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1792 bgemb 3oomgabgh (3. d.) o s@moanbgl mdomabgemds bmdbgo-
35.1923-24 bemgddo g3magbos, Mmamez dg36n bbgs bammzago, 3m-
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05066Mbs Mmoz30b0 3oMgebogmo dgmmdgmo — JoMoyymo doMmmads-

©0©55m@0 badmzodymm g3mgbos.

36



63. mM3mz0 LgdsbBogm Imbsdgms g3magbos dggmmogsbzg Jom-
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BmE3om, obg Dmdom gHmdsbgonbash asbbbzsgzgdymos. s@sbomons
Byemol bonbfmgdo(s. 3856mb 33ma3s 33mo3 d0dnbomgmdl.
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3ol @ofmbs o6 Rsmgaoms, 0dzg gohgmws s dbmMmzamgm omm(ss.
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bommamaanbos @y mgmagdsl, Mmdgmacs 1bgbogbo wdgdmals
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3560. 53 3gMomeb 45693036905 5B JgmemmannMo gombmgdol eMmL
sdmhAgbomo 503D (30b0bs s 30@0sbdob Mgbowgbznnl boggdmdals
bodmgda. 3oDa (3060L GbY(300L SLEMMgds 3(36g00L gEss-
mogmdal 3gmomeda. sM3sd30bol gombmgdabal d033mgmmos bada
90 3sbgml doymmgdmmo @ Ommo g9bs. bogm®Eognzsom
3M33mgdbo IV b-000 s Im3gzbm 3gMommom msfMommgds. dgdme-
Rgbomos gomogbals 653mgdn, 3m339d0, Dol dows boggdbmdgdo.
3309396000 @3a0bws, Mm3 5MdsD(30bg Mo bobomaligsb dgwmggdm-
d: 39Mbbobbgzabs @s 5(33bal Jmsbs s 3@ 335Mb ImEal s@bgdeem
&9geobodyg godmoama bogomadmabasb, Mmdgmo(s 93g0dsw bomdmoag-
Bomos Lababemob 86 Godmal G030l Lzg@gdnsbo MDAl B5dmgdom,
dofbom, 5656mgdom, bysmbowgbom, badsMbgdam [6.1]. bagsteymmme,
3635babbggal Lobobmg s Ladn@nsbdm wdsba IV b-do bos ©s6-
afgmmoym. 5M3oDabbgzol gfnbosgms bodsmmgsebals gombmgdabsls
38mAbms MmMgbmgabo BaMbgms g. 6. ,06035%0b doemnbgge®, Gm3gmas
b9 dbmm s sMsdgmm gbsdgs dgbemadayma (I-11 b.) sd8mhgbomos
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bom GM3dd 3o0b(3 96 3009435 089M00l Lodgmm s oM vombMs Jomao-
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™3 H™3ob 033gMoGmE 39L3obnsbgl ndgmms dgyg JomMowsdgb-
»30b doemsgol deyog gogdsamagdos [25.1].

IV 0.-30 sbomo Labmgsmgdmogo MEHmogMomdal gsbgzomsg-
b0l 3gMomeb gd3mbggzs 63nbos babmb dgdmbgms dsbgmado s Jom-
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3y 630bsbo mmzmmds 8 g390Mgdmes dgfmmb, 3mg3mobs
Lobbommo 53 baembobomgal s gbLbs nbnba 39M33LabyYGgdalb Lodby-
mabgsb. 630bs 60bmb LabBsymadds Jgig JoMnsbo s 656> ©gLM-
Bomo JMobGgb Mxmmdg dmad30s. 326 bymb Jommmda Lobgmdbogm
M9m0a050 JMobE0sbmds godmsbos. JMHabGnsbmdals domgdobme-
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oMb [2.2] 0o ,o03396s g3mabosn J398ma, Loadmmbagbs dobs“— J@Mab-
&9b 3gommal sgomasb. dzbgms ngMybomndal oMo ngdbgdmes.
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330d9mds 360d369mmza6a babymoghm 396980 ssmbb.

363dms d3GMbmdall 3gFomedn (3Mzeb yMb moddmmdgdals
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3@ 9dmn 503060LGMs(30mmo oymgom Jbgms Mdgmals do-
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Mbs oMbgdmdogl, Mobaz bGMedmbab (36mdgdo(z sabEMgdl [23.1].
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339mgdo 8dmbaymob s 353 30L dgd8mbgggz0sb. LobmBam3zgmama
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9893%g 3%ab, dmgemal boymagzng@gdobs s d0bsmdm]dgmgdol ma-
®0905b BoMm3mamaqbos, bonemm JMali@nsbmdsda dabo Loddmem dgg-
Bys 630bos dobomabs s B3nbos gom@gol Labobdgdyzgmagdsb.
bocal 3mm@o bsgdome Lombmobybsmosbo sdmhbos s JMab-
B0sbyem Mgmognsdan dgombos [32.2]. dgbodmgdgmos, bato Bom-
dmeagbomo agmb, Gmam®z gMo-ghmo dsbsmmdgma (omobgl ao-
dm(3bagdal Bobgogoo batn, sbggmmba, mm3n s sGbngn — mobo
dobomMgdemal bobggdos).

L39GNEbMZEL GodoMb oMb ©36Mo3L 3390 BmMIab go-
mo35b0, Mm3gemay s3qdmoas 1787 Ggmb gMgzmg ll-0b 36dsbgdoom,
Mobo(3 903LEGMEML LadbMgmal dgbabgmgmol magdy v3m3z3gmama
bombgMs, bonwabs(y 0633935, MM gMgimgl dggma gomsgbals ggfos-
239689003 393m9ygbgdns sbaoma asmazbol 3dgbgdemmdabol. Mm-
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am@(z 3. ddgoMons mgmob, gamsegsbo Lgg@nbmggmb 3oL d53ga
M06©s 3gmbmes, Ms(3 030 3obGoby amMasbomds bsgomgomm @odMaow
3005305, 30356 4L modJMmmdgdal dgmagasm Lig@abmzgmo
©3b0sbes s dgbadmms, dabn gomagabarz ImabaMs, 306500056 sMss
dgdm&Rgboemn dggmo gomagbol bodmgda [15.2]. gomogsebo m&mbam-
05605 8 3gagos 85bab, bocmeggdobs s bammmggdobash. go-
535630 993L0 (30m0bEEMMO ©s M0 Mo gHIbs 3M33os. gomsagbals
9bm3do asl jomamongmb-3s@mnstd dgmdabgogy I-0b Labsbeng, Gm-
dgmo(s Xl b-000 moMomegds. s dgmmmaan®o 3393960000 oanb-
©d, O™ boboberg ©9896g8geros ga®m dzgm Joedacham ggbsdy,
s dgmmmannMo 33mg30L Mmb gsdmgmabos Mayolb 3oL 390gmo
o IX b-0b 39M5d03mmo dobomes. jomomogmbol bobsbemg Medogb-
®96M3g 04bs 300539090 mm0 s dmEagbomoa. dmemb ngo MmbEm3
bobob (1633-1658 66.) 3ggmdolb @Mmb dgeggmgl. 3g3amd 3gfamedon
Lobobemg domosbom sngMs. Mgl egmamgdamoas badbmgom dbamg s
©365MAgbo 30 o3mMBLYM3Z9dmns (3mgmmal Lodsmmgdy. gomsgbals
LedbEgM-0BmMbagmgm 3mMbgdn, dgdsMmgmdl Jzob mEMLsMomas-
b0 dgbmds, Gm3gmaz bomdmaagbos XVIII b-abs Jomggmo gomamo-
3Mb-3s@Fnomdol 56@mb ll-ab Mgdowgb(30sb.

»JoBmnmab (36mg@gd0L" dobgogoom | Loy 3mbgdn ngdbomndowsb
3(3bgogmBs gdMmegmgdds — gemomD I(3bgmgmds s mmbaobmD 3omb-
bgm3s 3(3bg0sdn YRmal 3356m0 Rsdmn@obglb. gmomdl d0bds ©sd,
LoEMBOs3 335Mmn godmaemmgs, ammdn Rsabm@s s 35d0bgg Lo
396998935. LoEMb0s 335MMMS6 gMMms s Mdomgl. 3ol Lagmazdy
300560 53m3z00s. 63nbs babmb dogM JMobEGNsbmMdol Jowaggdabs
5 Jomonmol dmd3930Lb dgdamad Jommnmal 3nfMggmads Jeal@nsbds
399393 306005635 39M0L 5dm(396930L sanmsl Godmal sggds ao-
©36Y308. 3gosmn dmyzgogb s 3nbasb Godmab sbodgbgdgma dznn
L39B0 33boEgL. g9d3bo Lgg@&o GodMal Logydggmda Rosdmdsbyl,
dgd3009 g0 30gMdn aohgMs s dEaomnEsb 3g& ©sdMgl. b3nbos
60bm3 Jongemo g mm(330d0 303G 0MS ©d oom dmbrs babbawmmo:
obggmmbal Lobnsba godmgo aodmgows (300056, dobo dgbgdals dg-
9350 bgg@o gobosmws, dgaMbys dabsl s dabgsb JommbBds @onbym
©96s. bggEL YBEmaL LggGo (3BMzgma-969) (3B LzgGo, banwes-
bo(3 BoM3mmagds @odMab bLabgea(s. BoMnsb 330l Bnge 8dgbgdgmemo
&odafo bobs agm [2.9]. gob@oby ammasbmoal dggmdals Hmb V Lay-
3960b Il babggzemdn, Mmmabsag Jommob g3mabosd s3@m3gBomos
dmodm3zos, bgg@obmazmob Godoma bsjosmamogmbm (3968 Mo gobos s
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dobo 30Mzgmo bob d56mdal saamsl 83gbws Jz0b oo bedbsgnsba
dobomogs. xmebdgMab (36mdam: ,3(36900b 9539396 3obBobg smsdg-
bs 93mgbos dmiodamos byyg@o (3bmggma® [2.10].

Joomma  dobgdal  aogMm0sbgdabs s gMmnsbo JoMoremo
bobgmdbogmlb d94360L dgdamd Bobds 3oMggmds  omomozmb-
3o@Mnomdds dgmdobgwgy -39, byyOmmdmdmgam oMby zodglb dggmo
L3gBEbMgmAL sanmsl sbsmo, oo x35Maddosmmasbo jomg-
om0 53398065, odMal (396@Mommcn mamol 393 3mmsogbgdmmos
doMx3960 33magolb Mgmoggn®o godmbabymgds gmbomon, Gm3dmal
mtogg dbomgb bombBgmss: ,bgma mbabs oMb zadabson, dgnbogo®.
&odM0b 3MHnbg300006 dmymmgdnmo mgdoyg b3gdobmzggmo stab
bogomnggmmb gomamogmb-3s@Mmostidol Mgbowagb(zos.

1283 Bgemb bogomoggmmda dmbos dmogmo dobabdzms, Bmdge-
ds(3 bgg@nEbmzmal Godomn dmogM osDbasbs: ,o0g(39L Loywsmba
0 dmbab@gmbon, g3mgbosba, (306960, Lobmbo... 3zbgmals Loywsma(ss
ang3" [3.2], hodmagse anddomal ygmoa(s. Godomn gomEgn 6Gbynb-
3093 saEanbs. bzg@nbmzgmo 3obdEob (36mdom 00306 3ygzgL
L3oms MabamgdnMabsms® [4.2]. gdnm mgbgobsgsb woggpmo
9399600 oa 965 smgJbobrg | @owal (1412-1442 66.) @mb onbym.
dobo dggmdobal Lzg@azbmzmol Gododa 3od0@omuMow dgzgomws.
XVII -0 Gmb@m3 bobol 3gmmgd — 856003 gEmBsmds Godtob
a93domo 3gmog smoanbs [29.1].

&ddMab gomszbol 3oM0dgol 3mMEomdg dm 339mama XIX bog-
3960b BombgMs 3358(36mdl, MM 3oM0dgg gobssbms Logstmggmml
93B3 Jmb3s goMmmsdds. Bybeymo 33sMm3gmmdol MmL GodMab g3o-
bowgdo dmanbgmogl. gabsdmbads gazgbo dog96mgzds dabo gMgbzg-
30(3 30 dgomgmMgdabs, Ma@asb o6 Mbomms 0bobo gbsbs n33gMsGmE
bogmemmd 1-b, Gm3molb Rs3mbgmobsi gmmbgb Lsjsmnggemmdon
1837 Bgmb. Jomornmo ©abnsbgdama 30639mo Rosbs(33emgl domamo,
bob Lodostyybosbo GYbymo sndo@gd@ntobosmgol ©odsbsbosmg-
dgmo 03mbmb@obom, Gmdgmoacs bzgGobmgmal byOmmImdmgmmm
Lobgl domosbsw (33mos (dmagznsbgdom ngo abgg JoMmoymo Godab
39b639mo0m dgozgoms). XIX b-ob 40-0860 Bemgdomsb ©s0bym @odmals
M9gbBogMs300 S 0gn 3gMomEmon ©Mgdg dodEnbsMgmdb. bo-
MqbGogMa30m badymdmgdol ho@omadol MML s8mAbrs dn0Mzgmn
bob g3mgboals bado 3gmals bodma, gob@ob gmmasbemnl MHmabrgemo
35bomozob 390mobs s dnExol 3mhydn®mdgdnmo bsbamo, Gmadg-

o3 dobomss o3gymo.
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L39GOEBMZmMOb 3 g Bobown s JoM-bam3dgmms ImMoymm-
b5 dofMomsEem dzgmos s doMYma mMbsdgb@gdomss 393 39)-
o, 09330 35063 g@YMds bbgoabbgs @Mmb 353900930l 335emn(s.
&odMnlb ©gzmEs@om dmMoyymmdsdo 360d369cmmzgebn sanmn
FBogEONe MHgmogygdlb m3o308: oMol o3L, mmdabs s s®Bogals
303mbabymgdgdl, IMabsg 563 9mmDgdL. obsogmagmalb gobowbdy
Lodggngm@nsbo Mgmoggns, bosy baMmdmoagbomos JMabdg, Hma-
mob oM g3b03 3obmogbgdnmons sbggmmbo biyFoom, beem dom(sb-
bog — obggmmba LgRobzzgMom. gb oGl s3smmgdabs s 3gmMgE
3mbgemolb 3md3dmbocsns. 83 3m33dmbognsbmabss 3ogdnMdn 3gomals
a0b330Msb 8MLgdyma 33965 gms MgmogR@a gsdmbabmmgdgdo
— Lombmalb by.

&5do6dn 3gbgmobmabogg mgambBob ndmgds aMsboomdyman bog-
39 — agddsmal ygmol oxm@3g@n boM3dmoesb ybgow omgMgds
3bab Lboggdo. Igbobgmgmdngyg, docx 3603, 3ol Lobsommsgn g3dsbos,
Omdgmog JoMmomgzgmms godMnb@nsbgdol @Mmabogmo ybws oymb.
9885%0 sMg dmmJMmazamo ymgoms. &odolb Dgos 656omdn ymeo-
s bodomM3900, Lo (3 93090M0L ¢odb Mgl vxoMgdwbgb, domaogw-
696 @odMab gobdgyymmdsobs s do@sm dodemamoggob. @odmowmasb
3oMas@ dmhsbl ghm-gfmoa booydmm bodsmszdo dgbobgmgmo, bo-
(3 LaggBmbol dg3mbzg3530 om 30l 30dom hoomwbagb, Mol dgdwg-
a5(3 oo goMogbgb Mdnmb. bs 3nMobggmal dom(sbgbs dbomgl
d30b 3039900, HM3madbss anddsmdg s39szstm [8.1]. @odEal nb-
&9gc0gmda asl diznfg dmdal gyddsmnsbo gzmgboals dmegma, Gm-
3gmo bos g33mba@egmglb 0g@nbsamoadal dozbmaMmal Laggmazdg
3o Godoml, Mmdgmaz XV boy 3nbobos @s sMg jomamojm-
Lol LedMdebabl bomBmawanbos, 339 ML 1339 98 BB S
30dm0ygbgds, Moash sbems, 30mamazmbol jomgomsl Bomdmawagbl
&ddMab 0b@gengmal (396 d0 mmsagbgdayma bagamdgmo.

&odMal obsgmagm Bsboemdn, dggmo boydwgbo dnMmgol sgo-
b, aslb maze0 ,b3g@nEbMzgme®, MYygmm anddsmams s sgnmal
3oMadoyyemo babyMagoom. of 0bsbgdbmes Labboymdmddgon Lggdo.
L39& Dy godmbobmmos Labomgdol Loy gdo s Jommda dMab-
G0obmdol gogM(3gmgdol s3bobggmo b3gbgda. Lgg@ob apddsmals
bzgHm3dn JMabGge godmbobama. mamgdalb 3nmbggdo 3396sgmemo
MMb5396@gd0@G0ss dmmMoyyema. dbs@gMmds dgbmnmgdaemoas XVIIb-dn
30030 3mb 6ogmemmD 83omabzmol mombbmdom dbsGgem aMogme

amxegomalbdgomol doge.
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dgmdobgogg gomamogmbol 80g 5356904mo @odofmn domnsbaw
nym dmbs@yemon, dog@ed mglb dbmmmeo 3Moadgb@gdns dgdmmfig-
bomo, obsmhgbo 3o a300bmgmons. &odeolb gMddsmal bzg@mdn ao-
dmbs@mmos dMob@g dobaMmdmgdom s ©dbsbgdmmo dgmMdbyma
BombgMoo. addsmdzqgd dmmx Dy godmbobmmos 35053 gomMeso
(B3eb&m3 bbb dgmemg) dg0mmsb ghmem. Godmal ghma bambgMs,
Mmdgmo(z hMommgo 3gogmdy, momal smdmbagmgomnmass 0s3mdals
3080b 3m33MDBo(305L056, 3353(36mdL, MM3 IbsGgMmMds dgbErmmgdy-
0S5 3omdmogmb 0mabg @nsbadndol maombbmdom (XVII b-ob dmem).

GodMalb LadbMgo 3gamdg BEGLIPmo gGmMS M 3omos asdmbs-
bamo. 98mb dggm JoMonmem dmmosgmb 60dbgdl 1bmogdwbab.
BMgLb3odg 56303 g3Mmdom gobmsoggdamo mm@mdg@ o g@mo mmem-
3980 3mEodnmolb godmbobamgdom s(0b BoMdmmagboma, bmenm
3bggmmbdgdo @s mmbo (3bmzgemo b3nbos BgHamal gozbowgdss: oo
g4mgzgmbo 3639mmbbo agb aofmgdmal LogMabs... @s moboms dom
3bmggmmsabs... ,...00 d0Mggmo ngo (3bmgzgmo dbgogbo oym mmdo-
bo, o 3gmMg (3bmzgmo dbaszbo nym 3HGmabs, s dgbadg (3bmggmbs
3gmbs 3ofn 35(30bs, s Jgmambg dbasgbo sMbogobs IBMabzgmabs®.
©obgmb (396@Mdo Bozbmgamlb domzbgbs bgmdn bobgzMawasdmo-
mo g@sgboemn fdamogh s gomMdgdm sbggmmbms ©sbos godmbabyy-
0. 39Mb3gmaggdal, 3babs s dmgemal 3m33mbozosl bLBaL dgfmd-
bmoe dgbemagdgmo BaMmbgms — 09900000 NRombs (39moa3b,
399000 35 domamms dobs. odgdom ol ymggmbo dombo 3obbo,
5498000 3oL ymggmbo 563 9mmBL0 3obbo, 5dgdnm ol Idg @s dom-
3560, 5dgdom ol ymgzggmbo 356L33ma360%. LadbMgo 39gmdgs
a0dmbobmmo Lodmgom mgds@ngolb s3babzgmo sxFnsba bmdsemon
mdmmbggmggcosbo 396s3mn ggMol MHM3gdoo. bbgomsbbzs @o-
30b Bymab (3bmggmagdo s 0g3Dg60, dommemmaamdo LoMobmbgdo,
Jommgzbgdo, Dmgol Jomal 3gmbmboggnza30gdn, 83m3omogbaa
B336@9LE0YM0 (3bmzgmoa Jomol dz00 Mog0m, 535Dd 66D Jeme)-
o bbgamoom. Gmame s 333mg3o60 3. 30dsd30mm0 50bndbogl, sgMos-
bo bm3smegdo Jomogmn eMHmMAgdom, badsMmggmmb, dog drgobs o
bogFmadmEabm 3men@o3sdo sMbgdam gomamgdslb sbobaggb.
&odMal Lodbmgm-smdmbagmgo 3ggmdy aodmbabymoas Imbo-
3gmdMngom sebfnmgdamo 396500l gEmPsmo Jgmgzseba dgaemo-
d30mg0mob — dsmgdbabogbs s My3bmsb gMmsw. Aamm-oabe-
3egmob bgg@ob dos Fbsmgbg 3mmagbgdmmos dodszo30b goams
3bm39molb mogom. gbos aImMBsdy JMab@gumeyg, Gmdgmac Il b.-
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do 96535 JMob@nobmdobogol. godm 3930l 0obobdsaw, dMab@gmmeg
m535D0 Fod930 ymggams s dobo bomsdadg boznEn GmA o6 aodb-
aMoym, m3gMonb bobmgs, Hma qbsobym-9436s ngo.

L39GOEbMZggma BoMBmoa by Jommggm dgygms gobbabggbg-
dgmb. ab@mEonmo Bysmmgdob dobgogoom Godstdn ©s3@mdsmyman
16©s 0ymb o300 ey, 0939 Mg MogegdMmo, gom@go VI, gom®-
a0 VIII, semgdbobtg oo, bodmb | @s bbgsbo, Jogcsd, badbnbscme,
h3960807 dbmmm© gob@obgy amMasbmal, gfMgzmyg ll-obs s gomEgaon
Xll-0b Loggma3983s Fmombogl.

LogoGmnggmmlb doMomdsnegdgmo g3emgbonlb 8og& 14 md@ma-
39Mb @sbgbgdmmoas LG obmzmmds s JMmabE gl 3gecmab bswowg-
590 Regbebogmo. byg@osbmggme 0gbybgmb dbmgmom gy -
A9y 393 3300Mgmdol dgamos.

R396M0

3(3b900b s@3mbagmagmom, 3@ 33M0bs s sEvg30L dgbommagmsb,
3m3z56 dmnb b3gMmdyg %360L 3mbabgmMo ash. ngn dmbogbomawss
dgebydmmon sMoa30bs s 88 3360L bgmdgdal 3g0dogmeb. JoMmggm-
35 byMMdmdm3zamads 56 doMGm 300l ©sdodmszMgdgmo 3ma3dmbo-
(300 3mdgdbs, 565390 356 dg 36 83 BnEsdmgdals Jmgmo msbodoxn@on
[14.1].

63060 60bmb dogH Jomnmdo JHob@osbmdol g3 (39emgdals 393-
93 ©30bym Lagofmmggmmadn JMab@osbyma §odtgdol 3dgbgdmmads.
306056 399399 3emEm3geb Jnadg sbmadamgdamo Mgmogool bLoddm-
MME K39M0 ddsMmms, MmIgma(y Mo FosMGM JoMmggmms, sMsdge
dogmo 39335600b IMbobmgmdol moyzs60b(3930L saomo gobs. VI
Lo 3mbol sbsbyobowsb LabsbnEYMIds 0Msbds JoGmmdo Fgmmds
305435 JMobGabmdal ©g3bs asbssbms. 0Msbgmms gb Bom3s-
&gds nEbsbl o6 goamdgmems s domg dmgm LadbMgo 3o335L0530
ox56Yq6s3 0ggmgs. Joomadn sxsbygdsl Lomeggdn Rommas amomsd
960bmd30, MM3gebsz d0babGnal 033gMsGmmn oyb@obosby Il gbds-
90ms. 060560b 35335 3mEMBobaw V-3 sxsbyqds @sesdamsbs, doacod
odgmgdamo gobws, anMagbo Jofomalb ghabmoegow g(36m. d0bsb-
&00b 033gFo@m@M3s 3o ol Godymo — gyMmodomo@mds odmds. gu@-
396 3Ma3soms@ds, JMal@Bnsbmdal godmagmagdol d0bbom dofMosb
39530b 309 oEadnmo g3l AOommgmon 3o@oMs g3mabos do-
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dgbs mommzgabo dgbobzmagmom, xgocmaeba 30dsM0m assba@mema.
939b0sdn %360l god3mbabyymagdosbo mommgsbo badom, Mm3gmda s
bogaMammomE Jomamogmbol @ob@o mbws dpastnym [5.1].

VIl Lo 3mbals obobyoldn gmemed 3nmsedsms@ol dzomal, bdg-
3obmd I-0b @AML Jommmds LB EsFMY 30 dmmds dSmoEanbs
5 30b dog® dmgom dmbg@odg Fodogebyca Loddmmml bazzmaw
339M(3bmdg3g smdstmmmo ggoMo gsdmbobs, Mmdgmbei Jom-
ogmoE Laggmsmn babgmo BosbgMs. LEgRsbmBIs 306 Godmals
339M©0m 533M SEMIBIMEICNM0 bobolb byMmmdmdmzMgdobogal
5dsbsboomngdgmo oo Godstn, Mmdgmds(s bomogg omom K 3Mab
&030b @odmgdol 3d9bqdemmdsl Logsmggmmdn. dgbmdal dommgl
dgoaqbl 33o0Ms@n, Mm3mal 0o3bg 3 smdstmnymoas Mgobobbogm-
396 ygmbdg ©s3Ysgdemo amddsmon. auddsmons dmgmo dogs LogM-
30L ©EMbsob@n s 3obLodM3MazL yzgmes bbgs bobamol gm@mIsbs
5 3MM3mM(3098L. amddsmal ygmdyg dnbmdmomgzomo 39060980l
3mDsdn godmbabyyemn byMmmdmdmaMal Mgmogam®o Joboszgds.

&odm0b gobody aodmbobmmaoas b gRIbMbal Lobmolb 6536 g-
d0b: ddob — 09398 ®gL, dgomalb — sambybglbs s dgnmadgoemals
— Jmdnm-bEgBsbmbob Mgmoggrneo Joboszgds boMbgmoom. @o-
deob smdmbagmgmal gobodg asdmbsbyma Fnbemdmeggamao
LEIRIBMBa MagmogPel bomBgFModg 3o@Mnzomboss Bmepgdmema:
» XM 3o(3bmzMabom, LB gRIbML Jomnmoabs 3s@mazombo dgnby-
omg“. @odomdo dgbabgmagm LadbMgom gobodg xaMal s3smmgdals
L3960 godmbobyemn [29.2]. §odMal, (39630 sl Mgsobaobbogs bo-
390mds, Hm3gmo(y BaM3mopagbos x3cab 3350 (3bmdg3L. o nas
doM0sb dg30l BogM oadyymo ggomMo, Hmdmal asdmz sogm 3ol
oo Godomn” [2.18]. ,JsGomol (3bmzMgdob* mebsbldsw, 3(3bgmabs
dm3oMsdomg bsmgl, 3mmal domam dmadyg, ghmo by oas, Mm-
dgemo(z bomEe® by@mbgmb asdmb3gdwms. o3 byl bamba Labbomemo-
dmgdgm bgl gdobrs, Moasbsy @ogMomoa boomn 56 BMabgzgmo
3oL gmommb o dgdedes, 3530639 039MbgdmEs. 30006 bomgem
00gb 39539356, 08 ©gEMRSmIS6, s dznmms Jomms s ymgzgmdsb
96356 35306 as by gfMomn sgombs ghmbs, 3mmgbs dgos dme(z-
3Ls dgyygombs, s nym by ngo 33 9bngMHo BMoswE ©s Ly@Mbgma®. Jo-
056 dgx30b dgd M933s 930b3m3mbol mm(330- 3G mbgzoms s gl
»obbmgdom, LoLboymmImddgon by dmogmgznbs s Izbgmadoa
B58madmMdabs — ,80b bobogsb xg® oMb d948bws KMo 3s@ombo-
b0, H™Igmbs mogobab-(39L ymggmadsb LodMsegmgdsb JoMmmabe-
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35" [2.19]. 630bs bobgsb sdDs@ms Lado K360, gMm0 SCNBSMMS
3Abgomal x360b GgMo@mmnsdyg, od, Lowsi Jaob ggomzbmdggn
©asb %3M0bmgal. gmeg — mbmomab Jmsdy, nd, bowsg docnsb 3g-
39L 3By @ondbgmes s Jgbadg — YroMdada. gb 3sb3sMGmgdymn
®K396M0, Hmdgma(s I3bgool sgdomgl moglh edymmgdos s ymgg-
o 3bG0sb Asbws, gmsgsmasdal 333000 sbomoa, dsmmgal g9
30093 0N3smagdom dmimemon, LomBINbMgdal domsbs s ¢dmg-
39mmdolb dmosgmbgdes. 3ol JoMGm Jommggmagdo 30 o6 b(3930696
®0Y396L, 565390 39335L00b LLgs JMabGnsba gMagdos [9.1].

®360b boggomdsol Bymdsdn homomyymn 3dmbms 3o BaMbgmgdom,
mdgedog Imblbgbgdmmbo 5M0sb JEoGmmgda (0bsbgds Ladommzg-
mmb gBmzbaem 3bgnddn). GodsMdo Medmegbadg mmabos: badzzgo-
mm, bowns33bg s Logomgdm. gMm-gMmn mmsebol mazdg JMabG gl
080 gdab bggbal Mgmongagns godmbsbymo. AMoomm-smdmbsgmg-
@00 5Mbgdgmo (3069 mmsbo gMmobdmagmol mgsbol Bgzdgdabomgals
04m 3563903600, GodMab 058030 J30b 3300Ms@gdomss Imggdymo.

®3600L GodoMo mo3e30M3gma© ImubsGegn aym, LszyMmbg-
3ol 3mbgo dmbsngom Nbos ymgomoaym dmMoremo. ab@gmogfmda
dgdmERgboemn 3boB3mmdol 3069 §Geadgb@gdo dmb3dmdl, Mm3
Godofo a3056 dmyybo@ogor. XVI-XVIIl Lb-do, Lodstomggmmdo emggs-
mo gdbdocgdaemoa dgdmbgzqgdol godm, xgcal dmbsb@gmb aomags-
bo dgdmom@ygl. ©mgdrg dgdmmhAgbomons gomogbol BMsa396@9d0
5 demegdo RsGommo babgzmem @ebgmgmmo 3md3980.1997-1998
bemgddo gomagebo bobommdmag smawanbgl. g3mob g3mgbosl gobos-
oo 39Mabgal goommoama 30l dmgemmabgmm-430d0bggma asbbo-
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Rabs. JoM0s6 399393 630bs babmb dgbg3bom 06s3s JMobEg s Jotm-
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960 630bs sanma© nmgmgds.
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36mdom, sEamdol LobsMymol dmdmmenby Jz9ysbsl ,Mobbgom
3mbgbs 3gmm3sb... bLaggydggmom Mo dgad@s Jugysbs... @sodgb
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0gmobbdgds, dogMed Ybws 3035MoMo, MmA 55 Lodmogzmm go-
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3mbgms bogomnggemmdn dmbs VI Lo 3mbals | babggemda.

58 3gMommdo  JoMomo 0fMsbol mgmdzgd 0dymeygdmes.
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30005 5 503M 0mMdby bacmnbd(393mal bobgzMow dnbsda hogemmmao
K396M-3ddsmmgabo g3mgbos. dombgooege Xl @s XVIII Lo 3699300
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mo bobg. 1010-1033 Bemgddo gomamonzmb-3s@mMmostdds 3gmdobgmgs
[-35 g3mgboadn gos3909606s 396390, Mm3gmon(z dgoagds mobo dm-
R dnE0890mmo gomobagsb. 30639mbg Mgmogynmo godmbsbamg-
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dom 330d0b LEBMBILEGM™ 3MB3magdLo Lbgssbbgs ™ML G-
Mobgdo@ aobmoggdymn boggomdgdobogsb dgoagdmes: dom Im-
303gmob mogsdomggmn bodymggmo ©s Lobogmom — g3mgboo,
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Resume

The work “Cultural Heritage of Tbilisi and Mtskheta-Mtianeti ” is de-
dicated to the public interested in the Georgian history and culture and its
aim is to become their trustworthy guide urgently necessary in times of glo-
balization.

The purpose of the book is to introduce this short guide - anthology
to the Georgian readers, and help tourists, guides and the public in gene-
ral, to get the information about the Georgian historic monuments and their
uniqueness, their past and present. We believe that we will contribute to the
identification and popularization of Georgia’s true history.

Georgia is the country of the world’s oldest civilization. Georgian culture
is the treasure of the world culture. Over the course of centuries, the history of
Georgia has acquired a self-styled and unique standards due to the country’s
difficult geo-political problems and permanent struggles and, as a result of the
constant contacts with foreign nations, its culture became rich and unique.

Georgians had close ties with the biggest nations of the Old East- the
Urartians, the Assyrians, the Hittites, later — with the Greeks and the Roman
Empire, Armenia, Byzantium, Arabia, Turkey, Mongolia, Persia. This is pro-
ved by the foreign historic sources - the excellent material for the studies of
Georgian history. It should be noted that, despite the hard historical proces-
ses, Georgian culture was never restricted, rectilinear or narrow - it always
combined the best of both the Western and the Eastern worlds, the proof of
which are Georgia’s unique literature, folklore, architecture, science, poetry.

The existence of the state of Georgia in the difficult geographic area slo-
wed the process of the political and cultural development of the country many
times. The fall of the Byzantine Empire was especially hard as Georgia, after
the occupation of the Black Sea by the Ottomans, became completely isolated
from Europe and left to the Muslim world. This led to the disintegration of the
country, followed by a nearly forty-year struggle for regaining freedom and
individuality. This battle went on with certain gradations and it finally ended
with the annexation of Georgia by Russia. The permanent wars ended and the
peace was established; though its price was high.

For 117 years Russia has been purposefully pursuing the Russianizati-
on of Georgia, fighting Georgian language, writing, Georgian Church. In this
hard struggle the Georgian nation was able to maintain its cultural heritage,
its traditions, Christian faith - the tokens defining its identity.
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The Revolution of February 1917 was first followed by the revival of
the autocephaly of the Georgian Church, lost back in 1811 and then - by
declaring of the independence of Georgia in 1918. Unfortunately, the first
Georgian Independent Republic was occupied by Soviet Russia in 1921 and
Georgia became part of the Soviet Union. April 9, 1991, Georgia declared its
independence on the basis of the conducted Referendum- of the Georgian
people’s will, which was followed by opening of the closed borders. The door
was opened for all those interested in visiting our country. The country’s uni-
que material and spiritual culture, habitual traditions, cuisine, resorts became
available for the foreign citizens. It is noteworthy that today Georgia faces
many challenges and represents the sphere of interest of the foreign partners.
UNESCO expresses its special interest in Georgian culture by included its
cultural monuments in the World’s Cultural Heritage List.

Georgia is a country of distinct traditions in terms of ethnic and reli-
gious diversity. Different nations and confessions have lived here since the
ancient times. The tolerant nature of Georgians and their attitude towards ot-
her ethnic groups are well illustrated by the architectural monuments throug-
hout the country which are the parts of Georgia’s cultural-historical heritage.
From this point of view Tbilisi - the capital of Georgia and one of the oldest
cities in the world is unique. It is in Tbilisi where merging of the multicultural
and religious diversities is clearly expressed. Orthodox, Gregorian, Muslim,
Catholic churches, Jews and Yezidis temples rub shoulders here.

Based on the above said, this work deals special attention to the historical
and cultural monuments of Tbilisi as well as to the brief history of the city,
to its ethno-cultural and ethno-confessional links formed over the centuries.
Thilisi was a developed economic center in different epochs due to its favo-
rable location. To our great concern, only a small part of the historical monu-
ments of Thilisi is preserved. The existing residential and public buildings are
mainly of the XIX c.

This stylistic change of the city clearly indicates the political, social and
economic changes having taken place in Georgia.

The work also reviews the samples of clerical and secular architecture
of Mtskheta and East Georgia, with their multi- staged development, as well
as the defensive structures of the highlands of Eastern Georgia, which add
special colouring to the historical-ethnographic areas located at the Cau-
casus Ridge.

The increased interest towards the country on the Europe-Asia highway
has led to increasing of the tourism potential. It should be noted that the

184



history of Georgia was constantly falsified in the periods of the Russian Empi-
re and Communist Regime, disinformation and wrong interpretation of the
events spread. Multi-ethnicity and our tolerance have created a good ground
for the separatist people to capture the Georgian monuments and thus, have
caused certain misunderstandings and embarrassment.

The monuments presented in this work have been studied and researched
by the scientists. Each of them has a long history connected with the definite
facts. Our goal was the compilation of the existing scientific research mate-
rials and to make the Georgian cultural heritage widely known to and popu-
larized for the society.

Thilisi

Thilisi has been the capital of Georgia’s capital since V c.

Thilisi with its convenient strategic location, the closeness of the country
to the leading regions (from economic and political point of view), led Vak-
htang Gorgasali — King of Iberia, to the decision to move the capital from
Mtskheta to Thilisi.

According to the legend, the territory of Tbilisi was covered with the
forest. One day Georgian King was hunting and wounded a pheasant which,
after having fallen into a hot spring, healed herself and escaped from the hun-
ters. Another legend tells: During hunting King’s hawk caught a pheasant
which fell into a hot spring and was cooked in it.

Vakhtang King of Iberia was amazed at seeing the place and ordered to
found a town there. Long before the King Vakhtang Gorgasali times, there
must have been a settlement in the place of Tbilisi, which has been proved by
many archaeological discoveries of the Early, Middle and Late Bronze Ages.

Thilisi has been a settled place since 1st century BC. This is confirmed by
the existence of the Roman Bath, IV c. wine cellar. It proves that there was a
big settlement. It is worth mentioning that on the road map of the 4th Centu-
ry drawn by the Roman Geographer Castorius, so-called “Peutinger Tabula”,
where, between the settlement and the towns, near Armazi Fortress, there is
the station “PHILADO” which is a distorted form of “TPILDA”. Tbilisi was
known as “Tiflis” (Arabian — Persian form) in the ancient times. In 1936, by
the government decree the city was named “Tbilisi”.

In the Georgian historical sources, Tbilisi was first mentioned in the
60s of IV c. when Sassan Iran fought for the political domination. During
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the reign of King Varaz-Bakur the Sassans built a fortress there, which they
turned into their residence opposite the Georgian kings’ residence — Mtsk-
heta. Ttransition of the capital from Mtskheta to Tbilisi, carried out by King
Vakhtang Gorgasali in the second half of V c., was conditioned by the social,
economic and political factors. Vakhtang’s son King Dachi completed the
construction of the city. The transition of the capital was followed by the
rise of the population and the arrival of the nobles and the Royal Court in
the city. Later, when the Iranians abolished the reign of Georgian king in
Kartli (30s of VI c.), Thbilisi still maintained the position of the political cen-
ter of Kartli, where the Iranian official-Marzpan was sitting. The Georgians
gained the right to have their Erismtavari (Duke) in II half of the 6th cen-
tury and the first of them was Guaram, who received the Byzantine Court
Title “Curapalat”. At this time the cathedrals of Sioni and Anchiskhati were
constructed in Thilisi. After the ending of the rule of Persia, the Byzantine
Emperor Herakle the Caesar and Khazars raided Tbilisi and they were soon
followed by the Arabs. This was the hardest times in the history of Georgia
and Tbilisi. During the Arabs rule Tbilisi was also the residence of Kartli
Dukes.

In IX century, the Arabs punitive expeditions in Kartli, dictated by the
separatist tendencies of Arab Amirs, started and were designed to regain the
Caliphate’s influence. In 853 Bugha the Turk, fought against Amira Sahak,
on 5 August he set the fire to the city, captured and beheaded Amira Sahak.
According to the Arabian historian Al Tabariu report 50 thousand people
were killed in the city.

In X century when a united Georgian state was formed, King Bagrat
III (975-1014) failed to abolish the Tbilisi Emirate. The case was continued
by a strong Eristavi Liparit Baghuashi during the reign of Bagrat IV (1027-
1072), although the Dukes opposing the Liparit, made Bagrat to cease the
siege of Tbilisi and all these worsened by appearing the Seljuk-Turks and
the issue of reuniting Tbilisi with the state was postponed again. After wea-
kening of the Arab Caliphate and the death of the last Tbilisi Amir, twelve
monks ruled the city.

Tbilisi was made an independent city-community. In 1122 David IV Ag-
mashenebeli fought for Thbilisi, regained it (he was opposed by the local Mus-
lim population) and made it not only Georgia’s but also the Caucasus center.
In this multi ethno-confessional city all the national and religious rights were
observed. The area of the city was expanded to the nearby villages. Tbilisi be-
came one of the largest cities in the Asia Minor.
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In XIII century Georgia experienced hard times. The country was first
invaded by the Khorasam Shah - Jalal Ad-Din and then by the Mongols with
their one-hundred-year reign, which ended in the times of reign of Giorgi
V-Brtskinvale-The “Magnificent” (1318-1345) of Georgia. Tbilisi regained its
previous looks. The country strengthened and also regained the lost interna-
tional recognition. However, the rise of the country was suspended by Timur
Lung (1386-1403) invasions.

In XV c. Alexander I “Didi” (the Great) King of Georgia restored the
country destroyed by the enemy. The world political change - the fall of the
Byzantine Empire had a great impact on Georgia. Instead of uniting against
the strong Ottoman Empire and the newly formed Sepian-Iran, Georgia fell
apart into three kingdoms and one big Principality. Tbilisi became a political
center of the Kingdom of Kartli.

In spite of the desperate struggle of the Georgian people, the country
was, in turns, invaded by Iran or by the Ottomans. The Georgian archi-
tectural monuments, built during the centuries, were turned to ruins. In
XVIII century, after uniting Kartli and Kakheti, Tbilisi regained its role of
the Caucasus center. In 1795, Iran Shah, Agha Muhammad Khan, put Tbi-
lisi to the fire and robbed it. Russia used the grave situation of Georgia and
violated the Treaty of Georgievsk of 1783 and the Russian emperor Alexan-
der I abolished the kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti by the Manifestation of 12
September 1801 and Tbilisi became a Province town. Nevertheless, Thbilisi
still retained the status of the main city of the Caucasus, which conditioned
its ethnic and confessional diversity. The city grew. The traditional Georgian
Architecture - the nobles’ castles and palaces were replaced by so called the
Russian-European architecture. Administrative buildings, barracks, opera
house, educational institutions, residential houses were built. Tbilisi became
a city of the European style.

In XX century Tbilisi was still an important political center. After the
overthrow of Tsarism and the Bolshevism victory, a large part of Russia’s aris-
tocracy fled to Georgia. The Transcaucasian Commissariat was established
in Thilisi and in 1918 - the Transcaucasian Sejm. Tbilisi became the center
of the Trans-Caucasian Federal Republic. Here, 26, May 1918, in the Vicere-
gent’s Palace, Georgia declared independence.

On February 25, 1921 Soviet Russia conquered Georgia. Tbilisi beca-
me the national-liberation movement center, where it was planned to revolt
against the Bolsheviks. The uprising was defeated. Tbilisi was first declared
as the capital of the Soviet Socialist Federal Republic of the South Caucasus
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(which included Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia) and then, in1936 - the
capital of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Georgia.

1956 On March 9th, a big tragedy occurred in Tbilisi. Young people ral-
lied to defend Stalin’s Cult, though it was a big wave of the protests on the
national ground against the USSR. The part of the youth was killed and some
were arrested.

On 14 April 1978, the Georgian society rallied again when the Georgian
Language was threatened to be deprived of the status of the State Language.
This protest ended with the victory of the nation.

On 9 April 1989, Soviet soldiers raided a peaceful demonstration in Tbi-
lisi. The issue of restoration of Georgia’s independence came to the surface.

On 9 April 1991 Georgia declared independence in accordance with the
Act of Independence of 1918 on the basis of the country-wide Referendum.

Tbilisi has become the epicentre of many political events in the last de-
cade. Nevertheless, the city is still developing, growing, showing its tolerance
and the centuries-old features. Tbilisi has always been leading Georgia’s cul-
tural, political and economic life. It is the centre of the Georgians Identity.

Narikala

From the time of its foundation, Tbilisi was presented by three citadels:
Tabori-Korchi-Kala, Metekhi Fortress and Deda Tsikhe (Mother Fortress).
Tabori fortress controlled the door of Ganja and defended the city gate areas.
Narikala Fortress is the main defense building of Tbilisi and is found in the
Georgian and foreign sources of IV-XVIII centuries under the names of Deda
Tsikhe”, “Kala”, “Shuristsikhe” (“Envy Fortress”), “Maglatsikhe” (“Upper
Fortress”). The fortress was founded in IV c. during the reign of King Va-
raz-Bakur. From the second half of the V c. Tbilisi Fortress’s strategic impor-
tance increased with the political and economic growth of the city. It was its
main defensive structure. Vakhtang Gorgasali reconstructed “Kala Tsikhe”
damaged in the times of the Persians domination and fenced it with the stone
wall after the capital had moved from Mtskheta to Tbilisi.

Narikala was a strong defensive structure with high walls, towers and
bastions. After the collapse of the united Georgian state in XVI c. the Nari-
kala Fortress served as a citadel, in turns, for Persians and for the Ottoman
Empire. Erekle IT (XVIII ¢) expelled Persians from Narikala and deployed the
Georgian army there.
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Narikala Fortress is presented in the form of buildings of XII-XIII and
XVII c. c. The part of the fortress citadel - so called “Stambulis Godoli” (“Is-
tanbul Tower”), located in the western part of the fortress, is the highest and
well-preserved. After the Persians, the Russians occupied and destroyed the
main fortress of Tbilisi. The earthquake of 1827 damaged the walls, towers
and pillars of the fortress. Narikala lost its strategic importance.

Metekhi

One of the old architectural monuments of Thbilisi is Metekhi Virgin Ma-
ry’s Cathedral, built on a rocky place on the left bank of the Mtkvari River.
The temple is a centre-domed structure. The composition of the temple is re-
fined. Eastern and Northern walls with the decorations are only left of the XIIT
century building. The arches of Eastern and Southern walls, the dome neck,
the patronike are restored in XVI-XVII c.c. and southern wall - in XVIII. The
Cathedral, besides the main function, has a symbolic aspect - it is like the
temple built on the grave of the Virgin Mary in Jerusalem Gethsemane Gar-
den. During the centuries the building was profoundly repaired and restored
several times. That is why it consists of different layers and seems to have the
traces of the reconstructions. The temple is made of bricks and is clad with the
polished greenish gray stones. The main shrines of the Cathedral are: the gra-
ve of St. Shushanik (at the beginning of the VII century, after the split between
the Armenian and Georgian churches, the Catholicos Kirion relocated the
remains of St. Shushaniki from Village Tsurtavi to Metekhi Cathedral) and
Abo Thbileli Icon. The Queen’s remains rest in the deaconry of the church. It
is known that Queen Tamar clothed the body of the Holy Queen with gilded
robe and would give her special honor.

We do not have the accurate information about the construction of the
cathedral. However, “Kartlis Tskhovreba” (“Kartli Life”) ascribes it to Vak-
htang Gorgasali (II half of V c.) and its reconstruction - to King Demetre II
“Tavdadebuli” (“The Devoted”) of Georgia.

Metekhi Cathedral was the place where a famous Georgian diplomat and
State officer Nikeporos Cholokashvili - Irbach served. During his stay in Rome
he published the first Georgian printed book Georgian-Italian dictionary. Af-
ter returning to Georgia in 1629 he became the Head of Metekhi Cathedral.

Nikephoros Irbak participated in the dialogue between Roman Pope
Urban VIII and Teimuraz I on connecting the Georgian Church with Rome.
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The French Missionary Jean Chardon had the Metekhi Cathedral on a
graphic image of Tbilisi. The Cathedral had a stone wall around in the XVII
c. Regretfully, Metekhi Cathedral was used as a gun powder-warehouse by
Vakhtang V Shahnavaz.

Between 40s and 50s of the 18th century, after restoring the rule of Chris-
tian blessing of the Kartli-Kakheti kings, Erekle II started setting the relations
with Iran and fighting for the liberation of the country. He rebuilt and resto-
red the walls of Metekhi that is proved by the inscription on the wall of the
Cathedral. As the result of Agha Mohammad Khan invasion of 1795, Thbilisi
was burnt once again. The Metekhi Cathedral was destroyed, and its Miracle
Icon was also lost.

After the establishment of Russian rule in 19th century and the abolition
of Autocepalia, Metekhi was transformed into a military camp and barracks.
A big prison was built. The Cathedral became an inner church of the prison.
It functioned this way till the 30s of XX c. After establishment of the Com-
munist regime the question of exploding the temple was also raised. Georgian
artist Dimitri Shevardnadze resisted the government at that time. He was ar-
rested and later shot. The Metekhi Cathedral escaped the demolition, though
later a theatre was opened in it.

Sadly enough, the cathedral no longer bears the trace of painting after so
many cataclysms. Today it is a functioning Orthodox Cathedral.

AnchisKhati

One of the oldest architectural monuments of Tbilisi is Mariamtsminda
(“Virgin Mary”) Church. It was built in the VI century, after Vakhtang Gor-
gasali had moved the capital from Mtskheta to Tbilisi and his son King Dachi
“Completed the walls of Tbilisi”. The inscription on the temple “Lord, Save
King Dachi!” confirms this fact. The temple was located in the Garetubani
(“outskirts”) of Thilisi.

As the result of the invasion of Heracles Caesar and Khazars in 627, Tbi-
lisi was quite damaged, its outskirts including.

The Catholicos of Kartli Babila repaired the Church in 634 and built a
palace there, which was the residence of Catholicoses who had arrived in Tbi-
lisi from Mtskheta. “Mariamtsminda” Church was the only Church in Tbilisi,
which had retained the right of ringing the bells during the Arabs rule. That
was why the population called it “The Bell Churgh” out of love.
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The temple under the name “Anchiskhati” is found in the sources of
late medieval centuries. The name relates to “The First Icon” (of Jesus when
He pressed His Robe to His wet Face) or “God-Made Image” is the greatest
holiness of Christianity. Creating this miraculous icon is directly related to
the Lord. The artist who was trying to draw the Lord’s face, failed to do it
and then Jesus Christ pressed His Robe to His Face and His face was mira-
culously printed on it. The Icon was brought to Edessa (“Image of Edessa”).
After the Persian invasion of Edessa, they moved the Icon to Constantinople
and rested it in Cathedral of St. Sophia. In VIII-IX centuries, the Byzantine
iconoclasm began and the Lord’s Icon was transferred to Klarjeti, namely, in
the Episcopal Cathedral of Anchi. By the order of Queen Tamar, “The First
icon” was gilded and beautified by a famous goldsmith Beka Opizari.

After the fall of the Byzantine Empire, Georgia became an area of
Iran-Ottoman confrontation. By the Amasiyah Peace Treaty of 1555, the
two large conquerors divided the country between them and Western and
South-Western Georgia underwent the rule of the Ottoman Empire. The
Miraculous Icon was first transferred to Akhaltsikhe and later in 1664, in
great litany — to Mtskheta and then - to Tbilisi, where it was rested in the
“Mariamtsminda” Church, now called Anchiskhati Church (the Icon is
now kept in Thbilisi Art Museum). Anchiskhati Church was an important
centre for religious and cultural life. In 1755, with the support of Erekle II
King of Georgia, secular school and theological seminaries were established
at the church. The seminary was destroyed by the invasions of Agha-Mo-
hammad Khan. In XIX century the Church building was reconstructed to
its previous appearance of XVII century. Anchiskhati Church is the mo-
nument of Georgia’s cultural heritage and one of the ancient architectural
sites of Thilisi.

Sioni

Sioni Virgin Mary’s Assumption Cathedral is a central- domed building.
It is built of Algeti Stone. The facade is plain and of yellow sandy colour.
There are many shrines in the church of the temple: the Grace Stone of Da-
vid Garejeli, the skull of Apostle Thomas, St. Nino’s Cross etc. The Georgian
kings inherited the Cross from the ancestors and it rested in Svetitskhoveli
Cathedral. With this Cross Mirian King of Georgia blessed his son Bakar as
King before his death.
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Obviously, Sioni Cathedral must have been built along with the building
process of Thbilisi, as the historian Juansar of XI century says: “Guaram Ku-
rapalat renewed the foundations of Tiflis Sioni” (VI c.). The Cathedral was
completed in times of Duke Adarnese in VII century. According to the le-
gend, Guaram and Adarnese are buried in it.

The Cathedral was destroyed and robbed by the enemy many times, so its
first appearance is not known to us. In 1226 when Jalal-ed-Din of Khwarezm
Shah invaded Tbilisi,

he ordered to dismantle Sioni Dome and to place his throne there. The
icons of the Lord and Virgin Mary from Sioni Cathedral were rested on Me-
tekhi Bridge. The population of Tbilisi was ordered to insult the icons. More
than one hundred thousand Georgians refused to insult the icons and on that
day they were tortured to their deaths in the name of Jesus Christ. During
the first invasion of Timur Lang in 1386 Tbilisi was severely damaged. Sio-
ni Cathedral was also robbed. The conqueror took away the unique library
from Tbilisi. Presumably the process of construction, which was commen-
ced by King Alexander I Didi (“the Great”) in the 15th century, must have
included Sioni Cathedral too. A three-circle bell tower was also built there
in 1425. Starting from XVI century, the Sioni Cathedral was robbed and da-
maged several times during the Iranians invasions. During the invasion of
Agha Mohammad Khan, Sioni Cathedral was burnt and the wall painting
was destroyed as well as the iconostasis and the three-circle bell tower, built
by Alexander I.

After the abolition of the Kingdom of Kartl-Kakheti, in the 19th cen-
tury, Sioni Cathedral was repaired several times. Georgian governor Pav-
le Tsitsianov began its restoration works during of which the Georgian
trace was gradually lost and the Russian architecture style was brought in.
Between1851-1855 Grigol Gagarin rebuilt the Sioni iconostasis and painted
the cathedral. Unfortunately, the characteristic features of Georgian archi-
tecture and painting were lost. After the enthronement of Catholicos-Pat-
riarch of All Georgia Ilia II, the Sioni Church restoration works were carried
out intensively. The iconostasis was made According to the old Georgian
specimens.
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Mtatsminda

Mtatsminda is the South-East branch of the Trialeti Range. In the old
times Mtatsminda was one of the suburbs, was considered as the church gar-
dens and belonged to the citizens.

“Nameless Mountain, Mountain of the Hermits, Mount of Father David,
the Holy Mountain of the writers and public figures “~ all these are the names
of Holy place Mtatsminda in the minds of the Georgians.

Mtatsminda history starts in the depths of the centuries. It is said to be
densely populated in the Late Bronze and Antique periods. After declaration
of Christianity as the state religion in the middle of the VI c. in the times
of Parsman King of Georgia and Catholicos Evlavi, Twelve Assyrian Fathers
arrived in Georgia to enhance the Orthodox faith of the Georgians. Kartli
was under influence of the Sasanian Iran. The Sasanians, facilitated spreading
mazdeism together with monophysitism. The aim of the Twelve Fathers who
came from Syria, was to protect and strengthen Christian diophysit religion.
David Garejeli from Antioch was the first who arrived in Kartli. According to
Platon Ioseliani, he curved a cell in the rocky slopes of the mountain in the
West of Tbilisi and arranged a small chapel near to it. There was also a spring
that David prayed the Lord for healing the sick.

This Assyrian Father has been ascribed many legends and miracles by the
Georgian people. In this monastery he preached the Orthodox faith, which
was opposed by the Monophysite Christians and the Mages. Father David
soon left Tbilisi, but the inhabitants of the city appreciated and respected him.
That is why the city named the nameless mountain “MamaDaviti” (“Father
David”).

The cronicler did not save the precise information about Father David’s
Church. It is known that in the IX century there was Church of Virgin Mary
of Iberia which is named after the Mount Mtatsminda of Athos - the great
centre of the Christian religion. Georgian kings and nobles respected this
place a lot. King David X of Kartli after becoming a Monk under the name
Damiane, stayed “in Tiflis Monastery”. Bishop of Ruisi Nikoloz (XVI centu-
ry) also died there. The temple was destroyed over time and in 1542, two great
Monks David and Nikoloz Gabashvilis from St. Athos built a new Monastery
of Saint David and donated the Church the lands surrounding the mountain.

The yard of “MamaDaviti” serves as the Georgian writers and public
figures Pantheon, the idea of which was born in the days of Akaki Tsere-
teli death in 1915. Ilia Chavchavadze had already rested there. The official
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opening of Mtatsminda Pantheon was in 1929 when Alexander Griboedov
(a writer and a diplomat) who had died 100 years earlier, was reburied there.
Georgia’s most respected people rest in the Pantheon.

The Mtatsminda Park is one of the most colourful part of Tbilisi with its
unusual geographical location and interesting infrastructure. The place equal-
ly attracts both the local residents and tourists. The Mtatsminda Park was built
in 1930. Two ways lead to the park: the Funicular Railway and a motorway.
There also existed a rope road from “Zemeli” (central part of Rustaveli Ave.)
to Mtatsminda from 1958 until 1990 when a terrible accident - the rope brea-
kage which caused casualties. The Funicular rope way was designed by a Fren-
ch engineer Blanche in 1900 and its construction was completed in 19051.
The Mtatsminda Park together with the Funicular has been reconstructed.
Many attractions and the necessary infrastructure for the modern cultural
events were added to the park.

Mtatsminda is a major landmark of Tbilisi seen from every part of the city.

Queen Darejan Palace

In 70s of XVIII century, Erekle IT of Kartli-Kakheti, built a palace for his
wife Queen Darejan, with apartments, utility rooms and the Court Church.

The towers, walls and pillars of the palace, were built of cobblestones and
Georgian bricks. The palace was decorated with a round wooden balcony.
Avlabari was the suburb beyond the walls of Metekhi. Avlabari was the place
where the roads from the North and the East met and where the Customs of-
ficer and a guard stood. Avlabari was an agricultural and the craftsmen’s mul-
ti-functional workshops area and it became deserted because of the Ottoman
invasions between 1723 and 1735. The Queen’s incomes List made by Queen
Darejan in 1800, proves that, by the Queen’s order Avlabari was fenced with
a stone wall in 1774. From a small door in the Avlabari Wall were starting
“Avchala Road,” Garden Road and Kakheti Road. It was possible to get into
the city by the Avlabari Bridge (a large bridge for carts and other transport)
and by the so-called “Donkey Bridge” (for pedestrians). After fencing Eastern
Gate of the city, King Erekle IT of Kartli-Kakheti, built a palace for Queen Da-
rejan with the Court Church. The Church was blessed as “Irakli and Daria the
Martyrs’ Churh”. Queen Darejan’s Palace was the Royal Summer Residence,
which was called “Sachino” and the palace and the Church were severely da-
maged during Agha-Mohammad Khan invasion in 1795 though it was soon
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restored. However, after the death of Ereklell (1798) Queen Darejan spent
here the last years of her being in her homeland as by the order of the Russian
Emperor, Queen was exiled to St. Petersburg in 1803 where she died and was
buried in Alexander Neveli Monastery. The Exarch Theofilacte bought Queen
Darejan Church and opened an ecclesiastical seminary and a congregation
school. In 1824, Exarch John blessed the Church under the name — “Trans-
figuration of Jesus”. Later Fathers Monastery opened there. There were many
sanctities in the monastery. They were taken out of the monastery for diffe-
rent reasons. In 1922, with the blessing of Catholicos Patriarch of Georgia
Holy Ambrosi, the monastery life in the Cathedral was restored. After the So-
vietization of the complex, the complex was reconstructed many times; some
new parts were added to it. The church and palace area were used as the utility
units of different profiles. There was also opened “One Actor Theatre”. In
1990 then he church was transferred to the Patriarchate of Georgia and with
the blessing of His Holiness Ilia II, Nunnery was opened there.

Catholic Churches

The Catholic Church in Georgia existed from XIV c. - the times of Gior-
gi “Brtskinvale” (“The Magnificent” reign. Pope John XXII of Rome was not
only interested in religious issues, but also led a broad political activity to
expand the interests of the Roman Church. For this purpose, John XXII con-
tacted Giorgi V Brtskinvale. In the letter to King which he sent by means of
the missionaries, he does not hide his admiration for Georgi’s deeds and sug-
gested uniting the churches.

The Pope took a good view of the growing international authority of
Georgia and offered Giorgi“Brtskinvale” to turn Tbilisi into the Episcopal
center. The King of Georgia transfered the Episcopal center from Smirna to
Tbilisi and in 1329 he appointed John from Florence as Bishop of Tbilisi Ca-
tholics. From the historical documents, the Catholic cathedral existed in Tsk-
humi too (now — Sukhumi). It is unknown where the first Catholic cathedral
of Tbilisi was and what happened to it. Supposedly, it must have been ruined
during Timur Lang’s invasions.

The first Catholic Church in Tbilisi was built in 1804. It was the Ca-
thedral of Mother Mary’s Assumption into Heaven in Caputsini Street (as it
was called at that time). Russian King Alexander I permitted the Prefect of
Capuchini Order, Francesco of Padua to construct a Catholic Church. The
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Austrian Monarch also contributed 1286 piaster to the construction of the
Church.

The number of the Armenian Catholics increased too. Starting from 1829
the Armenian Catholics were trying to seize this Church. The Russian autho-
rities banned Georgian Catholics from performing the liturgy in Georgian; it
could only be done in Armenian or Latin. Russia even prohibited European
padres being priests. The Georgian Catholics founded the Georgian Monas-
tery with the Georgian Typikon in the Pericoi District in Istanbul. Pope Pius
IX issued a special decree according to which the Georgians were given the
right to perform the liturgy in their native language. The Bolsheviks in 1937
abolished the Catholic Church in Tbilisi. In 1999, the Cathedral of Mother
Mary’s Assumption into Heaven was opened in restoration of which Town
Verona - the native town of the Bishop of the Georgian Catholics also par-
ticipated. August 15 - the Cathedral’s Name Day celebration and the day of
Assumption of Mother Mary, the Cathedral was blessed. 8-9 November 1999,
by the request of the Government of Georgia and the Patriarchate of Georgia,
Pope John Paul II visited Georgia.

In 1870 another Catholic Church of Peter and Paul was founded in Tbi-
lisi, the construction of which was led by Constantine, the son of the promi-
nent patron and public figure Iakob Zubalashvili - the Head of the Parish.

The Evangelical-Lutheran Church also existed in Georgia. At the time of
Russian colonialism, Georgia’s demographic expansion started, resulting in
the arrivals of people of different nationalities in Georgia. In 1817-1818, by
the order of Emperor Alexander I a number of thousands of Germans were
brought from Wurttemberg to Georgia. In 1894 in the Noi Tiflis settlement
(Marjanishvili Square), St. Peters and Paul Lutheran Cathedral - Kirkhe was
started. Three years later, Kirche was solemnly opened. Because of the Kirkhe
in Noi Tiflis Settlement, the old Tbilisians called this place “Kirichni”. In 1933
the government shut down the Peter-Paul Kirche, also shot Pastor Meyer. The
Kirche, which was once a cultural and social center, was dismantled by the
Germans - captives of World War II.

Synagogue
The Jews are the oldest inhabitant nation of Georgia. In VII century BC,

a part of the Jews who fled from Jerusalem, arrived in Mtskheta and settled
there. The Jews used to change their living places periodically sometimes by
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their will, sometimes — because of the political situation. The Jews had their
own settlments in almost every major city of Georgia. Many historic sources
and travel recordings (Marco Polo, Al-Fariq) tell us about the Jews in Tbi-
lisi. The Jews built their religion houses - synagogues (the term used to be
the synonym of the holy place). During the anti-Semite movement the Jews
in Tbilisi used to arrange their own synagogues at their homes as they were
prohibited to perform any legal services. There was “domed synagogue” in
Tbilisi built at the beginning of XX c. for the Russian military servicemen
and it was called “Saldataski”. In 1932 Bolsheviks abolished the Synagogue
and in 1940 Hebrew Historical-Ethnographic Museum was housed in it. The
Museum is named after David Baazov today. There were four functioning
synagogues in Tbilisi at the beginning of XX c. Today there are two synago-
gues: Great-Akhaltsikhe and Beth-Rachel Synagogues. Beth-Rachel, the same
Tskhinvali Snagogue was built in 1910 for the Jews from Iran and Kurdistan
(Lakhlukhs), many of which were exiled in yhe Soviet times. Synagogue As-
hekenazi is the property of the Jews. The Great or Akhaltsikhe Synagogue was
opened in Tbilisi in 1903. The Jewish people asked the Governor to build the
place of worship at their own expenses. The Governor allowed them to do so
but instructed them to name themselves not the Georgian Jews but just as the
local Jews. The synagogue was built by the Georgian Jews at their expense.
In 1911 it was completed and it included: “Great Prayer”, “Little Prayer” and
the utility rooms. The Great Synagogue “Great Prayer” belongs to the Ro-
man style - it is characterized by an exposed brick structure and the details,
the fagade trapezoid crowning, the outer facade is decorated with the colored
vitrages of Magen David. In the centre of Synagogue there stands Theba and
opposite of it — Aron Hakodesh.

Mosque

The Tbilisi Mosque is located at the foot of Narikala, near the end of the
Botanical Garden Street. It is the only Muslim worship place in the city. The
Muslim population emerged from the second half of the 7th century, after
the Arab invasion of the city. In VII-VIII century there must have been Ja-
meh-Mosque in the place where the Mosque stands today.

We do not have the information about when Jameh collapsed. The num-
ber of the Muslim traders, scientists, and culture representatives gradually in-
creased in Tbilisi. According to Arab historians, the Muslim Mohammedians
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were Sunnites. The Mosque, which is located at the foot of Narikala is the only
one in Thilisi. It was built by the Ottomans in 1724-1727, when they ruled
Kartli. The mosque was destroyed after Nadir Shah Invasion and after settling
the Kizilbashes in Kartli. There were five mosques on the Tbilisi Plan of 1785.
Only one of them existed in XX c¢. Many mosques, jamehs and medresses,
some of which were works of art, were destroyed during the Soviet Regime.

Shiite Mohammedians appeared in Georgia and in Tbilisi later in
the XVI century. The oldest mosque is considered to be the Shiite Mosque
founded by Shah Ismail I, locates on the left bank of the River Mtkvari, at Khi-
disyuri which was destroyed by the Ottomans during their 30-year rule. Shah
Abbas I built a new Shiite Mosque here in 1606 — Jean Shardon gives us the
information about this. The Shiite mosque was destroyed before starting the
construction of the new Metekhi Bridge in 1952. Its unique ornamented and
inscribed tiles are kept in the Georgian Museum of Art. The Mohammedians
believers shifted to the Sunni mosque.

The existed Mosque in Tbilisi is distinguished by the fact that there are
two Shiite and Sunni Mihrabs (Mihrab is the place where the Imam-Leader
stands for praying) where Sunni and Shiites pray together. There is no similar
case in any mosque in the world.

Armenian Churches

The settlement process of Armenian ethnic group is divided in several
stages. The number of Armenians especially increased in XIII century, when
Georgia took a large part of Armenian lands into her possession. In the fol-
lowing ages, when the Muslim aggression started in the South Caucasus, Ar-
menians often sought the shelter in Georgia, in particular — in Qvemo Qartti
so that, in case of a favorable environment, they could return to their historic
homeland. In the late Middle Ages Iran and Ottomans facilitated the Arme-
nian nation migration process to Georgia, which, starting from XIX c. was
also promoted by the Russian authorities. The Armenians migrated to Tbilisi
not only built their churches, but also reconstructed the Georgian Orthodox
churches into Armenian, in which they were also encouraged by the Russian
authorities as the Russian government had chosen the materially well-pro-
vided part of this nation as its political supporter and social base. There is a
confrontation between the Georgian and Armenian churches today on the
subject of possession of the churches.
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In Thilisi Map, created by Vakhushti Batonishvili, there were only 5
Armenian churches with the adjacent cemeteries, and Georgian Orthodox
churches were mentioned as the Armenian ones in the interpretation at-
tached to the plan drawn by the Russian officer Alexander Pishchev in 1785.
The Armenian temples that are located in Thbilisi, are mainly of XVII-XIX c. c.

Norasheni - is the Church of Virgin Mary. It is a historical monument
of XVIII c. The Armenian researchers (S. Karapetian) believe that the temple
was built in 1467, though there is no documentary evidence to prove it. The
temple was damaged during the invasion of Agha Mohammad Khan. The
centre--domed cathedral was restored after the establishment of the Russian
rule and was painted by Tbilisian Armenian painter Mkrtum Ovnatanyan.
In the inner walls of the church, the XVII c. khachkars are installed. The
famous Armenian merchant and mecenat Mikhail Tamamshev is buried in
the church.

Surb-Gevorg, or Tsikhis Deda(“Fortress Mother”) Church, belongs to
the Georgian cathedrals group, which were later appropriated by the Arme-
nian Church. Vakhushti mentions the church built on the name of St. George
as “Fortress Church”. According to the incomplete data, the church was built
by a rich Armenian - Umek in the XIII century and it is reported that there
had been the inscription proving this but it does not exist today. There is the
document of IT half of XVIII century, according to which Teimuraz II granted
Surb-Gevorg Temple to Tumanishvili. In the list of antiquities which is dated
1835, the church is named after the Virgin Mary. Architectural details and
decorations of Surb-Gevorg Temple reveal the peculiarities characteristic to
the Georgian architecture.

The majority of Armenian temples are monuments of Georgian-Ortho-
dox origin. They happened to fall in the hands of the Armenian-Gregorians
because of the hard times. The Georgian Patriarchate wants to appoint a joint
commission, conduct the archaeological studies and make relevant conclu-
sions after that.

Baths

Thermal waters coming from the mountains of Tabori flow into the Tsa-
vkisistskali, which became the reason for founding sulfur baths on the right
bank of the river Mtkvari in Tbilisi. The area was named Abanotubani. Tbilisi
baths have been destroyed and rebuilt, but their architectural style has not
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changed substantially. Baths seem to have a Persian architectural influen-
ce. All baths were built of stone, the halls were covered with domed vaults,
from which light was coming down. Some baths were decorated with mar-
ble. The old Thbilisi baths belonged to the kings of Kartli, the great Georgian
nobles - the Orbelians, the Sumbatashvilis, the Melikishvilis and the Tbilisi
residents. Each bath was named after its owner. It is well known that the Or-
beliani “Chreli“~ “Mottle Bath”, Gogilo, Erekle, Bebuta, Batonishvili baths.
Starting from XIX c.c. the baths were rented, so each bath was often renamed
according to the ownership. The city baths are still a delight to the visitors.
Abanotubani is Thbilisi Visit Card.

Georgian National Museum

The history of the Georgian National Museum begins in 1852 when the
Caucasus Division of the Russian Geographical Society was established in
Tbilisi. The initiator of the foundation was the Russian writer V. Sologub.
The Museum led a big scientific and collection work. In 1864 the museum
was closed, the building was lost and its unique collection was partially scatte-
red. The remaining part of the collection was moved to the famous naturalist
Dr. G. Rade’s house, who re-founded the Caucasus Independent Museum. In
1868 the museum was joined by the Public Library and was renamed Cau-
casus Museum and Tbilisi Public Library. In 1918, after restoration the State
of Georgia, the museum was named as Museum of Georgia. With establishing
“Bolshevism” in Georgia the Museum development slowed down though
between1928 and 1929 the collections of the historical and ethnographic so-
cieties were housed in the museum. The National Museum contains many
collections: the remains of the ancient human found in Eurasia, unique
archeological and ethnographic objects, the materials, depicting the histo-
ry of nature, the rich Heritage of Christian Culture - engraved and painted
icons, crosses, embroidery, vitreous enamel, oriental items, rich collection of
numismatics, smart gold and silver jewelry of antique Colchis, the works of
the Georgian and European artists of various times. The Georgian National
Museum was founded in 2004 and is now the largest museum association in
Georgia. It consists of many museums, galleries and four house-museums.

G. Chitaia Open Air Museum must be specially mentioned among the
museums of Georgia as it is a miniature model of Georgia and reflects the
country’s diverse ethno-culture. The vast territory of the museum is divided
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into eleven zones. During the planning period, the diversity of houses and
agricultural buildings, characteristic of Georgian regions, was taken into con-
sideration. The museum exhibits about 70 residential and utility buildings
from Georgia’s following historical-geographic regions: Samtskhe-Javakheti,
Guria, Samegrelo, Imereti, Racha-Lechkhumi, Abkhazia, Adjara, Svaneti, Os-
setia, Kartli and Kakheti.

One zone is dedicated to historical and archaeological sites, including
the Christian Basilica and the tomb of V-VI c.c., dolmens from Abkhazia of
IT millennium BC and the rich collection of gravestones. The museum houses
a memorial study of academician Giorgi Chitaia, a great scholar and public
figure, where photo, video and illustrative materials on the history of the mu-
seum are kept. Giorgi Chitaia is one of the first of the scientists who began to
study the Georgians ethnographical, historical and ethno-genetic problems.
The exhibition hall of the study presents the samples of Georgian folk craft,
domestic items and Georgian folk clothes.

Didgori

Didgori is the most important place of the national pride and the state-
hood greatness for the Georgians. The great David IV Agmashenebeli King of
Georgia defeated the Turk-Seljuks on theTsalka-Manglisi-Trialeti ridge near
Tbilisi 12 August 1121. This fight is known in history as “Dzlevai Sakvirveli
(“Wondrous Win”).

As David IV became King, he made some steps to free Georgia from the
Turk-Seljuk rule. By 1120 he had almost completely cleaned southern re-
gions of Georgia from the Turks and prepared a decisive attack. Nor were the
Turk-Seljuks unprepared. They gathered a coalition army. The Chancellor of
Antioch, Gottier, reported that the number of soldiers reached 600,000; Iva-
ne Javakhishvili considered that it must have been 300,000. David brought
55600 fighters to the battle. Along with the mercenaries, the main fighters
were Georgians. David addressed the warriors before the battle. The Geor-
gian fighters had no other choice but one - die or win! The battle lasted 3
hours. The enemy was defeated. The Georgian did not let them to unite for-
ces and start the attack. The Didgori fight opened the way to Tbilisi. In 1122
David IV freed Tbilisi and moved the capital from Kutaisi to Tbilisi. The
Didgori Fight enabled King David to free the whole country and raise its
position internationally.
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For denoting the Georgia’s strong statehood and in memory of the Geor-
gian fighters the Memorial with bells and statues were put up in 1991 (Author
- E. Amashukeli). The tourist infrastructure is to be developed. The Public
Holiday “Didgoroba” takes place on 12th August every year.

Mtskheta

The oldest capital of Georgia Mtskheta locates in the West of Thbilisi at
the confluence of the Mtkvari and the Aragvi. The favorable geographical
location of the city in the area of the World Trade route -Silk Road made
Mtskheta the capital of Georgia. The Georgian Historical Writings connect
the foundation of the city with the Georgian Ethnarch Kartlos’s son Mtskhe-
tos. Mtskheta territory was inhabited in the Early and Middle Bronze Ages,
and in the Ist millennium BC, the settlements of populated areas united in
one city - Great Mtskheta.

The Georgian statehood originates from Mtskheta. According to “Con-
version of Qartli” (to Christianity), Azo with his eight houses and main idols
— Gatsi and Gaim left “Arian-Kartli” and “sat (settled down) in old Mtsk-
heta.” According to the old Georgian sources, the location of “Dzveli Mtsk-
heta” should have been Armazi /Armaztsikhe (or Bagineti). After Parnavaz
had placed the Armazi Idol on Kartli Mountain, the old Mtskheta was named
“Armazi”. Mtskheta consisted of a few blocks: Armaztsikhe, Magi District,
Uriah District, Sarkine, “Royal Christening Place”- in the Christian Era and
others. These areas created “Great Mtskheta” and together with the defensi-
ve constructions — Ghartiskari, Bebristsikhe, Tsitsamuri (Savsamora), Sarkine
created the unified System of defense in the vast suburb area of the capital.

Mtskheta was the centre of craft and trade during its being the Capital.
The Roman, Partian, Sassanid coins, discovered here, prove this. The Ibe-
rian Kingdom had active foreign relations with Rome. After the defeat of the
Mithridat Euphatorer and Armenian King Tigran II, the Roman Comman-
der-in-Chief Gneus Pompeus appeared in Mtskheta. The possibilities of Ibe-
rian kingdom were quite modest compared with those of the Romans. Despi-
te the Georgians defeat, Rome did not abolish Iberian Kingdom and did not
ruin the city of Mtskheta though the defeat of Ponto Kingdom paved the way
for the Eastern policy of Rome. Kartli became a political ally of Rome for cen-
turies. This is confirmed by the inscription of the 1st century, from which we
find out that the Roman Emperor Vespasian helped Iberian King Mithridat
strengthen the borders of the city.
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The period of development of the feudalism in IV c. coincides with the
arrival of Saint Nino in Mtskheta and the Georgians conversion to Chris-
tianity. The miracles of St. Nino converted King Mirian and Queen Nana to
Christianity. In 326 Iberia became Christian. The Construction of religious
cult buildings first started in Mtskheta immediately after Christianity was int-
roduced. In II half of V c. during King Vakhtang Gorgasali’s reign Tbilisi
became the alternative to Mtskheta. The location of Tbilisi fascinated King
and he started constructing it so that it could be like Mtskheta; the son of
Vakhtang - Dachi Ujaremeli “completed the borders” of Tbilisi.

According to Juansher - historian of Vakhtang Gorgasali, at the end of
VI century, during the reign of Stepanoz Eristavi(Duke), Mtskheta was al-
ready a weakened city. After becoming Tbilisi the center of the country and
its capital, Mtskheta kept being the religious and Catholicosate centre. In the
period of Arabs domination, Mtskheta was no longer remembered as a city;
its territory reduced. In XIV century Timur Lang’s invasions caused great
damage to Mtskheta.

As a result of administrative division, after Kartli-Kakheti Kingdom had
been abolished by Russia, Mtskheta became a village of Dusheti Region. Every
visitor expressed great interest towards Mtskheta. Mtskheta Art and Histo-
rical-Architectural Museum-Preserve was formed on the base of Mtskheta
Ethnography Museum. 14 October of every year the public holiday - “Mtsk-
hetoba” is held there.

Mtskheta is Georgia’s Jerusalem. Mtskheta is in the list of World Herita-
ge Sites and is protected by UNESCO.

Pompeus Bridge

The Mtskheta Bridge was an important trade-transport highway for
many centuries, where the international trade routes, coming from Dariali
Gorge to the southern borders of Georgia and those coming from the Black
Sea to the Caspian Sea crossed. The bridge over the Mtkvari riverbed must
have existed from Hellenistic Epoch, which is confirmed by Strabo. According
to The Life of Kartli, In I ¢, BC King of Iberia Parnajjomi put up Zaden Idol,
founded Town Nekresi and strengthened Town Mtskheta. Later, he spread
Fire-worship and many mages were brought to and settled in Mtskheta by
him. The place took the name “Mogvta Kari” (“Mogvi” in Georgian is “Mag”
) and the bridge received the name “Mogvta Khidi” (“khidi” - “bridge”). Mo-
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gvta Kari was one of the densely populated districts. King of Iberia burned
the bridge during Roman Commander-in-chief’s invasion. After the defeat
of the Mitridat Euphatorer and Armenia’s King Tigran II, the Roman Com-
mander-in-chief Gneus Pompeus headed for Georgia. According to Roman
historian Dion Kassios, In 65 BC, King Artag of Kartli, sent an ambassador to
negotiate with Pompey and began secretly to prepare for a military operation
together with Albania. Pompey having learnt about the Artag’s tactics, attac-
ked the capital of Iberia, got to the Armaztsikhe (Armazi Fortress). Artag left
the residence and moved to Mtskheta — on the other side of the River Mtkvari,
and burned the bridge. Artag was soon subjected by Pompeus and took the
responsibility to supply food to the army and build the bridge. The bridge
was built by the legionaries on Artag’s expenses. The talks between Artag and
Pompey were renewed. According to historical records, King of Kartli pre-
sented the Commander with a golden bed, a table and a throne. Pompey left
the power of King of Kartli intact. Artag was ordered to strengthen the cros-
sings of the Caucasus. The bridge name is associated with this historical event.

Antioch

One of the oldest temples in Mtskheta is St. Stephane (St. Stephen) -
First Martyr’s Church, which was built by Vakhtang Gorgasali’s grandfather
Archil — Mirdat’s son (I half of V ¢.) at the confluence of the Mtkvari and the
Aragvi as the sign of gratitude to Lord after expulsion the Persian invaders.
Stephen was one of the seventy apostles of Christ, the first man who gave life
for Christ. By his preaching, more and more Jews became the followers of
Christ. The Saint was full of God’s grace and performed great miracles. The
Greek text on the threshold of the Antioch temple gives us a message about
the architect of the temple - it was a Greek architect Averlios Acolios. The
cathedral consists of buildings constructed at different times: the Hall Church
of VII-VIII c. c. the gate and the built-on defense tower, with a small frag-
ment of the loop-holes and dates back to XVI-XVII c. c. Antioch’s temple was
burned during the invasions of Murvan Kru (735). Later the temple was res-
tored. His Holiness and Beatitude Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia gave the blessing
of transferring the Cathedral to Samtavro St. Nino’s Monastery in Mskheta.
The liturgy in the cathedral is conducted.

204



Jvari (the Cross)

In the East of Mtskheta, at the mouth of the Mtkvari and the Aragvi, on
the rocky mountain there is Jvari Monastery. After the spread of Christianity
in Kartli by Saint Nino, in 326 there started building of Christian Temples.
Mirian King of Georgia set a cross, as a symbol of the newly established re-
ligion on the rocky mountain, which became the venerated not only of the
Georgians but of the entire Caucasian population. Since the beginning of the
6th century, Sasanid Iran began to persecute Christianity to shutter it, and
soon overthrew the reign. This success of the Iranians did not last long and
soon the whole South Caucasus rebellion broke out. Guaram Bagrationi, hel-
ped by the Byzantine Emperor, led the uprising in Kartli. Iran’s Shah Hor-
mizid IV defeated the revolt, but he had to recognize Guaram as the Erismta-
vari — Duke of Kartli. The Byzantine Emperor gave him the title of Curapalat.
Gurgen Kurapalat built a small church in the North of the Cross - installed by
Mirian the King, to strengthen Christianity, with an arch entrance, with the
cross-shaped vault. There was an arch niche with the image of the cross in the
church, supposedly - for the throne of the Catholicos.

At the beginning of the VII century, Stephanoz I-the son of Guaram Cu-
rapalat, Kartli regained its full independence. He placed a cross on the pedes-
tal on the coin of his cut instead of the Mazdeyan relique - Fire and wrote his
own name in Georgian. Near the small church Stepanoz built a large temple
of the architecture characteristic for the early Feudal Period, which led to the
construction of cross-type temples in Georgia. The statues with the inscrip-
tions on the facade of the temple depict the members of the Stefanoz family:
the brother Demetre, the son Adarnase and the grandson Kobul-Stepanoz.
Kneltdown Kobul-Stepanoz, depicted on the East facade of the temple’s, is
called Patrikios: “The Cross of our Savior, pardon Kartli Patrikios Stepanoz.”
The scene of “Ascension of the Cross” is depicted on the South entrance faca-
de of the temple.

There was an eight-sided structure in the center of the temple - the pe-
destal for the Cross which was put up by King Mirian and which was the
reason for building Great Jvari (the Cross) Temple.

The small fragments of the painting preserved in the interior show that
the temple was painted later. In XVII-XVIII c.c., due to the frequent invasions
of the Lezgians in Georgia, Jvari Monastery was walled. The fragments of the
wall and half-ruined towers built in the wall, have survived. The first best
example of cross-domed architecture in Georgia — Mtskheta Jvari Monastery
is in the list of the World Heritage Monuments.
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Svetitskhoveli

The most important monument of Georgian culture, art and architectu-
re - 54 meter-high Svetitskhoveli stands at the confluence of the Mtkvari and
the Aragvi. The history of the temple is inseparable from the history of Geor-
gia. The place of the Svetitskhoveli and the construction of the first temple are
related to spreading Christianity in Georgia. The main entrance gate through
the temple wall was built in 1029 by the order of the Catholicos Melchizedek.
The gate is a two-storey construction. There are sculptural images of stone
bulls in the upper part of the arch of the gate. Starting from the Bronze Age,
the bull had been the cult that was spread throughout the whole Georgia and
it was the symbol of farming. In the pre-Christian traditions, the bull was
sometimes associated with the moon or the sun cult ritual.

According to “Kartlis Tskhovreba”, in the 1st century, Elioz Mtskheteli
and Longinos Karsneli - the arrivals from Jerusalem, brought Lord’s Robe to
Mtskheta. Elioz’s sister Sidonia took the Lord’s Robe, put it to her heart and
passed away. Sidonia was buried with Robe. The cedar grew on the grave. Af-
ter Saint Nino’s preaching Christianity, King Mirian became the believer of
Christ and decided to build a temple on the place where the cedar grew. The
cedar was cut and seven pillars were made of it. The six pillars were put up for
the temple, the seventh pillar hung in the air and remained immovable. Saint
Nino spent the whole night praying and in the morning the miracle happen-
ed — the pillar lit up and merged with the ground and Chrism started running
down it. The pillar was called “SvetiTskohveli” - (“Living Pillar”) and it be-
came the name of the cathedral. King Mirian built a wooden temple. During
Vakhtang Gorgasali reign in IT half of V c., when Church of Georgia gained the
autocephaly, Svetitskhoveli Cathedral became a Catholicos Center of the who-
le country. A large three-nave stone basilica was built on the site of the former
wooden temple. According to Juansher, “Mtskheta’s king Vakhtang built the
Church of the Apostles — “Svetitskhoveli” (Living Pillar). The temple existed
till XI c. After uniting Georgia Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia Melkizedek
I trusted architect Arsukidze to construct a new, large cross-domed temple.
There is a relief image of the right arm with an architect square tool under the
central arch of the cathedral with the inscription on both sides: “The hand of
the slave of God Arsukidze. Forgive him.” Since the day of its blessing Svetits-
khoveli Cathedral has been the residence of Catholicos Patriarchs of Georgia.

As you enter the temple, the grandiose space opens in front of you. At
the entrance, there is a stone Baptismal Font on the right, which must have
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been of the times of the Baptism of Georgians and it must have been gilded. In
the upper parts of the cathedral there were hiding places to escape to during
adverse times, also — to hide the temple treasure and libraries in them. In the
western part of the temple there stands Sveti Tskhoveli (“Living Pillar “) in
the place of the old main pillar with a self-supporting (neckless) dome and
the pyramidal brick roof. The miraculous Pillar was kept there. The Pillar con-
tains fables of the Gospel and scenes depicting the spread of Christianity in
Kartli. Christ is represented in the dome area of the pillar. The corners of the
arches are decorated with the plants ornaments. The drawing is performed by
the painter Grigol Guljavarasshvili under the guidance of Catholicos Nikoloz
Amilakhvari in the XVII century (1678-88).

Svetitskhoveli was a final resting place of Georgian kings. According to
historical sources, David Ulu, Demetre Tavdadebuli, Giorgi Brtyskinvale,
Giorgi VII, Giorgi VIII, Alexander the Great, Simon I and others must have
been buried there. Unfortunately, the graves of Vakhtang Gorgasali, Erekle II
and Giorgi XII have only been known to us.

Samtavro

The Samtavro Periscvalba (“Transfiguration”) Cathedral is a cross-do-
med structure. It is part of the monastery complex. The wall of XIX century
belongs to the monastery complex, a XVIII c. tower, a three-storey bell tower
of XV-XVI c. and St. Nino Church (Makvlovani - Makvali - “Blackberry”)
are what survived from the old wall. The paintings in the area of the Cathedral
dome and on the walls belong to XVII c. The exact time of construction of
the cathedral is unknown, though Vakhushti Batonishvili considers King Mi-
rian as the founder of Samtavro. Before the Christianization of the Georgians
there was a residence of Kartli Eristavi and royal gardens on the territory of
the present Samtavro Cathedal. Saint Nino, who came to Mtskheta to preach
Christianity, settled in these royal gardens. King Mirian took Christianity
with the help of St. Nino and converted Georgians too. According to “Kartlis
Tskhovreba” King Mirian, by his will, was buried “in the upper Church, at the
middle southern column, in the North of it...”. Queen Nana is buried beside
King Mirian. The Samtavro Periscvalba Cathedral is considered to be the final
resting place of Georgian Christian kings and one of the holy places.

Saint Monk Father Gabriel (Urgebadze) served in Samtavro Temple. Fat-
her Gabriel lived in a small cell in the tower of Mtskheta Nunnery. 2 Novem-
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ber 1995 Archimandrite Gabriel died. According to his will He was buried
in a monastery manner — wrapped up in a straw blanket at the cemetery of
Mtskheta Nunnery. Archimandrite Gabriel’s blood taken by the doctor-sur-
geon Zurab Varazashvili for the test, is still incorrupt. The oil taken from the
permanently burning candle on the grave of Father Gabriel is known as the
miraculous cure in Georgia and beyond its borders. Archimandrate Kirion —
a spiritual son of Honorable Gabriel, made Luskuma (box, coffin) for Holy
Father Gabriel in Periscvalba Cathedral where many pilgrims come to the
holy parts of Father Gabriel and where a lot of curing miracles occur.

Shiomgvime

Near to Mtskheta, on the left bank of the Mtkvari River, in the desert
place, in a small cave the Assyrian Father Shio Mghvimeli- one of the thirteen
Assyrian fathers, settled. He was from Antioch and grew up in the family of
the pious nobles. During his adolescence the Holy Father joined the disciples
of Ioane Zedzaneli, became a monk and spent twenty years with Father Ioane.
As the reward for his honest work and obedience, Father Shio got the talent to
cure. Worthy Father Ioane received the sign of God from above and He “with
Twelve Disciples” came to the country Iveria to strengthen the Christian faith
there. The first arrival of the Assyrian fathers in Georgia was in I half of VI c.
According to Kartlis Tsxovreba”, this time King Pharasmanes/Parsman ruled
the country during which the Iranians domination increased, the king’s ins-
titute was abolished and Christianity was threatened. Pharasmanes actively
turned to Byzantium and afterwards asked them for the important privileges
for the Georgian Church.

Part of the Assyrian fathers came to Kartli in this serious political-re-
ligious situation and initially settled on Zedazeni mountain. With blessing
of Catholicos Evlavios and Father Ioane, the Holy Fathers went to preach in
different parts of the country. Shio Mghvimei found a cave near Mtskheta,
in the rocks of Sarkineti and began to serve there. According to the legend,
pigeons would bring little food to the monk Shio. Mother Mary and John
the Baptizer appeared in front of Shio in the cave and advised him to start a
monastic community. Shortly after this many monks gathered on the terri-
tory and a cross-domed church of the John the Baptizer was built half in the
ground. Despite the constructions added in XI and XVIII c. c. the Church
kept its original face.
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Shio Mghvim’s Monastery Complex consists of several terraced buildin-
gs of different times: Shio Mghvimeli’s original residence and the - cemetery,
the Temple of John the Baptizer, the Church of the Assumption of Virgin
Mary, the Hall Church of Cross Ascension and the Caves for the monks,
which at the same time was a reliable shelter during the enemy invasions.

Samukhranbatono

One of the oldest historical and geographical regions of Georgia - Muk-
hrani was the suburb of Great Mtskheta and its favorable geographical locati-
on played the major role in forming of the Iberian Kingdom, and afterwards
- in Georgia’s stathood development. Dzalisi was the center of this area in
II-IV c. During Vakhtang Gorgasali reign Mukhrani was the main part of the
Tsilkani Episcopate. During the existence of feudal political units in Georgia
in VIII-X century, this area moved under the rule of the chorepiscopes of
Kakheti, who then handed them to their Vassals the Dzaganisdzes. David IV
took the Zedazeni fortress along with Mukhrani from the Dzaganisdzes and
appointed there his own governor, “Governor of Mukhrani”. Mukhran was
the property of the king’s house until the collapse of the Kingdom of Geor-
gia. From the beginning of the XVI century, weakening of the royal power
in Georgia resulted in the complete independence of the large feudal lords,
followed by forming “Satavadoebi” (Satavados — large land ownership). One
of such strong Satavados was Samukhranbatono which was formed during
the reign of King David X of Kartli. Internal feudal problems were added to
the complicated foreign policy of Kartli. The king of Kakheti Av-Giorgi (Avi -
“the Evil” because of ) was named so after he had killed father Alexander I and
blinded his brother) often raided Kartli. Bagrati demanded from his brother
to give him Mukhran as the Heritage Prince Manor, and upon the consent of
the king, he built “Mukhrani Castle Mtkuari”. This historic fact became the
base for forming of Samukhranbatono (residence of “Batoni” - the Patron,
Lord) and the Bagrationi Dynasty side brunch. The residence of the Mukh-
ranbatans was the Shio District, which must have become the center starting
from the period of Constantine’s (the youngest brunch of the House) being
made “Mukhranbatoni.”

There are two important palaces of the Mukhranbatonis in Mukhrani:
one - a three-storey building built by Niko Buri between1899-1902, quite da-
maged now. According to the Investment Fund, the palace will be restored.
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Niko Buri (Bagrationi) is a representative of the Mukhranbatonis Brunch.
He participated in the Anglo-Boer War on the Boers side. After defeating the
Boers, the Englishmen captured him and he was exiled to Island of St. Helen.
Nico Buri returned to Georgia from the exile where he lost all his property af-
ter the coming of Bolsheviks to the country. Niko Bagrationi sent his daught-
ers Irina and Natalia to France, and he himself spent the last years of his life
in his Homeland in the extreme poverty. She described her adventure in the
book “The Boers”. Nicko Bury died in Tbilisi in 1933.

In the outskirts of Mukhrani there stands another palace - built in II
half of XIX c. which belonged to General-Lieutenant of the Russian Army
Ivane Constantine Mukhranbatoni. Ivane was the owner of a large agricul-
tural land. While travelling in France he acquired the necessary knowledge
in viticulture and vinery and upon returning to his homeland in1876, he
invited the French winemaker Emir Jani and in cooperation with a famous
Georgian winemaker Z. Jorjadze, he built a wine factory in Mukhrani. The
wine was made according to the European standards. In 1889, Ivane Muk-
hranbatoni’s wine “Mukhraneli” won a gold medal at the International Ag-
riculture Exhibition in Paris, and Ivane himself was awarded the Order of
the Honoured Agricultural Officer of France. Ivane Mukhranbaton Palace
was linked to the wine factory by tunnels. There was a dance hall, a living
room and bedrooms with many passes, the open and closed balconies and
terraces in the palace. Ivane Mukhranbatoni suddenly died in his manor
March 11, 1895, at the age of 85. He was buried at Svetitskhoveli Cathedral
in Mtskheta. After Ivane’s death the palace was sold. During Bolsheviks, it
was used as the building for different purposes. The palace was destroyed
and robbed.

Today a big project of Ivane Mukhranbatoni cultural-historic heritage
has been carried out by a winery company Chateau Mukhrani. The vineyards
were planted in the Mukhrani territory, the palace is restored. The construc-
tion and rehabilitation works took seven years. The surroundings slowly re-
gained its original face and since 2011 tourism has began in Chateua

Ananuri
In the North-East of Mtskheta, Ananuri is one of the most important

monuments of the Late Feudal Age on the Georgian military road, where the
cult and fortification constructions gather. Ananuri was the property and the
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main forepost of the Aragvi Eristavis, which was neither the Eristavis’ final
resting place nor their residence.

After the feudal collapse of the Georgian state of XV, Aragvi Saeristavo
became an independent political unit and a separate Satavado with its cent-
re in Dusheti, and the main fortress Ananuri. With weakening of the royal
government, the Aragvi Saeristavo became stronger and started struggle for
its complete independence. Kings of Kartli Rostomi Khan, Vakhtang V and
Giorgi XI organized a great military expedition to subordinate them but fai-
led to achieve the final success. After strengthening the royal government in
XVIII c., the question of bringing Aragvi Sertistavo back under the rule of
the royal government rose. The royal government was supported by the local
mountain people. After the rebellion in 1743, the Aragvians killed the Erista-
vis Otia and Bezhan and invited King Teimuraz II to rule. Aragvi Saeristavo
was declared as the royal manor which was first ruled by Erekle IT’s son Vakh-
tang, then — by Levan Batonishvili and finally - by Almaskhan. After abolition
of the royal government in Georgia by Russia, Aragvi Sertistavo was subjected
to the Head of Ananuri Region.

The Ananuri architectural ensemble consists of: upper and lower fortres-
ses of the stone wall with its cylindrical and rectangular towers (including the
Khevsurian Tower being considered as the earliest building), the Church of
the Virgin Mary and of the Deity, from the Church “Mkurnali” (Healer), the
bell tower, a cell and a water reservoir.

Ananuri fortress stone wall was periodically repaired. Strategically, the
fortress was located on the important road from which the roads through
Vedzakhevi led to Mtskheta and Tbilisi from where the route was going to
Mtiuleti, Khevi, the North Caucasus. The fortress entrance was on the South
where the main part of the Aragvi Saeristavo was located. As the fortress ent-
rance needed special protection, the tower had gun-ports and the holes for
big stones.

Between Ananuri Big domed Temple (according to the inscription on
the temple — built in 1689 by the order of Bardzim Eristavi) and the “Mkur-
nali” Church there is a big underground octagon cell. There also is a two-pool
reservoir on the territory of the upper fortresses. Drinking water was supp-
lied with the clay pipes lying deep in the ground. Since the water supply was
not enough for the fortress, another water-supplying system was added. Just
in the center of the upper fortress there is a four-storied Khevsurian Tower,
which dates back to XIV-XV c. The floors were connected to each other with
stairs. The pyramidal roofing stages are covered by stone slabs.
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The composition of the four facades of Ananuri centre-domed Temple is
created by the architect’s interpretation, but reiterates the traditional charac-
teristics of the middle feudal times monuments.

The construction of Zhinvali hydroelectric plant almost destroyed Ana-
nuri Complex, along with other important cultural heritage. The villages with
their churches were covered with water. The road was moved to the mountain
slopes to save Ananuri. The Ananuri Complex with its unique views is an
important monument of Georgian cultural heritage that leaves unforgettable
impression on the visitor. The complex is included in the UNESCO World
Heritage List.

Lomisa

On the high mountain in the south of the Village Mleta on the Ksani and
the Aragvi watershed, Lomisa Hall Church of St. George stands. The Church
belongs to IX-X c. c. and is built of the cracked stone. Lomisa Church oak
door is covered with an iron sheet on which an eighteen-line inscription in
Khutsuri (old Georgian alphabet) reveals the names of the craftsmen - the
makers of the door, also - those of the bread and iron donors. The inscription
must belong to the XVI-XVII centuries. The door has four rows of rings to
keep thieves away. The guards of the Church would raise them up. If someone
approached the door and tried to open it, the rings would fall down with noise
and wake up the sleeping guards. If the guard left the church in the daytime,
he arranged the rings in a certain way just to see, upon returning, if someone
had touched the temple door in his absence.

Lomisa St. George’s Church is syncretic and its roots lie in the ancient
religious faith of the Georgians of the times BC. According to the legend the
name of the Temple is associated with the Loma Bull (lomi - a lion; Loma
- lion-like). This animal (lion) no longer inhabited on the territory of the
Caucasus, but it often appears in Georgian folklore and in Georgian versions
of Life Tree. Initially the lion expressed a fiery sun, but with the develop-
ment of agriculture, it syncreted with a Bull Cult and was connected with the
Moon Goddess. Though, by the tradition of legends and rituals, Lomisa was a
hunter and a warrior God and this proves its archaic nature. After spreading
Christianity, a Christian Church was built in the place of the Church of the
Moon. And the pagan Signs of the lion was linked with St.George. The Lomi-
sa Day (Lomisoba) is held on Wednesday, in the 7th week after Easter and is
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a moving festival. On this day, the pilgrims gathered in Mleta from all over
Eastern Georgia. Nowadays, every Lomisoba Day most of the population of
Georgia try to get to the place. Despite the narrow path and the hard way, the
flow of the pilgrims is increasing year by year.

There are many legends about Lomisa Church preserved in the folklour.
According to a legend, the icon of St. George rested in the Church During
the invasion of Jalal-ud-Din, the Khuarazmites robbed the Church and took
the icon away. They had a big trouble and they blamed the icon of George for
it. The icon was thrown into the fire, but he fled from there and landed on
the horns of a white bull. The bull and the icon moved from place only after
Sultan released all the captives taken from Georgia. The liberated Georgians
would build a niche in the name of the holy icon in every resting place they
stopped at on their way home. Finally, the icon settled on the mountain of
Mleta, where the shrine is now. The Icon was begged for having a child, for
the eyesight etc. The miracle icon is currently lost. It was hidden by the Dea-
cons and then replaced with another silver icon.

Alarge iron chain is still in the Church. It is believed that a pilgrim would
put the chain on the neck as the token of the vow given to Saint George and
he/she would go round the Church three times. This belief still exists among
the pilgrims.

Chargali

The village Chargali is located in Magharoskari District, Tsina Pshavi
(Lower Pshavi). In the center of the village there is a single-storey modest
house of a great poet Vazha-Pshavela constructed from cobblestones and sto-
ne slabs. In 1861, a boy — Luka was born in the big family of the village priest
Pavle Razikashvili. Luka grew up in the village until he was eight. Later, du-
ring his studies in St. Petersburg, he was called Vazha Pshavela by his friend,
a Tushetian — Dimitri Tsiskarishvili. In Pshav-Khevsureti Region “Vazha”
denotes “a good guy”.

Vazha studied at Telavi Theological School. In 1877-1879 he graduated
from a two-class civil school at Tbilisi Institute for Teachers and later - in
Gori Seminary for Teachers (masters) which he graduated from in 1882. He
worked as a teacher at a village school for a while. Between 1883 and 1884 he
was a free listener of the Faculty of Law at St. Petersburg University. He had to
give up university because of the poverty, returned to his homeland and first
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he worked as a home teacher, and then - as a teacher in Didi Toneti School.

In 1888 the poet returned to Chargali. He lived a usual peasant life, culti-
vated the land and looked after the cows. He wrote poems, poems and stories
in the long winter nights of Pshavi. Ilia Chavchavadze greatly appreciated the
young writer. When Vazha returned from Petersburg the brothers Kipshi-
dzes came to Ilia and suggested finding some money and sending Vazha to
Germany, the University of Berlin. Ilia with his forehead shrunk, told them:

“Batonebo (Sirs,), Vazha might have been returned from Petersburg by
his destiny and now you’re going to send him to Germany? Very good, but do
you know what will come out of this? Leave him alone — maybe, it will bring
him nowhere as in Germany he will learn philosophy in the best case. And he
will put his Panduri (Iyre) up in the attic. And what if he does not become a
good philosopher and his Panduri won’t play either?! Pay him honorarium
and let him go back to the mountains and keep writing and thus let us en-
joy the unusual sounds of his Panduri”. Vazha Pshavela’s works were mainly
edited in “Iveria”newspaper. It was also edited in the “Time”, “Jejili”, Kvali”,
“Mtskemsi”. Ilia Chavchavadze invited him to work in “Iveria” but he wor-
ked there only three days. On the fourth day it was decided to pay Vazha five
tumani (fifty ruble) a month and he had to produce a work a month for that
money. Wazha-Pshavela died 27 July 1915 in Tbilisi and is buried in Mtats-
minda Pantheon.

Vazha Pshavela House-Museum was opened in 1961. The Museum exhi-
bition building was built for the 125th birth anniversary of the Poet. On July
29, Vazha Pshavela annual public holiday “Vazhaoba” is held in Chargali.
The first Vazhaoba was held in Lapankuri and the author of the idea was the
local resident Zambil Tsigroshvili. Vazha Pshavela’s portrait was painted for
“Vazhaoba” and it is still considered as one of the symbols of the celebration.
At “Vazhaoba” traditionally sporting and cultural events take place. The folk
crafts exhibition- sale is also held and Pshavi cuisine with traditional “Dam-
balkhacho” (Soaked Curd) and “Khinkali” are presented.

Tvalivi

On the left side of the river Pshavi Aragvi, on the mountain Goramghala
Tvalivi Architectural Complex is located. The local population thinks that the
Complex overlooks the entire valley and controls anyone - enemy or kins-
man entering the valley.
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The Monastery complex includes St. George’s Church, a Tower, a small
church, a residential building and the wall. The St. George Church was the
main church of the Bishops of Kharchasheni and is first found in the his-
torical documents in XIII c. After Mongols had devastated Kakheti and the
whole River ori area in 1265, the monastery became the Episcopal Cathedral.
It is assumed that the first bishop was an elderly man - King Lasha-Giorgi’s
personal spiritual Fathern who blessed the marriage of Lasha-Giorgi with a
woman from Velistsikhe in St. George Church in Tvalivi. The church is sur-
rounded by a stone wall and belongs to VIII-IX c. c. and in XIV century the
church was rebuilt and a bell tower was added.

In the interior of the cathedral the hall is separated from the Altar by the
iconostasis with the remaining part of the painting on it- with the composi-
tions of pleading and the images of the apostles and saints. There are fifteen
images on the iconostasis that are damaged and cannot be read. It is inte-
resting to know if those fifteen images are sycretic characters of the fifteen
churches of twelve communities of the Pshavels (residents of Pshavi). This
cannot be determined because of the lack of research and frescoes being se-
verely damaged. In the entrance to the temple there are fragments of Asom-
tavruli (capital letters in old Georgian writing) inscription on the large tile.
There also is a small, severely damaged church built to the wall inside of the
complex. There is also a four-storey tower which has a wide arch entrance. It
is said that after the Krtsanisi fight, Erekle II turned to this Church, prayed
and then moved to Kakheti. The Complex needs restoration as it is an impor-
tant monument of culture.

In the old times the inhabitants of Tvalivi went to Khmala Church, which
is located three kilometers away from the village. The late medieval complex
is almost destroyed. Local residents call this place Zena Mkhare (upper area)
and they say that in the ancient times there were “Qvevrebi” (underground
clay wine pots) and the wine was brought from Kakheti by Pshavels.

The Cultural monuments of Tvalivi are damaged. They need to be studi-
ed and require the archaeological researches.

Shatili and Mutso
The road junction at Ortskali where the Pshavi Arvagvi joins the Khevsu-

reti Aragvi, leads to Khevsuri Region. Khevsureti is first mentioned in histo-
rical documents of XV c. Khevsuri obeyed the rule of the King at their basic
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obligation was a military duty.

The main shrine of Khevsureti is the Gudani jvari (Cross), named after
St. George. The Khakhmati Jvari in Khevsureti is also St. George’s shrine and
is considered to be the guardian of women; women would ask it for having
children. Khakhmati Jvari was regarded as the Patron of the livestock and
lambs and kids of goats were sacrificed to it. In addition to the above-mentio-
ned, Khevsurians have many other shrines of: Anatory Jvari, Angel of Home,
Mother of the Place and all these Icon-Angels have their definite places of
worship greatly honored by the Khevsurians.

Khevsureti is divided in two parts by the main ridge of the Caucasus: the
valleys and the tributaries of the Aragvi — Piraqeta and Pirigita Khevsureti
— located in the direction of Arkhot-Roshki Passage. There is Village Kors-
ha, near the Roshka, where “The Arabulis Art House” was founded in 2015,
the purpose of which is to save and popularize Khevsureti intangible cultural
monuments. “The Arabulis Art House” produces modern dressing with tra-
ditional ornaments, also embroidered and woven souvenirs, wood and glass
things and jewelry. In the summer 2016 a summer school of traditional crafts
was founded where the local children and the guests and tourists from Geor-
gia and from foreign countries learn knitting, embroidering, wood curving
and enamel.

Pirigita Khevsureti is located at the head of the Assa-Arghuni where the
Shatilians and the Arkhotians reside. Pirigita Khevsureti was historically a
border line and therefore its fortresses were the defense barriers. The hostile
attitude towards the Chechens in the north, the difficult geographical loca-
tion and climate (due to being cut off from the outside world for months in
winter) conditioned the terraced type of settlement in Pirigita Khevsureti. It
should be noted that the constructions types of Piraqeta and Pirigita Khevsu-
reti residences are different.

The unique type of Khevsureti village-fortress is Village Shatili at the
confluence of the rivers the Shatlistskali and the Arghuni, located in a small
territory on an inaccessible rock summit. Shatili played the role of the border
point and defended the North-East of Georgia. The village had four terraced
areas. Such layout of the village was conditioned by its defensive needs. The
fortress- houses and the “kaloani or banyani” (with the level roofs) houses are
made of slate, the cobblestones and fractured stones. Khevsurians call their
ancestors houses “quitikiri” (“built of stones and lime”). The “quitikiri” hou-
ses, standing like the pillars up in the air, give the lookers the impression of
one whole fortress at a glance.
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Fortresses in the mountains of Georgia were not often built by the state.
Most of these defense-dwelling towers were built by the local people on their
own expenses. In Shatili there was a place of the common gathering “Safik-
hvno” - something like the place of public assembly, where the problematic
issues were resolved. The reduction of the population in Shatili started after
the abolition of the Kartli-Kakheti Kingdom by Russia. The mountain people
could not put up with the annexation of Georgia. 1804, 18012 uprisings
against the Russian authorities were an important manifestation of the fierce
fighting of the mountain people. The Communists saw to the mountains of
Georgia too of and exiled the rest of the population to the plains of the count-
ry. With enactment of the Mountain Law and tourism development in the
country, the population started returning to their ancestral areas.

Shatili turned to life. The Family type hotels have been opened. The visi-
tors visit Shatili both in winter and in summer.

12 km away from Shatili, in the middle of the Ardoti Gorge, on the high
rocks there is Village Mutso, which had been a united system of defense on
the way from the North to Georgia since the ancient times. The Castle-Vil-
lage is located on three terraces, built with slates and lime mortar. Although
the Mutso people were famous warriors and hunters during centuries, the
village was burnt down by the enemy in 1769 and after Shamili invasion in
1840, the trace of the life in the village vanished and it has been restored yet.
In the North of the village there is a seven-meter-high tower of Torgvai of
the middle ages. The first floor was designed for hiding, the second and third
floors were for residence, while the fourth was for defense. In the middle of
the terrace of the village there was Cholokaant Tower (tower of the Cholo-
kashvilis) and the Borchashvilis fortress-house — on the lower terrace. Both
are built of stone fractions in the late medieval centuries. The Broliskalo mo-
nument of St. George is located on the third terrace. This iconic place of St.
George belongs to the medieval centuries and consists of a hall and a “Sajare”
(the gathering place of the community leaders). The inhabitants of the village
prayed to the Broliskalo Icon and guarded the treasury dedicated to the Icon.
Two men only knew the location of the secret treasure. The treasure and flag
were exclusively showed publicly on Khevsureti great festival “Athengenoba”.
The flag-bearers would bring the flag with the small ringing bells before the
community members, they would kneel down in front of the flag; the dis-
tinguished people would be brought “Icon Bowls” full of beer to them and
they all would remember those brave people who had given their lives for the
homeland’s sake. Then the “Jamianoba” (epidemic of Black Plague) started
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and the guards of the secret treasure, in the search for a decent young man to
trust the treasure and the Flag, took the secret of their location with them to
their graves. This is the legend of the treasure and the Flag hidden in the cliffs
of Mutso. The Mutso people believe that no one can find the treasure until
the Mutso’s protector Icon chooses the decent young man and shows him the
whereabouts in the sleep. According to the legend, the treasure is still kept in
the high mountains near Mutso.

The reflection of different colors of the stones gives particular shade to
Mutso constructions. An old leaning fortress, with the demolished corner,
belonged to The Shetekaurs (the Cholokhas). The legend about the fortress
runs: there lived five brothers — the Shetekaurs in the village; one of them
was lame and they called him “Cholokha” (lame). When the brothers finished
building the fortress, they saw that it was askew. They blamed their brother
Cholokha for it and threw him out of the house. Cholokha moved to Akh-
meta and served honestly to one of the landowners who gave him a land plot
as a reward for his honesty and good behavior. Possibly, the Cholokhashvilis
come from that name “Cholokha”.

The Pirikita Khevsureti Fortress-Ensemble is an important monument
of Georgian cultural heritage and fascinates the viewers with their charms
and mysteries. Mutso — one in the list of the most endangered historic mo-
numents of Georgia has been under reconstraction by using the old methods
of building, to restore its historical appearance since 2014. Mutso Historical
Monument is made a Museum-Reserve today.

The River Tergi and Truso Valley

The Truso valley and the natural environment of the Tergi River are
exceptionally exotic. Natural diversity, a multitude of mineral springss, many
churches, the towers of different shapes and types make the Valley a special
palace. The towers on the valley were arranged the way that they could see
each other to send the alarm signals. It is difficult to date all the towers, but
it is true that these defensive towers had been built much earlier than any
firearms were used. The village of Sioni is located on the right bank of the
Tergi and is one of the oldest settlements in Khevi. Because of its strategic
importance Khevi was managed by a military-administrative officer, called
“Sioni Eristavi”, subjected to Georgia’s Royal Court,
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Following Georgia’s integration in the Russian empire the 1804 Mtiuleti
Rebellion participants took defense in Sioni Fortress. After a fierce battle the
Russian army took the fortress. The Sion Tower is a five-storey building and
the first floor is very high. The four floors had a stone roof, and the fifth was
“bani” (a level roof); the tower had small windows. The Sioni Tower, standing
on a high plateau in the South of the village, guarded the passageways for the
centuries. Near the tower there is a three-nave church with the stone wall
around that dates back to IX-X c.c.

The villages of the Tergi and Truso valley Pkhelse, Kanobi, Shevardeni,
Khurtisi, Juta, Tsdo and Kobi shelter many of the Georgian cultural monu-
ments, which have come to us in the form of ruins of the former towers and
fortresses. Village Abano (Bath) locates in the Truso Valley and is named
after its thermal springs. Village Bath is one of the oldest settlements at one
of the branches of the road connecting Georgia with the North Caucasus.
The village population had always been ethnic Georgians. Several Ossetian
families appeared in the village from XVII c. Due to its strategic importance,
the village had three defensive towers of its own (damaged now) and a Hall
Church. According to the inscription on the entrance of the Church, it was
built in 1889.

The demolished Church was restored in 2014 and now it is a Nunnery.
The village called Ketrisi, (derived from the word “Ketri” - leprosy - in Geor-
gian) is a neighboring village to Village Abano and supposedly, it must have
been the site for the lepers. Thermal springs of the Village Abano cured people.

The Archangel Church on the mountain (now restored), is considered as
the patron of the childless. The Truso Valley also has the community shrines
and they, like the towers and Christian temples, are built on the tops of the
mountains - the places hard to access. On the difficult and tiring way to the
churches, the believers stopped at times to rest and to pray. Those who did
not go to the top of the mountain for a variety of reasons were celebrating the
holiday at the main shrine. Establishment of niches in the mountains is asso-
ciated with many tales. In the middle of the Tergi and the Sno Valleys, at 3,000
meters from the sea level, there is the main shrine of Khevi “Sparsangelosi”. It
is considered to be a strong Icon. The “Sparsangelozoba”(celebrating “Spar-
sangelosi” day) is also called “Atangenoba” (after the name of St. Athenagen).

The Village Sno locates in the river Snostkali valley, eight kilometers
from Stepantsminda. Through the Sno or Achkhoti valley a footpath passes
to Khevsureti. The village Sno is represented by many monuments of Georgi-
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an cultural heritage such as: Darki Church of St. George, which is on the top
of the mountain (the church has a strongly damaged tower with the back and
has only four blind walls left), the Kviregvtisshvilis Niche and Nadarbazevi
Church. The Gudushauris’ Fortress at the edge of the village is built at the end
of XVI and the beginning of XVII centuries and is built under the request of
the governor of Khevi Shiola Gudushauri and it holds a special place among
the Georgian fortresses. As Vakhushti says: “The Gudushauris Fortress is very
small, but very strong. The road from this valley goes to Gudamakari”. In
the first quarter of the XVII century, the Gudushauris deserved the Aragvi
Eristavis favour and achieved the privileged status. In the XVIII century Sno
Fortress was also the property of Aragvi Eristavi. The 16-meter high tower is
of a pyramidal shape and has the door at the height of 6 meters. Sno Fortress
had a strategic location in the Khevi area and guarded and controlled the im-
portant historic road leading to the North. The ancient cultural and historical
monuments of Khevi together with the surrounding nature make an impor-
tant tourist zone and are the subjects of the visitors’ interest.

Bethlehemi

On the slopes of Mount Mkinvartsveri, on 4100 meters above the sea
level there is Bethlehem cave Monastery. According to the folklore, the Mo-
nastery was the Saint George’s place and whenever the country was in a dif-
ficult situation, he would immediately ride on his white horse to lead the
Georgians in the battlefield.” Bethlehem kept the ecclesiastical sanctity and
the treasure. According to Joane Battonishvili, at the end of the XVIII, the-
re lived a Joseb Mokheve who had gone up to Bethlehemi Monastery and
found there the Tabernacle of Abraham and the Cradle of the Lord and the
piece of the Tabernacle, which he later handed to King Erekle. At the bot-
tom of the cave of Bethlehemi, at the foot of the rock at 3732 m, there was
a monastery founded by St. Nino, According to archaeological materials, it
belongs to the X-XI c.c. In the folk belief, no one dared to hunt the place,
fearing that Bethlehemi would blind them. The wounded wild animal was
not to be touched there as it was believed that the Icon power could heal
it. The Mokheves (Khevi people) admired two powerful Icons of Betlemi:
“Myinvari Saint Givargi” and “Betlemi Yovladwminda (The Holiest of AI)I”.
A new-born son and/or the bride were first brought and prayed to Betlemi
Yovladwminda Icon at its niche.
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In 1927 the Alpine Expedition of Aliosha Japaridze ascended Mount
Mkinvartsveri and detected six monastic cells. The following periodical expe-
ditions also detected a variety of household and ecclesiastical items of X-XI
c.c. The fragments of the inscription found on the Bethlehemi Monastery and
the stairs forged with the iron plates, a chain, silver icon and the ecclesiastical
inventory, mentioned by Vakhushti, are kept in Stepantsminda Ethnic Mu-
seum. The “Bethlehemi Hut” stands on Mount Mkinvartsveri at 3665 meters
above the sea level. It is a night shelter for thousands of Georgian and foreign
tourists and alpinists every year on the way to the Summit of Mount Mkin-
vartsveri.

Gergeti Sameba (Trinity) Church

In the Tergi Valley, with Mount Mkinvartsveri in the background, there
stands the only domed church in the mountainous country of Georgia Ger-
geti Sameba (Trinity) Church. According to Vakhushti Batonishvili, during
the centuries the main symbol of Georgian Christianity — St. Nino’s Cross
rested there. Gergeti Sameba Church was the cultural and religious center
not only of Khevi and Mtiuleti but also of the North Caucasus Christians. The
exact date of building Gergeti Sameba Church is unknown. According to the
architectural and historical analysis of the church, it must have been built in
XIV c. At that time the influence of the Georgian government on Khevi and
Dariali Gate — main crossing road to the North Caucasus was weakened after
the Mongol rule. Giorgi the Magnificient charged the local residents (further
called “Samebis Saydrisshvilebi” - “the children of Sameba”) with taking care
of Gergeti Sameba Church. In the following centuries, the other Georgian
kings also awarded the residents of Village Gergeti with this honor.

Gergeti Sameba Church is a centre-domed structure. The local lands-
cape makes it grandiose. The facades of the Church are decorated with or-
naments. There are medalions on the windows (north facade). In XV and
in the T half of XVT c.c. an arch construction, as the porch, was added to the
Church. Later, a wall was built to it and it became “Sabchdeo” (the place
of “Council”) of the Khevi elders. Gergeti Sameba Church has a stone wall
around, which goes just along the fundament of the old wall. By blessing of
Catholicos Patriarch Ilia IT of Georgia the monastery life of Gergeti Sameba
Church was restored. The annual Festival Day of Gergeti Sameba Church-
16 July was established.
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Gergeti Sameba Church is a distinct architectural monument of Geor-
gia’s church architecture and of the Georgian Cultural Heritage.

Dariali Gateway

On the main watershed ridge of the Caucasus, the northern Gate - Da-
rialiskari — has always been the main crossing road to the North. Dariali has
had great strategic and economic importance for Georgia since the antique
and medieval times. Dariali was also the way for the periodical invasions of
the various nomads of the Caucasus: Alan-Ossetts, Scythians-Sarmatians,
Hun-Hazarians and therefore, locking the Dariali road was the subject of in-
terest of not only the Georgian authorities, but also that of the invaders ruling
in the Middle East and the South Caucasus who frequently organized their
raids to capture Dariali and thus having the reason for raiding Georgia as
well. For this reason the Georgian Kingdom and the historic-ethnic region-
Khevi would protect the Caucasian road by the whole system of the fortresses.
As early as in the IV-II c. BC, the representatives of the Farnazid Dynasty
firmly controlled all the Dariali passages and were in good relations with the
North Caucasians. In BC 65 after the Pompey Invasion, the king of Iberia
was ordered to reinforce northern passages. Protecting and strengthening the
main road over the historic ravine increased during Vakhtang Gorgasali reign
in the II half of V c. when “...he created the gate of Ovsetis that we call Da-
riani and ...built the high fortresses over it”. And King Vakhtang appointed
the mountain people as the guardians of it. During David IV reign 1118, “the
door of Dariali opened and ... made the Road of Peace”. After appearing the
Mongols in XIII century and the political confrontation between the Gol-
den Horde and Sailkhno, the system of the Khevi defense collapsed and the
influence of the royal government weakened as a result. During Giorgi V ti-
mes Georgia was liberated from the Mongol burden and the influence of the
King’s power in Khevi was further strengthened. During the confrontation
of Timur Lang and Tokhtamysh, Timur Lang raided the Aragvi valley seve-
ral times to seize this way but did not achieve the desired result. And when
the Shamkori’s Peace Treaty was concluded between Giorgi VII and Timur
Lang, King of Georgia was directly bound to not lock the passage ways as it
was demanded by Article 3 of the Treaty. At the end of XVIII the last King of
Kartli-Kakheti Giorgi XII decided to close the Dariali gate to break relations
with Russia, but soon changed this intention.
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After the abolition of the Kartli-Kakheti Kingdom by Russia, the Dariali
Gate importance increased as it became one of the most important areas for
connecting Russia with the Province of Georgia by the Military Road, which
resulted in increase of the guard posts and the fortress.

The ruins of Dariali Fortress are preserved, where the construction layers
of different epochs are visible. The fortress entrance was located in the South
and on the same side there was a secret tunnel to the river, from which the
fort was supplied with water. At the beginning of XIX c. the Russians built the
most important fortress on the main road to Southern Caucasus just in the
place of the old one. After regaining the independence of Georgia, big battles
to defend Dariali by the Mokheves against the Bolsheviks between May 27
July 15, 1918, were conducted. “The Guardians of Dariali” together with Va-
liko Jugeli’s Guards were protecting the independence of Georgia against the
Russian Bolsheviks.

There is Larsi Border Crossing point in Dariali Gorge, which was closed
by Russia 8 July, 2006 for an undefined period. In 2010, Georgia and Russia
reached the agreement to open this section of the border with the help of
Switzerland as the intermediary.

In 2005, Catholicos Patriarch of Georgia His Holiness and Beatitude Ilia
IT consecrated the construction of a new monastery complex on the rocky
mountain on the right side of the river Tergi on the opposite side of Dariali
Fortress. His Holiness said in his preaching, “During the centuries the Geor-
gian people were waiting for building the Holy Archangels - Michael and
Gabriel Cathedral in the gateway of Georgia. This is of great importance,
especially - spiritually. Archangels Michael, Gabriel, Raphael and others are
the patrons of every human being and Georgia.” Building of a Great Mo-
nastery Complex at the state border is an old tradition that our kings had
been following for centuries. In 2011, the Archangels Church was opened
and 100,000 martyrs Church on the first floor of the Cathedral was also con-
secrated. 12 churches altogether will be built in the Monastery Complex of
the Dariali Gorge.

The Dariali Monastery Complex is an important religious and cultural
center of Georgia’s northern border.

223



moomobo - Thilisi

®00m0obOL ggMdo. O3HME0 §aoM dIMFO6Odg - The emblem of Thilisi. By
Emir Burjanadze
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Lomba - Sioni

0b6hoLbO®O - Anchiskhati
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d9mabo - Metekhi

0gmmado - Bethlem
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00ObMMPOOB0. §MHgmo 000bm - Abanotubani, Chreli Abano
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myed 0 3mboLbHgMo - Lurji Monastery (Blue Monastery)

228



©OEYO0L M3MOLATMOMOL FMdoL 93maboo - Church of Didube Holy
Mother
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3mooLYdboL B30bEO gomdaolb g3mabod -
Church
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0000@o30m0 - Mama Daviti
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BoM0oyomo - Narikala

Jodygomo - Kashveti Church
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§360bL 9000. - Jvaris Mama Church
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09330 - Ateshgah

09%00900L LogmmEog0 - Yazidi Temple
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@. 000DHM30L LOD. gaGOgMmMO 3YdoYdo - David Baazov Museum of Histo-
ry of Jews of Georgia
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bm®odgbo - Noreshan
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Mm300L3TMOMOL BIMMYO0L JOMMIM03YM0 93maLOo - Cathedral of the

Assumption of the Virgin
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dghgmo - Mosque
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3- 006 E60330m0oL LOb. MdOMOLOL LobgmmdBoxym mgoh®o - Kote Mar-
janishvili State Drama Theatre
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9. O 00dz0mabL Lob. bobgmadBomm Mm3gMo - Z. Paliashvili State Opera
House of Georgia

3. ®Lmo39mobL Lob. MmooEoLOL LobgmdBoxmm mgobh®o - Shota Rus-
taveli State Theatre
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LOgoOHMZ9MML 9O ™M369mo 3xdgydo - Georgian National Museum
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LAOG®OBM3900L FPBYY30 - Smirnovs Museum
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3. 00060603300m0L Lob. bgmmmazbgooL dPdgYdn - Shalva Amiranashvili
Museum of Fine Arts

®d0mobOL 3PdgYd0-Jo®3zoLemo - Thilisi History Museum Karvasla
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3- hohoooL LOb. gMbMa®mOBOYMmo B30 - G. Chitaia Open Air Museum
of Ethnography
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@0aMMoL ggmo - Didgori Valley
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09mMOb0o - Betania
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a3bgmo-dmo00bgmo - Mtskheta-Mtianeti

53060 - Jvari

090M0obE0bg - Bebris Tsikhe
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L3abhoEbM39mo - Svetitskhoveli

Obhomdgoo - Antioch
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LOdMOZOH™ - Samtavro

00Yzemmaobo - Makhvlovani
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gubob 3obg - Ksani Castle
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Bom3obo - Tsilkani

LOTPLEOBIOHMBM, Foh™M FYb®O60 - SamukhranBatono, Chateau Mukhrani
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B90dY60 - Zedazeni

LOZYMHOAM. 3xMHO30330eMgd0l oMO60 - Saguramo.Guramishvili's Marani
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060bMo - Ananuri

mM30LY - Lomisa
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MOBOOMYMY O MOIMHALFZOMO -
Tamarghele and Lashris Jvari
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dohoeo, 3x3m - Shatili, Mutso
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hotaomao - Chargali
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00606 MmgMan @O OMIYLML bgmodo - Tergi River and Trusos Kheoba
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@OM0oemo - Darial
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