace. The highway continues past the Ortachala b
built in 1973 to replace the ¢
however, m us services use the chaotic
echoing halls are u i i
Turkey. On the fagade you can see The Wiheel, 2 mosaic by Zurab Teereteli;
rear here’s another fine mosaic on a fire station.

Beyond Ortachala the main road continucs along the river and then splits, to
Rustavi and Baku to the left, and Marneuli and Yerevan to the right

and on the clifftop beyond this the wonderfully phallic for
Weddings (sce page 120). To the east the road now runs along
ke a small island, past the Interior Mi

to the

South of Gorgasali Square and Narikala For the best sense of how Thilisi's Old
Town used to be, you should explore the back alleys of Kala, to the south of
Gorgasali Square, core of a protected area of 90ha. I€s crumbling, duc to neglect
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and earthquakes, but some restoration work is underway and it has beek
the list of the world's most endangered monuments and sites. R;&f& ,
best place to get a feel for how life used to be in the teeming n‘]..Tmsqi W Cich.
with multi-storey houses surrounding courtyards, and s basafes it
stained-glass windows overlooking the narrow streets. The Bedpys i Big) 644
inhabitcd since e Sth cntury but the oldest houses now gyt gt f? b
17th century, and most are 19th century, with far older churches [harIEs
berween

From Leselidz

e Asatianis kucha (formerly Bebutov) up to the left before
the Gth-century Jvaris-Mama and Norashen churches; there are good Moderne
(Art Nouveau) buildings at Asatiani 38, 44, 50 and 66. You'll pass the tiny
Tumanian Square on the left and soon emerge into Puris (Bread) Square, which is
not much bigger. To the left/cast Betlemi runs below the Narikala Cieadel, and
eps lead up to the Ateshga or Fire Worshippers” Temple, a rock-cut altar built by
the Persians.
i continues uphill between the Mognisi church to the west (built in the
neury and now abandoned) and the Upper and Lower Betlem (Bethlehem)
churches (founded in the 7th century but both now largely 18th century) up well-
ade steps to the east. The upper church (to the left) has a bare i h lots

been fully decorated with attractive frescoes. At Asatiani 28 is the former G
College (opposite the end of Dadiani, which leads to Freedom Square), now the
Thilisi Institt Law and Economics; behind No 30, where Walter Siemens lived
in 1860-68 as representative of his family firm, is The Tunnel (Grirabi), built as a
nuclear shelter during the Cuban Missile Crisis - it leads through to the Botanic
Gardens, but is now used only as a nightclub.

Uniil recently it was possible to climb steps from here o the Sololaki Ridge, but
now you should cither go up from Gorgasalis Square to the Narikala Citadel or
e Sololaki Lane, the road, lined with lime and cypress trees, that tums off the
Kojori highway (marshrutkas 12 and 196) at the eyesore of 3 huge new
lotelbusiness centre with a flying saucer helipad. It takes five minutes to reach the
ruins of some medieval fordfications and a view to the right over the Botanic
Gardens (there's a turnstile and a rough path down): and the 20m-high aluminium
statue of Kartlis-Deda or Mother Georgia, visible all over the city. There’s a great
v down to the old wwn, marred by huge amounts of litter; there are lots of
charms tied on a tree behind the stacue. This was made i 1958-63 by Elgudia
Amashukeli; sword in one hand and bowl in the other, it shows Georgia as
hospitable but ready to defend herself. Also n y are the ruins of the ancient
Shakhtakhi Fort (from “Sahis Tahti’ or Throne of the Shah), which was used as an
observatory in the 7th to 9th centuries. Heading east along the ridge (with views
and a path down into the Botanical Gardens to the right), take the path to the left
by the Folk Museum, moved to the Sioni caravanserai in 1984, This leads you to
the left of the ridge, past trees covered in cloth charms. Don't follow the road to
the ruined buildings. but fork left on to a rough path around to the gate of the
Narikala Citadel, also reached by a road climbing steeply from near the
Armenian church. The citadel (also known as Shuris-tsihke) was built in about
AD360 by the Persians, and restored by Mustafa Pasha’s Turks in the second haif of
the 16th century, before bei i
always open and entry is fi
often come up he

entury Church of St Nichoks, largely refaced in new stone,
inted interior and a simple modern stone iconostasis. The fort walls
are either over-restored or untouched; you can walk along the battlements,

e
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some very steep steps. At the citadel's south cnd, fhy square
Istanbul tower was a prison under Turkish rule. <3 //
\|
THE LEFT BANK OF THE MTKVARI Thic left or north bank of the Mtkvan/€ with the
hingt fr. relapivel

= ; B ot
practical use here, and it's safer than the traditional affluengidig i’ 16 )b
the area to the south of the Voksal (railway station), along Davit Agmashenebelis
Gamziri (David the Builder Avenue), which was buile up in the 19th century.

To the cast, the highway from the airport and Kakhet uns in alongside the
railway and then dives under it to tum right on to Ketevan Tsamebulis Gamziri just
cast of the Palace of Weddings, reached by going straight across the road from
the 300 Aragveli metro station. Intended by the communists to attract couples
away from church weddings, it's very modernist, but with a classical statue (of a
naked male) in front of the blatantly phallic carillion tower, However, it's been
bought by the oligarch Badri Patarkatsishvili and you can no longer get inside.

ro station, the Metechi Palace
is the basc of various airlines and
Square and

Avlabari Mot far to the west of the 300 Aragveli
Hotel rises above the road to the righvnorth; th
the Dutch and German embassics. A little further west is the Avlaba
metro station, heart of Thil n quarter. At its west end is the
Echmiadzin church, named after the Armenian cquivalent of Canterbury; built in
now has a crack in its cast end and scaffol . due to vibration from
the metro trains passing underncath

To the lefi. Meskhishvilis leads towards the massive new Sameba (Trinity)
Cathedral on Moune Elia, begun in 1995 and finished in 2004, Regarded as an
eyesore by many people, it is equally vencrated by many others, who cross
themsclves whenever they glimpse it on the far side of the city. It was built on the
Armenian Khojavank cemetery, which was treated with a scandalous lack of
respect. It's the largest religious building in the southern Caucasus, with interior
dimensions of 56m by 44m and an interior area of 2,380m’. It's certainly way out
of scale for a Georgian church, even though it's in an cxaggerated traditional
Georgian style; a long esplanade, with fountains, leads past a belfry to the cathedral
with a sort of wriple-decked west end. The apses arc very high but the windows
only reach two-fifths of the way up. The interior is still being decorated but s quite
bare at the ut; there are five additional chapels in the crype. The terminal of
marshrutka 155 is outside the main ent

Opposite the Armenian church, 2 flight of steps and an alleyway lead to the
Chapel of the Tt ion, set on the batl of the Sachino Palace:
although the Avlabari cliffs have long been fortified, all that remains is this chapel
and a round pavilion both built in 1776 for Darcjda, wife of Irakli I and then
Queen Mother. They're set in an attractive garden, from which there are views
stretching from the bath houses to Thilisi State University. The chapel has a
simple, vaulted nave and sanctuary with a very low dome at the west end under a
belfry with external bell ropes. There are some carly 20th-century frescoes, and
plenty of whitewashed areas.

The Metekhi church Tcrc are two routes from here to the Metekhi churc stly
you can go back down the steps and urn left and left again down Ghvinis Aghmarti
(Wine Hill), a steepish street lined with Pirosmani-styled restaurants that drops
down below the walls of dhe Sachino Palace, mostly made of rows of riverbed
stones alternating with double rows of brick. Alternatively you can head cast alon,

an alley to turn right on to Metekhi Street, and then right down Metekhi Ri
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lined on the left with the fine merchants’ homes (now occupied by ho
restaurants) whose triple-decker balconics you may already have ;.dm\m\ i
far side of the river. In cither case you'll end up at the north u.g}«\:d;,
church precinets, set on a crag over the Mtkvari; the view of this ¢hur
equestrian statue of Vakhtang Gorgasali below it, is one of the, s i
images of Tb

¢ carliest churches on this site were buil in the 5th and SO (SEHAdS
church of the Virgin was built in 1278-89 by King Demetre 11 the Self-
(s0 called because he answered a summons by the Mongols to near-
certain death rather than cause an invasion). The ground plan is actually quite
complex, with a cross filled out to a square, and lateral apses projecting at the
ding pillars support a central dome (rebult in dhe mid
18th century). The external stonework is very worn, and the interior is bare.

The present churchyard was long occupied by a castle which was ruined by
Shah Aga Mohammed Khan in 1795 and rebuilt in 1819 as a prison, which housed
Beria's offices and less willing guests such as Kalinin, Gorki and Kamo, the last of
whom escaped down the ¢hff on half-a-dozen sheets tied together. This was
demolished in 1937 when the present bridee and the Mtkvari embankment road
were butlt. The church was used as a youth theatre until it was finally restored to
worship in recent years. The statue of Vakhtang Gorgasali, overlaoking the city he
founded, was constructed in 1958-67. Below it, by the bridge, the tiny new chapel
of St Abo Thileli {a 7th-century Arab convert, killed here by Muslims) is being
buile by hand.

Looking upstream, beyond the roundabout at the nordh end of the Metekhi
Bridge and the mouth of the tunnel under the Avlabari cliffs, you'll see an open
arca known as Peski with restaurants set against the cliffside. This is the site of the
Thilisoba Festival on the last wukund uf October, when stages are set up for
performers and the whole area is hidden by the smoke from shashlik stalls (also up.
on Republic Square). Baratashvilis Hill descends to the bridge of the same
from Avlabari Square; under construction to the north, looking down on the
bridge, is Saakashvili's new presidential palace; the arca is prone to earthquake
and very run-down, but it'll presumably see some regencration on the back of the
palace and the Sameba Cathedral. You can get here from the north side of the
Echmiadzin church along Meskhishvilis and 1o the left.

Just west, Akhvlediani Hill (formerly Uritskis Hill) leads down o the river
beyond the Baratashvilis Bri
Boris Tsibadze (1975). Up some steps behind a closed hotel the All S:
was built in 1620-30 and s now being restored: it has new paintings in a nice light
style and semi-naive icons.

cttled by Germans and

Chugureti To the west is the Chugure districe, large
“hkheidze 38, the EU cmbassy is a

Poles in the 19 century: one block
surprisingly beautiful three-store in 1888) quite out of kecping
with dhis ety brick district. The mai away from the river, soon

Cl adze house-museum (supposedly apen 10.00-18.00 except
and continues to the Voksal and out towards the

northwestern 1h\|rh\.

How, oon after a relatively uninteresting early 19th-century church on the
ikment, Tolstoy kucha leads off to the left to Saarbrucken Moedani, at the
north end of the Saarbrucken (formerly Vorontsov, then Marx) Bridge, and on as
])l\\rA:‘rmslwncholh Gam; his was built a ikhailovskaya in the 1830s, and
was then knowri khanov under communism. By
impressive thoror Despite appearances and a total lack of contraflow
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be careful. At this castern end there are a few local bars and a o aptigue
shops, but it's hardly Knightsbridge: the first buildings of real nser g 60,
the University Hospital, a neogothic pile built in the 1860s, fiithopp d Jl No
61 the former Soviet Propaganda Centre, now housing the INATQ Hiforndation
L.«.mu and various embassics. This is a brutalist block bl L J‘)_? duﬂ its
e a lurid high-relief mosaic (42m by 12m) by Zurab J&¥et; f’
nu:h anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution. Do Ispmd’h:ﬂ—m, -!-1 s,
or you'll be accosted by Isracli security guards.

Alitele further along Agmashencbelis you'll come to Marjanishvilis Square, laid
out in 1948-56, with a metro station in its northwestern corner; there are some
decent cafés here, and just to the north some excellent vegetable stalls (as well as
exchange counters and shops selling air tickers). Yeveenii Primakov, Russian Prime
Minister in 1998-99, grew up just to the north on what was then Leningrad Street;
appropriately this is close to the present Russian embassy:

Two blocks north, Marjanishvilis kucha (formerly Kirochnaya) crosses Ivan
Javakhishvilis (formerly Kalinin); on the corner to the left (at No 69) is the city's
main Russian Orthodox church, and just to the right at No 53 is the Roman
Catholic church, a low-key neoclassical building, both now in great condition,
thanks to foreign funds. Continuing to the north on Marjanishvilis you'll come to
Tionti Chebinasvili Square (formerly Sovietskaya), on the road to the Voksal; on
its far side, beyond the statue of Gorki on Terenti Graneli, is the new Lutheran
Church of the Reconciliation. The Germans' first church was where
Marjanishvilis Square now is; this was replaced in 1897 with a larger church (by
Leopold Bielfeld, who also de: < the Kashved church on Rustaveli Avenue),

]ucll was closed and demolished in the 19405,

s on Davit Agmashencbelis, there are some grander late
19th-century buildings, such as No 108 (with stucco pilasters) and No 101 (with
caryatids supporting a balcony), and a nice park behind. Beyond some fast-food
cafiés, No 123 houses the Composers’ Union and a casino, and the State Symph.m
Orchestra, with a garden in which they give summier concerts. Just beyond it at No
127 is the Cultural Centre of the Railwaymen of Georgia, a fine ncoclassical pile
buile in 1934 and set back from the road in front of a park; here oo is the
Tumanishvili Movie Actors’ Theawre and documentary film studios, in a pseudo-
medieval castle and tower buile in 1930, At Davit Agmashencbelis 150 is the
Observatory in which Stalin worked in 1899-1901, just before the junction with
Tamar Mepis, leading from the Voksal to the rive

Didube Beyond Tamar Mepis. Davit Agmashenchelis soon reaches the well-kept
Mushraid Park on the lefi (with dodgems, Ferris wheel and a miniature railway),
and the Paichadze National Stadium, better known simply as the Dinamo
stadium; this was built in 1937 and rebuilt in 1976 to accommodate 70,000 fans.
Several marshrutka lines, recognisable by a soccer ball symbol, terr
Here you enter the Didube district; the main road is Tﬂuuh»
rightnortheast, which passes first the Orthodox
Virgin (1883) where there’s another pantheon of lower-league celebrities s
football players (and poet Terenti Graneli), and then the Baptist Church, before
reaching the huge modernist Exhibition Centre (Teretclis 118, opposite the
Elmmdupu metro station), which now houses car showrooms and the lil
quite a bit further to the Didube bus station, which is best reached by metro,
Rather than heading into the wilds of Didube, it's probably preferable to wirn
cither keft to the Tamar Mepis Bridge and Heroes' Square, or right to the Voksal,
where you can catch the metro. The Voksal is a huge brutalist concrete block:

markings, it's not a one-way street - a few marshrutkas do go the ‘w ylg way so
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although relatively few people actually catch trains here, it's the main terminal for
the city's marshrutkas and buscs, and the main market is imme tclyn the
i

southwest, so the whole arca is always heaving with people. Buses and inigibises
1o cities such as Kutaisi, Batumi and Zugdidi mainly leave from 2 & f’t{c
ol 7 [

ide. Behind the Voksal roads lead up past the gypsy palace
a (Thilis Tskalsatsavi), the natural Lake Djairan enlarge
a reservoir (fed by the lori River); there are restaurants and IFW# [Fgspegsiire])
reached by marshrutka 130, but the holiday camps are full of It;fjugs g

noc. really elean, enangh for. swimming. Howstb 1 &
& though you have to bring your own board.

MUSEUMS

National Museum (Rustaveli 3; 997176, 998022; adwission GELS, inc admission to
the ‘Treasury, but you'll also have 1o pay GEL10 for a guide, required for security but well
worth having anyway as fong as she (nsually) speaks a language you can understand; open
11.00-16.00 except Mon) This muscum houses an amazing treasury of largely pre-
Christian gold and silver, as well as ethnographic displays. Whereas the Greeks
preferred filigree decorations and the Persians encrustation, the Georgians chose
granulation (tsvara), with tiny lumps creating texture; they also set their jewellery
with semi-precious stones, such as cornelian (found all over Georgia).

The treasury contains 25 display cases in three rooms; the first 16 now have
captions in English, but detils follow here anyway. A DVD (in English, French,
German or Russian) is available for GEL30,

The first case displays very fine goldwork from Kakheti, made in the carly
Bronze Age; a tiny golden lion with an intricately worked mane, dating from 2600~
23008C, is one of the most remarkable picces in the whole collection. In the second
case is slightly more recent jewellery from Trialeti, including a king's sceptre, a
silver cup with a fricze of religious ritual and hunting, and a gold bowl from about
18008C encrusted with precious stones. The third case displays pieces from Vani,
produced in the 5th cenwury Be, including a superb diadem, earrings, and
necklaces, including one with 31 tiny wrtles (symbolising longevity) hanging from
it, and others with swastikas. The fourth case is similar, with very fincly granulated
necklaces, bracelets and an enamelled pendant, the oldest in Georgia. The fifth case
houses pieces of the criod from Racha and Vani: diadems, bracelets, signet
rings, and coins imitating Greek and Roman originals. In the sixth case is jewellery
from Iveria, also from the Sth century B¢, including silver bowls and earrings and
cold buckles and sheep’s-head rings, and more of the same in the seventh case,
inclu lovely pair of gold pendants showing horses with a type of harness only
wsed in Georgia, and a necklace of frogs (symbolising fertility),

The eighth case leaps forward 1o the 2nd century AD, and a tiny part of the
Hellenistic-style Miskheta weasure, such as the gold and comelian signet of
Asparuch, and a sheath for a gold sacrificial dagger. The ninth case houses jewellery
f cen’s tomb at Miskhieta, from the same century, including a diadem of
gold and garnet, a ring of gold and amethyst showing Actacon’s death, a necklace
of gold, garmet and turquoise, and very sophisticated high-relief silver bowls from
. In the tenth case are some of the contents of the tomb of the same queen’s
who died aged 21 towards the end of the 2nd century; these include a
amethyst sheep’s head containing two of her milk teeth, as well

lace
a5 agate scent bottle

By the carly 3rd century, granulation was giving way to encrustation, and gold
scrved mainly as a support for precious stones. The eleventh case contains an
assortment of siver bowls and gold jewellery from 3rd-century Bagl
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legs, made somehow from a single unseamed picce of silver. I the | ase oak
leaves from a king’s funeral crown symbolise royal power:in_the' Hifs€epsy case,
from carly 4th-century Kartl, there are more gold oak IEHN Aj/m-g.
bracelets, coins, and a nereid and dolphin carved in one picce of néte and set in
gold, The fourteenth case houses more leaves, earrings andbsawlfd il Briclées of
Jet and garnet, from the first half of the 4ch century. 4, [12,% [| /] 114 J 5

In the next room, the fifticenth case displays a huge p
buckles bearing big blacks of cornelian, and a golden house from
i and birds on the roof. The sixteenth case holds silver pitchers and
unusual inlaid gold necklaces, and the first crasses in Georgian jewellery. The
seventeenth shows evidence of Georgia's history as a crossroads of trade, with
Persian, Greek, Roman and Byzantine co ery carliest days of
coinage; the cighteenth has 11th- and 12th-century pieces incly St George and
the St George cross. In the nincteenth case there's a 13th-century icon of the
Archangel Gabricl, showing the use of classical Greek-style colouring; the
rwentieth case covers the 12th and 13th centuries, the heyday of Georgian national
culture, with a silver jug and an imposing gold relicf of God the Father, Mary and
John the Baptist, both with inscriptions in Georgian.

In case 21 are the 15th-centary silver bowl of Alexander 1 and a 12th-century
silver jug with writing that modern Georgians can still read, telling how the jug was
sacrificed as a token of esteem for their ruler. In case 22 arc items such as silver
bowls donated to clergy in hope of divine or practical favours; the late medieval
items in casc 23 show Persian influence (with hints of Arab and Mughal styles).
Cases 24 and 25 contain coins, first with Oriental and the second with Western
influence i . German and Russian inscriptions, and from the
Transcaus n Republic of 1918-20.

On the ground floor are a room of carpets (Iranian, Azeri, Turkmen and Afghan)
and a small room with a very modern display (sponsored by B and including a
film) of the carlicst hominid relicts found outside Africa (at Dimanisi) including
the skull of a twothless old man who survived for years after losing his teeth,
suggesting care for the elderly and hence compassion and social structure,

Upstairs there’s a display of history from 1801 to 1921, including swords that
belonged to Irakli 11 and to Napolcon, as well as other weapons used in the wars
with Persia and Tarkey. There's also the Georgian capy of the Treaty of Gurgicvsk
(1783} in a case with a bullet hole from the civil war of 1991-92, The next room
covers agriculture, crafts and industry, with displays ranging from wine vesscls to
an ol pump from the Rothschild refincry in Batumi. The new Museum of Soviet
Occupation covers the period from 1921 to 1991, with film and newsreel (in
Georgian only) in the first room, followed by a disturbing walk up a long carpet to
a Salin-cra desk from where you might leamn your fate. There are images,
documents and items depicting the brutal Soviet rule that led to 30,000 Georgians
being shot, 400,000 deported and another 400,000 killed in the Great Patriotic War,
with examples of prominent musicians, artists and poets lost in Stalin’s terror.

The cthnographic displays are another flight up, the first room h ing weapons,
household implenients, jewellery, ceramiics and musical instruments from the first
half of the 19th century. The second room has a display of tetiles, including the
range of natural dyes used, as well as reconstructed peasants’ and nobles” hotses,
and the third room houses a wine press in an oak trunk, a sort of harrow used for
remaving the outer husks of corn, and a huge mill for pressing sunflower seeds.

including two mystery items, perhaps metal covers for the feet of L\?c— or chair-

Art Museum (Gudiashilis 1; ™\ 996635, 999909; adwission GEL1.50, plus GEL3 for
the Ticasury, plus GEL1O for the indispensable guide (o to the room belind the kassa on the
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vight o find your guide); catalogues are available in English, Frenh and German foy Gf
opent 11.00-16,00 exeept Mon) Housing the Treasury of gold- and skyéry
cloisonné enamel from the Christian era, the Art Museum is if an ovds g
amazing than the collection in the National Museum; the .m h
western European, Russian and Georgian paintings from the Renajssange-opwards.
s g L :: I7 . §l

e T ol ot isstiet b Blcsnis oo et S el
Treasury. Naturally most of the exhibits are icons, in fine goldef/ ksl bk
of St George, who is often shown lancing the Roman Emperor Diocletian rather
than a dragon or devil, as a symbol of the triumph of Christianity over paganism:
St George is also shown being tortured on the wheel. Three-dimensional
sculptures of the saints were forbidden by the Ordiodox Church, but relicf was
permitted. Encaustic enamels. in which the colours were mixed with wax, were
(from the 6th century) another speciality. reaching a peak in the 10th to 12th
centuries: the technique of firing them so that the colours were melted, but not the
gold frame, was lost in the 15th century.
™ The collection has many highlights, firstly the chalice from Ber
made in AD999, with a fine relief of Christ, the Virgin and Apostles: and the 11ch-
century fondo from Gelai lar, silver plague with 2 high relief of St Mamai
on a lion. Queen Tamar’s pectoral cross has almost mystic significance for many
Georgians, as a tangible link with one of their greatest rulers; it was made at the end
of the 12th century, of gold set with emeralds, rubsies and pearls, and has a 13th-
century starotech or holder. The icon from Ancha was cnamelled in the 6th century
and brought to the Anchiskhati church in Tbilisi in the 17th century; its frame was
made for Tamar in the second half of the 12th century, with a grape motif that
never repeats itself. The wings of the frame were added in the 14th centry, well
afier the Georgian Renaissance but stll proof of good craftsmanship, while the
cherubim on top are from the 19th century.

The Khakhuli triptych has a similarly tangled history: the head of Christ s a 6th-
century encaustic wax painting, to which the Virgin (the largest picce of cloisonné

the world) was added in the 10th century. These, with 115 eloisonné
emamel medallions dating from the 8th-11th centurics, were set in a gold frame
(with gilded silver wings) in the first half of the 12th ccntury, after it was brought
ati from Khakhuli, now in Turkey The Russian Governor of Imeretia,
Levashev, tore out much of the gold and jewels in 185%; only the Virgin's face and
hands have been recovered. The Martvili Icon of the Virgm, dating from the first
half of the 12th century, is of gold with small enamels of the Evangelists in the
carners and in the middle of the right side a medallion of St Peter from the 9th
cenury, the oldest known Byzantine enamel. The 15th-century ross of Gori<jvari
is 2m all and bears 16 silver plaques, with reliefs of St George.

After the 12th century, Georgian metalwork lost its way somewhar, although
aood pieces were produced again from the 15th century; from the 16th centy
icons from eastern Georgia show Persian influence, with floral motifs rather than
vines

By the 18th century cmphasis was on secular jewellery; there’s a display of the
Jewels of Katarina Dadiani, daughter of Alexander Chavchavadze, and the
possessions of other notable familics, including a three-litre khansi or drinking
horn, karkara wine jars with a spout twisted to make a glugging noise, silver fire
shovels, David IV's stirrups (11th century), Irakli 11's spectacles (18th century), a
royal glass stamp, a travelling inkset, and an 18th-century Iralian marble table.
Weapons include Vakhtang VT's shield (18th century), and the sabre of Tamar’s
grandson (13¢h century).

From here you can go downstairs to the collection of Iranian art in the basement
(including 16th-19th-century miniatures, and carpets), or upstairs to Georgian and

(in Abkhazia)
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Western painting. Although there’s plenty of good stuff here, it's nzr,ra umble.
Most of the 18th-century works are somewhat naive in style ~but, inffgAter 19th
nflucnce of French art can clearly be seen, as Ms dfipaphount

c ¢ lwnrkx are 16th-century icons from M'“U‘“ﬂ?}]jj); pwed
by a 17th-century Italian portrait of a senator of the Cyn IIW &h-
c Flemish and German portraits. There's 2 Wing J

Ky abstracts. Russian painters who are sl Im:vwn i
the West include S F Shchedrin (1791-1830), 1 E Repin (1844-1930), V A Scrov
(1865-1911) and Z Sercbryakova (1884-1967).

There's some very interesting 20th-century Georgian are here: first some
intense thickly painted Modernist works, then lighter Modernism including works
by Kikodze, Djokidze and other rather decadent painters of the 1920s, ¥
David Kakabadze, with a remarkable range of styles, notble the abstract Decorative
Landscape whi a masterpicce. There are five paintings by Elena Akhvlediani (a
curious mix of darkness and idealism), seven by Lado Gudiashvili, seven absorbing
symbolic works by Shalva Kikodze, and seven more by Mose Toidze.

Then, famously, come two rooms of naive Rousscau-esque paintings by Niko
Pirosmani depicting Georgians feasting, dancing. singing and drinking, There's 2
couple more rooms of works by lesser Georgian artists, sadly suffering from heat
and humidity, leaving them faded, dull and drained of impact.

Next door is the “architectural gallery’, ic: a barely labelled collection of caj
mosaics and copies of frescoes from the 5th century onwards,
models of churches,

The Museum of the History of Thilisi (or Carvasla) (Located in fire caravansaraf at
Sionis 8 N 725126, 721706; admission GEL3; open 11.00-16.00 excepr Mon) Here
you can see a range of interesting exhibits, from 4,500-year-old ceramics from
Avlabari, through 10th-century manuscripts, to photographs of 19th-century
Thilisi and dingy models of balconied houses and churches in old Thilisi. The bulk
of the text is only in Georgian, but captions are also in Russian and English. The

i che history of communist Thiis) non
like the damp-smelling

The Museum of Georgian Folk Architecture and Daily Life (also known as the
nographic Museum) (Vake Park; Y 230960; admission GEL3 (GELO.50 for
Georgians), plus GELI0 for an entirely aptional guide; open 11.00-16.00 except Mon) The
lower houscs, nearer the entrance, are furnished and open, while those further up
can usually be safely viewed from a distanc ‘ﬁm Il see three roof types: thatch in
western Georgia, red channel 1

Going around to the left {clockwise), you' 15 come first to a big open-plan house
from Abacha in Mingrelia, with a slecping platform; then a farmstead. also from
Mingrelia, with attractive wooden panelling around a buldhari or chimney. An 18th-
century house from Imereti is built of logs on a stone base, also open-plan with a
central chimney; above (in Guria), which has an ingenious
babywalker on the ve n use, The shorter route back passes
another Imeretian house, with the traditional Georgian marani or winestore; the
alernative is tw climb up the hill to a restaurant by the road, near large and
impressive houses from Adjara and a Svan def wwer on the ridge. Returning
dawn the hill you'll pass a house from Teliani (near Kaspi) just before the ruined
6th-century Church of Sionis Tianeti and a row of tombs (one, with an inscription
in Old Georgian, under glass); heyond this a stone building half-set into the
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hillside is from Kakheti. Finally, hidden away right at the bottom is a n?(; llic
stone from Abkhazia, %, /‘
You may find Ivan Togonidze at wark in the smithy, where el
es, or Gia Akhvlediani (great-nephew of mc, rmmu uaZ’
elling his woodcuts and sketches in the house 1
around you'll also sce odds and ends such as old :lu\skc(s,\vm:i;ifﬂf&si
the fingers while scything, and cots with a pipe leading to a gofer forw .Lm
T nt, Rachis Ubani, open seasonally in a restored house

from Racha.

OTHER MUSEUMS ‘The State Academy of Fine Art (Khram Slavi; Rustaveli 11; open
11.00-15.00 exept Mon) houses temporary art shows from time to time. Just below
i, the State Literature Museum (Chanturia (formerly Georgiashvili) 8 open
10.00-17.00 except Mon) reopened in 1999, but has only temporary displays
upstairs, while dowmstairs is now a commercil art gallery.

HOUSE-MUSEUMS The bese of Th Touse-museums is the home of Elena
Akhvlediani (1901-75) (Kiadieli 12, one flight np and on the right, with posters on the
door): it's currently closed due w lack of funding. If you can get in you'll find a
room with a huge wooden column in the middle, modelled on peasane
architecture, as well as small wooden galleries, and hanging rugs. Akhviediani's
paintings are hung up to five high on the walls, and yowll also sec cxamples of her
theatre and film designs and book illustrations, as well as photos and mementocs.,
Although not the most challenging of artists she did have a very wide range of
nd is loved for her warm depictions of daily life.
¢ arc two other artists’ house-muscums in Thilisi, but they arc hoth
aceupied by decidedly eccentric ladies who are very reluctant o open up without
prior booking. Your best bet is to ask the folk at cither the Art Museum or the
Akhlediani house to phane for you. One is the home of David Kakabadze
(1 9:34372; Kakabadze 1a, just above Rustaveli Sq), whose stuio has been described
as “a splendid room filled not only with paintings but with drinking horns, daggers,
sheaths, ceramics, carly Georgian jewellery and metalwork, and beautifully
engraved Persian jugs’,
The other is that of the fantastical Ladn Gudiashyili (
below the Kashveti church). There i
here
2007; see also the dandyish statue of Gudiashvili in the aujm..c (s..mm.wn.)
corner of Alexandrov Park.

sudishals 11, jus

( GARDENS

(€3 for foreigners, although ir's quite casy to get in for the local rate of GELI; open
10.00-19.00 except Mon) These gardens are one of Thilisi’s least-known treasures,
4 beautiful place to wander for an afternoon, with both cultivated beds and
grcenhouses and wilder quicter arcas higher up the slopes. The main entry is at the
top of Botanikuri, above Gorgasali Square, and it can also be reached by paths from
the second hairpin of the Kajori highway, at the junction to the Sololaki Ridge, or
near the Kartlis Deda stawe; if you enter this way guards will send you down to the
Main gate (o pay.

The gardens were cstablished as a royal pleasure ground in 1636 on the right
bank of the Tsavkistiskhevi (Fig Ravine), with a natural waterfall, and became a
municipal garden in 1801, growing vines, vegetibles and fruit. In 1843 it was taken
over and expanded by the Russian Viceroy Mikhail Vorontsov (who also founded
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the lovely gardens in Yalta), using the stecp valley, and a Mn-.\m\;cuyl;;f\t and in
the 18905 1t became an academic body, publishing its. procEedings /ﬁrf seod
exchange list from 1895, and the Bulletin of the Tbilisi Botaric Gardei/fram (905
from 1897 it was organised into bio-regional sections (suchlas pinig frove,fsaline
soils, and Turkestan). In the Soviet period it exp
sweam and became more practical in outlook, as well as opepingsag ; ’_j(-u-'
and Zugdidi. Tiken over by the city in 2000, it was desy mmwrs J,d

14 terrible state "!d‘m'uu.rc\uwrlh\'nln.mllIinimnI\‘.mlnh\'\h Ihuc‘lrcxul\
virtually no labels on plants and no signs or mag

In its 128 hilly hectares (of which 85ha are cultivated) there are 4,900 specics,
including 2,300 species and forms of trees and shrubs, and over %00 species of
tropical and subtrapical plants in houses. Local p the gardens mainly
as a venue for picnics and wedding photos; an EcoCentre, funded by the
Worldwide Fund for Nature, is being sct up here, as a key part of an environmental
education programme.

There’s a fine specimen of Piuus pithyusa (Pitsunda pine) inside the entry, from
where a gravel path leads up the valley to bridges below I1; the main
building and greenhouses 1o the left, with a winding asphalt
road continuing up the valley, not very interesting at first with ficlds and scrubby
shrubs, as well as some succulents and thorny shrubs, and some hidden gardens

nded on ] m]i}JwrlUMu:n the

aps.

e W

re across the valle

stumbled across at random
the head of the valle
untended scrub of birch or

you'll enter conifers (with bamboo) and then
Ider, ending at a locked gate. Here you're above the
roof of the Sololaki Cor ntre, and not far from Thilisi Horizont
). a g ity that's visible all the way from the airport road. The
gardens’ saviour Bidzina Ivanishvili appears to be winning a lawsuit against it, and
it may be demolished. It's possible to loop back to the left, below the cliffs, or w0
the right down a cypress alley (on a gravel path).

Thilisi’s zoo (at the Heroes' Square roundabout; admission C
criticised for its small concrete-floored cages, and cqually has no money and has
lost many of its animals. Under new management since May 2006, it has moved
the animals 10 more sutable housing and opened a veterinary centre. At the
moment it ts, zebras, gibbons, baboons, bears, hyenas and
peacocks, and also a kul» Eummr with dodgems and the like, which needs 1o be
moved away from the animals. It was planned o move it to Lake Lisi, sbove
Saburtalo, but a US$60 million resort is now o be built there by 2011 (at present
the lake is full of weeds, and the cable car from Nutsubid
should be a pleasant outing in a few years).

0.50) has been

s inoperable, but it
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When you follow the routes westwards from Thilisi, you pass through the
heartland of Georgia, beginning with Miskheta, the country’s spirimal capital. Most
tourist agencics in Thilisi run day trips to Mrskheta and Gori, with your car or theirs.

MTISKHETA
Named after Miskhetos, son of Kartlos, and overlooked by Mount Karili,
supposedly still home to the soul of Kartlos, Mtskheta (pronounced ‘Skayta’,
with the first two letters more or less silent) is at the absolute heart of Georgia's
spiritual identity. Inhabited for over 3,000 years, the site at the confluence of the
Mutkvari and Aragvi rivers was the centre of the pagan cult of Armazi (the
Georgian version of the Zoroastrian fire god Ormazd of Persia), adopted in the
4th century BC by King Parmavaz 1 of Kartli, who established his capitl 2km
day Muskheta. It was known to the ancient Greeks as
ny as i nd is now A ikhe (Armazi castle).
There are traces of older Hittite and even Sumerian cults; the surrounding
Iilltops all housed pagan shrines which have now been replaced by churches.
From the 4th century 8 until the 5th century AD this was the capi l of Iveria
(present-day Kartli), th of the royal family’s conversion to Chri

continued as seat of the Georgian Church until the 12th century. The town’s
churches are included on UNESCO's World Heritage Li
The main cathedral, though no longer sc

d,

more
es the town
ghway across

(now little more than a village Iy

thi e ‘e anathice s aciont cherch o Mibhets;apd dic Jvari church,
high on a crag acrass the Aragvi, is one of the most architecrurally important in
orgia, setting the pattern for virtually all those built in the following centurics.

GETTING THERE Ar the Didube bus terminal there’s always a marshrutka (GEL1)
loading for Miskheta, as well as about 15 buses a day (GEL0.60). Buses also leave
roughly every half hour for Gori and most hours for Kutaisi, passing below the
Jvari church. There are 15 trains a day cach way between Thil ori, and all
Cexcept the Batumi day trains halt at Muskheta, although the station is hardly
central; this is a far easier way to get here from the west than bus or marshrutka,

Buses cross the Didube Bridge heading for the statue of King David the Builder
(and a spectacular stawe of St Nino above) where they join the main highway. If
you come directly from the city centre along Gamsakhurdias Avenuc you'll first
pass the maost striking picce of modern architecture in Thilisi, the Ministry of
Transpore, compased of towers and horizontal blacks of offices built into and out
of the hillside in 1977, the modernist effect now spoile by the new (traditional-
style) church m front
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After the usual outskirts clutter of restaurants and petrol stations, m!.‘:clh 3
a rash of development associated with the new US embassy (the
building away to the right), the dual-carriageway leaves the city lifiris at
swings left along the righvsouth bank of the Mtkvari {paim:g the
Avchalskaya hydro-clectric station, built in 1927 and now J'I

fashioned). After just 2km, the Jvari church is signed (in Latin

still 7k away and you shouldn’t get off the bus hereffkgse Tkl
to the turning to Meskheta, which takes off to the right and goes under the main
highway just before it crosses the Mtkvari. Coming by road from the west you
should get off here, immediately after the bridge, and go 200m west to a bus stop;
marshrutkas from Thilisi are often full, but there will eventually be a bus.

It's a deceptively long walk into town from here, following the river past the
town. then after 40 minutes crossing a bridge (with what scems o be a sttue of 2
skarcboarding eagle at its south end) and doubling back. The main highway passes
below the Jvari church, high on its rock, crosses the Aragvi at km325.5, and meets
the local road from Mrskheta after a pedestrian underpass leading to bus stops on
the highway: ir's another couple of kilometres to the flyover at the start of ¢
Georgian Military Highway, just before the km28 marker,

Miskheta and the Jvari church are quite close as the crow flies, but they're
sepatated by the Aragvi River if you don't have a car the casiest option is certainly
o take 2 taxi from Miskheta to Jvari (GEL10-12, including waiting time), but you
could also take 2 bus along the main highway from Thilisi (for instance, to or from
Gori or Kutaisi) and ask 1o be set down at the roadside immediately below the
church, at about km21, from where you can hike up in about 15-20 minutes. The
road takes a long looping route, ending at a large car park, with a tiny drinks stll
ct below it
you've scen the church (see below), it's possible to descend, either by the
road, or dm(lly down the northern hillside by a clear 4x4 track that turns left off
the tarmac road just off the top. Once on the flat cut straight across the meadow
ding for the giant advertising bottlc outside the Aragvi restaurant on the far side
of the highway (you'll have to cross the dual carriageway on the level, bue this
shouldn't be too hard); itll tke 3045 minutes cach way. A path leads down
immediately between the Aragvi and Khideshelis restaurants to a lombrldgt' (where
locals swim); there’s also a cable ferry from the Aragvi restaurant just o the lefe.

Once you're across the river, trn right along the road and then cut through to
the leff to the road past the derelict campsite, or continue for five minutes along
the road to the open-air theatre below the carly-medieval castle of Bebris-tsikhe,
This rises beside the road between the historic village and the modern town of

but it’s

]
ﬁ‘.‘.!‘“"‘h_‘

typical commumist blocks, set tactfully (for once) 1-2km to the north; from the
castle it takes ten minutes to walk to the lefsouth to the Samtavro church. Going
from the centre to Jvari, head north past Samtavro church, turn right around the
north side of the derelict Univermag shop, right following the tarmac road past the
former campsite, and right again at the junction to find the footbridge on your lefe

IN HISKHETA Encering by road from Tbilisi, you'll uen right by the railway station
t0 cross the river (where the foundations of Pompey's Bridge, dating from 65sc:,

are visible when the water is low) and swing right o continue for 1km (past the
former Motel Miskheta, now full of refirgees from Abkhazia) to the post office at
the start of the one-way system. You'll see the cathedral on your right before
reaching a plaza with the Arma a colourful fresco depicting
Georgian history) on your lefi; it's built aver the remains of the Old Town gates,
visible through the glass fagade. If you sce the Samtavra church to the left it's time
0 getoff,
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Buse:

back to Thilisi return past Samtavro and the cinema md lopg Davit

Agmashenebelis, the next road up the hill, passing the United Greol at No
37. There’s no ATM here, but there is one at People’s Bank, DPposil 0. A
tourist information centre is planned opposite the cathedral {whe nts

and souvenirs’ shops have appearcd), and until then you can mme. g;:l) s Iln.
Tourism Department of Miskheta-Tiancti Region ‘”""ﬁf Lo
322530, 322170). The Miskhetoba Festival, usually atc ek

Cathalicos as well as 100,000-plus others, is held in October; llumwlg\-.lFuhval
of Performing Arts in carly June

7 WHERE T0 STAY
£ Hotel Miskbeta Palace (8 rooms, 3 suites) 200w sauna, & 3 dbl oo with AC, ¥ & 2 gond
off Davit Agnashenebelis at the north end of the bathroom with todetries & hairdeyes, § lasger ones
bridge;  H1020; £ 911717; & muskberapalns@ & 3 suites with massage shower, like a wertical
pouta g, hgeiaabi myweb gimekhezpals, This  acuni, all inc bifst, Db GELY 50, lorge b
moders botel proides the uny accommodaon now  GEL20O,sue GEL300.
available in Meskbeta, It has 2 covered pool &

€ WHERE TO EAT There are next to no services in Miskhets; once upon a time a
restaurant opposite the cathedral gates supposedly served the best shashlik in
Georgia, but if you go around to the left from the gates you'll find the rather run-
down Café Guga at Ansuvidzis 23, opposite a fine but neglected garden. There's
also the Tamariani restaurant by the river at the entry to Muskhet and the
Armazi, by the highway bridge and junction. The Salobio restaurant, about 4km
towards Thilisi by the riverside, has always been a favourite outing for the people
of Thilisi, offering a wide range of traditional dishes such as lobio (for which
Muskheta is famed), chadi, pirozhilei, kinkali, shashlil and khachapuri.

WHAT T0 SEE

Sveti Tskhoveli The cathedral of Sveti Tskhoveli rises on the site of the palace of
the kings of Iveria, to which part of Christ’s crucifixion robe was brought soon
after his death by Elias, whose sister Sidonia died of joy clutching it so tightly that
it had to be buried here with her. The cedar which grew out of her grave was felled
to build St Nino's firse church here, and one 1 supposedly hovered in the air
until Nino brought it down by prayer; in addition miraculous sap is said to have
flowed from it at her behest.

The church derr name of Sveti Tskhoveli or ‘Life-giving Column’ from this;
in any case it could also be said that the name is clearly pagan in origin. The first
church here was built of wood in the 4th century AD; this was replaced in 573, and
the present church was built by Patriarch Melehisidek in 1010-29, incorporating the
tiny 6th-century building, I’ estosurviving church in Georgia. 1t was
damiaged by an carthquake in 1283 and by Tamerlane at the end of the 14th century
before being restored in 1412-31 and 1656, Built just a few decades before the great
Norman cathedrals of England, you may find some similarities in sty

Perfectly proportioned, with its great pepper-pot dome of greenish stone rising
high above the village and the river, it sits in a large squarc of walls added by Irakh
11in the 18th century, with the main entrance to the west. As you approach you'll
see two carved bulls’ heads, which are pagan fertility symbols. Externally, the
stonework is well decorated but not excessively so; note pamcutarly the beautifully
carved trees on the western fagade, and a hand holding a bevel-square over the
central arch of the northern fagade. This illustrates d story of the builder
Arsukisdze's hand being chopped off by his jealous teacher (though there are
warious versions of this story)
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The church has 2 thice-bay nave that scems buge by Georgian)st
incorporated into the second bay to the right is a Mth-century copy.ol hé/2
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. In the next bay is a high-sided17th
pavilion built over the womb of Sidonia, and to the east of this s thep:
stone dhrone, also 17th cencury Immediately ahead you'l find dierqr WJW,#
which three can be idenuficd: the last owo kings, Irakli 11 (|7_1.o‘.b;;§‘é,, ﬁb 5. ;
(1746-1800) lic on cither side of the altar steps, and Vakhtan@éld i
of Thilisi, is the second back from Irakli (and roped off).

The most notable frescoes are in the centre of the south wall of the south
transept, although much is missing: what's lefi of this 17th-century Apocalypse is
a wheel of the zodiac radiating out of a central Chri wre, with the Apostles to
the right and a sea with monsters to the left. Intriguingly, the writer Daniel Farson
states that there were undeniably two flying-saucers painted at eye level on the alear
fresco of the crucifixion, and another over the arch; others felt they were just
ng down. In any case they had been whitewashed over by 1991,

nging here on Saturday and Sunday mornings; knees,
s hair should be covered at all times.

shoulders and won:

Samtavro Just five minutes north, beyond the plaza with the Armazi cinema, the
Samtavro nummery stands on the site of Georgia's first church, which is now a royal
residence and adminiswative centre, with a tiny dth-century chapel (with poor
scocs) in the grounds marking the spot where Nino lived in a log hut. The main
urch of the Redeemer dates from the first half of the 11th century (the dome was
restored after damage by a 13th-century earthquake); the most notable feature is the
tomb of King Mirian and Queen Nana, the 4th-century founders of the Chosroid
dynasty, incongruously set under a 19th-century Italianate marble canopy i the
chureh’s southwest comer, just left of the entrance. Otherwise the church is big and
spacious, with bare walls and some very battered frescacs in the dome and above the
r. Externally, there are good decorative carvings on the north and east walls and the
dome: the bellower (obviously shaken by earthquakes) dates from the 13th century.

Jvari The Jvari (Cross) church stands on a spur of the Sagurami Hills 130m above
Muskheta, and now scems to grow out of the rock. It's one of the finest examples
of old Georgian architecture, a marvellously simple but sophisticated edifice, in
advance of most European co stical architecture of the period. Built betwee
the AD380s and 604 by Staphanoz 1, it was the first “apse-buttressed” cruciform
church, in which the gaps between the arms of the cross are filled by small chapels,
producing a virtually perfect square ground plan; this allows a wonderfully lofty
and spacious interior in which four pillars support an octagonal drum and a round
dome covering the entire central space. It stands on the spot where Nino first set
up her cross overlooking the pagan shrines of Muskhet; the ruins of a late 6th-
century church survive next w the present church. Closed in 1911, it was
reconsecrated in 1988, and still appears partly ruined, the main columns scemingly
hewn out of raw rock. Above the south door is an exceptionally fine bas-relief of 2
pair of winged angels bearing a cross. Inside it is big and bare, with a huge plinth
in the centre bearing a cross, and a low wooden iconostasis.

AROUND MTSKHETA

To the northeast of Miskheta, beyond the main road and the Jvari church, is the
Saguramo Nature Reserve, which is to become the Thilisi National Park in May
2007 and is to be expanded; it's mainly of recreational importance and not very
species-rich, are wolves and bears, and a wildlife rescue centre.
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At km24 on the main highway a road turns to the righvnorth to/Szzuramo,
where there are some luxurious holiday homes and a modern um-:‘Y: L ohn visit
the house-muscum of [lia Chavchavadze, the reformer wlmh:\%m;w. | aint
after his murder nearby at Teitsamouri in 1907 by agents | cities ¢ /m’?‘ Carist
regime or of the Bolsheviks (sec page 171). G | A

From here a track leads about 7k south 1o the monasidfilf Eefadeni lalso
Known as Aktima), set on a hillop at 1.39%0m in the heds{ b 8 14§ iy was
founded by Toane of Zedazeni, onc of the Syrian fathers, who lived here in a cave
from ADS01 0 531; the monastery was built over his tomb in the 7th-8th centuries
and has a 7th-century fresco of St George and the Dragon. loane's disciple founded
Kvema (Lower) Zedazeni at the foot of the mountain, and a three-nave basilica
was built in the ADSG0s and §70s; now reapencd, it's sending out monks to
repopulate other disused monasterics.

In the hills 12km west of Miskheta, the monastery of Shiom-ghvime is built
into the hillside in a spectacularly picturesque manner, though the buildings look
more like a than a monastery; it was founded in the 6th century by the
Assyrian maonk Shio Mgvimeli, another of the Thirteen Syrian Fathers, who
voluntarily spent 20 years in a cave. A church was built over his grave in the 11th
century, as well as the monastery of the Virgin, built by Davic Agmashenel
1103-23, a 12th-century refectory, and a 7km aqueduct at the end of the
century.

There are 1o buses, and it can only be reached by a robust car; the road is signed
(12km) between the Armazi cinema and the Samtavro nunnery. This passes the
Gy nt-Kari churches (both just to the north of the road
and both 17th century), then the Tsminda Demetre and Kaloubiani churches (both
to the south and both 12th century). The first three are within 2km of Muskheta
and make a pleasant walk.

WEST OF MTSKHETA

From its junction with the Georgian Military Highway, the main highway west to
Kutaisi and western Georgia runs to the north of the hills along the north side of
the Mrkvari; it's a fast road dirough fairly empty, featureless countryside, except for
the spectacular 16th-century castle of Ksani visible to the south as the road crosses
the river of the same name at km40.5. Natakhtari is the current end of the four-
lane highway; another 16km to Aghiani are now being trned into dual
carriageway, and the plan is for this to reach the Gori and the Tskhinvali junction
by 2008, Khashuri in 2009, and (optimistically) Batumi in 2011 An alernative, if
you want to meander along rough back roads, is to follow the south bank of the
Mikvari, visiting ruined castles and ancient churches in villages that see almost no
visitors despite being just a few hours from Thilisi.

MAZI The road from Meskheta to Thilisi crosses the Mikvari and wms to the
left; the road o the right/west is unsignposted but soon reaches the station and
continues towards Armazi, Akhalkalaki and, ultimatcly, Gori.

The first station is Armazi, just m on; from here you should backtrack
almost Tkm to the Archacologists” House”, where the site of Parnavaz's capital is
being excavated. On the hillside across the river is the Kaloubiani chapel, off the
road to Shiom-ghvime, but sadly there’s no way across the river here. Virtually
opposite the archacologisis” gate you can take a path diagonally up over the
railway embankment to the km0.3 marker. A path, and for a while a water pipe, run
along the true right side of a dry ravine into low forest of oaks and hornbeams, with
lots of birds in residence. After about seven minutes you'll reach a pool with
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charms tied to the tree branche ¢ path continues bricfly in the stream bed then
beside it, curving to the right. After about ten minutes more the path ¢rd ﬂ}
left bank and forks; if you stay on the right bank and follow t}u ath by

couple of minutes you'll reach Armazi church, a twin-naved bnc u| n:;
now almest wholly ruined. It's a grassy spot visited mainly by cows, aind fhake
lovely campsite. If you cross the stream and fork left, foller n;.:;_v;,g.}q@grgﬂ:eﬂ
climbing up to your right, you'll come in about 20 Wﬁ, ;J
ruined tower of Armazistsikhe, spectacularly set amid (MI-. nN Tt rg

views to the chapels on the hilltops around Shiom-ghvime. It's possible to cl mh
down on the far side of the saddle and loop back to the stream, but I wouldn’t
recommend doing it alone.

AKHALKALAKI AND AROUND At the west end of Armazi village (all modern
conerete blocks) a comical eagle sculpture points the way left under the railway;
the road, fairly well served by buses, soon heads south away front the river through
dry sandy hills, and eventmally reaches Akhalkalaki (New Town — one of many),
¢ there’s an EU-funded home for disabled children at the road junciios
From here a road follows the Tedzami Valley southwest as far as Rkoni, where
there’s a 7th-8th century church (altered in the 1th century), a medieval bridge
and an 18th-century fort,

From here it’s possible to hike or mountin bike through the Algets Nature
Reserve, across the Trialeti Ridge, to Manglisi. A three-day hiking route follows the
Tedzami Valley to Mgebriani and then follows an ancient trail south across the
Trialet Ridge by the Kldeeari (Rocky) Pass to Lake Tsalka, by the main road from
Akhalkalaki (the other, more important onc) to Thil

By the graveyard at the south end of Akhalkalaki is a simple 10th-century
basilica church, with traces of frescoes on its west wall; another 2km to the south
(20km from Kaspi) the ch d
centuries. [€'s a cruciform church, with carved crosses on all four fagade
blind Romanesque-style arcade above the aisle roof line. This is a sertlement of
stone houses which has something of the feel of a real mountain village. It's known
for a priest who was martyred after leading invaders the wrong way to save the
will;

Akhalkalaki is a long thin village with a defensive tower near its northern end;
just beyond this the Gori road continues to the left (passing the Uplistsikhie cave-
city), while straight on to the north its 11km to Kaspi. Its just a couple of
kilometres along this road o the village of Metekhi, where the 13th-century
ique tapering design of pepper-pat dome,
ape within a square plan, with carved crosses
on all four fagades. The other feature of interest in the village is a golden statue of
Stalin to the west of the road just north of the church.

KASPI AND SAMTAVISI Kaspi is a small town with a chemical plant, and a relatively
major stop on the nothing to see and
no services for wavellers. It's 9km south of Igocti, at kim56/496 (from Thilisi/the
Russian border) on the main Thilisi-Kutaisi highway; minibuses follow the valley
from the flyover cast of the rail station; the road signposted from the station leads
up t0 a simple and run-down basilica, and then down to join the main road after a
couple of kilometres, The junction with the highway is marked by the Restaurant
Igoeti (not much good), and about 200m cast (right by the road) there’s a small
Yth-century basilica of brick on stone foundations; about 600m west (still within
Igoeti) is the junction to the superbly decorated church of Samtavisi, definitely a
worthwhile stop for anyone taking the road between Thilisi and Kutaisi. By bus
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this is more easily done castbound, as any bus is likely to scop and take yop on to
il rading
f

Miuskheta and Thilisi, while westbound you'll have to smlg&k‘ \v

destination boards. /

The Samiavisi road continucs straight ahead where the Iui}m\y}
the so-called Curve of Death to the River Lekhura Bridge, and cv
righvnorthwest. The church is soon visible, but is bigger thif 1l %4 Fict
it's about 1.5km away (and 11km from Kaspi). Stick to @g{: it [ppe piyrpush
the village, th Tight where a bridge comies into view ahead, to reach 3 gate
on the north side of the church complex. To the left as you enter are the remains
of the bishop’s palace; the belltower under which you enter dates from the 17th
century, but the church itself is a unified structure dating from 1030-68.
Outside, the north, west and south sides are relatively simply decorated,
although the north side has what seems to be a fake clock: the cast end is richer
(perhaps the best stonc-carving in Georgia), with the two deep recesses that are
typical of Georgian architecture marking the shape of the altar apse within and
the lateral apses on either side. They draw the eye upwards to the incised cross
and the dome above, stressing the verucality of the building. Inside, the church
is high and bare, with the central dome sct on four free-standing pillars that arc
not quite parallel. There are some battered fragments of 17th-century frescoes
in the altar apse, and in the cupola {you'll notice that the figure of Christ is
always the right way up for the priest, not the congregation), and tombstones
dating from the 11th century, If you want to spend more time in the area, there’s
2 fineclooking fart which is casily reached by a track northeast from the next
village to the north.

GORI o
)
The highway from Thilisi to Kutaisi runs several kilometres to the north of Gori,
a fairly unatractive city known above all as the birthplace of Georgia’s most
infamous son, Stalin. Even if you choose to boycort the Stalin Muscum, Gori is
nevertheless the base for visiting the cave-city of Uplistsikhe and several fine
historic churches, 3
There have been forti

| dominating Gori since the first half of
the Ist millennium B¢ the Roman General Pompey besieged it in 65u¢, but there
was no real civilian sertlement here until 1123 when King David the Builder
established a city, partly setdled by Armenian refugees. In 1892, when Stalin was 13,
Gorky described Gori: as ‘quite small, no bigger than a fir-sized village... The
whole place has a picturesque wildness all its own, The sultry sky over the town,
noisy, turbulent waters of the Kura, mountains in the near distance with th
i i e, with its sprinkling of snow
that never melts.” The population at this time was 9,000 at most, but is now 64,000,
with a relatively high proportion of Roman Catholics. It's a largely unattractiv

place, with dogs investigating piles of roing rubbish, which seems largely to sum
up the gory legacy of Stali

GETTING THERE There are regular trains from Thilisi, the fastest taking 1 hour 10
minutes. The town centre lies on the lefveast bank of the river Liakvi at its
confluence with the Mikvari, and its railway station is on the far, south side of the
Mikvari. From here (having seen the statue of Stalin still dominating the waiting
toom), take trolleybus, minibus or new yellow bus route 2, or climb the steps at
thhe west end of the platform to reach the bridges over the tracks and the river and
carry on northwards along Stalin Prospeke for 15 minutes to reach Stalin Square.
You'll know this instantly by the 17m-tall stawe of Stalin, the only survivor of the
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Saviet Empire {although there are still many smaller bu

From ghi

thousands of similar cdifices that once graced every city squre lhmugisnm the

of the square Chavchavadze Street leads west past the theatre to lh‘hus

!

Ty

market within about 500m; some buses leave from a second oy f(? f
e rest. cas for Thilisi (G 1—_H)\nuhy1nrke(k1u<k Cross the
PE

road 0 the west of the bus station
The junction o Gori is
4km more to the centre (G

off at kmd68.5/83.5 if you have your own wheels, or continue to the Tskhiny:

junction, where taxis (GEL6) wait.

™ WHERE TO STAY AND EAT
7 Hatel Victoria Tamar Mepis 76; ™y 370 75586;
m 817 402312; T 70050, To reach the Victoria,
contine south from Stalin Sq towards the rail
station for 300m, then at the lights go 200m or 2
1o the left, o else folow Charchavadze east & then
head saith after the hospital (now taken ver by
the army). Al rooms have TV, shower & fridge: this
is 2 modern building with AC. satellite TV & &
saung, Rooms GEL65-J 50 inc bifast & tox.
£ Hotel Intourist 26 Stalin Av: ™ 72676 This is a
large hotel built in 1959 ta house pilprims to the
Stalin Musevm; its remarkably tasteful (the foyer is
almoit worth 2 look in itself) if now rather tatry
upstairs. Some German is spoken by the managersss,
& the restaurant next door is excellent. It may well
be worth a stopover here just to minimise exposure

OTHER PRACTICALITIES There's a Rio Arabica coffee house fa
srgia ATM just south, symbolising the changes the ciry ha
s also a Bank Republic ATM at the post offi

and a Bank of €
in recent years. Ther

a ProCredit ATM west of the centre (Chardrapa:
he presence of Peace Corps Volunteers for

places around town, due party

km472/80 (about 60km west o
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to the high-price hotels. of Thilisi. Most rooms
(costing GEL20) have cold wates, with shared toilet
& shower, although there are 3 rooms at GELS0
with water heaters, towels & becter locks, & others
ot GEL70 (a bt fess for Georgions)

7 Hotel Gori Jkm from town on the

Toilisi; rr1 270 70818, 827 050266 You'll see this
hotel, the best place to stay in Gori, on the left a3
the bus from Thilsi beging to turn off into Gori; you
can get off & cross the dual @miageway to reach it
15 a wery nice 4-star place, about the standard of 3
European Best Western & much mare afordabl, The
stall speak enough Engls, & there’s 2 good
restaurant, with Geergian dishes from GEL4—6 (or
GEL3D for cavias). Sermiune (with bothraom & TV) dbl
GELSD & huxe (much the same but bizser) GEL1S0.

the Stalin statuc
cen
(Stalin Av 15),
¢ 10) and half-a-dozen internet

training; they also rave about the swimming pool behind the sports school south
of the market,

in 1879, re

massive ltalianate
after Khrusheh denunciatic
in 1989, but school groups co

n of Stal

Square the large Lindscaped plaza of St
replaced the jumble of slummy shacks in which Joscf Djugash
two-room house, then Sobornaya (o Cathedral Strect) 10, in which he was
s beneath a glass-roofed Dorie temple (chought by some to

like a metro station) erected by Beria in 1939, Immediarcly behind
uscum to his memory that was defiandy buile in 1957, the year

AL10, Grorgians GEL3, photo
open 10.30-16.00). To the north o
Avenue, lined with imposing buil

i grew up; the
orn
ore
is is the

and his crimes. This was officially closed

ued 1o be shown around; now the pretence of

09 1y (sauu)) epiyg

closure has endled and it's open to all again.

To the people of Gori there’s little purely political significance to this: Stalin is
simply the only important thing ever to come out of Gori, and is revered as the
strong man’ rather than for his views or deeds. There's no doubt that the locals are
far two quick 1o overlaok mense crimes, but you would in any case be foolish
o expect any mention of the gulag or the Ukrainian famine in a muscum like this,
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on climate change.

Captions arc in Georgian and Russian only, but detailed fa
not likely to be your objective here. The displays are upstairs ‘ st for dfals
with his youth and pre-revolutionary career - it's remarkable syt 2 g on! ke
youth Stalin was (in 2 romantie revolutionary seyle), and b [ ey
writing quite passable poctry, working in secret presses ada g bHOH I
editor of Pravda. In the second room,
gradually becomes more Stalin-like,
eychrows and hair (which prevented s hats from firting for many years). Kali
and Gorky remain prominent, but Trotsky has been cut out of the photos, and
there’s no mention of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact or of Lenin's testament
warning the Communist Party against Stalin (‘a coarse, brutish bully acting on
behalf of a great power’). It was once thought that Stalin might have been a double
agent for the tsarist sccret police in the pre-revolutionary period, but it's less clear
which foreign power Lenin might have been thinking of — quite possibly Britain,
which was vilified for its occupation of Transcaucasia

The third room deals with the Great Patriotic War — even if we can't forgive
Stalin's crimes, we should give him credit for saving us in the war. The next room
is dominated by tributes from a motley collection of world figures such s Kirov,
Ordjonikidze, Tharruri, Barbusse, Roosevelt, Churchill and de Gaulle, and the
muscum culminates with a sort of symbolic lying in state by a bust of Stalin. After
this there are more miscellancous photos, and off the grand swircase a room of
cabinets displaying gifts 1o Stalin. Natrally you can buy Stalin postcards and
badges here. Beside the museum it's also worth glancing at Stalin’s massive pri
rail carriage, on six axles o carry the weight of its armour-platng.

and if you ask you'll be told they're waiting for proof, much like Georgg/ Wy Bush
=

ELSEWHERE IN GORI Immediately o the cast of the bus sttion and market a hill is
dramatically crowned by the Goris-Tsikhe Castle: this is best reached from the
castside, although a path does lead up from the road by the market to the entrance
on the south side of the castle. The best view is from the west, where the walls
form a series of defensive enclosures tumblin ide. Although the
fortifications (mostly from the 7th and 13th centuries) have been rather over
restored, the castle is rather run-down and used mainly as a public tilet arca.
Nevertheless, it offers good views of the Mtkvari Valley, the solid snowy wall of the
Caucasus to the north, and on a high spur across the river to the southwest the 6th-
century Church of Gori-Jvari (openn May-Nov on Tue, with a festival on 6 May).
rebuilt in the 12th century and the 1980s; taxis charge GEL20, although 1t's a
There's also 2 Museum of Martial Glory at Stlina 19 (by a
ceramic relicf orial to the dead of 1941-44 and an cternal flame), which is an
annexe of the Stalin Museum; ask there if you want to visit. There used to be a
Museum of Local History and Ethnography in the Roman Catholic Church of the
Dormition at Lomauri 7, northeast of the caste hill, which has now been tken
over by the Orthodox parish.

AROUND GORI

UPLISTSIKHE Abourt 10km cast of Gori along the Mtkvari Valley, visible from trains
along the main line, is the cave-city of Uplistsikhe. The Silk Road ran along the
hills to the north (hence the positions of Gori, Kaspi and Mrskhera, all on the north
side of the Mitkvari), and Uplistsikhe was a trading centre by at least the 5th
century BC. Later it became mare isolated and was inhabited by nionks unil it was
destroyed in the 13th century by Chinghiz's son Khulagu.
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Over the centuries the

has suffered greatly from the elements, al mllgj\

channels were built to carry off storm water and prevent flash floags)

water was brought 5-6km from a spring just 44m above, througha ql‘
engineered system of ceramic pipes and a tunnel). Most of the cveshive
Jeast partly croded away, so that it takes a considerable feat ..m.\ ma

really understand what the city was like. AL

“The tour of the ruins is only for the able, starting by scr. ml}q I Jq
gram pive 10 e renin of  theatre bt i <he 2, or 3rd By A1 tf’n{féf
with orchestra pit; the auditarium side has now all collapsed intw the river and been
washed away, and the stage roof is held up by concrete pillars. There's even a bread
oven in the middle of the stage. The largest hall in the city is known as Tamar’s Hall,
although Queen Tamar never lived here; its front wall has gone, but it's mlm-wlsc
intact. The marani (wine-storage room) next to it, one of three in the ciry, dat
after her time. There's an underground prison, 8.5m deep, just bdumeuanmll
and to the south is what must have been a pharmacy, with eight layers of storage
spaces (about 15cm cubes), where traces of herbs parchments have
been fonnd. o the north of Tamar's Hall is another hall, now roofless, which was
once a church — there’s very little left except for the stumps of four columns, and a
basin for the blood of sacrificed a
conventional church, a three-nave basilica built of red brick in the 9th-10th
centuries, which survived the Mongol onslaught, although all 5,000 resident monks
were killed. The church’s frescoes were all whitewashed in the 19th century.

On the way back down you'll pass the market, with its stone stalls, and may
finish by going down through a 41m tunnel (designed to be uscd by water carriers)
1o exit on the track beside the river. This leads to a village immediately to the west,
whose inhabitants were removed in 1968 (though a lcast one house is clearly in
use again). You might be tempted 1o set ont 1o walk back to Gori along the north
bank of the river, but you should be aware of the deep gull the way

AWorld Bank cultural heritage project paid for an mterpretation centre (usually
locked), walking itinerary and better guides. At present there are reasonably well-
des, whose services cost GEL20 on top of the tcket price of GEL6
(students GEL180), but they speak only Georgian and Russian. There are plenty
of people flogging posteards, but no real interpretative materials. In addition
cracks are developing in many of the caves, which may crumble away in the next
ten to 30 years unless action is taken,

ey (s20u]) p1gs

Getting there and away A local bus runs every couple of hours from Gori, passing
the railway station (by an odd onc-way system), ng left in the first village,
Khidistavi, and then turning left at an English sign marking Skm to Uphsmkh.-:
After a bridge across the railway the bus heads o the right through the village of
Kvakhvreli (where local electrotreny eall at the station) and follows the river for
1. 5ken; get off where the bus turns right (away from the river), carry on by the river
and head left over the bridge after five minutes. Coming by train from Thilisi (the
Borjomski platforms west of the Voksal), it takes about 1 hour 45 minutes to
Kvakhvreli; turn right off the platform and go about Tkm down the road to the
river, turn right and follow the bus route to the bridge: to return it’s best to wait at
the station and take a bus to Gori if one turns up before a wrain. There are usually
116 taxis waiting at the site. It takes another ten minutes to walk back westwards to
where the road ends at the gate to the ruins (9.5ha in area). It runs below cliffs of
ndstone which act as a heat trap, h bushes in bloom and
o winter, as well as rare lizards and two species of
hamster. The best time to visit is late afternoon or carly evening, when the setting
sun brings a special warmth to the rocks.

1409 ANNOYY
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ATENI SIONI From the road junction at the west end of Khidistavi, an asphalt road,
alsor served by regular local buses from Gori, leads south w Aseri, ol the
lefywest bank of the Tana stream. The village of Patara (or u‘R‘]A‘ crches
from km2.3, with mewl frames training Atcnuri vines out (over, the 48 ffom
almost every house. Ac kmé.5 the tiny Ateni church hides to the Icfe4F the foad;
built of green tuff in the 7th century, with a dome added in tig SR I0H Lafary,
its just Sm by 6m in arca and very sparsely decorated. 11 A

it's another 15k to the church of Aceni Sioni: thisse Ghe +1 ik ol
churches in Georgia, due above all to its setting at a bend of the narrow Tana
Gorge, which is especially stunning in winter. Terraced fields by the river give a
central Asian feel, while just to the south there's a great view down the valley to
Mount Kazbeg. The writer Fitzroy Maclean said of it that it ma

a5 great an impression on me as any [church] in Georgias .. architecturally Ateni
but what struck me most of all was its magnificent

v and strengeh.

s simplici

as built by a certain Todos in the first half of the 7th century in the new style
mitiated at Jvart (Mrskheta) at the end of the 6th centu finer than
at Jvari, and it's in a better state of preservation. The lower parts are in red sandston
i yellow-green tif above. The ground plan is a tetraconch cross, its arms endi
internally in four half circles, with comer rooms rather than aisles and transepes
spacious interior effectively has cight columns, supporting four squinches
relatively low d The fr
famous, with the seargian art.
Externally, the fagade is a copy of Jvari in local stone, 1 the 16t century;
note also the two stags (pagan symbols) in the tympanum of the north door.

In fact it's well worth taking a bus all the way to the end of the road. in the heart
of the rugged Trialeti range, and then back to Ateni Sioni; then you can walk down
to Sioni church and the village to carch a bus back down the valley. Taxis charge
about US$10 return from Gori, including waiting time.

SOUTH OSSETIA Gori is also the base for visits to Tskhinvali, capital of Samachablo
or South Ossetia. There are now no on travel there, with buses and
marshrutkas from Gori and from Th rom Gori to the station of
vali, 3km from the eentre. Driving
the junction is at km4.5, on the highway to the north of Gori,
However, there’s liwtle to see in the eity, which is a drab place of typically communist
concrete blocks. There are pN\N of bullet holes in buildings. and in the main
cemetery it's imteresting to see the port wil war dead. looking like
lithographs on their gravestones. In the Georgian village of Nikozi there’s a Sth-
century cruciform church, rebuilt in the 14th century, and the ruins of a royal palace

It in the 9th and 10th centuries. The former Intourist Hotel, unimproved, is the
only accommaodation, at US$3 per head. However, there’s alking in the hills
to the north, which have largely escaped the crosion of the Kazbegi arca. Roads
continue northwards to Oni in Racha, and towards the Roka tunnel into North
Ossetia, although both are closed to forcigners. The villages immediately north of
Tekhinvali are Georgian-populated and ignore Ossetian rule; Java, the first major
village on the Roka road, is Ossetian and was the epicentre of an carthquake in 1991,

=

WEST OF GORI

Continuing westwards from Gori, within a few kilometres of rejoining the main
road, you'll pass another village church that is well worth a brief halt. The bus stop
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s at the western end of Urbnisi, at km94.2, from where you can follow an ssphalt
roud south through the village until you sce the church to yollr\:l'({(’)iw "
through 2 stone gateway topped by an octagonal brick belltoweryou I kxer
churchyard in which a surprising number of large wine jars are mm/ﬂg‘
church is a relativel —nave basilica, built in the 6th cénturys g€ lowér
part is of stone g e
brick arch-buttresses on either side, an unusual ?;3; il 3
few inscribed stones on the exterior and a high relief cross orF flemrTrd

; in an old railway carriage), a sign shows the
cuming to Ruisi church, a typically Georgian cross-and-cupola church buile in
die Teh to %h censuries.

SOUTH OF KARELI There's 3 group of interesting and attractive churches south of
the Mtkvari berween Gori and Khashuri, at Samsevrisi, Tsromi and Kintsvisiz note
that the ITM/ERKA map currently shows the the wrong places. At km101.5
(km450.5 from the west) a bus shelter stands at the junction south to Kareli, a small
town on the railway on the south side of the Mtkvari. Mimbuses shute the 2km
10 the bridge and level crossing just beyond, and then left to the rail and bus
stations. Buses run hourly to Gori until 16.00, six times a day to Khashuri (the last
at 14.40), and to Thilisi at 08.00 daily. Buses run at 12.00, 15.00 and 18.00 to
Zguderi, to the south beyond Kints

From the T-junction 100m south of the level crossing this road heads
right/southwest to the medern town centre and left at a roundabout. At km2 a
minor road leads right for 2km to Samtsevrisi, at the far end of which two old
churches (visible from the Thilisi-Kutaisi highway and railway to the north) stand
on hillocks on cither side of the road. The first, in a cemetery to the lefysouth, is
a tiny dome church built in the first half of the 7th century, with a small bit of 16th-
century stonework to the southwest; it's a ‘free-cross’ church, with a horseshoe
apse in a cross plan, and is simply a perfect example of its type. The other, about
1.5km from the junction, is a s ple basilica beside the well-preserved ruins
of a 16th-century castle, with a circular underground chamber which could have
been a dungeon or water cistern. The road continues for another 8km to Akalsopeli
(reached by a couple of buscs a day), and perhaps Skm more t Tsromi. The
Church of the Redeemer here, built in Ap626-634, is the oldest of its kind in
Georgia, with four free-standing columns to support the cupola; its roof has
mostly been ruined by earthquakes, but i important as the model for many
churches in Georgia and far beyond. It can also apparently be reached from Gomi,
at about km118 on the main road from Gori to Khashuri and Kuaisi

Continuing south from the ju 2, you'll see a couple of very odd
towers on the hillside to the east, and after 6km more enter the village of Kintsvis
where a sign by a bridge marks a road to the left leading to the Kintsvisi monastery
in 3.5km. With the help of a few short cuts, it takes about 40 minutes to walk up,
climbing from ficlds to oak and beech forest to the lower edge of the conifer belt.
The monastery has reopened, with lots of restoration work under way, and you'll
first pass the priests modern house before curving right up to the church at the
end of the road.

Built in 1207-13, of brick despite standing on limestone hills, the church has a
single-bay nave and aisles, with a large porch to the west and others to the north and
south. The three apses at the cast end are the same length, the central one being
distinguished only by being slightly wider and by its solid stone iconostasis. The
church’s frescoes are absolutely magnificent, if damaged by mould (now being
wreated), in particular the 13th-century Resurrection (a copy of which you can see in
Thilist's Art Museun), and a Virgin and Child in the apse, as well as portraits of
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m,,a\ry and b
painting of the cross
chapel to the west of the main churcl;
on the edge of the hill to the west, with a
esque swirling robe: po
1t's a long way on a very rough road, but theorerically .{,\mll!djmiﬂ&ﬁﬂ w
nue south through the ullmr o Z,nudm and ) iy piyprphey o
mlovani and Timotesubar 5); perhaps a Toute bést stite (n the
hardicr type of moun

con

KHASHURI AND SURAMI Continuing westwards, the main road passes through an
ive district of light industry (although there is the atractive modern Silk
Road Hotel in Agara at km 108/444). and then, from km118, a stretch of road with
several Turkish truck stops, confissingly marked on signs as ‘Camping’ (or Tir-
Park), as well as Lokansasi (Restaurant). There's also a Turkish “Tir Hotel” at the cast
end of Khashuri (km126), just beyond a car-part marker and a new EKO petrol
station, offering the possibility of spending the night in the company of the Tarkish
truck drivers who thunder up and down this road.

Khashuri (pronounced "Hashuri’) boasts glass and textile factories, but its chicf
significance 1s as the junction of both road and rail routes to Kutaisi and southwest
to Akhaltsikhe and the Turkish border. The road passes to the south of the centre,
and ar km129/423 (45km from Gori, 113km from Thilisi, 32km from Borjomi)
reaches the road junction (at a roundabout with a big cross), where the bus station
is located, as well as a 24-hour fuel station and ATM. Fast trains take just under two
hours from Tbilisi (GEL3.80); the station has been nicely renovated, and there’s an
ATM opposite. Marshrutka | runs from the railway station to the roundabour,
about ten minutes’ walk west. Marshrutkas to Kutaisi and Batumi wait just west of
the roundabout, and those o Borjomi wait about 100m down the road to Borjomi
and Akhaltsikhe. The town has no other services or features of interest.

The main road to Kutaisi and the west soon climbs w the Rikoti Pass and into
Imereti; but first it passes through the climatic resort of Surami, which is a far
better bet than Khashuri for food, drink and accommodation. The poet Terent
Graneli was detained in the TB/mental hospital here in 1930-34. First, as the main
road climbs up on to the hillside to the north of the town, it passes a dramatic small
castle, which served as residence of the Dukes of Karthi in carly medicval times, to
the south of the road at km133. This can be casily reached by a lane past a small
brick church, built m the 18th and 1%th centu with barrel domes ~ not the
more recent church just west of the road on a rock in the pine forest. The film The
Surami Fortress, by the Thilisi-born Armenian director Sergei Paradjanow, tells the
legend of a young man built into the castle’s walls to preserve them. There are
scores of wicker stalls baking and selling excellent bread by the roadside (and after
the wnnel there are lots of beehives and stalls selling honey to go with the bread),
n also ask here for a room. In addition the Hotel Surami (Mshvidobis 12;
3 32269) claims to have non-stop light and hot water, and charges around US$30
per persan per night.

After being reunited with the road through the wwn to the left, the road soon
reaches the Rikoti Pass where, at km141 there's a choice of a w L about 2.5km
long (with a toll of GELI for cars castbound only), or the old road over the %97m

pass, 4km of tight, hairpin bends. Tains use a far longer tunnel t the south,
lwdlm, ro Kutaisi via Manglisi and Kharagauli there’s also a back road from
the town of Surami over the Surami Pass (949m) and on beside the railway, which
is recommended only for those with mountain bikes.
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The Georgian Military Highway has existed as a route since before the 15t century
5c, but had only evolved into a bridle track by the time the Russians finally
converted ir, by the Herculean efforts of 800 soldiers, into a cari road in 1783,
In 1829 Pushkin followed this route, s did many other great Ru: 1 such
as Lermontow, Gorky, Tolstoy and Mayakovsky, all inspired in various ways by the
wce. Tn 1846 Shamyl aempted to close the highway in his rebellion against
a, and it was his failure which persuaded the other tribes of the northern
Caucasus not to join him, though his rebellion continued until 1864. The route
finally lost much of its importance with the opening of the railway via the Caspian
coast in 1883, Almost a century later, in 1981, the 2.5-mile-long Roka Tunnel
opened between South and North Ossetia, although n the instbility of these
regions it has not become a major through route.

The Georgian Military Highway still serves as a link to the province of Khevi
(The Valley), around Kazbegi, which lies on the northern slope of the Cauncasus,
and offers the casiest access from T i to the high mountains. Unfortunately the
hillsides are heavily eroded in this area, duc largely to over grazing but also to
tourism, and the road is in an appalling statc for much of its length. It suffers
greatly from snow and ice and the pass is frequenty closed in winter.

weiioan ay|

RTH OF MTSKHE
The highway starts wi er junction just before km28 on the highway from

Thilisi to Kutaisi, immediately 1o the northwest of Miskheta, From here ic's 58km
124km to Kazbeg, and 168km (just over 100 miles) to Viadikavkaz in

“The highway runs along the right/west bank of the Aragvi, in a wide valley
between sandy foothills; just before km3 a side road turns west to Tsilkani, where

a church built as a basilica in the 5th and 6th centuries and remodelled as a
dome chureh in medicval times. Originally founded by one of the Syrian Fathers
in the 4th century, this was onc of the first churches in Georgia, and was famous
for its icon of the Virgin painted by St Luke on a board from Christ's cradle. This
road continues to the Mukhrani Valley, where Ja is produced on what was
the Bagration family estate.

At kmi15.5/1235 another road leads 6km west to Lake Bazalet, formed
according to legend by the tears of the Georgians at the death of Tamar’s child; it's
100 full of weeds for swimming, but fishing is popular. The Hotel Bazaler () 032
934173, 936412) has three double rooms at US$30 each and is planning o build
four-star “cottages’. To the north of the lake is Bodorna Monastery, where the
medieval dome church of St Mary (rebuilt in the 18th century) has a row of hooks
outside for hanging sacrificed sheep, and caves in oddly-shaped yellow cliffs were
used s refuges from the Tatars, Further north (10km from the lake) is Dusher,
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municipal charter late in the h yome

Art Nouveau buildings. From here it's 5km hack to the_(Rurg /v\{l
Highway, at km19. T~ /u

At km26 a minor road s right to follow the Pshavis Aragdvalley w0
Khevsureti (see page 154); the Georgian Miliary Highway tjyes fiovs Bh6ight
bank to pass the Zhinvali Dam at km28: this has flooded theagga ok poyifpamge;
of the Aragvi and the Pshavis Aragvi, where the forested nothitamisides begin o
press in on cither side. Companies from Tbilisi are now organising rafting trips on
the Pshavis Aragi.

which was the capital of the Aragvi princes in the 17th century and rpceived a
18th century; now it's just a small villag %ﬁ(

ANANAURI The highway climbs along the hillside, then drops from km33 to cross
a modern viaduce and reach the amazing churches of Ananauri just before km37
(ie: after km102 from the north). These stand within a crenellated wall at the head
of the reservoir; the village, which stood below, has largely been destroyed and
relocated to the north and, amazingly it was seriously proposed to build the dam
higher and flood the churches too. However, the kind of popular protest
movement that was almost unheard of in Soviet times managed to defeat this plan,

The entrance on the south side of the wall leads you to the lower church, the
larger and more recent of the two crammed wgether here. Dedicated to the
Assumption of the Mother of God, it was built in 1689 and is big and bare inside,
with two pillars supporting the barrel dome, and frescoes of saines and the Last
Judgement on the south wall. The interior was damaged by fire in the 18th century,
and many fine frescoes were lost. However, its carved external decorations are
superb, above all on the south wall where a huge cross stands on the backs of two
dragons, flanked by two vines (being caten by deer) above two odd moustachioed
angels and two lions; there’s another angel up at the top left corner. The Ppagan
clements in the design clearly show Persian influence. There are also stones
carved rams” heads, an older pagan motif, now piled up inside the gateway.

Immicdiately above this church is a 12th-century watchtower: the wall of the
church pressed up a carvings, presumably for the eye
of God alone. Above that is the smaller Hyvtaeba church, built in the carly 17th
century. Although externally of stone, the interior is of brick and it to is bare, with
the remaining frescoes largely ruined by graffiti, mainly Russian. It has a two-bay
nave and aisles, with a barrel dome above the crossing, lit by decp-sct lancet
windows. At the twp of the slope nto the ring wall, is 2 solid tower known as
“The Intrepid’; this has five chambers, one above the other, all made safe with
concrete and connected by wooden ladders. It's well worth climbing to the top for
views of the church domes and the surrounding hills, and you can also walk most
of the way around the batdenients. At the lower end of the complex is a small 17th-
century bell-turret, nowadays looking out over the lake as well as a ruined
Armenian church. Down some steps by dhe bell-trret is a hiding place where
ers could lurk before rushing out to attack intruders.

Ananauri was in the wars many times, most famously in 1717 when Prince
Bardsig, the Eristav of Aragvi, se e e Chanche, Eristav of Ksan
Chanche allied himself with the Lesghians of the northern Caucasus, and captured
Ananauri; he reclaimed his wife successfully, but the Muslim Lesghians burne the
churches and destroyed many of the frescaes

sol

PASANAURI The road continues between thickly wooded hillsides that Fitzroy
Maclean found rather reminiscent of Perthshire. Small villages offer the occasional
café, while footbridges give access to walks on the castern side of the valley. At
km53 you'll see the first of the remaining watchwowers, which once stood at every
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curve in the valley, providing a relay chain of signal stations for ¢

1es of danger.
The only town between Miskheta and Kazbegi is Pasanauri, whic u:n'qn/ﬁahl;ﬂus(

two streets, Rustaveli (northbound) and Kostava betveeh "
v s\
s is a climatic resort at 1,014m, where the White (Tewri) Aragvi Ahe niin
joined by the Black (Shavi) Aragvi from the northetAHE| ) & fie
Black Aragvi is ofien noticeably darker, with the two nw..gnﬁ.ﬂ:ﬁa%ﬂﬁm:‘
merging. There's little to do here other than rest and walR to fhe” Chabaral
Gorge (where there’s 2 waterfall) and the Gudamakari Gorge, and to the
Church of St George of Lomisi, at 3,000m on a ridge to the west: this is the
centre of a pagan cult, where boys are taken at the age of 11 or 12 for initiation, a
ceremony apparently described by the anthropologist Margaret Mead. Ther
accommodation at the old Hotel Intourist (Kestava 60; Y 032 444), nest to a
restaurant in a solid stone building with an auractively carved wooden balcony.

kmbd).

GUDAURI Continuing northwards in the Muulet diswict, the valley is still
relatively wide, with a good new single carriageway alongside the old highway as
far as Gudauri. Near km66 you'll see 2 warchtower high to the left; at km73 you'l
see one to the right and another pair ahead, and near km74 there's a tower to the
lefi and a chapel and then a tower o the right. The road passes through the village
t km75-76 (followed by stalls selling comical sheepskin hats), then
the village of Mleti, at 1.410m. At about km80.5 there’s another
tower to the west, and after Zemo (Upper) Mleti (1,556m), where there’s a spring
and roadside stalls selling drinks, woolly socks and sheepskin hats, the road climbs
640m up the Mleti chff, with the help of six hairpin bends. As you climb, the High

1

Caucasus finally comes into sight, first the Red Mountains, and then the S
i ed volcanic rock. Near the wp (j
ing platform with metal rails giving great

Brothers, bath massive ranges of
roadside shrinc at a hairpin is a vi
views as you lean out over the abyss.

At the top is Gudauri, a scattere
highest scetlement on the Georg
resort.

™ Where to stay

A Cress Pass Hotel (12 rooms, 3 suites) ¥ 031
3446 1 899 SIOB0H; & botel @ crompass ge.
Up the hill at the entrance to Gudawri village
(150m from the chair Kif), this hotel has rooms
with satellite TV & AC, a5 well 25 3 suites & a
cottage, 2 sauna, jacur, & 2 restaurants; horses &
mountain bikes are on offer in summer. Winter
rates sgi US$45-21, dbl US$84-124.

2 Daisy Guest House (4 rooms) m 899 507606,
Behind the Coca-Cola sign at the raad junction, this
guesthouse has 2 twins & 2 4-bed rooms. USS3S

2 Hotel T (12 rooms] 1 899 982894;

worw gudauriresort.com. All rooms en suite with
satellite TV, Intermet, billards, sauna & 2 shuttle to
the lft Sglidbl USS 100 in winter; USS45/50 in
summer.

% Hotel Gudauri Alpine Hut m 899 212291, 899
398123; www.gudauribut.com. Db rooms US§35 en
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Ossctian village which is, ac 2,196m, th
Military Highway, and Georgia's main s

ter a

suite, USS2S sharing focikies in winter, US$25120 in
summer), plus dinner (USS5) & scuna (LSS 5).

5 Hotel Ozone (20 rooms) ™ 543494/7;

€ tugshi@ aucasus.net; www.omon ge. Sauna. En-
sute rooms USS30-45 pp inc 2 meas, parking &
free shutte to the HE

7 Hotel Pasorama (10 rooms) i 899 330003,
$99 00075; e info @ skibouse-panarama.com:

e skibouse-panorama.com. Run by a paraglider
pil, this hatel i S00m from the char K al
rooms bave satellite TV. It also has a minibus, 2
snal pool & sauma. Rooms from USS100 F8.

£ Hotel Shamo (10 rooms) 1 899 500141, 899
F92924; wwwallgudauri ge Slidbl UISSE0i85 HB.
% Hotel Shino (10 rooms) m 899 565913, At
kmf2, just belore the police pust (with an English
sign). an asphalt road tums rght, leading s 2
couple of hundred metres to this bigginh chaletstyle
buiding with 3 cosy lounge & envsuite twin rooms,




US$30 per room, plus meols at about USSS each.
% Sao-lna 1 &1 1 899 575387, S57309.
Immediately across the ar park from the
Sporthatel this ine is very frendly & considerably
cheaper; it consists of ) cottages each with its own
dining room & freplace. USS25 pp FB.
A SportHotel Cub Gudauri (18 rooms, 44 suites)
30 200900; m 899 559220, 899 ST 11
02901 € botel @gudaur ge; www.gudauri ge. The
hotel entrance is at about kB9 (2hrs from
Didube; 1,990m, by a Coca-Cola billboard. The only
Westem-style ski hotel/resort in the country, this 4-
star establishment was buit by an Austrian
entreprentur in 1988, It struggled to survive in the
absence of direct fights from western Europe to
Thilisi bat it may now have a brighter furure. ht

offers all the comforts required of 2. hotel bt s
dlass, induding an indoor swimeimg-podl

courts, gym, sauma & jaam; przé\nf‘/

established for skiing (with the Iifs s
immediately behind the hotei, iy b

for walking in summer. Yoy % ﬁmﬂ _&ﬂﬁ ﬁ%‘n
Hlpin Travel (PO Bax 14.9555 J
Switzerkond; \ +41 81 720 2121: +4) 81 720
2120;e at@olpintravelch; www alpintravelch), who
operate heli-skiing packages. Summer rates sgl
US380, twin USS 130, dbl suite US§ 175, with FB &
wse of aff focities; winter rates are about 40%

higher
£ Hotel Truso (14 rooms) m 899 507606, 899
250044; @ hotetruso @ gmailcm. 100m rom the
Vs P8, saelite TV & sauna. Sglicbl USS801 20,

Hostels Opposite the Hotel Shino (see above) is a very cheap ski hut where beds
cost about USS8 cach — ask for Nikola. From here you can hike onwards and
follow the chairlifis up to reach the Khade Hut (m 899 500105), at 2,650m by two

dio masts, in about 40 minutes; also known as Kosta's Chalet, this is busy with
skiers in the daytime and quiet and cosy in the evenings. There's communal
accommodation here at US$50 with three meals, and you're guaranteed to be the
first on the slopes in the morning,

What to do The Sukhia ski race, effectively the Geargian championship, is held here
in odd years (in even years it’s in Bakuriani). Good Doppelmayr chairlifts run
northeast from the SportHotel t the Khade Hut (2,650m) and on to the col at
2.860m between the stony Mount Kudebi (3,006m) and Mount Sadzele (3.307m),
from where skiers have a vertical drop of almast Tkm. There are 19km of pistes, the
longest Skm, with plenty of snow at least until the end of April. It's not much further
north to Mount Sadzele, and heli-skiing is available from 4,200m. It's possible, on
foot or harseback, 1o go in about three hours from the Khade Hut to the Khade
Gorge (1,600m), which still has more than 50 defensive towers in seven villages; a
12km dirt road leads down to Kvesheti on the highway below the Mleti chff,

INTO THE TERGI VALLEY From Gudauri the road (in awful condition) dips briefly
down and passes through an avalanche gallery into the Devil's Valley, which as the
poct Lermontov explains is really a mistranslation of Frontier Valley: above to the
right is the original Russian road, which makes a pleasant short hike. To the left of
the road a large viewing platform (and a small one without rails, to be oided)
looks over the ‘Stone Chaos’ of the Gudaur Abyss and the ‘zebra-striped” summit
of Gud-Gura. If the view is too much for you, there's a 70m-long S t mural on
the inside of the platform, created in 1983 to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the
Treaty of Gurgievsk; some of the colour has gone but the outlines are clear.

From here it's not far up to the Jvaris Ughelt or Cross Pass, better known in
Russian as the Krestovy Pereval (2,379m, 127km from Tbilisi); open only from
May o November, its the highest point of the route and there arc many fine
descriptions, notably by Lermontov and Dumas, of the struggle to cross the pass in
foul weather, To the ease of the present road stands the cross crected by Yermolov
in 1824, replacing the so-called Tamar's Cross, in fact erected by King David the
Builder; this stands on the old road, rather higher than the present one, and is
ble from the Devil's Valley at the top of a stecp risc,

147

H 10 HIYON ey Lienpy ueiBioag ayy

t




River, you'll pass five avalanche gallcries, which traffic uses onhyiit
that the road surface is in just as appalling a state inside the-galle
dicates a long history of neglect. The alpine meadows are'i
stained 1ed by the sweet mineral waters that are commgn,here! The béarded
vultures seem to dye their ‘beards’ red by drinking the oAk D]

Almasiani {1.960m), the first part of the village of Khobidifs t8fd Al B foad
ata palice barrier, by some caravan-cafiés. This is the start of a superb hike (signed in
English at the on) to the west up the Truso Gorge (nicely described by Tony
Andersan as ‘a geological fantasy on the duel between water and rock’), ‘which
follows a dirt wack alongside the Tergi through the villages of Nogkau, Shevardeni,
Okrokana (Ukrakani in Ossetian), Ketrisi, Abano and Resi. You may get a ride for the
first couple of kilometres, after which only 4x4 vehicles can continue through the
gorge and into the lovely wide upper valley. This is wonderfully spectacular scenery,
with the steep slopes of this glacial valley on the southwestern flank of Mount
Kazbek rising high above the defensive towers of the villages; there are many more
mineral springs at the foot of the cliffs to the south si specially between
Okrokana and Ketrisi, and at Abano (ie: Bath, about 25km up the valley), where
there’s a mineral lake. There's good camping here, unlike the Sno Valley where you
allegedly need 1o keep a fire alight all night to keep wolves away.

The upper valley is inhabited in summer by Ossetians, and the borders of South
and North Ossetia meet at the op of the valley; don't go beyond a Georgian flag,
The main road on was almost miraculously smooth in 1998, thanks to a flying visit
by Shevardnadze, then fell apart again but was rescued with US$20m from the
World Bank; at about km106 it passes the centre of Khobi (1,932m), where there
are grecnhouses as well as a big bus shelter with a goat mosaic. There's a café where
you can ask to rent the caravan for GEL5-10 a night.

It's possible to take a good hike up the valley to the cast. Yow'll have your first
view of the immense Mount Kazbek ahead (just as on the beer labels), before the
road passes through the Baidari Gorge (named after Tot Baidarashvili, an Ossetian
mountaincer posted here in the 18th cencury by King Irakli to rescue travellers
from snow). The only villages are away to the west, perched on the <iff on the left
bank of the Tergi, crossed by a cableway.

The next village by the road (148km from Tbilisi) is Sioni, where you'll see the
church and watchtower on a crag overlooking the road more or less opposite the
wirning to a bridge to the villages across the river; to reach them you need to
continite to a junction by a green caravan-café. From here, head right/cast for 500m
to a T-junction, then follow the road back southwards for Tkm, all on asphalt
except for the final zigzags up to the church, This is a three-naved basilica built in
the late 9th and early 10th centuries; externally it is quite rectangular, although
ternally there is an apse hehind the altar, as well as a five-arched stone iconostasis.
The watchtower, beyond an abandonced modern buik . s a late medieval
construction; at ground level there’s no door (a ladder having been used for
access), but tasteless Russian graffit instead.

Beyond Arsha, just to the north, where there’s a 9th-10th-century fortress,
another dirt track leads east through Atchkhoti, just off the highway, and tw the
villages of Sno and Djuta, another highly recommended hiking route. Sno, where
the asphalt ends, is about 4km along the wide glaciated valley, beyond some
sculptures of local writers; it's the birthplace of Ilia, the Catholicos of the Georgian
Church. There’s one watchtower here and not a lot ¢lse.

It's about 18km further o the end of the side road at Djuta, the highest village
in the area at 2,200m and one of the highest in Europe. It is home 0 20 Khevsur
extended families, mostly named Arabuli due to having traded with ‘Arab’ caravans,

Descending the Bidara Valley into the watershed of the Tergi {-re:cwmssm)
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tiving in solid houses with verandas. Immediately southeast of Djuta js thefsghen-
peaked Mount Chaukhi (3,842m), the north face of which offers 880-high#HiTs
for climbers (best in September/Octaber); the base comp is at 2, Mm

hike from Djuta,

hed, so a guide Tk -j-, iy
tit's just a ten-hour hike by the G roubtk
g 0 cross the Djuta pm

(2.050m) in Khe
route is safe otherwise. In
Chaul
(3.287m) north to the headw

and an abandoned tall tower]

o possible for trekking groups o reach :J.iwn j)‘-ﬂj:‘ hky)

s part of ¢ thiescbmlng Gmarnu ty
2 beautiful valley that's very isolated, with fairly easy access to Ingushetia to the
north but only two hard passes into Georgia to the south. I's a ten-hour hike
across the Arkhots Pass (2935m) south tw Roshka, where there are two huge
crratic boulders, the smaller of which measures 19m by 5m by 7m. It's also
possible to hike south along a pony track from between Sno and Djuta over the
2347m Gudamakari Pass to the Black Aragvi Valley and Pasanauri,

TEPANTSM

Another 4.5km brings you to Kazbegi, at 1,797m and 153km from Thilisi
¢ town in Khevi province (or Mokhavia) and the only place with

shops and a However, with a pop of just 4,000
and relatively lile through maffic 1o Russia, commercial opportmities arc
inevitably limited, though it's warth looking for the local woollens, such as sacks
and hats.

I¢s a small, sleepy place, dominated by frec-range highland cattle and pigs.
Known in the 19th century as Stepan-Tsminda (St Stephen), the town was then
named after Alexander Kazbegi (or Qazbegi; 1848-93), a local noble wha became
4 much-loved pastoral poet, living as a shepherd for seven years; it has now
reverted to Stepantsminda, but Kazbegi remains the more widely used name

The square, dominated by a monument to Kazbeg, is lined with kiosks selling
ure of booze and biscuits, as well as a bakery.

DA (K

the on

[

the usual mi

GETTING THERE AND AWAY The:
marshrutkas a day from the Didube terminal in Th
taxis from the same place; bus services back from Kazbegi leave at 10.00
Others run from Thilisi as far as Pasanauri, and one goes as far as G

atabout 16.00. Marshrutkas take around three hours and ¢
(which might even stop for you to take a photo) charge G
south from Kazbegi as far as Khobi, but none from Kazbegi northwards.

wre one or two buses and half-a-dozen
ta Kazbeg, as well as shared
d 13.00.

TOUR OPERATORS Trips can be organised through Exira Service, SAK-Tours (a day
trip costs GEL140 including car or GEL30 with your own car), STC (two days for
USS118-130, three days for US$158-175, or four.days to climb Mount Kazbek for
US$370), or Caucasus Travel (who offer an cight-day trip to climb Mount Kazbek).

1 WHERE TO STAY

Hotels

= Hotel Stepantsminda (20 rooms) Behind the £ Hotel Lomi (Lien) (5 rooms) At the northern
bakery, m 899 282819, 899 18296, 871 410210 end of the square; ™) 899 403164, Basic (with

This comfortable new botel has lage Western-quality  shared toiles) bat friendly, although no Englih is
en-site rooms, with TV & stuneing views, Enghsh is  sphen. GELIS pp, plus GELIS for HB.

spoken (ask for Nata). GEL30 pp.
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Homestays Next to the Hotel Lomi (to the right, with a gre

fer e
an excellent homestay, although only Georgian and Russian wﬁ({;ﬁaf.

with shared WC and shower cost GEL10 per person, |
of the best homestays is Vano's place (3 52418), dcmos
Gergeti, about 15 minutes” walk from the square - head nonh:'f ﬂu
the road ro Russia, turn left and after crossing a stream mh:; %ﬂi -ﬁ"
a path between two walls and tn left, or keep going
in either case Vano’s place is on the right, opposite a cros :md above No 25. A bed
costs GEL10 (only GELS if Mum is away) plus GELS for large meals, or you can
camp in the garden, below a cliff with fine vertical strata. Vano Swjashvih speaks
several languages and is immensely helpful, but don’t get him started on UFOs;
his mother knows a lot about traditional cures and recipes.
There’s also good accommodation (€20 for bed and food) with lago
Kazalikashvili (% 52401; m 8§99 958993) opposite the Kazalikashvili Museum of
Alpinism (see below).

Alternatively, try the derelict shop-block up some steps opposite the Kazbegi
monument. Additionally, the women running the kiosks on the square {open
virmally until midnight) know which familics offer accommodation.

WHAT T0 SEE AND DO At the far end of the square the Georgian Military Highway
forks left, while the road to the right leads past the church and the Kazbegi
Museum (apen 10.00-17.00 except Mow) 10 the town hall. The church is a very
simple basilica with a few nice external carvings and a separate gate-tower. The
museum is in Kazbegi's spacious home; downstairs are manuscripts, photos of
azl id his three brother: d stills from films of his storics, and upstairs is
is furniture. Behind the museum is the post office, where it’s possible to make
international phone calls.

Immediately to the south of the church is Rustaveli kucha, just south of which,
one block above the square (at Vazha-Pshavelas 24) is the Kazalikashvili
Museum of Alpinism (ic: mountaincering), which is small and unpretentious
and may be left open and untended, bue gives a good insight into the allure of rock
and ice

Continuing south and left at Vazha-Pshavelas 48, it takes ten minutes to cimb
up 10 the threc-storey glass-fronted building that houses the WWF EcoCentre: it
should be possible to get information, maps and guides here, but unfortunately it
is semi-permanently shut. A new information centre should open in 2007 in the
old restaurant facing the monument on the main square. To the east of town it's a
pleasant short walk up to the shrine of Elia, with views towards Kazbek.

THE KAZBEGI NATURE RESERVE The Kazbegi Mature Reserve was established in
1976, covering an area of 8,707ha. It lies at the divide between the Central and
Eastern Caucasian ranges, with average precipitation in Kazbegi Town of 640mm per
year and temperatures of -3,2°C in January and 14.4°C in August (an annual average
of 49°C). At rgeti glacier weather station) it's far colder, with
temperatures of -15°C .4°C in August, and an annual average of -6.1°C.

There are 1,347 plant spec of which 105 are trees. Around half
the trees are birch, with pine, beech, and large arcas of Rhododerdron cancasiann,
with smaller areas of barberry, buckthorn, aspen, willow, maple and juniper. There
are many alpine flowers in the hay meadows, with campanulas and gentians above
the tree line, and cushion alpines on the seree slopes. Mammuls include the
Caucasian goat or tur (Capra cancasica), chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra), hare (Lepus
curopaens), fox (Vilpes vulpes), marten (Martes mates), weasel (Mustela nivalis), wild
cat (Felis silvestris), squirrel (Sciurus sp), and birch mousc (Sicista kazhegica).
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Bird species include lots of raptors, such as the bearded vulwre uri; m
(Gypactus burbans), Egyprian vulture (Neophron percnopterns), Eurasiairil 1(w'm'n
(Aegypins monachu), Eurasian riffon vulture (Gyps fidous fulvie)o
(Aguila chrysaetus fulva), imperial eagle (4. heliaca), lesser spmu.du;gu A ". mm
white-tailed eagle (Haliaetus albicilia), pallid harrier (Circns macrel
£ . lesser kestrel (Faleo n.mnumnr) perearin J?%)
also the jay (Garmlas glandarins krynicki), black francolin unf s mm:vg
chukar (Alectoris chukar), Caucasian snowcack (Temaogallus cavcasicus), Cavicasian
black grouse (Tetrao milokosicwicz), great rosefinch (Carpodacus nabiclla), whi
winged redstart (Phoenicurus erythrogaster), and red-fronted serin (Seritms prsillus).
The meadaws are presently overgrazed and increasingly suffering from erosion;
from Kazbegi southwards sheep flocks migrate along the verges of the Georgian

adows, and the damage done can easily be seen. On the other
on of natural gis has reduced the damage done w forests by the
d for Naturc) is involved with
W (the Georgian Centre for
hﬂ] is also active, bringing groups of birders almost daily
] pact has largely cnded the poaching of
Caucasian_snowcock; June and July are also a good time to visit, with the
rhododendron in bloom.

THE GERGETI HIKE The WWF presence in Kazbegi is still minin
¢ confined to the high summer. In addition o the
ne, they've produced a map of hiking routes up the Truso Valley and t the
Gergeti and Devdoraki glaciers. The € on of the hike up
to the Gergeti Trinity church, which high on a ridge west of the town of
Kazbegi, silhouctted against the massive bulk of Mount Kazbek. This was reached
cable car built in 1988 and very soon abandoned; no-one here ever wanted it,
mposition from outside and an assault on the religious identity of
geti church. The Jower terminal behind the Kazbegi church is now derclict,
while the upper onc beside the Gergeti church has already virtually vanished.

The route starts by taking the Georgian Military Highway from the square in
Kazbegi and across the Tergi and wrning left up the road to the attractive mountain
village of Gergen. Following the asphale up the lefi/south side of the village,
heading straight for the Trinity church, yowll come to a point where a ruincd
defensive tower can be seen in a small side valley to the left; although it is possible
w g0 up here to the rearfwvest of the Trinity church, i€ far casier to turn right here
(by a kiosk and a green gate to the left) to cross on the level through the
then swing up to the left where a WWE sign is stencilled on a stone. From |
track leads up to the village cemetery, about 30 minutes from Kazbegi: en route you
should ask for Ge Klauri’s house, to ask for the key to the church; he or his
wife may well come with you, in which case you should give them GEL3-5.

Above the cemetery (where there’s an ancient chapel) the track crosses a jeep
track and climbs past crooked birch (Betula linvinowii) trees then pines, with
Caucasian chiffchaffs and green warblers, reaching the jeep track again in 20
minutes. From here the most direct route is to head left for five minutes and then
take a steep path up through the forest for five more minutes (a minimum of an
hour from Kazbegi): this emerges from scrubby birch and on to the ridge, where
you'll see the church to the left, less than ten minutes away across the alpine
grassland.
sier route is to head to the right on the gravel track, which loops up to the
in 15-20 minutes (with short-cuts possible)
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The churchyard is entered through a gate-tower (with a chimpy fft} which
opens direetly onto a blind porch on the south side of the rhnrl}lw‘

is to the west. The Church of Tsminda Sameba or Holy Trifiy wa the
I4th century, with the ower added a century later; it tkably large
construction for such an isolated location, at 2,170m. In Efﬁgar_w o ;mﬂrhcr
church were found in 1913 at 3.962m on the slopes of Mojtit, :ﬁﬂéﬁl 15 is
alive and well in these remote arcas, with crosses made offatié Frotiss; whetd
first here a freshly decapitated sheep's head sat on the parapet of the churchyard;
now monks are living here, and there are even reports of solar pancls. The church's
festival is held on 28 August, when sheep are sacrificed (atracting vultures for the
next day or two).

It's a popular hike throughout the summer, and although there has been a repore
of a tourist being raped, it's usually busy enough to be

Coming out of the church and trning left at a pile of stones, follow the gravel
track which climbs to the ridge, twrns sharply to the right, and continues
westwards just above the tree line (with a steep drop to the north but pastures and
alpine flowers to the south), to reach the Gergeti Glacier at about 2,950m, three
hours (10.5km) from the village of Gergeti. Near the snout of the glacicr it’s casy
to see Caucasian snowcock, wallereepers, snowfinch, twite, Guldenstadr's redstart
and great rosefinch, as well as lammergeyer soaring overhead. It's a straightforward
hike as far as the glacier, which is about 7.3km long (and retreating fast), but only
those experienced on ice, or with competent guides, should continue up the
right/south side of the glacier and then acrass it to reach the former metcarological
station, which was the highest in the Soviet Union at 3,675m. Now it's a climbers’
T, run since 1998 by Caucasus Travel, who have replaced the roof, and is known
as Mutis Qokhi Betlemi or the Betlemi Hut; rooms cost up to US$20, although it's
possible to sleep on a matiress on the floor for USS5; camping is also possible but
it can be very windy. There's heat and light but no food available,

Nearby, at 4.100m, is the Bedemi (Bethlehem) Cave, the setting of Tia
Chavehavadze’s poem The Hermit, where a new metal chapel has been deposited by
helicapter. 1t's possible to climb from the hut to the summit and back in an eight-
o 12-hour day, starting at 04.00,

Mount Kazbek, more properly known in Georgian as Mikinvaresveri (‘lee-Top"),
is a long-extinct volcano 5.047m in altitude, and is by far the highest peak in this
section of the Caucasus. It's laden with mythology, firstly of Amirani, the Georgian
Prometheus, who was chained o the mountain as a punishment for his pride and
whose shape can be made out in the rock from far away, and secondly of the tent
of Abraham which was said to stand on the summit, proecting the Holy Manger,
or the Tree of Life - or treasure. There arc also legends of lost treasure connected
with the Betlemi Cave,

Kazbek was first climbed in 1868 by Douglas Freshfield with colleagues from
the Alpine Club of London and guides from Kazbegi: it's 2 UIAA grade 11 climb
(PD, with just 100m of ice climbing in the final couloir) and is best tackled in
September or October; the classic route on the icy south face is UIAA grade T+
Kazbek is far casier than peaks such as Uzhba in Svaneti; climbing it takes four days
as a rule - one day 1o the hur, one day training and acclimatising, one day to the
summit and back to the hut, and a day to return to town. It's a 1,855m climb from
the town of Kazbegi 10 the Betlemi Hut - a good day's work if carrying food and
climbing gear - and 1,381m more to the summit. It's also possible 1o wrn left at
the top of the glacier to ¢ 4,258m). another UIAA grade 11 peak,
wihich makes a useful warm-up. A guide will cost about US$250, or about USS800
for four chents; if you need climbing gear, rent it in Thilisi as there’s none available
here.
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THE ARSHA HIKE This is actually a very pleasant and easy stroll up the wesy sjde of
the Tergi Valley from Kazbegi, ending by crossing to the (im{y;ﬁ: Hary
ghway. An obvious path starts from the road bridge at the ma% .
it's also possible to start from Vano's homestay, simply turning n*tu and fgffowige
the wack southwards, t reachs the flood plain after five minutes. From hej
ath leads in ten minutes to an obvious wellhead surrounded palrs
ols fial of frogs and tadpoles; it's another five minutes to e pot U6 ) S
by 30m). full of fresh-rasting mincral water, by an un!
It's a good place to relax and watch the vultares soas
Continuing, you'll join a gravel track below a ruined chapel and a defensive
tower, passing a few houses, and reaching a junction after 20 minutes; turning left
you'll eross a metal bridge to reach e highway roughly 4km south of Kazbegi and
a few hundred metres north of the junction to Sno. Carrying on along the west
you'll pass onc-and-a-half towers (and the starts of some good
paths up mnto the mountains). go through a hamlet, and then bricfly go up to the
right above a marsh, before following a gravel road straight toa bridge, 25 minutes
from the junction. To the west there’s a view dircetly up a valley with good
waterfalls, which would be casy and fun to explore. Crossing the bridge, you'll
reach the highway in a couple of minutes, upposite a pharmacy north of the centre
of Arsha, a few kilometres north of Sioni.

NORTH OF KAZBEGI
The Georgian Military Highway continues north from Kazbegi on
nk of the Tergi. passing through Tdo (1,767m) and then Gyeleti (1,850m), where
o vultures nest on the cliff just southwest of Greleti you'll sce a fine warerfall.
he road crosses to the right bank here, but mmmediately before the bridge a wrack
turns left to cont along the left bank, then follows the Amali Valley as a good
hiking trail through subalpine birch forest to reach the Devdoraki Glacier. This is
the lowest of all those in the Caucasus, its tongue reaching an alitude of just
2,300m; the trail is %km cach way, taking a minimum of four hours return

Beyand dhe Zemo Larsi border checkpoint the highway enters the Daryal
Gorge, its wildest section, where the road runs for 2 12km on a narrow shelf below
granite cliffs up to 1.500m high where lammergeyers nest. The gorge takes its
mame from Dar-i-Alan or ‘Gates of the Alans’, named after the forefathers of the

ssetians, who arrived here in the 5th century Ap. Before that it was known as the
Sarmatian gates or the Iverian gates, the point at which Pompey's advance into Asia
was halted. At the southern entrance to the gorge, to the west of the road, are the
ruins of the Daryal fortress, popularly known as Queen Tamar’s castle, although

 far older chan the 12th century. It was restored by the Russians and successfully
held by General Gurko against Shamyl's forces in 1846,

Two o three people could ke 2 taxi from Kazbegi most of the way t the
border and back for about US$10; a taxi south to Almasiani costs about USS$7. It's
advisable not to go as far as the Zemo Larsi checkpoint at the entry o the Daryal
Gorge, and without Russian papers you can't go on to the old border crossing at
Chertov Most (Devil's Bridge), about 20km beyond Kazbegi. The highway ends
after 168km at Viadikavkaz (Rule the Cancasus’), founded in 1783 to be the base
for the subjugation of the Caucasus. It was renamed Ordjonikidze after the

icorgian revoludonary Sergo Ordjonikidze, Stalin's hatchetman, whose brutality
horrified Lenin and who was in the end killed offby Stalin himself. Although there
are still traces of the fashionable 19th-century climatic resore and garrison town, it
has been surrounded by soulless communist tower blocks and was then knocked
about during the first Chechen war
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KHEVSURETI
Khevsureti is one of the most remote and unchanged ar
where adherence to ancient traditions is of course very
are known for their unique textiles, with beautifislly embroidered stafs and Frosscs,
probably a simplification of the pagan sun motf, The men dkfofhlirly $ippdied 0
have wom Crusader-style chain mail unil the 19305, andygqylistingg 9 thie prptysts

er the 9 April 1989 massacre they certinly appeared i Thilisi wearing “knee-
length, richly patterned tunics with half-merre silver daggers strapped to their waists',

In the 19205 the population of Khevsureti was about 4,000, but nowadays ma
actually live in Thilisi and only about 400 sall live full time in the mountains, You
may still be able to buy socks made from the wool of their aboriginal strain of
sheep, and dyed only with natural products. The Khevsurchi are known for their
brevity and straightforwardness, and for their unique poctry; they may actually
speak in verse on day-to-day matters

Their religion is still very pagan; icons are forbidden, and there are no real
churches, only tiny sancruaries for strange sacrificial rituals which may involve the
dekanazi or priest drinking blood and “sacred beer. Beer is brewed to an ancient
recipe (utterly unlike the Germanic lager found elsewhere in the region); the
Khevsur firewater is zhipitani, like vodka but more lethal, On the altar you're likely
to find deer antlers and ram’s horns instead of a cross, They are surrounded by
spirits or vohi such as: Sakhlis Angelosi, guardian of the houschold; Mparveli
Angelosi, guardian of wanderers; Goris Angelosi, guardian of the mountains; and
Did Gori, the Father of the Great Mountin, responsible for storms and
avalanches. Others are Otchopintre, a version of Pan, and Dali, the Georgian
Artemis, while St George is identificd as the God of War.

GETTING THERE Despite the Chechen war Khevsuret is far safer than, for instance,
Svaneti, as there are plenty of Georgian frontier troops (who will check your
papers) and OSCE obscrvers (unarmied forcign milicary officers) based here. The
E's daily helicopter flights will occasionally remove people who manage to
hike in from places like Djuta,

hevsureti is reached by the road up the Pshavis Aragvi Valley from km26 on
the Georgian Military Highway, south of the Zhinvali Dam; take the road at right
angles which soon heads south down to a bridge, and then s north through the
village of Zhinvali, It turns right up a side valley, crosses the stream and soon
swings left to a junction about 3km from the highway, The Khevsureti road heads
left here, while another tms right to Tiancti, in Kakheti,

A daily bus from Didube in Thilisi (at 10.30 or 13.00) runs as far as Barisakho,
the administrative centre of both Pshava and Khevsureti; it stops at the bortom of
the hill, from where you climb up to the village, busy with free-range pigs, dogs
with clipped cars and a few bared soldiers. Only about 40 families live here, but it's
agood base, giving access to three valleys,

WHERE T0O STAY

Homestays

= Batria Arabali 11y 899 604510, He speaks £ Shota Arsbali Just before the museum; rm 395
Russian bat not English. SO3134. He's an artist & rents roms for up to § or

% Shota Tlaurd 1) 899 399380, Ao speak & people. GELI0-20 pp.
Russan bot not English,

WHAT T0 SEE AND DO In Korsha, 2km beyond Barisakhio, there’s a musewm i the
former church (there’s an English sign; GEL1). The museum hotses rare Khevsur
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chain mail, remarkable traditional costumes with patterns unique o each f‘ ke
wrtans), fearsome spiky knuckledusters and agricultural implcmemﬂ'ﬁ f‘

Beyond here there's not even a kiosk and you have to find y§iraw i
You may wait days for a lift, but it's great country for walking, and
shortage of water. You can walk north up the Pshavis Aragis e by
and then west, to Roshka, 3040 minutes from Barisakho on ri‘;{:}l
can continue © Djuta (sec page 148). Thes
Abudelauri lakes, onc green. one blue and one white. In Roshka you can stay with
Shota Teiklauris brother Badri. From Biso, you can go northeast up the
Gudantistsqali Valley to Gudani and Khakhmati, the last village in Pshavi; there are
defensive towers in both Gudani and Khakhmati,

From here a 4xd track continues eastwards, climbing 1,000m or sa with hairpin
bends up to the Datvis-varis (Bear Cross) Pass (2,676m, open only from May/June
t0 October/November), and then swings north into. Khevsured to follow the
Argun down the northern slope of the Caueasus through Kistani to a bridge where
trucks stop below Shatili (1,395m). the main village of Khevsureti. Its an almost
unspoilt complex of aver 50 defensive wwers and ancient houses with wickerwork
balconies (some dating from the 6th century, though most are from the 10th-12¢h
cemuries) huddled together on a low chff facing another of Tamar's castles. They
were largely abandoned in the 19505 then partially restored in the 1970s, whery
Shevardnadze also buile a new village around the comer beyond a soccer pitch-
cum-helipad; bizarrely. there’s a row of villas with big balconies overlooking the
Argun River. Now 15 towers have had urgent repairs, and one is to become a
museum, The World Bank and UNESCO have a cultural heritage project here,
with a new ccotourism hotel in two renovated towers, with a kitchen and real
bathrom on the ground floor and a ten-bed room above (GEE20 per perso plas
Jood): you should book in advance, by calling Mindia Tsiklauri in Tbilisi (m $93
14464 Chincharauli. (sawelite phone: 882 1621 381001, m 877 729362
& vabula@posiage ~ GELY per min) also provides accommodation, but speaks only
eorgian Military Highway
kho), but it takes four to five hours to drive this distance,
road continues north down the Argun Valley from Shatili through a border
kpoint and saon, below the necropolis of Anatori, swings southeast up the
i Valley. It's about Bkm (with shrines marking excellent mineral springs) up
idaki to Mutso (1,5%0m), the only other real scttlement in Khevsurct,
perhaps dhe finest (though most ruinous) of Khevsur villages. You'll clinb up past
massively built tombs (about 2m by 2m and 4m long), to a few towers on a narrow
ridge, soon o be renovated, with luck.

The valley splits immediately south of Mutso, with Khone in a bowl 1o the
southeast beyond Konischala and two plague huts still containing human bones;

Georgian and Russian. It's less than 100km from the
(under 50km from Barg
T

it's just 2km further to Chechnya, but the border is (officially) open only to
incoming refugees — there's a road just 3km beyond the border, north of Mount
Tebulos. Tiwo hours south of Mutso is Ardoti, a few defensive towers with a church
above, after which the valley splits again: to the southwest in the Chanchistsqali
Valley is Khakhabo. The lower village is still inhabited, while Upper Khakhabo
(2150m) is a tiny cluster of ruined IIth-century wwers. From the tiny hamlet of
Andaki, to the southeast, hiking groups can make the tough crossing over the
3:431m Atsunta Pass into Tusheti, reaching Parsma in about 12 hours,

The track north from Shatili across the border into Chechnya is of course
closed, and even in quicter times you should not attempt to cross the border here.
¥ou'll sce abandoned helicopters and armoured cars in the arca, and maybe some
wraces of a quixotic 19805 railway project, and a half-built wnnel, used by Chechen
fighters to store arms in the 19905
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“This chaptr covers three historic provinces: firsly the tiny and virtually forgotten
Tori, around the spa of Borjomi; secondly Samtskhe or Meskhen, the high
volcanic tableland around Akhaltsikhe; and then Javakheti, on the border with
Armenia. Although part of Georgia's historical heartland, with the cave-city of
Vardzia at its the present region of Sameskhe-Javakhe has a population that
is 900% Armenian and is in many ways autonomous. In 1624 the Georgian ruler of
Samitskhe converted to Iskm for political reasons; many Georgians left the area,
but many of those who remained also converted. These so-called Meskhetian
Turks lived here until their deportation to central Asia in 1944 and have not yet
been allowed o rea villages are now largely populated by people from
Racha and Lechkhumi. In 1829 the Russians took control of the area, and
Armenians came here from Turkey, taking the land of some Muslims who
emigrated to Turkey: Thanks to its bleak climate and poor transport links, it
remains a poor and isolated region, although the roads are being greatly improved.

EDSVI
From the junction with the Thilisi-Kutaisi highway at the west end of Khashuri,
it's 32km southwest to Borjomi, following the Mtkvari into the Borjomi Gorge.
Marshrutas for Borjomi (GEL1.50) wait 100m down the Borjomi road from the
roundabont. The road passes through the long thin village of Akhaldaba, from
which you can hike into the Nedsvi Saneruary to the east.

A bridge crosses to the right bank at km12.2, by the Akhaldaba Restaurant and (on
the far side) a ruined tower; the road runs across a railway, continues to the right as
Rustavelis kucha, and then swings right again to cross a stream and carry on up the
valley as Kazbegis kucha. From here it's 3km to a Turbaza, something like a Soviet
youth hostel but conceived for groups rather than solo travellers: it houses refugees
from Abkhazia, but in high summer you should be able to find a bed here or in the
Thilisi State University field station opposite. Before this you should be able to find
the path back up the ridge on your right/southwest side, to Tamar's Castle, 2 small
group of dramatically located ruins, It's another kilometre to the end of the road at
km4 (measured from the start of Kazbegis); a very muddy forestry track continues
up the valley, reach ¢ fields and Iwum after an hour’s hiking,

Just beyond these the track crosses to the right bank, and xﬁunhum another 15
minutes you'll reach some summer-only houses at the mecting of two valleys; after
stream you'll find some graves and a ruined church in a grove of trees on
your left, as well as a table and shelter. This is all that remains of the monastery of
Nedsvi and its three-naved basilica, built in the 9th century by Grigol Kandzdeli;
forestry tracks continue up steep-sided conifer-lincd valleys which offer very
i new 9,000ha enclave of the
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BORJOMI

After km23 the main road up the lefi/west bank of the Muagit
with the former Hotel Borjomi, now full of refirgees from AbKJ
s almast another kilometre to the centre of zm tow

iy
A tourist mfunmu n centre is plarmcd bm for nuw&ﬁ,ﬂlﬂlﬁﬁj@_ﬁ@a}jv
national pzrk headquarters (see page 161) or at BP's pipeline information centre at
Rustaveli 129,

At an altitude of 800m the spa ofters both health-gr bracing
mountin here; in Augnst the average temp s from
late Octaber until March or later, and in January the average temperaturc is -2°C.

1¢'s a town of 16,000, with a large plant bottling the water which used 1o be
shipped all aver the Soviet Union. In 1995 a French-Dutch joint venture, the
orgian Glass & Mineral Water Company, bought it with the Borjomi brand
ne, only to find that others had also been given licences to use the name; this
was sorted out, but the company then lost US$7m when the Russian cconomy
collapsed in August 1998, It merged with two Ukrainian companies in 2004 and
had 8% of the Russian market until it was banned from Russia for political
reasons in 2006,

BORJOMI SPA Ac abour km28.5 2 bridge crosses ta the spa: this road. Kostava,
crosses the railway by a small statue of Stalin and passes an attractive park on the
left, with the beanufully refurbished Borjomi-Park station and a new church.
Naturally there’s no train information at the station (there’s just a couple of slow
trains to Thilisi, and the overnight train to Vale) but there is a fine new restaurant.

Kostava soon reaches the Borjomka stream, lined by trees and late 19th-century
villas; 9 April leads up to the right, ending (after about five minutes) at the gates of
the former Ordjonikidze Park, now the Ekaterina Park (adumission ¢
summer). The last villa (No 48), in the same style as the others but with glitery
Arabesque decoration in the ceiling of the balcony, was that of Grand-Duke
Mikhail Nikolayevich Romanov, brother of the tsar and Viecroy of the
Transcaucasu: renovated the spa in 1862, built a summer residence in 1871 and
then the Likani Palace in 1892-96. The railway opened in 1894 and Chekhov,
Tehaikovsky, other members of the tsar's family and Stalin were amang those who
came to take the waters here.

Inside the park a stately pile on the left now houses a library, and a pavilion
houses taps spowi g ot thie famaus Borjomi wate h Narzan (from
the northern ) this was the former ¢ mineral
water, with 300 mullmn bottles a year being filled when
flavoured with sodium carbonate, tasting something like Vichy water — slightly
warm and salty.

The park was refurbished in 2005, and will soon have a modern pool near the
entry, as well as a roof over the springs, and restaurants, bars and a cinema. A bridge
crosses the stream o new tof and a hall with a 3-D panoramic model of
Georgia, while the main promenade leads on up the right side of the valley past a
café and play area; this gives aceess w the Sadgeri Arboretum, on the plateau
immediately above the park, which covers 136ha and is laid out for invigorating
walks for the spa patients in pine forests with splendid views. You'll also sce the
remains of a fortress, and the simple barn-like Church of St George, built in the
15th and 16th centuries. Outside the park gate a stylish litde terminal houses a
cable car to lift visitors the 100m to the arboretum and a Ferris wheel. Sadgeri can
also be reached by a winding road which starts from 9 April and passes the

L0).
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ammer holidays,
From kn

urn o
crencllations added later.

Where to stay

# Borjomis Kboeba (Borjomi Gorge) Rehabilitation
Centre (21 rooms) Rustaveli 107K; ™ 267 2307
m 899 3131, 899 304 e ino@
Borjmiskheaba.con ww boromiskheoba.com. Ths
modern medical centre s probably the best place to
stay. I has enaite: rooms avaible with sl TV
& a restaorant, Sgf USS38, db USS60 (LSS0 with
a bokony] & upl USSTS,

£ Hotel Borjomi (11 rooms) By the museum at
Tominda Niso 3; 267 22211, 261 246%: m 899
156483; € gentoman @ caucasus net. This ok wood-
sided. house has satelite dishes. plus 2 private
minera spring in the courtyard. The ensuie dbl
roons have good ¥, Bairrer & 3 fokdup chids
bed. S5l GEL70, dbl GELI00 inc bifast & tax

= Hotel Likani (5 roow) Ik south, immediately
bepond.the national park headquarters; ™ 267
2063 v 899 SISTY. This hotel occupies the top

=

There are a few divey places on Kostava, mosdy only open in the s
Joint-Stock Hotel at Mo 26 is very basic
esthouse Vi
¢ Kostava 2 (N 267 20780; m §99 575024) there’s a
better place with balconics looking over the river.

GEL10 per person. The
120283) is open all ye:
slightly

‘Composers’ Honse' where the next Tehaikovsky could seck inspiration on his
E : W
just south of the centre, a moden viaduct carries GamsakRipefa

kucha over the bus station and the river
the right you'll see the army barracks, in a stone castle built in 1870/ with

nd railway to the spa. I you take thy st
YAl
SNS=IFIUY
2 floars of a new chalet, with its entry at the rear;
there are 2 hux rooms. (with fireplace, kitchenette &
a chibdres's bedroom) & 3 others, 2 sharing 2
bathroom & a different pair sharing a TV. Lux
ro0ms GEL200 in summer, the athers GELSO pp, of
FB olthough there’  kitchen available: too), with
dicounts in winter
£ Hotel Thilisi Gorkora 2; m B899 180919. Take
the first road, lia Chavchavadae, 1o the right off
Nostava & turn left almost at once or go past the
army barracks off Gamsakhordia kucha (see above).
This tawer block was dosed for some years but is
now being restred room by room. It i now mainly
occupied by schoolchldren. Guest rooms are on the
filth floor (witheut a [k, with jolly fnen, a water
heater in the bathroom, 2 balcony & no TV for
towel. GELIS pp without food.

nd may have no water, but c
oria at No 31 () 267 22631; m 893

s also accommodation from May to Octaber in the Firuza sanatorium
(3267 23935; m 899 151898) at Baratashvilis 3, to the right off 9 April; the Armed

For
below).

5 Where to eat Ac Kostava 29 the Maka is a decent cal
Robakidze near the Kostava Bridge, there's a small café se

Sanatorium (Gamsakhurdias 17; s 267 23075, 267 22467): and at Likani (see

round the corner on
ng khachapuri and then

the better Bistro Acuna. By far the best place to cat is Shemoikhede Genatsvale
(Step in, Darling!), opened in 2006 in the Borjomi-Park station by the leading
restaurant group in Thilisi

Other practicalities There are two banks, TBC Bank, at Rustaveli 12103 267
21902, e borjomit@ibcbank. conge); and Peoples Bank at Rustaveli 147 (1267 23(42),
which both have ATMs.

What to see and do Muscum of Study of Local Lore, History and Economy
50, GEL per photo; apen 10.00-17.00 except Mon) is at Tsminda
4 to the west from the square north of the market; although dark,
: ut_captions, and with no English spoken, its exhibits do give
interesti iehts into the life of the Borjomi region. Starting at the top with tatty
stuffed animals, there’s then the Romanav porcelain collection on the floor below,
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and Bronze-Age agriculural implements, photographs of anci
19th-century spa life, and by the entry, fum de for the Rai

Tfrghes and
£ feém the
antlers of deer they'd shor. You can also see a video made in 2602 /

=
y
Internet access is available at the rear of the museum. | /

Likani 1 you ignore the moder viaduce above the bus sckfhlah kil up
Meskhitis, the main road southwards, and take the steps bk dight URARLR st
afier the first bend {to the right), you'll find yourself in a cemetery with a brightly
painted chapel and good views of Borjomi, including ed Gogiatsikhe (Castle
of $t George) on the ridge immediately behind the marker it's quite easy o scramble
up to this. In medicval tmes this was the stronghold of the feudal lords of the
Avalishvili family, looking across the valley to the 11th—12th-century Petristsikhe
{castle of St Peter). Standing outside the museum in Borjomi, you might think you
could climb up to the castle from that side, but the only paths are from the south.
The headquarters of the Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park (see opposite) is at
km29.873.2, under 1km from the viaduct. You're already in Likani, and it's just
500m to the gate of the former san, 67 23080, 267
21907; £ 267 23080), at a large lay-by where local marshrutkas
for the Romanovs, this was later reserved for the élite of the Soviet Communist
ty and was used for conferences and for Shevardnadize’s mectings with Lyudvig
ibirov, then leader of South Ossetia
accommodation here (even in ‘Stalin’s bed), although the food was always poor. It
was bought by Kazakh investors in 2006 and closed for up to a year for renovation;
when it reapens as a huxury hotel, it should still be possible to walk through the
lovely park and to the mansion, built in 1895 of grey painted stone and pink-
painted brick. At the south end of the park (now scparated) is a larger and grander
quasi-Tuscan mansion with 3 tower that's still owned by the state and used by
Saakashvili for his skiing weekends in Bakuriani,

BORJOMI-KHARAGAULI NATIONAL PARK

For a distance of 60km the Mikvari River runs northeast from the Meskheti
Plateau down to the central valley of Inner Kartli; this is the Borjomi Gorge,
marking the division between the humid Colchic ‘habitats of western Georgia and
the drier landscapes of the east. There's also influence from the arid Anatolian
plateaux to the south, so there’s an intriguing mix of species here, as well as Tertiary
relics and some endemic species (such as Gladiolus dzavacheticus and Corydallis
erdelii). In 1880 Prince Mikhail Romanov established a royal hunting reserve,
building rangers” huts and appointing a German chief forester; it became a nature
reserve in 1935 and a National Park in 1995, opening to the public only in 2001. Tt
covers §5,000ha with a buffer zone of 450,000ha — stretching much further north
and west than shown on the ITM/ERKA map, and now inchading Abastumani and
Sametskhavareo, the highest peak in the region at 2,642m.

What's more, ics the only protected area in Georgia to have a management plan,
thanks to the help of the Worldwide Fund for Nature and the German
government. Tl aclude ambitious plans for the development of ecotourism:
hiking trails have been created and overnight shelters were built in 2001, In
February 2007 Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park became a certified member of
the PAN Parks network, in recognition of the high standard of its biodiversity and
management, PAN Parks (www panparks.org) is an imnovative initiative o create a
network of Europe’s best wilderness areas from the Arctic w the Mediterranean, It
nes nature conservation with sustainable tourism to promote a real furure
se areas.




“Trips can be booked through tour agencies in Tbi
park — its headquarters are 1km south of Borjomi at Meskheti 23, Likani
22017, m 899 233449; f 267 23911; e w!mmc(ibboqmm’-kh;[mg'v:f
wwnv.nationalpark,ge; open Mon-Fri 09.00-18.00 & from Apr/May at m%

spes

or through the national
267

Rhododendrons bloom in April and May, and autumn colours are i togh.
GEOLOGY AND NATURAL HISTORY The arca is composed i) lof Sritmi!
sediments (clay, marl, sandstone) and Quaternary volcanic) ik hd ke
basalt, dolerite), with plateaux of petrified Lwva flows. There are 30 mineral springs,
of which Zvare, Mitarbi and Nunisi arc supposed to have medicinal properties, in
addition to Borjomi water. The climate is moderately humid, with cold snowy
winters and long cool ers, lasting three-and-a-half months below 1,100m
and just two months above 1,500m, where snow lies for at least 150 days a year.
Average precipitation is 657mm a year, although it's higher to the north with
1.842mm at the Rikoti Pass and 1,366mm at Kharagauli, and lower to the south
with 576mm at Atskuri. Temperatures are also higher to the north, with an average
in August of 23°C at Kharagauli, 19° at Borjomi and 16° at Bakuriani.

Farest covers 75% of the national park, mostly climax conifer forest, However,
maore than 60 species of Colchic trees and shrubs have been recorded here, including
cherry-laurel, holly, chestnut, Rhododendron ponticam, yew and buckthorn. Forests
dominated by oak (Quercus iberica), beech (Fagus orientalis) and hombeam (Carpinns
cancasica) can be found at up to altitudes of 1,800m, though mostly at lower altitudes,
while spruce (Picea orientalis) and pine (Pinus kochiana) can be found from 1,000m to
1.800m, and Caucasian fir {Abies nordmanmia) from 1,400m to 1,800m. From this
altitude o 2400m there’s subalpine forest of crook-stem birch (Betnla litwinowi),
mountain ash (Sorbus cancasigena) and Rhododendron cancasicum, with alpine grasslands
above 2,400m. To the south, the slopes of the Trialeti are dominated by the pine Pinus
sosmowskyi with smaller specics such as juniper, Astragalus cucasicns, meadow sweet,
hawthomn, comelian cherry and dog-rose. In addition the Nariani marshes, at
50m, are home to many wetland species. The Nedzvi and Kisia-Tabatsku
erves (9,000ha and 22,000ha respectively), described on pages 157 and 167, are
body of the national park, which lies to the west of the gorge.
of mammal in the national park include red and roc deer,
chamois, brown bear (Ursus artos), wild eat, lynx, wolf, boar, badger, orer, pine
marten, s cl and some endemic species of bat (Myoris emarginatus, Nyetalus
lusiopterus, Barbastella barbastellus). Nine bezoar goats (like small ibex) were
reintroduced to the Atskuri section of the park in 2006

Among the 95 species of bird are the golden and wl
: blackcock, crassbill and six types of woodpecker.
There arc also snakes, three endemic lizards, newts and C;

HIKING IN THE NATIONAL PARK Mcadows are found as high as 2,500m on the

detached from the
The 55 spec

sian salamander.

flanks of Mount Sametskhavario, and are still used for seasonal grazi
of avergrazing, leading to erosion, have been reduced by the new national park,
and hunting and logging arc also less of a problem than they were. There are nine
notably (in a clockwis
ion from Borjomi) at Kvabiskhevi, Atskuri, Abastumani, Mar
Kvishkheti and Zanavi. There should always be a ranger on dury,
illegal logging more than poaching or anything clse.

Atskuri lies at 950m on the road from Borjomi to Akhalsikhe
hkheti (600m), at the northeastern comer of the national park, is Tkm west of
the Khashuri-Borjomi road at km7/96; and Zanavi (850m west of the same
road at km19.5/83 5, south of Akhaldaba.
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Specifically for tourists, there’s a guesthouse in Marclisi (sce page 175) and
itor centre in Kharagauli (also on page 175) as well as at the ;_wtl; sarters
in Likani. There’s a pleasant 3km Interpretive Trail frofr the of, the
headquarters, with wooden sculptures by studens of the Acidemy of j and
labelled trees; it starts to the left of the building with poor switchbackyfor a fouple
{ minutes before taking a better path. It climbs up 1nco pipef{reseohyeare way
dovn is unclear where logs have been slid down trails. Thars's.s. iagp Lﬁc start
and nine educational boards. Lo AT

There are also new hiking trails, marked with black/yellow/black stripes and
mostly open to horses t0o, and also rangers” stations and tourist shelters (where you
have to bring your own food and bedding). Hiking without a ranger was not initially
allowed, but this has been relaxed: the park stll prefers you to hire a freclance local
guide. At the castern end of the park, there’s an isolated ail offering an casy day
hike (12km, about 6hrs) from Zanavi north to the village of Nunisi (400m) with an
old church and thermal springs which arc supposcd to heal cezema; it follows the
Samatkhisgele stream then gocs along a ridge to the Dedabera Pass (1,780m) and
down past shepherds’ summer huts (1,380m) to reach Nunisi. The Samta Nunisi
Park Hotel is here (m 899 225580, or in Thilisi \ 913162).

The Nikoloz Romanov Trail, from Likani to Marclisi (41km, about 14hrs) leads
north from the headquarters through the Likani Gorge (you can take a taxi to the
Ranger Station, 1.5km north of the highway) to a campsite, where you can get
water. It then climbs and swings west to reach Lomis Mia (2,187m) in five to six
hours; there’s a tourist shelter here where you can stay the night (or you can camp;
water is about 500m away). It's a short distance to St George's

The next day is mainly downhill, reaching the Shaviwala Valley in five 1o six
hours; to the left it's half an hour to the Didi Sakhvlari wurist shelter, or you could
20 to the right and reach the Marelisi guesthouse in another couple of hours.

From here you could return south on the longer harder St Andrew’s Trail
(50km, about 15hrs) to Atskuri: this follows the Shavtwala through the Bjoliskhevi
Gorge to the tiny settlement of Didi Sakhvlari (950m) and the Megruki tourist
shelter (1.018m) at the mouth of the Stepuri Gorge, an exciting side-trip
(especially if water levels are high after rain) of 5.5km cach way, From here the St
Andrew’s Trail climbs to the northwest past the shepherds’ mer scttl of
Shertuli and Chishkara w0 a 1,920m pass west of Kvazvinevi (2,025m). It then
follows a ridge past a ranger shelter (1,800m) to Rkinis Jvari (2,439m), the Iron
Cross Peak on which St Andrew the First-Called placed a cross in the Ist cenrury
AD. It continues to the west side of Samteskhvarco (2,642m), the highest peak in
the park, and over Megruki (2,475m). After a steep descent it reaches the Amarati
wurist shelter (1,910m, with views to the Turkish mountains), from where you can
cither swing sharp left to follow the Ochora Ridge along the east side of the
Barghebis Ghele Valley to Atskuri (6hrs), or take the more t Panorama Trail
(16km) along the ridge to the west of this valley.

The path northeast from the Amarati shelter also connects to the Shepherds”
Trail (14km, 5hrs), which leads via Kiriles Klde (St Cyril's Rock: 1,.992m) and
(1,885m) to Lomis Mta and the Nikoloz Romanov Trail. From

o descend south through a dramatic gorge to Kvabiskhevi on
the Following Wi races Trail, which also makes a good day hike from Likani
(13km, 6hrs). There's also the Zekari Pass Trail (10km, 4-5hrs) well to the west to
the north of Abastumani (sce page 170).

T0 BAKURIANI While here you should also make a side trip up 1o Bakuriani, once
the most popular ski resortin the Soviet Union. Marshrutkas leave from Borjomi's
bus sution, with taxis waiting by the square just north. The road starts at about
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km?26.3, 2km north of the centre of Borjomi; a bridge crosses the r'lvcr the
Borjomi-Works railway station, where the Thilisi-Khashuri-Akhal
connects with a rather amazing narrow-gauge railway on wh.cﬁm
are hauled by a large and ungainly electric locomotive at a ve urel
Opened in 1902, the 920mm-gauge line was clectrified (at 1.5kV r)m 1

oh Ihmlgrdmgﬁq
company) were upgraded in 2002 o allow the dizzy speed of 251

cm are limited wo 15km/h. Departures are at 07.00 and 1% ‘fmﬂ i
g at 10,00 and 16.30. One of the steam locos that used to work this line is
now set on a plinth by the Borjomi station.

The road passes through the sprawling water-bottling plant and then follows a
valley to the southeast. At km® it passes the minuscule hamlet of Daba, with the
very simple basilica of St George, built in 1333, with some nice carvings, which
can be seen from the railway, on the lefywest side of the valley, or reached by road
from km8.5. At km11 the road enters the village of Tsaghveri, where it swings
right and climbs in hairpin bends out of the valley; the railway takes a far |(mg1.r
route, heading west to cross the Gujareti Gorge and wind slowly through dense
pine forests.

Timotesubani A minor road (Toreli kucha) continues due east up the valley from
Tsaghveri, through an impressive short gorge (with a ruined fort high above the lefe
bank) and then past ficlds, reaching the village of Timotesubani (17km from
Borjomi) in just over 3km; turning left at the junction in the centre, it's another
1km to the Monastery of St Timothy, just beyond the edge of the village at the
end of the asphalt. Here the Church of the Virgin, built at the end of the 12th
century, is famous for its frescoes, painted in 1205-15. The gate-tower, older than
the church and now rather ruinous, is of red brick: the church is also red brick but
with a band and crosses of turquoise mosaic on the barrel dome. Entering through
the south porch, built later in limestone, you'll see plenty of bare brickwork, but
also plenty of fine surviving frescocs, including a Virgin and Child above the altar, a
Crucifixion to the south of the iconostasis, and Paradise at the west end; there are also
of saints and a flute-player in the north transcpt. The frescoes have recently
gency work to treat mould. The monks have recenty returned. living in
an unattractive new house, and some speak a little English.

A rough road follows the main valley castwards all the way to Citelisopeli, which
was inhabited by Ossetians until the attempted secession of South Ossetia. Hardy
mountain bikers could wrn lefynorth at Sinubani to cross the ridge to Tkemlovani
and ultimately Kintsvisi (page 141), a similar church to that of Timotesubar

JAKURIANI

The road to Bakuriani passes above the Sanatorium-Pensionat Khetkhovi, just
above Tsaghveri, where you'll find accommodation for about GELS, and, climbing
28km from the main road.

Bakuriani is still largely a traditional village,
subsisting on grazing and logzing, with large hotels built in the last two or three
fecades set at a respectful distance across the subalpine meadows. There’s snow
from November to March, or cven May, with the heaviest falls in December; in
January the average temperature is =7.2°C, but in August it's a pleasant 15°C,
‘making it ideal for walking.

GETTING THERE Buscs take under an hour, while the trains, covering 37km, take
over %) minutes up and 70 minutes down. Although very slow, they take a more
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interesting route, cost almost nothing (fares are collected on board) .?d more or

less guarantee you a seat.

" o
Buses usually run right for 50m < the xi rank (and golice st

Hotel Santa, but some may continue straight along the
Arriving at the railway station, you should go uphill past thy
road; follow this up t the right and then loop left (whereAMitds s

ned with new hotels) to reach thedaddrddié B

Davit Agmashencbel

nursery slope, known as Otsdachurmetriani

or the Twentyfive-metre:

icld, where

there’s a 40m drag and lifis up o 420m long,

7 WHERE T0 STAY AND EAT
22 Hotel Santa (80 rooms) Right in the centre;
N 142783, Ko Englsh is spoken. En-uite rooms
with TV US$20 pp.

2 Villa Fagus (12 rooms) Clse 1o the

station; v T0106; 1 893 715855, 899 $33683.
A new chalet block. US§50 for dbl with o good
madem bathroom & rodiators; USS70 for lux.

The main road southwards, Kostava, is lined with traditional wooden cottages, in
which rooms are available in the ski season; however, there are only the simplest
restaurants and cafés here, so you'll have to arrange meals too.

£ Hotel $aba (9 rooms) Kostava 25; m 899
102463. French-pwned, with sarellive TV & swimming
pool. Db FB € 90,

7= Hatel Thiis (15 roons) Oppasite the Saba;
m 826 TI0141, 899 11164, A modern package-

stye hote with svll rooms. with baconies, TV &
fndge-freezer. There very Irendly, although theres
o English spoken. Rooms GEL100 (ps GEL3 for o
buffet bifst, only from 09.00).

To the left at the start of the road past the Twentyfive-metre Field are the Pyramid

Café and the Villa Palace Hotel (not recommended
around the far side of the lovely meadow, finishin
Borjomi road (opposite house No 22) and is lined with disused con
pluss the smallish new Hotel Alpina (Tirivii

£ Hotel Apallon (15 rooms, 2 suite) Davit
MAgmashenebelis 21; ™y 32 331446; m 899 571108,
877 BOTTL: @ ingulal0é @ yaboo.de;

wirw welome.ge/hatel_apodlon. South past Kochta
Gora, this hotel i open all year & righty popular
with expatriates in Thilisi it comprises 2 buildings
(and 2 dining rooms), with 2 nice simple style &
pine furniure, & rooms for 2 to 4 people plus
famikes. There's TV in all rooms, phs video i the
common area, sauna, billiards & table tennis as well
25 parking, 2 warm boet room, a garden & their
omm short skidrag at the rear. Theyre very friendly
& efficent & will do vegetarian food given noice, &
Inga speaks good Englsh, From USS30 pp in
summer or USS35 in winer indading 3 meas (plus
teo,cake & fui).

721 Hotel elisi (11 rooms, § site) Davit
Agmashenebelis §5; ™ 32 957403; m 899 231197,
v wekome.gefhatel_meli. From USS25 i
summer & US40 in winter (dbl $100 in winter
withfulboord). & new spa atel,with s, gym
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this road makes a 3km loop
st above km26 on the
nist hotels

5; m 877 999997)

and tennis. courts. (in summer).
1 Hotel Olimpa (20 raems) Davit Agmashencbelis
Mo T8k m 899 S31100. Less glty than some,
with billiards and cable V.
2 Hotel Lotus (35 rooms) Tsrvl, near Kochta
Gora; rm 893 276039, 899 952595, USS15-35 pp.
2 Guesthouse Rustaveli Rustaveli %; m 899
S61631. From GELSO pp FB or GEL2S without food.
Nardisperi Sastumro (Fink Hotel) Mis 26;
899 S37T16.A good family hotel
2 Villa Park (20 rooms) Rustaveli 25; S 267
AD405; 1 871 SO4TAT; wanwmgroup e, Owned by
the Rashy Thisi N Group. Swieuming oo, sauma &
gym, & 3 Swedish bufler bifast. Rooms from
uss!100.
2 Varskviavi (Star; 9 rooms) Saakadze 6, near
Kochta Gora; ™ 267 40405; m 871 S04747;
wwmgroup.ge. Anether N Group hote. Smallr than
the Yilla Park with 2 skating rink in the yard &
table tennis, a5 well as free access to the Villa Parky
facilites. Rooms from USS80.



1= Vere Palace (36 roons, 10 suites) Tarul 12; in addion o tasis, there are ho

m 899 116045, 877 T42831; which cost sbout GELI per mine i you
wew verepatace.com ge. Opened in 2001, this is an wel.You can also rent a Buy m
afihaot of the hotel of the same name in Thili, will do 8k, o slower ones for ids, s qua
with satelite TV, hairdryer & minibar. It has 2 bikes, toboggans, horses & hone. ssighs’ thesg', ..,
swimming pol, $2una, gym, tinema, disco, business skating on a natsral pond 434 ‘6 reb =

ceatre, nursery, bandry & ski rencal. To get around, bl USS90, both FB; USS20lbsbinsibhidd U] D) J

On the road parallel to Davie Agmashenchelis to the left are plenty of private
houses, all of which rent rooms in winer; youd be sure o find one in summer
o, for about GELI0,

WHAT TO SEE AND DO There's a 1.3km run (very difficule at the top) on Kochta Gora
(Prewey Hill; 2255m) and also ski jumps; an old lift takes you to a restaurant and the
radio masts on top. Behind, on the next peak south, is the “Tatra-Poma’ lft (owned
nd renovated by the Kazbegi brewery) by the Trialeti Palace Hotel, which has a good
restaurant. You can also take a 3.5km run from the wop of Mount Tskhra-Tskharo
(2711m), and from Mount Imerlebi (2.500m). The new Didvel slope is 3km to the
southwest (GELS by taxi) at the end of clis. It's owned by oligarch
Bidzina lvanishvili, who provided free skiing for the first season (when the lift was not
yetopen t the tap). There's an eight-person Leitmer gondola and a quad Doppelmayr
chairlift here, and four interconnecting pistes, between 1,200 and 2200 long,

President Saakashwili skis here most weekends (staying at the Likani Palace) and
is promising two new lifes and snow-making equipment by 2007; he's backing a
bid for the 2014 Winter Olympics, which is unrealistic but is great publicity for the
resort. The big et then is the Sukhia competition in carly March of even
years (in odd years it's in Gudauri).

Many of the hotels rent downhill skis for GEL5-10 per hour, but you'll have o
bring your own cross-couniry nowboard or snowshoes. If you have hired
gear of an instructor (GEL20 per hour) you'll pay for the lifts when you finish;
otherwise just pay GEL2 in cash each time (GELO.50 for tf e nursery drags).

In summer there’s good walking, of course, although chairlifts don't start until
11.00; the best access to the peaks is by a jeep track to the left from Davit
Agmashencbelis by the Tatra-Poma lift; there's 2 pleasan hike to the rightsouth o
the next owo peaks. Unusually for a ski resort, Bakuriani alsa has a fine alpine
bonical garden (m 899 573830; opew 10.00-17.00 in theory), founded in 1910 and
reached through the green gates apposite house No 50 at km25.9 on the road to
Borjomi; in an area of 17ha they have over 800 subalpine species of flowering
plants, including around 100 trees and shrubs. This is also the site of the WWF
Ecocentre, a centre for environmental education; incidentally, Bakuriani is known

for a sort of *chewing gum’ made from pine resin

AROUND BAKURIANI The village of Tikhdvari, 9km west, is lovely, with a mincral
bath buile by Mikhail Romanov. Turning right off Agmashenebelis, an
unsurfaced road continues southwards through the Trialeti range and eventually
down, through a Greek-populated arca, to Akhalkalaki; i iately beyond the
2.454m Zachraskaro pass an even rougher road leads east to Lake Tabatskuri, at
1.990m. The lake (14.2km’ in arca) and the headwaters of the Kisia River, to its
north, are an important stopover for waterbirds such as grey heron, velver scoter,
Eurasian crane, black and white stork, great white egret, red-beaked swan, and also
aniffon-vulture; they're protected in a detached part of the Borjomi-Kharagauli
National Park. It takes about two hours by 4x4 (not in winter) to get from
Bakuriani to the cast side of the lake, where the birds are most numerous.
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SOUTHWEST FROM BORJOMI

Beyond Likani, the main road to Akhaltsikhe passes Khitakhevi, gt
in the Khitakhevi Gorge is the lovely Mesvane (Green) mor
ary basilica with a deacon’s nave to the south and porches wy g and fest.

From km39/52 (10km south of Borjomi), a road is signed,fo Khobiskhiesi, ﬂun
to the southeast; here, by the Gogichant stream, are the ,szH"\ IMMITIA flar

ings in the national park, lantern-vaulted houses (a sl gsonsibbdd) tHharitl
staric Tori province) built in the $th-10th centuries

The A308 continues to the small village of Kvabiskhevi; beds and food are
available behind a big pink house at km47. As mentioned above, a trail leads from
here to Lomis Mea, starting near the rangers” shelter and campsite, behind which
you can climb up to the Mariamesminda (Holy Virgin) Church, a three-naved
basilica built in the 9th and T4th centuries. It takes 90 minutes to the Kvabiskhevi
fortress (1,150m), from where you can continue to Lomis Mg,

As the road emerges from the Borjomi Gorge, and gets rougher, there’s 2
clear change to the dry bare landscape of the Anatolian highlands. At about
km51 the railway (now on the left bank) passes through a tnnel under a castle,
and at about km56 the road and railway reach Atskuri (950m), 2 small dusty
village under the remains of a 10th—13th-ecntury fortress high on a crag, Awskuri
was an important trade centre from the 6th century BC, with Greek pottery
coming via Vani; St Andrew is said to have brought an icon of the Virgin Mary
here, and important church was built later. The fortress was a Turkish
stronghold until 1829, but then fell into ruin. Hiking routes lead noreh into the
Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park from 2.5km east of the village, as described
above.

1
u\;tj(' Huhich

hth-

ARHALTSIKHE Finally the Mtkvari swings away to the southeast, while the road and
railway briefly head west to the small city of Akhaltsikhe, 70km from Khashuri and
200km from Thilisi. Its name means New Castle, bue the fortifications on the
casily defensible hilltops acrually date from the 12th century, long before Paskevich
stormed the Turkish defences in 1828 and built a new fort. I¥'s now a city of 20,000,
about a third of whom are Armenian.

Getting there In 1995 it was agreed to open road and rail crossings to Turkey from
Vale, just southwese of Akhaltsikhe: the road crossing 1o Posof is open, but the
124kan railway from Vale to Kars is likely to take a while to build.

Aybaki buscs from Thilisi to Turkey can be caught at the Akhal
costing US$15 to Trabzon or US$30 1o Ankara,

There are also daily buses to Bawmi (via Borjomi; GELIS; 0830, 1130,
Vardzia (GEL4; 10,30, 12.20, 16,00, 17.30), Kutaisi (via Borjomi; GELS; 6 a day)
and Akhalkalaki; almost all Thilisi traffic (GEL7-10; up to a dozen buscs and
marshrutkas, between 06,20 and 13.00) wke the faster route via Borjomi, To
Vardzia you s take a marshrutka for GEL10 or a taxi for GEL45-60 round
wrip including waiting time; the drive takes about two hours cach way.
¢ are also buses to Yerevan (GEL25; 07.00 and 08.00) and marshrutkas o
Gywme in Armenia.

The railway station is behind the bus station, although it's served only by the
overnight Thilisi-Vale train. From Vale it's half an hour on a rough road to the
border (GEL50 by taxi).

he bus station,

he

™ Where to stay There’s a hotel upstairs in the bus station (m 899 108144), charging
GELS cach for a very basic room and cold showers; the only TV is the one always
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ome German. le n ay also

blaring by the entrance, but they're friendly and sp
be offered a homestay at the bus station,

There's also a new hotel at a former factory at the northern "JPw
a short stretch of dual carriageway on the road to Borjomi, axumpl

guesthouses on the road leaving to Abastumani.

= Soldier’s Hotel (2 rooms) Kostava 6 (lok for the > The White House 'J ;“5{.!
Englilanguage Kodakfoto signf; i 899 983495 beyond 3 block of fats on nm i !
On the top (3rd) Boor of a block of fats; haspital- a side street o the left off Aspindeas, itself off the
syl beds, 2 cold tap &  Fly todet GELIO. Vardia road), s 265 20410, This i 2 ISmin walk
& Meskheti (formerly the Intourist) Kostawa 10; south from the station or GELD by taxi, but it has
" 20420. The least bad hotel in the centre. Twin lovely clean comfy en-wite rooms, with TV, OF the
vooms have TV & shower. GEL3O (there may sl be o managens, Hanana spesks Enghsh (m 893
‘cold-water rooms at GELI ). 248049) but Naira dowsn't (rm 93 473558).
GELSO pp inc bifost.

Other practicalities A visitor centre should open in 2007. The Bank of Georgia
(Kostava 25) and People’s Bank (Naidze 6) do not have ATMs, but there is one on
the pedestrian link to the left off Kostava opposite the marker, which continues
north to the Central Stadium on Tamar (formerly Lenina), a popular cvening
viewpoint, The Vasilich Pub at Kostava 37 is a nice cellar bar scrving good
khaclhapuri.

What to see and do Turning right out of the stations and then right under the
railway, you can make your way up to the left to the hilltop castle, stll in relatively
good shape; you'll find the Museum of History and Art (adnission GEL1; open
Tiue-Sun 10.00-17.00) h as well as a mosque, built in 1752, There's also a
an church by the road just beyond the second entrance

Turning right from the stations and then lefi at the same roundabout, you'll
cross the river to the town centre; keep to the right up Kostava from the statue of
Tamar (outside the House of Culture), and at the top of the hill yowll pass the
market to your right. If you go on and trn left and left again to return on the other
side of the one-way system, you'll have seen all there i to sce here — not a lot,
although the neatly built houses of voleanic wif are very Arm in style.
ing down Naidze (opposite the Hotel Meskheti) you'll reach the Armenian
church, silhouctted on a small hilltop that's even more dramatic than the one
occupied by the fort; buile in 1868, its interior is bare and cold and not worth
secing. You can reach it by the rough steps up from the end of Naidze, or take a big
loop left to reach it from the rear.

WEST FROM AKHALTSIKHE 1 lcading west from the city, the road soon forks left to
Vale (where there's a 10th-century cruciform church, remodelled in the 14th
century) and the Turkish border. The main road continues westwards and then
divides, with the A307 heading north to Kutaisi; this passes Amara, west of which
you'll see the Amaravepe castle ruins on a hill, and enters Abastumani, a tiny spa
which is the site of Georgia’s main astronomical observatory (previously a Romanov
villa and a TB sanatorium). At km@ (to the cast from a statue on a rock) is the banya
or spa, and at about km 10 the hotel is on the east side of the road oppesite No 56;
about another Tkm to the north, opposite No 7, a track leads 100m west to a
footbridge and a-tiny cable car which runs up o the obscrvatory every few hours
(the last, at 18.30, connecting with a bus from Akhaltsikhe). Alternatively you can
take a path parallel w the cable car, which takes 20 minutes downhill and probably
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double that uphill, or 2 taxi, costing GELS — a 3km road turns left o the north of
the village. There are four or five telescopes and typically Sovi ’{7 Ylocks
in typically post-Sovict disrcpair, plus a nunnery and a few nige i M fﬂj

all strewn along a thin ridge which offers great views of the ro:':‘shu /«C;rm
that are now incorporated in the Borjormi-Kharagauli National Park. "«

From a ranger shelter about 7km north of Abastumani A KSERLIdIds
northwest and up, making a 10km loop on the south slopeygf Mouyy Bygiap
(2,588m) via the Didimagala tourist shelter, about 3km west of the road just south
of the Zekari Pass. Mou es are allowed here, but not in the main part of
the park (and none are available to rent)

There's an unmarked three-day hike from Abastumani to Tsinubani, near
Atskuri, starting with 2 22km road up the Baratkhevi Gorge to shepherds’ summer
huts where you can camp, at 2, 100m on the north side of Mount Tsikhisdziri. The
next day takes you over the summit (2,252m), where you'll find the ruins of a
fortress, to the south platcau, then castwards to Mount Amagleba (2.277m), with a
good site for camping on its north slope at about 2,050m; the next day you'll come
down through the Kombekhi Gorge to the Tsinubanis Valley:

Organised groups also make a five-day hike west to Bakhmaro (sce page 196),
with great views to the High Caucasus and Ararat, via mounts Mamlismta
(2,489m), Mepistskaro (2,850m) and G khe (2,380m), then down along a
ridge to the village of Grdzelgori (2,200m) and Bakhmaro resort (2,000m)

Two or three buses a day run from Akhalkssikhe as far as Abastumani, but none
continue northwards to the 2,182m Zekari (Sun-gatc) Pass over the Lesser Caucasus;
this is often closed by snow between October and June, butif you can get here a short
hike 1o the cast soon gives superb views. Theres accommodation m the national
park's Zekari tourist shelters (2,080my), about 50m above some shepherds’ huts south
of the pass; from here it takes five hours (return) to climb Mount Didimagala
(2588m), the highest in the region, to the west of the road. The road descends
through Sairme, known for its mineral waters, and Bagdati (see page 186), to Kutai

The Batumi road, the A306, continues westwards up the Kvabliani Valley below
Okrostsikhe (Golden Stronghold), the stronghold in carly medieval times of the
lords of Samtskhe-Javakheti provinee and an important obstacle to the Turkish
invasions of the 15th and 16th eenturics. Its huge towers and powerful walls arc
still visible. Crossing the river, you'll come to Zarzma, 29km from Akhaltsikhe,
and see to the left the early 14th-century Church of the Transfiguration, with 16th-
century frescaes, a fine large belltower and four smaller churches. Beyond here the
road is very bad, and unsigned — there may be a few marshrutkas but no buses
come this way. It climbs southwest out of the valley, entering Adjara just before the
2,025m Goderji Pass (92km from Borjomi, 115km from Batumi), which is often
blocked by snow between October and May:

EAST FROM AKHALTSIKHE To the cast of Akhaltsikhe, the Akhalkalaki road (the
15 the Mtkvari Vallcy, crossing it at the first village, Mikadze, and
entering a gorge; on the north side of this you can sce caves which prefigure those

"re b for ar Va rdua Before this you can turn off to Sapara, where there’s
ilar to that at Zarzma; mm right/south before Mikadze
along a very rough road up a side valley, fork left after 3km and continue up the
valley for another 8km. There's been a monastery here since the 10th century, but
the present church of St Saba dates ﬁum the late 13th century, with fine early 14th-
century frescoes in the Byzantine Paleologue style. Dramatically set on the edge of
a gorge, with a fort above, itis a example of the cruciform ground plan. It's
possible to hike here from Akhaltsikhe in about three hours, or you can rake a taxi
(GELI15 return).
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Soon after emerging from the gorge, at about km143, you'll see a statup of the
national poet Shota Rustaveli, marking the entrance to the village of

to the lefUnorth of the road. Here, not the post-war indust
southeast of Thilisi, is where he was born. Allkmugl: :tm river is §L\I
the country becomes ly arid and seve
ruined castles. In Aspindja, where the ‘Eating House’ has an Er[gﬁjﬂjﬁn"giﬁiﬁfh{l
reason, the castle ruins on a hillwop to the north are casily reaciyed dropy J_Ff T9ESE )
of the centre; there’s also a rough, fairly old bas at the €astern éxit from the
village. About an hour-and-a-half from Akhaltsikhe, the bus to Vardzia wms right
off the A306 at Khertvisi, with the famous fortress directly ahead; it's immediately
to the left after the bridge at the confluence of the Javakheti Mitkvari and the
Artaani Mtkvari, and can casily be reached by a road on its far side. There were
fortifications here by the 2nd century long before a church was built in 985,
when it was the adminiswrative capital of the Meskheti region. The two main
towers (one now being restored) were built by Tamar, and the present walls were
added in 1354-56, according to the plaque over the entrance. Beyond it you'll sec
cave cells in the cliff above the houses to the left.

SOUTH TO VARDZIA Now running south along the right/east bank of the Mtkvari,
after about 10km the road reaches a junction just before a relatively recent
foruification; the bus turns off here to climb up to the village of Nakalakevi, where
it turns round, returns to the road and continues southwards. It climbs steadily to
pass through a dramatic defile known as Tumar’s Gates, on the far side of which is
the medieval castle of Tmogvi, wonderfully well placed to defend the approaches
to Vardzia. It's best seen from a distance o the north, but from the road immediatcly
opposite you'll see the curtain walls and the caves in the ¢liffs below, near the river.
It's also possible to reach the castle in an hour or so following a track along the far
bank of the Mtkvari from Vardzia; you could continue up to a track on the platcau
above and eventually descend w a bridge just north of Nakalakevi - quite a hike, and
you should be sure to carry plenty of water. The castle was built in the 10ch and 11th
centuries and destroyed by the Persians in the 16th cencury; subsequent carthquakes
have more or less completed the job of reducing it to rubble.

From here the road descends for 3km to the wrning to the cave-nu
s-Kvabi (or Kvabebi), a smaller equivalent of Vardzia iwself, built, or exc:
between the 8th and 13th centuries.

VARDZIA

I¢'s another kilometre along the valley to the school at the entry ta Vardzia, which is
in any case not really a village at all. Before this you'll pass the turning to the
Intourist Hotel, a huge concrete pile which is no longer functional but stll
dominates the view from the Vardzia caves. It's less than Tkm south from the school
1o 3 ruined suspension bridge by a tin house with a small Ol sign on a telegraph
pole (m 899 628114); this is basically a hot-spring bath house with two very basic
taty dorms with trampoline mattresses and Tarin shroud bedding, The manager is
\uyln ndly (snd speaks some German) and charges just GELS for a bed, or GEL20

in snmcrhm,_ like a tractor shed). The next house (signed as Bar) has big modern
three-bed en-suite rooms at GEL20 per person; there's a kitchen but no meals
cn a drinks stall at the caves). It's certainly much easier w get here
lays, with four buses a day in summer from Akhalsikhe (GELA), taking about
two hours; they return at 0830, 1000, 13.00 and 15.00. You can also wke a

WIZOYYA  nayyeae]-ayysiwes

o



Vardzia is the site of the most famous cave-city in Georgia, whicl, largely
ise of its connections wi n Tamar, is a placeoF 4y mystic
importance for most Georgians; having been in a ﬂm&o one
throughout the Soviet period, it's now receiving plenty of visi at lefst in
summer. [t's said chat its name derives from Ak var, dzia’or Herd L aniapncle”
= Tamar’s call when lost in the caves. First established |;l{fém§.‘ds‘ Tlfr}c in
1156 and consccrated in 1185, his daughter Tamar mldli fmidl{hlEidstery,
which became the chief seminary of southwestern Georgia (housi
monks) until an carthguake ruined it in 1283, slicing away  large por
rock face. Another quake in 1456 was followed by a Persian army in 155
the Turks at the end of that century, so that now around 600 chambers survive
of a total 3,000, which included stables, barracks, bakeries, wine presses and
stores. Likewise, only half-a-dozen levels remain of the 13 which once
penetrated 50m into the cliffs. I¢'s been protected since 1938; there was s
heavy-handed restoration with concrete in the 19705, but wark now underway
should be more sensitive. Heavy rain in 1998 caused a large section of cliff 10
collapse from 40-50m up; the Dutch government rapidly provided US$50,000
for emergency repairs, including to the stairs to the monastery bellower.
Egyptian vultures are nesting in the caves, making their management yet more
complex.

About 100m beyond the old bridge is a new road bridge: crossing this and
turning right, you'll reach in a couple of minutes the car park for the cave-city of
Vardzia, at about 1.400m altitude. There's a simple but relatively decent toiler
block, and it's a nice spot, by the poplar-lined river, so it might make a decent
campsite. The sitc is officially open from 10.00 to 17.00 except on Mondays, but
they can be pretty ardy opening up out of scason and can stay open till 19.00 in
summer; nor arc they likely to have change cxcept in summer. Having paid your
GELG or US$3 (GELI for Georgians), you and a guide (who only necds a small
tip. especially as he'll speak nothing bu Georgian or Russian) have 1o walk up 2
road for ten minutes. This ends at the Ananauri sector of Vardzia, which, dating
from the 10th century, is older than Vardzia proper, but was swallowed up by
immediarely above the end of the road is a cave used as stabling for horses (note
the holes in the rock used o attach head ropes), while a small path (from the top
bend in the path leading north) leads to a church. This is usually locked but you
can peer in and see its smoke-blackencd 16th-century frescacs,

The path leads northwards below the cliffs tw a belliower (built after the 1283
carthquake) and the refectory, and then (after a stretch where you're en
not to hang around, duc w occasional rock falls) 1 a door, which is as far s you
can get without a guide and a key. This leads into the Church of the Assumption
(1184-86), the pivotal point of the complex; in front of you is a famous fresco of
Tamar (one of just four painted in her lifetime) and her father, together with what
seems to be an Annunciation bur for the fact that the Virgin already has the child
Jesus on her knee. If you don’t have a torch (flashlight) with you, you'll have ro
buy some tapers here before being led down a dark tunnel to the pool known as
“Tamar’s Tears”; the water is beautifully cool and sweet.

Returning ousside. you can explore the rest of the city more or less at random;
some of the chambers are interconnected, but thanks to the carthquakes most of
them are now open to the outside world, € mpared to the honeycombed hillsides
of Cappadocia, i Tarkey, this isn't really very exciting, There are a fow frescoes,
although most of the chambers are smoke-blackened: what's more interesting than
the walls and ccilings are the flaors, which are pitted with a surprising array of
channels and receptacles for water and, of course, wine. At the far end you'll leave
by a runnel leading down to the river
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SOUTH AND EAST OF VARDZIA The road crosses to the left bank of the rier by a
new bridge just upstream of the closed one; about 1km further :]I

hot spring, now feeding a swimming pool in a bam-like sh m‘ﬂmr

lwsuriate in the warm sulphurous waters for next to nothing. Conting
cventually reach Zeda Vardzia (Upper Vardzia), where the wriet m‘“ ey
reported finding an old church surrounded by ficlds of marijuaske '] 3 57 =

The road to the former Intourist Hotel winds its way up gg]umquﬁjﬂm@
on the cast side of the Mtkvari Valley, and on to the village of Apnia. From here
very rough road leads to Kumordo, 12km southwest of Akhalkalaki, where the
a fairly large and complex church built in 964, with a large apse above the altar, two
side apses at the east end and two more to the we the centre six pillars suppore
the dome, which collapse: the 16th century and was restored. At the west end
an ambulatory was added in the second quarter of the 11th century.

The road on to Akhalkalaki is slightly better, but without a 4x4 you're best
advised to travel from Vardzia to Akhalkalaki via Kherrvisi. Akhalkalaki (‘New
Town’; 1.716m) is a small town of no importance now that Javakheti is governed
from Akhaltsikhe, except as the terminus of a painfully slow railway from Thilisi,
abranch 160km long completed in 1986, and as the site of a Russian military base,
which is vital to the local economy. This closed in 2007, although the locals were
bitterly opposed, duc both to the loss of jobs and to the perceived loss of security
from Turkey, in an arca that is 0% Armenian. It may gain slighdy in significance
if'a new road crossing to Tarkey opens at Cildir to the southwest and the railway
s extended to Kars in Turkey:

EYOND

To the cast, the railway and the A303 cross a high arid platcau dotted with a
surprising number of lakes; the road is known for its terrible state but is being
rebuilt thanks to the US$100m Millennium Challenge fu £
bilingual education in this poor and largely Armenian are:
(or Bogdanovka, a town of 7,000 and. at 1.940m, the |
A306 leads southeast to the Arn 1 border, passing th
goal of Philip Marsden’s quest in The Spirit Wrestlers. Here in Junc 1895, on what
they called the ed Heights, the Dukhobors, a Tolstoyan Quaker-like sect of
Russians, burnt their guns and refused to serve in the tsar’s army, starting a long
saga of persecution and eventual emigration to Canada (via Siberia, as a rule).
Now some of their turf-roofed cabins remain, but fow of the peaple. In 1990
nearly 7.000 Dukhobors lived in eight villages in this region, but today their
community has shrunk to only a few hundred (still half of the population of
Gorelovka). When collective farms were broken up in 1997 the Dukhobors
chose 1o stick with the principle of co-operative work and established the
Dukhoborets collective farm, Unforumately they left no land for the local
Armenians, and in 2006 the local council removed almost 5,000ha, leaving the
Dukhobors with only 600ha, between 6ha and 15ha per family, They're now
talking of moving back to Russia.

Just Tkm southwest of Ninotsminda is Lake Khanchali, which also has 2 sad and
mmphmtml history. Uneil 1961 it covered 1,310ha and was home to lake tr
barbel and migrating ducks, but in that year it was drained to
be ailapl‘\d for fish farming. It remained dry untl 1964, by which time the
wildfowl had moved to Lake Cildir, in Turkey, on their migrations. As the lake was
shallow and warm, the fish farming was successful, but even so it was abandoned
in 1968, and the lake gradually reverted to its natural state. In 1985 a dam was built
across the lake and two-thirds was drained agin to grow hay, while the
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southeastern third was used for fish farming until 1990; in 1997 b
collapse and the whole lake was drained for a year while it was patchéd
Amazingly, 40 bird species still stop here on their migrations, "Wh

{of which four are threatened with extinetion) nest at the lake,
and white storks. The Georgian Centre for the (.cnscwa(lnn o
campaigning for the restoration of the lake and buying 906Jugff] rj;.flydﬁ_t{ﬁ
which will be first private reserve in the Gaucasus; althoughy the owaityly A
population at first wanted the land for farming, 77% now SLrameAm
The A303 and railway head northeast past Georgia's largest lake, Lake Paravani
(2:047m), which is also threatened by a plan to farm non-native fish; at its northern
end is the Dukhobor village of Tambovka, The road runs through Manglisi and
near to Birtvisi and Betania (see page 247), and finally descends to Thilisi, entering
by Chavehavadze Avenue, while the railway takes a loop to the south.

[ individual cultural tours ]
\ [ limousine service |
G ?}I"S [ weekend tours |
Ydk [ special tours]
[ a different way of trayeliing | [ day trips |

74, Chavchavadze Avenue / 0162 Thilis, Georgia / Phone: +695 32 294953 / +935 32 204070
dge / in ! limousi




reti lies cradled between the High and Lesser Caucasus and the Surami range,
inland from the coastal plains; it's a fertile, well-watered region that was one of the
cradles of Georgian civilisation. The Imeretians are known as the most voluble and
the most temperamental people in Georgia, and they also consider themselves the
most hospitable. Its capital is Kutaisi, the second city of Georgia, an attractive
friendly city which has a few creature comforts to offer the traveller.

Il ilisi crosses the Rikoti Pass from Khashuri and Surami and
descends the lovely Rikotula and Dzirula valleys to Zestaponi, while the railway (and
a back road) follow the nexe valley w the south, The main road has been improved,
with lots of new bridges cuting off sections of road that take a much longer route
along the curves of the river, Many of these still form village streets, and they can be
used to make a far more enjoyable route for cycling, as most of these loops are to the
north of the main road cyclists should head westwards (ie: downhill). With a good
<olid bike it would be possible to rerurn by the Kharagauli road to the south, making
avery pleasant loop; dhis is an awful road, but repairs are to be made.

HIKING TO THE NORTH OF BORJOMI-KHARAGAULI NATIONAL PARK On this rouse,
llage of Marelisi (450m; about Lhr by train from Khashuri or 3hrs from
is becoming a centre for hiking into the Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park
(see page 160); there’s a park guesthouse 4km south of the station and 3km north
of the park gate (a taxi is available and can also shuttle your baggage). The
guesthouse (dosed in winter; ™ 899 233449, 893 907029; e welcome@borjomi-
Eharagauli-np ge) has four double rooms with food and hot water available, plus
camping in the yard, and is becoming popular with Thilisi expats at the weekends.
Horses can be rented for easier forays into the park. The trails leads south up the
Shavtwala Valley and then to cither Lomis Mta and Likani, or Rkinis Jvari and
Auskuri - see page 164 for details.

Kharagauli is the northern centre for the Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park,
with special responsibility for the buffer zone. Rather more substanti
Marelisi, it consists of two main streets (across the river from the station and to the
right) with some fine buildings of dressed stone built in 1933, one of which is now
a park office and visitor ccntre. Kharagauli is served by local tmains, and also by
marshrutkas from Didube (the last at 15.30). Further west there’s the large Muza
sculpture by someane wha'd obviously never seen a naked woman; the road heads
into a gorge, passing a very odd sculpture, half-covered in ivy but seeming
represent grotesquified pagan myths. Thankfully the 10km road from Dzirula on
the main highway to Kharagauli was rebuilt in 2005,

UBISI Emerging from the toll tannel at km143.5 (or the old road over the pass), the
main_ highway passes bechives and their keepers camping beside the road in
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summer and criss-crosses the Dzirula and then Rikotula streams many times,
passing a new restaurant at about km149 and then attractive villages/such as
Khonevi (km155) and Boriti (km165)

Tmmediately after passing the piers for an unfinished concreteviagus t
at km170/382, a road to Goresha turns left on a bend and drops t a b s well
worth halting here to ¢ cl g litde church of Ubjsi. fust, ﬁ“’ﬂ
bridge. Heading cast, there’s a good view of the churcly S behiios IF
fortifications above the unfinished viaduct. Built in Ap826 b b A Wklitheli
and painted in the next century by Damiane, it's a single-nave basilica, bug with a
double porch that more or less constitutes a southern aisle, The gate-tower, built
of rounded river stones, has been doubled as ‘well, and there are various other
extensions tacked on to the main building. However, the belltower, 1 three-storey
dwelling built by Demetre in 1141 (when the church was also restored), with 2
ladder to reach the entrance, is separate. The 14th-century frescoes by Damiane,
reaching almost to the floor. are lovely, with a supple grace that scems very
Western, especially the Last Supper above the altar and the Amunciation (with the
Virgin turning in surprise) to the north. The frescoes are wming slightly pink, but
it is hoped to restore the

In the long village of Shrosha huge quantities of red ceramics are for sale
especially in a lay-by a¢ km 174 (km378 from the west), although the village itselfis
at km177; the good new Imereti restaurant is just west of km180, At k183 the
Kharagauli road joins the highway, and the railway soon appears from the valley to
the southeast and cuts across a bend in the river through 3 new tunnel; to the north
the traces of the old single-track railway can still be seen and could also be used for
a hiking or mountain-biking route from km 184. At kin189 a road bridge leads right
to the village of Shorapani, while the highway (lined with stalls selling c
oil) loops to the left; to the right you'll see a ruined castle, then an old steam
locomotive (an 0-6-0 tank engine) on a plinth above rail sidings.

ZESTAPONI Another kilometre to the west, at km192, the road enters Zestaponi, a
grimy industrial town at the junction to Chiatura and Sacchere. This town sits on
one of the world’s richese manganese deposits, perhaps 222 million tonnes; Bidzina
Ivanishvili, who's worth about US$4 billion, also comes from here, so the towns
are notin the state of total post-communist decline you might expect. Zestapol
muscum is closed and the hotel is full of refugees from Abkhazia. The transit route
turns right over the first bridge crossing the Kviril River, while buses pick up and
set down here, continue on the south bank, then take the second bridge and wrm
left to pass the rail station and a park (through a colonnade to the south
western end of town they head under the railway to the bus station at km 1
end of the transit route), then pass the metallurgical works (which supplies 6% of
the world's demand for ferroalloy and was bought in 2006 by the British company
Stemcor) and finally leave the town at km199 (km353 from the west). Ac km203
the road passes the Cholaburi ‘wholesale basc’ (signposted thus in English), like a
small shopping mall, just before the turning north to Tqibuli and Racha (sce pages
188-9); the new Khareba winery is just another kilometre west.

z

KUTAISI

HISTORY Kutaisi dates from perhaps the 17th century B and was established as 2
Greek colony by the 7th century Be; by the 3rd century BC it was capital of
Colehida, and from ADY78 to 1122 it was the capital of the united Georgia, Thilisi
being occupicd by the Turks. It was again capital of Imereti from the late 15th
century to 1810. Kutaisi was spared by the Mongols, but was burnt by the Turks in
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1510 and in 1666; they were driven ont in 1770 by Solomon I, but he was
forced to abdicate by the Russians in 1810. Under communism it grew to
of 240,000, but its main employer, the Kamaz truck factory; has puw\cl'

GETTING THERE
By air Kopimari airport is on the highway just west at km297. w’él!
flight to Mcmvw aNar

By bus At km223, afier crossing a plateau covered with pine forest, long-distance
buses turn left (on the E60, a road not clearly marked on the second edition of the
ITM/ERKA map) to reach the Bagdati-Kutisi road at km227.5 and turn right to
cross the Rioni and directly reach the bus station of Kutaisi, 232km (142 miles)
from Thilisi. Local buses from Zestaponi (15 a day) carry straight on for 5km to
enter the city to the north, terminating at the Kutaisi | railway station. There are
also buses from here to Tqibuli (GEL2.30; 8 a day) and Terjola (GEL1.80; 6.a day):
bus tickets are sold inside on the ground floor.

Other buses leave from the main bus station on Chavehavadze, 3km southwest of
the centre. Buses for Thilisi leave from bay 1 (at the west end, ncar the railway station),
those for Zugdidi from bay 2, those for Poti from bays 2 and 3, those for Batumi from
bay 4, and those for Samtredia from bay 5 (and, according to a sign, “Transit busis” to
Zugdidi, Poti, Bawmi, Ozurgeti and Chiatura also stop nearby). Modem buses leave
roughly hourly w Thilisi (GEL10); there’s a ticket kiosk on the platform

From Kutaisi | railway station, turn right 1o walk 1km into the centre; from the
bus station turn left then right up Rustaveli. Bus 1 links the two stations via the city
centre, run es from 07.30 to 21.00 (GELD.20); there are also
slightly faster marshrutka minibuses (GELD.30), but the regular buses are new and
have more space and are particularly cheap here.

2 “uﬁ
111019

By train Kutaisi Lis th 1 terminal for the daily trains to Thilisi, as well as two
. The Kutaisi 11 railway station is next to the main bus
station, but only handles local traims to Tskaltubo (6.2 day), Samredia (2 a day), and
a daily train to Bavumi.

The only trains to Thilisi consist of a couple of carriages trundled down to the
main line at Rioni station and attached there to  through train; it's better o tke a
bus to Thilisi, but if going to or from western Georgia you could use Rioni as a sort
of parkway station. It’s about 500m west of the road from Kutaisi to Bagdati, served
by at least 25 buses a day.

T WHERE 10 STAY

A Hotel Ala Chavchaadue 10, just over [k east
of the bus sation; s 231 23676 m 855 SISTT0;
& 2_manduria@poolage. A comfortable new plice
that’s andy for drivers. in tramit but s fnked to

the ity centre by bus I, wralley 8, & marshrutkas §,

6, 18 & 22, which run up Asatani 1o the centre &
back on Ninsshuik, There's good Georgian food
Smin walk west at the Delikatessen restanrant,
Chavchavadze 20, DbI (with TV) GELEO, suite:
GELISO, plus GELIO pp for bifost.

2 Hotel Europa [Okm west at a petrol station {at
about km242/310). Also for drivers in transit.

72 Hotel Kutaisi {10 rooms) Rustaveli 5; % 231
277, Largely oceupied by refugees from Abkhasia,
I floor of this city-centre hotel 15 available for
travllers. Theres no food, no TV, & no Englsh. Its 2
19305 block, i firly benign Stalinist stye, with
reception on the first anding; it a. bit tamy but
friendly. & there’s na hat water Basic rooms sgl
GELIS, twin GEL20, & Yuoxe” rovs {ie: with cold
‘shower) cost twice as much

Private guesthouses This is the best option. Don't forget you can also ask taxi-

drivers for cheap beds.
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= puesthouse (3 roons) fashvili 13;

N 231 4841, Take the thied lelt off Tamar Mepe
fat No 38) & ir’s the first on the left after the
Jonction abowe the encelogy inic. The door s 2
mass {to fool the taxman), but the interior is
pleasandy bourgess in stye, with lovly guest &
receptien rooms Only Georgan & Russian are
spoken. GEL20 pp inc hot water,

2 Sos0 Bokhuchava (3 rooms) Tserersi 152, near
the Kutaisi | station (on the Jeft at the end of 3
short aley; manshrutka 2, 3 or 121 Y 231 25550,
2 twin rooms & a trpl, with shared toilet & shower.
The paint is peelng a bit, but the plasterwark s
great. Theye very fiendly & Soso’s grandchildren
speak a e English. GEL2S pp, or GELIO with

> Lalimkhan's Geesthouse (12 rooms) Bagration
&1 (near Soso Bokhuchaval: N 231 2441; m 899

The r

the city.

2 Debi Ishkhmelebi 26 (5 rooms) 231 465123,
Theyre vey friendly & some Englah it spoken. 4
rooms are e suite. GELI0 pp inc dinner & bfost
72 Debi shkhnelebi 18 \ 231 48355, Lal

D& WHERE T0 EAT The best restau

Club Al Mano at Ty

est (but priciest) homestays are on
Cathedral, where large houses have secure

in Kutaisi is the Europe-Plus, on Pali
apposite the City Garden (it also offers 2

SS4010. Cean compact fight .m;\wWi
bathraoms & excellent food, English 3
" sy D/"?!
2 La's Guesthouse Kostava 15, ress/Fhe Jewikh
quarter; V231 45012, Byl [8 i 2 V6l
this guesthouse has %

o i mu@m%?&z”&ﬁ%
There does seem to be quite a bit of short-stay
business here. GEL2O p, huxe overpriced at
GEL70-100.

& Marjanishvli 2 This is the dosest homestay 1o
the bos station & s owned by fusela Murtasi. From
the righthand end of the bus statin, cross the
main road with 2 meribund furiture shop on your
right, go ahead & wrn right following a line of
poplas. & it the second house on the left on the
fist rea road o the lef. GELS pp for o bosic room
with outside top & tolet

Ukimerioni Hill just west of the Bagrat
parking & balconics with great vie

Jaaghiana has built 3 new wing here with ice big
e roams with showers apposite (with soar water
heating), bt only Georgian & Russian are spoken.
GELIO-40 p in 2 excellent meds

hvilis
ocktail bar and beer bar). There's also

teli 12 and the Bistro just around the comner on Davit

Agmashencbelis Square, and a couple of pizza places between the university and

Tashwili,

Otherwise the best nightlife in town, such as it i, is probably to be found across

the river on As;
with both Rustaveli and €

hashvili,

‘Farm Store of the Kutaisi Wine Mi

nis (formerly Tsulukidze); Ji
nd between them at Asatianis 16 is the

here are decent bars at the junctions

more a bar than a shop. Immediaccly

south at No 18 1s El Dorado bar, opposite the Farm Store is the Dream café/bar,

and further south the boisterous owner of the Argo caf
choice of good home cooking and large carafes of hon
30 the Sasauzme Khareba is another
Kharcba winery. There are various good cafés on the
tatue of King David the Builde

is serves good khadhapu
There are good pastrics at Nino's on Tsminda Nir
Amberkasi I bar is also nearby on Tisperkantze

market steps on Paliash

nicer Amberkasi 3

nice beer garden in a tranquil waffic

staurant offers a limiced
nade wine. Nearby at No
cprable bar, selling the produce of the
nd south sides of the
d another opposite the
d pastric

r of the opera; the
are also attractive
hidi (White Bridge), by the

i
Nearby, just east of Tabakicze Park, the Khakha is 4

ree location.

OTHER PRACTICALITIES The best place to exchange money is the bus sttion,

where counters offer rates almost as good as in Thilisi; there are ATMs at TBC
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Bank (behind the State Theatre ot Davit Aghmashenehelis 2; N 231 30356-8), u..

Georgia Bank (well hidden at Patiashvilis 35), Careu Bank (Paliashvilis 4), Bank of
Georgia (Teeretclis 1), Bank Republic (Tamar Mepis 3) and ProCredic. M tnar
Mepis 85 and Chavchavadze 54).

Internet access is available at Tseretelis 6 and hv D have /

office at Rustaveli 165. 4 J,Ju =]

Thilavia is at Rustaveli 81 (% 237 43028), a tiny Georgian u-dws
nearby at Rustaveli 83, ogether with Georgian National Airlid ALY Hot 4
ts from Thilisi and Batumi to Kicv, Ukraine). Flights can also be booked at the
r Agency on the stairs at the Hotel Kutaisi. At the moment the only flights to
Kutaisi are from Moscow, but there’s talk of flights to Syria too,

As for entertainment, the old cinema and the opera house are closed but the
Puppet Theatre (5S¢ Nino 11; 3 45205) is open and always popular with children,
and there's 2 new cinema on Toisperkantzel, south of Rustaveli in the centre
Kutaisoba, the annual city festival, is on or about 2 May.

A TOUR OF CENTRAL KUTAISI Rustaveli forms t
from the Zugdidi road to the ci s, but if you walk
from the junction by the bus statior minutes to a square with a
large block to the right. Behind this is the Cathedral of Peter and Paul, 2
Baroque pile built in 1901, with an outsized Baroque porch and a barrel dome;
there are skulls and bones in a casc in frone of the iconostasis, and a big outdoor
baptismal font,

The onc-way system begins here, with inbound buses forking right, for no
obvious reason, on to a rather over ambitious bus contraflow along Grishashvili;
almost at once they rejoin Rustaveli Bridge to cross the river by a stone bridge built
in the 1860s, which is flanked by two stecl bridges dating from 1866 and 1872
Beneah the bridges, the limestone slabs from which the city derives its name are
visible - *kwata’ means stony.

To the left immediately before the river is 2 monument to Galaction Tabidze
(the young poet being sent on his way by his musc) with the main marshrutka
terminal opposite. To the right on the far bank of the river is the Veriko
Anjaparidze Garden, lid out as a royal garden in the mid 17th century and now
named after a famous actress; from its southern side a cable car ascends to the
hilliop Besiki Park, where there’s a small funfair and zoo. Next to it is the
Tsulukidze Garden, 3 small sculprure park.

Continuing into the centre, the first building on the left is the Art Museum
(Rustaveli 8; open 10.00-18.00 except Sun). Temporary shows are held downstairs,
while the main collection s in one large room one flight up; this gives perhaps the
best overview of Georgian arc of any gallery in Georgia. Opposite the door are two
large camvases by Elena Aklcdiani, with local hero David Kakabadze's Inert in
The seventh painting on this wall is by Lado Gudiashwili, of people in

in axis of the city, leading

national dress celebrating the grape harvest. A painting of a man with a goat and
firewood is by Robert Strua, father of the famous theatre director. There are
plenty of paintings of My Imereti and The Seasons as well as portraits of Vazha-
Pshavelas, llia Chavehavadze, Rustaveli and Pirosmani, few if any done from li
See also the painting of a Svan village by the Svan Viadimir Margiani, and the last
painting, to the right of the door, a portrait by Ketevan Maralashvili of the poet
4 Tabidze, looking Oscar Wilde with his red carnation and cigarette.
Just beyond the Art Museum on the right is the Classical Gymnasium (1902),
the school atwended by the pocts Akaki Teerercli (1840-1915) and Viadimir
Mayakovsky (1893-1930), whose father, an impoverished Russian noble, worked
as a forester in Bagdati, south of Kutaisi. Beyond this, at Rustaveli 5, is the Hotel
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Kutaisi, and then a group of rather odd statues supposedly in pral
although in fact one is also named My Intereti.

The centre of the city is the City Garden, a park full of u&‘n@:dm
gather on benches and cafés serve the young. At its east eid
Agmashenebelis Square, dominated by a statue of King David| .
was crowned and started his campaign of unification here) by | Efgg ﬁ.%d
Georgia’s best-known monumental sculptor, which was unvéd HRe]
during the 1995 election campaign.

North of this is the huge circular Meskhishvili State Theatre (open for
performances only), and to the cast the Museum of History and Ethnography, one
of the best outside Thilisi (admission G, open 10.00-17.00 except Mon;
11.00-16.00 in winter). The Treasury (admission GEL3 plus GEL10 for a guide)
contains some fantastic picces of work, which unfortunately are not captione:
guide is unlikely to speak anything other than Georgian and Russiai
icons from Svaneti, including panels from a 10th-century altar cross, and 11th-
century crosses from Racha and Motsameta. There’s a small gold icon made at
Motsameta during the reign of Queen | i
Archangels from Kharagauli, another of Christ with Peter and Paul from the same
period. and four pectoral crosses, set with pearls, turquoises and rubies,
the 13th and 14th centuries. From the 15th or carly 16th centuries thes
of an Archangel from Racha, another (very damaged) from northern Imereti,
another of St George killing the pagan emperor Diocletian, and a gilded silver bible
case. ltems from the 16th century include a lovely gilded silver Madonna and
Child produced in the Chedisi Desert Church in Racha, a pectoral icon owned by
a Georgian ambassador to Russia, an icon of the Virgin and Child from Bichvinta
(Pitsunda) in Abkhazia, a large icon of Christ teaching (produced in Gelati), panels
from an altar cross from Barakoni in Racha, a bible cover from Nikortsminda, and
a large icon of the Virgin and Child from Gelati produced in the 16th or 17th
century. Next comes the large miraculous gold Paleostomi icon from Kuta
Bagrat Cathedral: some jewels were stolen by a Russian governor, and carrings

were added as a replacement. Then there’s a large winged icon from Gelati, the
centre of which was made (of 3kg of gold) in the late 16th century, with the rest of
gikded silver added in the 18¢h
There are two 18th-century

entury (with portraits of Bagrat 1l and his wifc).
ns from Svaneti, and then 19th-century secular
kpots, buckles and daggers, as well as silverware
to the Dadiani family, rulers of Mingrelia.
main exhibition begins by the front door with archacology, with stone tools
the Lower Paleolithic and axcheads frnm the late Bronze Age onwards.
’s a stone minotaur’s head, found in Kutai d a fertility god from Bagdari,
wath both breasts and phallus, produced some wme berween the ch and orh
centurics BC, which is the muscum’s most famous
as a symbol of cternity. In the second room is jewellery from graves, ancient Greek
ceramics, and kvevri or large urns used in Colchis for burying wom en were
wrapped in leather and hung on trees. From early medieval times there are picces
of mosaic from the Bagrat Cathedral, dishes and weapons, with ceramics and
frescoes from the churches at Vani on the staircase. Under the staircase is a good
reproduction of an Imeretian peasant home

Upstairs the displays include late medieval mail and weapons (showing a strong
influence from the Islamic world), and hunting
(including snowshoes), and a pricst’s punishment belt, bearing heavy crosses
There are more of Salome Dadiani’s belongings, drawings by Castelli, a 17th-
century Ialian missionary who spent 27 years in Georgia, musical mstruments,
including bagpipes from Racha, a loom and national costumes, the first telephone
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used in Kugisi, photos of 19th-century life, and a landau complere y.\h (J usic

box used for picnic

Nearby, across the road to the west of the theatre, the Kutaisi j
scems (o have shut up shop, which is a shame as it had surprisingly Celecdlc
coverage, with insight into social context as well as the usual caspsofa 5 Moy
might be lucky enongh ta find it open: a couple of doors 4%}&%??}1@2
Military Museum, honouring the dead of World War 11, %1 o= IIFITTDY

THE BAGRAT CATHEDRAL The city's great sight is the Bagrat Cathedral, wh
you'll see high on the Ukimerioni Hill acrass the river from the city centre;
reach it, head nordh on Tminda Ninos (S
the City Garden. This leads pase the market and across the river on a mock-
suspension bridge to Mkheidze kucha; the terminal for buses to Racha is just to the
right here, and steps from behind here (or a road further to the right) lead up to
nd the cathedral site, There has been a fortress here since at least
century A now there are remains from the 5th and 6th centuries, and late
medicval forufications. Occupied by the Tarks, in 1769 it was bombarded by
Solomon I and the Russian General Todleben from Mesvane Kvavila. However,
these are dwarfed by the Cathedral of the Assumption, commissioned by Bagrat 11l
in 1003 (as recorded by the oldest Arabic numerals in Georgia), as a huge triconch
cruciform church with a central dome. Later (although still in the first half of the
1th century) a portico was added to the west, with others to the north and south
added in the 12¢h century. The cathedral was destroyed in 1691-92 by the Turks,
since when it has been roofless am ised; however, UNESCO has placed it on
its World Heritage List, and there has been talk of restoring it. The parches have
been rebuilt, but the main church is untouched apart from hanging a few modern
icons; there are traces of frescocs at the east end and over the north door. To the
west on the same hill is St Gearge’s Church, built in the 19th century,

o
it Nino Street) from the west end of

NORTHERN KUTAISI There are other interesting churches on the left bank of the
Rioni, to the cast of the centre; behind the State Theatre, Varlamishvilis (nsamed
after a local painter) leads to the Church of the Annunciation of the Virgin,
rebuilt by French Roman Catholics around the stare of the 20th century. Its 2
Georgian Orthodox church, with an interior that seems at odds with its Baroqu
exterior and Latin inscription. Further north (from the far side of the State
Theatre) on Newport kucha (Mayakovsky kucha until it was named after Kuta
Welsh twin in 2000) is anather attractive church, only a couple of centuries ol
very compact, with single-bay aisles, lateral chapels and a high barrel dome. Finally,
heyond the wming to Gelad, Newport kucha (formerly Jerusalem St) is the heart
of what was the Jewish quarter, with three synagogue: 1y

a tenth of the city’s population was Jewish, and 3 1l Tive here
There are still two synagogues on Gaponov. On the hill above is the Misvane
Kvavila (Green Flower) Monastery, with three churches including the th-century
hurch of the Archangels and a 17th-century church and bellower, as well 1
pantheon that includes the grave of the composer Meliton Antonov
Balanchivadze (1862-1937), father of the choreographer George Balanchine.
There’s a good view back to the Bagrat Cachedral

EXCURSIONS FROM KUTAISI

Gelati Wonderfully set in the hills just to the north of Kutaisi, the monastery of Gelati
is one of the most beautiful spots in Georgia. Buses leave from the rear of the State
Theatre in Kutaisi, although apart from summer weekends these are liable to leave
you at the road juncrion 3km below the monastery, about 20 minutes from town.
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Buses from Kutaisi | to Taibuli also pass, although yow're unlikely ta gefase
baard here heading north. A taxi will charge GEL15-25 for a r(uxl\hp‘ix"
and Motsameta, including waiting time. You can stay in a verp-sqnf;
Gelati {cantact Maia; rm 899 926026) with a lovely garden, for ms

he centrepicce is the great Cathedral of the Virgin, p\iﬁ;}rx
Builder in 1106-25 (though in a style typical of the 11eh/di
project to the cast in 2 manner reminiscent of AbkHafid
Bichvinta (Georgian churches usually have a flat cast cnd). The narthex was added
to the western end later in the 12th century; followed by chapels to the south in the
13th century and to the north in the late 13th or carly 14th century. Burnt by the
Turks in 1510, and by the Lesghians (from the north Caucasus) in 1579, it was
restored, then closed under communism, and reopened in 1988,

The interior is full of light, and painted in fantastic colours (although a blue
background is unusual in Georgian churches). The cupola, supported by the walls
of the apse to the east and two free-standing columns to the west, bears 4 fresco of
Christ Pantocrater, and on the spandrels the four cvangelists were painted by
Tevdore in the 17th century: the narthex was decorated with paintings in the first
halfof the 12th century: The south transept was painted in 1291-93 and in the 16th
and 17th centuries, with portraits of King David the Builder (haloed and holding
the church), Bagrat 111 and Giorgi II (both kings of western Georgia) and. across
the corner from David, the Emperor Constantine and his wife Helena: above these
is a fresco of Palm Sunday and above this, berween the windows, the two saints
Theodore. The north transept was painted in the 17th century - note in particular
the Death of the Virgin, below saints George and Dimitri. Above the west door you'll
see Pontius Pilate washing his hands, and Judas hanging himsclf.

However, the pride of the church (and onc of Georgia's greatest works of art) is
kable mosaic (containing 2.5 million stones) in the apse, of the Virgin and
Child with the Archangels Michael and Gabriel; created in the 11305 in a
Byzantine style with specifically Georgian fearures, it was damaged by earthquakes
later in the same century and subsequently; the lower half was restored by painting
- although this is often denounced as communise vandalism, it scems that it was
by impossible to restore it as mosaic.

Outside, the belfry stands to the southwest, built over a spring in the second half
of the 13th century. Next to this is the Church of St Nicholas, one of the oddest
in design in Georgia; also built in the 13th century, it's a two-storeyed construction
that looks rather like an English market cross, with the church above an arcade in
which you can see a scction of tree trunk once intended for use as a coffin, Beyond
this, to the west laoking out over the valley (in good weather it's possible to see to
the Black Sea), are the remains of the buildings erected in 1106 by King David to
house the academy of neo-Platonist metaphysical philosophy under loanne Petrisi;
the portico, with four different types of column, was added in the 13th century. To
the left is the south gate, built carly in the 12th century; when King David died in
1125 he was buried as requested in the centre of the gateway, where churchgoers
wauld walk over him and remember him for ever: an intercsting way of combining
self-ahasetmnent with a it of egotism. The battered iron gate was made in 1063 in
the Persian city of Ganja (now in Azerbaijan, on the main Thilisi-Baku highway)
and brought back by David's son Demetre 1in 1129 from a campaign against the
Persians. Finally, to the east between the cathedral and the present main gateway
stands the Church of ¢ George, built in the mid 13th century, burned in 1510, and
restored and painted in the 16th and 17th centuris. It tends to be shut o ccpt at
weekends, when weddings are ofien held he

From the gateway the road continues steeply
the top you can walk to a viewpoint overlooking Gel

into the trees; wrning right near
ti and the valley beyond; in
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hills to the south are two further small churches, St Saba and St Elja
pleasant 20-minute walk. }

b, a
=\
Motsameta Siighily closer to Kutasi (et offthe Tqibuli bus at thepolice Jk.‘/
from the city, and go 3km to the right) is Motsameta monastery. It's smafle and
quicter than Gelan, although its cliff-cdge seting is more spect@alit b th!]
commemaraces the brothers David and Consrantine Miheidz, EI5& (/¥4 .
the 7205 for refising to convert t llam and throwa into the gorge here. They are
now sains, with their skulls in 2 casket behind the red velvet curtain, and your
wish will be granted if you erawl three times undler their tamb, set on two lions on
the south side of the church, without touching it. The monastery was founded i
die 8th century, but the present chisrch and belltower were buile by Bagrat 111 in
the 11th century; the frescocs were destroyed by the Balsheviks. To the lef of the
gatchouse s a stecp path down to the river, which makes dis 1 very popular
xcursion in summer, when Kutaisi swekers

Tskaltubo A dozen Kilometres northwest.of Kutaisi, Tokalubo is a spa wh
ildly radioactive water at an average 15°C is used to treat arthritis, rheumat
polio, and fertility problems. In Soviet times none of the hotels in Kutai
open to Westerners, and they had 1o stay out here; the hotels and sanator

ken over by refugees from Abkhazia, so now you have t sty in Kutaisi and come
here for a day . Marshrutka 22 runs from the junction of Chavchavadze and
Rustaveli, near the bus station, passing through an area of low pines where wild
mping would be possible. After 15 minutes you'll cnter the spa, passing the
ation (served by a few trains a day from Kutaisi 11) and a large park dotted with
pines that's very attractive to the south but more unkempt as you get to the centre.
The wwn is spacious and y modern with linde to sce; you can ask to iy the
waters at the big Suline natorium. 1ts of more mterest to cavers, the
Kumistavi Cave, 7km from Tskaltubo, having been found only in 1983, Its 1 Sk
long and 145m deep, with 15 chambers, and a river (with waterfalls) runs through
there are also ten-12 species of bats living here.

Geguti and Vartsikhe From Kutaisi's main bus station, buses leave from bay 12 at
10.00, 12,00, 14.00, 15.40 and 18.00 and marshrutkas {GEL1} from the northeast
side of the bus station for Geguti, about 7km south in the plains of the Rioni,
known in classical times as the Phasis. This gave its scientific name, Phasianus
colchicas, to the pheasant, which was discovered here, perhaps by Jason, Geguti is
the site of the great ruined palace of the Georgian kings, one of the few secular
buildings lefi in Georgia from medieval times, Now i's a jumble of ruins covering
2.000m", set on a plinth 25m high housing heating conduits; you may be able to
identify the large fireplace of the Sth-century hunting lodge, as well as onc
shattered arch of the T4m-wide dome of the 10th-cen ry hall, and other ruins
from the 12th and 13¢th centu g a church. The royal chambers are to

the southwest, the treasury to the southeast, and the church and bath house to the
northwest. In 1179 George I proclaimed his daughter Tamar his co-ruler here,
and in 1360 David VI died here; later it fell into disuse and was destroyed in the
17¢h centu g by bus, get offat the Restaurant Venezia (on the left) 1.5km
from the village of Geguti, and walk up the paved road to the left for five minutes
to the end where a series of unlocked gates on the right lead to the ‘castle”, which
does look a bit like a mumble-down Tudor manor house.

Marshrutka 211 continues south to a dam across the Rioni, on the south side of
which is Vartsikhe, once the Greek fortress of Rodopolis; from the lane leading to
the Geguti “castle’ you ean follow a farm track for 1.5km then tarn Jeft an the road
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Alan Whitaker
thmumn%&hk.mjmmww
the Golden Fleece i the classical legend, Wauie
During the spr Georgia, the upper reaches oy s bkl
and high with meltwater from mountain snows. At least il B8] 100
century, ‘miners’ from the area fixed sheepskins in stream beds to form a series of
traps for parties of gold washed down by these torrents. The particles got caught
upimheﬂee(s.and:ouidbcbmsmdomhmrmdmnmbkqwmdgﬂd.
It is said that the fleece placed highest up such a stream course could become so
laden with gold particles that it would come out looking as if it were indeed a real
Golden Fleece.

i s o e oo s
S\

As early as Roman times, such as Strabo specul that this was
the source of the legend of the Golden Fleece. More recently, the adventurer and
explorer Tim Severin describes seeing this method demonstrated to him at the end
of his voyage to Georgia in a reconstruction of a 20-oared Greek galley, Argo. In his
book The Jason Voyage he claims that most, if not all, of the basic features of the
Argo's voyage, as related by Appolonius of Rhodes and others, have been confirmed.
by modem archaeological discoveries along the probable route.

about 3km short of the dam. It's a dull walk, although buses are barely faster due
to the lunar road surface. From the dam i’s another kilometre on to Varesikhe, bue
the ruins are on the lefi immediately after the dam, There's not a lot ta sce, just
100m of ancient wall, some partially rebuilt, and another chunk of wall in a
cemetery behind, by a small church. The fortress dates from the 4th—6th centuries,
with a royal residence built here in the 9th-11th centuries. Vartsikhe is also known
for its brandy. From the village it's 100m to the main road, where you can pick up
buses herween Kutaisi (to the left) and Vani (see below).

Yanl On the far side of the Rioni, Vani is reached by 14 buses (GEL2) a day from
bay 9, the last leaving at 19.00 from Kutaisi and 15,00 from Vani. I¢s also possible
to go via Bagdati (10 buses a day from bay 9), on the main road to Akhaltsikhe (via
Sairme, known for its mineral waters), although there’s now little trace of one of
the 200ch century’s greatest poets, Viadimir Mayakovsky (1893-1930), who grew up
here.

Beyond the Technical University the road follows the left bank of the Rioni,
through beautiful oak forest, which forms part of the Adjamen Nature Reserve,
and passes 500m east of the Rioni railway station. After 15km Vani buses curn right
off the Bagdati road at a police post on to one of the very worst roads in Georgia,
and after 2km (30 minutes from Kutaisi) pass Vartsikhe (see above). I's 7km to the
road fram Bagdati, after which the surface is marginally better, but after 1 hour 20
minutes you'll be glad to reach Vani, where there’s a big market opposite the bus
station. There’s a much better road to the west, with marshrutkas taking under an
hour to reach Samtredia, which, however, is a town you don’t really want to have
10 spend the night in (see page 190),

Cross the bridge over the river Sulori and the square beyond, and follow the sign
(in English) to the Archeological Excavations'. You'll see the very obvious large
museum (admission GELZ; open 10.00~17.00 exeept Mon) on the hillside ahead,
although it takes about ten minutes w reach it, winding up Gorgasali; go under the
footbridge and up the steps to the right to the entrance. Vani, known to the Greeks
as Surium, was a major centre from the 8th to It centurics pe (ar its peak from
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G0-4008c), and many of the finest artefacts from ancient Colchis were found here
The best arc all m the Treasury of die National Museu in Tbilisi, buf\th
replicas here, as well as fine original pieces; what's mare, captions age it Evigli
1876 it was known that rain revealed gold objects on the hillsides. he
excavations began in the 18%0s, with further work in the 19305, from 19476 1963
and now under Otar Lordk member of a well-k il ) )
The ground-floor displays are mostly of weapons and umh.aﬂj’?ig:ﬂ{l’{”@ £
finest pieces are up in the gallery. In the 7th and 6th centuries 5 gold jowellery by
superb craftsmen was buried with nobles, together with fine ceramics from the 6th
w 4th centuries bC. From the 4th century 5e on burials wer i (clay vessels
or pithoi}, making it easier tw conserve the contents, which now included Greek
imports from Sinope. By 1008C foundries were casting bronze statues; on the
gallery there’s a fine torsa of a youth, i
omaments and lots of

i
and the High Caucasu ttractive wooded hills to the south.
also possible to visit the house of Galaction Tabidze (1892-1959), one
s finest and best-loved poets, near the Rioni in Ckhovishe, about 4km
uamia, on the main road about 3km west of Vani. It's a simple cottage
i the replica of Jason's ship, the Argo, which Tim
¢ in 1984 and was on display, has been burnt!
here on Galaction's birthday, 17 November, when
there’s always a celebration (followed on 23 November by Giorgoba - a good
time to visit Georgial).

Sataplia just 6km northwest of Kutaisi in the 2,000-year-old Kolkhuri Forest is
Mount Sataplia (Honey Mountain), a forested area in which a cave 300m in length
(up to 10m high and 12m wide) and full of stalagmites was discovered in 1925 by
Peter Chabukiani, 3 Kutaisi teacher. There are in all five karst caves here, although
only the largest is open to visitors; in addition about 200 foorprints of dinosaurs
have been preserved in Cretaceous li n years old). This is said
to be the only place where prints of both carnivorous and herbivorous dinosaurs
are preserved together, although they are separated in time by several thousand
vears. They have suffered from tourism, and although Sataplia has been protected
as a reserve since 1935, it's mainly scen as an excursion for the people of Kutaisi
rather than as being of any great scientific value. However, the Regional Union of
Scienusts has established an EcoSchool here, to teach environmental awareness to
the pupils of the city’s elementary schools. The reserve covers 354ha, on the slopes
of Mount Sataplia (494m) and Mount Tsinara (520m), with a humid subtropical
climate (with an annual average of 1.380mm precipitation). Nevertheless, the
average temperature in January is as low as -5°C, and 24°C in August, with an
annual average of 14.5°C.

However, the reserve is of interest, as 95% of its arca is covered with Colchic
forest, where 544 species of flora have been recorded (66 of them trees and
bushes). These include hornbeam, alder, box, chestnut, beech, ilex, medlar, ivy,
rhododendron, bilberry and blackberry. There are small mammals such as
hedgehogs, hares, foxes, jackals and badgers, and birds such as larks,
goldfinches, tits, jays, woodpeckers, hawks, sparrowhawks, cuckoos and
loopoes; the bees that produced the plentiful honey that gave the mountain its
name are now fow in 1 2

To reach Sataphia, take a bus towards Gumbra from the Paliashvili Bridge by
Kutaisi Market; entry costs GEL4.
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RACHA \ fa
Immediately 1o the north of Kutaisi is the small pmvnm%&’ T Rgcha-
P

Lekhumi), along the upper reaches of the Rioni river, Le mmsj'
103,600, it's 3 beaurifil arca swhich s mild enough n sumner o oghuct borh
wine and tea, but so harsh in winter that most of the popul ity iasehspofhrily
10 the lowlands. The people are known for their strong it SIS S
superb icons and honiey and a unique genre of i

becaim IOWIT a5 A great venue [or a
Kutaisi ak m [ thc chiel town of R:
over 3 o Tekhinvali, capital 6F Seuth Os:
Oni i ry Highwa

Ossetian Militay

Said Cl L0
Buses from Kuaisi to from the minor bus terminal on
Mkheidze, below the Bagrat Cathedral, at 10,00 and 14.00 daily, ret
and 17.00,

Heading north along the rightwest bank of the Rioni, you'll soon pass the
i ow very run-down, and the Gumat Dam, a typical
Soviet hydro-clectric scheme of the 1930s; 25km from Kutaisi the road enters 2
fine limestone gorge, emerging before the village of Mekvena (km36) where a
side road crosses to the left bank. The nextvillage, Tvisi, known for its white wine,
lies below high cliffs on which you can see vertical lines caused by logged trees
being slid down the slopes.

Atkm54.5 (owo hours from Kutaisi, on a pretty rough road), a road wms lefi 1o
Lajanauri. known for its hydro-clectric dam; this continues over a pass and joins
the Takaltubo-Lentekhi road. Lentekhi, at 8im, is nothing but a village, widh the
late-medicval ruins of a Dadiani palace, but it is the capital of Kvemo (Lower)
far lower than Svancti proper and has far less of interest w visitors,
ald churches are a couple dating from the 10th century just north of

from where a very rough track continues over the 2,623m Zagar Pass
{open only June~October) into Upper Svaneti. Buses to Lentekhi leave three times
aday from bay 14 of Kutaisi's main bus station, and take four hours.

Continuing up the Rioni from this junctio; cr Racha; the first village,
acrss 3 bridge 1o the right, is Zeda-Gvardia, . In fact the
whole of Racha is a caver's paradise, and two ca
W73 the road enters the di

everyone will protidly tell you was Sta

'
ey opens upand the
odern spraw] of Ambrolauri on

road IMProves, d s not long before y
the Tar side of a-(and three-hours from Kugaisi),

ou_can also get here by wking a bus 10 Tqibuli then marshrutkas via
Nikortsminda (sce opposite). It's still itle more chan a village, with a small daily
market opposite the bus station and few other services. I you co cht
bank of the side stream you'll pass a defensive tower, similar to those of Svaneti
You'll reach a T-junction in five minutes: to the left is the main square with the
coundil building. a bank (withour ATM), and (on the lefe) the largely derelict
schaols. To the right  bridge crosses cascades by a former watermill; there's a café
in a former metro carriage, of all things, but nothing else other than houses on this
side of the river. On the south bank of the Rioni 12km west of Ambrolauri is the
V4ch-15th-century hall church of Bugen

Continuing castwards up the Rioni, the next village (15km from Ambrolauri) is

tesi, where you'll see the Mindatsikhe castle and the Barakoni church, a
cruciform dome church built in 1753. Beyond this lics Oni, at the junction of the
routes to North and South Ossetia. There are no buses, bue taxis charge just €
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from Ambrolauri.
isolation here for
Isracl, but there \smll:\quumh on Vakhtang V1. The muscum i wlo
carthquake damage, and its treasures are in the Kutaisi Mused
liomestay at Davit Agmashencbelis 29, run by Eka Beridze (m Au 1 5
doesi’t speak much English but is here all year.

Avery lovely road, lined with mineral springs, leads nuul\ml \m.ilg
for 25km past Utsera (where there are beds at the Fazisi mmuiﬂ wr Eﬂr’lﬁa
another of Tamar’s castles. Shovi, a few kilometres cast of Glola, was a popular
srt in Soviet times, but now there are only a few fine villas and some moribund
Islm ks set about a lovely meadow. The Pansionat Rachi and Turbasa Shovi offer
basic rooms, and better accommodation should soon be available. Just beyond is
the Mamison Pass into North Ossetia, which is closed to forcigners. A rough track
leads northwest up the Rioni Valley from west of Glola to Chiora and Ghebi, a
lively village surrounded by glaciers, from where you can hike to the
twrquoise Sasvano tarns.

There's also a very bad road east from Oni to Tskhinvali in South Ossctia, which
is presendy closed; when it reopens, there'll still be no public transport, but it's
casiest to travel on Sunday and Thursday with people returning from Oni market.

atest attraction of Racha is 15km to the south of

autifully decorated lintle church
several |

e i
0 7 pass (@ great npm
Justdowi 4 L
of mellow golden stone iscent of Somerset or the Cotswolds. It was built h,
at 11 in 1010-14 on a tight and tidy hexagonal internal ground plan; this was
11th century by the addition of porches to the west and
y.i to the south, which has a curved west end and Romanesque-
“There was a porch to the north, but this has gone (there's a
pole in the way instcad). None of chis has interfered with the external
carvings on all four fagades. Th e of Christ on the north wall, above
three perfeetly proportioned bl . Inside, the hexagonal plan produces six
apscs radiating from the centre (instead of the usual four in the shape of 1 cross)
which are all identical except that the castern one (above the very simple bluc-
painted iconostasis) is marginally longer, and the western one keads into the porch.
The dome is set on a splendid drum without squinches, piereed by 12 sli
windows with finely carved architraves, The interior was fully painted in the 16th
and 17th centuries, with the life of Christ (starting with the Nat to the right of
the entrance, together with a modern icon of the church’s patron, St Nicholas) and
portraits of local notables. The Annunciation is over the arch of the eastern apsc,
with Christ in Majesty beyond that; sce also the wooden model church
incorporated into the altar. The detached belltower, with its fireplace and spiral
staircase, was added in the second half of the 19th century. Ask for the church key
at the house with the two-storey glass front through the blue gate to the north of
the chureh. Testuatram o downhitl I_JWW:MF U I C;
Chiireh of the Archiangels at bout km37/67- There

to the west and northeast.

50 great mountain views
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MINGRELIA 4 \//_,
The main highway westward leaves Kutaisi by the bridge “W

the bus station and Kutaisi 11 railway station: at km254.5 it pmp it ...,. xI\c
left to Kopitnari Airport, and rejoins the Rioni at Samm: :?u

where the bus station is a few hundred metres west of the ra L’l ‘:j

g straight ahead from the station to the end of the g& ;Mé]&dmu
ht, the Hotel Samtredia is the obvious semi-highrise on the left; it's
pretry rough, inhabited by refugees from Abkhazia but with a fow rooms
available for GEL15, with water available only in a jug. Still, a towel and toilet paper
are provided, and the staff are trying hard. It's better to try to reach one of the
Turkish truck stops on the main highway, a couple of kilometres cast at km
291/261, or the TirPark Hotel at a petrol station a little further west. There is a
simple restaurant to the left'west at the end of the pedestrianised street, and an
ATM at Rustaveli 28, at the railway offices.

Virtually all traffic into town uses the bridge about 500m cast of the station, with
vehicles heading west performing hazardous U-turns at the bottom; not an ideal
bplll to flag down marshrutkas bue sall feasible. This is 2 major road and rail
ction; traffic to Batumi turns lefsouth here to cross the Rioni, while affic 1o
h)tl and Zugdidi conun west and then northwest. This road is lined with long
thin villages, cach merging into the next, and cach house has a garden full of citrus
trees and a water tank on a tower (spot the polyhedral one pai football).

From Abasha (km280) a road leads 34km north to Martvili, where there’s an
meeresting late-10th-century cruciform church and another from the first half of
the 7th century; the railway and bus stations are 200m west of the junction, by a
huge ugly monument,

Senaki is another industrial town and the rail junction for Poti, Ente from
the cast, the highway crosses the Tekhura River (a¢ km292/260) and the railway,
then bypasses the town to the south; buses turn off to cross back over the railway
on a level crassing, then head down the old main road past the barracks where the
1998 mutiny began. In the centre they tumn left to reach the rail and bus stations,
then loop back over the railway by another level crossing, and stwop again

; your bus appears to have
left carly, dash across the tracks and enquire at the ticket kiosk here; through buses
and minibuses also stop here. The road junction to Poti is at about km3015/250.3
6km west of Senaki; from here it's 30km o Poti or 35km to Zugdidi.

Abourt 18km northeast of Senaki (half an hour by bus towards Martvili) are the
ruins of Nokalakevi, capital of Egrisi (Lazica) from the 4th to 8th centuries. In
AD342-555 Shah Khusro T (and his famous general Mermeroes and his clephants)
failed to capture the city; but in 737 it was destroyed by the Arabs and remained in
s until the first excavations in the 1930s by the German Alfons Maria

ed like

rui

S as Arrhampn]h (Old
City), it's also been known as Tikhegoji and Dzicha (Tsikhe and Dzicha meaning
“castle’ in Georgian and Mingrelian respectively).

On a hill to the left a few kilometres north of Senaki you'll see the ruins of
Shkhepi (part of a chain of signal posts from the Black Sea, and a pleasant ja
and continue on a reasonable road through twa villages, before reac
and the gates of the ancient city 1o the left immediately after the bridge over the
Tekhuri River. The archacological site has now been fenced and there will probably
be a fee of a couple of lari from 2007. In the museum (open 10.00-16.00 except
Men), the first room on the left upstairs displays relics from the Sth to 1st centuries
ne;, including riwal clay animals, silver and bronze bracelets (there were gold ones
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o, now in Thilisi) and Greek ceramics, attesting to trade links
Sea; 1o the right are pithoi (funerary urns) from the 4th o 1st nturigs Po/ apd
replica coins, agriculcural implements, weapons (sling and cata m,s:l; nd
arrow- and spearheads), and pipes from a ‘calorifer” (undcrﬂmvrs%k\hﬂa}{r/
well as a few ceramic pieces from the 6th to 18th centuries AD, | J

The ruins are entered by a right-angled trap area and a enpesyqy] thiedi )
massive wriple wall: the outer wall, of big blocks, was built in-fhg 4t S (.
and the next two, of smaller stones, date from the 5eh and 4th C kS Td B
enclose an area of 20ha including 2 4th/5th-century citadel and two churches on
the mountin hehind. There is also a couple of modern houses, with bechives,
inside the walls; you'll also see 2 gatehouse with external stairs and the church of
the 40 Martyrs of Cappadocia {with tatty remains of frescoes, mostly hidden by a
new iconostasis), both from the éth century. Next to the church are the ruins of 2
tiny palace and the foundations of an older basilica, with those of 2 third church
just to the west

Beyond a house a tiny path leads up to a fort on a hill {as opposed to the citadel,
higher up and reached by a jeep track to the north, a pleasant walk of an hour or so
at the northern end of a very solid 19th-century girder bridge (for
pedestrians and bikes only) across the river are the remains of a Sth-century bath
house (with three rooms for three different temperatures, and red ceramic heating
clements). As corgian forts, there's a tunnel down to the river, to get
water during a sicge. On the far side of the river is a popular, if stony, beach, and 2
road leading up into a dramatic gorge with popular hot springs a kilometre or two
along. Its possible to stay at the archacological base if it's not full, or Aleko Janjava
has a homestay.

At km311 the Zugdidi road crosses the river Khobi, and soon reaches the bus
station of Khobi, opposite a massive senlpture of the sun, moon and stars, just cast
of a theatre with a matching sculpted frieze along its fr d fly-tower. Buscs
from Bawumi and Poti to Zugdidi join the road from Senaki here; a couple of
kilometres north across the railway are the ruins of Khobi monastery, founded in
AD354, and a church which dates from the 12dh and 13¢h centuries, as well as
medicval walls and a belltower.

ross the Black

=

ZUGDIDI Ie's just over 100km from Kutaisi to Zugdidi (322km from Thilisi), a city
of 31000 plus, at present, about 72000 refugees from the neighbouring Gali
districe of Abkhazia. 1¢'s full of men standing around with nothing to do, as well as
plenty of soldiers, police and aid workers ing, but nevertheless
at present there ight. It's the capital of Mingrelia or
E nee which has always gone its own way; it was ruled by the
Dadiani family from 1046 at the latest until 1857 (paying tribute to the Turks from
the 14605 until 1774, and nominally under Georgian rule at other times), and is
now the stronghold of the Zviadists (supporters of the ousted president
Gamsakhur nationalists who want a military assaule on Abkhazi
i amsakliurdias Gamziri, is not unattractive; long and
thin it has trees in the centre and a few cafts and bars. Buscs go three-quarters of
the way around the square to continue on Rustaveli, the bad main road westwards,
past a market and so-called trade centre, bustling with traders heading for the de
facto border with Abkhazia, just a few kilometres further west. o the northwest of
the bridge you'll sec a Svan defensive tower, built in the communist period to mark
a Svan restaurant.
The main bus terminal is 400m west, at the railway station (reached by bus 1);
tickets arc sold in the hall opposite the railway ticket office. There are regular
nibuses to Kutaisi, Poti and Batumi, and some to Thilisi (as well as buses to
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now a mits

Moscow). There may be a bus or minibus for Mestia here but there’s pore likely
10 be something in the area by the Svan tower, where jeeps rmd..ggql\??/‘j_ vancti
wait for passengers (and your passport details will be noted). ™.
Heading northwards along the length of the main squafe, past ¢ i:r{cma
Restaurant, a school to the left and a stadium to at, you'll coruin a chuple
of minutes 1o a park (with steps down towards the Svan ¢, 5|t Refi o) the
far side of which is the neogothic palace of the Dadiani f:nn?:mhr i g El,;
il the Russians finally took over in 1857; hﬂ.?aﬂ.m...u o :

GEL1 for Georgians).

Alexander Chavehavadze’s daughter Katarina in-law of the playwright
Griboedow) married David Dadiani, the last prince of Mingrelia (although the poet
Nikoloz Baratashvili was in love with her); their daughter Salome was the god-
daughter of Catherine the Grea and married Achille Murat, grandson of Marshal
Murat and Napoleon's sister Caroline. Thus one of Napoleon's three death masks
has ended up here, together with other bits and picces of Bonapartiana, The palace
was buil in the 17th century and extended in the 19th century; it became

n 1921. Together with the relics of Napolcon and the Dadianis, it also
houses a notable callection of Colchian gold and silver coins. To the side arc the
small Church of the Icon of the Mother of God (built in 1838), with a bare interior
and unusual semi-circular sides to the porch so that its ground plan is a cirele in a
cross plan. The chasuble of the Mother of God, brought from Jeru w0 Khobi's
Monastery of the Dormition, and now in the muscum, is taken in procession to
the church on 7 July

Just beyond are the Botanical Gardens established in 1840 by Katarina Dadiani,
complete with picturesque ruin, which are frec and make a nice spot for a stroll,
especially in spring.

™ Where to stay
£ Hotel Zugdid (14 rooms, | suite) Kostava S (the % Sasha Toboria Pushin 60; tl 215 5264%; m
firt e off Rustavel e just 2 blck from the square); 893 993679, This s 2 bomeszy in 3 hage mansion
N 218 84240; € 215 S0001. AN rooms have chean en-  with sky-bigh ceiings. Amatingly, the owners seem to
suite faciities with TV (oot cable) hot water & towes,  have 3 nation of privacy. GEL2O i (up 10 10 guests)
& there's 2 good lite cafi-bar. S, ity pretty over- inc bifost

priced. GELSO for o dblin bifost, or GEL70 fo the 2-

room AC suite.

Other practicalities The Bank of Georgia has an ATM apposite the Hotel
Kugdidi at Kostava 6, and there are others on the square at Tabukashishvilis 1 and
Zyiad Gamsakhurdias 34. There's an internet café at Rustaveli 88 (GELI per hr),
and the good new Atrinm cinema is at Rustaveli 28,

It's not wise at present to continue along the main road towards Abkhazia, but
when the situation is normaliscd again, it may be worth stopping in the village of
Rukhi, where a fortress dominating the Inguri crossing dates from 1636,

POTI

From the road junction bkm west of Senaki, it's 30km to Poti and another 82k 1o
Batumi. Poti was founded by the Grecks (as Phasis) and was re-cstablished as a
Tarkish fort, which was the Tub of the trade in Circassian slve-girks, the most
ighly prized in the Ottoman Empire, Development of the modern port began in
1858 and was boosted by the arrival of the Transcaucasian Railway in 1872
Nowadays itis Georgia's largest port, with a capacity of 5-6 million tonncs a year,
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largely containerised; a train-ferry terminal opened in 1999, to link Poftijwith
llyichevsk (near Odessa, Ukraine) and Varna (Bulgaria). The Kareay ? ai
Group took a 99% share of the shipbuilding yard, and the port qu A/nkfyi
privatised. \

16 a city of 50,000 people: unatractive and without much tg ses. it difes affer
couple of comfortable places to stay. It's the base for the mglmfé;’{cim&hﬁwﬂ
(see below) whose headquarters and visitor centre are at Gurid 322, bS] J

Crossing the bridge just south of the station to the big cquestrian statue of
Tsotne Dadiani (who led an uprising against the Mongols and was killed by being
coated with honey and left to be by inscets), you'll find the market (and
exchange stalls) immediately on your right, beyond a decent café-bar.
ht (westwards) past the market, and you'll reach the cathedral. Built in
1906-07 and based on Haghia Sophia in Istanbul, it was a theatre under
communism and is now being restored as a church

Heading north from the cathedral, you'll cross the river and pass the new
building of the National Bank of Georgia (there’s no ATM) and the grotesque new
courthouse: Davit Agmashencbelis leads north past fine buildings built around the
turn of the 20th century, of which a surprising number are now heing refurbished
and repainted; a stadium and lighthouse are visible to the left

Eventually the road crosses a smelly channel to a roundabout. On the north side
of the roundabout are statues of Alexandre Dumas the elder (the French writer,
who arrived here) and Niko Nikoladze (the five-term Mayor of Poti from 1894 to
1912 who rebuilt the port and city). The road swings left to reach the port in
around 200m; dhere’s a big modem grey ferry rerminal, and a small chapel.
Immediately north of the terminal is the yacht club, with electricity, water and fuel
available for yachts, and shower, sauna and café terrace for their crews; it also
organises races and other eve

GETTING THERE There arc day trains from Thilisi and Kutaisi plus an over
train from Thilisi. Buses and marshrudas for Thilisi (09.00, 11.00 and 15.00),
Batumi (hourly), Kutaisi, Senaki and Zugdidi wait at the market (the
west of the train station, is closed).

¥ WHERE T0 STAY
7 Hotel Kolkheti (00 te) Kostma 1, right from 7 Hetel Aachor (14 rooms) Gegidze 30, just to
the station to follow the river for about B00m to the  the right from the rondabout; ™ 193 26000, 293
bridge facing the cathedral, I's 2 typicaly rundown, 253057 f 293 24600. A good. modern hotel with
wrnvafthe-2it-centry i, Bousing veuges from AL, cabie TV with good Grundig sets & a mice
Abkharia bt with some spare rooms. Advatistration s restaurant, English s spoken at recption, & theyl
one fght upstirs & o the right i o 18 Theres  exchange U5 dollas. el GELI00, twin GELI 20,
only cold water in jugs. Sgf GEL30, or GELIOfyou  suites GEL200.
abow someon ta share the connecting room.

€ WHERE 10 EAT
38 Calé Argo s 2 grassy square {oow being “feal Prepared by Recepion of Safc Loran’
built on) rom Hote Klbhes. Offers dishes sach a5 5% Caé Bon Appett Just to the st of Hotel Anchor,

There are a few half-decent restaurants on T

vit Agmashenebelis (the Bistro, really
justa bar, the Asteroid, Aristokrat Café and Fazisi).

arc banks with ATMs on Davit Agmashebelis,
IntellectBank at No 30, Peoples Bank at No 49 and

OTHER PRACTICALITIES 1
TH

at No 50
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A ity i iy gy e A Eovelig ity Wik 1 a,wum-.h i
st signed in Einglish and strect names translated. There's atigl u at
Ko S i o Tl ey s e’ o i “m&

e DEL it o Mor_ o 09 303000 ot g GELTN uur
MALTAKVA On the far side of the Horel Kolkhids, Rustaveli EA b FarTadhn
; fours EIE B

s staucs, s, dodgems and an unservicealél
{as Mshvidoha) to the sea; it’s possible to walk south along the dirty grey
beach for 3km to the Maltakva resort area, an impressiv st complex,
built to hold water-skiing championships on the so-called Golden Lake. It's casier
to follow the Batun cither from the statue or by taking Akal i
wrning to the left from the Hotel Kolkhida, and then afer about Thin wrning right
past a cemetery. Behind it is Lake Palcostomi, where you can see plenty of birds in
season. In the migration scasons and in winter this is black with waterfowl,
aldhough there’s liede to see at other times. Under communi

sca by an artificial channel, the Kaparecha River, and the changes
causing major environmental problems; expan ]
Khulevi port 1 the narth may ¢

3

m to the Maltakva turning
this way, m ating 500m north of the Malakva
turning, You can walk through a turnstile to the right just south of this terminal,
or take a road from km#2/39 (opposite a large ugly monument of Jason holding the
G glish sign to Maltakva). This leads thraugh a pinc wood
and then after 200m right to the comples; from the beach you should turn inland
at a half-built hotel isolated by the sca and cross a long, modern rusty-colourcd
footbridge. The watcr-skiing ramp is still there in the lake, but the spectator
facilities arc all derclict.

1 Where to stay
7= Casno Gokden Lke el Jus belre the

track bed aboat 100m west), at the Restavrant lasoni

footridge; 233 2122 S GELSO, e
GELSD, both with

7 Hote Okrosthar On the fainorth side of the
footbridge, under the grandstand for viewing the
vater sking, %\ 293 2072, A small place with iy,
cunningly designed, spitievel rooms. Washing facities
are shared, & theres no bkt Tou @n eat at 2
basic alé across the brdge. You can abo use the
swimming pocl & gy GELZ0 pp.

7 Hotel Paleostomi " 293 20929. A further Ik
1o the south along the main road (or the old raibeay

The campsite at the nor
Railway in the park behind it,

d of the complex has closed, as has the Pionee:
but you could camp wild near the Hotel Okrostbar,

(ie Jasun; kmBI/40), whete th longer manhruta §
route terminates, a road leads S0m east to the Hotel
Paleostomi. Ask at the house behind the 4 Large
bungalows in which you can stay. There's curenty no
bifast & no TV, & no Engish is spoken. Theyre
buikding an extension with 4 fuxe rooms, with prirate
bathroom & TV. This is an ideal location for
birdwatchers, 25 Lake Paleostom lies immediately
beyond the hotel GEL20 pp wih shored focies; ke
rooms (when completed) GEL30-50.

KOLKHETI NATIONAL PARK Tinmediatcly beyond the lake, on three sides, is the
Kolkheti (Colchis) National Park. now recognised as globally important wetlands
and listed as a Ramsar site; the reserve is in four parts wtalling 44,849ha (including
15,7421 of water). The best birdwatching is to the east of the lake, reachable only
by boat. The coast both north and south of Poti and the wedands inland, along
rivers such as the Rioni, arc very young, having formed only in the last 6,200 years.
In other words. when Jason and the Ao came here from Greece in the 13th
century iC, there was only open sca here, Then around 55008c: the connection

194



from the Mediterrancan 1o the Black Sca burst upen, causing the biblical Great
Flood, which in fact lasted for about 35 years, and raising the sea Jewel up to
100m. Now there is a coastal sandbank with peat bogs, up to 12m defy Il
below sea level) behind, with a system of lagoons. The largest
18:2km’ in area and up 0 3.2m decp: it's a stopover for 21 threale

and there are 173 other bird species resident here. Despite heg \ﬂau-ﬂup.l
ies of endemic and nlxnil}

there are still important commu
wetlands. Among the most interesting is the wingnut trec, w
“hina and Japan, as well as an endemic oak; it's also one orm ﬂn]y wo
remaining spawning grounds of the Atlantic sturgeon. You may also sec three
species of dolphin offshore. Many international and Georgian NGOs are now
invelved in the conservation of the Colchic wetlands, notably the Worldwide Fund
for Nature, the Poscidon Marine Association and the Georgian Centre for the
Conservation of Wildlie. The park headquarters, where they're building a modern
visitor centre, is at Guria 222, 4k south of ¢ nd a long way from
212 (% 293 23055; e knpGknp.ge; wine

Immediately south of the cheekpoint at kmdl) yowll cross a bridge over ¢
Kapartcha River from Lake Paleostomi to the sea, and at another 3km further south
you'll finally leave Poti municipality and the province of Mingrelia, and eneer Guria.
his s a small province, known both for its immensely complex polyphonic singing,
and for its people who are both very politic 3
would see as a contradiction in terms; nevertheless

The first village in Guria on the coast road is Grigoleti, populated by the
descendants of Protestants exiled from Russia; here it meets the direct road (and,
Jjust south, the railway) from Samtredia to Batumi, via Lanchkhuti (31km from
enaki, with 4 fine Stkhanovite statuc) and Supsa,

Just inland of Grigoleti (north of the junction with the coast road at km57),
where four big storage tanks are visible, Supsa is the terminal of the refurbished
oil pipeline from Baku, opened in 1999, This carries just 80.000 barrels a day or
four million tonnes a year, which could be increased to ten or 12 million tonnes a
year. The Hotel Andamati (m 899 446097; wwnwhotelandamati.com) caters to the
oil industry, with 24 doubles at US$80, six half-suites (US$150) and three suites
h DVD, jacuzzi (US$240), with tenmis court and seawater poal.

When the land was privatised, the élite took the best farming land, and the rest gt
the marshy land across the Supsa River to the south, which was then required for the
terminal; however, the campensation offered was derisary, leading to a lawsuit and
the detention of their Lawyer on thoroughly dubious grou while, the
Khulevi port and refinery are being built on some 96ha of wetland north of Poti,
home to migratory watcrbirds and supposedly protected by the Ranssar Convention.

There are fish restaurants by the coast road south w Kobuleti, notably opposite
the station of Ureki; this attractive litle resort, on the coast 1.5km west, is famous
for the healing properties of its iran-rich black sand. Soviet doctors sent patients for
rest, relaxation and treatment at the resort’s three sanatoria, Before his untimely
h Badri Patatkatshishvili started r\.dtvf]ﬁpll\tlll aimed at creating a Western-
standard resort. Crossing the tracks and following the road ahead (with a good
pavement), there are three good guesthouses on the st road to the right — the

ldle one is the Sakhli (White House), with a sign (in Georgian only, in
white on blue with a red arrow) on the main road. Beds here cost GEL5-20 per
person depending on season and which meals yon take; yowll generally need to
bring your own bed linen or a sleeping bag to the guesthouscs. It's another 200m to

ls. Mea
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the small park (refurbished by Patarkatshishvili) with modern toilets and lots of
benches; on the far side of the roads lead down w the beach, Ardad/gl

coast southwards only (the ITM map is wrong here); the first fitnel ety the
Edemi (m 899 101393) is a new four-storey block with threk ro mﬁw;
per room (June-August only); jmlh-yundnlullcng!:nslhn“&{oﬂtﬁ' (Takdishvill
77; 0 899 205445, 899 118683, © infolakolihidage), once they it fland
now a large hotel complex, open all year, with 76 double yoymsrehyee prrpiens
and 12 suites, with three soccer pitches. Further south are Mé Riviéra erib
(much like the Edemi), the Hotel Elite (m 899 540712) and the Hotel Premium
(N 647470; @ hotelpreminmic ). The small near the park are
adequate, pleasantly rustic but a bit samey, all serving fish kefali and kambula.

The capital of Guria is Ozurgeti, south of Lanchkhuti; it's a drab, uninteresting
town, but the starting point for visits to some atiractive old churches in the hills
Just to the southeast. The closest is the medicval Monastery of Shemokmedi, 7km
south. The others are to the north near Lanchkhuti (on the main road from
Samuredia to Bammi); from Chkonagora, 9km cast of Lanchkhuti, a road is
signposted south to the nunnery of Sameba-Jikhetis - the road is steep and passable
only in good weather, but the views over the Kolkhetis National Park are great. It's
best to take a guide with a 4x4 vehicle, and you may still have to walk the last bit;
the Festival of the Virgin on 21 September is a good time to visit. The Maral
monastery of Jumatis is to the south from km38, 7km west of Lachkhuti.

There's a better road southeast from Buknari, on the Samtredia-Ozuregti road,
via_the Nabeglavi mineral spring (fimous for its sodium bicarbon:
available in botdes all over Georgia) to Bakhmaro, in the mour
sea level just north of the Adjaran border. Once a Soviet children’s health resort,
it's only accessible from mid June to mid October; in July and August it's full of
Georgians who come atch the sunset, drink wine and chat by a bonfire.
Roams are cheap and you can buy some food, but you may wane to bring extra
food and camping gear because there are na amenities,

Ozuirgeti is now reached by a railway from the coast, with day and night
i i and a local from Batumi, but it's a very roundabout routc and you're
bestoff taking a bus from Samtredia or Batumi. Lanchkhuti is on the main road and
railway between Samiredia and Batumi, and thus 2 very easy swopping-off point

ABKHAIIA

Abkhazia, the westernmast district of Georgia, has cffectively seceded, and is
closed to Western visitors despite having been the Sovier Union's most popular
£ 5. Nevertheless, bodies such as the United Nations and the
there, and it may be possible to enter fr Russia or by
boat from Trabzon, so for the benefit of the few presently going there and in case
the situation suddenly changes, here is a brief summary of the b hts.
Entering in the far west from Sochi or the Adler airport, both in Russia, you'll
immediately reach Leselidze, site of 2 huge children’s holiday camp and a training
centre for the Soviet team before the Moscow Olympics, and then Gantiadi, where
the Tsandripsh basilica, built in the $th century, has perfect acoustics due to
resonating hollows built into its walls. From here the road nums below cliffs to the
town of Gagra, which claims to be the warmest place on the Black Sca, wich
bathing from February to November; you can sce the ruins of a Sth-century castle,
a Gth-Tth-century basilica and a park stocked with subtropical plants. It is then
14km to the road south w Bichvinta (better known by its Russian name of
Pitsunda), where a modern resort abuts the only forest of the relict long-needled
Pitsunda pine Pinws pithyusa, stretching cast for Tkm along the beach. By the 14-
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storey hoteks is the late 10th-century Church of the Mother of God, large and

externally very rounded. Large numbers of Russian tourists are once aghin

¢his area and there are now plenty of beach hotels; the season runsfrom/ Ay :?
v

Ocrober and hotel rooms can be had for just 200 Russian roublys Tabout
with better roams in guesthouses costing from about U\szu in ! April
October to double that in August G EIE
Onee back on the main road, this swings inland to run paral i UI m
and in 7km reaches Bzyb (or Bzipi), where there’s an aurd L{I. ity
church and the junction to Lake Ritsa. This road follows a wucy into the hills
inland for 41km to the lake, in a stunning location at 950m, below the 3,256m peak
of Mount Agapsta on the border to the north "
a motel open here, as well as boat hi
boar, roc and red deer, plus mountain goats and trout. Some of the world’s deepest
caves are in mc Bzipi Ridge, including the Kruger Abyss, only found in 2005, and
the Voronya Cave, now explored to a depth of 2,140m, ¢
The main road rewums to the coast at Musera (site of
continics to Gudauta, a resort which is also the site of the 10th-11th-century Abaat
basilica and a Russian army base; Skm north is Lykhny, site of the 14th-century palace
of the Abkhazian kings and a 10th-century Byzantine church. It's another 20km along
the coast to Novy Afon (known in Greek as Anakoj Georgian 1
Atoni), where the 9th-10th-century Church of St Simon the Canaanite (who came to
this area with St Andrew in AD55 and is buried in Komani near Sukhumi) was the seat
of the Bishop of Abkhazia. There's also a tower built in the 13th century by the
Genoese. In 1875-86 the Monastery of New Athos was built by manks from Athos
in Greece; it's been described as ‘a delirious fantasy of a building with silver domes
bubbling up out of the mouninside, its walls painted in rich yellows and red,
crowned by spires’. Under th werted into a holiday camp,
and suffered badly from ‘official
and beyond it the Anacopi
1961 and opened to visitors (except on Sundays and Mondays) in 1975, with an
clectric-train tour of its beauniful rock formations. There are nine chambers over
100m in length and 40-60m in height, and the longest is 140m long

SUKHUMI The coast road soon crosses the Gumista River and enters Sukh
capital of Abkhazia, which was founded in the 5th century B as the €
Dioscurias. The ruins of rias have been underwater for 2,500
still sinking slowly: the remains of the Roman fort of Sebastopolis, built in the 2nd
century AD, survive by the quayside, and the 10th-century castle of King Bagrat
ands on 2 600m hill by the remains of an 11¢h-12th-century church, Also here is
the 15th-century Turkish fort of Sukhum-Kale (Tarkish for ‘Water Sand’), rebuilt

Gardens were very fine et i
5000 species and varieties of plants
herbaceous plants, as well as 500 species in gr
h ium. Abkhazia is known for the great ages its inhabitants can live to, and
stenarians’ Choir (Nariaa) had members up to 130 years in age. Also
here is the Abkhazian Stawe Muscum, with Greek statues and local history.
Intourist used to provide Jation at the Hotel Abkhazia (2 Frunze St
%2311} and the Campsite Sukhumi (3 29568), just north ar Gumista. For some
years the only place to stay was the Hotel Aitar in a 1960s" sanatorium in what is
now the UN" compound, charging US$5 per person; now there arc new
guesthouses, charging from around U$$30 for a room

the herl
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Georgia has some very rich people indeed, who made their
Boris Yeltsin's 'gangster capitalism' period, and cashed out
returned home, m:,emwdmgmwmuww!hgmr e

Badri Patarkatsishvil came home in 2001 and bought a Aés lbkia Enardeen!]

pressured with tax audits of Imedi and his other companies. In 2006 he sold 30%.
of Imedi to Rupert Murdoch, and in january 2008 ran in the presidential election,
taking 7% of the vote. He was accused of plotting a coup but died in his English
mansion in February 2008 of what does seem to have been a heart attack.

According to Forbes magazine, Bidzina lvanesiwil is the world's | 73rd richest person,
worth US$4.5 bilion. He's now sold Impexbank and his minerals business in Russia
{where he was known as Boris), and in Georgia his TV station, known for its balance,
dosed after the Rose Revolution. mmmhnhﬁmdMn&r
Sacchere, and is busy makir paying to restore Th i Theatre
and Botanic Garden and Batumis 26 May Park, among other projects, s well as
buikling a new ski-it in Bakuriani and a Disney-style park on the Black Sea coast

Wmhmm&nsmmm who turned a small
United Machinery. He was
awomdmmxﬂamwammmm but after
hﬁnsaﬂminmmhupmmwwwmmemwmmm
s a strong advocate of fiberal reform, deregulation and privatisation, although
nationalists accuse him of being ready to sell the entire state to Russia.

Finally, Mamuka Khazaradze began his career buying and selling pamtings, raising
the capital to open two shops and then the TBC Bank, now Georgia's largest; he's
aso president of Georgian Glass and Mineral Water, and of the Georgan
Reconstruction and Development Company, which has plans for a resort at Lisi
szem:medgenl‘lua TBC Bank has also put a great deal of money into civic

projects, notably the US$6 milion restoration of the bank's headquarters (the
tormerTM&Cemra]DepamuSwre buitin 1913) on Marjanishvili St. to launch.
the revitalisation of the dity's less fashionable left bank.

FROM SUKHUMI T0 ZUGDIDI Continuing cast along the coast, 6km from Sukhumi a
rough road leads another 6km up the westright bank of the Kelasuri River to
Kelasuri, where you can sce the Great Wall of Abkhazia, buile by the 6th century An
as a defensive line along the river. You'll also pass the 11th-12th-century arched
bridge of Besleti, 13km from Sukhumi. It's another 13km along the main road
(passing Gulripshi, where there are dolmens dating from the 3rd and 2nd centurics
5¢) to Dranda, near Sukhumi’s airport, where there’s 2 9th-century church by the
river Kodori. About 30km further east a road leads inland to Mokvi, site of a cave-
church built in the an960s, with five aisles, and a cupola on four pillars, Beyond the
rown of Ochamchire (54km from Sukhumi) the road heads inland through rich
subtropical farmland and hazel trees, soon passing the mrning noreh 1o Bedia, where
a 10th-century church was home of the Bedia Chalice, now in the Art Muscum in
Thilisi. The church’s frescoes include the only portrait of Bagrat 111 (975-1014), the
first king of a unified Georgia, to be made during his lifetime; unformnately it was
damaged after the fall o Beyond Gali the road reaches the border at the
bridge over the Ingu hort of Zugdidi; Unomig, the United Nations
mission in Georgia, operates a free shuttle bus across the bridge several times a day.
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Svaneti, the land of the Svans or Svanebi, hidden in obscure recesses of the High
Caucasus, is an area to which much mystery attches itself. It's seen as more
Georgian than Georgia praper, the repository of the country’s soul, due to having
been the last refuge from the Mongols — the holiest icons and richest rreasures were
carried up beyond the Inguri gorges for safe keeping in times of erisis, and artistic and
religious traditions are felt to have been better preserved here than elsewhere. At the
same time the Svans are seen as strong but simple, speaking a 6th-century dialect of
Georgian which is largely incomprehensible to the people of Kartli and Kakheti, and
ften disregarding the norms of law and order, Tourists may be held up and robbed
(there are lots of Kalashnikovs around, and no police outside Mestia), so you'd be
well advised not to go to Svanett alone or without knowing where you'll be staying,
More and more independent backpackers are arriving and people can sec the
cconomic benefits of tourism, but the total was still only 1,200 in 2005, and there are
still robberics from time to time. During the civil war in Abkhazia, when refugees
n-populited upper reaches of the Kodori and Sakeni rvers,
some were grected by soup kitchens at th cs, but others were robbed by their
fellow Svans. The typical Svan name “Kurd ctually means ‘thiet”, alchough the
family has in fact produced many well-known Thilisi architects and artists.
However, the Svans arc for the
amazing beauty of the surraunding peaks, the clusters of defensive towers that
dominate the villages, and the frescacs and icons of the churches, entice ever-

JILTURE AND HISTORY

The Svan culture shows clear ties with ancient Sumeria and Mesopotamia, though
many of them are blonde with green eyes. They've lived herc since the 2nd
millennium e, and wdations of the oldest defensive towers can be dated o
the Ist century BC. These towers are Svaneti’s most distinetive feature, more
elaborate than those in Khevsureti and elsewhere to the east, with fortified tops and
roofs. There are now about 175 towers, dating from the 6th o 16th centuries (most
being from the 9th to 13th centuries), and a couple of dozen have been restored. In
Roman times the Greek geographer Strabo called the Svans 'a mighty people .
foremost in courage and power’s they were formally Christian by AD323 but even
today their religion retains swrong clements of paganism, such as sacrificing rams on
religious festivals and placing their homs on the aliar, The Svan su Lile may
well be the same as the Sumerian E nd the u\h;,m of Lakhamu may be named
affer the Sumerian water god. Now, St Barbara is scen as an equivalent of the sun
god, while St George (Dzgrag) is revered as an equivalent 1o the moon god.
Nominally under the control of Colchis, then La

of Abkhazia then of a unified Georgia from the

Oo(ﬂﬂlslll QNY 34N0NN)  Baueag



N7
AlM05Y=
gﬂo?ﬂf’]mﬂj-

45

.‘\;J

3

ILINVAS

Y :
N e /.I.Jc,” -
Oy ¥3g wsiﬁ: - ONIQ¥WEIYN hﬁaw V.
E] L
Nv s sny

#

VIZVHNEY

¢ W M3ddn

e ol
v Za

200



DaammnNaysbeenmmandpmmmlnrmwSuam even !

of the motor car, 5o it's not surprising that many traditions have o,

with t. Men don't shave for 14 days after a death, while widows welar black it

lapel badge bearing a photo of the deceased. mmmmﬁﬂmﬂoﬂﬁfﬂ
more photos, and wisitors will be given a drink, to pour a few dr8pi, &l MpEF| <)  of
and toast the deceased with the rest. Forty days and three months after the death,
family and friends go to the cemetery: a table is set up on the grave with food and
drink (and perhaps other household items such as 2 radio). The women wail and

cry. then the men line up. hats off, to say prayers and, of course, toast the deceased
with chacha; then the table is removed from the grave, and the food is eaten.

As in every Orthodox church, tapers are it by everyone who comes into a church;
those at the front left are for prayers for women, those at the front right are for
prayers for men, and those at the back are for the dead.

The dead are commemorated on Mariamoba (St Mariam's Day, 28 August), and
also in Khaishi on Jvedi Ham, the second Sunday in January, when the souls of dead
relatives stay overnight with their families, and in Ushguli on Lipanali, the Monday
ahter 19 January. Singing at funerals combines pre-Christian wailing traditions with
Christian singing, by both men and women but not together.

n Tamar (who ruled from 1184 w0 1213), who
and is still revered there. The Svans were largely
undisturbed by the Mongols (althiough Tamerlane’s horde passed through in 1397),
and came under a Russian ‘protectorate” in 1833, local auton, d

he last Tarist governor was driven out in 1905, 1
ident unal 1924, The wheel and the acroplane both appeared i
ht-month winter and the permanently ruinous state of the roads,
are sl happy 0 wse heavy ox-dedges 35 cheir man means uf

in Thilist or other citics
ever cle: In Rustavi,
Svan villages. In the winter of 1987 a terrible avalanche
once, mostly children in a school it Ushguli, and the following year around 4,000 of
the 16,000 residents of Zemo (Upper) Svaneti left. In all there are 45,000 Svans in
Georgia, of whom 12,000 remain in Zemo Svaneti, about 2,500 of them in Mestia,
Logging (prabably about double the official level of 60,000m’ per annum) is leading
i amili ach year,
However, it has to be said that the bulk of the death woll is entirely self-inflicted,
as young men keep on killing themselves in road accidents; when I was in Mestia
amilics were mourning dhree young men killed i entircly separate
The 117km road from Zugdidi to Mestia is notorious as the most
n Georgia, and is lined with shrines at aceident sites, Under the shrine
is a shelf laden with botdes and glasses, and friends will stop and drink a toast of
chacha in memory of the deceased; the =bsurd‘|ry nl’dru g ﬁnwa:cr in memory
of someone who
Svans, I's also rec 5% of the population (600
people) were killed in feuds, so now rklluu\ms\ is ingrained, and ‘fool’ is the
strongest insult the Svans allow themselves.
A typical Svan village is actually composed of perhaps half-a-dozen separate
clusters of around 30 households huddled around their defensive towers. These
are normally about 28m wall (perhaps following a formula by which the height of
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yes ahedu thank you /
no desa helio 1
e ol 9GN30

EHEES R EN]
the tower should equal the sum of the four sides), and unlike those of Ossetia and
elsewhere they are crencllared and roofed. They were probably buile by spiral
scaffolding, with rocks hoisted up by oxen. In some villages the oldest and largest
will be the ‘war tower’, standing separately on a hilltop. The traditional home or
machuhi consists of one spacious room with living space in the centre separated by
carved wooden partitions from the livestock stalls around the walls, Churches are
generally tiny, just 5-6m’, and they're single-nave basilicas, mostly built between
the 8th and ldth cemurics, with frescocs painted between the 10th and 12th
centurics, both on the inside and the outside of the churches. They tend 1o be
opened perhaps twice a year for festivals, but the key holder may let you in. Svan
icons are remarkable for the standard of their chased metalwork, and the finese
xamples, made at the end of the 10th century and stare of the 11th century, are
kept safe i the homes of the k: ding familie:

The national dish of Svancti is kubdari, bread stuffed with meat, They also make
particularly fine khachapuri, known as teeshdvar. The local firewater is a particularly
horrible form of chaciia, made from bread due to the lack of grain.

Svaneti has kept alive a primeval and ethereal style of three
pentatonic harmonies (unlike the rest of Georgia). This is often
changi, the Svan harp, which looks as if it's come seraight off a Greek vase, of the
lute-like dhianuri, Svaneti is also rich in round-dances, which gradually accelerate,

SVANETI FESTIVALS There are around 50 festivals throughout the year in Svaneti,
not o mention the various inescapable ceremonies remembering the dead (see
page 201).

® Jvedi Ham — in Khaishi on the second Sunday of January,  “Long Night
when the souls of the dead stay overnight with their familics

* Lipanali ~ in Ushguli on the Monday afier 19 January, commemorating dead
family members

* Lagami ~ in Latale and Lenjeri at the end of February, with a ‘batde” of snow
towers

* Lamproba — in all the Svan villages ten weeks before Easter, commenmarating
St George and the spiritual unity of the village with candles (lampari) for cach
male in the family plus one for St George

* Kashvetoba — in Lenjeri and Kala the third week after Easter, when women
marricd in other villages return to their roots

* Kaishoba - in Nakra, Pari and Becho eight weeks after Easter, the Festuval of
the Archangels

® Hulishoba — in Nakra, Becho and Ushguli ten weeks after Easter, the
adoration of God the Father, with animal sacrifices and sports such as horse
racing, arm wrestling and rock lifting

# Giorgoba — in all the Svan villages on 6 May, the birthday of St George

* Petre-Pavloba — in all the Svan villages on 12 July. the festival of Saines Peter
and Paul

® Rvirikoba — in Kala on 28 July, the main religious festival of Svaneti,
commemorating Saints Kvirike and Ivlina:
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* Eliaoba - in Lenjeri and Tzvirmi on 2 August, the feast of the Prophet

* Livskhwari - in Ushguli on the first Sunday of August, marking the 7{:} the
grass-cutting scason

Mariamoba — in all the Svan villages on 28 August, the F\sn‘\;a.m;

Mary

o Lalkhori - in Erseri on the first Sunday of October, a celebrgt] SEhilis "“ﬂ

solidarity SNL=NA0IT5S

Giargoba — in all the Svan villages on 23 November, commemorating St

Georgy riyrdom

For Kvirikoba, on 28 July, almost cveryone in Svaneti descends on the
mountaintop site of Kala for a real ‘gathering of the clins”. As you'd expect, there's
a lot of aleohol-fuelled sing and some religious observance involving the
ifice of bulls or goats. Dating from Roman times or before, it's linked to the
pagan deity Kviria, protector of the fertility of soil, man and animals. In addition
you can buy hand-carved wooden drinking vessels, traditional v fele hats and
other crafowork direct from the artisan, as :'\I as tra Svan food. Ousiders
arc welcome, and a uip is li seoTrck (m 877 730489, 899
48292; e gmfia nbers) for five days/four
s (izjrlm{mg o mghts on trains to and from Thilisi),

Global Georgian Airways (Y 988026; m 899 440409: f 939136; & mrar
yahowom) fly from Mestia to Thilisi at 09.00 on Wednesdays and Fridays, taking
just 45 minutes and costing GEL6O; these are subsidised flights (Svans pay half
. routinely overbuoked and weather dependent, and so are definitely not to be
relied on. However the plane (a 17-scat Antonow) is available for charter the other
five days of the week; there are also flights from Kutaisi. There's 2 marshrutka from
Thilisi at 07.00 daily (11hrs; GEL25), but rln\ s ﬁ\r masochists only, It's far moy
comTorable 1o ke th utkas [mm
I’urT-d—lc rive up the | 20

5 Hote if you plan to take the
mgm train_to_Thilisi; far better to gota @n rutka to Kutaisi and break your

ourncy there.
By road, Svaneti is best reached from Zugdidi, although there is also a very
poor (probably impassable) road from the less interesting region of Kvemo

(Lower) Svaneti. From Zugdidi the road heads north across the plains straight
towards Elbruz (across the border in Russia, and the highest peak in Europe at
5.642m), between two near-continuous rows of houses, then climbs up a side
valley before cutting across to the west to reach the Inguri Valley upstream of
Georgia's largest hydro-clectric station; even so vehicles have to stop at a
checkpoint manned by Russian peacckeeping troops. They'll wan cigarettes, but
should be no problem otherwise. The road, strewn with rock falls, follows the
side of the valley high above the reservoir, passing through half-a-dozen tunnels.
Above the head of the reservoir (where you can sce how quickly it’s filling with
silt) the road relatively soon reaches Khaishi, the first of the Svan villages

20 separate lirtle settl 76km and two hours from Zugdidi.
The road crosses to the right/west bank after five minutes and gets much rougher
as the valley closes in: after Lakhani and the turning north up the Nakra Valley,
the valley opens out as it turns east into the upper Inguri Valley, with fantastic
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views of Elbruz, Uzhba, Tetnuldi and Shkara. The road passes abave g
of Pari, &hice inhabited by notorious robbers who were eventuglly, ,I!‘
Cossacks. At km96 it passes Lakhamula (centre of a group u} Bidn
Khveda Luka, before climbing steadily and then coasting down ol
edidi. From here the Dolra Valley leads pord) fo, s
village of 11 settlements right below Uzhba, 1v's not muclhdtaliikd i.lmfl. a
ent with defensive towers: this is the centil[pas CEATHHE G kg of
d is the first of the truly Svan villages, having
always been free from the foudal system
ra and Inguri rivers, i
Svaneti. The Matsquari Church of the $

four hours from

biggish settle
Latale, which means ‘guard’

berween the Mulkl

1140 on the hillop above t

viour, a small on
settlement of Matsqvarish (9km from Mestia), has

o B

fine 12¢th-century frescoes, including one of the coronation of Demetre | by the

Svan painter Mik

Maglakeli (1142), the only medicval painting on a secular

theme in Svanet, This shouldn't be confused with the Matsquari church nearby

in Nesg
2km further on, the road
(and itself centre of a village of

painted on the northern f
contemporary fresco of
(in place of the dragon) inside

i, which has 9th-10th-century frescocs by a master c:
Lenjeri, the first of the
crtlements) with ha
towers; here the Lashtkhveri Church of Taringzel (the Archany
famous fresco of Amirani (the Georgian Prometheus) killing the d

¢ in the 14th and 15th
g the pagan Roman Emperor Diocletian

o
t George kill

lled Giorgi. Just
lages of Mestia®
-dozen fairly scauered
1) has a very

Devi,
d a

I¥'s another 2km 1o the town of Mestia itself, at 1.470m, with the Old Town on the
right banl i d

Spacious main square i
pure Svan, with steep stony alle

defensive towers — in 1887 the climber Douy

Mestia alone, but now the;
drop you in the square, w

accommodation. It’s best o arrange accommodation before you leave Thilis

airstrip on
nd no internet café.

ed 80 towers in
with j ca. Buses will
r you're likely to be met with offers of

isi (with

Cancasus Travel or GeorgiCa Travel, for instance) and ro be met off the bus, but if

not, you should seck out a homestay.

7% WHERE TO STAY AND EAT
2 Nino Japaridze (4 rooms) i 699 572850;
@ mestia @ yahoo.com, The former mayor & her
sister Eka. (m1 899 380300) hare a house on the
left/west side of the square (look for a garage with
grey metal doors) with prrvate dbl rooms & 2
bathroems with hot shawers, & they can alio
organise hikes & excursions, US$20-25 FB.
7 Nino Ratiani Tamar 1, Akhalthens; 224
1182; m B9% 183555, or Buba Jafark; m 899
541155, Nino is abo very well connected, & speaks
some English, while her daughter Tamuna is fluent;
theyie located at a mini-market only Jmins from
the square back along the Tugdidi road, with chean
white light airy roams. inchuding large quantites of
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delicious Sran food. GEL30,

2 Borls Khordiani 1 859 157091, 899 175670,
The family also have 2 mice house with large rooms
& hot water, but they speak only Georgian &
Rusgian

£ David Thorzheliani Tetnuldi 4, right next 10 St
George's Church; 1 899 344948, Rooms for up to
4 are available inc all food & hot showers; they
have a car available & can organise weks & trigs,
& make their own chacha! USS20 pp.

& Tsier Gablani (4 rooms) Rustaeel 16, m1 899
589358. Tsiuri is an English teacher who abio speaks
German, with a good library. The street, formerly
Rustaveli, was renamed after her father, a fine




the square, down the lane by the run-down shop. accomeodation for Caucasus Tmal\a
USS25 pp 8. USSID-12 pp.

There's just one bad restaurant, but it doesn't matter as m:bwﬂ

hom provide large quantities of food. It might be worth lg%jn}g. Ageg]
chewing gum made of fir-tree resin chewing gum, which selly Er GEL giabes
a lot of work to get it chewy. a4

'WHAT TO SEE AND DO

Museum of History and Ethnography (wimicsion GIEL10 for foreigners, plus GE
for a quide, who doesw’t speake English; open 11.00-16.00 except Sun). This musev
now in its impressive new home across the river, built several years ago across the
river but not opened for a long time duc to the political problems of persuading
villages such as Ushguli to release their treasured icons. The exhibits now b
English and Georgian captions; the ethnographic collection consists of bits and
picces such as a loom, a sled, Svan furniture and musical instruments, dacha stills,
guns, wickerwark, and a jug that belonged 10 Tamar, as well as lots of copies of
coes. You can also see Bronze-Age mu.nlwork from € . coins with
Macedonian, Turkish, Russian or Georgian in ons from various eras, 10th-
century church doors, an 11-12th-century b shicld, jewellery made of
xandrite, Caucasian metal pots, and Svan mail armour. Thisst oo scinating
photos of Mestia in 1890, showing very little sign of change since. However wha
is unmissable is the treasury, with the first room housing astounding Gospels from
the 9th—13th centuries - perhaps only the Labskaldi one quite matches the Book of
Kells for artistic richess, but to have half-a-dozen ancient books of such grace an
finesse in one place is amazing. The second room contains wonderful icons and
crosses all showing a remarkable quality of metalworking, The oldest, of Saints
Mary and Barbara, was made in the 9th centary, bur most are from the 11th to carly
13th centurics, the so-called Georgian Renaissance or golden age. One of the
finest, though not made in Svaneti, is of the Forty Martyrs, from the 11th or carly
12th century. There's ane lovely icon in gilded silver made in the 14th century, an
pictures of the Adishi gospel (dating from ADSY7), some rather tatry Byzant
tapestry, and a 6-Tth-century incense burner.

In an alley off the square is the Church of St George, built in the 19th century
to replace an 11th-century ruin; this is where the muscum’s icons were housed
unil the Church rechimed its building. Now it has a phin interior and a
minimalist iconostasis; there’s a good metal icon of St George killing Diocletian
and old painted icons of Christ and the Virgin and Child. Outside, the grandest
arave is that of the climber Mikhail Khergiani (1932-69), who died in the Ttalian
Dolomites when he got fed up with climbing on a rope: there’s now a museum in
nis home (sec below)

Continuing north beyond the m n. the main road leaves the main part of
Mestia and passes the high schoal, where you can pop over a stile to a Narzan
(mineral water) spring in the yard (there’s another 500m along the Ushguli road, o
the right), and then reaches a cluster of nine towers, the _||:1|r'um
Here you can visit the Khergiani Muscum, beyond the 134

Matshovri ich has a fresca of Adam and Eve visible on the uwlc The museum
is both a memorial to Mikhail Khergiani, one of the world’s leading climbers when
he died. and a traditional Svan house: however, opening hours are erranc.

mountaineer; it's mext to the ‘hospital", Imins from £ Nana Nizharadze ™ 932555, Nana ?ﬁm

a

U

wi

Architectural Museum (admission G
museuns, where you can visit both a de

: you'l have to pay at the mainn museam). This
isive tower and a madmbi house, is at the
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top northeastern corner of central M bove the road to Lakhrani
with a silver gate, just beyond a cemetery chapel and the defensive high is
left open, with fixed external steps then five flights leading up oth /‘jlf
machubi house, which dates from the 12dh century, has a cenursl Tive df a
chimney of fireproof mukhra wood, and a metal plate for (wkinng
basin for mixing dough). The fire would have been virually theludy e HE4g 6,
although there is now a sole electric bulb. Around the roons, s hskscraros
i Y

o
chest berwee

it's the house
T

the windows in which dishes are kept, there's 3'store

chacira, then stalls for sheep along one wall, and larger stalls for cows along two walls.
Benween 12 and 20 peaple would have lived in this room, sleeping above the animal
stalls for warmth; yet there’s only one chair, reserved for the oldest man of the family.
Carved on the wooden stlls is a repeated sun or eternity motif, like an orange or
apple flan seen from above, which also appears on Georgian coins,

@ Mount Mestia (2.300m). A wooden cross was erected on this hill ligh above this
comer of Mestia, in around 1994, and it's an excellent, if exhausting, walk up.
There's no single clear path 50 it's best to go with a local guide, the 800m ascent

waking about two hours. At the top you have a birds-cye view of Mestia, an__
SEOUTTE P ST the T C o nd Tesh alpine meadon Ccows

i the ws full of
and brightly coloured plants, as well as a surpri hts.

amber of cowherds' |
TOWARDS USHGULI The square in Mestia is the place to look for a jeep to Ushguli,
if your guéShouse has not arranged one for you. It's best to find someone to share
with, as drivers will charge as much as they can get away with, With luck you mighe _
be able to arrange a day trip, with ju Ushguil, for US40, but it'
betier to stay overnight.,

Atoad Teads down from the squarc to a bridge over the narrow gorge of the
Mulkhra River o the left bank, and up to the right to the modern museum. To the

south, the chairlift of the former Zuruldi ski resort has been out of action since
around 1993, though keen skiers can still get tothe top of the hill by taking the road
t the TV tower. Swinging to the left, the road to Ushguli passes the closed Horel
Tetnuldi on the left. Leaving the town castwards, you'll see the abandoned Tirbaza,
or mountaineering base, and mountain rescue (KCM in Cyrillic) centre, above the
airstrip to the left of the river.

The road, far rougher than the one below Mestia, runs above a gorge, passir
Rebra to the left (with no bridge), then Artsheli, and Murshkheli above ir; these
all parts of the village of Mulakhi, which consists of 11 small groups of houses
There are mineral springs (marked by red stains on the rocks), on the near bank of
the river, by a washed-out bridge: then a good bridge crosses o the left tw Jamushi
(also hit by a lethal avalanche in 1987) and Lakheri above it, before the towers of
Trabiani come into sight ahead, in front of the giant peaks of Temuldi (4,974m) 1
and, to the right, Shkhara (5,068m, the highest peak in Georgia). The road to :
Ushguli turns off to the right to climb over a pass {open only from April to i
December) to rewrn to the Inguri Valley; to the left the road leads to Trabiani
(sometimes called Zhabeshi, 15km from Mestia), the last part of Mulakhi, with a
further left wrn leading tw a log bridge and the seven towers of Chulashi on the
right bank. At the top end of ¢ Makhsovari church is the oldest i
Sy cdth.contury: its a siv ilica w od apse, §
although it once had aisles w the south and north, and a porch to the south, Now
itThas a modern metal rool, o protect the frescoes and icons inside; ask for the key
There's also a tower, built in the 10th century, and

fic ficlds to the left

you may also notice the o
asyou cnter Trabiani.
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Inguri Valley, where a side valley tirns east to Adishi (see belowk, Tgm
Mestia, and enters the village of Ipati (39km from Mestia). The Nikip el
of St George was built in 1130 and decorated in the same year with, fre ‘%
Tevdor, supposedly the coure painter of King David the Builder falthotgh therd's
no real evidence), which have survived untouched since then. The fexthdftas
the road follows the increasingly precipitous Inguri valley, is Kaly wiveasth |
Lagurka Church of St Kvirike, built in 1112, is the host ofbihL it |1I|r|JpoU?mﬁ:|Q
pilgrimage and festival in Svaneti, Kvirikoba, on 28 July (sec page 203). The last
part of Kala, 10km below Ushgubi, is Khalde, a rebel stronghold finally burne down
by the Russians in 1876; the Lalhor church is worth a visit.

The Ushguli road returns aver a 1,700m pass (with good views u!'Uzhlmé tothe

a. the road reaches Ushguli, the

¢ an altitude of 2,200m

highest permancntly mihabite
(5 alo0 3 1y beautiful_spot, wit
et

pamnted between the 9th
ces ki, followed by Chazkhashi,
v the avalanche of 1957, by ¥
medicval Bildings. Fror now more or less unusable) continues
:u:xc__'t_g_ Zﬁzrpnsszazwlﬂg_.ivnu|r hidden out of sight over a ridge
to the rorth 1s Zhvibiani, the last and most spectacular part of Ushguli_where
doniestc artefacts and a magnificent 1th- ry carved door are displayed .
useum (admission GEL10). There's also a superb
F-century icons here, but the curator is very protective of them
and may refuse to allow visitors in; not surprisingly, he's also very reluctant to
allow the museum’s contents to be moved to the new museum in Mestia. On
the ridge above Zhvibiani are some isolated towers that are supposed to have
been Queen Tamar’s summer home; her burial place is unknown, but the Svans
naturally hape that it’s here. When television arrived in Svaneti in 1975, the
communists took great pleasure in installing the relay on Tamar’s Towers. Also
isolated high on a ridge is the Lamaria church, set against the backdrop of
Shkhara in the finest sctting of any Svan church. It's a small basilica built in the
9th century, with a defensive tower and 10-12th-century frescoes, somewhat
eteriorated, including a portrait of Queen Tamar, plus scenes from the Amirani
legend on the exterior. Pridon or Viadimir Nizharadze and Nanuli Chelidze are
the people to ask for to open the museum and church.

WHiE was terribly damaged

7 WHERE 10 STAY
# Temrar Nizharadse (3 twin rooms) Just below  message can be transmited from Nanas in Mesta
the small chapel of vibiani. A relaive of Nana, GELZ0-30 pp per day FB.
Temrar offers rooms in bis house with hot water & & Dato Ratiani 1 899 912156). A superh
lots of exceent foud. Theres no phone, bot & homestay. USS25 FB.

“This is the prime arca for hiking in Georgia, and the possibilities are desct
a couple of guidebooks. These were published before independence, and assume
that hikers can freely cross the watershed into the Russian Federation. Nowadays

most hikes will have to be adapted as there-and-back trips; however it's possible to
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hike from the Dolra Valley west to Nakra or east to Mestia. | Ilkmzalum 1 Svaneti
is not safe.

From west to cast, the casiest erossing of the Caucasus is /
(3.203m, practicable from July t October), starting from Lakhanten ‘/ga.
road. Finishing at Terskol, in the valley immediately south of Elbrirz! this dives
fantastic views of Europe’s highest peak (5,642m). This routdhsfs [k lﬂsll
climber Douglas Freshficld in 1868, and was the scene of qusﬁgnuffgj
It's also possible to hike from the Nakea Valley east to the Dolra Valley Pass v llu.
Ledesht Valley, glacier and pass. The Nakra trbasa (a sort of climbers’ basecamp
hostel) is in fair condition and may be privatised.

It was Freshfield who explored this arca and made the fi
the peaks, in wool and tweed and with alpine guides from € was the
norm. In 1868 he climbed Kazbek and the east peak of Elbruz, then in 1887
Tetnuldi, Gulba, Shoda, and a reconnaisance of Shkhara, and in 1889 Laila, while
searching for fellow climbers Donkin and Fox, lost on Koshtantan

The Dalra Valley, meeting the Inguri below Lalhor, gives superb views under
the distinctive twin peaks of Ul (4,710m). a beautiful mountain with the
reputation of being a ‘killer queen’, which was only climbed in 1903 by a
Swiss-German expedition (the lower north peak was climbed in 1888). Now, the
south summit (the higher and casicr onc) is rated as French TD, UIAA IV-V, and
mbed in a trip of four days (six days from Thil h as those run by
casus Travel in Thilisi; Shklielda (4,370m), just to the north of Uzhba, is rather
easier (ULAA 11-1V). Between these two peaks is the Uzhba Pass (4,100m), a ve
hard and high route. Easicr routes involve hiking to the Uzhba Glacier (2.500m),
and the 200m-high Uzhba Waterfalls, or to the Guli Glacier (2,900m); it's possible
to go on over the Guli Pass (3,100m), south of Uzhba, and then down to Mestia.
Occasional jeeps may run from Mestia to the tower sertlement of Becho (1,500m),
and maybe on to Mazeri (15km from Mestia), the highest scttlement of Becho,
from where the Guli route runs eastwards. From here the hiking route heads north
along the left/east bank of the Dolra, passes through a gorge and then swings west
to the confluence of the Dolra with the Becho, from the north, a couple of hours
from Mazeri. From here routes lead west to the Nakra Valley, north to the Becho
Pass (3,367m: open Junc-September) and the Baksan Valley, northeast to the
Akhsu Bass (3,830m; crossed by Frest 1889), and east to Uzhba and Mestia.
It's another two or three hours via wild strawberries and the Uzhba Watcrfalls up,
to the Uzhba Glacier, and the same again 1o the Gul Glacier and bivouac, start of
the climbing routes on the south side of Uzhba; it's not much further to the Guli
Pass, from where it's about four hours down to Lenjeri or Mestia.

From Mestia itself the easiest option is to follow the Mestiachala valley to the
northeast towards the Lekzyr Glacier and ultimately the Mestia Pass (3.757m),
ich would be open from June to October if one could freely cross the border. A
jeep track follows the leftsouth bank for about 6km, ending at a suspension bridg
from here the track leads through a gorge and climbs to a vast snow plateau leadir

of most of

re arc two possibilitics from Trabiani, both star by following the
rightnorth bank of the Tviber through a gorge known as the Gates of Georgia,
where the wmail follows a Im-wide shelf for about 50m, o the confluence of the
Tviber with the Kitlod at 2,400m, five or six hours from Trabiani. You should cross
the Tviber v
continue up the |
six hours. Again, it wauld be possible to continue to the pass (3,580m) and down
to Chegem if politics permitted; it's an easy pass, with safe glaciers and no necd for
anything more than a rope.
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Having made the crossi ath follows the rightnorth bank of
the Kitled to the Kitlod (€

ort climb on snow, it takes «»{J/x x
hours to reach the Semi Pass (3,850m). From here there’s a stunnig viefy pf the
sheer white Bezengi Wall, 12km long, and the lovely pyraridsof fﬁm
(4.974m) and Gestola (4,860m), as well as Elbruz and Uzhba to thé wést. It
possible to continue northeast and then cast along the warersherfpp fops vy 1
hours to the Upper Tsanner Pass (3,990m), from where there’s g vicwssyf thy
side of the Bezengi Wall, and the 5.204m peak of Dykhtau to e Wil g
most spectacular of the hikes currently possible in this region.

Finally, from Ushguli it’s possible to hike northwest over the Khalde Pass (over
3,000m), from where there are great views to Elbruz, past the huge Adishi leefall
to the vill
peak of Temuldi, and over another ridge to T rabiani.
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In the far southwest of the country, Adjara (or Achara; see map on page 176) is the
warmest and wettest of Georgia’s provinces, with 2.4m to 2.8m of rain per year.
Average temperatures on the coast range between 4°C and 6°C in January and 20°C
and 23°C in July, and it’s horribly humid in summer. 1t's cloudier than Abkhazia,
which claims 100 more sunny days per year.

Christianity arrived here i the st century AD; the region has been under
Turkish domination for much of its history and now many of the populatio
especially in the mountaims, are Sunni Muslim in fith although edinically an
linguistically Georgian. People are fairly religious in the mountains, but less so in
Batumi, where there’s only one mosque. The Adjaras
(as seen in dance troupcs) is particularly camp with i
over in 1878, and after the ¢ I f the war and a brief
h Protectorate), created an autonomous republic within Georgia in 1921 as a
ion of peace with Turkey. Nevertheless 340,000km’ of historically Georgian
territory still lic within Turkey, including many of the finese Georgian churches
(see the ITM/ERKA map of Georgia), and the Georgian population of Turkey has
not always been well treated.

After the break-up of the Soviet Union Adjara was ruled as the personal fiefidom
of Aslan Abashidze, whose family had been in charge here since the 15th century, and
never wlerated much opposition (Thilisi streets are named not after Aslan but other
Abashidzes who were fine poets). Abashidze was appointed chair of the Adjaran
Soviet by Gamsakhurdia in 1991, and always had swong support from the generals
commanding the Russian (nominally CIS) base outside Batumi. He ruled firmly,
keeping the Mkhedrioni out of Adjara, and handed over very lirde tax to Thilisi; nor
did he go w Thilisi himself ~ although clected as a deputy, he never atended
parliament and should technically have been dismissed. Meanwhile the Adjaran
Thilisi, due to threats against them in Batumi. It was unclear why
Shevardnadze didn't stand up to him, given all Abashidze’s insults and his talk of
challenging for the presidency: as he had plenty of funds due to his take of the trade
passing through Batumi from Turkey, he casily persuaded opposition parties outside
Adjara to throw in their lot with him. Abashidze chimed to have been the target of
frequent assassination attempts, which he blamed on the Shevardnadze government,
No-one outside Adjara took this very seriously, but the streets of Bawumi were full of
young toughs in plain black clothes wiclding Kalashnikovs.,

All this changed after the Rose Revolution — in May 2004 Abashidze staged 2
confrontation with Saakashvili and had three bridges linking Adjara to the rest of
Georgia destroyed. Saakashvili gave him ten days to disarm and retrn to

icutional rule, sending the army to conduct a major excreise just across the
border, while activists were smuggled in to lead protests and seduce Abashidze’s
guard away from him. Fortnately he was also persuaded to go peacefully and was
flown to Russia, and Adjara returmed to being a normal pare of Georgia
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BATUNI .0

Batumi, with its sheltered natural harbour, existed as a
start of the 2nd century BC at the latest: its name is probably ved from, the
Greek words bathysfimen (deep harbour). Under Turkish nm r{mn il "
more than a tiny fishing village, but once the Russians arriéedl wwwu
very rapid development. It was a frece port from 1878 to lssn and became the
terminal of an oil pipeline from Baku, and in 1883 of the railway. In 1902 the man
later to be known as Stalin organised a strike after the sacking of 400 workers from
the Rothschild refinery; 15 lives were lost, and Stalin was sent to Siberia for three
years. A week after the Armistice of November 1918, 15,000 British troops landed
in Batumi to help protect ia and the Caspian oilfields from Germany and
Bolshevik Russia; the Tast troops left on 9 July 1920, leaving the way open for the
Bolshevik invasion and the takeover of Georgia. The democratic pri
Noc Zhordania and his government fled from Batumi early in 1921, Now it’sa ¢
of around 130,000 people, and handles a great deal of trade with Turkey, both by
land and sea.

GETTING THERE AND ARQUND Uncil 2006 the daily slow trains from Kutaisi and
Ozurgeti terminated at a halt almost lost in the sidings full of oil tankers just cast of
the bus station (take the footbridge by a preserved steam engine), but the trains
from Thilisi were too long to use this platform and used the station at
Makhindjauri, Skm to the north. A new train station has been built in the
northern outskirts of Batumi, south of the Chess Palace and beautiful House of
Culture. This has a tourist information office and computerised ticketing: but it
remains to be seen if the local trains will continue w the terminus near the market.
Bus 100 and marshrutkas 101, 120, 150 and 201 run from the new station 1o the city
centre. In addition to the day and night trains to Thilisi, a new service has been
introduced running on alternate days from 15 June to 15 September to Yerevan in
Armenia (20hrs; US$2547). You'll need to book several days ahead in summer for
all these trains.

The bus station () 30162/3) lies just off Tseretelis, not far cast of the
centre; the ticket hall is closed and you'll have w buy tickets from kiosks at the
relevant bay. Grup Georgia buses, with air conditioning and reserved seass leave for
Thilisi at 07.00, 09.00, 15.00 and midnight; they take eight hours racher than v
marshrutka, but the buses are far more comforable and restful. The fare is
currently GEL18, for bus or marshrutka. Marshrutkas leave to Kutaisi and Poti
almost hourly until 18.30; marshrutkas w Akhalssikhe run via Kutaisi, leaving at
08.30 (6hrs; GEL18 w Borjomi or Akhaltsikhe). Buses run up the Adjariskhali
Valley as far as Khulo, but only until 11.30; in the afternoons you should look for
a marshrutka at the Hopa market, south of town.

The newly rebuilt airport, 3km south at Khelachauri (marshmtka 1104/8; % 222
76649) at present only has flights from Odessa with Acromost and from Kiev with
UM Air (Ukrainsko- morskiye Avialinii or Ukrainian-Mediterrancan
Airlines) and Georgis ays, as well as one or two flights a day from Turkey.
Acromost’s office is at ERA 86 (Y 222 31422) and UM Air's is at Abuscridze 1
(VI 222 76299)

1¢'s also possible to arrive by sea, at the stylish ferry terminal at the
of Zhordani page 57 for details of services (or ask at the ‘Inqu
in the terminal). Some cruises call here too,

There’s no shortage of taxis, but for more comfortable and reliable Mercedes
taxis try Taxi 2, waiting on the north side of the post office (Y 222 31588); Taxi 777
(222 31070; m 877 511070; or Taxi 929 (m $99 929929).

north end
ng Office’
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TOURIST INFORMATION Adjars is che only part of Georgia mmml {/ ..
information sysiem (e info@iourismadjara.com; wn
offices opened in 2006, and excellent new maps an
information kiosk (open daily 10.00-20.00) at the \M\uluiul wf;].!q; x_\‘.ﬁﬁﬂr
seaside park; the staff speak English and are very helpfi fl‘ Iy
Europe Square, the Sarpi border crossing, the Batumi and Riiblctt r,ul s :I[Inlh,
and at the Cholokhi River, the enwyo Adjara from Guria

Note that in its wisdom the city has named two streets Gamsakhurdia (one for
Konstantin, one for Zviad) and two for Khimshiashvili (Sclim and Sherif).

1I\LYEA 2 tou m

7™ WHERE 10 STAY Unusually for Georgia, Batumi has a good choice of hotels, due
more 1o the flow of businessmen acrass the border from Turkey dhan to tourism.
Some ofth Mlshi ones o only offr prostits, but ar sid o ke srions
offence if guests fail 1o a wrrently Armenia
Kbl Aux] THIISS Investanant putiing LIS 1000 into acvr hatelk i soushern
Batumi and all along the coast south to the border. Around 25,000 rourists from
landlocked Armenia came to Batumi in 2005, a number which is expected to
double within a couple of years, as they clearly don’t mind the chain smoking and
stony beaches. Refugees from Abkhazia have been paid USS7,000 per family to
move out of communist blocks such as the Hotel Medea, which are being gutted
or demolished and rebuilt.

Hotels arc listed below from north to south.

o Kaisa (12 rooms) Tamar Hepis 43, % 222
T0836; F 222 10638, In the Chess Palace, at the
northern edge of town, are ¥ dbls & 3 hone suites,
decent-sized rooms, but a tad plain & functional
There's nu reason 1o stay out bere except chess &
the new rail station, although there is 2 new chapel
in ancient fortifications on a hil across the road;
marshrutkas 101, 120, 127, 150, 200 & 201 pass (&
102 terminates $00m south). Dbl GEL40, suite
GELI0O.

{s4ill better known as the Sputnik)
N 122 T6086IE3; £ 122 169K € inlo@
botelspatnik: www.hotelputnikccom. Set en a hill
averoaking the city & the bay, this s 3 large-sh
hotel, pretty disorganised in a likeable way. Its Zhm
from the bus station — follow the English signs
inland & fork right, or take marshrutka 126. M
rooms have 2 balcony, & some have large ndges.
You may not want to stay this far from town, but it
may be worth coming up.here for dinner, & there’s
a swimming pool, table tennis & billiards, Twin-
bedded rooms GELS0, dbif GELBO, kuxe GELI SO, off
inc bifost
% Boni (34 rooms) Mayakonsky 4\ 222 71935,
22 14820; £ 222 31171, Supriingy good for it
location just beyend the market, this is 2 modern
blsck with a saunz (with cold poal), café-bar-
restauram & billards, & good English is spoken. Sg/
‘GEL30 fwhich in fact s o slightly smofler dbf), dof
‘GEL40, plus 3 suites ot GEL 100, not inc bifost
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= Batumi 2000 Hayakowsky 15; ™ 222 72568,
22 54032 F 222 15500; @ bawmiZ000@
yahoo.com, Signed as the Hotelrestaurant-poker
club-disco club Batumi, this is less good than the
Boni but pricier, & virtually no English is spoken.
Sgl GEL40, dbl GELS0, lure GELBO.

7 Bakuri (11 twin rooms) Tsereteli 38 ™ 222
16463; 7 221 74788, € bakurid @ yahoo.com. A
decent modern block, with 2 bar but no other
facilities; rooms are with shower, TV, & phone.
GEL30-90, nat inc blfost.

 Lawro (8 rooms) Pushkin 29, 122 32837
m 871 465161, A grotty guesthouse with rooms
for 2 or 3 people. GELIS with shared bathroom &
e TV, or GEL20/25 for an en-suite room with 30
channels of TV,

= Beso Iurab Beridee Seshakhveri (formerly
Pereulok Kaliea) 15; Y 202 76669, & new buikding
with restaurant-br, pretty decent but no English
spoken; rather post-Soviet single rooms. GELIO-35,
twing ﬂM&maprmmﬁﬂ all with
bathroom &

- Heraury ux rooms) Chavehavade 10; 3 12
3M01-3; 1 31405; @ hotelmerturyBN @ mail g
www hotelmercuryBH.ge. A good new dity-centre hotel
that satisfies both businessfolk & Peace Corps
Volunteers, this has a bar, bistro, sauna (GELI2 per
haurl, rooftop swimming pool & PCs with intemet
access. AC rooms with cable TV cost from GEL40 for
1 or GELTO for 2 to GELI 20 for a suite; they also



hove 3 'student’ rooms without AC at GELSO for 2, ol
inc bifast
% Lotos Kuraisi 433; % 222 76970, A small family
Hotel at the end of Gorgasal, spposite 3 local polce
sation, it has rooms with up to 3 beds, all with
shower, phone & TV. & bit of French is spoken. Sl
GEL22, dbl GEL30, nat inc bifast
1 Golden Key (3 rooms) Gorgasali 3: y 211
0789, Another small hotel. All rooms with shower &
TV some Englsh spoken. GEL2S for | or 2 people.
Mt inc bifest
% Osaar (9 rooms) Gorgasali &; ™y 222 76261,
Similary, a small place with rooms with shower &
V. There's AC, & everything basic but dean. GEL40
for 1 0r 2 people, or GELTO for a bigger kuxe room
with fridge, witboot bIest, though with o smof bar.
% Venera Davitadze's homestay Akhmeteli 9, Flat 31
(81 foor, to the ekt from the fifi) 202 132
Centrally located near the theatre & very iniendly &
well run, although they speak only Georgian &
Russian. There’s a big bedroom with 2 good bathroom
& balcony, & 2 sea view from the siting room.
# Ritza Gamsakhurdia 14, Opening in 2007, 2
naw city-centre Botel with roems a5 wel 35 ke
roams (with bakonies). USSSO-50.
# liko (7 rooms) Gamsakhurdia 42; % 212
73892, A snall slghtly grubby place in a courtyard,
with twin rooms. There’s a reasonable shared shower,
& a café where you can get breakfast, & TV only at
reception. GELIS pp (GEL20 ensuite).
8 Bebo (5 rooms) Zubalashili 31 (behind the
former Cathalic church); rm 899 584415, dn
irandad house with washing faciities (occasional hot
water) reached through the yard; | room with an
external door & its own key, 4 others reached
through the lounge. It pretty rough, with
rampoline beds, but fair for the price. GELIO pp,
ot inc bifast.
2 Metropal Nodar Imenadie 7 at Baratashwiki,
W 222 131944 good modern building with twin
rooms: alio 2 buge AC apt with  remarkably small
T & 3 balconies. Snacks are available in the top-
fioor bar; limited English is spoken. GELSO for |,
GELI0 for 2, 4-bed roams GELI 20, apt GEL200,
ine bifast.

ler (6 rooms) General Mazmiashvili 18;
N 122 76952; T 22 76950, Stylish, with TV, phane,
miniar, haidryer & Picassa prints; frendly, with 2
it of Englsh spoken, but stll a bit mafi in stye.
Sited at what used to be the junction of Luxemburg
& Liebknecht Streets. There are 3 twin rooms, & 3
lue” suites, all with TV, AC & bifast. Twin USSE0,
suite US§120.

- David (12 mm}hnmmn L
1718, 202 76530; § 121 76532
batuminer; ww bateldavidge.Fhe ben i
the Intoorist Palace opened, v\m
a good restaveant, sauna, & tennis ﬁiii;it
being built next door. Good

there’s internet & cable :U\ihMLMMﬁHj@J
twin rooms (good Somy Ths, fll bath, minibar,
hairdryer), & deluxe rooms (with jacuzz), in bffast
(o credrt cards). Tuan US$120, deluwe US§220.

% Alik (40 rooms) Hehmet Abashidze 14; ™ 212
T580%; £ 222 75003; e alk@golge:
hpi/ibatelalk gol.ge. A flash place with modern
design, but bad art. All rooms inc bifast & access 1o
pool,gym & sauna (GELZ0 per hr aler noon), Ao
aafé & bar; English spoken. USST0-80 for I,
US$I00-120 for 2.

= Tabelashvils 4 {4 rooms) & small new pension,
in an erange-painted house on a square near the
mosque There are 2 bathraoms, a living room &
kitchen, with fans but no AC. GEL20 pp.

% Tiko (4 rooms) Lubelashwilis 40; 3 222 12715,
To the south of Konstantin Gamsakhurdia, 3 slightly
tatty gossthouse with 2 small sgs & 2 larger ones,
all with TV & bathroom. There’s no English spoken &
no bffast, but there’s 1ea & coffee, & it a friendly
place. Smaf sg) USS2S, forger sgf USS30.

7% Intourist Palace (146 rooms) Ninashwili 11;
10 T4800, 101 311D F 202 13950

e info@intouristpalace.com;

wwe intoeristpatace.com. A Stalinist block of 1939
totally remodelled & reopened in 2006 21 3 Turkih-
run Star hotel. There are 4 swimming pocks, 2
indoor, | outdoor & | for chidren. It come a long
way from the days when salf refused even 1o tell
e the phone number for reservations. Roorms fiom
USS100 for | or USSI 15 for 2,t0 regulor sutes ot
US§225 & the presidential suite at US$955, all with
bifast & tox, plasmo-screen TV & power showers.
& Taring (4 rooms) Dumbadee S; F 120 13443,
The Tering (a5 in Touring, not the pionser of
computing) i a large house with the usual men
lazing around but few dients. Twin rooms (with
dated bathroom, fan, abke TV & phane) & no
restaurant. GEL40 (for | or 2 people, inc bifost).

& Tennis Club ™ 74708; £ 74700. Set in the park
off Hinoshvili, these are lovely motelstyle 2pts, each
with & smal gardar; There are § artiical grass
courts, costing USSIO) per e & 3 bar above
reception in the centre af the courts. Ape with 2
beds & a sofa cost USS120 (USS$80 s, ure apts
for up to 5 people cost US$140-170, inc bifost &
an hour’s tennis doil
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% Piramida Vazha-Pshavelas 39 at Gorgasali;
12 3104 893 T32923; fax 222 VIS A
small, newish hotel over 2 calébar, with only
Georgian & Russian speken. Basic twin rooms with
shower & T, or farger rooms are availabl; Blfast is
available in the café neat door. Basic room GEL20,
arger room GEL30.

o L-Bakurl (33 rooms) Chaschavadze 121;

N MTEs3s0; £ 222 31010; e bakuri@
baruminer. A block south of Melikishvil, 2 fiendly
well-un place with rooms ranging from sghs, dbls 1o
4 suites, all with bathroom, A, fridge, TV; there’s an
adequate bar-restaurant too. Sg/ GEL40, dbl GELTO,

& WHERE T0 EAT AND DRINK
There are relatively few good restaurants in Batur

with pictures of khachapuri owside cafés serving the
ack. Other local snacks include borano (a fried ch

version of thi

suite GELI 20, inc bifost.
& Toeretell (9 rooms) ERA 330} izz
f 222 15673, A smal place Wit

with 2 beds), & 3 suites. ] Tave,AC, w
TV, minibar & balcony. There's a

parking & Laundry are anystle [ODGEH) WJ

GELID, inc bifast. 3 o

o Aetort (10 rourdy S Ebbiahl < 2
202 J2066; © hote_ustoria@nma.u. A rooms
bave AL, 8 dbb, 2 -bed room, &  kuxe raom, with
able TV & fidge inerne. acces is avaable, OB
GELD, ke room GELI00.

. although you'll see signs
cholesterol-laden Adjaran
cest), sinori (a

dough coil filled with curd and garlic), and honey-soaked baklava as a dessert,

5% Nazar Kabab Kaaii 27, Ore of the beter
fokntas (Tukish restarants) by the mosque

34 The Captain Kutaisi 36; ™ 222 70688, Facing the
mosque’s south side, this s a decent kitthe fish
restanrant

Next to the Café Frontieri (Gogebashvili 26) are a few less smooth cafés serving

grilled sardines.

Sanapiro (Coast) fish restaurant Gogebashvili 7;
202 71549, 202 312714 sice, paniion-style
restaurant, oppesite the basic cafés on the
promenade by the entrance to the harbour, very
popelar & being doubled in sise despite its poor
service.

X Porto Franko Gamasakhurdia 40, west of
Iubelashvilis; *y 222 16220, Perhaps the best
restaurant in town, serving Georgian food in 2 wery
slick setting.

There are plenty of cheap cafés around the marke

3% The Daveli Gemi (01d Ship). In 2 (new) wooden
gallen between the stadiom & the sea, serving
Georgian food.

X Salkhino A good restaurant in the park between
Ninoshvili & the sea (with patzkha wattle huts for
private partes).

R Princess Café Mehmet Abashidee 45; N 122
B

3 Mational Restaurant 26 Hzy 48, Gorgasali;

N 12 7683,

some serving the Turkish

version of pizza & strong coffee made the Turkish way in a bed of hot sand. Thase

worth checking out:

L Café Batumi Hehmet Abashide 39, avdedubis
5 02 146184, A good, relatively prcey calé with
vice hitoric photas of the city.

L Gafé Saamo Abashidze 31. Opposice the Batum,
brighty it & Jess interesing

L Dirveli (0Md) Batumi café-bar In 2 stylish

umd.lr glasshouse north of the Roman Catholic

.EE Hon Gfé Marianishi 10, behind the &t
Gallry.

Bars include the Cesky Pivni (Czech Beer) Bar (Melnnet Abashidze 6), serving

Saropramen; the R
Bar Senator in anoth

Tn. addichn oo the. mmadies 7 T

redeveloped), dherc's
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a and Temelas Dukani wine cellars (Baratasheili 43

+and the

ilisi Mocdani in the centre (being
good food market to the cast on Mayakos
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of Wine is a shop at Zviad Gamsakhurdia 43; decent souvenirs can be bought
opposite the theatre. N
<\

ENTERTAINMENT Occasionally there’s something worthwhile B 1.&;‘(5«‘
Theatre at Rustaveli | (3 222 74281), and the Puppet Theatre i Jchmdt
Abashidze 49 (Y 222 70593) is still active; otherwise there gy 5 syhps,
everywhere. There are owo cinemas, the new Cinema Tbilisf {i#,m, i i
Bakaridze; % 222 73795), by 2 huge interactive dancing fountaFh AHrs .ﬂﬂ;
kids' movements, and the Cinema International (Mchniet Abashidze 17).

OTHER PRACTICALITIES
Currency exchange Its casy to exchange money in Batumi: there are exchange
counters everywhere, even folding tables on the pavement around the market and
Thilisis Mocdani, and also at the Hopa bazaar. In addition to the sandard dollars,
curo and roubles, some of them will also excha ing. though at an
awful rate. There arc ATMs at Gamsakhurdia 19 and 34, Gribocdoy 2,
Chavchavadze 10, 39 (opposite the old station), 78 and 131, Asatiani 18 (at
hidze), Baratashvilis 25, Rustaveli 6, Ninoshvilis 35, on Asatiani at the rear of
the Art Gallery, and also in Hopa at Davit Agmashenebelis 20.

ications The post office is at Abashidze 33; there are a few new
alls can be made at kiosks with obvious telephone (PTT)
signs, which also have faxes and photocopiers. There are justa few internet places,
at Asatiani 58, Melikishvili 4, Inmadze 2, and upstairs at Zubelashvilis 14 (north of
Gamsakhurdia, with a Cyrillic sign; closed Sunday and Monday). UPS is near the
sea at Chavehavadze 99 (\ 222 584373, 222 31452) and DHL at Baratas

There are bike sales/repair shops at Pushkin 59 and Pushkin 61

A TOUR OF BATUMI If you leave the bus station and cross Teereteli and the raibway,
you'll reach Gogebashvili, the main road along the harbour front. Confusingly. you
head due north from the bus station to the sea, and the town lics o the west on a
headland projecting into the Black Sea. Turning 1o the lefywest, you'll cross
Chavehavadze, where you'll find the best supermarket, and pass the port

headquarters on your left and the ferry terminal on the right, always crowded with
anglers. T] the start of the seafront promenade to the west and then souch.
Beyond it the Riviera Yacht Club is being constructed, 1o cater to the snobbiest

new rich, who now laze about at the Tennis Club. Beyond this is the
uncil of Ministers and the Ilia Chavchavadze
Theatre, and then a lighthouse at the end of Gogebashvili, by an area of wasteland
with cars parked in lonely spots, Turning west here onto Ninoshyili, you'll pass the
stadium and come to one of the city's finest features, the Seaside Park that
sretches for a couple of kilometres along the shore; laid out by German and
French gardeners (plus a rgian who'd worked at Kew), it's now dotted with
i and restaurants; the beach, unforwnately, is stony, bue still popular.

B and Meskheti hotels, all
gradually being refurbished; heading inland just before the Intourist, on
Konstantin Gamsakhurdia (formerly L o'l cross Rustaveli to the square
behind the theatre, with a large statue of llya Chavchavadze to the left (where there
was previously a statue of Lenin) and then government buildings and a plaza on the
right. On the corner of Gamsakhurdia and Rustavel it's worth looking inside the
closed but intct Oriental Sweets shop for its glorious interior of gilt and stucco;
similarly, you should pop into the *Producti’ shop on Gamsakhurdia just east of
Memet Abashidze (named after Aslan’s grandfather; formerly Stalina). The tree-

of Baumi
Adjaran Assembly or
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lined Gamsakhurdia is lined with some of the city’s more snobby shops, and the
Armenian church at Na 25; it continues southeastwards through 5{:? Town
i

to Thilisis Moedani, the square which serves as t for most i

marshrutkas. beyond this is the central market, heaving with peoj u\- /d ¢ Jike
a Turkish bazaar than anything Soviet. If you take C1 nmhmg;m ofthe
market, you'll see the city's mosque to the left at Chkalov 6 ing
the harbour front again. Built in 1866, it's not particularly mmdl m]éii.‘dﬁ'c’hfi 1
I}%‘Bﬁ'*}}

hotises,” Wi

tightly packed area of m‘!awc
balconics, columns and pediments, built about a century ago.

Tos the south of Thilisis Mocdani is the former Roman Catholic church. Built
at the start of the 20th century in a sort of Baltic-Gothie style, with Arts and Crafts-
murals and stained ghss, it's now an Orthodox church, although it remains
largely unchanged. Just beyond it is the former railway station, 2 sadly abandoned
pile (aldhough there are proposals to convert it toa trade centre). Tarning right here
you'll come in three blocks to the synagogue at Vazha-Pshavelas 33, which
reopencd in 1998 afier a thorough refurbishment; on the right-hand side of the
streer opposite, Chincharadze, at No 4, is the State Museum of Adjara (open
10.00-17.00 darly). This is a very old-fashioned (and casily missable) collection of
stuffed wildlife (without scientific names), archacological relics, tools, Arab
metalwork and other odds and ends. Upstairs are some weapons, a display on the
rea industry (including relics of the Chinese merchant Lan Chun-Chao who
established the first planta Adjara), and photographs of Batum|
development in the 19th and 20th here are also some Byron-esque
paintings of bartling Tarks, and a display on the Association of European Re
the only international body to treat Adjara as a real entity, caning Abashidze’s
eternal gratitude. In the yard there’s a whale’s skelewon and a few medical
monstrositics, as well as the toilet. You could ask here to see the two-room Stalin

luseum, in the lirtle white wooden house at Pushkin 19 where he stayed for a
couple of months in 1901-02; it takes a reverential viewpoint now out of fashion
in the rest of the world, with paimtings and photos depicting him as the idealistic
youthful union organiscr, rather than the paranoid dicator he later became.

Immediately to the west, Vazha-Pshavelas crosses ERA kucha (Association of
European Regions Street; formerly Gorki); across it to the right is the Art
Museum at ERA 8 (adwiision GELS for foreigners, GELI for Georgians; open
10.00-17. 30, dosed Mow), which opened only in 1998, in a lovely building built in
the 1930s to house 2 Musetm of Communism. The upstairs gallery displays the
older paintings, including pieces by Akhvlediani, Gudiashvili, Kakabadze and
Pirosmani (2 cow being milked, instantly recognisablc); downstairs are picces by
more contemporary painters, a remarkable number of whom seem to have
somehow been influenced by the Australian Sidney Nolan. Diagonally opposite it,
facing Roses Square, is the City Hall, built around the start of the 20th century.

ERA continues south to Khimshiashvili and the new pmmunde (see below),
buta block o the right, by a statue of 3 female aviator flying a one-winged toy plane
with a child, is the main entrance to 26 May Park, surrounding a large lake; the
aligarch Bidzina Ivanish paying for its refurbishment, and also for a high-tech
rebuild of the dolphinarium at its far end. The Russian poet Sergei Esenin lived at
Melikishvilis 11 (formerly Engelska), on the northern side of the park, in 1924-25
between his fourth and fifth marriages (not o speak of his homosexual affair:
born in 1895, he was one of the most radical young pocts at the ume of the
Revolution and an ardent supporter of the Bolsheviks, although he was refused
party membership as he considered himself too much of an individualist. In 1922
he married the American dancer Isadora Duncan and set oft to travel in Europe and
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America, but he suffered a nervous breakdown and declined i
hallucinations. He then married Galina Benislavskaya, trav
Baku, then in 1925 married Sofia Tolstoya, Leo Tolstoy’s grandd.
December 1925, hung himself in Leningrad, leaving a suicide
own blood. In Nice, in September 1927, Isadora was strangled \IlEL’lIIIl‘,A
scarf caught in the wheel of her sports car. &MY
iF
£

o alcoholisn, with

Beyond the park, at Rustveli 51, the Aquarium (aiufyiss
11.00-18.00 except Mon) stands on the campus of the State Maritire Ac
the Marine Ecology and Fisheries Rescarch Institute; it's worth a visit, although
many of the fish are in face from the tropics, Bus 1 and marshrutkas 116, 120 and
155 come this way. South of the Mar Academy the road tumns %0° left and
right, at the start of a new seaside boulevard, Sherif Khimshaishvili (not to be
confused with Selim Khims| ng cast from 26 May Park), where the
city has built the fabulous *Splashdance’ animated fountain and lightshow, installed
at great expense by a French company tw be the centrepiece of the new tourist
zone, with cafés, discos, bowling, tennis courts, a casino and so on. There's a
Dutch-themed restaurant, marked with a windmill; other cafés along the
promenade, such as the Fish C t.
There are also proposals tw© mo
Lermontov in the southern outskirts, w open up space
development. North of Batumi (and unconnected with the development to the
south) a Disney-style Aquapark is being buile by Bidzina Ivanishvili.

Returning to the centre up Chavehavadze, a new Archeological Museum,
behind Soviet arches at Chavehavadze 77 (donations welcomed; open daily 10.00-17.00)
displays finds from Pichvnan, on the coast between Kobuleti and the Chaloki River,
where a joine Oxford University Georgian team has been working since 1988 (sce the
Pichvnari homepage: hrp/home jesus.ox.ac.uk/~mvickers). Meaning ‘Place of the
Pine Trees' in Georgian, Pichvnart is the site of a Greek trading scttlement from the
mid 5th century B¢, on the site of an carlier Colchian sealement; there are Late
Bronze Age, Early Iron Age, Classical and Helle levels over an arca of 100ha,
Visitors would be made welcome at the site but there’s nota lot to sce, as the digs are
in sandy soil and quickly filled

Here there are photos of the dig, Stone-Age potiery, Greek- and Roman-cra
articles including drinking bowls and medieval Arabic coins, including finds from
graves at ce below); upstairs a large gallery is used for temporary shows.

One of Batumi's most in sting anractions is in fact 9km two the north: the
Botanic Gardens at Green Cape (Mrsvane Kontskhi or Zheloni Meese), reached
by minibus 150 (GEL2) which leaves from the corner of Gogebashvili and
Chavchavadze and urns off along the old road above the wnnel at the
hairpin at km28/93, go through the main gate and then right (the green gate to the
ds to the Agricultural Institute, which has beautifully labelled plants but
mainly standard herbs and palms, bamboos and so on). Fork left to the gate
b (ticket office) (admission GELZ: open 10.00-21.00), and go below the
administration building halfway down the hill. From here you'll gradually go
down to the south, above sea, um.\.,.}. some big mature eucalyptus trees as
well as citrus plantations, to leave by the other gate at the Musvane Kontskhi train
halt. This is served by just two trains cach way per day, but marshrutka 101
(GEL0.70) leaves frequently, reaching the old road in 500m, just before its junction
with the new highway from the wnnel.

Founded in 1912 and now run by the Academy of Science, the gardens cover
113ha with over 5,000 species of plants (and 1,200 varieties of rose) from around
the world, as well n a herbarium. As well as Caucasian flora,
there are species from moist subtropical climes around the world, including Japan

s to the end of
the city centre for
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and the Himalayas. It's a great spot for a picnic in wonderfully lush surroundings,
and the presence of the sea just below the trees always adds an extra fiis

ay
TO GONIO AND THE TURKISH BORDER Businessmen in black MeTeed /
i i 10 the Turkish border; mm

down the main road south from Bav
turning right off the road cast to Akhaltsikhe at ki 107/14, ac ¢l 1 dh;i
aj Lnis
ind!

of Angisa. At km 109 there’s a turning to Batumi's airport, 200
the road crosses the Chorokh River at about km110. At e:

the gate to the fortress of Gonio on the left, with a mini-fore aplly pzmn na
playground across the road. Founded in the 3rd century B, what is seen now is the
outer wall of the Byzantine and Ottoman fort of Asparunt; it's a square of about
200m, with oranges, plums, strawberrics and palms being grown inside, and
mature eucalyptus trees outside, against a backdrop that' iniscent of the
gentler parts of the Nepalese foothills, with its lwauriant vegetation. Local people
come in and out to tend their trees, but you'll have to pay the watchman GEL2 (if
he’s not around, ask at a kiosk, or the police are happy to find him); a paved path
leads to the centre, where there’s a relatively good WC with a mp outside, and
excavations where lots of ancient pipework is being revealed. Outside the south
wall a Sth-century burial site has been found, as well as a theatre and hippodrome
from the 1st-3rd centuries. The grave of tthew the Apostle (Matthew Levi)
is said to be by the crass to the left of the toilet block. It's possible 1o climb up onto
the Sm-high walls at various points and walk around the square.

S re

Getting there Minibuscs charge GELO.90 to Gonia or GELLS0 o the Tarkish
border, 19km south of Batumi; a taxi to the border shouldn't charge more than
GEL10, and coming from the horder you may be able to share. Its a very busy
route, and you'll be accosted by drivers yelling *Sarpi Sarpi Sampi as y8u arrive at
Banmi’s bus or train station. Minibus 142 (often with Sarpi on a sign in Latin
seript) runs from Thilisis Moedani, in the centre of town: alternatively take a bus
or mmibus (14, 101 or 120) marked ‘Khopa' (XOMNA in Cyrillic) o the Hopa
Bazaar, on the edge of town, from where other minibuses and taxis run to Sarpi
you should be across the border in Hopa proper within a couple of hours, and in
Trabzon in another three hours.

7 Where to stay
= Gaesthouse Gonko 1 899 571360, Rooms ) Hotel Kakbidse (11 rooms). Rooms
GEL6D. GELB0-100.

To the south of Gonio (14km from Batumi) is Kvariati, also being developed for
i h a big spiral five-star hotel planned; at the moment you can stay
in a couple of spacious modern beachfront hotels.

%€ Where to eat
3¢ Hotel Kvariati (20 rooms) 1) 399 154500, e with satelite TV fidge and bakary, & they
GELI20in sumver (GELI00 otherise). alio have 2 swimming pesl, billards, restaurant &
3% Hotel artin (10 rooms) m 899 556484, 617 bar. S USSE0 (fom mid Juy to mid Sep;USS35
$56464; wwnartin ge Wit 4 sgls and & dbb, & osherwise, bl USS0 for USS4D), cotoge bedroomns
2 cottage with 2 trpl bedrooms. Al rooms are en USS8S for USS4S) each

Other practicalities There is 2 beach ar Sarpi, where the water is cleancr than
in Batumi, but the air is thick with fumes from waiting trucks. Right be .
gate of the customs area is a tourist information kiosk, with helpful
speaking staff who can book beds in Sarpi, Kvariati or Gonio, as well as Batumi,
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Abed in a private house in Sarpi will cost about US$10 in August or about 1IS$5
! : ; (

at other times; most of the houses on the road up to the right fram i er

crossing rent rooms,

N7
Sarpi holds the Kolkhoba Festival on 20 August (in theory — theck théate)/a
Laz fstival based on the legend of the Golden Fleece that was -v%m;.\,n 1
“There's a Turkish consulate at Mehimet Absbidze 8 (3 747408 S8BT il
and a Ukrainian one at Melikishvili 71 (Y 31478); theredhdnfd A U |
Armenian consulate by now. Ifyou arrive in Georgia with a visa needing attention,

the Ministry of Forcign Affairs has an outpost at Memet Abashidze 40
(Y 70800-02: 1 74111).

\o( 1WNLyg eielpy
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Kakhet

The easy-going, wine-growing province of Kakheti, to the cast of Tbil
justifiably popular for easy excursions of a couple of days (or even day trips from
the capital), but it also gives access to Davit-Gareja and Tusheti, much harder rips
along very rugged roads, but well worthwhile if you have the he rveli or
grape harvest in September and October is a fine excuse for a visit. The main road
from Thilisi runs to the south side of the Gombori Mountains, around their
castern end and then back to the northwest to reach Telavi, the capital of Kakheti;
most buses and tour groups ake this route, but it is also possible to cut directly
across the 1,650m Gombori Pass by a rough road made worse by lunatic drivers.

In cither case you'll head out of Thilisi on the airport road, past the Isani and
Samgori mctro stations (erminals respectively for marshrutkas and buses 1o

akheti — sec page 86) with the white tower blocks of Varkeril along the ridge to the
left. After the flyover junction to the airport, with its needle monument, the
six-lanc dual carriageway becomes a four-lanc highway, passing the huge Lilos
Bazroba or open-air flea-market, and the Castell brewery, before leaving the ciey at
about km21/139, by the intersection with the city's castern bypass; from here it's
single carriageway, with overtaking lancs up some hills, Heading north on the
bypass and then going a few to the right on an unmade road would bring
you to Martkopi, 5km northwest of which, on Mount lalno, is the Monastery of St
Anton, who spent his last 15 years as a hermit in a tower that still stands to the ¢
the church, founded in the 6th century, was rebuilt at the end of the 17th century
(the belfry was built in 1629). At the top of a hill at km27 on the main A302, ||!r.
direct route to Telavi turns lefynorth, passing through Ujarma, on the lori River
45km from Thilisi, where you can see an old stone church, the remains of a two-
starey palace and fortifications with nine square towers. This was the residence of
King Vakhtang Gorgasali, wha died here in Ap502; destroyed in the 10th century by
the Arabs, the fortifications were restored in the 12th century. The road to the
Gombori Pass, Shuamta and Telavi turns right in Otaraani, but if you continuc up
the left/east bank of the lori to km56 it's possible to hike up to the 10th-century
castle of Bochorma, with its six-apse domed church built in the 7th century.

NINOTSMINDA AND TSINANDALI

The main road soon descends from the Samgori steppe to cross the Tori and enter
Kakhet at km33; you'll see the ruins of the 6th/7th-century fort of Khashmi to the
north from a viaduct, and a few oil wells, and pass south of the village of Patarjey
(km39), before, at k.3, the old road turns lefi to run dhrough Ninotsminda an
Sagarejo, now bypassed. Buses to Telavi use the bypass (unsigned to the right),
stopping for-passengers only at the roundabout at its far end; if you want to v
Ninotsminda you'll have 1o take one of the local buses to Sagarcjo, leaving from
immediately outside the Sameori station.

EK'MIMIISI ONY YONIHSLONIN  neusey
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There are no house nu
s oF Eiiats s v o oI o I okl Teael sl 2K froag the
and 3km west of the centre of Sagarejo. You should get off ztuﬁnu{;:}u‘ ¢
bridge over a dry stream bed and an unmarked petrol \mmn.m\n ‘befare/ic ropd
drops down to a bridge over a (usually) dry river and the town (i S g_].a],"g
of Ninotsminda church has been used for Christian worship sitict T
and the present cathedral was built in Ap375. It was largely roifbd B S f0bEUkes 0
in 1824 and 1848, but is nevertheless profoundly impressive, the carliest large
cruciform chureh to survive (anticipating the Jvari Church of Mrskheta), It has a
tetraconch ground plan with corner niches, and in fact because the church is half
ruined this is a good place to study the detiled arrangements. In the eastern apse
are the remains of a 16th-century fresco of the Virgin and Child, and the western
end of the church has recently been converted into a chapel. The belltower w
builtin the mid 16th century by Levan I it shows strong Safavid-Persian influ
although it seems oddly primitive and almost African in feel. Around these are
well-preserved defensive walls builc in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Continuing across the Tvaltkhevi Bridge into Sagarcjo (home of Chalice Wines,
a Georgian-Californian joint venture), a roundabout marks the town centre, with
2 market just north; following the main road cast, you'll fork right after five
minutes and go downhill for almost 20 minutes to reach the roundaboutat the end
of the bypass (km30). where you can caich a bus onwards towards Telavi

kas for Thilisi via wait here too). Halfway down the hill

nd very antractive old basilica.

< or street signs, so you should look out for

you'll pass a small

EASTWARDS FROM SAGAREJ0 Continuing castwards, at kms9 yowll see the
medicval Manavi Fortress, once the summer residence of the kings of Kakhe
and Sce Castle’, as enemics always failed to take it} high on a hill
morth, with the church of Giorgi-tsminda (Saine George) below it.
These can be reached by a road to the west at km31.5, which also gives access to
the Mariamiyris Nature Reserve, one of the country's older reserves, protecting
endemic pines in 1,040ha of the Gombori Mountains. At kmé4 a restored fort is

ght. The main road climbs out of the lori Valley and then from
kmt4/6s drops steeply through woods into the Alazani Valley, past the junction to

Signaghi (sce page 238) at km 945, the Nakeduli restaurant (km99.5), and
Vardiskheli (Cool Water) at km101.5, where there before
from

¢ is a castle here, In theory the main road is
but most traffic turns left towards Telavi,
45km northwest,

GURDJAANI This road passes through Bakurtsikhe and reaches the centre of
Gurdjaani at about km&/64. This is a large town known as a spa and a centre of
winemaking; there is not a lot to see. but it's a pleasant place with lots of trees lining
the streets. The second roundabout (with bus stand) marks the centre of wwn, and
immediately to the right is the Aktala kuront or health resort, with mini-voleanoes
belching forth healing mud, past which the pedestrianised Rustaveli leads downhill
to the rail station. You can have rLahmnl at the Akrala resort for an hour, or any
period up to two weeks, except on Sundays; the mud is at its best in the mornings.
Heading back towards Thilisi, the market is to the left of the main road, more or
less opposite the terminal of a disused cable car that once led up to a cool hillwop
park; the road signposted to Arashenda also leads into the foothills to the west,
where there's plenty of space for wild camping. About 2km southeast down the
Thilisi highway, at km6.5, a road (signed in English) leads up to the right for under
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due to the efforts of her sons, the film directors Eldar and Giorgi Shengel
Continuing towards Telavi, the road passes below a war mery - 15“
park, with a huge statue by Merab Berdzenishvili; about 250m zw\na ol e,
imits a road leads up to the cast, rising above the left bank of the Kakhrubihis (o
Gurdjaani) Gorge. Turning right after 1.5km you'll come to de?Kié Bisidids

Tkm, to the house-musenm of the great actress Nato Vachnadze, opened Waq
et

church, the only ancient double-domed church in (‘“‘WQFIHH‘IMF}J

Gurdjaani’s main claim to fame. Built in the 8th century, it's 4 three-aisfed stone
basilica rather than a cruciform church, with two octagonal brick domes over the
nave which are too small to dominate it. The church also has external galleries and
lateral chapels, one of which projects to the northast.
At km12 on the road to Telavi, in Chumlaki, a tiny old chapel stands on the
: there’s 1o lock on the door, and inside it's very dark, totally blackened by
i features of interest, but the place has an intriguingly
pagan feel o it. At km18, just beyond the turning into the village of Velistsikhe, a
road tums right to Kvarchi (sce pages 236-7), 17km to the northeast. The Telavi
road crosses the railway and enters Mukuzani, where there's a simple basilica w the
lefi of the road.

TSINANDALI There's a near-continuous string of villages, with vineyards behind
them {and claborate war memorials with busts of Stalin), until km36.5, at the far
end of Tsinandali, where you reach the entrance to the Alexander Chavehavadze
house-museum. Entering by a pedestrian gate beside the Tsinandali wine shop and
restaurant, you'll cross a typically communist irrigation channel, huge and out of
place, before following a cypress-lined avenue to the handsome pair of wrought-
iron gates in front of the house. This is set in an ornamental garden of 12ha which
you can enter without paying and is well worth a stroll. There are many fine,
mature examples of rare trees, including umbrella pines, cedars, magnolia and lime
trees, as well as bamboos and palms. To the right as you enter, the garden is
relatively formal, leading to a big villa with large satellite dishes which is used as a
holiday home by government officials, and is open to other visitors at other times.
Behind it is a ruined chapel, all but the apse of which has now collapsed into the
er bed. To the left the garden is slightly less formal, with a box maze; however
it's too densely planted with trees to be an “English park’, as claimed. Beyond this
section is a small zoo, now closed and empty. Behind the main house to the

i igs which house the famous Tsinandali winery,
founded in 1884 by Alexander Chavchavadze's father. It can be visited by tour
groups, who can taste the dry white wine, although not the 1814 vintage, which is
the oldest in the collection. To the lefysouth of the winery is another hotel (3 2502
567499), once very stylish but now run-down, with erratic power and water supply.

The Alexander Chavchavadze Museum (admission GEL6 foreigners, GELT
Georgians; open 10.00-18.00, dlased Mon). The house iself is a relatively small and
unpretentions two-storey manor house of local sandstone, which now houses 2
nuseum dedicated to the poct Alexander Chavehavadee, leading spirit of the
ent in Georgia. Born in St Petersburg (where his father was
dor) in 1786, he joined the Russian army and served against
Napoleon and the Turks before settling in Georgia, marrying Salome Orbeliani, a
member of one of Georgia's grandest far e h ‘Tsinandali was buile
in the carly 19th century as a summer house, and his main residence was in
Thilisi; although he wrote poetry, Chavehavadze's main imporance was as
translator of the poetry of the French Romantics and as chicf animator of the
cirele of writers and critics who created Georgian Romanticism. Many of the

Georgian ambas
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government; these included Alexander Griboedov (1795-1829): 1 rried
Chavchavadze’s daughter Nina when she was just 16. Heawas\a/
philanderer and is generally supposed (although the muscum staff mighjisay
1o have seduced her and then been forced to marry her; Imuﬂ;.? apcs fiewas sent
on 2 diplomatic mission to Tehran which went tagically 44dhel whed Tanob
stormed the Russian legation and killed all the Russiabbd, Bnfali] hdking
Griboedov's head oft. The teenage widow became a symbol of gricf, and is
portrayed as such on their shared tomb in Thilisi’s pantheon,

C havadze himself died in 1846 in a bizarre accident in Thilisi, when his
 caught in the wheel of his carriage and he was thrown ou, hitting his head
on the ground. In 1854 the house was burnt by Chechen rebels, who Kidnapped
the Chavehavadze princesses and their children and servants and rode off into the

i ed across their saddles. Their leader Shamyl demanded
the return of his son Diemmal-Eddin (or Jamal Al-Din), who had been handed
over to the Russians as a hostage 15 years before, at the age of eight, and given a
Russian education and then a com 1 in the army. Negotiations took 1
months, but eventually the hostages were exchanged (together with 14,000 silver
roubles for the rebels): alas, the last thing Diemmal-Eddin wanted or was suited to
was a life in a rebel village in the Caucasus, and deprived of the glittering social life
of the court he faded away and 1 six months. Just one of the
avchavadze children avoided caprure by hiding in a hollow tree, which can still
be seen beyond the maze.

leading Russian Romantic writers also came to Thilisi, usually with u';/ymy or
Joteri

is captioned in Russian and Georgian only
@ guide), you can visit nine rooms of the
th a folding

TEL

AVI

To the west of Tsinandali is Kisiskhevi, wl
tower built of river ston former Moscow correspondent Rob
Parsons has a share in a vineyard and a holiday home). From Tsinandali it's 5.5km
1o the city limits of Telavi, and about 3km more to the centre. The city sits at 568m
2 hilltop above the Alazani Valley. In the 2nd century it was mer by the
Greek geographer Prolemy as “Telada’, and was the capital of Kakhieti in the 11dy
century and again from 1615 (when Gremi was destroyed by the Persians) to 1762
(when Thilisi took over); with a population of just 28,000 its sill the largest town
in Kakheri.

one of the churches has a circular

GETTING THERE There are two bus stations on either side of the road immediately
below the market: to the left is a small yard packed with buses to most destinations,
ineluding the frequent private minibuses to Thilisi (there’s a kassa and toiless at the
e further down and to the right is a large yard used only
by buses and minibuses to Akhmeta, Alaverdi i and Kvareli, and buses to
Thilisi (every hour or so untl carly afiernoon). Heading up the hill from the
market (which has stalls sclling good hot snacks) is a broad boulevard (Ketevan
Teamebuli) with a stream and wrees in the middle; at the first crossroads you can
turn right into a run-down residential quarter.

™ WHERE T0 STAY AND EAT The city’s two hotels are now both closed, the tower-
block Hotel Intourist Kakheti, st in the ruins of the Vakhvakhishvili fortil

irer
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but now housing refugees from Abkhazia, and across the road 1o the rightf(sp the
right of the starue of Irakli) the Hotel Telavi at Kostava 2. However-diery pty'

especially along N i, the road above the '“‘““Um
right off Frecdom Square past the theatre).

= Svetlana and Spirodon Tushishuill Nadakvardi 15;  neighbour from GEL3O. Mcﬁ’éﬁgb 4
250 11905 m 817 T56625; € sypindon@ fwougwfaswcumﬂ JJJ
ramble u; v lobalialsa comteai, They have = Nana Shaverdashvill Nadakvard \ m
beds in 2 loely AC apt ith bifst, cable TV 32185, Ao with pleasant, dean rooms, Engish also
incucing BBC Workd) & swimming pool. Engsh ‘poken. GEL2S pls food

spoken. |-2-day tips can be arranged with 3

There’s another homestay on offer at No 9, and also No 1 and Chonkadze 11.

1 Merab Milorava Aihvlediani 7, just wphill from 4], or USS25 each FB.
Madakvardi. Merab works in the regonal government 7 Lali Hosroshwili's Guesthouse No 4 on the
buiding at the start of Kostava (op 2 Bights & 1o second hane off 26 Wy, which runs uphill from
the right) & offers rooms in a cottage n @ lowly  Kostara east of the theatre; 150 11824, Thee
garden with room for 4 or 5 people, with safe are § dbl rooms and 2 wine marom

parking, or 3 car s avuable, U520 pp (USS60 for

Others (not as a rule speaking English, but recommended otherwise):

s Asmatl 9 hpril 33; ) 250 73137 wwwmgroup.ge. One of the more modern & dynamic
& Dodo Kalandadre (habua Amivegibi 10: S 250 Georgan wine companiss, Telani Yally

71819 (wwwtebicnivafley.com) has 2 medern hotel at its
% Nana Garashrili 26 May: 150 13238 winery an the eastern edge of town, There are 6
 Telani Valley (8 rooms hisi Highway 3; dbls & 2 suits, inc 2 meals & 2 tour of the winery
M 899 363600; € nana-teiani @ mgroup.con: with 2 tasting. DB USSS0, sute USSE0.

The best restaurant is the Pakhas Dukani, on the west (uphill) side of Ketevan
Tsamebuli (signed in Georgian only); there’s also a good café on Freedom Square
and two pizza-calés facing each other on Kostava,

OTHER PRACTICALITIES ‘Teliani Group subsidiary Via Travel () 250 303030) can
tours. In Telavi you can buy wine at Shumi Wine Co (Leouidze 33; 3 250
iﬁy" 1250 922900; e drmi dnimi.ge; 2).
Internet access 1 ailable at Telavi Internet Club at Kostava 1 and Internet
“afé and Games uphill of Kostava at the comer of Ketevan Tamebulis. ATMs are
ar Kmun 7. Ketevan Tsamebulis 11 and Irakli IT 5.

'WHAT TO SEE AND DO 1t's now hard to find the quaint old streets lined with clms
(tela) and wooden-balconied houses which used to characterise Telavi, but there are
traces here, as well as the zigzag patterns of river stones that are still typical of the
region

Turning left at the same crossroads, you're on the city's main strect, Kostava,
lined with relatively tasteful post-war blocks, housing the post office and so on,
which leads to the lirge Freedom Square, with the Batonistsikhe citadel to the
left. This contains various churches and palaces a school and
the wine harvest and towards
e, you'll pass the school on your
d the Ketevana Tashvili Art Gallery
erratic, but it's worth a visit. In addition

leftand a sculpture park on the right, and
(GEL3) in front of you; opening hours are
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w0 the works of local painters (there are lots of views of Gremi and Alfverdi) and
five paintings by Elena Akhvlediani (born in Telavi in 1901) ¢ z
to 19th-century German and French paintings, a few Du
landscapes. Continuing to its left side and past various oth
the palace of King Irakli 11, a relatively small and low two-gtorey bu
the 17505 in the Persian style, one of the least expected buil ﬁr!,zl G
correct procedure is to go on around the outside of the citabldh e 2Hd
end and buy a ticket (GELB foreigners, GELT Georgians) for a tour of the palace and
the small museum of history and ethnography it houses. Beyond the palace are two
churches, a tiny and very simple basilica, built of stonc in the 17th and 18¢h
centuries, which is always open although there’s litdle to sce, and a larger brick
church, built by Irakli in 1758, which s abandoned and shut up. There's also a
pantheon, bringing together the graves of sundry Kakhetian notables, and the ruins
of the Tlth-century royal baths.

Leaving the citadel by the cast gate beyond the palace, you emerge by the large
equestrian statue of King Irakli 11, by Mcrab Merabishvili (facing a huge plane tree
said to be over 800 years old). There’s an atractive fountain below, now almost
underground duc to road improvement.

WEST OF TELAVI
Shuamta Heading west from Telavi, it's about Zkm to the city limits and another
1km to the junction {at about km48/24) of the road south to Thilisi and Gombori.
“Taking this road for about Skm to km57 and turning left onto the old road (not
served by buses), you'll come to the monastery of Akhali (New) Shuamta, where
you can sce a cruciform brick church built in the second quarter of the 16th
century and decorated with frescaes of the founders King Levan of Kakheti, Queen
Tinatin and their son Alexander. Tinatin became a nun and was buried here; her
tomb was found in 1899, and she is remembered on 3 September. Alexander
avchavadze is also buried here, by the north wall. However the nuns who have
returned here are somewhat fierce and unwelcoming, The real attraction is another
3km up the road, the nunnery of Develi (Old) Shuamta, beaunfully set on an
isolated hilltop in the forest. There are three churches here; the southernmost is a
triple-church basilica dating from the 6th century, with a barrel vault and its
original alabaster iconostasis. Immediately to its north is a tetraconch cruciform
church with an octagonal dome, dating from the carly 7th century (and modelled
on the Jvari church), and to the cast is a smaller 17th-century version of the same.
There is supposedly a tunnel from here to Ikalto,

Familics from Telavi often come to the lovely Tetris Khlebi Waterfall above
Shuamta on the side of Mount Tsivgombori: a lovely spot for a picnic and a stroll

Ikalto and beyond There's no shortage of local buses heading west from Telavi, to
Akhmeta and Alaverdi, all of which pass through the village of Ikalo, famed as the
site of the academy at which the national poet Shota Rustaveli studie
pt a jug of wine under their desks, to renew dheir inspiration as required. At
km33.5/18.5 (8km west of Telavi) there’s a large signpost to the academy, 1.7km
south up a good road along a valley, Halfway up you'll scc a tiny chapel on the far
left bank which, although open, is of no real interest. At the end of the road you'll
find the diree churches and the ruins of the academy crammed together in a
relatively small compound, beautifully set among cypress trees. It was founded in
the o er of the 6th century by St Zenon, one of the Syrian Fathers who
ianity in Georgia, bue the main church is the 8-9th-century
of the Transfiguration (Gvtacba), which is the oldest in Kakheti to have 2
central dome supported by four free g pillars. The belfry over the porch at
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Russians, also in the 19th century so there’s litle to see. although-Ze
ere. Tothe east s the original éch-cenmury Church of the Trinif TSagnety
basilca with an odd groundplan, with apses offthe side of the sanctuiryAnd
 a chamber over the porch. Just to the south of the s Yeod
century Kvelatsminda church, another bare, uhdecorated basilies oy G the
ruins of the academy’s refectory, built at the startof the 12th Etﬂn’fr?nmy
by Shah Abbas in 1616. It lost its roof a long time ago, but the stone walls and
window arches remain; Georgians find the ruins very moving because of the
association with Rustaveli, but aldiough they are doubtless ‘fomantic in the
reigners may find them of less interest. In Tkalto the Hotel Tamarioni
(3 250 50109; m 899 567515;  thamarioni@yahoo.com) has cight nice double
rooms, with weckend breaks costing US$100; you can also camp here,

From the junction at km56/16, another 2.5km west, the main road continues for
16km to Aklimeta, 2 winemaking town of i particular importance (execpt for its
8 -9th-century basilica and as the birthplace of the filim dircctor Sandro Akhmetikiy
near the point where the Alazani River emerges from the hills. A road follows it
north to Zemo-Omalo, casily co sed with Omalo in Tusheri (sce below), but
you should not go here - this is the Pankisi Gorge, notorious for kidnappings and
other ontrages. In any case yourl e stopped at the Dousi checkpornt, bout 20km
north of Akhmeta. There are seven villages in the Pankisi, populated by Kists,
cthmic Chechens who settled here from the lte 17th eentiry to the carly 19¢h
century.

Kvetera, a ruined town-fortress, lies hidden in the hills to the west of Akhmeta;
9km along the road to Tianeti, you should fork left onto the upper road, and left
again after 2km. In another kilometre you'll find the fortress and its tiny jewel of
an Tth-century church, Buikk of white tf, with blue tiles, it has a most unusual
semi-diamond-shaped groundplan, with four equal transepts and four smaller
ches between them, Tiancti itself, on the upper lori River, is a tranquil village st
in the foothills of the Caucasus; it's surprisingly close 10 Tbilisi, which can be
reached by a poor road to Gldani, in the nordrwestern suburbs

the west end was added in the 19th century; its interior was wlnm_wxh
Ay

a

Maverdi Turning right at the junction 25km west of Ikalto, it's 9km north
through the vineyards to the great Cathedral of St George at Alaverdi, 20km from
Telavi, Founded by Joseph, another of the Syrian Fathers (whose Lis on 28
September), the present church was buile i the carly 11th century, one of the
largest medicval churches built in Georgia, Built of shirmi, the wiF (or wavertine)
stone ubiquitous in Kakheti and Armenia, it was damaged by the Mongols (with
repairs in brick in the 15th century), by Shah Abbas in 1616, and by an carthquake
in 1742, after which it was restored by Irakli 11 It was surrounded with defensive
walls in the early 18th century, with the massive gate tower added in the following
century. It is now, since the destruction of the Bagratid church in Kutaisi, t

est church in Georgia, its dome rising 50m from the ground. It's a triconch
church, but with an ambulatory to the west as well, the north and south apscs
being incorporated into a rectangular plan.

The frescoes date from the 11th to 13th centuries and the 15th century; they
were whitewashed by the Russians in the 19th century, and gradually uncovercd
and restored from 1967. They include St George over the west door, the Virgin and
Child over the altar, and others in the south transept. Sce also the single hand,
carved in relicf on a flagstone w the left inside the enn
local prince was captured by the Turks, and before be
that it could be taken hoy d buricd in holy ground. This is also the burial place
of Queen Ketevan the Martyr, who was tortured to death by Shah Abbas in 1624,
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To the northwest of the church are the ruins of the Persian governior'sfsymymer

palace, built i 1615, including a low octagonal brick pavilion <Che | Adgerfiovo

pilgrimage and folk festival lasts for two wecks, climaxing onfhSepie

feast of the Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross (reli hicH weré i

Patriarch of Jeruslalem to King Levan in the 16th century). Buyses e g wotfjc

village of Alaverdi, just nordh, and return after half an hour, m]}lédg FT }{;. P
5114 iikigs)

o

a quick excursion from Telavi. &=

TUSHETI

Just beyond Alaverdi, on the far bank of the Alaza
age which in summer is very quict but in winter acts as home to the bulk of
the population of Tusheti, on the far side of the Caucasus watershed. Ifs the
starting point for wavel to this wonderfully remote and scenic area. It's also the
administrative centre for the Tusheti National Park (wrinestushetipa.ge — currently only
in Ceorgian), which comprises a total of 16,297ha in the Tushetis, Batcharis and
Babancuris reserves. In the Batchara Gorge, north of Akhmeta, diere’s a unique
forest of yew trees, up to 25m high, 1.2m in diameter, and 2,000 years old; th
currently inaccessible due to the problems in the Pankisi Gorge. atcly
adjacent (see pages 26 and 231). The Babaneuris Reserve, just north of Kvemo
Alvani, has yews about 1000 years old, from 950m to 1.330m altitude. The
Tusheris Reserve protects possibly unique virgin forests of ps
and birch (2,300-2.600m). The national park is new and not yet
ground: it will be giving grants for guesthouses and for horse-trel
buy equipment.

The region of Tusheti was cffectively autonomous as a tribal democracy until
the end of the 17th century, and a road was not built here until 1978-82; power
lines were also installed then, but these are now derelict and there is, simply, no
electric power in Tusheti, and no elephones cither. GSM mobile phones do work
in places but have to be charged by generators. It's similar in many ways to Svaneti,
with similar tmraditions of hospitality coupled with building spectacular defensive
towers; but, unlike Svaneti, there have been no reports of robberics here. The
scenery is almost as spectacular as in Svaneti, with peaks up to 4,500m, deep gorges
and high watcrfalls, and well-preserved pine forests of Pimus kachiana. Tusheti
delicacies include kotori, a bread with a cheese and potato filling and very salty
gudiskwreli cheese, made of sheep’s milk in a bag (guda) of sheepskin, with the wool
on the inside. There’s also homemade beer and zhipitauri firewater (as in
Khevsureti).

A poor road runs north from Kvemo Alvani to the 2927m Koja (or Abanos,
meaning hot baths) Pass, which is only passable berween mid June and mid
October. You'll pay US$60-70 for a Niva jeep to Omalo (plus US$40-50 per day
there), or GEL20 to ride on an old green ex-military truck which leaves Kvemo
Abvani most days at about 0B.00; you may also have to pay th 2
rucksack, making a total of GELS0 for a retumn trip. It's also possible to tke a small
plane but s not subsidised, unlike flights to Svaneti; contact Tushet Air at
Davitashvilis 7. Thilisi ( 947765, 947046, 947765). The road runs through
the main settlement in Pshaveti or land of the Pshavs, relatives of the
ians and Khevsurs living on the south side of the Caucasus watershed. The
poct Vazha Pshavela (‘son of Pshaved’) was born here and returned in the 1880s to
live as a peasant.

It takes four to five hours to cover the 71k from Alvani to Omalo in 2 Niva,
perhaps ewice as long in the truck, passing through Khiso and then Khakhabo,
marked by abandoned towers, In fact Georgian hiking trips may use horses for

, is Kvemo (Lower) Alvani,

is

sible on the
king outits to
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almost the entire journey from Al two days to reach Omalo, ith a
decent wild campsite halfway. In Shtrola, south of Omalo, the Lukhughaldz
family provides guesthouse accommodation for Caucasus Travel and-any
passing through. wgasmakun can provide accommodation, mn{pﬁg d
in Omalo, the village (at 2,050m) where Tusheti’s airstrip, boarding ol a
hospital are located, as well as a small museum and a hotel (ussglnmglg g.ﬂsp;
the base of the monitors of the OSCE (Organisation mhcﬂqm [rfJT y
ation in Europe), who are ensuring that no Chechen ngmnmm e teet
Georgian lrumm troops may check your passports. The new town of Omalo,

i is by the track in the valley of the Pirikiti
as the Andikoysu in Russia); old Omalo, a cluster of fortified
. is set high on the slope above. You can visit the 1200/13th-century
fortress of Kesalo.

e

T

HIKING IN TUSHETI An attractive walk of about two hours back along the road
south from Omalo leads to the village of Khiso, where there’s a 12th-century
and a similar distance to the southeast (crossing dhe Pirikiti Alazani by a
suspension bridge) is Shenako (2.050m), where there’s a spectacular 16th-century

abandoned village of Ay
Agiurta now live in Tbi d there are plans t help
them find a sustainable livelihood here. A mountain path leads east from She
across the border into Daghestan, and another leads north, further into the heart
of Tusheti. It's an hour or so to Diklo, overshadowed by the 4,285m peak of Diklos,
to the north. This can be reached directly from Omalo, going northeast past the
cemetery and the church of Tamar and her son Giorgi Lash, and hiking on for four
to five hours. You can walk up to the hilltop village of Dano or make side trips ©
the Gometsri and Tsovati gorges, where there are 18th-century tombs in which
plague victims are said to have voluntarily shut themselves up. There’s also a path
into Daghestan, in the Russian Federation. There are festivals here on 20 July and
i i funding an
ceotourism project in this area, providing alternative energy sources o boost
tour nd other sustanable sources of income, such as making honey and
carpets, usi atural dyes and the wool of the aboriginal Tusheti mountain sheep.
From Diklo a path continues westwards, at times only 50cm wide and hugging
the edge of a vertginous chiff; and then crosses the Diklo or Sonekhi Pass
(2,560m) afier three hours and drops slightly to Chigho (2,400m), known for its
pagan festival of Lasharoba, when a ram is sacrificed 100 days afier Easter,
honouring the spirit of war. South of Chigho the trail mects a dircet path {over a
3,000m pass) from Omalo, then heads up the Pirikiti Alazani Gorge to a bridge in
the valley further west where you'll climb up past a ruined church o Dartlo
(1,900m). Here there are about 30 towers and new guesthouses, run by Besik
Elanidze (m 899 118993), Tinari Bigoidze (m 893 120811) and Rezo Petriashvili
(m 893 444229). Above Dartlo is Kvavlo, with a beautiful tower with a
tetrahedronal roof. There are more towers, and shrines to those drowned in the
r, as the trail continues west up the Pirikiti Alazani into the mountains (pas:
Jesho, just up a side-valley to the north, Parsma (1.960m, with fine medieval
and houses linked as a virtual fort) and Chontio to reach the village of
evi, just 1 1km south of the Chechen border, where the OSCE has a post. Most
hikers will return to Omalo, but it is possible (v.hcn politics permit) to con
from Girevi by-a long,
Shatili. This follows the upper I
largely abandoned scrtlements su

1 the Kvakhidistqali chrough
1 as Baso and Hegho, before dic tough climb on
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d a peak of 3,83%9m

scree to the Atsunta Pass (the highest i
October-March), between Tebulos (4,493
to the south. This is an unpopulated regio
you may come across the occasional shepherd
ng northwest through Ardon, ye

Khevsur <_=.._m.,. from where a rough track leads virtually to d
e Georgian

pass crosses north

EAST OF TELAVI - FROM GREMI TO LAGODEKHI Alvani lics on
lefnorth bank of the Alazani Akhmeia to the Azerbaij
cast, it passes through Napar a village known for its grapes,
19km northwest of Telavi by the road to the Lagodekhi border :c,«.:F
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Marshrutkas run from Telavi to Eniseli, immediately beyond Gremi; from Telavi
rake the Thilis road then then wrn lefi at the edge of town, following an avenuc
of trees to the Alazani River, turming right at the junction west to Akhmeta, and
now licde more than a
pleasant village (known for its brandy), but there was a
century A, and it was the capital of Kakheti from 1466 until 1616, when
a rocky ledge at the west end of the

gs completed in 1577, and reconsecrated in 1989,
notsminda, the citadel of Gremi is the best example
adaptation of Persian styles of architecture, such as patterned

the church displaying
, spear- and arrowheads and various implements; there’s a shop and
they'll lay on a tour to Nekresi for US$3 - it's worth paying the GEL3 for the
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museum if only as a way to get the church opened and go up the [\owcr/\ hich
gives great views to the Cauca <\

‘About 9km east of Gremi, a rough road is signed to the left, 1dmg up g
5 to Nekresi, site of one of the oldest churches in Georgia, a little basiliga datinfy.
from the third quarter of the 4th cenrury. Inscriptions ﬂmudr}i( fecentlyar
claimed to date from the Ist to the 3rd centuries AD, makinpﬂ :"};;?%-Efm;‘
examples of the Georgian alphabet. In the 6ith century this mftery» bl
of the Syrian Father Abibos, who was martyred by the Persians after pouring water
o a Zoroastrian sacred fire; in the next century a three-church basilica, perhaps
the finest example of the genre, was added (and painted in the 16th century),
followed in the 8th and 9th centurics by a bishop's palace (with a tower added in
the 16th century), and a cruciform church, by the present entrance. Frequently
raided by the Lesghians, it was finally destroyed in the 18th century. From the end
of the road you'll have to walk for 45 minutes to reach the monastery, a vertical
kilometre above the valley. This is the only place in Georgia where pigs are still
sacrificed, because a Persian army was driven away by rolling pigs’ heads down the
hill at them. Continuing eastwards from Gremi for half an hour, you'll come o
Kvareli, home of the Kindzmarauli winery. From the highway junction the tree-
d Chavehavadze Avenue leads north for 2km, through the own w the
marshrutka terminal; returning south for about 200m you'll sce the Church of St
John the Baptist o the right, opposite a white building like a Corbusier chapel.
Built in 1978, this is the h of Tlia Chavehavadze (1837-1907)
(admission GELO.50; open 10.00-17.00 except Mon), the cditor of the popular
newspaper lveria, founder of critical realism in Georgian literature, and creator of
Georgian theatre, translating Moliére and Gogol and introducing the plays of
Shakespeare, He also reformed the alphabet, and became a deputy in the Russian
Duma or parliament. As leader of the moderate reformist and nationalist tendency,
he was officially declared a sccular saint after his murder by cither tsarist or
Bolshevik agents — just who is disputed, and both scem to have had an interest in
removing him. The Tiaoba Festival d on 8 Navember on Ilias Gora, a hill
with the with country’s largest statue of him, which is a popular picnic spot.

In the garden behind the muscum is the defensive tower in which he was born
in 1837 while the family hid from an attack by Lesghian tribesmen - this is seen as
deeply symbolic, as he spent his life defending Georgian culture. Beyond the tower
is the 17th-century house in which he lived until the age of 11; most striking is the
huge marani wine-store with 40 kyevris, and two limewoad wine presses, one for
Saperavi grapes and one for Rkatsiteli, Across the road to the right is the house-
muscum of the theatre director Koté Marjanishvili (1872-1933), which
unfortunately is usually closed, although it has a fine garden with sculptures

About 500m to the south on Chavchavadze, you'll see the walls of a 18th-
century fort to the right across a wide asphalt parade ground; the square of walls,
with seven towers, is intact, but inside there’s only a football pitch, visible through
a gate on the north side. The Kindzmarauli Wine House (signed in English) is
on a bend on Chavehavadze south of the fort, Tkm from the highway roundabout
(m 899 583972; { 252 50062; open daily 09.00-18.00); you can buy wine, and visit
the 8km tunnel (at a constant 14°C), 3km of which is now in use for wine storage.

In the mountins to the north of Kvareli the Duruji Gorge is known for its
Tcalthy populations of raptors. There’s camping near Kvareli Lake 6km north, and
accommodation is available for GEL20 at loseba’s Dukani (1 restaurant) in
Sadzmakaco, on the way to the lake.

From here you have the choice of returning by a direct road to km18, just west of
Gurdjaani, or continuing for 41km t Lagodekhi, on the borcer with Azerbaijan; the
junction is a few hundred metres to the east of the Kvarcli junction (beyond the
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bridge). There's very little public mansport between Akhalsopeli and Kabali op the
Lagodekhi road, so it may be better to head 26km south to Gurdjaani and laoping b
via Tenori from there. It's 41km from Tsnori up to Lagodekhn, crossinirchd
Wetlands, mainly marshy, seasonally flooded woods with good birdatching,
are marshrutkas (GELS) and buses (GELS5) from Thilisi, as well as from Tel
Tonori. These arrive on the main square; trn rightnorth at the end< (g st
right again 0 find the one very basic hotel, the Hereti (% 22677 wluch ¢ly
GELS per person with cold water - check in at the shop to the left i famuww.ﬂ q
The new national park will be co-ordinating new homestays which are bound t be
better than as well as a tourist information centre. Very strong tobacco is grown
in the Lagodckhi area (as well as kiwifruit and peanuts), but immediately to the north
the mountains tise very steeply to the Caucasus watershed, and it's jus a few
kilometres to the very wild and almost unknown Lagodekhi National Park
(wuner lagodekhipa.ge), the first in the Caucasus, founded in 1912 by a Polish general in
the Tsarist army, on the basis of Prince Demidov’s hunting reserve), with forests of
chestaut, and red and roe deer, wolves, bear, lynx, chamois and tr. Red deer numbers
have dropped from 750 in the 19805 to 150 1n 2003, due to poaching, Bearded vultures
live here all year, and griffon and cinercous vultures are here from May to September,
plus Egyptian vultures passing through on migration. It covers 17.932ha, but borders
the Zakatala Nature Reserve (in Azerbaijan) and the Tliarata Federal Sanctuary (in
Daghestan), so the total protected area is considerable; entry is allowed only to the
Jowest part, but even a short walk from town soon fakes you into fantastically unspoilc
forest. One of the best day hikes leads through Ninoskhevi, St Nino's Gorge, t the
Gurgeniani Waterfall.

SOUTHEAST OF TELAVI

SIGNAGHI The main road from the Lagodekhi barder, the A302, heads south across
the Alazani to the junction with the Telavi road 103km from Thilisi, and 50km
from Lagodckhi. The main attraction along this road is the walled city of Signaghi,
which as a rule is most easily reached from the TelaviTbilisi direction, as the road
surface is far better. About 4km from the roundabout at km103, the road crosses a
stream, with the large barrel dome of the Anaga church visible about 1km
upstream. The junction to Signaghi is on a hairpin bend at the cast end of Anaga,
at km110.5 (49.5km from the border). There are plenty of local buses along the
main road to Tsnori, and you won't have to wait too long for a connecting bus up
the hill to Signaghi, although it's a slow crawl, with plenty of time to study the
fortifications ahead. If you're in a hurry it's better to go to Tsnon (km117.5/42.5,
where the famous gold lion, madc in 2300-20005c and now in the State Museum,
was found in a kurgan or burial mound) and take a taxi (GELS/6) or a shared wxi
(GEL2), waiting at the junction about 300m west.

ect road from km94.5 on the Tbilisi highway (by a LUK petrol station
and police checkpoing) passes a junction with a wrecked tractor on a pillar, another
weird monument at km 12/9, and beyond Nukriani a big monument of an ogre or
a ninja turtle with sword and torch, afier which you soon have a view of Bodbe
church and sanatorium. Marshrutkas (GELS) run from the Samgori metro station
in Thilisi (calling at lsani 100), taking %0 minutes; the last rewrn to Thilisi is at

18,00 s0 a day trip from the capital is possible.

High on the ridge looking out across the Alazani Valley towards the Caucasus,
Signaghi was ringed by a 4.5km wall and 28 towers by Trakli IT in 1772. They
surround a remarkably large arca with a small town at its centre. With its cypress
t's reminiscent of an Ttalian hill town, featuring a sloping piazza with two
large statues and also a bust of Stalin hidden away at its top end.
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Tourist information and getting around There's 3 new tourist information
centre (N 981107, 133541; m 599 554371, 899 133541; e sightiaglfiz
yahoo.com, gia_ina@yahoo.cons; wnenw.sighnaghi.org.gefenglish il |
09.30-13.00 & 14.00-18.30) in the lefi-hand door of the former Wed
(an attractive 19¢h-century building) at Kostava 10, on the east side of Graf S

at the bottom of town. They have good maps of the town and Sus 5% ﬁ,g 244
for about GEL1S without food, GEL30 with half board. The Zedashy

Center (\ 355 31511; & et ge ;Wmm)m.m
2 but an organisation running a fine clmlr and putting on concerts.
Taxis wait below the hotel, at the top of the piazza, while buses wait opposite the
tourist information centre: there's little transport along the direct road to Thilisi,

0.5 ey it o ea TR
% Where to stay

7 Hotel Mugo (20 rooms) rm 899 413539, A rendly but basic hotel, with good views fum the balcoies.

GELIO-15.

Homestays include Todo's at Ketevan Tsamebuli 3 (or ask at the Elite Bar; GEL
10); Nana Kokiashvili at Sarajishvili 2 (G nd Gia Rkreushvili (3 31264,
or at the Market shop on Bebribis Baghi,  311356), who speaks excellent English.
What to see To the right/cast (facing the Hotel Nugo) the Ethnographie and
Archeological Museum (open Tiue-Sun 10.00-16.00; adnrission frec), with a Stone-
Age jumble including bits of mastodons on the ground floor and on the first floor
(being refurbished) the cthnography display, including chain mail, musical
instruments and so on, as well as a great view w the northwest over the plain.
There's no English spoken or on the captions. Carrying on beyond this you can
fork right by the mosaic-faced terminal of the abandoned cable-car from Tsnori,
and head down the Tsnori road wo the small basilica of St George, built in the
17-18th centuries, with a bare interior and a separate, 12-sided, brick belltower set
on the base of a defensive tower. There are three house
commemorating obscure musicians. There’s not a lot else to see, but i
place in which to stroll through the back streets; the most photogeni
on Sarajishwili and Tsotne Dadiani to the west of Bebrebis Baghi (the Old People’s
Garden, the triangular plaza southwese of the upper one). At the botom of
Bebrebis Baghi is the Center for Teaching Old Hand-Weaving Methodology
of Georgian Carpets and Kilims (open 08.00-15.00), where you may be able to
watch weavers at work. At Bavatashvilis 18 Old Town, studios show the work of a
local artists’ cooperative. The best views of the Caucasus are from the very end of
Tamar Mepis, to the northeast, and along Chavehavadz

BODBE It's just 3km from here to the nur
Ninotsminda), where St Nino, who converted Georgia to Christianity, is buried.
Heading south beyond the bottom square, you'll soon fork left, and again after
about Tkm; a taxi will charge about GEL5 return including a wait. You can take a
bus for Bodbe village, but you'll be getting off after about five minutes, about 200m
beyond a closed petrol station, where an asphalt road leads down to the left. It's
about Tkm more through oak and pine woods to a junction on a hairpin bend; the
nunnery is 300m to the right in a grove of cypress trees. The rather tatty, 19th-
century buildings were used as a hospital in the communist period and have only
recently reopened as a nunnery. Below it stand the older three-storey belltower and
the church, largely red brick in the western European style with a nave, aisles and
chancel, though its core probably dates from the 9th-11th centuries. A church was
first built in the 4th century, over the grave of St Nino, the illuminator of Georgia.

ety of Bodbe (also known as
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Most of the kings of Kakheti were crowned here; it has awractive, slightly
fiescos, including Adam and Eve on the ceifing of the nave and a m;uwl;?
at the west end, and an elaborate golden iconostasis.

I you turm to the left at the hairpin bend, and then right mm"}wzé.é
good unmade track will take you down the escarpment to the main road, it ai
hour's pleasant walk (less pleasant uphill). Tarming right on to the SipfspH5T 5]
road. you'll zcach the main highvway at kil 1743, 0.5km westrpf the g
Tsnori; ely you can make your way through some resi T Ed T
in highway further wese at about km116/44. There's a new s\lpcrmarlm(

acing the taxi rank and Thilisi marshrutkas, and a busy market uphill from the
highway at about km117.5, while the bus yard is below, in front of the rail station.

From Tenori a rough road continues east into the desert (dominated by
wormwood, Artemisia fragrans) towards Azerbaijan, to the small town of Dedopolis-
Tekaro (terminal of a freight-only rail branch). This passes through Mirzaani, the
painter Pirosmani’s home village. where you can visit the house-museum in his
home; Pirosmani Memorial Day is on the third Saturday of October, when
celebrations include a concert of Georgian folk music and dance, and a recreation
of Pirosmani's painting of a supra, at the round table in the centre of the muscum.
An cven rougher track continues a lomg way castwards o the Vashlovani
National Park (wwiovushlovanipage), G j
300-500mm of rain per year) and where :r||'p
summer. There's very dry steppe and savanna flora (Tilipa eichleri is endemic to the
banks of the lori), with light forests of pistachio trees and Paliurus thorns and three
species of juniper, including the rare black juniper Juniperus foetidissima, and the
endemic pear tree Pims sakliokiana, with grassland dominated by Bothriochloa
ischaenumr. vultures nest in low junipers, and Egyptian and griffon
vultures and great imperial and steppe eagles are also seen here. Animals include
wolves, bears, boars, lizards, tortises, and the very rare striped hyenas and goitred
gazelles; there are too many snakes for it to be safe in summer, although they
concentrate on hunting hamsters; there are also fossiks.

Northwards from Dedopolis-Tskaro, a yet rougher track leads past the Artsvisi
Canyon to Khornabuji, a hmestone pinnacle above the Alazani Valley, topped by
the ruins of a fortress built by Queen Tamar but soon abandoned.

DAVIT-GAREJA

Also in Kakheti, though usually visited separately as a day trip from Thilisi, is the
Davit-Gareja complex of monasteries. In what s now desert on the
Azetbaijani border at 400-878m is a group of cave monasterics founded in the mid
and his disciple Lukia
Over 20 monasteries have been identified,
and although
cars can get here, it's best to have a 4x4. There's no way to get here other than by
mountain bike, car, or a trip organised by a tourist agency: it’s about 70km, or under
o houss, each way from Thilisi. A day i costs around US$100 for ewo people,
or about half that if you ha not you'll usually be accompanied by
both a driver and a pretty knowledgeable guide. Taricl Tabashidze (% 648928; m 899

[=

648928 € taric] tabashidze(@yahoo.conr), who speaks good German and some English,
is a good driver, and charges US$50 (including fuel) to take three or possibly four
passengers in a 4x4 Subaru, with about three hours at the monasteries,

HISTORY The-arca has been populated for at least four miller as shown by
Bronze-Age tombs and pottery; it was then a forested area, but iron smeltng
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eventually led 1o deforestation in the first half of the 1st millennium B apd thus
climate change and desertification. When the monks arrived in ¢ J

had to construct channels and reservoirs for water, and their Sth-cend
show their close relationship with nature. The monasteries were comsg om
natural sandstone caves which were expanded by heating the hock wi \rjlm cn

43

pouring on water to split it; all have a church with 2 main navehifd b lebrdeaesh’s
nave to the north, as well as cells, stores and other chamberst, ARb6{ S8 & dhg
monasterics built towers to send signals between them. The high point of the
monastic community was from the 10th century to the coming of the Mongals in
the 13th century, although most survived until the early 17th century, when Shah
Abbas 16, | y cd) during the Easter Night
procession. The monasteries were re-established, but declined and were abandoned
i the 19¢h century, although one has now been re-cstablished.

Their greatest crisis has come in the last 50 years, during which the Soviet army
used the area as an artillery range, often aiming directly at the monasterics, From
the late 19805 nationalists demanded an end t military traming in the arca, and it
was finally halted in 1991. The military were keen to train here because of its
rescmblance to Afghanistan, but once that war had finished in 1989 they lost
interest. In 1994 the first cultural and biological survey of the area was undertaken,
and some water channcls were reopened. Another monastery, abandoned in the
12th century, was rediscovered in 1995, with domes of a type otherwise unknown
m Eastern Christendom, as were 10-12th-century frescoes and graffiti, which have
given i i on the develop of the Georgian alphaber. In
mid 1995 dhe Georgian army resumed raining i the area, and in 1996 arcillery
firing; this was suspended in 1997 after protests and legal action, which was scen
as proof of the development of ‘civil society” in Georgia. The army appealed to the
Supreme Court, but the Church finally joined the battle against it, and the cultural
(and touristic) value of the area was eventually preserved.

It's pretty much a lunar landscape in many places, but it's transformed from
April 10 early June when the steppe flowers bloom; the dominant species is the
bearded grass Botriochloa ischaenums, with other grasses such as Festuca sulata, Stipa
capillata, S. lessingiana and S. pulcherrina, There's a healthy population of snakes,
lizards and rabbits, and a remarkable range of raptors, such as cagles, vultures,
buzzards and owls, that prey on them. In addition there are waolves, bats in many
of the caves, and dhere were goitred gazelles until relatively recently, May and |
are the best time for flowers and birds, noubly nesting vultures and displaying
chukar, as well as huge tadpoles.

000 1

GETTING THERE The best way in is via Rustavi, leaving Thilisi on the m:
towards Baku; it's abso possible to approach from the main road to Kakheti proper,
although this involves far more driving on rough tracks. In this case, you can mrn
off the A302 cither at km34, on the road w0 Krasnogorski, or at km51, just east of
the roundabout at the east end of Sagarcjo. From here a taxi will charge GELS0
including three hours at the monasterics. Don’t be tempted by the bus to Udabno,
avery remote village where you won't find a taxi to get to the actual monasteries,

Taking the Rustavi road, you'll see a military sitc on top of a hill to the
right/west of the road, which is proposed to open as a military muscum. Turning
left soon after the end of the Thilisi bypass, you'll pass through standard Soviet
apartment-block suburbs before crossing the Mtkvari into the centre of Rustavi
(also reached by frequent trains from the Samgori station in Thilisi, and buses
from the Dinamo Stadium). Establ on virgin land diately after World
it became Georgia's leading industrial centre, and its metallurgical plant
republic’s largest employer, closcly followed by chemical and




pharmaceutical works; these are mostly closed, with Georgia’s first * an-
standard’ prison (with closed cells) built instead. People moved Fere p}’e oyer
the country, especially from mountin areas such as Svancti, andis pe mjﬁs
now in the region of 150,000, but the work conditions were so bad ‘thf workers
retired at 45 or 50. 1t's worth noting that the town has no o Witk he
poct Rustaveli, who came from Meskhet (sce page 171), Theres an at
Meskhishvilis 1 also possible to cke a marshrudhy from BUIs b (el o
the last town before the Azerbaijani border (GEL2), from where a taxi will charge
3 50 1o the monasterics and back. The road to Davir-Gareja starts by
turning left in frone of the immense administration block of the metallurgical
plant (far grander than the city hall, to show exactly where the true power used to
lie), crossing the railway and turning right to pass through a post-industrial
wasteland for a considerable distance. To the right you'll see 2 modern Svan tower,
marking one of several Svan villages here (there was a fresh influx in 1988 after 2
terrible avalanche in Ushguli), and a statue of a Svan fighting a bull. On a hill to
the left there’s another military building, which was used for a while as a
terrarium (producing antivenom from snakes), and is now abandoned. Tarn left
{on an unsigned asphalt road) just after a barrier gate when the biggish white
village of Jandara comes into view ahead, and then turn right at the top of the rise
(with the white wall of a collective farm on the lefi), onto a very rough track (also

GE

unsigned), which climbs past wrecked armoured personnel carriers on to the very

scrubby dry steppe. The Monastery of John the Baptist is visible to the left once
on the plateau, where the road becomes slightly smoother; to reach it fork left and
soon left again to go down a valley, forking right (with an abandoned collective
farm to the left) to park just below the monastery, set into the cliff face.

THE MAIN MONASTERIES The Monastery of John the Baptist was founded in
the 6th century, but the main church was completed and pamnted only in the 13th
century (there’s a portrait of Queen Tamar in the re: t-hand corner). The
refectary, with its Persian-style vaulting, was added in the 17th century, and there’s
a 19th-century tomb. Above is a tower decorated with blue tiles. t clearly used to
be aller, as the foot of a tile cross survives,

Returning to the top of the valley, continue to the left (on the road o Sagarcjo)
and over a ridge, and fork right; to the right on the ridge is the tower of the
Chichrituri monastery (founded in the 12th century), and then near the road a
seismological station (which records around 100 tremors each year, and offers
rather poor accommeodatian with food), just before Lavra monastery, about 1.5km
from the junction. Park at the houses (there's a fairly horrid toilet in the field), and
walk up to the Lavra (or Davitis Lavra) monastery just above. This was founded
by St David in the feh century and is now occupied by nine notoriously
fundamentalist monks who take great exception to noise and espes

appropriate clothing. There's a liede kiosk that sells icons and candles but no
water ar snacks. Tourists are not allowed in the inner court or, of course, the
monks’ cells. David and Lukian arc buried here in the Church of the
Transfiguration (Peristvaleba) or Rock church, near a spring in the lower court
known as the Tears of David. The diagonal lines of the rocks above the outer court
and the cells are striking, and very photogenic; keep up to the right here, go
through a metal door and to the right above the inner court to an 18th-century
watchtower (home to a colony of horseshoe bats), and then follow a guide rail
This is the path to the Udabno (literally ‘Desert’) Monastery, constructed between
the 8th and 10th centuries, on the far side of the ridge; this is in both religious and
artistic terms the most important of the monasteries. The trail climbs to the left for
then from a hairpin to the right for another ten minutes to
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The main ing into Azerbaijan is at the Teiteli Khidi (the
Bridge), south of Thiisi; bribes at this border are on the high sidé (
ﬂ\ewmmmlmmmb\nammsbﬂg , with
funding. From here the road to Baku crosses fargely Mﬂ
railway runs just to the north, with trains taking almost twice asiofiF e Bafegliple) | 5
16 hours from Tbéisi to Baku,

The Lagodekhi crossing leads to a far more interesting route, through the
foothils of the High Caucasus and passing the lovely historic town of Shekhi; local
buses cross the border from Lagodekhi to Balakan, Shakatala and even occasionally
to Shekhi. There are also taxs, charging GEL4 for the 8km from Lagodekhi to the
wmm!mw)hm\ﬁwwwmmmm)mm

hm:meyoumldmmwmsamm(iwmuhowl
booking required).

reach the ridge, with vast views of the desert in all directions. Heading down to the
left you'll pass cave-churches with trees growing in their entrances, then the chapel
of Demetre 11 (the Self-Sacrificer), decorated with the hife of Christ, and a small
church, before reaching the refectory. The monks knelt at the stone table down the
middle, with their food hidden from cach other in hollows; the frescoes of bible
scenes were painted in the 13th and 14th centurics. Just a bit further on, the main
church has superb frescoes from the late 10th and early 11th centurics, including
the life of St David on the north wall (with a deer feeding on milk), the Virgin and
Child in the apse, a Last Judgement on the east wall, and a Deesis in the case apse.
The path continues for five minuees along the chiff cdge, pocked with cave
chambers, then climbs back to the ridge just before a triangulation point, from
which you can retum to the lefe past the rums of 2 6th-century chapel, reaching the
hairpin bend on the path in about 15 minutes. From the ridge you have superb
views across the desert, deep into Azerbaijan, and there are amazing sunsets here,
The monastery with the best frescoes (painted 1212-13, including poreraits of
Tamar and her son Giorgi IV Lash) is Bertubani, which has been 2km inside
Azerbaijan since the dying Sovier Union moved the border in 1991 to run across
the Udabno ridge (813m; known in Azerbaijan as Keshishdag). Georgia is offering
a land swap to regain control of Bertubani and Chichkhituri, but Azerbaijan is
being bolshy,

From Lavra it's also possible to walk to the Dodos Rqa and Natlismcemli
monasterics, both dating from the 6th century.




Kvemo (Lower)
Kartli

Kvemo Kardli or Lower Kardli is the arca to the southwest of Thilisi, far smaller and
less important than Shida (Inner) Kartli, but auractive and convenient for shore
wrips from the capital. Its population is largely Azerbaijani, while there are also
traces of German colonists, who settled in the area of Balnisi (which they called
Luxemburgi) in the 18th century and were deported to central Asia at the start of
World War IL, after which they went 1o Germany; wine in this area is more
Germanic in taste than the Georgian norm. The Azerbaijanis are hard-working
farmers, and you'll see women in typically Islimic leggings selling apples,
pomegranates, persimmons and sweetcorn by the roadside

HMARNEULI AND BOLNISI

You're most likely to see this area on your way to or from Armenia; the traditional
route to Yerevan was that built by Russian military engineers in 1834-75, but as this
passes through Azerbaijan the main route is now by the A304 via Bolnisi, which is
in pretty poor condition towards the border. This road is sull signposted for
Vanadzor and Gyumiri rather than Yerevan. It's well worth stopping to see a group
of churches south of Bolnisi, which are among the loveliest in the country. The
A304 turns off the highway to Rustavi and Baku in the outskirts of Tbilisi, leaving
the city at km12, and climbs onto the steppe, with an old fort to the right; fr
km20/86 it drops steeply to the village of Kumisi (where a Canadian firm is dril
for natural gas) and climbs again  Koda, site of a large army barracks. These
villages are both notable for their solid houses of grey wil, far more typical of
Armenia than of Georgia. At km36/70 you'll see the huge Ageti statue on a hill to
the lefeast; it's a war memorial, depicting a mother handing a sword to her wo
small sons. From here the road drops to Mameuli, passing the ‘Restaurant
Original’, with its English-linguage sign, on the way in; however this is not a
tourist destination in but rather a thoroughly drab industrial town,

railway parallel. At km39/59 (about an hour-and-a-quarter from Thi
Bolnisi, a marginally more attractive town that stretches for 5km along the road,
and may become slightly more lively with the arrival of an Australian-Georgian
joint venture extracting gold from slag heaps at Soviet-era copper mincs.

BOLNISI SIONI At 10kin south of the wown of Bolnisi, the church of Bolnisi Sioni
is an outstanding example of the earliest Georgian church architecture, and the
example of the original type of three-aisled basilica (without
transepts). It's striking for its simplicity and calm (set in a tranquil rose-planted
churchyard), and for the lovely green wil of its western fagade (added in the 17th
century). The tming to Sioni is just west of km62/56, at the west end of the town
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centre, marked by a sign (in Georgian only) and a defunct sct of traffic lights. From
here it's Tkm to Sioni, an casy road to walk, although there arc also buses and
minibuses, mainly at peak hours.

Walking down to the bridge you'll see a few typically German houses, solidly
built of stone, and a former watermill by the river, Ten minutes from the main road
you'll pass the railway station and start to climb steadily to a pass Skm from Bol
it's another 1km to the large village of Kvemo Bolnisi that sprawls (in 2 most
unGermanic way) acrass a fertile valley. You need to fork right at the entrance to
the village 1o bypass it; the church visible ahead on a hillop is not Sioni but
Zugrugasheni. With the village to your left, you'll pass a couple of small abandaned
chapels of striking green mff, beiow the bare limestone outcraps to the right, It
takes 25 minutes on foot to reach the end of Kvemo Bolnisi, and then just ten more
1o reach the village of Sioni, where you'll find the wonderfil Bolnisi Sioni church
1o the lcfi.

Entering by the west door, you descend a flight of steps into the dark church;
the only natural light comes from the door and from a few narrow lancet windows,
16 a remarkably long church by Georgian standards, with a six-bay nave. The only
frescocs are in the apse, and have faded with time; likewise the carved capitals in
the nave have been damaged. The lintel over the north door (now replaced with 3
copy) gives the church’s construction dates as AD478-93; this is the oldest
inscription in the Georgian linguage found within Georgia itself (slightly older
ones were found in Palestine). To the northeast a chapel added in the $th century
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projects beyond the main apse; there’s another, shorter, chapel on the
southeastern corner. There are also the remains of ambulatories or.gap

along both sides of the church. The scparate belltower or 1
swathed in vines, dates from 1675-55. \

R vy s
ZUGRUGASHENI T rcachthe chusch o Zursishen, 2om ey 4 St 75 5
the valley, with a car you'll have to go via Kvetno Bolnisi, bt Lt foa }ﬁeﬁ&w
there directly. Tirn left from the Sioni church into the village, fork left afier five
minutes and then wrn left down a muddy track; it takes 15 minutes to reach the
bridge (just after the junction from Kvemo Bolnisi) and another ten to wind up the
hill o the church, strikingly sct high on a hill with a high thin barrel dome o add
to the effect. The nearest houses are at a collective farm further up the valley, so it’s
a nice spot to camp. Built in the 11th century and now disuscd, it's still 2 very
impressive building, despite the megl skeeve and telegraph poles holding up one
pillar. It has a two-bay nave and aisles, plus a separate deacon’s nave to the north,
and lateral chapels on cither side of the apse. To the south a porch has been
demolished. Externally there are fine carvings and high niches marking the
position of the apses inside the cast end. The tall narrow barrel dome, with its
ormamental platform bands, is typical of the 18th century in style.

FROM BOLNISI TO THE ARMENIAN BORDER Continuing along the main road towards
Armenia, at Kvesi (km6#/50) there’s a tumning west to Pitareti and Darbazi. The
church of Pitareti snds alone on the river Khram, by a washed-out bridge; built
by Tamar's son Giorgi IV in 1213-22, it’s almost square, with only a porch to the
south to spoil its regularity. The plan is cruciform, with three virally equal apses, 2
single-bay aisle, and a tall central drum; there are excellent carvings on the castern
fagade. The church was surrounded in medieval times by a double wall, with a two-
storey gtetawer added in 1696, At Darbazi, reached by wrning left halfway 1o
Pitareti, are the remains of a 12-13th-century royal palace. Pitareti can also be
reached by 4x4 or mountain bike from Tetri-Tskaro to the north, 59km from Thilisi
{reached by two marshrutkas per hour from Samgori metra); this was the centre of
a Greck community, most of which has now emigrated. In Samshvilde, also on the
Khram 4km south of Tetri-Tskaro, there’s a cupola church built in An759-77.

Just 1km further along the main road you'll pass the castle of Kvesi scton a rock
1o the west above the village of the same name. At km76/42, after passing through
the village of Kianct, a side road heads southeast for 3km to Kazreti, whose
apartment blocks are soon very obvious; this is the terminus of the railway and the
commercial centre for the upper Mashavera Valley. The road gets worse, entering
a_limestone valley rather like a Derbyshire dale; at km8830 it enters Patara
Dmanisi (two-and-a-quarter hours from Thilisi), known for its cheese facrory,
sweetbriar jelly, waluts, hazelnuts, and its mineral springs. Although Patara
means ‘Little’, in fact this is the only village there is here; Didi (*Big') Dmanisi
comprises the remains of a medieval fortified town, covering 13ha, on the hill
above the village. In addition to the ruins of a palace and baths dating from the
13th and 14th centurics, there’s a th-century three-nave basilica, with a narthex
added by Giorgi IV in 1213-22, which was reopened in 1988, A skull of Homo
erectus about 1.8 million years old and remains of H. sapiens about 200,000 years

old have been found at Dmanisi, as well as Palacolithic artefacts and the remains
of cxtinet species of thino, elephant, giraffe, ostrich, bear, sabre-toothed tiger, deer
and cow. The site is managed by the State Muscum and a visitor centre and
homestays arc to be provided

The road climbs through open becch forest, and then out onto the high platcau
that characterises Arme: the first border post is at km105/13 (three hours from
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. just south of the tiny village of Guguti. Unsurprisingly perhagsythe road
is much better on the Armenian = \

\| :
The alternative route o Armenia is by the A310 quql‘ i o
Sadakhlo, but it's in even worse condition than the Gugun road: Toegingwith,
cars swerve around pot-holes in the standard Georgian stylg, shen, therg, are
%Jv\-ﬁﬂ‘ i asphalt,

Hgbh

alternating sirips of perfect surface and stretches that havle

; lavic RENer =
getting worse as it heads south o Sadakhlo, where youchkhis o fafil ok
left. There are gaudy mosques in these Azeri-populated villages, and local buses
from Marneuli to Sadakhlo, Taxis waic at the Sadakhlo border, charging GEL 35-
40 o Thilis

BETANIA AND MANGLISI

1t's odd that in both Britain and Georgia, it's the A303 that gocs west from the

finest ancient from London to and
. The Georgian A3 starts as Chave
ng Vake Park and the ‘mountain resort suburb’ of Tskhnet, before reaching
the junction with the minor road from Freedom Square that winds up beeween
Meatsminda and Narikala as the Kojoris Gzatketsili or Kojori Highway. This passes
through Kojori, 16km from Thilisi, which, at 1,280m, was a summer resort for the
Georgian nobility; to the southwest is a ruined 17th-century castle, and 1.5km to
the northeast on 2 wooded spur of Mount Udzo is the Kabeni church, much
visited by barren women, This is a dome church built in the 9th century and
altered in both the 12th and 18th centurics.

At Kiketi 2 rough road tums righy/north to reach the monastery of Betania, in
the wooded Vere Valley, 32km from Thi ts church is a masterpicee of Georgian
also famous for supposedly housing part of the Virgin Mary’s
robe. Set on a ridge, it's surrounded on three sides by trees, with only its high
barrel dome reaching above, The monastery was founded in the 11th century, and
the cruciform church was buile in the 12th and 13th centuries; the frescoes were
painted in 1207, and include one of just four portraits of Queen Tamar painted in
her lifetime. Tourists have been robbed here, so don’t go alone, Just to its west is
the Darbazuli Church of St George the Trinmphant (1196).

Continuing along the increasingly rough A303, at Orbeu there’s a turning south
to Birtvisi, site of a medieval fortress (reached by two buses a day from Thilisi).
The Birtvisi Canyon is described as a ‘rock labyrinth’ by the Sustinable Tourism
Centre, who offer trips of onc or two days” easy trekking and simple climbing, for
US$50-100 each, depending on numbers (best from September to November)
They also run MTB trips s the Trialeti range, starting from Manglisi, the next
major village along the main road; it's reached by regular marshrutkas from Thilisi,
some from Victory Square and some via Kojori, running up Leonidze from
Freedom Square. Here there’s a lovely 11th-century church set in the trees. From
Manglisi, at 1.200m, the trail climbs w 1,800m in the 6,822ha Algetis Nature
Reserve (founded in 1965), and descends to Rkoni, 25km and five t six hours
away; from here a road runs north to Ertatsminda and Kaspi (see page 135). The
reserve was founded in 1965 1 protect the forests of spruce (Picea orientalis) and
Caucasian silver fir (Abies nordmanniana) which cover 80% of its area, as well as over
1000 plant species and over 80 bird species.

Further to the southwest the road reaches the Trialeti Plateau, passing to the
southwest of several lakes. From the first large lake, lka, a three-day trekking
route leads north to the Tedzami Canyon and Rkoni {sec page 135). Lake Tsalka is
the centre of Georgia's Greek population, still speaking Ancient Pontian Greek.
This area was unpopulated as it was laid waste by every army invading from the

havadze Avenue,
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third of the population has emigrated in recent years, although Svans ha e jn
to replace them. The A303 is a very bad road, and most mfnm%.:m‘- |s/m
Akhalkalaki goes via Borjomi. At Beshtasheni, 5k north of the righ ay(x:f fast
end of Lake Talka, there are Cyclopean fortified sett m-m:jh}fum 5(;&:’5’0?]1'
and 2ud centuries i, with massive scone walls 6m high, _ 2%, + 9 7 91
1¢'s also warth mentioning the short excursion from Thlls fo-tld "Ltk

Digomi, turning off the highway to Miskheta at km8 in the modem suburb of
Digomi. This village has been settled for 2,000 years, and two of its seven churches
survive; to the right as you enter the village, the Church of St George dates from
the late 10th or early 11th century, while the Mother of God Church, to the
northwest, is older.

south, but it is very fertile and ideal for carle and potatoes; nu—cn‘ho\lmk/zul a
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Appendix |

LANGUAGE

1£ you have any knowledge of Russian already, you might as well concentrate on that; most
older people speak Russian, and there’s no prejudice against it. You can suidy Georgian at
summer schools organiscd by the Centre for Georgian Studics, Thilisi State University,
Chavchavadze 1, 380028 Thilisi () 290833,  252501), or at the International Centre for the
Georgian Language, Gogebashvili 18 (Y 983285; € nusiko@causcasusnet). A new web-based
course in Georgian is at wwwl sefeducation/h i el

There are three phrase books that are of use; my favourite is the Curzan Dictionary and
Phrasebook, by Nichols Awde and Thea Khitarishvili (Curzon, London, 1997), which uses 1
transliterated version of Georgian, casy for us but unintelligible to most Georgians, The
Hippocrene Concise Dictionary by John ] Torikashvili (Hippocrene, New York, 1992) uses
Geargian and Latin script. Georgian —  leamer's grammar by G Hewte (Roudedge, London,
1996) is for smdents rather than ravellers.

THE GEORGIAN ALPHABET Tivs i only a rough gide, as there are many variants,

especially in handwriting,

B a O 1 « o a u
& b Jd 4 p 4 v
© 4 d k G Bz
9 e o Lo f <h
a 2 a m o b kh
4 n 6 n G

ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY
These words and phrases have been transliterated for English speakers. You will also find
wansliterations for German speakers. which can occasionally eatch you our.

beautiful lamazi father mama

big didi hampd

bread pari satch'meli

ar mankana Kl

cheap ce-api tadi

cheers! gaumaros! oo Jargia
(response gagimarjos)  goodbye nakhvamdis

cheese qu-sweli good morning  diln mush-wido-bisa

closed daleetilia grandfacher pape

cold wiva grandmother bebia

come here modi ale hello amarjobat

expensive dieuveri home sakhii
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hot tdhela sorry! wwrvﬂﬂm
how are you? rogora khar? thank you o
ramdeni? very J,})?"M ;\%/
ra ghin? warm i
incl Llnf«! shedis water 1’J" o |
let's go ta-vayd-ct welcome i
meother deda what is your u.uuc"gt PU dda
mymameis..  membria ... when? it
new akiali where is? sad arig?
no i who, what, which?  remeli?
old di-uvii yes diakh, ki ho
please incbet, a sheidzieba you're welcome  arapris
small patara

50 onnots-da-ori
samotsi
70 samots-da-ti
arklhotsi
%0 aleimots-da-ati
100 asi.
101 st
200 oeasi
1,000 ar-asi
10,000 ati at-asi
100,000 s ai-asi
one m
once ertkhel
twice orser
first plineii
second meore
third mresame
fourth meotlche
fifth mcklte
sixth meckuse
wnth meie
twentieth mevtse
DAYS AND TIME
Monday Ordhabati Friday Planaskevi
Tuesday Samshabari Saturday Shabari
Wednesday Othshabati Sunday Kuira
Thursday Khutshabati
today dahes bl
tomorrow el saati
the day afier tomor E tuti
w.cmy qushin dilit
Whattime is i romelf saati a? inthe afternoon  nadimadghers
Ieis .. olclock .. aati @ intheevening  saghamas
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GEOGRAPHICAL GLOSSARY
acroporti
gamzini
bridge Ehidi
bus station avtobusehis sadgnri
church eklesia
gorge Khevi
hotel sastum
inner shida
lower Revento

map
mouniain

river

station
street
town
train
upper

s \ /
N
“*?i’i R

kealaki
mat'archeli
zemo
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Appendix 2

FURTHER INFORMATION

BOOKS

Travellers’ tales

Herodotus and Strabo both wrote about Georgia in classical times.

Anderson, Tony Bread and Ashes: a joumey hiough the moutains of Georgia Vintage, 2004, A
rather episodic but very atmospheric and informative account of hiking through much of
the Georgian Caucasus {Anderson also edited Conflict in the Caucasus by Svetlana
Chervonmaya - see below)

Bitov, Andrei A Captive of the Caucasus Weidenfeld & Nicholson/Harvill, 1993. Full of
associative aneedotes, more a journey through the literary culture of Russia than through
Georgia and Armeni.

Brook, Stephen Claws of the Crab Sinelair Stevenson, 1992/Picador, 1993.

Dumas, Alexandre the elder Adventures in the Cacasus (1859) Ower/Chiltern Books, 1962

Farson, Daniel A Dry Ship to the Mouniains Michacl Joseph, 19%4/Penguin, 1995, Following
his father’s foatsteps (see following entry).

Farson, Negley Cancasian Joumey Evans, 1951/Penguin, 1988

Griffin, Nicholas Crucass: in the wake of warriors Review, 2001, Through Georgia, Armenia
and Azerbaijan on the trail of Shamil - recent (2001) but atherwise not great.

Keun, Odete In the Land of the Golden Fleece London, 1924

Maclean, Fitzroy Exstem Approacles Cape 1949/Penguin, 2004

Maclean, Fitzroy To Caucasts Cape, 1976.

Marsden, Philip The Spirit Wiestlers HarperCollins, 1998, A beautifully w
of the surviving Doukhobors, a dissident Russian Orthodox sect, ending up in Javakhed.

Nansen, Fridthof Througl the Cascasus o the Volga George Allen & Unwin, London, 1931.

. Peter Georgia: a rebel in the Cancasus Cassell, 1992

Nasmyth, Peter Geongia, in the Mountains of Poctry Curzon/Palgrave, 1998/ RoudedgeCurzon,
2001 Nasmyth's are the best books on post-Soviet Georgia,

Percira, Michacl Aross the Cancasus Geoffrey Bles, London, 1973,

Rusell, Mary Please Don't Call it Soviet Gesgia Serpent’s Tal, London, 1991,

1+ Georgia Accent Press, 2006 A gripping account of Shaw's
2000 kidnapping ordeal, which also offers insights into the social and political
background.

Steavenson, Wendell Stories I Stole Atlantic Booky/Grove Press, 2003, An evocative view of
199" Georgia through the eyes of a young forcign correspondent.

Steinbeck, John A Russian Journal Viking. 1948/Penguin, 1999, Including 44 pages on Georgia,
with photos by Robert Capa.

Thubran, Colin Where Nights Are Longest Adlantic Monthly Press, 1984,

History and politics

Allen, W E D Fistory of the Georgian People Bames & Nable, 1971
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Aves, Jonathan Geargia: Fron: Choas to Stability Royal Institute of International Affairs, Former
Saviet South Project, 19%. Bl

Aves, Jonathan Paths o National Independence in Georgia 1987-90 School of Stk st
European Studics, London, 1991. \ \

Aves, Jonathan Post-Soviet Transcaucasia Royal Institute of International Affairs By
Business Forum, London, 1993. P A UB

Awde, N, ed. Ancieit Peoples of the Cucasus, a handbook Curzon, 1999, 0 qers 1 opy ey 1

Braund, David Geonga in Antiguity Clarendon, 1994, LR I UEE

Chervonnaya, Svetlana Confict in the Caucasiss ~ Georgia, Abkhazia and the Russian Shadoe:
Gothic Image Publications, Glastonbury UK, 1995,

Coppicters, Bruno and Legvold, Rabere (eds) Statehiood and Security: Georgia afier the Rose
Revolution American Academy Studics in Global Security, MIT Press, 2005.

Cuntis, Glenn E (ed) Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia Bernan Lanharn, Maryland, 1995.

Goldenberg, § A Pride of Swmall Nations: the Caucasus and post-Soviet disorder Zed Books,
London, 1994.

Golta, Thomas Georgia Diary: A Cheonicle of War And Political Chaas in the Post-soviet Cautasis
ME Sharpe, 2006, An encertaining and perceptive account of journalistic travels across the
Caucastis.

Jones, Stephen F Georga - @ filed democeatic wansicon, in Nations & Poltcs in the Soviet sucessor
states (ed) 1 Bremmer, Cambridge UP, 1993

Kleveman, Lutz The New Grear Game Adantic Books, 2003. A compelling account of the
politicking and arm-rwisting involved in extracting oil and gas from ccneral Asia and dhe
Caspian, and building pipelines across the Caucasus,

Lang. D M Last Years of the Georgian Manardhy 16581832 Columbia U, 1957.

Lang, D M Modern History of Sovier Georgia Grove Press, 1962.

Lang, D M The Geoggians Thames & Hudson, 1966.

Sebag-Mantefiore, Simon Young Stalin Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 2007. The prequel o the
successful Stalin: Court of the Red Tar. The story of his childhood in Georgia and the
revolutionary exploits across the Caucasus that made him what he later became.

Shevarduadze, Eduard The Futare Belangs to Freedom Sinclair Stevenson, 1991

Suny; Romald The Making o the CGeorgian Nation 115 Tauris, London 1989; 2nd edition Indiana
UR 1994, Suny is also publishing a biography of the young Stl

van der Leeuw, Charles Stoms over the Cancasus Curzon, London, 1998,

Waters, Chris (ed) The State of Law in the Soutli Caucasus Euro-Asian Sdics, Palgrave
Macmillan 2005. Not just the law, but the way in which judicial, governmental,
commercial and criminal interests are bound together in the :

Wheatley, Jonathan Georgia fiom National Auwakening to Rose Revolution: Delayed Transiton i the
Former Sovict Union Ashgate Publishing, 2003 A very academic approach to contemporary
Georgian history

Wright, ] F R et al (ed) Transcancasian Boundaries UCL Press. London, 1996.

il
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The Royal Instiuute for International Affairs has published the following (distributed outside
Britain by the Brookings Institute Press)

Cappicters, Bruno Federalism and Conflc in the Cancasus 2001

Hereig, Edmuund The New Cancasus: Anmetia, Azcrbatjan and Georgia 1999

Lyneh, Do Russian Pracckecping Strategies in the CIS: thecasesof Moldovs, Georgia and Tajiisuan 1999,
Lynch, Dov The Conflct in Abbhazia 1998

MacFarlanc, Neil Wistern Engagenent in the Caticasus and Central Asia 1999,

Literature _
Lermontos, Mikhail A Hero of onr Tame Penguin, 1977, Look out also for the Nabokov

translation (1938).
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Pushkin, Alexander fountey to Arzan (ie: Erzurum) Ardis, 1974,
R

avel, Shota, translated by R H Stevenson Lord of the Punther Skir GLFNY‘!', :W
L i Vi tage, 2000. Set in Baku, an Azcri-Georgia q)’

or; full of romantic colour and period detail. \

'lldllla guides JmJ’J" 594 ﬂ

i Fieldl Guide o the Binds of Russia and the adjocent eritority Iaplsécy mmm 3

|glr.<|l Russian and scicntific names

Lexo et al A Birdwatching Guide to Georgia Buncba, 2005, Available through
wwvwenhbs.com in Europe o Buteo Books in the Americas, an excellent guide to birding
sites which covers flora and other wildlife

Knystautas, A Birds of Russia Collins, 1993. Good photos, English and scientific {not Russian
or Georgian) names,

HMiscellaneous

Bender, Friedrich
Birmingham, Alabama,

Elliott, Mark Azerbaifan with Georgia Trailblazer, UK; second editi

Elliott, Mark and Klass, Wil Asia Overland Trailblazer, UK, 1995,

Gachechildze, Revaz The New Georgia, spuce, saciety, politice UCL Press, London, 1995, A
eeography text

Goldstein, Darra The Georgian Feast University of California Press, 1993,

Katharina and Harker, Andrew Under Eagles' Wings — Mikes, Bikes, Horschack and
Skitours in Georgia H & H Travelogue, 2005,

Holding, Nicholas Armenia with Nagomo Karababh (second edition) Bradt Travel G
2006,

Khutsishvili, Georgi Thilici — a guide Progress, USSR, 1981,

Kolomiets, Yiury and Solovyey, Aleksey Trekking in the Cancasus Cicerone, 1994,

Nasmyth, Peter Wiilking it the Caucasns — Georgir MTA Publications/T13 Tauris, 2006.

Rayfield, Donald The Lierature of

Rosen, Roger Passport Guiide 10 the Georgian Republic Odyssey 3e, 1999,

Salkeld, Audeey and Bermudez, Jose On the Edge of Europe, mountaineering in the Caucasns The
Mounincers, 1994,

Salkeld, Audrey and Bermudez, Jose The Forgatien: Range of Europe, an anthology of explarations in
the Coucasns Teach Yourself, 1993,

Saltes, 0. National Treasures of Georgia Philip Wilson, London, 2001,

Wrighe, John Thilisi ~ a guide W & M Press, Thilisi, 2000. The best maps of Thilisi, though
with south at the top.

Climbs in the Caucasus Diadem, London/Menasha Ridge,

992

2001,

Curzon Press’s Caucasus series is now published by Routledge Books (2 Park Square, Milon
Park, Abingdon OX14 4RN, UK; ¥ 020 7017 6000; www routledge. comfasianstudics):

Baddeley, | F The Russian Conquest of the Caiicasns (repring).
Mgaloblishvili, Tamila (ed) Ancient Christianity in the Caucastes,

WEBSITES
wwwgeorgiatodayge The website of Georgia Taday
www.meggenger.com.ge The website of The Messenger

il.ge Detailed news from Georgia, especially relating to civil society and NGOs.
wwwisarke.com The website of the Dinly News and Weekly Economic Review:
sruwrferl org/reporta/cacasus- report Radio Free Eurape's weely online newsletter
with background analysis (sce also wwwrferlorg html).

www.ci




s georgien-news.de A new weckly news magazne, in German only.
shtml General resource Na\

b i b us (us lm
www.odci.gov/ci cati book html The CIA an:n'bm
www.georgiaemb.org The Georgian cnbassy in Washi
wwsourismgovge The Georgian govemments sl wri

I NGO Network (i

d up of environmental and NGO actvities.
o amchange and s yellowpages e, For busiessco

cts,

piigroup To postq
List.
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THE ULTIMATE TRAVEL MAGAZINE
Launched in 1993, Wanderlust is an

inspirational magazine dedicated to

free-spirited travel. It has become the

q d indad

essential ¢ ion for indep

travellers of all ages and interests, with readers

in over 100 countries.

A one-year, 6-issue subscription carries a

money-back guarantee - for further details:

Tel.+44 (0)1753 620426
Fax. +44 (0)1753 620474

or check the Wanderlust website, which has
details of the latest issue, and where

you can subscribe on-line:

www.wanderlust.co.uk
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Djuta 148-9, 155
Dmanisi 13, 124,
Dranda 42
drinks 59, 714, 99, 101, 154, 158, 201-2
driving 60, 64-3

Dusheri 69, 1434

5

cating and drinking 68-74, 202, 232
cconomy 32-6

electrical power 79

embassics 52-3, 105

exchange 2, 63, 106, 132, 137, 159, 180-1,
192-3, 219,229

fauna 9-12, 150-1, 161, 237, 23940
film see cinema or photography

fish 11,1734

flora 8-9, 150, 161, 187, 221, 232, 23940
food see cating and drinking

Gagra 196-7
Gali 28, 191, 198

geopraphy 3-6

Geargian Military Highway 68, 143155,
14

Gergeti 150-2

getting around 63-7

wll\rql_lhm\:.l d away 53-8, 84-7

(;0 o 222

Gori 18, 136-8
relovka 173

28,30, 197
Lada 43, 114, 126-7, 181
rdjaani 73, 226-7

5, 15, 29, 46, 195-6

health 58-61, 110
49

"Ju| 289,207

5, 189, 207-9,

history 13-32, 834, 177-9, wu- 1,
o //‘
HIV 60 /

llra

holidays see public w:d‘{,hqé

lonashi see Laale — JA 136U
Kped 135 SNLZINFIND3S
Talto 230-1

Imerets 5, 73, 175-87, 176

informat
Inner Kardi see Shida Karth
interacting with lacal peaple 79
Ipari 206-7

Jason 14, 185-6, 194
Javakheti 5-6, 12,39, 157, 1734

Jews 38-9, 41, 107, 111, 183, 189, 220
Jeari church 42, 129, 133, 140, 226, 230
Juaris Pass 147

Kakabadze, David 43, 114, 126-7
Kakheti 4, 46, 69, 70, 73, 123, 225-42,

Kala 202-3, 207

Kareli 141

Kaspi 135

Karbegi see Stepantsminda
Kazbek, Mount 3, 51, 148, 151-2
Kazreti 245

Khalde 207

Khanchali, Lake 1734
Kharagauli 160-1, 164, 175
Khashuri 142

Khertvisi 171

Khevsureti 62, 68, 144, 154-5. 234-5
Khitakhevi 168

Khobi (Khevi) 148

Khobi (Mingrelia) 191
Khobiskhevi 168

Kintrishi reserve 213

Kintsvisi 42, 125, 141-2

Kobuleti 68, 212-3

Kodori Gorge 30, 199

Kumordo 173

Kura see Mtkovari, River

Kutaisi 4-5, 40-1, 43, 17787, (78
Bagrat cathedral 183
central Kuntaisi 181-3
excursions 183-7

v there 179

history 177-9
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Kistaisi continueed
museums 181-3
northern Kutaisi 183
practicalities 150-1
where 1o cat 180
where to stay 179-80
Kvabiskhevi 163
Kvanchkara 734, 188
Kvarcli 236
Kvariati 222
Kvemo (Lower) Kartli 4, 244, 243-7
Kvetera 231

Lagodekhi 8, 13, 237, 242
Lagurka see Kvala

Lajanauri 188

Lalhor see Khalde

language 3940, 202, 249-51
Laale 202, 204

Lenjeri 202, 204

Lentekhi 5, 188

Likani 160-1

literature 45

Lower Kartli see Kvemo Kardi

Makhindjauri 214

Maltakva 194

Manavi 226

Manglisi 246-7

maps 49-50

Marclisi 161, 164, 175

Marneuli 38, 246

Martkopi 225

Martvili 42, 190

Mayakovsky, Viadimir 143, 181, 186

media and communications 24, 31, 75-8,
107-8

Megrelia sec Mingrelia

Meskheti 5, 8, 41

Meskhetian Turks 5, 39, 157

Mestia 9, 199, 201, 203, 2046

Metekhi 135

Mingrelia 5, 15, 21, 46, 69, 176, 190-5

Mkinvartsverl ser Karbek, Mo

Mieti 146

moncy and banking 63, 106

Motsameta 185

Mitkvari, River 4

Muskheta 13,

Muskheta-Ma

Mulakhi 206

Mukhrani 143

music 45-8, 51, 105, 109, 202

42,47,123, 129-34
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Mutso 155, 234

Nakipari zee Ipari r{ !

Napareuli 236 VN /
nawral history 7-12

Nedsvi 157, 161 116U
ST TH ]

Nekresi 40, 42, 2362 [1 2
newspapers 75, 108
Nikortsminda 189
Nikozi 140
Ninotsminda (Javakheti) 173

Nokalakevi 190-1
Novy Afon 197
Nunisi 161, 164

oil 36, 66-7, 225
oligarchs 198
Onulo 231-2, 233
Oni 5, 140, 188-9
Ozurgeti 196

painting 42-3, 1257, 181, 220, 22930
Palcostomi, Lake 194-5

Pankisi Gorge 26, 231-2
Paravani, Lake 174

Parsma 233

Pasanauri 145-6

people 36-9

photography 75-7, 109
Pichvnari 212, 221

Pirosmani 43, 126, 220

arcti 2456

Pitsunda see Bichvinta

politics 21-32

Poti 22,57, 65, 192-5

Pshaveli 232

public holidays and festivals 74

Racha 5, 46-7, 123, 140, 182, 188-9

railuways 55-6, 65-7, 86-7

red tape 52-3

religion 40-1, 107, 129, 154, 199, 201

reptiles 11

Rioni, River 4, 185-6, 194

Ritsa, Lake 197

Rose Revolution 24-5, 33, 211

Roshka 149, 155

Rustaveli, Shota 45, 171, 230

Rustavi (Kvemo Kartl) 26, 32, 34, 37-8,
201, 240

Rustavi (Samtskhe-Javakheti) 171




Saakashvili, Mikheil 23-7, 30, 31,
118, 121, 160, 167, 211

safety 62, 199, 207, 231

Sagarcio 73, 225-6

Saguramo 134

Samachablo see South Ossetia

Samegrelo see Mingrelia

Samgori 36, 225

Samtavisi 40, 135-6

Samtredia 22, 186, 190

Samisevrisi 42, 141

Samskhe-Javakheti 5, 156, 157-74

Sapara 170

Sarpi 52, 56, 213, 222-3

Sauaplia 187

sculpture 434

Senaki 5, 65, 190

Shaali 155, 234

Shenako 233

Shevardnadze, Eduard 20-4, 28-29, 31,
118, 148, 195

Shida (Inner) Kartli 4, 130, 129-42

Shiom-ghvine 40, 134, 135

g 74-5, 108-110

Shorapani 177

Shrosha 177

skiing 5, 49, 51, 146-7, 164-7

Sno 148

South Ossctia 4, 17, 26, 30-2, 52, 62, 140,
143, 148, 188-9

speed limits 64

Sulin 17-19, 20, 28, 41, 47, 122, 136-8,
160, 188, 214

Stepantsminda (Kazbegi) 70, 143, 149-53

Sukhumi 4, 28, 197

Supsa 67, 195

Surami 142

Svaneti 5, 15-16, 28, 30, 41-2, 46-7, 60, 62,
6870, 74, 124, 188, 191-2. 199-209

Tabatskuri, Lake 161, 167
tamadoba 72
Thilisi 3-4, 6, 13

1518, 20-24, 34-8, 41,
434, 49, 4-5, 57, 60, 63-6, 68,71,
74-5, 78, £2, 88, 92, 83-128, 129, 131,
174,225,246

Thilisi continued
ne offices 54,85 | /
airport 84-3 ~\/ /

Anchiskhati 42, 47, l\k\w\; / /

Avlabari 85, 89, 94, 1 ;

bars and cafés 1013 %, [7] 5 573 £

bachs 105-6, 11021 F, 5 eoss 11 11 717 4

B Gandens 111, 37+ LA

bus and rail erminals 85-7

car rental 90-1

Chavchavadze Avenue 89, 103, 116-7

Chugure: 84, 121-2

climate 6, 83

communicarions 107-8

couriers 10

Didube 64, 86, 122, 120

cmbassics 105

entertainment 103-6

Freedom Square B4, 113

history 834

lefi bank 934, 101, 120-3

medical services 110

Merckhi 120-1

mictro 879, §8

money and banking 106

Muatsminda 75, 117-8

museums 1237

Narikala 119-20

New Town 95-6,99, 102, 112-5

Old Town 94-3, 98-9, 102, 110-12

Ortachala 56, 85-6, 118

Pantheon 117

public transport §7-91

Republic Squarc 115

restaurants 58-101

Rustaveli Avenue 99, 113-5

Saburulo 97-8, 116

shopping 108-110

Sioni cathedral 111

sports 106

theatres 104

ticket agencics 87

tour of Thilisi 110-23

Vake 97, 116-7

Vere 96-7, 100, 117

where to stay 93-8

200 116, 128
Telavi 43, 228-30
telephanes 75-8, 107
Terck ar Terg, River
theatre 44, 104
time zones 79
Timotesubani 42, 142, 165

=

4, 147-8, 153
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Tnmg\.! 171
tobacco 59-60, 237

wilets 79

operators 50-2
Tqibuli 35, 86, 189
“Trabiani 206

Traceca 66-7

travel clinics 60-1

Trusa Gorge 148

Talka, Lake 4, 135, 246
Tiilkani 143

Teinandali 73, 227-8
Taiskara National Park 213
Tkaltubo 4, 185
Tekhinvali 32, 52, 140, 189
Teromi 141

Udabno -02 241-2

Ujarma 225
Uplistsikhe 72, 138-9

o 85913
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Urbnisi 42, 141

Ushguli 20 206-1.‘1’!?5'

Vale 5, 56, 168 :\

Vani 123, 186-7,
Vardzia 4
Vashlovani 23
visas see red tape

Viadikavkaz 86, 153

72, thih
1

NAug33

websites 254-5

when to visit 49

wine 71-4, 108-9, 227
women travellers 55, 62, 152

Zarzma 170

Zedazeni 40, 134
Zestaponi 5, 177
Zhinvali 145, 154
Zugdidi 5,
Zugrugasheni 245

62, 191-2, 203



Ancient sites and cultqr(

Take a Bradt guide to the road lessitravelied

Brmenla

Bradt Guides are ovailable from oll good bookshaps.
or by post. phone or internet direct from

Bradt Travel Guides Ltd
Tel: +44 (0)1753 893444

www.bradtguides.com




Provides vital
information not
elsewhere available

Times Literary
Supplement

Bradt

Wine tasting in the vineyards of Kakheti
Festivals and hiking in the High Caucasus

Walking tours, museums and public baths in
Thilisi

Wild landscapes and isolated villages along the
Georgian Military Highway

How to tackle a traditional Georgian feast

Cave cities and spectacular monasteries

Tim Burford is 2 professional travel writer and tour
guide and is the author of the Bradr guide to Chile.

www.bradtguides.com
Published in the UK by Bradt Travel Guides £14.99
Published in the USA by The Glabe Pequot Press §25.99

Travel: Georgia/Europe
BN 978 | 4162 2613
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AFRICA

Situated at the crossroads of Europe, Asia and the
Middle East, Geargia offers Turkish-style cuisine,
trekking opportunities in unspoilt valleys and
some of the most hospitable people you're ever
likely to meet. An ancient fand where Noah's son
Thargamos settled and Jason went to obtain the
golden fleece, it now has a flourishing madern
scene in Thilisi's cafés, theatres and markets.

Tim Burford covers every aspect of this
fascinating country, from the pagans of
Khevsureti who speak in verse to the desert
monastery at Udabno. Combined with copious
detail on Georgian customs, music and full
practical information, the Bradt guide remains
the essential choice for the curious visitor.
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