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PREFACE

In the 21st century, soft power has become one of the most
commonly used terms worldwide. Internet search engines provide nu-
merous articles, documents, monographs, and other material related
to this term. As with other commonly employed terms, this term has
also lost its precise definition which makes the meaning obscure. The
question is whether we should consider “soft power”to be a new
theory or just a popular term. What is the attitude to the phenome-
non of soft power in either academic or non-academic circles? How
high is the interest in soft power in government circles, the media,
or civil society?

In the last decade, representatives of the non-governmental sec-
tor and academia have often discussed the concept of soft power
at international fora or conferences. Organizations dedicated to the
methodical study of soft power issues were established in Georgia as
well as in the rest of the world. However, there is an obvious wor-
rying trend soft power anatomy is mainly analyzed by international
organizations, NGOs and media research centers. They focus on me-
dia literacy, disinformation dissemination and fact-checking techniques,
detection of disinformation centers and other topics related to these
problems. The issue has not yet penetrated the academic sphere and
therefore has not become a research topic for political science experts
or an academic course in the university curriculum.

Several factors can be identified as the cause of this problem.
The academic sphere is conservative by its very nature and finds it
difficult to reflect immediately on the problems emerging in interna-
tional politics. Moreover, the issue of soft power is interdisciplinary
and not easily found in traditional academic settings where already
proven research methods and methodologies are employed.
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Sadly, the accelerated rhythm of globalization in international
politics and the rapid increase in the influence of soft power do not
present an opportunity for quiet judgment. Expert confirmation of the
influence of Russia’s soft power in the 2016 US presidential elections
has made this issue a top priority all over the world. The intensive
use of Russia’s soft power in Georgia since the 2008 Russian-Georgian
war has made this issue critical for Georgia as well.

This textbook is a modest attempt to define the issue of soft
power in academia. The textbook can be used as the main or an
additional literature source for various courses. It will also assist in
promoting academic discourse in the field of political science (primarily
concerning international relations).

In the process of writing the textbook we came across some
important issues concerning the definition of the topic and outlining
the theoretical framework.

The theoretical framework of Soft Power employed in the text-
book is based on the theory by Joseph Nye concerning Soft Power,
Hard Power, Smart Power and Power Diffusion; together with Jes-
sica Ludwig’s and Christopher Walker’s contribution to the creation
of the term “Sharp Power” within the frames of this theory, in
which, Russian and Chinese Soft Power were singled out as separate
segments due to specific mechanisms and severe consequences as-
sociated with them.

To refer to “Soft Power,” practiced by Russia and China, we use
the term “Sharp Power”, which we distinguish from the term “Soft
Power” employed by Joseph Nye. The latter is considered to be “at-
traction with values” and is a characteristic of the Western world,
both in the Cold War and in the post-Cold War era.

We believe that in Nye’s theory of “Soft Power”, the most notable
factor is not so much the breaking of power into components and
the introduction of neat terms, but the discussion concerning the dif-
fusion of power. Diffusion of power, as an accompanying process of
the digital revolution, is the main trend that replaces the narratives
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and meta-narratives fixed in our imagination concerning actors or fac-
tors of globalization, international politics, diplomacy, the media, etc.

Therefore, the post-modern transformation of international politics
based on the diffusion of power, is considered to be an important
component in defining the scope and theme of the textbook. The
Georgian society, which has been actively involved in the critical
process of state-building and modernization since its declaration of
independence, must face new challenges. Today the world is chang-
ing qualitatively, further aggravating the process of internal transfor-
mation of the Georgian state. Various high-profile events of recent
years (terrorism, cyber-attacks, child pornography, etc.) have made it
clear that the Georgian state is not ready to face the difficulties of
the diffusion of power.

The anatomy of “Sharp Power” is less explored compared to the
classic understanding of “Soft Power”. The conclusions made as a result
of the analysis of Russian “Sharp Power” are mostly brief (e.g. Cold
War methods have been revived) and fragmented (mainly concerning
disseminating disinformation). In this textbook, we have attempted
to specify elements of the Russian “Sharp Power” and outline three
key features: the Soviet propaganda; capabilities and opportunities
of dissemination of digital disinformation; and information operations.

In various chapters of this textbook, crucial issues actively dis-
cussed in international circles are outlined. Unfortunately, these top-
ics are not well-known in Georgia and there is no active discussion
concerning current international trends. These include the growing
political influence of open-source investigations and digital journalism
on international politics and the challenges of transforming govern-
ment diplomacy into digital diplomacy, etc.

In addition to the theoretical part, the textbook encompasses the
analysis of three cases: examples of Georgia, Ukraine, and Northern
Macedonia. The internal and external challenges faced by Georgia and
Ukraine are similar and they are often discussed in the same context.
Considering the examples of these two countries once again presents
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an opportunity for comparative analysis. The example of North Mace-
donia is noteworthy in that it illustrates the challenges we are going
to face shortly at the final stage of the European integration process.

* % %k

Several problems and nuances emerged while working on the text-
book. In international studies or reports reviewed, Georgia is no longer
referred to as a state at high risk by the Russia’s “Sharp Power”. In
our opinion, in academic articles or reports of international organiza-
tions, Georgia is described to be a Russian-influenced state and not
a state threatened by this country. Such a trend shows that Georgia
is perceived as a country of limited state sovereignty. Therefore, it is
vital to intensify the discussion in this direction.

After restoring independence, Georgia became a kind of labora-
tory of Russia’s politics. The methods utilized and tested in Georgia
were then actively applied in different regions. To bring this topic
now for discussion into the international arena, we consider it crucial
for the academic community to become more active, as scholars and
experts of politics create international opinion and trends. It is also
critical to show the priority of the issues connected with Georgia to
international academic circles.

Special centers need to be created to meet new challenges in
the process of digital globalization and power diffusion. Under such
centers, we mean both specialized state agencies and academic re-
search centers. Given the complexity and importance of the issue,
it is unreasonable to assume that the responsibility for the security
of the state lies only with the non-governmental sector or individual
researchers. Exploring new challenges created by either the diffusion
of power or by the Russia’s “Sharp Power” requires the involvement
of many scholars, multidisciplinary research and the development of
interdisciplinary methodologies.

The main purpose of the special State Centre will be to identify
and prevent threats, as well as to refine existent legislation to deal
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with new types of threats. In recent years, similar centers have been
established in various countries. The model these centers employ can
serve as a working model. The purpose of the work of the Scientific-
Analytical Centre should be to identify new research questions, new
topics and correlations. To achieve these goals, coordinated research
should involve researchers from various fields (international relations,
policy and security experts; cyber security experts; law and international
law specialists; psychologists, sociologists, theologians; media and strate-
gic communication experts; practicing diplomats; military and intelligence
experts, etc.). Without their involvement, it is impossible to carry out
results-oriented research related to the dangers of Power Diffusion or
“Sharp Power”. Creating such a Research Centre is a major challenge
due to the scarcity of scientific resources and interdisciplinary research
in Georgia. Engaging international experts in the process of is the only
logical and rational solution to this problem.

Concerning the topics of future research, several aspects can be
named that are currently missing in contemporary Georgian academic
research. According to various international studies, propaganda and
disinformation lead to addiction and the longing for new portions
of similar information. The main reason for the inability to protect
against the pressure of disinformation or personal threats in the face
of digital globalization is at the low level of media literacy in society.
As well as this, some groups of society are particularly vulnerable to
new threats. Amongst these are children, the elderly, socially vulner-
able, unprotected people and generally post-crisis societies. There is
also a clear correlation between the effective functioning of political
institutions and the dangers posed by the diffusion of power.

Further research is needed to confirm or disprove such hypotheses
in Georgian reality. There is also a widespread axiom characteristic of the
post-Soviet person’s mental readiness to believe in the unthinkable and
not to take responsibility for his or her actions. However, the analysis
of Georgian society, in particular, will never be a scorching research
topic for international researchers. The high acceptance of Georgian
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society of soft and sharp mechanisms should be supported by research
on cognitive mechanisms, political behavior or other critical issues.

The diffusion of power also has advantages, such as access to
information. Working on this textbook was made easy by the infor-
mation being accessible. Even documents that were unthinkable to
access just a decade ago have been digitized today.

The main advantage of Power Diffusion and the digital revolu-
tion is that both small states and individuals create and utilize Soft
Power. The emerging role of the individual in international politics is
a completely new phenomenon, and states are gradually adapting to
a new reality. Georgia and Georgian society should find resources to
create their soft mechanisms to reintegrate as the State and improve
relations with neighboring countries. The factors critical to achiev-
ing this goal are the acquisition of new technological skills and the
transformation of various fields. For example, the development of new
public diplomacy, digital journalism and strategic communication, etc.

The new generation of researchers, civil servants, or diplomats
must realize that they will have to master skills that their predecessors
did not possess. Creating new Soft Power mechanisms requires general
public engagement and goes beyond the scope of governmental power
and decision-making. Strengthening of civil society and professionalism
will be crucial in this context.

In addition to discussing future trends and a long list of wishes,
there is a clear need for certain reforms that cannot be implemented
without State intervention. The mandatory media literacy course at
all levels of education is the least that should be initiated soon by
the State. Activism and pressure from civil society can become crucial
in this regard.

Life is difficult for both the individual and the State in the condi-
tions of rapid changes, instabilities and revolutions so common in the
modern world. Due to this, without facing the challenges posed by
the modern age, the State lags behind current international trends
and loses the guidelines of future development.
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Nations that failed to follow the processes of the previous three
industrial revolutions were removed from the development of civiliza-
tion forever or at least for a considerable time. The Fourth Industrial
Revolution does not allow for self-isolation. It will bring a lot of ben-
efits to the victorious states but will not give retrospective chances
of survival to those out of step.

%k % %k
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! Russia and China through eyes of NATO and EU intelligence agencies. How do
EU member states’, Canadian and the United States intelligence agencies as-
sess Russian and Chinese influence activities? Security Strategies Program 2019
report. European Values, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung. https://www.european-
values.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Russia-and-China-through-eyes-of-
NATO-and-EU-intelligence-agencies.pdf

2 Handbook on Countering Russian and Chinese Interference in Europe. Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung. European Values Center for Security Policy. Report 2019.
https://www.europeanvalues.net/vyzkum/handbook-on-countering-russian-
and-chinese-interference-in-europe
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Analysis of 755 000 tweets. https://voxukraine.org/longreads/twitter-
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The Surkov Leaks The Inner Workings of Russia’s Hybrid War in Ukraine
Alya Shandra and Robert Seely. Occasional Paper Royal United Services
Institute for Defence and Security Studies. July 2019. — https://rusi.
org/sites/default/files/201907_op_surkov_leaks_web_final.pdf

We've got bad news-http://texty.org.ua/d/2018/mnews/eng/
OMKEPENA IHOOPMALLIT, MEAIATPAMOTHICTb | POCIMCbKA MPO°
NATAHOA:  PE3YNIbTATUM  BCEYKPAIHCbKOIO OMUTYBAHHA TPO-
MALCbKOI AYMKU AHANTUYHWIA 3BIT-https://detector.media/doc/
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prodal-svoyu-dolyu-vo-v-kontakte-iz-za-konflikta-s-fsb
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ts&id=794&page=1
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LLlotiry pacckasan o poCccuiCKMX BOMCKax MHPOPMALMOHHbBIX onepaLuii
-https://www.rbc.ru/politics/22/02/2017/58ad78cd9a794757f3c80ece
Disinformation Resilience in Central and Eastern Europe. Edited by
Andrei Yeliseyeu, Volha Damarad. Kyiv. 2018. http://prismua.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/DRI_CEE_2018.pdf
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