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C.

bodobroggmml obBmbosdo ghmosbo ©o dmogbo LobgmdFogmb
0ol g0bbméd309mmgdol mbo vdbodzbgmmaebglo 3gbompo oblgdmdl
o mbogg 3gbomeols Lodmogbhols o ghmosbmdols aodmbodmmagdec
dohbgmmos  Jobrowgamo gbob aoblosmobgdmmo bmeo; b Jumg-
B3hbsgabab gdmds: “ohpots 0Bbobgdmps Joborembo dobe Lbmo gbo,
030b0gé Jobormmolie” s gbogme bsbdmgmob gdmJs: “Joboremo
Rboopo (Ihogomo) Jmgyebs (dbodrg) smodszbgdol, dmdgmboze dobe
Jobormmoms  gboms  yodo  Fgoffobzol o mmigen  ymggemo
ogbbrmemgdol®... 3obzg 99dorbgg30do Lodobronggemmbl
309 000bgd0lmz0lL oblgdomo bmmo Fgebbmms gabolol gbobmegds
ﬂ‘ggoa, 88("}&)8 (8880)68080(80 d() - boab@ao’)-@obog@gm (@Om(ao) @O
obogmgo bsJobmggmm@o (gaboldo) smbbpomds dogbs@ombgdds...

1.

sbmdmegbmmol 99dJdbgmo oo gbomdg360géos, 30bsosb dob
gobomzobo LobmbEom oobobs Jobowmmo gbol dagbomo LolEgds;
496dme,  a0bbobmghe o obm-Loddmmmgdo  dombooge:  bdmgeb
1mbgdqdl (s, 9, ™), 0obbImgeb 03mbgdgdl (8, o3, 35 ©, », &; d, 3, 7, ¥, Us %,
B, 3,4, (H;Ag, 34559 0 63,6 b m, 3) o bmbobEme smmambgdlocs 4o

(o, Q; v, \@)
L.

Jobormmmo  5680bol gdJdbgmds, hobl, olmdmoghmmo  obdsbo
oogmdbe Loghomobomggmmbo gbol da9bom LolEgdsel s sbs ghomo
bmdgody Joboggmmdo gommb, o6 4mobglb dmbo(39dqdl; dgLoededoboc,
sbJsmmo Jsbormamo bsdfogbmdbm gbobmgolb sd3mbsgsmo, bsgbogbo
9bmdbogo dmegmob dogdobsb 360F36qmmgobos LogbomJoboggmmbo
960bo o sbmdmegbrmmo 0b6dsbol mmgogmbo Eoemobomgds...

95965 300mgbgdols Lobgs;
bsgobo J3bols gbsl o gbs Jdbol gdl;
Lobgadfogm gbs Jggybols @o@dligdol Lobmdos.



A

In the history of Georgia there exist two most important periods of realiza-
tion of the idea of the formation of unified and powerful state. In both peri-
ods the spread and usage of the Georgian language is taken as the chief cri-
teria for the strength and unity of the country.

Let’s compare the periods:

Kuji-Pharnavaz epoc says: “there was no other language spoken besides
Georgian in the country“ and Grigol Khandzteli’s epoc says: “Georgia is
the name of many parts of the country where the divine service is per-
formed in the Georgian language and people pray for God in Georgian®.

In the first period, Kuji, prince of Egrisi, played the essential role for the
unification of the country, in the second period the same is done by Bagra-
tioni kings brought up in the south-west (Tao) and the west (Egrisi) Geor-

gia.
B

The man who had created the asomtavruli (Capital Georgian alphabet) was
a great scholar as he had seen with amazing precision the system of the
Georgian sounds.

Namely the scholar had determined and ascribed letters to vowel phonemes
(> a ge, mo), to consonant phonemes (3 b, 3p, 3p; 0 d, o t, ¢ t; 5, 3¢ §
é,%Z,bS;;Zj,F)(V:,Bé,g]i,{aé;gg,‘f]k,dlg;‘jfl,gq;@g,bh;am, 66, b1, |
3 h) and to sonant allo-phones (o i, o y; v u, & v(w))...

C
The creator of the Georgian alphabet based the asomtavrul,i capital Geor-
gian alphabet, on the Common-Kartvelian sound system and not on one of
the dialects or on Koine data. Consequently, when seeking for the pivotal
language model as the point of departure for the archaic Georgian literary
language, important is the logical dating of Common-Kartvelian and Asom-
tavruli.

Native language is the face of personality
People create language and language creates people
National language is the measure of the country’s dignity
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'33[»30@0

gbom-gbhmo go3bh3gmgdmmo Igbgommgdol mebobdo, wmdzgmglo
39éomeosb (d3.F. III-II soobfemgmmgdowob) momdmbose oblgdmdeos
Lod dmbomglogg gbobg dmmodoedroyg Lodo Joboggmmbo Gmdo: Joboo,
%obo Qo bsogo (ob., don., m.gogyebody, 2006, ag. 366, 353: “dg.f. 1II
00obfmgmmol  dgmbg  bobgsbol  LoJeboggmml  gmbogmbo  bmge  sbg
608“}03‘@({)860: dm@bamob 80’)00680’;80 - baoso, dm@bgmob 60(4)(80 - %\)50,
omdmbsgmge Lodsbhoggrmm@o - Joboggmoe®). vdogg mgmbools dobggoo,
9999y 3gbomeTo  Jobmggmgdol/Jobmgdol  gbol  dobobg  dgoddbs

bo@o@a(’no@t@(’nm 360, (’nmag@oe, 8(*16300636000, 8385’)3@-@0%000 Qo
bgono do@@@(‘oob 860@06 oé]@o. boagggog&)m @o@a(ﬁo@@(no{go ab
gdogobdggq’o @36{3@860 mc’oggo@o 06(58(473(4)8@060000 6868@860:

1. odﬁ@a&omo 30&70’0%0000: 80&70‘3@0’)686, &7(’)8 ogambogggm

boﬂoc’nmgg@mgo 8@60@3@3680 8mbob@gm608 - ﬂo@mgg@g?)ao - 0703006070
360 o d\@@@\g(ﬁo dO@om amobgoo ooogb Qobogcinaoo boﬂo(’nmga@mb BodTo
8(360)3(*736 3365’)3@3%, @o%g&b, dogdobomgob do@mg&%a 8(360’13(036
USOGQBU, ngmgg@g&b, omambog@gm oaoagodogdoboo(ao 3(35(*13(473?) 3[](4)8&”
boab&)gm oaoa@dogdoboo%o“ agbmgégauaabbggb Qo bbg. &)08(9360@06
%3360730[) (36(*160@00, 3[) dmggg%goo 8(*)3@060503(*16[} 33@3&)6@(‘060b
ggogg&bo@)a@ob 3(’0(0033bm(’00b, ﬂgé)m?)g 38©@mbob dg 30@606006&)%06
(30©d06m30b606). oqvambog(z)gm bojo(%mgg@mb 633@0 ambob@gmbob
o@b060(8603o@ bo%%mmo 33(47001@(80 Q)ooadSO(gé)gb 30)6(06030 3‘5&)000
(“é]o@mg&b“ Qbm&o og@mﬂmmgoQ 073@0[5, Qbm&o - ambl@@og));
305)0@8@@&09 60%6@0 bom@o(oo qg(%o%o@: 3.)60)0 - @maoago‘}oo:
“Jobrools Bmdol dogh odybmde-3gbfyds Lbgs Bmdgdobes o Igdwgy meboomsb
dobo bobggva%)o%mg&’nog mc’ngoBo%ogoog 60(‘0@03860 (d@obm&%ogo
{j&)mogt’omm&ob %’o&amﬂ%o) dols goGg%mago\w QSO&o@Dmeob 050836@0 bbgo
@magbmog (83@0‘4’86007 o amb(go ‘O(PO(PDL)O 606@0180: 30&)090[) 6«:330 a(jbgmo
@ooSU@m Qo oj (8303860 060@0 30(*)0)@0. 0dol {888@36 od @mamo (83(*)%’330 300093
gg&am lﬁ@o%o 6060;2007 %7030@0, f]o&:ooo @maoaq’og’mo: 063&360, 33[}6360,
%og&o@g&o, dobg%o, 30(*7360, q;bmgo, Boc’v)ooogvo, Boqbogvo, oo, 3&&)3, bg)ogo,
oosbo%o, oqgraogwo, boGogo“ (6.63(0d360(830@0, 1990, 23 237). g.%’.
ﬂo@ma&obgog bbgo ﬂo@mgg@\@(’h @mamo oboa()@o@oob Qo@bo&gma&(}@
3mbo°6<4)86ob boagggog(/nm @o@a(ﬁo@l@({noﬁao “jo(’omo%o(joob“,
“goﬂo(’nma&ob“, “ﬂo(’omgg@o%ogoob“, ob “603060)13@360[)“ bob{]@om
0bbg60gdgb (ob., dsa., b6.5gbdgboTgoqmo, 1990, ag. 225, 353, 406-409;
2-83g0emody, 1996, a3 111, 115, 370, 534 (oo Ubg.).
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2. 5380301?3@«:600)0 ﬂo&mo%a@oo: Qbogl@(no Qo bgogl@(oo “36360[}“
803@0168@8680 mogoogm bogo@g@o@gc’nm 860@ Gggogm%@m&)m
300@3[} amdag “ﬂo@mg&ob“ bogo@a(’oo@*@@m 360. >d 3ml>o°6(4>3?>ol>
oo3.>qtl)oﬁosm 60313(80@ \?0@8«{30@63600 Go@o@ob o.mboobols 3(’*)0)-3(*7070
Bm@m 60(8(00180@06: “jo(’nm@@mog, 333&3@0)06 o @o%{j&moG 3(*)0)0@
bSOB‘O(‘?O O&?Ob 30(4)0788@‘@(47 860070 m;(obob 8(470)-8(4)070 %)88&0 30(470788@‘8(47
3636%3, 633&0 bbgo amGomgbogg ggomo g?g@og)obo%og 306%3033600), ot
jo(’vml@@o Otjm 8078@0 30&70)88@0 bogvbob 5@5366030 (QO 0&70 -
033bdmbggymo) Loghom-bobombm gébmgbmmo gbos, 3936090 980l, ymmm@méol
360 Qo 36’)030@3(00)0 bogo@a&)o@@(om 860. gb obol ol Q00 @30(’00}0, 5’)0@
ob@mc’nooa 3o&am3aq’-g&a asomoaos 35«;@«:@ f]o&:oo-ggb Qoodob&)o o bob
608(‘)8 Ob 0(470L) b%’m(/'?{]@ b@@@(m@ [)030(4’)0788@0’)[) bog&)mm—bobogbm
g(’nmg&g@o 360 o ﬂo(’nmgg@o boqvbob géuooooG(nBob 6\3&;?0. @06067%360
30(470788@‘0(470 86860 d(’), &)(‘)8@8606 @OB&SOL}@‘O&?O O’)SO@L}O%&?OL’O@
%88‘8@36{0080 868600, 03‘063(300')60@‘8{00@ (bo%m&Ongg@ogo %mgﬂgoob
aobg@gom) 3.\&0)'0@0 anls Qoagaagaab g@mgQaboos (Bo%gobao 388@606
%3300 - @)03) 60@33030@06 hobl, dbmd bgog\oc’no (836(%\3@0[)0 o @o%{j&ob
Sb%ogbo@) \38?357@01601 8600“ (O.(V)BOOBO, 1998, 68 3—4, 8[)608[)0
8b¥3@m60b0m80b Ob., O%A')SCOBS 676("167@8%0060, 1993, 68 70)

boggmmo 33(’000&@08@3 (36(*160@ ﬂo(’vmgg@ bo%m&o@m o
Lobmmogbm  dmpgefggdl  obobmpgl  gomboobgdose  dmbobégds
30&76}33@0» &naQasoaa aSol) o&)baamaob {ngok{]& o a.V.
30&)6}0"6.5000[; mam&ma (ﬂo&)mgg@mgmgoo‘go ggobo o dogvmb bodombob
Tqlobgd ob., o.4306(39medy, 2006), dogbod XX Lowmymbol LodFmos
0833(*)00[) (6@636&)0300, od 33(’*)0(*)(1)0[) boﬂo(’nmga@mb) boagggoa&m
§©9980 gl oym smoobgdummo, [odysebo badgboghm mgmébas; dg@ 0,
0d gobovmol (1) “Léhrmmymagolb® oo Mbos hoomgomml Jsbmgdobs oo
Joboangangdob 300203900 (3.d90m0Jodg0emo, 1973, a5. 118, 125-127),
jo&m\g@o gd@Dboobomgob 3<47m°68@o@o°680b @06&70@860 (-
avc]bbg@o(agoqvo, 20057 %3 33 “30&')0)‘8@0 UdQUbOOb d‘g@@‘o({ﬂ‘o@-
OQO("}@(‘Q&O‘S&)O 36’)0’)%8@0@0%80 %’060[}%’0&7 3860@0 8(580@5’) BOO@OBL‘
SmQ’O@)Od‘S&O B&MGUL)S&OL) %70(080636007 806300)05')36()[)00)3()[)“) @O
ﬂ(*)ob@oogm&)b 608(*1(360@360 ﬂo@mo%ocoob 3(4)m(33b0b ba@ob%a%}jm%og
(&838@@0(;8, 1996, 63 368 “30(('70)‘0@ 860068 ﬂ@ob@oogm&)b OQSL}O&?UB@(")&O

ﬂo(’vmo%ogoob 3&)m68bb ‘8%73(’)6@0 bg@b @O 0800) aooSod-g&) 60&708&)ng
L3mdes*).

Lodgzbogbm  moggbodm®dedo  g.f.  Jsboobsgoob  mgmbos
30&788@0@ %OOd(/')O@OdO 86(')60@80 L’O{]d@abom 8(‘“@80%’88,

.8 -



ol)d)m&oodmbaa, 3&‘}0’1%3[}0’)&‘)80 060600 go%aéodaa, (4')0088@806, 30(4)0’)‘8@
Ob@)(")é?()‘:j@ %’30(’0(086063 @03(’)@6(‘060@, mogobo 68@80 OL)U %08(")030@0602

“680&70[}606 8(")8@060&780’)6[} 0@80 OQSML}OS@UO‘) bOjOé’)mBa@mb
doosbgmol, dgébgmols, obsgmgo o Ledbbgo Lodebomggmmb dmbebemgm-
dol “Jobrorobozoolio® obrm godoboggmgdol Igbebgd. bgmmabmboo @gé-
dobo o 0go(3 vbgmogge; Lobsdwgomado 4o, dzgmo Fysbmgdol mobob-
dog, d0obgomols, yobgo-3ghgmols, obegmge s Lodbbhgo Lodeboggmml
dmbobegmdel “JobomoBozoe” ob gloJobmgdmeos, bowash dggmmaegebag
(0o gobbogobol hmbs;) ombodbrmm ymmbgomos d3bmabgdbo, hmambys
doogmgdo, obg gabobgmgdo (IgLbbgdls o dgé-gobgmgdbg bmd spohe-
0960 30d300) Jobmzgmo bambol dobroms boffomo asbobommgdmebgb.
9L obg 9Ldol “Jobraremol (3bmgbgdol®, dagm Jbmboygdl o dggm og@m-
(4)02)[). @O@ao 08068 XOBOBO%BOQ’QO 608m0d8©00, (')ma ﬂé’)ob@oogmgoag)a
Y39 Jobomem Gmdomsmgol (Ledggbgmmbs o LgebgmBocs) gme@due-
bmégdol gbs oym Jobrormmo gbe... Gglododolbog, o3 Emdgdl Jobmobozos
ob LJobgdmpom..." (o.g0030b0dy, 1996, a3.195-197, 213, 215-216; ob.,

o%&gmgo, o.goqgo(’nodg, 1998, 68'261'263; o.goqgo&odg, 2003).

“od-ama&omo aa&)mo%aeoob“ ngmboob ybsgwdgmmds

“odwmmgdomo JoboBszoob” »gmbool mboggmdammdols
Gbooymzb 3(’0030@0 Lbgo o300 o dmpemm 33(’000}@(30 %336 803(0
%’o(’namg&{j@o 43939%0(3; 49®dme: oz gbho LoobEmbom (0w Lbge
Lobol) Jobrormm o msbomés FyobmBo ol obiEmboogde Jobmab @mdo;
8060 N o@bg%m&po, é)m&mé) (ngd@m bbgobo Q)o@jé)m&) (@.qg@@do(ooda,
2005, a3. 325)7 g3o]@ oo oboags, bond Loob@mébrom %’tp(nmabob 8063@3007,
Joboggmmbo @maggob/mgaaﬁob 0w boamog@mabob 2090006980l oge
momjaob ymagmogol  obogmge b bo%(’ngm LoJobomggmmml
ambob(@gm&ob%og (aomo Vo&%@m@g&obgog) am@om@o; ob., 303., Jmzoly,
dobomBoobol, ogom  gmbodomo@ol, mgmbogdol, dogbod III-ol,
3ymbogmgdol, 9306 ©ooobobo (“068(4’08@0)0 9 mmdol
@&)03@0@0“) o bbsoooo d0@0b6833o.

'3050'3355: bOU‘O&?O@QS&mO ddadg@odgbmog d\)aom(ao
OS.XQBQBO{BSO(”\W[J bo@dgo aa&)maao 6&7830@8600} 8(’)3808[)
(03.3208050{830@0, 1979, 23 236); (8@(0,: d'dUdU@OdOb (4)%)836007,
b30536m05 50&)330 33[)5330[) d{jmg&)@o ﬂo@m@o dg.v. IV-III
bovgmb990T0  omges9d00m  Joboogdl, bmdgmmos sbsamo Jsbmmo
(880386000’), F)OB[J, 08. 808060(880@0 Oé’) 0%00&786@0 30&)0’0[} émaob
O(")L’{]E)me)ob O@DOL), 0’)'@880, &OSQSEOQOG F)SDGU)SOL’ GBWBOQ’OO, anb
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Tqbobgd  dob Logobagdme ol mdbggemos.  03.8030b0dz0mobyeb
20bUb3039800, Jobmoboool mgds aossd@mommmbes b.89édgbodz0mds;
©030dm{7dgdm dob Bodmér 30@0@ 0l (6.09¢0d9b0Pg0emo, 1990, g3. 225):
B WMhooghmmdol hedmyomodgdol bobolomgol Jsdoemob
9Jb3s6bos dobomoo olbvmadmmo oym... Jubobe o oboggol
bgmdgdde “bobgmmo Jobormo ob doomgl; ob doopm gl Lobgmo oy
0dghgmds, dJombgpoger 0dobo, Gmd Jebmab JmmmEmbs, Jobmalb gbs
dommgol dImdmombo gbs gobes (Fgodmmgde 0dghbo o0yzbgb oo
odmogomgg  domo  gboy 03039 oym, o Joboremolo,  mpmbe
oogd@o...)  [bobaobids Agdos - ¢.c3.].

“odmmgdomo é]o(hmo%oooobo“ o Joboormmo 94mgboob
3<4)m°ba@o©~@(*7m60b ogmboo rqbai o@o3gdmmo ojzo boJoboggmml
@0‘8@0-@03@@80636ob amabég famagol (aobbogmmdgdom, Gumbgmols
0833(*)oob agbgg\g(ﬁg&b). (4)08@360@0@ odmmgdom jo(’nmo%ogoob
RoJEmdbogo 8«160@38360 Ibobl ob M3gbl, boagmm 1 Lovymboob
8(*)8(3060(’03 Jobormmo  g4mmgbool obEmbos  Logmdgmosbo  43mggom
boomoos vo(’namgpgggogo 80@(’*)013(*)@0@ oboboo  Roggehodols
93@6@0836(5@(0 goamdggggag)g&%o (o.goq30b00dg, 1996; o.poq30b0dy, 1998;
o.goqgebodg, 19995 s.gs030b0dg, 2003; ob, ogbgmgg, d.c0sbsdodg, 1999), od
bodombga%g Sbgggmgob %336 oo gogoadymgdom.

a.v. “Eaaaamgq’maomo 30‘)0)0%0000“ - 3&)(‘)8@030[’ ob@m&)oa

mbm  dmbomgbo o Foboomdpgamdhoge  gedmogmbade
dmbobbgds  a.f.  “bodeoympmmdomo  Jobmobozool®  Dqlobgd; 8
ngombsbbobob  dodggohms  sBhom, d3gmoogobzy  0blgduem
Joboggrmnb  BHmImdbog gbomogob gho-ghotg (“‘Jobmgdol gbobg®)
3943600 Loodghodmbdm gbs b mms gobdogmmmdeTo Jobmggmo ghol
gbmgbmem  gbo  0jie  (bggmmdolomgol  ob.,  dog.,  ascboomgdols
boaogob@@mb 808(/0 b@@@ggémomgob bobggad(ggob—g@mg)
0340390 o “96000d9(3609G 530l FqLogemols Logoobgdo®
3-2bgmgosbob bgwsjgoom, ®d., 1972, a3 36). ol (a3 22)
Bdomb@@(Y)&O)t “30(4707‘0@0 @0 83%&7‘8@0 08@860@ O@Ob @OGO@DB‘O@O
96 0dobgomolasb, bmd o ob dgadgmds Jobommo ol ool ob Jebmggmnds
dgabwmemo, 30dob olobo ghodobgol g9b  aomagdgb®... %’oggob 03¢ ™Mb mo
dobggom, Jobommo gbol ghmgbmen gbsee  J3930L  dovbgosgeco,
d9abrmmo o Jobommo m3mbozombo (36989800, bogmm dgabgmo oo
Jobmggmo dommzol Lbgoabbge bombow yzomonoiobogds...

3obggr  b0aTo, om3b0Tbogem, bmd  LoJoboggmmlb  Sobggem
mboggblodgddo  9gJdborm  od  Lobgmddmaebgmm@o  Joborggmmdols
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Fobdmpygbs ™mb  bombop obol mmpegmbdo Vgaemds, GmIgmog
20dmdobobgmdl Jobmggmmbo gbmddogo Lodysbml 0d sbemmaoymbdo
a00bbgdolyob, bmdgemog 200o@mbgdummo oy Lodgmoo
9b00dg(36096980T0.  Jobmggmmbs  9gbmdbog  ghomgmmos  dugegbo
430033040300 ¥9G 4093 303h(39mgdmmos  Laddmms  0d3géool
@ob{jb@{]&obo ©o Q)o(ggvob (888@350(3 (ob., Bog.: 8.gmbdgbsdg, 1989, as. 172-
173; 6.;?0)(47836063, 1995, 3. 18-20; m.goatj(/ngqvodg, %,dodgodg, o.(gogt@(ﬂo,
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T.Putkaradze - Full Professor, Akaki Tsereteli State University

The Source of the Asomtavruli Alphabet and the Georgian Liter-
ary Language - the Common Kartvelian Language Existing
in the 2nd-1st Millennia BC

From time immemorial the territory of historical Georgia was
inhabited not by three but numerous Kartvelian tribes/communities
(on autochthony of the Georgians in Caucasia on the basis of the re-
construction of vocabulary of the parent language, see:
I.Chavchavadze, 1987, p.79; G.Klimov, 1964, p.37; G.Melikishvili,
1970, pp. 339-340; G.Melikishvili, 1973, p.121; Th.Gamkrelidze,
V.lvanov, 1984, pp.880-882; B.Jorbenadze, 1997, pp. 47-50;
M.Kurdiani, 2002...). Accordingly, based on factual data we may
discuss the existence of dozens of dialects of Kartvelian
tribes/communities over the 1st millennium BC. In the period of Kuji
and Parnavaz these Kartvelian communities formed a single cultural
and state field in which the Georgian (Kartvelian) state and literary
language, derived from Common Kartvelian, had a special status.

.

The phonemic basis of Asomtavruli and the archaic literary language
have more in common with the reconstructed Common Kartvelian
language than with any Kartvelian dialect. Hence, the diagram of in-
terrelation of the Kartvelian dialects known today and Literary Geor-
gian assumes the following shape:
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Common Kartvelian Language > Georgian Literary Language

Svan Zan Meskhian Central Takveri- | Pkhovian Her
Balsze- Megrelian, | Acharian, Kartlian, an Tush, Kakian,
moan, Laz (Atin- | Imerkhevi- | Kakhetian, | Lechkhu Khevsur, Aliaba-
Balskve- ian, an, Taoan, | Imeretian, mian, Pshavian, tian
moan, Vitsean- Livanan, Gurian Lower Khevian,

Lashkh, Arkabean, | Machakhel- Rachan, Mtiul-

Lentekh- | Khopan) ian, Upper Gudama-

ian, Samtskhean Rachan garian

Cholurian Javakh

Il.

The history of the Kartvelian tribes and the Kartvelian linguistic
world does not give grounds for the so-called Kartization theory.
Kartization/Kartvelization, as a groundless and scientifically un-
founded view, should be regarded to be of little authority in the
Georgian educational sphere (discussion of its good and the bad will
naturally continue in scientific circles). The literary language of the
Georgians, and national culture in general were created over many
centuries by all the Kartvelian tribes on the basis of the literary lan-
guage, derived from Common Kartvelian.

IV.
As for creating and functioning of the Georgian literary language, we ob-
serve unigue condition:
a) As different from Greek, German, Spanish, French or other literary (writ-
ten) languages Georgian language is not based on a single dialect. Cf.:
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Spanish, Catalonian Provencal (Occitan) originate from Latin, which had
created their first written records in different periods. Besides, some of
them gained recognition as the national tongues, some not. Consequently,
there is still unresolved controversy and competitions between the lan-
guages in spite of the fact that some have received recognition in the status
of languages others remain as dialects. (E.qg. still, it is the subject of discus-
sion whether Catalonian and Provengal are the dialects of the same lan-
guage or two independent languages in their own rights.

The history of the Kartvelian language universe is very different from the
above-mentioned language developments. Modern literary Georgian is the
immediate heir of the archaic church language that, in its part, is based on
the Common-Kartvelian language model and not on whichever its single
dialect of Kartlian, Kakhetian, Imeretian, Megrelian, Meskhian, or Svan
language units.

b) Georgian literary language is the unique in the world that functions con-
tinuously as national (state), religious and belles-lettres language for fifteen
centuries.

Georgian literary language is the phenomenon that has molded the Geor-
gian culture and consciousness; this is the many centuries-old chief factor
for determining the national identity of Georgians.
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out. These data should be provided online with free access to anybody and CDs
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should be produced and disseminated at self-cost prices. Also, future integra-
tion of the data into world-wide retrieval systems should be envisaged righ.
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IT gJL3gb ol dmboblgde: The collection and audio-visual documentation of

data of spoken languages, esp. of endangered vernaculars, is certainly a primary
task of present-day linguistics. In the given application, the use of the term “di-
alect” as extending to Svan and Megrelian (which are clearly distinguished lan-
guages in their own right) is misleading, however. The choice of but one loca-
tion for these languages (which include dialects of their own) is hardly justifia-
ble.
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(/'70880706 8080(4)0')0600) 30@03638@@0 “gﬂbS{](%@ob“ b&)lﬂ@ooQ
565500943°G b0 F9x30Lgde (o Juggmmdos), hobl, gobodobmds dgabwmmoal
Qo bgoE{jémb “boqmm b@o@@bao“; dg&)dmg): baaaGSc)a(‘)m V(‘)aaa'ao ado%éﬁo
doaomoo ﬂo(om[gg@l@/ﬂo 36(*1?5(0030 gé)mgl@@g&ob b@o@)\gbob (‘aabobggz

&708@360@08, bbao E]o&)mzmqmo 3[:5.53on, bgasaao ©> 33663@360
8(’*)030@0 bot{jd@&ab 606803@0)60(80 %mgo@ﬂo(’nm@@ 360063 ((%mgggvog
Logbhomobdoggmm®dolasb dmdwobobgmdl) - oqegbebg - Jdboob Fgéo-
@m&om dt@@@t@&ob, nggoo@ob@)mo aémo E.)Voqmb 3%bom, 0606@(0-
bgoGL@(‘oo o@goqm&(’nogo 83@333@36360 (Bo@b%gam@/no, Bo@bj&ggm@(ﬂo,
™9bBgbméo, dgabmemo...) oomgdBgdos/gbe-4039800 (., Sod0z39dmmo
“aﬂlﬁa(o@ob“ Lodobobdobme, séb.hodmdsgab sBbhom, Bobmbol oomg)@b

8 c’n@@b - mogobo 50@0%03360 oﬂgb Qo oo, (’v)m m(zo Gob - (o-
0@33@)360) 33«;63 GaVOQwo 30 oo3qml> bomd b30636b @0%35[} Qo 83663-
™90l Logmmobro odfgemmde/fgbommdomo Béswoos sés sJgem (0ygbgdqgb
“jo@ma&ob“ 808(/'7 (385860@ bogo@a@o@)\@/vm ggob); bgog\gs‘/no, 83&(‘7\@-
@0/0606@500 @863(’0@360} 353600; dgc’odmg
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30(4)83@ ambo%(v)g&ob doc’oomo@o@ 0(393Q0 v ogogb 80)%’05033
ﬂo&m\g@o bo%mgogmg%o (ogvoo Boggogodg, 04040 vgévgmg@o, oodmg
60)6360(830@0, 0ddbhmbo bg@ooo, 03063 3203060(830@0, deb@oE@oEg 60%06-
\g(’n@oo...) Qo boaaggog(«)m %’@3360[) 3(100)0 60%’0@0 (b0@m306 bl@G@odg,
38(8)(*’8 So&)ooo, 308@3 oBgm(%mUBo, %om(ngo %78533073@0... mgoam&)o%
ggoggg@odg, dobobo @o%odg, 33(4006 60333600, Smaogm dobrm o0, &)33006
Fgbmbos, dg o dbogomo Lbge), dgmbgl o - LoJoborggemmb odeme-
@oﬂt@@SoGQ&ob am%c’og 3&70}@@[)@@083360@@0 ;Zg@cgg%o (333(‘033 30@)5060-
obo, 03063 Smb(i_‘)mc’ogmgo, me(o;Z 30@@)0...) Qo bo%@&){](ﬂm %7(033&)[) 83(*)(03
60%’0@0 (moaoob 6083&’8@“37 ogvgﬂbo[;@((r)g mboobo, omb(f_*) 6038('7(5@ dobo
305@600... bodombob ob@m(’noobmgob ob., m.ggoggg@odg, 360[)0 Qo dogmb
Logombo Joboggmmmmgosdo, 0d., 2006).

b(’m@@o 30[)@50[:3336@«16000 3005.>Q08m: %306 803(’0 boﬂo&mgg@mb
3&70}36\3@ 03)016@(80 3067@6360@0 3(40(*)33@0 baa&:me ) obabagb ao%EaQ
ﬂo&mga@@(’no 360)?)(4)030 3(’00)3@@36ob b@o@@bob bodombob 80‘4’6303°b7
30600@06 %380 3m°b(>(joo Qo 0%3836@360 Bom@o@ aoﬂgb Fvoamao@oﬁa&ogo
%’08636(30: “ﬂo&mga@g%o“ Qo “ﬂo(’nmm@o 360[5 ob@m(’noo“; 0dols %oam, éond
Jobozgmmbo  osmgdBmd-gobmabogommo  dobogms  0b@gblowmbo
odo/ﬁogg?ﬁo %ogragm-d@o(/nmm%o, bgoggm{ao, bo@gg(’ng@m{ao, (4)080{80, booggo-
@mbo oy %8‘4’8(’@"6(807 Eabod@m 33[}33(’0@35@05 3“’@88(’60[" mogoqmg o(3-

60[) dobbom, %’oé)am@&ggog S&m{]ﬂ@?o ﬂo&mga@@(’oo 35@6(‘)030
boatjo(omb %’33(’036[} 83 838@606 306[}36036 Qbmgo@o @)3(‘080606) 350)6(’0030
{]/nmgm@o o boa@mm@ ot ggojgb 6080133636@@0 %3[}0@3336360 833(4)'@—
o Jogrm, 886&"@@0 @oo@aﬂ@o 305@&)0 30m, bgog\g&o @00@33@)0 o
o.0. 80(8, L)OO@OG Qo (v)o@ma amo@)ogo “m&oaﬂ@)-ﬂ&)ao“ @Gbmggao
gﬂbSU@éao []L’ 5(‘00@@360?

al)-gl‘)o a&wma: “33[)33(’*7@0“ 30'@"@'6030&’@"[’ ;‘(33930[) Va3&:oo Qo
80%50@ oﬂgb “Pododml” 3(’*70)83(50, &)ma@ob og@mc’noeoo domo mSmGaG@o.
(’no(j (Hgab{)&o %38[} mSmGgE@mE)ob: 6m@m W@g&ob 3(‘007—3(007 bodbmd o
8900 (wgbei 9JG oo gb bogombo):

“Lodfmbobome,  aohysgmmo  domgdo  emgbsy  (3ommdgh
boﬂo/omgggm{ao gmgod{j& o asmaﬁma 'gaeo&)abmaoQ goamogbogmg Qo
N 6%007 Qo ob@m(ﬁot@@ boa%)oggmB@m d@@@\@@ob gmb%jgo@)mg:
my¥gd0, dgahgmgdo, bgsbgdo... odyzob0  gbmdbogo wogghlos Bmalog
Mbgdmboco aodmbgool Logdobobo Lodgzboghm obgmbdszool 39bxmmdal
goam; 806., “33670130[) UBUBOD (336@&70(}“ gévoqgom 2002 vg(@b 3[)306307(30
608(“3803686@@ &)0636@0(‘)@@@ %7086(80 "Europe of the Peoples" o 2000
V{]@b 3oé0bTo goamggam@ o@@ob‘go “boq;/*)oGggmo ©o boago@m“ (La
France et le Monde, Atlas) G0l Lbgoobbge g39®oom, Q)(nmtaooa o gobogm-
&0 @obobg@g?ﬁom ok 00ob Wo(’n@m@gg&)@o: ﬂo(’nmgg@g%o, ongo%a&o,
336@8@380, 080(\0@360, bgoggeﬁo Qo mbg&o... Equvm abgogbo (pomb—
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o&@mg%a@o 606@60@360 204900 2005 %)@ob 23 @353863@b 6060@@360[)
boaogobé/nm(ao }.so-géolso ©° 0.3033&605 dmm&QOSoém&)maom %’o/n-
ameGogo S&mgﬂéob 3&)3%36@060& Q)c/nmb (ﬂo(nmgg@mo &08@36083 Qo-
oqvgﬂ@)o aml;odlg&o gaoo&;gbmbama OEUBaQ oym go@m@bo@g&@@o S&ma—
ﬂ@ob og@m(ﬂmo 803(’*)). 60?06@0}6@0300: 3(’*7(*133@0 %OBQGBQ)Q&O 3«:@0-
(bo‘;-a&m ©> admsmaod-a&o 3o°6a°6350b 303«: oboaoqweools ob
a5000d9bgdob dodob dgmgo gmboygmbo Famgob/bsambol gbgdob
aosbobhgbage Volkswagen-stiftung -ol dogé aedmibaegdymme 3bre-
a6 >dob g3bgmgdTo)”.

@ogdggz dodohbos, bmd 60@5336360[) 3okl 83@1@0 60@6360 ol obo-
ob 83663@360 Qo bgoEgBo; obobo doc’nd&g@o Qo 33(’0[)333@0[@@0
jo&mgg@g%o o0& 00b bbgo d@mbggbob ﬂo(’nmgg@mo ab&ogon; gogmboc’o%gEoo

jo&mga@t@(ﬂo @ooggj@t@(’no 83@383@360 (me&)OQ 3d do%bom '3303350
m3g30b bmby  Jsboggmumbo  osmgdBmmmyoob  bsdgiboghm-
J3mggomo osbd)oé)tg@)o, &)maaqmg V@aaob 3&560@"63 Vo&»ao@)‘g&om alg-

Fomdb).

0388 0@860(8608073
ﬂoé)m\@@o 86()[) (30(00788@‘8(470 {)600)888608(4786()[)) 8080&70)‘8@8600)

Fgbhgmemo bmao o.f. mabmgmo o obombo giudgbdol Jdgogds ebs-
Yo Igodmgds yzsmogoiobogb obdgbgbms ymbumoldob asdm;
39¢dme, oo mmdobgde gomifogl 0d 3bmagdEgdl, bmdgmos dmbofjomgbo
00300 (96 domo dobowo Igamdégdo) ohosb, ob bmdgmome owgbdmbo dbmg-
ﬂ@o bbso babaQaVogmb 3606(5&)(3 0(33636 (obamoo 80&., o.go33&®obo o
0.hobEmodol dmboffommgmdom oblgdmmo 3bmgdEgdo ymombol bgmdol dm-
Lobmgmdol  gbol Tglobgd  (ob. gmbedo  asdobzgdmmo 3bmgddo o
ECLInG).

gmboob III yho@ghondo: 36MMm9d@Holb doMomsE  FgalMwegdegdl
2459BB05m L5MOBIEM 335¢0B0ISE0S S ROIAMEFEOMGDS.

I 93b3gbh@ob Tgusbgds: 3Mm9d@ol  doMoms  IgalMvyegdergdl
39986050 190565M 3350008035305 s J9FM (3OS (dmem 10 Herols
2968530 md580 250mJ39469dmwo 39803530900, o oL, deagrm 5
faool 4068530mdsdo 3OmgdEol mgds@ozol 4oMmdgdm; LsgMomsdm®molm
3mba®malnddo,  Lod3MBodgddo,  3MbxgMgbi0gddo,  LgdobsMgddo,
B59gBH5TMMOLM BoIY3609MM 3G9 HJdTdo Tmbsfogmds s 5.9.).

Jmans: 23-cosb - 23.

IT gJb3gb@ob dmbsBhgds: The necessary expertise to “create the synchroni-

zation of the textual and visual files” is not visible in the CV of any one of the

(many) project members. Considering the activities concerning this problem
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which have been undertaken by institutions in western countries in recent years
(which seem to have been ignored by the applicants), this is anything but a triv-
ial task. See (4) below.

[“@gﬂb@{j/no ©o 30%\@0@@&)0 030@350[) bogj&mgo%ogoob“ bogoéﬁm
6080}(}@0@360 ol obols mgoggom@og 800700)36@@0 3670)33@0[) ng&g&ob
\33603@3&'}6% og@m%omg&ocgog&?o. 0d oﬂ@ogmbg&ob 863@33@0160(80
80@360, @ma(ﬂva&o(} on@o@@@So @obog@amob 33336360706 30606«)(4)(303@0
808@060(%3 %’@36(30, @850{8363@000. 060@307 (4) ﬂsaamm].

Jmans: 23-c00b - 14.

5330 dmaasd)o&)o: abchQvom(Qo Y39emo 30&073{]«3«;@%80 ogob, bond o-
goagol  LodoTbmgdol 4398  dymazo  Joboggmmbo  oomgd@méb-
gmgmg&o@omq-@m@d@m(n@@o aoboqob @oﬂbo@oob do%bom joé)oo&r)-
Qﬂ@@o QOO@Sj@)M@m&oob ogb@)o@\@@o 3&7030@0 6’3@00 %@80@36007 8@-
Fomdls: bgoBgm{ao, boaag/ng@m(ao, 0336080)(30, (803(3307(80 Qo 5>.9. (oaob oQab-
@-g&;a%ls I 33[}30&)@)0[} Qobdz;sog); (4)0(3 (8886860 “@&ﬂb@t@(’no Qo 30-
%@o@@(ﬂo ogoogvgbob boBﬂ/vao%oGoob“ BOSWG@O@UBOL’: gb 6080)@@0@360
S&mgﬂéob 8«;60\7%@3 &)08@86088 ng@oo@ob@b oﬂgb (Qo oboo Y39¢ro
3(*)60%’0@3@; go&)@o oaobo, 30(470)38@@@0 @oo@gj@m@o bdoLo Qo @{)ﬂb(ﬂ)ob

bo%@m&)%o@g&o @)ajGOdob @ob@abo 80@%’3300; obgmo Q)g@o@gaob
@o%gb@g&ob ogmg(po NG ombmg(po, aq'aam oaoémaoe, bond Qbmg Qoogé)g/n-

9Lgdm “gJu3gbEL” oé dogmgolgdobs gbs vy ol oge/dgmmeoo. hggbo dbéog
©o3dqb0: 3hodEo0D0 vigg a3dmbs, md yobgow bo3bmdds ghmds w3b-
mggvao dm@ggoa 2000 Wg@b aoomgobo h3gbo oggo “30(/')0)33@-0670 o-
omgddmbro gowgmdobogmol 30630l 3360l dgliobnd™ (o Pggb aobgdg gob-

60@ Q)O(BOBOBL){]E)‘O@ 3&70’105@0@00 OjGOO; 30(/"’)0’)38@(‘0@(’)600-
do&jobom@m&oob 8080&)0’)‘0@860{80 OL)OSU O&OO%SOOO’)OO, %m&o ‘OGBO’)S@O U)‘C]

\g(jbmgoo(ao “8(")@80%78“ 30&)0b606 30(430)38@ 88(}608&)0}0 dg@agg&ob %8@88—

gmboob IV yho@ghondo: boowo  5M0OL  BsIMYs0dgdIo
dmboembgaro G900, dsmo dowfiggols s 9x3sLgdol dgdsboBdgdo
09m3569d0L gl qdols dobgwgom

I aﬂb&a&@ob ?agaba%o: 80’)@0@ 500’7@0@ O(/*) F)OB[), (4)0 3&)06003360@

(880(47%830 @O %UQ&O&O bo@gdmagggogom @Djbodo @OO@U&@O&OQOB boavog-
6(")6((')("1 Ugobomgob, 806&)08 8[) LJ&)‘O(L“OOQOO O&) 08(305036[) S@ma‘j@ob do-
&)OMOQO 80%50[} 860(8868@0‘)60b

Jmems: 19-cos6 - 18.

IT 93b3gb@Eob dmbobégde: by no means clear how the applicants intend to
provide “synchronized files of the audio and video materials* (e.g. in task 4 of
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quarter 1). There is no reference to any technology or standard they intend to
adhere to in this respect. See (3) above. — It remains unclear why a fourfold re-
cording (once per season) might “guarantee the preciseness of the recording
materials.” It would be better justified to make recordings in several places in-
stead.

[0(470600(470@ O(/")OO 60b08860, U)l(‘j (/*)(*)60’)(47 6060%&)060 03@0506©80
8("}8?(‘)@82}060 bOGﬂé’)mGO%UB‘O@O 0‘8@0(‘0 Q)O 80@80’1 30[)0@860[) CBOOQ’SBO“
(8060@00)0@ 88-4 (POSO@D&OL) 30(4783@ 88(*)0’)58@(80) 0(47 o@ob 800)00’)86‘0@0,
k! @maggvo @aﬂ&n@mgoob 50 b@oGQ)o(/oé)ob bo@@@g%om 6060%(’0060336
%OGOWO(’)U&OL) 80580)860[} 060(‘2’780’) (3) %88(*)00 go@ga&o&)o (/*)F)SBO, @o@ma
(3306@8250 %Ob@gb %060%)8(‘0360 “%o%)a(’noqvo Sobo@g?bob bo%@b@ob 80(4)-
06(500“. ‘@dgmgbo 6080(4’)0)@360 33686("’)@0 %OSOWO&OBOB godgom&o &)OSMQUG-
088 0@&0@%8, 6063@0@ 8060060(‘\0(30 800700’)86‘8@0 8(’)(\‘08@0[}0]

Jmams: 19-036 - 10.

hgdo gmdgbdsho: od gdmbagsedoz momddol 50%-00bo Lbgomds gJLbdgh@-
o Fg030lgdgd ol 6dyobos, dgmbyg gJldgbh@de 396 (o o®?) googm: hagbo
doBoboos dobogmol hofghe Fanob meb bbgssbbzs bmb bybmbyho badey-
Fscmgdob hmb (gb dgmmeo 33bbsymmbgdon gsbyymos gebmybsgon-
mo dabsgmobs s sbymdbogo mgibogob dmdogdobmgob!) s sbs dobh-
A0gew: gho vaombg mobigh hofgbo (bmgmébrys “9dudgbE L dmghgqbo)...

09 0bos obog, bmd, dob bmamby &glbogmbl (o obo bmambys
Joboggmmmma mobyzobEL!),  domosb  0b@gbglgdl, b dgmmeom
amgo%@ggm bdolo o @)Uﬂb@ob bogﬂ(/nm&)%a&ob.

gmbgob V yho@ghonmdo: 360:0m9JBob gobbmdEogmgds 390mmsgsbgd o
@OMOLS S B0XIGHOL B Gd0 MGoeolB¥I0s:

I 33[)33&7@)0[3 '30%.)[)36.): 3(4)m33®0b ?38[}@@@363@@0 dm%gé)gg@oobo o

S@MSL%G)OL) 53@86@3063@()[) &080}6@0@860[) 6om80@0b%706360m, 3(4’)('083@0[)
6066@&)608@860 (888(‘00’)080%06‘0@0 @(’vumob CBO&)%@UB%O &)80@0[)@‘8&)0

)

Jmao: 11-cosb - 11.

IT 93b3gé@ob dmbsbébgds: See (3) and (4) above.
Jmans: 11-c00b - 6

5330 dmaaséa&m: A% d@o@g@omaom 8(00036\8@0 %mggpo 83[}33(%@0[}306
ombmgb 3(’0«)83@0[) 6066«1(’*)(303@360[} gp/nmobo Qo Bomm@ob (ogo@@(om&ob
Oagqgobgiﬁob; “{ﬁngt’n@o“ N (3380)53330(800 °‘/°°°Q)&53°©“@‘4’°°’ (agq;obgzbob 40
0bobgatgol!
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gmboob VI yhodghogdo: Boomws 560 sefigHowo 36mgd@ol dobbols
domfig30L  doGomso  Lodgsbogmo-3gdbozmeo  dgmmgdo, bmem
5MLYdMWo s Inmbmzbowo Fo@gM0swMM-39dbogmmo MglOLgdoL
2459myg9bgds MgoeolEyeos:

I 331)336@)&) '3393.5[)36.): do&go oﬂBSBMQo, brond 600)80@0[;%)0636@@0
YM@Gooym aoboqvob am@%mwmgo\@c’no, 03380(5@&)0 o bbgo Lobols 0b-
@33[)0(082)0(3 aobo@ob dm&Bom@g(ﬂ%o %a@ogob 3@03%3.

Jmans: 9-c05b 8.

IT 9Jb3gb@ob dmbsbbgds: See (3) and (4) above. — The project will mostly be
based on audio cassette recordings, video recordings being only planned as an
additional source of information as it seems. This is not in accordance with the
present state-of-the-art in documentary linguistics. Recordings should in any
case be made primarily in digital video format.

[050@80’7 (3) QO (4) %880’107 - 3(/"7("183@0 dOé)OCDOQ)OQ QO&UOA)S&‘@@O
8(') %OBO%’O&D&OL) 80500}860 850}@0}@ @08063600) %780670)@ 036860’)@0 600’)-
SO@OUWOSO&O@O ab O(Z') 036860 (SOL)OBOSOL}O @mdmgggéo@\gé)o Q’OG%SOL}@O—
dOL} 0706088(\‘0(4)0088 8@&(‘)80&)80’)60[}0 %060?3((’)860 838@0 (8880’)58830(80, dO—
(4)0070(;00(;0 GOO&(‘)‘OQ?O 80@80’) cBm(’*)ao@om ‘36@0 Oaggb F)O%IUA?O@O]

Jmas: 9-c3b - 4.

5330 dmaaséoéo:

30@03683‘3@0 “&f]bSa(’*)(g)o“ N (8880)53830{30(3 o@ﬁmg&b (Bmng:

030 80\@0)000325[), bond F’SUB (03@0506@)36@ m@oaG(s)ogoo o@g&o@o
ggoﬂsb oMEoMm %093@35%3 Qo Gocgé){j@o 30Q9™ égﬂb—odob 6080)335360[)
@oao@)ggom 3030(0350). o/noqm, 3(’*70)83(5007 60m30@0b€0636{3@oo: %7@36&)
?og 80@03@8860@0 o@@omdob{]@ggom F)o%j((oogvo dgo(locgobo @33[}@36&3
60@033060 3@33@(’0«)6@@ 33</Y>boo{80 (@oao@)[]?)om, bdobo Qo éaﬂbéob
boEﬂ&)mGo%ogoo); go&)@o odobo, @og@g@o OMOM OO 3000M ({*)gﬂgodooo ob-
oo aobo@ob %o%’g&o.

ojgg og)bogo(ggogoo obog, bomd @omrao, (803(3300(30, bgoggmrao, 063801
083('730)(80, ngam c’oogotgo, boagg(‘){]@mﬂao, booGgogvmﬂao, %3@30@0630 ;Za(’n
4009300 ?3801(47?;360@0 tz;&)ooQ g;oba-gqm asmb&aoa-amsmaéogo-‘ago
3m3@0536o, (/ﬂmag@mo %oﬂbogoo bob%(’oocgmo; 30@803030(470@&@(’*700) %o%’g(‘oo
QO mo%g%mo&)o @050330536@@0; rggbogoaobog), 50 860(%336{80 aobo@ob
Pofgbe ombvmo smpomadobodmbomn dooby vy dmgbffégds, oo bsJdy
204900090,  “odpgboai,  aobbogmmbgdon  0bobls o ovbgeTo,
\gob@mgb bobTo od 6066[} boato@oacn@ @odoé)ggo 38@5(4)360... 0708(30, gb ol
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860@8@8600} 08 O@OSOOBUBU, 8060 8%0@ 0(4)006, 6&706@8&0[) bg@(ao %0%@860[)
80%600’), ﬂoé}m&r}@mo 8&70’)0 60%70@0 60@&886860[} 30(470L) 88("‘)(8 0(4')0-
jo/omw@gBOQ, 800)0 860 dO bojor’nm&g@mb amsodﬂ&/asmb&ozg '8800&70[)("!-
Boma OGOQ Boamoebo@mb

6«1@«1[), aﬂb&a&)@)mo '33930[:38380 oba ;?oaQaBo:
I 33b336(§o: 98 Jmams

1T “g3b3gb¢o“: 58 Jmans

bo?-go@m o&)omaa(bod-g@o: 78

hggbo 3bomgJd o >é >30bsbbeos.

“@0@06@3&73[)353@0“ “L@Gbmggob“ ?@@obgg%om f]ot‘w;aaqng&m
osamg]Bmmmyoob  obbEo@dm@obsmgob d0gebhys  Tgbodmgdemmde,
mk@&jgmbo Qo bojo(omggqvmb 807006307(30 60633&6363@36060 OO0 boag-
860360) Qo 8(47”‘86@@0 Q)oc’ogafj@g%ob bojgg - Qodoc’oggob bo%(ocobob 333‘8
azjmcgo 30670733@@&70 36016(4703-30)6@660%0\3@-%01@5@0)(’0@@0 aobo@ob
Qm&j%G@O(’O({J%o.

305 amoam sdoon?

>éo 2éod
030@0)0@(*1325 g‘g (;‘3(4736000)0 Qmj(‘_’)m&o,
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George Hewitt

George Hewitt is professor of Caucasian languages at London's School of Oriental &
African Studies (SOAS). Among his many works are ""Peoples of the Caucasus™ (in Fe-
lipe Fernandez-Armesto, ed., Guide to the Peoples of Europe (Times Books, 1994) and
(as editor) The Abkhazians, a handbook (Routledge, 1998); Also by George Hewitt in
openDemocracy: " Sakartvelo, roots of turmoil™ (27 November 2003)

Abkhazia: land in limbo
openDemocracy 10 - 10 - 2006

The unrecognised republic of Abkhazia lies at the
heart of the Georgia-Russia dispute. George
Hewitt, leading scholar of Abkhazian language
and identity, considers how the Abkhaz today
view their own future.

Georgia's president Mikheil Saakashvili introduced John McCain, leader of
a senatorial delegation to Thilisi in September 2006, as "the next president
of the United States,"” a compliment repaid by McCain's styling the Geor-
gian people America's "best friends." As the senators bade Georgia farewell
some days later, they expressed the hope that the peoples of the two territo-
ries which have maintained a precarious immunity from Thilisi's grasp
since the conflicts of the early 1990s would "soon learn what it means to
live in freedom."”

In offering this view of Abkhazia (which the senators did not visit) and
South Ossetia (which they did), leading figures in Washington demonstrate
(once again) an abiding ignorance of the cause they proclaim. A month lat-
er, the Abkhazians in particular are left to muse on the political calculations
behind such visits: and on how far the current crisis threatening their small
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republic might owe something to stage-management by a US administration
working closely with the tyro politicians who head the government of the
Georgia from which the Abkhazians broke away in the 1992-93 war.

To explain why Abkhazians may think in this way, and to understand how
they see their present situation and future, a return to this earlier period is
essential. At the end of September 1993, as the Georgian-Abkhazian war
ended with the flight of the Georgian fighters and many of the largely Min-
grelian population who sympathised with Thilisi's claim to the territory, the
Abkhazians never re-established control over a part of their homeland. This
was the upper Kodor (Kodori) valley, repopulated in the latter half of the
19th century (after the migration to Ottoman areas of the native population)
by another Georgian-related people called Svans, who expanded from their
own valleys in Georgia.

Some informed observers believe that the Russians then planned (under a
proposal of then defence minister Pavel Grachev, which in the event was
rejected by then leader of the Georgian state council, Eduard Shevardnadze)
to make permanent the de facto partition of Abkhazia at the Gumista river,
just north of the capital Sukhum (Sukhumi). To further this aim, it is alleged
that the Russians threatened to bomb the Abkhazians if they continued up
the Kodor towards the Klukhor pass, in case this might spread unrest among
the residents of Russia's north Caucasian republic of Karachay-Cherkessia
(Russians had already reportedly bombed the village of Eshera, behind the
Abkhazians' frontline, as the latter began their final push against the Geor-
gians). The valley, thus, remained notionally under Thbilisi's control -
though, like Georgia's own Svanetia region, it mostly remained a law unto
itself.

The Abkhaz-Georgia war was officially terminated by the Moscow accords
of 1994, which provided for a demilitarised zone along the Ingur river to be
supervised by Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) - essentially
Russian - peacekeeping troops; with the United Nations, through its observ-
er mission (Unomig), exercising effective oversight. The zone was fre-
quently breached by violent groups (the Forest Brethren and the White Le-
gion) operating out of Mingrelia and financed by the Georgian government,
which infiltrated Abkhazia's Gal (Gali) district to commit murder and sabo-
tage...
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In July 2006, cross-border militarism was reactivated and hundreds of regu-
lar Georgian troops were installed in the valley on the pretext of executing a
"policing operation™ to rid the area of the corruption practised by local lead-
er Emzar Kvitsiani. In addition, Saakashvili is relocating there the members
of the so-called "Abkhazian government-in-exile” from the relative luxury
of their sinecure existence in Thilisi.

This whole operation was condemned by the Georgian NGO, the Human
Rights Information and Documentation Centre. From a hideout, Kvitsiani
produced a video declaring guerrilla war against the interlopers, the Svans
not at all fancying the idea of Mingrelians being imported to govern them...

A state in suspension

Abkhazia, present problems notwithstanding, is making slow progress to-
wards building a future for its population - consisting of roughly equal
numbers of Abkhazians, Mingrelians, Armenians and Russians. Each year
more enterprises open, more buildings appear or are renovated (though ugly
ruins still scar the main battlegrounds of Sukhum and the Ochamchira dis-
trict), transport-links improve (though again the needs of Ochamchira town
continue to be ignored), and virtually anything can be bought in Sukhum's
shops and thriving market, as long as the customer has cash. But there's the
rub.

Levels of (Russian) tourism to Abkhazia in 2005 were said to be virtually
back to Soviet levels, but one sensed this summer that numbers were down,
especially in Sukhum, probably through fear of hostilities. The Georgian
military presence has, thus, perhaps achieved one goal in damaging Abkha-
zia's fragile economy. For the first time in ten years westerners can again
cross freely from Russia into Abkhazia - all that is needed is a permit from
Abkhazia's foreign ministry and, if return to Russia is desired, a dou-
ble/multiple-entry Russian visa.

Will this encourage investors to visit and assess for themselves (free from
Georgian pressure) the huge potential of this small Caucasian paradise?
Apart from coastal pearls like Gagra and Pitsunda or mountain-jewels like
Lake Ritsa, the airport at Dranda has the longest runway in Transcaucasia,
and surveys indicate that Ochamchira could provide the best deep-water
port in the whole western Caucasus. But the detritus of war remains: climb-
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ing the path to the small church of Basil the Martyr in the neighbourhood of
the working Monastery of St John Chrysostom at Kaman, we were remind-
ed by a Halo Trust operative not to stray over the white ribbon demarcating
a minefield.

Once Turkey ceased to accept Abkhazian passports and the ferry service
linking Sukhum with Trabzon was suspended in 1996, Abkhazians found
themselves unable to travel abroad - most for emotional reasons refused to
obtain Georgian passports. Russia stepped into the breach, and 80% report-
edly already possess Russian documents, with which they travel freely.

Georgians complain that, with Russians using their disposable income to
buy property in Abkhazia, this territory is gradually being absorbed into
Russia. And there is much excitement (vs worry in Thilisi) over what prec-
edent will be set by the likely recognition of Kosovo. If Abkhazia's initial
Soviet status as a union-republic had not been downgraded by Stalin (Feb-
ruary 1931) to that of an "autonomous republic" within Georgia, Abkhazia
would have joined the community of independent nations upon the Soviet
Union's dissolution in 1991.

All Georgia has offered Abkhazia after losing its attempt at aggressive terri-
torial integrationism in 1992-93 is a return to the status quo ante. Not a sin-
gle Abkhazian endorses this option, which would be universally seen - if it
were within the pale of rational discussion - as capitulation.

Meanwhile, many of the most vocal advocates of the Georgian national
cause are still wont to portray Georgians exclusively as history's victims,
which leads them - as in their dispute with the Abkhazians - never to take
responsibility for their own actions and to lay the blame elsewhere (usually
on Russia).

It is true that the conflict's end was painful for many thousands of residents
of Abkhazia who fled to Georgia in the moment of defeat at the end of the
1992-93 war. It was also the jingoistic rhetoric emanating from Thbilisi
(voiced by political leaders, media outlets, and scholars, questioning the
Abkhazians' historical rights to their homeland and threatening their expul-
sion) which had precipitated the conflict. A full accounting of the war and
its aftermath must take this origin into account.
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Moreover, a number of trends in the years since the conflict settled into a
cold (and frequently interrupted) peace - intermittent demonstrations by
Georgia of military muscle, a tendency to demagogic outburst (not least
from Mikheil Saakashvili himself), and the promulgation in school text-
books of the imaginative theory that the Abkhazians are relatively recent
settlers on historical, "Georgian" soil - suggest to the Abkhazians (and
many others) that little if anything has changed.

Whilst no Abkhazian would risk again placing the nation's survival in
Georgian hands, many have reservations about growing association with
Russia. But what alternative has the international community's insistence on
restoration of (Soviet) Georgia's territorial integrity left them? It is time to
realise that universal recognition of Abkhazia's independence is the best
guarantee for Transcaucasian prosperity in toto, greater readiness to ac-
commodate more refugees, and a reduction in Russian influence in the re-
gion - all western aspirations that western policies themselves currently
frustrate...
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