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THE ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE CAUCASIAN NATIONS
SUMMARY

This work is a course of lectures intended for university students.
The book deals with the lifestyle and culture of the nations inhabiting the
Caucasus. It provides an ethnographic description of the Georgians, Abk-
haz, Armenians, Azerbaijanis, Karachais, Balkars, Adyges, Circassians,
Kabardians, Abazas, Ossetes, Ingush, Chechens, the Daghestan peoples
(Avars, Laks, Lezghins, Rutuls, Kumyk, Tabassarans, Aghuls, Nogays,
Dargvas, Tsakhurs, and Mountain Jews). Along with a survey of the
ethnonyms, areas of settlement, ethno-linguistic and religious character-
istics of the Caucasians, the book contains information on the types of
dwelling, utility and defensive constructions, clothing, furniture, food,
etc. The book presents a comprehensive picture of social relations of the
Caucasian peoples: forms of government, domestic life, social mode of
living, family rituals such as marriage, birth, traditional ceremonies, cus-
tom of blood-revenge, tradition of hospitality, traditional beliefs and su-
perstitions, funeral rites, calendars of religious and other celebrations.

The book is supplemented with the recommended bibliographic data-
base and illustrations.
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