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TARIEL PUTKARADZE, MARIKA TEDORADZE

Discussion About the Status of the Megrelian Speech in the
20-30-ies of the 20-th century
/In the scope of the modern context/

In the occupied teritories the Tsarist Russia, which was always acted with the
principle “divide and conquer”, had been tried to offer the regional dialect to
one group of Georgians (Megrelians, Svans and Lazes) as the language of the
church and education, instead of the multi-century Georgian language. After
the offering the regional dialect the next step by the Bolshevik Russia would
probably be the offering of the Russian language.

The Bolsheviks did not care the language of the church, though they had
developed the same policy in the educational and cultural domains in order
to separate the Georgian nation.

With this aim, on the one hand , they tried to substitute the Georgian
language with Russian (with the language of revolution). On the other
hand, they tried to substitute it with the local dialects.

The Bolsheviks established the Kartvelian dialects as the “undeveloped
languages” — “unwritten languages”. The holders of these languages were
considered as “peoples” without culture;

At the same time, the Bolsheviks tried to create the new literary languages and
this action can be qualified as their effort of remaking this group of Georgians
(who had long century civilization) as the “cultural peoples”.

With this aim, since 1922 the Bolsheviks have activated the several groups in
Samegrelo, who were supported by J. Stalin. The worthies individuals and
heroes from Georgia (/Samegrelo} were against to them. The discussion had
lasted from 1922 to 1932. Two main approaches were shaped:

1. The way of separating Georgians linguistically and culturally:
in Samegrelo, Lazeti and Svaneti in the first years of education the
language of education should be the local “language” instead of
Georgian. The local “language” should also be the language of
Press and administration... In sum, their goal was to remake
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Megrelian’s (Svans’s) own historical literary culture like foreign
for the major part of these Georgians.

2. The way of the preserving the historical linguistic unity of
Georgians. Accordingly to the tradition, teaching in Georgian
language at the beginning of the education at the primary schools of
Samegrelo (Svaneti, Lazeti); in case of the necessity, using the local
dialects as the auxiliary means. In sum to save the unity of the
Georgian nation with the saving the historical literary culture.

The broad discussion had been lasted for 10 years and finalized in 1932-33
by the conclusion made by Arn. Chikobava and other linguists, who were
opposed to J. Stalin with the support of L. Beria. Particularly, in our article
on the basis of the archival data we analyze the inexpedient idea of the
“Megrelian language” (also, “Svan language”) schools in details, also the
process of making the conclusion by the particular committee of the
Georgian Communistic government in 1933; we also analyze Arn
Chikobava’s position of compromises.

The present-day discussion about the status of the Kartvelian Idioms is
also discussed in our article on the basis of the archival data; Actually, this
discussion is the continuation of the discussion in 30-ies, particularly:

- Because of the special interest from the international funds to preserve
the endangered unwritten languages, the individuals who would like to
obtain the grants easily, are ready to establish these Kartvelian oral idioms
as the “undeveloped languages” or “unwritten languages”. They offer the
government to adjust the frame of “the Charter of the regional or minority
language” to the unwritten Kartvelian “Languages” (this action will cause
the linguistic and ethnic separation of Georgian).

-The other groups of the scholars or experts fairly think, that we —
Georgians have one mother tongue — Georgian during the so many
centuries, which, at the same time is the National language of Georgia. The
regional varieties of this language are oral Kartvelian idioms. As far as the
statements of the “Charter of the Regional or Minority languages” could
not be spread on the state language varieties, the government of Georgia
have the constitutional obligations, to preserve the Georgian literary
language and Kartvelian dialects from the possible danger.
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oo 60830 Qo 606306 80(/*)006@860 (bm(%ogo, 2014 152) ob@m-

(’00\3@ bo&@mgg(‘ao obggg @ob@@&@g&o jo(’om\g@o ggoc’ng%o:
b-g&-gjoo, 530530.), Q&g&@ooo, eobdo&mso, dmsga&)oo,
@)m&)mfoo o bbg. Y39@me 800)606[) gdggggbo 8@)080@@0@&00 80&—
Oawo 39Gyadwgdol boowogby.
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bogd@Dbom ob@)m@o‘g@ deﬁggb—@gg(&o ongoobamob (‘_‘)8(4700)-
@m(’*)oooba &)8(*13@06@0 23 @mSmGoao. 30@0 boba@om bbg&)g&@-

mo  Lbmggmo  dpgdobgmdps 03y, mhodhobol  bsombol  ogbobimé
bmgggem Jamermgb  ogomol. &, bmbogo Fgbl, bmd Femms ooger
XOOOBDE}OL’ d@o’)sg(ﬁ@o bm%a@o Otj(') @O (4-)(7)60 08 860&78"80 Ongo-
%980 0333000 Ebgb, Lmggml oxbobmbow Fammw gfmes, owd-
Ggo boggemol gbhor-gbho mdebl ©mgdog gdmbhs Lobgmop  Foams-
3035bs. bmgy. Jrowy  bubmemo  Yumoy  ggmédoo bBobo  hobl
Lodmmgddo XIX L. 30-00b0 Forgdoeb (bmbogs, 2013: 100).

mogmbodo  Famewm oogedobggmo Foams xmddol  asocgbebimdgdmem
30600b@0© doohboo 0. a30b(3gmedglo. bmamby d33mggzedo  op-
60dbogl, 1621 Fmob  Jobomm Lodmmdo bLmaggrm  FoamsTo  dbm-
@C‘)Q) 30(47070@0 680(478600 @O%Oﬂbo&)g&'{j@o: 6@6(’1&)&\)80,
hogmos, Fobod, goamos, Jgogbs o ULbs. XIX L. 40-00b6 Femad-

Fo 4o Lmgggeb iy ©J3g300 obo Logmmbrog Jobormmo, obedgo
aoogbobmbgdmmo  Lobgmo (agobigmedyg, 2011: 502). dwmbgdbogoo,

od ﬂo@mt@@o 63“"47860(” @obob@[]b@@ bm%{j@b bobg@og ﬂo@mt@-
o gﬂgg&nga modmgoaob ob@)m@oo méy 30&)006@0@ %’o(’oamggo@-

agboo:
1. Jobor. Foms-o0 > dgab. osem. Foammg-2 > Foamg > sq3b5%.
Joams-3 (g bdmgbob s-0 b >Jdbs > ogmmbyobszes) >
Jemo-d > Jeoerd;
2. Jpbo. Fome-o > Foams + ogbs®.  swy “abdgemo” >
“Foamoyg “phdyro Joo” > Famsy > Fewerd.

1621 Gl oblbgbogds Lmxygemo  awmegwy  (Jud, III,  1970:

433) @Qab O&O 66(060@00 6‘0({30 bobgqﬁmqm&om Q)o 8@860(470-
(')6[_) C')F)OSF)O(/UOL) (47000)6(80. %886(’) 006(4700), @(”)3(’06080[)00)80[) oambo—

3o mbeo oymb dgabmmo ame-e I ym@my “amdy, ©oamdgdi-
o oEaowo”, Bm. a@wms “©oamdgde” ©o gm@eme “oandgds-
@o“. oogboobf](*) 360063 bmog)@ob bobg@oo ¥ [332%], &)obo(j od
860%8 obbgo O&) Udggggao, 80[)0 838&)‘8@0@06 8("’)8@060(‘030’160 (_))0
OL)U 06[)6860: 8‘0 80&7630@0 dogmg%maoa&OQ OdQ’DSO O(Bboob‘c’]&?

3"380('7(380@[)(@”80700)068’ 1976: 168-169) - 836(4" 6"{')‘3"’//6"3%"8
> 0936006. >%-
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BHm3mbodo ommbo Logymgbom Lodmmgddo oblgbogds 1616-
1639 Ggdl dmbol  (4ud, III, 1970: 501). Fob  Fmoblgbogdgb
0a®gm3g  93m3gmo  dobombgbhgdo o dmabombgdos.  Lmgggemb
oqbobmbro gamad  gfmegds, dogéod od gbobg oblbs ob  gdqdbg-
do. gl Lobgmmo bmd osggbobmdo Fobdmdogmmdobs gmaomoym, do-
Fob  Jobormmo  mbpo  oblgdmmoym  obs  ombo  g0hosbo,
0(47088@ *0@0&)0 CBCY)(4780, (4706 Oé) QOL’@S&)QS&O Oé’)G GmeO@
dgalmm dgBy39mgdedo o ob Fgbommdom, 0w yob@Emabono-
men dobomeTo. 0. g30b(3gmedol  obbom, EHmM3mbodol  Jobormmo
gmbds  emmbo  wmboo  Myo3dobpgdmegl  Joblobgrm  omos-b:
OQ’OO-‘O&’O “0@00[} d{ijgoq’o 80%70“ > 0@(‘1&)-0. OCBBOQEJ\O(ZOO bo@-
y300bgbbgdol  Folgdol aomgomobffobgds ag30406b0bgdl, dmd oogbo-
bmbo gobosb@Hol 3obggemFysbm Jobommos o odaged  (33emoemg-
60070 6%00}00 %’Oé’)amjagoq’o: ﬂoé)m OQ’M&O > 0(86006. *QQQ"Q&’ >

0@3&7, 06@0 ﬂoc’ooo. o@m&)o>oogboob. *93@3&)>0Q3&> (630668@0'
dy, 2011: 246-247). 3bmeg. o. g30b(39modgd  ymbopmgds dood-
ybom 03 god@log, bmd XI Lomymbgdo LmogmTo Fdowo aoméb-
?BOL’ gd@gboob ogg&obo Qo o3 gd@gboob 6°6L’°d‘3°"4’86‘8@0 d600-
368@0160[) goam dob oag@gm(ao, 05@06@8@0 boaéc’na@oob broom-
bols @)3&)0@0)(4)00063, bOQoG 0036006325[) oé)och)Q)gb L@(jbmgc/noooo, Qo-
@%6@0 BOOSNO (80@0}30), c’nmag@bog obggg ogmbo {ﬁm@o,
d9bg 4o opogg Lobgrro  Loggrrbo woghdse  (boggrrl  obenog
33300 ommdo)  (3306G9maedy,  0J39)- %3360 obbom, 3bmy.  o.
a30b(3geodol gl gobomeo bodgom@ @0803@5363@00, oolc]a(jo (agod-
@360 bbgo&go/vo obb&)@: 336(/0\@@(30 ommbo ool “Gmdro (060'
390 (no@ va&)o); 801(’0360@ @obogé)g@o; dg@obo; dg@ogbmgg@o“;
oo “dmérolo, dgemobe; boam(ng @)33“; ombygs “am(’ng&og)
beghs,  odmbge”  (ogmmébiy  obmohgds,  0dmérgdo)“  (Jmdomoo,
2010: 324). %3860 oob(/nom, bagob—@odo%g QQU@@BO)ESOO) @mSmBoa
ognemb-olomgol oambogo@o mboo oymlb  0dgmodozo ommbo dm-
bo, bodmbo | bm@m @mSmanob gooog,boob@c’nggob g%ob {33[)06325
bogbg?)om 80670)36@@0@ 80630%600 3(470003. o. BSOGGS@O‘JOL’ dmn-
bo%bgdo.

bmoga@o bmobo 30(’033@0@ @ob@@(ﬁ@g&o 1525-1550

Pengdl ool Bgoagbor  mgndgbdBo  (Jud, I, 1965 179).
OQ%O@WE}&)OS 886&')8@0)0 88@888@860(80 60@0[)0 @O mF)an)o(%ob
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Goombgdols Lobpgodby dogdobg bngygem bmob-U gl
mbmbol//mbnbgo gfmegde. 3. obambmyze GHm3mbod bmob-l Im-
0blgbogdl bmo, by bzbo gmbdgdom ©o doo Jobormmo Fob-
dmmdolo  doohbgsl  (obgmébrmygs, 1954: 176). beab- dobologsb
bofobdmgdo  mbmébol/mbmbg, bmébwgs dgabmmTo  603bogl Lobeml,
obobeagdol, Lobmmdob(yogdody, 1994: 499; 3Foboos,1997: 181;
Jmdomoos,  2010:  730).  Logohomome, @obobobmgdmop  gotgol
segomb  godmadmeps  FgbJdgmeps  bmbol/bmobo. Loymbopmgdm
asambos ol gohgdmgdos, dmd dgabmmdo obol Lodyze mbubo-o,
boi3 603bogh bmbml  Lobgemmbbmb (Jogoos, II, 2002: 471). ob
a0dmgbosbogm, bmd od opgomel  (3bmgbmdobgb gobmJdmmo  bu-
bmgdo s oJgeb doopm  Lmaggmdei Lobgmfmegds, owdie Le-
Joobo  ©odogdom  ygmgael dmombmgl. bo dmogedos, mogmbodo
ob oblbgds ogbobmbr gbobg. wdzgmglo bmoedo gobosbEol 3ok-
390 dmblgbogdol  hmobomgol, 1525-1550 Fmgdl  Fmbol  od
dbobol ooy  ogybobboo  dmbobamds ygb  yowgs ob  doboco-
bmds,  ododmd  meogm  g3ambos,  bmd  wmobm  a300bpgmo
mbmbgo Lobgmo dmdpobobgmdl dgabmmo mbmbg-a ©olobobmg-
dgmo  (sgomo)  30b0sbEologsb.  Logmbopmgdms, dmd  dlgssbo
ﬂ@g(’nog)mbob bobgqo oﬂgb ob@m@o&@@ @om(ao 8@360(473 l.)mo&j@
mbmb-bsg, Lowo ©mgdrgs Fgdmbhgboemo  Jobowmmo  gymgboobe
Qo Gobob 6063&738860. od cgoj@g&ob %omgo@obgogggom, @mSmgo-
dob  obBmboo obg agglobgde: dggh. m-bméb-g-0 > m-byb-g-0 >

ogbo%. mk‘o‘an. (/'70(3 ?336350 bmobo 30(’0006@@ dobo géoamgm—
200 o Jogdobo mbmbgo Lobgmomob y9bh  jopgs  aobobygggos.
3603369mmgobos . a306;39(modol dogb  edmfdgdmemo  Fgbomm-
domo  [Jyobom, bmdgmoz  obombobbmgbo  a30h39698L, bmI  Lm-
a9 bmodBo XVII Lowymbol 80%’@@\8@08@8 %mgm@ Jobooag-
980, 3gédme, dgabgmgdo (3bmgbmdpbgb:  1616-1639  §mqgdTo
Fgoagboem  Bo3zoboolodo  gommmogmb  dogmodosl  gfFobmmmgdol
F0a630 Fgboo: “..bmoblb bmggmoe ogm o Lobobmg ob  oym.
dgédg hgdol 0906000 babsbemg >030mo 309009
dgabgmmgdobsgsb o o®dobo g04og o ogoEadg30bg, Fobwéo
0030003393069 o aobogedgooby...c (Jud, I, 1970: 501; a306¢39-
modg, 2011: 243).
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Jmdmbodo  bomggmo  dobggmow  obEmbpgds  1616-1639
Fmgddo (Jud, III, 1970: 431; 434; 500). bswmggmo dpgdolrgmd-
o 03g0dobpgmo  mbodhobol  boombol  Lmaymgdl  mbobsls o
n@onb Jmbob. hggbo obbom, bsmggame opogge, bo bogwmgmo,
bodgmo 03 myebobgbgmoboast  doomgds  dg@emgbolol  aboo:
bsmggamo < bsgmgamo “srgomo, Looey dmdbsgmgdmmo oym  mo-
g0, Moymdbrogommo  ogomo; Fhgmo, mogmege”, db. xhobggmol
Lobgemo  Bogem “mogm®  (Jmdogmoo, 2010: 718). Lodol aobdodrcyg-
600), @dgm oéols %&0633@0 - 3806330, ;208330(01(4768@0060, II,
1993: 247). o3bogo, Ggbodmms, bomggame &Jdgmes 03 oe-
aoeb, Loo 80bobdmdebyb dmdihm Bmdol 3bgmo  g3bhobigemg-
d0. Loymobopmgdms, Gmd ymgomo bmggrm  bswmggameb  Losbenm-
39L, 4mombol Jgobg obolb oo o dpobobyg bmgsmo, Gmdmgd-
Los, . a30bGgmoadol ¥gdobo  (36mdoom, oxbobgdo beagsan Lobg-
Moo  owboTboggb o gl goboobEo  Jobowmmo bsmggam-o gmb-
dolgob oggbhogodobooobs o svy > @ 3bmiglolb gboom ool do-
0gdnwo: bagggen-o > bmfagn. d43ggedo yphomgdel ozgal o3
a0bgdmgdel, Gmd ogbobmbd gboTdo o3 Lodyzol obgzg oblgdm-
dob  dgdmbggzedo wbo g3imbmps ol B gm®ds, obodge
oqbobmbo  gbol  gmbg@ogmb  bmbdoms  dobgrgom  godebormo

“bosgogm  [baagoam]  g0boobEo, bmdgmoz  dgabmmBo  dmag39dcos
bgagaamo qymddol, boi ob obgmbgds. g.0. Losbommobm moym-
b0do3, dmols o dobobol Lobgmados Bgddbomos Lffmbge dga-
bmmo  ©o  dghge  bobgbbgdo oqbobmbdo.  BHm3mbodol  domgdol
g%o oba 688[}05860: @ogm > 303&7. Baﬂm > Bagpga@-o >

bogggm-0 > sqgbsb. bmgsm.
1616-1639 §F. oo 1616-1621 §F. Dgoagboem  omymdgb-

#9090 boblgbgdos moymbodo msmodys (Jud, III, 1970: 476-477),
boi dgabmmo  b0dbogl “mgmol bedobl®. dopbdmbod msmodys-b
ogad0bggmo  360d3bgmmds  dgibogbms  dogh  Lbgoobbgeboohoc
obol gobdobdgdmmo. 3. obgmbimygel obbom, “Lobgmfmpgde o3

SQOSO@OL)O Qoqnodaa bO@UBObO@USOU) 60%603[) (NG dOQOL}O,
8@060&78 bo%@g(’nobo“ (0660’)&70‘1380, 1 954 1 28) %8860 O%&Om,

QQQ’OJBO 886&7‘8@0@ O<4)OL) Qago? dab, OBL@ “QOQ’Ob 8030&)0“
QO 0(/*70 ‘[@8@8 dOQOL}O, 8@060(4')8 L)O%(I)SA)OL)O“. . 68&)0(;0[)00)80[)

Qoqmdaa, “...(50(133-89060(*)3[) BO(BGOSL)“. (/Y)(Y)Bm({")(j 086(‘0&)0 O@BOCH-
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603[), “mogob @(47(0063 ol 60@06 Sm@o@od@@ 3(0073\3@36[) Yon-
ébols 6088('“80 04™. bond ok %’oé)amo(ggg[)—@o gb 8@060&73 Lo%-
@30(0[) Gb@@obo Qo m@o@ob bog&obmogmb Dndol? o0 (8380)63330-
o mQ)o(Bob bog&obm%mb Qob. boobq;gévo@ 8@. @o@od%o @6@0
gggg@@obbao“. XVII bogd\ggzﬁo Qoamg’%%t@@o gb @mSmBoao
M439 bo%@aéob %oamabo@&]@o oqm(/v) oym (BS@OdO, 1967: 168).
3. Gbogmoo LCJcBé)m 80(470)86\3@0@ 800%633L, o, Gogo&@obo Qo o.
30({);8060[3 60630(’0@360[), g Qoqmdao bo@ago-bo@;jgom obols
6eper PEKH, 06@ a(gogo(vmb bodoho Qo mog(goSo&)BS@og) obg
96430 Lbmggemb  (Gbooos, 2004: 42). og@mbo  Ledobormosbo
SOO%GQSL), brnd 30@(«)0)6080 0703@030(4738@0@ %)0508010@636@0 ™Mo-
deoab, 9. o. @obob@g&@@o 3{363@0[) bobg@b Qo {888@86 83@01-
60dools (88@860@ 0380 0d 3@060@0[) bobagnxp, <4>m88@06 dols ho-
MOOMo. L@(B<4>m %gb@og: obgo*) o 3@060&)3[;, é)mgm(oogoo
Qa@odao, %88%8&7860 @gﬂbgao Vao&m ((HQ)&. bmc&]@o Vao@odaa,
(’f)maggvtaog oglg]@obbaggo (’Y)omGo) o oo @oymy. 033@06 goama—
Q)OGO(/')D, Qo@odao @6@0 @o&ﬂango Qoqvodgob 3(%0)-0(47070 (8860—
doqaob, Qg@ob - 6030&7[}, bm@m (388@6018 @6@0 j@g@@ogm oﬂ
60%860@0 Q)obob@a%ob bob{]@o@. 83@m60800b ngoaa 8@03068
bmqg@ob bob{)@o 2000300 8@060(473063. . gsoGGUQodob 8063@-
300, 8@060(’*)3 Qo@odaob “...aggc’mg@ @oo@gé]@%g Qoqmdao, bon-
mom oqgbobmbop ssamdys gfmegde. oggbeobmbo gmbds Fyobmad-
To ob Qob@@(o@g&o 80(806, (nm(pgbog 886(4"8@0 30(47006@0 joéo-
2RI %780506136(30 Qoam%’ag&@@oo 1639 %)O'\V’OQ)OB b\?mé)g@
Qa@odaab Lobom o 3(’*)530 od 8@060@0[} 6030(’*)063 8@380(’*)3 Lbm-

ageel,  Loo  ooobgdol  Lobebmmgz dasds. dgdwgy  Lobgemo
dgBmbodool  gBoo  dpobobgbg  aowo@ebome”.  dologg  Jdoo,
oqbobmbo  segndys  dopgdumos  samoadye-bageb s  dob(3zmols
aoboJdbom 3o dyghgdo o o bdmgbol bgomsoom. ozBHmbo
0d3g ombodbogl, bmd @s dobzmol  odagedo  Jigze wgbe b
obol ogbobmbolomgol, Gobos sobEmbgdl J. mmdmsmodol do-
8(4) @0@6860@0 %’8[)07 (47(')8@0[) 8068@80@067 0'1(470 ) (a\)) bamSO'
bo od 9b60To [obhdmogdbgds @s dob3zmobyebos. dgzboghol  ob-
boom,  Lobgmo  bmd  oqbobmboweb  Igbmmoym  dgabrmemdo,  od
@dogobdgaggo LC]BQO O&)baz}@@oﬂm *0@66\), (4)06 OA)L)OQ QOL’@{D&)'
©qds. > bdmgboo ofygdmm  omdggdl  yo oxbobmbdTo dgmébg s
bdmgobo  obobmegl  ghogol, doToboedy, . ag30bigmedol  oy-
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30639%0m, 0b33930, GmI  dobobol  LobgmTo  oggbobmdds  g6sd
mébo > bdmgobo Fobdmidbs s dobrzgmol  Lobosgmme o gL
mbeo  dmdbpoboym  dbmmmo 03 FHgbodmboobyg ogbobos dobmd-
bogo  obobmgdol  Ddgdamd, obw XVIIL Lowmymbol  oobofyolo-
©ob  (agobigemedyg, 2011: 44). o dmmmb, wmsmodys bmd bsd-
gomo  bmggmol  Lobgemo  oym,  0do%g  dommomgdl  “Loeodmm

aodmbogogmo ©ogméol doboffghgdos” (1616-1621
§7.): “.0omodysb Lobobemg@ogo dmog®)ebbgb Loopaodm-
Lo..."; “...gbodob  dmogeddob  Lobobmol msmodyob gimglosdo  yo-

do Lfobmb®; “sdob gobgo dobmgdl Lomomoadaml  gozgdbe... (Jud,
I, 1970: 476). 3 4mbEgdb@gdoeb a0dmdpobodyg, moemodye-do
0dobo  0ammobbdgde  @olobmagdmmo  spaomo s ohe  mgol
3obhby dgdodg Lobobemg.

08&060@, Ob@mé)o‘@@o bogﬂmagob 8m6068882}0b 8058@800_)

Q606@36o, é’)(’)a

1. oogndgh®gddo  oebBpbgdnwe  ggwmgdmeg  yagws
808330&)3\)@0 osmémSmsoao 30&)0)80@‘0"’0 Vaéam?maoboo. 08
30&)[.)068@0’)0 8@0&)86@86b ‘886(’)8(47000') 0%)06@8@0 00360%8070[)

80%’0%3 8@360@3 jo&m{j@ bmqg@g%rgo (6'3‘3'8’ momono,
Gaﬂosa-g@o, mb'g&)ao, Bo@o (qum-g), Bo-ggaqm...).

2. XVI-XVIIL  bomymbggddo (83@8360@ bo&gmayao oEobdmdg-
6@@0 30m6&>oq30~gmo babama?)ol) f]aéoamabm%o 35«12)&)03.5Q
aasadv{]masabo bo3V035m6&>m jo&:omg@ ©> 3036@@
msmaobéodmsb. domo 60%’0@0 @ng 1439 %mggéod@@og
ool oQo\B@o&g&@@o, N 30@00%600686@@00 ocgboob@&) 360063.
08%30(*)00: 30@0 (>oq35o°6. 3@0&"‘3), 23998 (>o<35o°6. gog),
00mMOM0 (>eq3l$a°6. m@gm-oboo moq’omob (3050 ), oqu&)o

(>a%5a°6. 3@36) , Bmo&oo//mhﬂéao (>o<5l‘)o°6. m%oéag) ,
Balﬂﬂgmo (>og5a°6. Bm;?on), 3a&73o60bda&m (>ag|§a°6.
Bobdsm-adss  Bobdsamob  (3oby ),  momodys  (Soggbok.
ssamdge), obshosh gmg  (Gogbe®.  sbakos),  dubmébo,
503305@0, bahobm. ob@m&)oﬂ@ E]o&;m-g@ @mBmsoamo
GaVoqm oaﬂaaog w4339 ) o&;l&abm&b. 3[)350.):
l)tg2)00'3o//btg?)a//b-gaao//btgaao, 55305033@0//5.53a533o//5.>3.>53m//
Soﬂosotg&)o, Bcdamaamovn, Qaﬁtg, @30@&){1//@)303&»@. ﬂo(’omga—
@L@@ @m?}mGoSmo boaéogggb 88‘47 8030%@%@ 60650@@@0 0y~
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3.

bopovmo  mydgb@gdol  edysgmms o gdagbmgdol  (3o-
ooogmbms,  g3obymdmbors o Ubgo  Lobiyemoghm  3obhoo)
0300b90mdolo o 0bEoogbobmb  aobfymdol, g06o0ob  aodmg-
m9boem  BHmdmbodms  33ysdobogmo  s3bsbubo  gobosbEgdob
Jrboggmud  [rbdmdsgmmdsh  d@yo3gdb  bmpmbi  dsmo
dnbgmmmyonb-bgdsb@oynbo 530bgdehgdsbo, obg
s3bsbybo  gbobsmgol sdsbsbosmgdgame  bo@ggsmbgbbgdob
fobgdob asmgsmobfobgds, boz  asdméboibost  od  Lobgmmors
oqbobmby Fobrdmdogmmdols.

XVI-XVIII  bowymbggdBo gbymb-smemébob  JwmsdobsbgmTo
fgéb 40093 sbbgdmdes gboosbo Jobogganebo
Am3mbodogmbo boghg, Gmdgmor 6 ogm Igdwoghgmamo
3«1[)‘3@ Mabo%mo asol) r{;mﬁa@odf]&m ©° @m&msoaodf]&m
degmgdom, bobo oobEmbgdl 0dogg 3gbomedo Lbgs §g-
bommdoon  ov)  gobh@Emgbogonm  [yebmgddo  obobmmo  obgmo
mo4mbodgdos,  bmgmboigos:  dgres,  fogwmbos,  bymbdhs,
dm]go, 3bohs (bhsbeos), ©6Tos, bymh-ob owvblobgdnmo
ol)dva&)oo 30(’*)006@0, daod)m-g]@o//Bod)atgéo, daav‘jgamo,
obsmibo, dobhgbymo, Bgysbo, Jshams /1 dgbgmms, mFu-
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SOPIO KEKUA

Abkhazian Onomastic According to
Historical Documents

Georgian legal documents contain important information about
Georgia. Judicial documents of X-XIX centuries reflect the political,
cultural, religious or social inner state of the country in different periods of
time. Among these documents legal ones are of great importance. They
also reflect onomastic units, such as: first names, family names and
toponyms; among them are the names which are either completely lost or
underwent serious changes. The data registered in these documents give us
the information which either cannot be found in other sources or need
additional verification. For example, these documents might indicate to the
origin of the name, its migration root, or the reason of changing the
language or nationality by the part of this family name. It also gives us the
possibility to verify who used to live on the given are, coming out from the
analyses of the spread in that geographical area toponyms, etc.

The given report displays the results of the analyses of Legal
documents and the onomastic situation on the territory of Abkhazia in late
mid-centuries.

Majority of the material under study covers XV-XVIII centuries, as for
the geographical boundaries of the research material, it starts from the river
Enguri and goes on a continuous basis to the center of contemporary
Gulripshi Region; beyond this are named only Bichvinta and three nearby
villages. ; there is no information on other large or small geographical
objects in the documents covering Kodori-Psou river basin, but Tskhumi;
there is no mentioning of the names and family names of their inhabitants
as well. Common explanation of this phenomenon is the following: the
ancestors of the Abkhaz started to settle on the lands at the left bank of the
river Codori, or modern Ochamchire region, only at the turn of XVII-
XVIII centuries. Naturally newcomers who were pagans and/or
Muslims have no legal-social obligations before the Abkhaz
Catholicon and Georgian Church, which determines the fact that there
are no mentioning of names, family names and geographical names of the
Abkhaz origin, in the given historical legal documents. Besides, majority
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of the population of the Engur-Kodori basin in that particular period, were
still Georgians.

This conclusion is verified by the onomastic materials revealed in
these documents, according to which, often, first names, family names or
toponyms of Georgian origin are already based on morphological
inventories of Abkhaz origin or contain names, family names and
toponyms changed according to the ponotactics of the Abkhaz language.
Some of them are presented in the report.

First names: skuam-il-e-i // skvam-il-e-i < *skvam-il-a-i < *skvam-
il-a-j ,beautified”, skuam-i$-i-a > skum-is-i-a ,,beauty”; uci-a, ucardi-a
megr. uca ,black”, daskud-a megr. ,stayed*; mumacgind-a megr. .l am
bored; misxunud-a megr. I prefer”; guris-ia megr. ,hearty” toskvam-
ia megr. ,,beautiful eyed* etc.

Family names: meporia megr. ,,idle worker®, ,,the one who conceals*;
bigua < bigva megr. “bulky, fat, stout” subukia megr. ,,very thin, light*;
xvingia < xvingua megr. ,eating disgustingly too much®, toro%ia megr.
toronji ,,pigeon’; grublaia, ciskarava, kon3aria etc.

Toponyms: ¢ala (€lou), gupu, ilori, xoiri, xauZeli, galizga etc.

According to historical documents are established that:

1. All transparent anthroponyms registered in the documents are of
Georgian origin. Bearers of these names used to live in, situated on
the territory of modern Abkhazia, Georgian villages (gupu, tiliti,
naZaneuli, oxurei, ¢ala (¢lou), xauZeli...).

2. Majority of verified in XVI-XVIII centuries’ documents
geographical names linguistically belong to literary Georgian or
Megrelian onomasticon. Part of them today is phonetically adapted
or transformed by the Abkhaz language. They are: ¢ala (>Abxaz
¢lou), Gupu (> Abxaz. g’ap), Tiliti (Abxaz. TIt’t-abaa ‘fortress of
Tilit), ilori (> Abxaz EI’r), xoiri // Oxurei (>Abxaz. Ox'rej), xauZeli
(>Abxaz. xo%al), Marmariskari (> Abxaz. Marmal-abaa ‘fortress of
Marmal), galizga (> Abxaz. Aalzga), Anarias gele (>Abxaz.

Anaria), Muxuri, Bi¢vinta, Sa€ino. Part of the historical Georgian

toponyms do not exist anymore. They are: camxari, SubeiSi // Sube //
Subei // Subvi, Nazaneuli // Naznevi // Nazaneo // NazZanauri,

Nakagmeliu, gacu, tqauru // tgavru. The multiplicity of Georgian
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toponyms cannot be ascribed to the desire or arbitrariness or anti-
Abkhaz attitudes of the authors or customers of those documents
(Catholicos, Bishops and other clergy), as the revealed Georgian
roots of the present day Abkhaz versions of toponyms are verified
as in their morphological-semantic peculiarities, so are the
characteristic for the Abkhaz language rules about the borrowed
words; all these rules out the Abkhaz origin of these words.

In XVI-XVIII centuries in the basin of Enguri-Kodori rivers still
existed the universal Georgian toponymic space, which was free from
any phonetic and toponymic models of Abkhaz origin, which in its
turn is verified by used in the latters and cartographical sources of the
same period —ioconyms, such as: Bedia, cipuria, Skuréa, Mokvi,
Dandra (Dranda), PSia, Skur-i, the version of Turkish iskuria,
kvitouli // Pitauri, kamuleti, Txalari, Marcxuli, Zegani, Margula //
Merkula, Okumi, Pucquri, xeti, Gagida, OluSe, SatamaSa,
cqurgili-Spurgili, tkvaja, papati, carce, ¢xortoli, Bargepi, Nabakia,
Gogieli, Zirpi3i, Satan3o, etc. the analyzed toponyms create the same
structural models as the ones that are still characteristic for the
Samegrelo toponyms and covers the territory of Enguri-Kodori basin
too. Comparison of the present and that period morphological
inventory shows no difference as well. All these confirm that,
compiled in XVI-XVIII centuries ecclesiastic documents with
absolute accuracy display the Georgian reality.

Onomastic unites confirmed in ecclesiastic documents should be
considered as the basic layer, which ancestors of Abkhaz encountered
when coming to Georgia and which later precipitated in their
language and reached us in a slightly transformed form.

The territory between Enguri and Kodori was the organic
continuation of Samegrelo onomastic space.
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VLADIMIR KIKILASHVILI

Language as a Means of Creeping Aggression
(Russian Policy in the Caucasus Region)

Russian language policy began to form in the first years of the 19th
century. Here we must make a distinction between the two main aspects there-
of: temporal and spatial ones. Both aspects comprise a number of basic levels.

The first level of the temporal aspect is the Russification of the South Ca-
ucasus, namely the introduction of the Russian education in Georgia — Tbilisi
was the place where the very first secular “Russian school” was opened.

The next stage was the Committee for the Restoration of Orthodoxy,
whose aim was the transfer of the Georgian Orthodox Church to the Russian
language-based religious rites.

We must pay special attention to the attempts to substitute the Georgian
script with the Cyrillic alphabet. Two stages must be singled out here: the first
one taking place before the October revolution of 1917, and the second one —
occurring during the Soviet era. It must be emphasized that Nicholas Marr,
who advocated the idea of the global introduction of the universal alphabet,
opposed the introduction of this alphabet for the Georgian and Armenian
languages.

There was the similar situation in the North Caucasus, which by the time
did not have its own alphabet with the exception of the script of 7th-15th
centuries AD, executed in the Georgian graphical system and the first Avar-
language inscriptions, made in Georgian and Arabic graphical systems (1485
AD). The first Avar printed text, executed in the Arabic graphical system, was
published in 1884 in Istanbul. It was a piece of religious literature. In the
period from this moment to the October revolution, there were printed 100
books in total.

The introduction of the Russian graphical system was met with certain
opposition. It was confronted with the Arabic script.

In the Soviet era, the officials carrying out the Russification policy used
the mistake made before and offered the Latin alphabet to the North Caucasian
peoples. This was initiated by the Chairman of the Azerbaijani Central
Committee S. A. Aghamali-oghli. He gave a report on his opinion to V. Lenin,
who dubbed the idea as “the beginning of the cultural revolution among
Turks”.
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By the time, many peoples of the Russian Empire had the scripts based on
the Arabic graphical system. The task of the new, revolutionary government
was to break the links between these peoples and the rest of the Islamic world
and their religion.

“The transfer to the Latin graphical system has a paramount importance —
it tears down the wall between the European and the Muslim cultures,
bringing the East and the West closer together”, said A. Mikoyan, a member
of the Bureau of the Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party, during the
conference dedicated to the Latinization of the script in 1925.

This move was followed by the decade-long debates and confrontation.
Eventually, the Caucasians exhausted by the debates and reprisals were made
to consent to the introduction of the “neutral Cyrillic alphabet”.

Here we must make a special mention of the events which ensued after
the Latinization of the alphabets of the Caucasian languages. As we know, in
1862 P. Uslar developed for the Abkhaz language an alphabet based on the
Cyrillic with the addition of several Georgian and Latin graphemes. In 1926,
the Abkhaz language was selected for a linguistic experiment — N. Marr
decided to develop the Abkhazian analytical alphabet as a version of the
intended universal worldwide alphabet — the first step of the introduction of
the universal worldwide language. Marr however could not see the difference
between scholarly transcription and practical alphabet and this is why his idea
was doomed to the failure. Neither the attempts made by N. Yakovlev could
save Marr’s idea from the inevitable collapse. Although he devised a formula
for the mathematical construction of alphabets, still his effort was also in vain.
Perhaps, the cause of this was the fact that he did not take into account the
ideal quality of the Georgian alphabet and the positive experience of the
Caucasian Albanian alphabet in the field of the development of the ideal
alphabet for multi-sound language.

We do not intend to discuss here the attempts to develop alphabets for the
Abkhaz language, since this is the field of the specialists in the Abkhaz
language who can better cope with the task and can better highlight another
example of the Russification policies. We would like simply to state that
Russia managed to succeed in its plans only in the North Caucasus. As for the
propagation of the Orthodox Christianity in the Caucasus region, this effort of
Russia was supported by the Institute for Bible Translation.
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Fmopeb 9. . Ledbbgom mlgmBo Lodmpmme  dumbmmo  aboggoge
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GIORGI SOSIASHVILI

The Ossetian Language and Culture in Georgia
(the Past and the Present, General Review)
Summary

The relationship of Ossetian and Georgian people has existed for centuries.
From the Middle Ages there was an active relationship of Georgian Kingdom
with the Ossetians that settled in the mountainous part of the North Caucasus.
The active relationship was expressed both by military connections and
dynastic marriages, which provided more stability to the relationship of both
people. In order to illustrate the above said, we will name Parnavaz, Giorgi I,
Bagrat IX, Giorgi III family ties with the Heads of Ossetian Associations in
the North Caucasus. In the rapprochement of Georgian and Ossetian people, a
big role was played by spreading Christian religion in the North Caucasus.
The Royal Government of Georgia greatly contributed to the cultural
development of Ossetian people. Many Ossetian public figures of the XVIII —
XIX centuries had an active cultural life. From this point of view, we can
name the activities of the leader of Ikorta Monastery Archimandrite Gamaliel,
and also loane lalguzidze. At the end of the XIX century, the culture of
Ossetians was taken to the higher level by Kosta Khetagati, whose successors
were: Davit Jioevi, Giorgi Bestauti, Revaz Asaevi, Napi Jusoiti etc. According
to the constitution of Independent Republic of Georgia special rights were
given to the ethnic minorities living in Georgia, among them were the
Ossetians. There were administrative, cultural and linguistic rights of the
ethnic minorities in the constitution. Despite this fact, there was a myth in
Bolshevik circles as if the Osseatians together with other ethnic minorities
living in the Democratic Republic of Georgia were oppressed. There is a set
phrase — creeping occupation - which appeared after the occupation of
Georgian territories by Russia, and it means advancing the occupation line.
We will be right to use the phrase “creeping assimilation” towards the
Ossetian people that are under the “protection” of Russia. The introduction of
two state languages in the so-called constitution of Ossetians is a vivid threat
to the Ossetian language. The linguistic assimilation in the enormous state
threatens with complete extermination of material or spiritual culture of
Ossetian people, their customs and traditions.
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MANANA TABIDZE

Languages of Nonnative People in Georgia
Summary

The article discusses obstacles to the integration of non-Georgian
speaking population into the civil society of Georgia and the international
scientific-political criteria that evaluate this society.

The linguistic and ethnic peculiarities of the population are related to the
reasons and consequences of choosing the main directions of the language
policy pursued by the state (or in the case of the wrong statehoof in this
country, policy towards this country). And as soon as we consider the
ethnic-linguistic composition of the population, the question of the
necessity of classification of the population on different grounds will
immidiately be arisen; All the cases concerning the classification of the
population are grossly interesting. The main thing is that almost every type
of classification envisages the linguistic affiliation of the linguistic group
to the individual group and the linguistic approach to the rest of the
groups.
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BELA SHAVKHELISHVILI

Contemporary Discussions on the Status
of the Tush Speech Codes
Summary

Tsova-Tushian is a community language (spoken mainly in the
families) without a written language. The local population is equally fluent
in Georgian and their community language because they are just as
valuable for them as the Georgian dialects and literary language for any
Georgian. Their Georgian is a bit different with its slight intonation
peculiarities characteristic of literary speech.

Tsova-Tushian community speech in the Iberian-Caucasian family is
grouped together with Vainakh because of their partial lexical-grammatical
kinship which is 1/3 while 2/3 is Old Georgian and Georgian, which in
some scientific literature is allegedly considered to be borrowed from
Georgian. We think that in this regard its in-depth study is necessary.

The article deals with the terminology of the Tsovati community
population of Tusheti (toponyms, ethnos), which the neighbour tribes try
to explain through their language-culture. I think that everyone should
understand the thesis that identity is not just the unity of certain vocabulary
- there are many other components that are decisive: anthropological data,
self-consciousness, spirituality, mentality, historical roots — taking into
consideration their historical path and many other things.
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mosh dsmgdgomob “obgymmobub-Jsbermao
oQomaaaob Qtaf]l)odmso“

P39b  Fobodge  wmeopqbo  Fbmdol  Fggae, bmdgmoz aoble-
Jmobgdmmo  mogdedmmdon  ohmds  Joboggem  Fogbogh  Lobmao-
mgdol  3bmagbmbds momoeb domgdgomds. bobl 3mlged 0ogded-
mmdol 0do@md, bmd od DgbeboTbogo L3gzoomobEolbs o, woo-
3me, dmegelly oedosbol  wWedbsg moblgdsms Fmbol  megdosd-
mmds ol moblgdos, bmdgmos dogmosh bTobow omos hggbl Le-
bogomadol, ©o Gmdgmbo b 0wy ob  odyze, dbgmop  ovy
20dm0dmogqgdl  oodosbo.

0d  gJLogmbol  IgLffogmole o  ©odMToggdol  LoJdggdo  ggb
30093 §ob obol o yggmoenbol Fgdhbggele o opFgbsl, (3bo-
oo, o8 dmymg Fgbomdo g9éb Fg3dmgd, doabed Bg3gi0980  0d
¢odgbodg dmdgbd by asgedebgomm ymbopmgds, dmdgmoi asobbe-
Jmobgdon  ggobgmmo o LoobEgbgbme hgdmgol, Jobowmmo gbol
I dogobomgol, Gopaob dg, dobowop, o mgibogmbl, wobggmgl
ymgolo, Jobommo 9bomdg3boglgdol Fobdo@gdow smgodsed:

1. 69d0Ldogbo Logombol goobbgds mgmboom bpgds, doabed og-
mbos 39603 ©o080gds o 3903 3bs]Bogol dTmdgmo  aobpgde
9330bommo  dobogmol  g3mbodgb@mébo (3mebol aobgdg. odo@mdo-
(oo, bmd yagme dbmbggmo 39b Imghggze mgbogmbol Igagbol
mddodglle o Logdome wdowmé LoJdgh (omdizo bgdobdogho §oa-
bogbo  o@edosbo  dmobgbbadl dg@)-bogmade gedobmmmo  mgméo-
Mo BhodBo@ob  ofghab).

2. mgdbogmbol Igagbs  (3bowos, goby  mgdbogmbbge  Lomdedo)
dmombmal  mgdbogmabogool  (3mebol, mommgmmo  Lodyzolb  asb-
dobrgdol ymbEgdb®gddo dmdogdolo o dgdm{fdgdol, ULbgs mglLo-
30b693T0  sbommaombo dobool ybodogmmop goobbgdol, a06dob-
@8600)0 bo%@b@)ob, b@ogvob@)od@@—mé)mm%é)oogog@o 6080&)0){3@(0—
dob mbbmbggmymazol, dyombagmo smo@méool gbmdbogo  4md3g-
39600l gomgomolfobgdel, o  gbmdbog omemb,  gbmdbogo
9304900 ©o(330L o goagy dbsgorm  db0T3bgmmaeb  mz0lgdobo
o (3mEbol; bmdgmomogsb Lym m@e mbo gbol bgdofgsbooo
(3mEbs  LogomEgdmmm  dobhmdsos;

3. mobydboon mgJlogmbos Iméol opomdms mgJlogmbo  Lobow-
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