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Abstract

All epochs, all stages of development are characterized in the formation of the united
system of artistic language, specific features of expression. Symbolic-expressive features of
choreo language created in pre-Christian epoch, society’s attitude to it, its relation with
various branches of art, stylistic features of separate examples allow to ascertain the epoch of
affiliation for the choreo culture, and its place in common cultural space. The aesthetics of
collective creation, multifaceted nature, and specific character of artistic expression is
defined by the specific language of the choreographic construction of each dialect.
Reconstruction method, heredity plays significant role in the semiotic-functional analysis of
the artistic language of this or that epoch, because this process is based on the ascertainment-
classification of lost dialects and specific dance examples, restoration of their general
aesthetics and most importantly, of presumable spoken language.

Essential problems of the research topic isexpressed in two directions: documentation of
dance dialects and interrelation between the dialects.



Chapter I of the work entitled Definition of Dance Dialect, touches upon the
introduction of the new term ‘dialect’ into choreo space. Discusses the essence of dialect, as a
notion basing on linguistic and musical dialectology. “Dialect” — is a new term in the history
of choreography and field of theory, and its introduction in this field is advisable. Definition
of this term was put on the agenda in Georgian choreography, much later than in linguistics
and ethnomusicology. The idea of introducing ‘dialect’ as a term in dance art, research
ofseparate dialects and their interrelation belongs to choreographer and choreologist, professor
Rezo Chanishvili? In folk choreography dialect is defined as language of dance. Movement,
combination of movements, performance manner and style are characteristics of a dialect. The
definition of dance dialectcan be formulated as follows: dance dialect is folk art of an ethnic group in
certain territorial location, with individual artistic features, distinguished from common root-language,
which maintains links with national roots.

The process of formation and division into dialects took place in remote past. Division
was based on the differentiation of one whole. As a result, each independent dialect united
common Georgian ethnic features; there was no strong polarization of prehistoric
ethnos’aesthetic consciousness and division process of the united choreo language into
dialects did not go far as in spoken language. Despite having maintained united look, each
dialect has acquired its characteristic image. Due to the influence of various factors —
historical, geographical, ethnic or political, fairly diverse colourful intonation spectrum has
been formed in Georgian dance art.

It is impossible to define and classify basic peculiarities of certain dialect basing on
historical, authentic materials, homogeneously, with the consideration of certain structural
principle, because reasoning from common ground Georgian choreographic dialects turned
out to bear genre characteristics, content and expression means absolutely different from
each other.

Linguists and ethnomusicologists ascertain chief three reasons of dialect formation: 1)
Lingual, or musical factor; 2) Ethnicfactor; 3) Historical- geographical, political factor. We can
freely use the same criteria for the definition of choreographic dialects and suggest them as
follows:

1. Choreographic factor per se;

2. Historical-geographical factor;

3) Ethnicfactor.

On its part the root-language of Georgian choreography, reasoning from Georgia’s
ethnical diversity, can be manifested in as many dialects, as many provinces, ethnographic
regionsthere are in Georgia: Khevsuretian, Pshavian, Mokhevian, Tushetian, Mtiuletian,
Kartlian, Kakhetian, Meskhetian, Rachan, Abkhazian, Svan, Imeretian, Gurian, Acharan,
Megrelian, Laz dialects and urban folklore. Division of dialects has revealed the formation of
a dialectic circle of two large families, West and East. Also defined are the peculiarities of
highland and lowlanddialects.

When ascertaining interrelation between dance dialects, ethnic parameters, do not
obey general norms of historiography and the regularities of geographical
proximitydominate. For instance, Laz-Acharan, and neighbouring Gurian (expressed only
and conditionally by “Khorumi”) are united in one dialect; Megrelian and Abkhazian reveal
more closeness basing on the authentic material; intersection quality of Rachan and

3 Chanishvili R., Letters on Choreography, Book 1, Tani, Tb. 2002, p.32



Svandance dialects is higher in term of round-dance examples; grouping according to
ethnicfeaturesis more expressed in Rachan and East Georgia dance lexicon, which is
grounded by historical upheavals (large migration from East Georgian mountains to
mountainous Racha) in olden times. Besides, we cannot ignore the existence of the
influences which Georgian culture suffered reasoning from the geographical, political and
economic conditions, Georgia underwent on various stages of development. Migration of
cultures defines artistic-stylistic direction both inside and outside the country. Our
neighboring countries suffered the influence of Georgian culture and Georgia also adopted
their characteristic features.

Chapter II of the work, DanceDialects of West Georgia, discusses several dialects.
Western part of Georgia is characterized in particular dialectal variety. The topic is presented
on the basis of Acharn, Laz, Megrelian, Abkhazian and Rachan choreography.

Chapter III, Interrelation between Dance Dialects touches upon the aspect of
interrelation between dance dialects. The root-language of Georgian dance dialects, even
after the process of division into dialects is common for all dialects. Besides, each dialect is
boasts ancient common Georgian creative thinking. Thus, their culture is defined by
structural, artistic and stylistic characteristics grown from one syncretic basis. Historical
development regularitiesof the art grown from Georgian folk roots globally followone path.
Nevertheless, each part of united syncretism develops its characteristic line.

Relicts and rudiments reflect long, chronologically distant and scattered in time facts
and events. Basic artifact documented in one location in ancient past, due to historical
upheavals (impact, influence)are also reflected (documented) in other location. For instance,
Dialectal interrelationbetween Racha and EastGeorgia (lowlands and highlands) was based
on big immigration from East Georgia to mountainous Racha.*This detail has resulted from
the influence of ethnical factor from the history. Peculiarities of Acharan and Laz folk art are
reviewed basing on the impact of ethnical-religious factor.

The research of interrelation between dialects has revealed the unity of two - East and
West Georgian dialects. WestGeorgia is distinguished for dialectal variety. Ethnic and
geographical parameters are known to play significant role in ethno choreography, as well as
in ethnomusicology. But the research in choreography has revealed geographic-areal to be
most important in the formation and definition of dialectal choreo language, in the process of
mutual influence.

The development level of certain dialects differs from each other. Danceexamples have
been preserved in the mountains thanks to its seclusion and purpose to conserve the culture.
Whilst in the lowlands the examples are slacked and in certain cases, disappeared. Thus, it is
practically impossible to define the development level and certain trends, by the research of
dialectal interrelation. Besides, existing individuality of dialect does not allow conducting
such research.

It is very difficult to document the initial and ascending line in the development of
dialects, on the example of Georgian choreography because of lost dance examples. Absence
of folk example containing authentic dance lexicon, and rooted out dialectin certain cases,
makes it impossible to define the vector of development. E.g. Lechkhumian dance dialect,
the samples of whicharen’t available. The same can be said about Imeretian dance dialects. In

“Excerpt from the work: MaisuradzeN. Georgian Folk Music and its Historical-ethnographic Aspects,
Metsniereba, Thilisi, 1989,p. 14.
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certain cases, we have such stage-type examples, that author’s creation cannot be used as the
basis ground as it is very far from authenticity.

Interrelation between dance dialects is also interesting in terms of performers. From
this standpoint female and male repertoires differ from each other, however not as much as
in folk music because a large number of round dances are performed by both women and
men. Whilst ancient traditions in East Georgia forbid even public appearance of a man and
woman together, to say nothing of dancing together. Many dances jointly performed by
women and men have survived in West Georgian mountainous regions Racha and Svaneti;
they dance in a circle holding each other by hands or arm in arm. In Samegrelo roun dances
are also performed jointly by men and women. Standard duet dance with expresses dialectal
interrelation with Rachan “Oghro-choghro”, Megrelian “Arira and Kakhetian “T'sangala da
Gogona”.

The processes going on within the dialect turned out to be very interesting for showing
interrelation of choreo language; they revealed transitive zones, for example Imereti with is
related to racha with one example, round dance “Madli makharalobelsa”.

Proceeding from the intermediate status of the dialect Rachan dance dialect has two
directions: to East Georgian lowland regions — Kartli-Kakheti and mountainous regions —
Tusheti, Pshavi, Khevsureti, Khevi, Mtiuleti. Racha maintained close connection with East.
Significant portion of folk monuments documented in East Georgian life mode have been
documented in Racha as well. With geographical location and accordingly, proceeding from
the possibilities of a dialect with intermediatestatus, Racha reveals more closeness with East
Georgia, than West (except for Svaneti). Apparently, direct closeness with Kartli conditioned
the survival of similar examples and their dissemination among the population. Supposedly,
the folk examples and themes preserved in Racha and life mode of East Georgia were
introduced in Svaneti via Racha.

Interrelation of dance dialects:

1 )South-East Georgian Dialectal group of Achara-lazeti Shavsheti;

2) Dialectal group of Abkhazia-Samegrelo, extended towards Guria-Lazeti to the South;

3) Dialectal group of Racha-Svaneti, related to East Georgian highlands and lowlands;
Summary of the events revealed by the interrelation between West Georgian dance dialects
provides their peculiarities with the following specificity:

1. Common Kartvelian, as the basis for root-language;
2. Is characteristic of separate dialects;
3. Is typical for intermediate dialect and transitive zone.

Specificity of dialectal interrelations, encountered in the details of various
determinative parameters, is part of common stylistics and creates the characteristics of
entire Georgian phenomenon.
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