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Dedicated to the 130th birthday and the 80th death anniversaries of Giorgi Matchabelli
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In the book, we portray the life and activities of Giorgi Matchabelli, renowned fighter
for Georgian independence, diplomat, businessman, founder of the world renowned perfume
company “Prince Matchabelli”.
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»Free Georgia and future generations will be proud of this adven-
ture, by which our precious Giorgi beautified one of the most excit-
ing and deeply sensitive pages of our new history”.

Newspaper ,,Samshoblo”, Paris, 1935, N 17-18 (October)
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Introduction

Giorgi Matchabelli is a distinguished name in mod-
ern history of Georgia. He was a prominent fighter for
the freedom of his homeland, national and political fig-
ure, diplomat and millionaire businessman. At the same
time, the world knows him as a pioneer of the perfume
industry in the United States and founder of a celebrated
fragrance company — “Prince Matchabelli”.

Giorgi Matchabelli was from an indigenous Georgian
province - Shida Kartli. In the XV century in this historic
corner of Eastern Georgia, there emerged several small
political units - Aragvi Principality, Satsitsiano, Saami-
lakhvro, Samukhranbatono and others. Among them
was Samachablo — a property of the Machabeli prince-
ly family which appeared on the Achabeti ravine on the
banks of middle and upper Liakhvi River uniting the vil-
lages of Tamarasheni, Achabeti, Upper Monastery, Tiri,
Leli, Kurta, Sabatsminda, Kekhvi, Kheiti, Prisi, Kemerti,
Dzartsemi, Sveri, Dici, Vanati, Java, Ergneti and others.
Machabeli estate also included Zhele Valley and Dvaleti.

Samachablo Residence was situated in Achabeti
where, according to the chronicler, “there is a palace and
fortress of Kings”. The name “Samachablo” originated
from a feudal family name of the Machabeli and is linked
namely to the possession of Achabeti.
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According both to narrative and documentary sourc-
es, Samachablo “which is the back of Georgia, its back-
bone”, has always been inhabited by ethnic Georgians.
Georgian was the language of locals, both a state and
church language, and in general - the language of Geor-
gian culture. This is illustrated by local toponyms and
hydronyms, by preserved monuments and epigraphic
materials in the region. Later, in XVII-XVIII centuries
within the territorial frame of Samachablo there is not-
ed presence of Ossetian population as refugees, but the
number of newcomers was much less than the number
of local residents.

In the XIX century, when Russia conquered Georgia,
the Government gave numerous serfs of the Machabelis to
the Royal Treasury Department, in 1850 Samachablo as a
principality was completely canceled. At the same time
process of migration of Ossetians from the North Cauca-
sus to Georgian territories acquired a mass character.

In 1922, the Soviet government included Samach-
ablo villages in the artificially created Autonomous
District of South Ossetia. In the last years of the Soviet
Union in the district there increased a separatist move-
ment which grew into an ethno-political conflict. Osse-
tians declared independence, and were left out of Geor-
gian jurisdiction.

After 2008 Russo-Georgian war the native land of Gi-
orgi Matchabelli became isolated from the rest of Geor-
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gia. The so-called, “Republic of South Ossetia” territory,
from which Georgian population was driven out is occu-
pied by Russian troops. Local Ossetian separatist regime
is trying to erase Georgian traces in historical Samach-
ablo, deliberately destroying Georgian cultural heritage,
including demolished Ivane Machabeli house-museum
in the village of Tamarasheni and others.
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Gratitude

The present work which is dedicated to the 130th birth
and 8oth death anniversaries of Giorgi Matchabelli is bi-
lingual. It is published in Georgian and English. This pub-
lication is illustrated with unique photographs covering
meaningful life and activities of Giorgi Matchabelli in a
monograph by which we honor and perpetuate the memory
of a worthy patriot. The work will remind foreign readers
and entire educated mankind once more that Giorgi Match-
abelli was born in a country, which is torn from its Mother-
land by barbed wires and is now no longer a subject to the
jurisdiction of Georgia. Unfortunately, now, in the histori-
cal inheritance of Giorgi Matchabelli, the cultural heritage
is completely unprotected, it is mercilessly destroyed and
there are attempts to erase Georgian traces there. Hope-
fully, the international community will raise the voice con-
cerning this cruelty and condemn these unjust actions.

Giorgi Matchabelli belongs to the circle of Georgian pat-
riots, to whose names is closely related the restoration of the
Georgian Statehood on May 26, 1918. Now, when we mark
100 years from this historical date, the current work re-
sponds to a centenary of the Georgian Democratic Republic.

The book was prepared and published with the finan-
cial support of Ilia Chavchavadze National Library. The au-
thors express their gratitude to the library management for
the realization of this project.
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Ancestors of Giorgi Matchabelli

Machabeli is a historic Georgian surname, and is
mentioned first in the documents of the XIII century.

According to a Georgian historian, Vakhushti Bagra-
tioni, “Machabeli is the same as Anchapisdze, coming
from Abkhazia, though a new family”. The same point of
view was expressed also by Ioane Bagrationi, who dates
settlement of the Machabelis in Eastern Georgia to the
XV century.

On the bases of abovementioned data analysis, Aca-
demician Simon Janashia suposed that the Anchabadz-
es who were ancestors of the Machabelis from Abkhazia
(Western Georgia) come to the Liakhvi Valley in the X
century, during the process of “feudal colonization”, and
their residence Achabeti took its name from this fami-
ly name. This view was fully shared by historian Giorgi
Anchabadze.

In Georgian historiography, we find different view-
points about the origin of the Machabeli family name:
some scientist (David Andguladze, Jondo Gvasalia) be-
lieve that the ancestors of the Machabelis were noble-
man Tavkhelisdzes, and the surname “Machabeli” de-
rived from the proper name “Machabeli”.

According to the second point of view, which belongs
to the historian Tengiz Chkheidze, the surname Macha-

el
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beli should have appeared much earlier and it has been
linked to toponym Achabeti, which already existed in the
VII century. According to the opinion of the researcher
Giorgi Sosiashvili, Machabeli comes from the toponym
Achabeti but the name Machabeli should be created
from the family name Machabeli.

In this respect, a short record from a notebook of
a famous Georgian writer Mikheil Javakhishvili is very
interesting. The writer noted: “I interviewed several
Machabelis, about the origin of their last name, but I
could not get any answer. I am surprised. Achabeti was
their village but they still do not realize links to it (Ach-
abeti-Achabeli-Machabeli)”.

In historical sources there is a lot of important avail-
able information about the Machabelis. For example, in
“The Machabeli Life of Kartli” it is noted that in 1403
when Shida Kartli was invaded by the army of Tamer-
lane Khalelamprez Machabeli opposed it with 2.000
Georgian and Ossetian warriors. He appointed his son
Arkapos as a commander-in-chief of the army and forced
the invader to leave the region.

At the turn of the XIV-XV centuries the Machabe-
lis appear as ktitors on the Holy Land. They founded
St. Catherine Nunnery in Jerusalem. In the XV century
the Machabeli family diminished and even disappeared.
Georgian Royalty gave the oldest Machabeli estates to a
newly elevated family — the Tavkhelisdzes, this means
that the Tavkhelisdzes were turned into “the Machabe-
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lis”. Tavkhelisdzes and Machabelis had been promoted
by the Royal house and dominated in the Didi Liakhvi
Gorge during the 80s of the XV century. From the histor-
ical sources of this period is known Zheshtel Machabeli
who had fought on the side and under the flag of King
Constantine IT of Kartli in the battle of Aradeti against
the principle of Samtskhe.

At the beginning of the XVI century the Machabelis
hold the post of the Chamberlain in the Kingdom of Kar-
tli, which indicates to their hierarchical ascent. From the
documents are known also Steward Baram Machabeli,
his son Kaikhosro, Siaosh, Kobul and Baadur Machabe-
lis. Kaikhosro distinguished himself in the battle against
the Ottomans in 1520, for which the King of Georgia,
David X-, gave him many villages on the banks of “Didi
Liakhvi”.

Tamaz Machabeli is mentioned in the Battle of
Tashiskariin 1609 as a fellow fighter of Giorgi Saakadze.
The Machabelis also made a major contribution in the
Battle of Marabda. In July of 1625, in the fight against
Persian invaders along with others there were killed
nine Machabelis.

On April 12, 1802, when the royal family of the
Bagrations and Georgian nobility were introduced to the
manifest of the Emperor Alexander I, several princes
from the Machabeli family refused to take the oath of
allegiance to the Tsar. As a sign of protest they rushed
out of Sioni Cathedral but as the Cathedral was under

13
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the siege of Russian army the rebel noblemen were cap-
tured.

In the XVII-XVIII centuries Machabell estates sig-
nificantly expanded. They owned 30 villages and includ-
ed their inhabitants to more than 250 households. By
1818 census, in the possession of the Machabeli family
there were 60 villages. Part of the Machabelis besides
Achabeti lived in the villages of Kurta, Tamarasheni and
Tskhinvali. According to a Russian Historian N. Dubro-
vin, “In the Caucasus mountains, Ossetians living in the
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valleys between the rivers - Psta and Liakhvi were sub-
jects to Georgia and under Georgian Prince Matchabelli
who inherited the domination”.

The Machabelis like other great feudal lords, had
their own ancestral burial. Initially it was a Monastery
of Tiri, then Church of Sabatsminda. At the Church of
Sabatsminda there are preserved XVIII century grave-
stones of Giorgi Matchabelli, his wife Elene and Zaal
Machabeli with inscriptions in Mxedruli.
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Family of Giorgi Matchabelli.
Giorgi’s schoolyears and studenthood

Giorgi Matchabelli’s father Vasili (1845-1918), old-
er brother of Ivane Machabeli, translator of Shakespear,
was born in a family of an impoverished landlord Gior-
gi Matchabelli. Despite material nevertheless, their es-
tate was perfectly groomed and was distinguished in the
whole province. According to Ivane Machabeli, if heaven
be called something, then it will be a proper name of our
home “

Vasili graduated from the law faculty at the Uni-
versity of St. Petersburg. He was a lawyer and juror.
He lived for a long time in the capital of the Empire
and was a legal counselor of the heir of the last ruler
of Samegrelo Niko Mingrelski. He also became a friend
of Ilia Chavchavadze. Vasily was nine years older than
Ivane Machabeli, so he brought up his brother who ar-
rived-in St. Petersburg together with his own children.
Here in Vasili’s family Ilia met Ivane Machabeli and this
encounter ended in joint translation of Shakespeare’s
“King Lear”, as well as Ivan’s interest in Shakespeare’s
works and his excellent translations.

Vasili’s first wife - Nino Vezirishvili was a niece of a
famous Georgian poet Nikoloz Baratashvili. Vasili had
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four children with Nino - Giorgi, Nikolozi, Archili and
Ilia. From his second wife - Elizabeth Tsitsishvili he had
two daughters - Barbare (Tamara) and Nino.

Vasili’s eldest son Giorgi was look alike his uncle
by his appearance and endowments. Giorgi was born in
1885. After received his primary education at home he
entered Thilisi Nobility Gymnasium. At that time, Geor-
gian gymnasium was one of few institutes in Georgia
which was turned into a province of the Russian Em-
pire where there was national atmosphere and Georgian
spirit. Georgian tradition and hope gathered here “.

Tbilisi Georgian Gymnasium (the same Nobili-
ty Gymnasium) opened in 1879 as a boys’ elementary
school. In 1890 it was turned into a progimnasium and
since 1900 was transformed into 8 classes Gymnasium.
The training took place in the gymnasium according to
the general program, with the addition of Georgian lan-
guage, history and geography.

The leaders of the progressive Georgian Society met
the establishment of the gymnasium with the hope that
in these institutions there would prevail, “True Georgian
spirit, Georgian character; That young people would not
forget that they are the children of Georgia, and in future
should serve their country. That they would grow up to
serve their people. “

It should be noted that for some time (1879-1880
AD.), Head of the gumnaseum was Giorgi Matchabelli’s
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uncle, well known Ivane Machabeli. During Giorgi’s stu-
dent hood the gymnasium was run by Ekvtime Takaishvili.

Originally Georgian Gymnasium was situated in dif-
ferent districts of Tbilisi (Kukia, Vera), in 1900-1906
there was built a new big building in Vake, which would
have host Georgian University in perspective. That is
what really happened in 1918.

Not only the children of the nobility studied in the
gymnasium, among the students were children of the citi-
zens, officials, clergy and peasants. It accepted 8-9-year-
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old youngsters in the study. Studies took 8 years. College
graduates passed examinations and received certificates
of maturity. The certificate holder boys were allowed to
continue their studies at universities.

In 1881, after the murder of Emperor Alexander II
times of brutal reactions started in the Empire. The Geor-
gian language and any kind of manifestation of nation-
ality were prohibited at state institutions and schools.
This kind of severity affected also the Institute of the No-
bles. Even wearing Tushetian hats was a demonstration
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of “nationalism “, as for the Socialists — it was a symbol
of “chauvinism”.

Giorgi demonstrated his National spirit and chival-
rous nature in the Gymnasium, from the sixth grade he
led a small circle, where every Friday “they read the pa-
pers. Giorgi most of all was interested in economic and
international issues. A rare comrade, selective of right
and wrong, full of chivalry, was a favorite of his friends
and the teachers “- said Shalva Karumidze. The students
of the Gymnasium were more rightists than their teach-
ers, some part of whom were exited with the ideas of
socialism. Shalva Karumidze recalls how in 1904 Gior-
gi argued shyly with his beloved and respected teacher
Bejan Lortkipanidze, “No, sir, socialism cannot save us,
the war is the way, a big state should fight with Russia to
defeat it, be it even Germany! “

Still in the gymnasium Giorgi took care of and pro-
tected his siblings who also studied there, especially he
pampered his younger sister, Nino. Niko had been in-
volved in political activities from early age and managed
the St. Petersburg branch of “the independent commit-
tee”. Giorgi had a special closeness to his younger broth-
er, Ilo Machabeli. A graduate of St. Petersburg Universi-
ty Faculty of Law, educated, artistically talented Ilo was
an affairs manager of Niko Mingrelski (Dadiani) and a
heart and a soul of the high society of St. Petersburg.

Soon he deserved disposition of the “gray cardinal”
of Russia Grigori Rasputin. He actively participated in
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various important Geor-
gian initiatives. In St. Pe-
tersburg he met with Kote
Marjanishvili and con-
nected his life entirely to
his theater “Bi-Ba-Bo”.

Ilo also assisted his
brother in political ac-
tivities - Giorgi actively
engaged him in the work
of the Committee for In-
dependence. In 1916,
100,000 rubles sent by
Giorgi from Germany for
Georgian National Demo-
crats was brought to him
by a Baltic German Alfred Rosenberg. No one could have
imagined then that this man 20 years after would be-
come an ideologist of National Socialists, the author of
“the myth of the twentieth century,”, a close confidant
of Hitler and the Head of the Ministry of the East of the
Third Reich.

After graduating from the gymnasium, in 19. Giorgi
traveled to Germany for further education and entered
Berlin’s famed Mining Academy.

Giorgi Matchabelli studied at the faculty of Geology.
Most of the University professors and students were in-
volved in a circle of a Teutonic Order. As Giorgi Matcha-
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Berlin Technical (Mountain) Academy

belli’s studenthood friend David Ghoghoberidze recalls,
Giorgi also was a member of this circle, and was friends
with many of the German people. From there he built
relations which became useful for our independence.
“Machabeli was well accepted in German aristocratic sa-
lons and became a desired person. According to Shalva
Maghlakelidze, Giorgi was, a handsome, tall man. Had a
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title of a Prince and was among the princes as a “furst”...
thanks to his dignity and skills, he came close the other
princes, young prince of Hohenzollerns, Wittelsbach’s of
Bavaria and became friends with them.”

This has paved the way for a Georgian nobleman to
the highest government circles that Machabeli wisely
used for the freedom of Georgia.

The Academy was known for the fact that it made the
students work in the mines for months. That is where Gi-
orgi got used to do black and white work with the same
enthusiasm. After he traveled all over the world with his
own earnings — sometimes working as a sailor, a driver,
or a messenger. In Sweden he met with an Italian actress
- beautiful Norina Gilli, scenic Pseudonym-Maria Carmi.

The role of Madonna in the religious play by Max
Reinhardt “The Miracle” brought Gilli great success. The
performance triumphantly toured on many stages of Eu-
rope. Exactly during this tour Giorgi got to know Norina
and proved his love to her by learning perfect Italian in
a short time. Soon the young people married [photo of
the couple] and Giorgi became Italians’ son in law, but
remained “a devout nationalist” until the end of his life.
Grigol Robakidze has said about him: “Even if you wrap
Giorgi in thousand blankets and hide him somewhere,
anybody who goes in there, will immediately know: It
smells Georgia here!”
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Giorgi Matchabelli and the
“Committee of Liberation of Georgia”

The period of the First World War and his participa-
tion in the activities of the Committee

of Liberation of Georgia, is particularly distinguished
in the biography of Giorgi Matchabelli as the most dra-
matic and dangerous adventure.

The abovementioned committee, which in the his-
toriography is mentioned as a “National Committee of
Independence of Georgia” was created in the autumn
of 1914 in Europe. It was established on the base of the
group, which originated in Switzerland as early as in
1910 and from 1913 published the journal, “Free Geor-
gia” in Geneva. The Committee was headed by Petre Sur-
guladze. Besides him initial members of the organiza-
tion were: Nestor Magalashvili and brothers Giorgi and
Leo Kereselidze. The committee was initially oriented
towards Germany and took up thepromotion of the issue
of supporting the liberation of Georgia to the govern-
ment of Kaiser Wilhelm II.

Giorgi Matchabelli while living in Belgium had the
idea of finding connections with German governmental
circles independently from the members of the group.
Soon Giorgi Matchabelli and a graduate of the Universi-
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ty of Heidelberg MikhakoTsereteli joined the Liberation
Committee.

The Committee built a close contact with the Ger-
man Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Here Georgian pro-
ceedings had been entrusted with the Ministry Advisor
Rudolf Nadolny and the Head of the Political Section of
the General Staff Secretary of Legation Otto Gunter von
Wesendonk. Soon an agreement was reached, accord-
ing to which, Official Berlin gave a promise to recognize
Georgia’s sovereignty if Germany won the current war,
then Georgia would be given an opportunity to declare
independence. Germany, in the first place was interest-
ed in weakening of Russia, the region’s geo-strategic lo-
cation and natural resources. A certain convergence of
these interests to the Georgian Committee aspirations,
facilitated joint activities and even accelerated them.

A more specific plan was offered to German polit-
ical circles by Giorgi Matchabelli and Mikhako Tser-
eteli. According to the plan, Georgia was to become a
monarchy, and the throne was to be given to a German
prince. The imperial court considered the proposal with
attention. They discussed the question of coronation of
Prince Joachim Hohenzollern, the successor of Wilhelm
I1, in Georgia after separation of it from Russia. He was
supposed to marry a Georgian woman, giving a start to
a new dynasty in Georgia. As a Queen there was cho-
sen a close relative of Giorgi Matchabelli, a daughter of
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a member of the National Council of Georgia, Mikhail
Machabeli — Marine.

Georgian Prince Andronikashvili who was close to
the Kaiser’s entourage and who often visited the family
of the Crown Prince, told that children of the Emperor
knew the Georgian issue well. They said that at the Pal-
ace of the crown prince, there was even hanging a large
map of Georgia. There is an information that the queen
of Germany and the prince visited the Georgian prison-
ers in an Austrian detention camp, Joachim even visit-
ed Trabzon to see the Georgian Legion founded by the
Committee of Independence.

However, an idea of a German prince becoming a
King of Georgia did not come to its logical ending. At
the moment of declaration of Independence of Geor-
gia Wilhelm II did not put forward a proposal for the
restoration of monarchy in Georgia. Neither there were
any discussions about this idea at the National Council.
Maybe the reason was that soon after the resumption of
Georgian Statehood, German troops left our country. In
addition, November 1918 revolution overthrew the mon-
archy completely and put an end to the Kaiser govern-
ment in Germany itself.

Prince Joachim, who married Princess Maria An-
halt, committed suicide in 1920, as for Marine Machabe-
li, she married the consul of Italy in Georgia, Pranzoni.
After the Bolshevik occupation of Georgia, they settled
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in Rome. Their palace, “Villa Marina” became a refuge
for many displaced Georgians.

In 1937 Viktor Nozadze wrote about these unsuc-
cessful attempts: “The idea of the kingdom of Georgia
was always alive in Georgian political thinking... if Ger-
many had been given a chance, Georgia would have be-
come the Kingdom”.

According to German polititians’ advice Liberation
Committee, moved from Berlin to Istanbul. In Istanbul
new members Meliton Kartsivadze, Zia beg Abashidze
- and Father Superior of a local Georgian Catholic mon-
astery Shalva Vardidze joined the Committee. As a result
of long negotiations, there was signed an agreement with
the Ottoman government, according to which Ottoman
Empire was to recognize the independence of Georgia
and its undeniable right to its historical territory. Com-
mittee was allowed to establish a military unit on the
territory of the Ottoman Empire.

Immediately after the first meeting the Committee
travelled to Trabzon where in the yard of a Greek church
was buried the last crowned King Georgia, Solomon II
King Imereti. According to Giorgi Kereselidze, the whole
Committee, marched to the grave of King Solomon, and
kneeling down sworn to Solomon, to fight against the
enemy with selflessness”.

Activites of the Liberation Committee were carried
out in three directions - 1. Building connections with
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Georgia in order to get acquainted with local political
circles and promoting the idea of independence; 2. The
propaganda activities in Europe, in coordination with
the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 3. Formation of
a military unit in Ottoman Empire. The functions of the
Committee members and the location was determined
accordingly. Giorgi Matchabelli was entrusted to make
relations with Georgia, who after this was to join estab-
lished in Berlin Mikhako Tsereteli and Giorgi Kereselid-
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ze. Other members of the Committee remained in the
Ottoman Empire.

Military unit called, “The Georgian Legion”, funded
by Germany, was soon established in the Ottoman Em-
pire. In different time periods it was commanded Leo
Kereselidze, Shlipak, Count Schulenburg and Nestor
Magalashvili.

Successfully were distributed publications in Euro-
pean languages, supporting actualization of the Geor-
gian issue in social and political circles. In 1915, in
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German, French, Spanish and English languages was
published an essay by Mikhako Tsereteli, “Georgia and
World War”, Constantine Gamsakhurdia’s work “Cauca-
sus in World War” I was published in German etc.

In the World War I German press were published
several articles by Giorgi Matchabelli, including: “The
tragedy of Georgia”, ,”The hope of Georgia”, “Georgian

issue”, ,”Georgia’s striving for independence”, “Do you
know Georgians?” And so forth.
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A book by Mikhako Tsereteli ,Geor-
gia and the World War”

3MbLEebB by asdbabyMwas
Konstantine Gamsakhurdia

The propaganda of the Georgian issue gave results.
Independence of Georgia found a lot of compassion,
not only in political circles, but also among famous and
influential people, which, in turn, influenced the Ger-
man Ministry of Foreign Affairs. There was founded a
German-Georgian society, which included celebrated
experts of the international law chaired by a great de-
fender of the rights of Georgia, Franz von Liszt. Society
secretary David Trichy also was a great help to Geor-
gians. In Berlin during the war there existed many Na-
tional Committees of the oppressed between Russia and
the Entente States peoples, - Poles (Pilsudski’s Legion),
Finns, Ukrainians, Belarusians, Indians, Egyptians, etc.
Azerbaijanis and North Caucasians (Highlanders) did
not have their own committees and worked together
with Georgia. By the initiative of a Baltic Baron von der
Ropp the committees describe in details conditions and
tragedies of all afflicted by Russia nations and there was
published a thick book, “Do You Know Russia?” In Ger-
man, French and English languages. According to the
advice of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in July 1916,
all the oppressed nations attended Lausanne “League of
Nations” IIT Congress. Thanks to it, the Congress orga-
nized by the Entente States turned against them, espe-
cially Russia and England. The speeches of the speak-
ers became the indictment acts. Particularly impressive
was the speech by Mikhako Tsereteli, who described all
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Newspaper “Georgian newspaper”

crimes committed in Georgia by Russia starting from the
times of King Vakhtang VI.

In order to promote the idea of national indepen-
dence among the hostages gathered in war camps there
was distributed a handwritten newspaper “The Cauca-
sus”, in 1916 in Berlin the committee founded a news-
paper “Kartuli Gazeti” with Giorgi Kereselidze as the
editor-in-chief, which was published until 1918 and was

sent to the captives free.
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According to the Liberation Committee’s order Gi-
orgi Matchabelli paid several visits to Georgia. From
the archival materials it becomes clear that his first
visit took place in the fall of 1914. This national figure
on his way from Ottoman Empire to the Caucasus first
visited Odessa, where he met with the representatives
of Georgian students at the University of Novorossiysk
and shared to them the committee plans. He also gave
money to Georgian community to get in touch with the
students of other universities and only after headed to-
wards the homeland.

In Georgia Giorgi contacted e group of Nation-
al-Democratic direction and part of the Social Dem-
ocrats, led by Noe Jordania. In November of the same
year Giorgi Matchabelli together with the representa-
tives of the Liberation Committee, arrived in Vienna and
managed to conclude a similar to German agreement
document with the Austro-Hungarian authorities.

In 1915, Giorgi Matchabelli brought to Georgia
agreements signed by the German, Austro-Hungarian
and the Ottoman governments, which were introduced
in a secret meeting in Kutaisi to the leaders of the So-
cial-Democrats, Socialists- Federalists and NDP. Giorgi
Matchabelli was interested to learn about the vision of
the Georgian political circles about the world conflict,
their views and goals of the future.

The issue of independence of Georgia found support
with them, agreements with Germany and Austria-Hun-
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Noe Jordania

gary were welcome, but article in the agreement with Ot-
toman Empire about organizing a rebellion in Georgia was
unacceptable. Noe Jordania said: It is true that the Ger-
manophylic thinking prevails with us, but we cannot be
unfaithful to Russia. Our way is not rebellion, but an in-
ternal revolution in Russia and added: Let Georgian Com-
mittee work abroad, it may be a useful direction for us.

By direct participation of Giorgi Matchabelli a
branch of the Committee was established in Tbilisi (Da-
vid Vachnadze, Spiridon Kedia, Revaz Gabashvili, Shalva
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Revaz Gabashvili Shalva Karumidze

Karumidze), which was in charge of the nation’s consol-
idation and contacts with the emigrants. The Commit-
tee also contacted the mountainous people of the North
Caucasus and national forces in Azerbaijan.

Giorgi Matchabelli was also a member of the Cauca-
sus Committee, headed by Marshal of the Ottoman Em-
pire Fuad Pasha, of Circassian origin and which unit-
ed representatives of the North Caucasus (Circassians,
Dagestanians, Avars), Azerbaijan and Georgia. This
union was based on the idea of the Confederation of the
Caucasus.
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A regular relationship was required for coordination
of the activites among the members of the Committee
abroad and in Georgia. As a meeting place there was
chosen Stockholm, as a means of connection - German
submarines.

There was developed a plan of secret importing of the
arms and their storage on the territory of Georgia, after
which Giorgi Matchabelli returned to Germany. Revaz
Gabashvili tells one case of the story about this journey,
when in the Hotel Kavkasia a police officer asked Giorgi
to show his passport and demanded him to follow to the
police station, that would be followed by the failure of
the conspiracy. Giorgi stretched out 25 rubles, but be-
ing refused he took a radical but a “true measure”, he
told the officer: “take 25 rubles, or I will kill you on spot
and pointed a revolver at him”. This method worked the
executive took the money and left. Giorgi also founded
a Committee support organization in Petrograd and put
his brother Niko in charge of it. After arriving in Berlin,
Germany, he settled the case with the naval and military
headquarters and organized the connection from Istan-
bul to Georgia by submarines.

Another record by Revaz Gabashvili gives a wonder-
ful description of qualities of character of Giorgi Match-
abelli and about the second expedition in 1916, when
Giorgi Matchabelli arrived in secret in Thilisi and was
hiding for two weeks in his house. “It turned out that Gi-
orgi was, restless and daring: sometimes he went to pray
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in Sioni Cathedral, sometimes he visited the Sarajishvilis
- to see his aunt. Other times he went to see Amashukeli,
who was hiding somewhere close to Tbilisi Station in the
family of his relative chef and so on and so forth.” This
man declared by the Russian counter-intelligence as a
“German spy” dared to walk free in the streets of Tbili-
si and managed to visit his brother in the village. “He
arranged all the things and decided to leave via Baku,
some of us watching him go with agitation from a safe
distance and could not wait until the train left”.

Giorgi Matchabelli always took the most dangerous
and difficult missions and during their performance
demonstrated extraordinary talent and abilities. He
moved from one country to another. Arranged talks with
governments and revolutionaries of the time, and every-
one was fascinated by his appearance, refined manners,
education, smartness and passion. Despite the ruthless-
ness, Giorgi managed to subdue emotions to reason,
which was conditioned by his good education. It is no
accident that Mikhako Tsereteli described, him as an
old Georgian aristocrat and educated European”. Gior-
gi Kereselidze wrote about him: “Giorgi with his brains,
talent, energy and fresh initiative was equipped by na-
ture itself, a brave and a great patriot at the same time”.

In Stockholm, while the meeting between Giorgi
Matchabelli and Vasil Dumbadze, Assistant of the Rus-
sian Minister of Defense Sukhomlinov there was laid a
foundation for a high-profile case, details of which re-
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mained unknown even for a specially arranged for this
case Court.

During the war, the Russian army suffered from a
lack of ammunition and grenades. The Military Depart-
ment decided to order shells to the United States and
15 million gold rubles were allocated for this purpose.
Official authorization for the order was given to Vasil
Dumbadze. According to the plan of Giorgi Matchabelli
the abovementioned sum of money found itself in Ger-
many instead of the United States, Dumbadze turned
fake documents to his Minister. Three months later,
Russia received the “ordered” shells, but of another cal-
iber, which did not match the Russian cannons, and in
fact, were useless. Before the general strike Russian was
left without shells and started a catastrophic retreat (this
is a true story artistically reproduced in the novel by a
famous writer Mikheil Javakhishvili “Kvachi Kvachan-
tiradze”). As Revaz Gabashvili wrote, “this greatest pa-
triotic case”- was echoed across the whole vast empire.
Sukhomlinov was dismissed, V. Dumbadze was deport-
ed to Siberia.

It should also be mentioned here that at the end
of 1917 in Copenhagen, was held another meeting with
Georgian Patriots. Giorgi Matchabelli and Spiridon Ke-
dia participated in the meeting.

In order to get in touch with the Committee for Ide-
pendence S. Kedia, Chairman of the National Demo-
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cratic Party of Georgia was sent to Europe to give his
compatriots a new, and a very pleasant information.. In
particular, he gave information about ongoing prepara-
tions for the convocation of a national congress, which
was to become the event of paramount importance on
the Georgia’s road to freedom. Matchabelli was greatly
impressed by this fact. Union of Georgian political par-
ties and movements he considered as a sigh of imminent
restoration of Statehood of Georgia. G. Matchabelli met
the intention of Georgian nobility regarding transferring
of their property to the nation with great satisfaction.
In Giorgi’s seeking mind immediately was born a new
daring plan. In particular, the Liberation Committee,
with the property guarantees, was take a loan from the
German government which would be consumed for the
establishment of Georgian State. “If the Georgian gov-
ernment refuses to talk about it, we will not do it, but
will the ready”. Giorgi Matchabelli and Giorgi Keresel-
ildze really had negotiations about this matter with the
German Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where they were
promised the help.

World War I went by the variable success of the op-
ponent sides. During a certain time period connection
to Georgia by the submarines was faltered. For a long
time nothing was heard either from Giorgi Machabeli.
By the”assignment” of David Vachnadze, member of the
Committee of Independence of Georgia, a young officer
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Lado Mdzinarashvili was sent to the front, after he was
captured there and found Giorgi Matchabelli who sent
him with the others, by a submarine to Georgia. A few
months later, Matchabelli himself arrived to his home-
land by the same way. He re-connected the Committee
to the branches abroad and instructed the committee
members to meet the transfers of the weapons by the
German submarines on the Black Sea coast.

After the Russian revolution, February 1917, the
issue of Georgian independence became even more ur-
gent. Giorgi Matchabelli and Mikhako Tsereteli again
visited the German government, it was agreed to equip
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German submarine U-38
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Surguladze and Machabeli before boarding the submarine

new submarine expeditions from Istanbul to Georgia. In
1917, members of the Independence Committee entered
into Georgia three times on German submarines from
Ottoman Empire and brought in weapons. The place of
meeting at the river Churia was agreed in advance in
Tbilisi. M. Tsereteli wrote about the first expedition:
“First others went into the boat in turns one by one in
a good and quiet disposition. More or less everyone
showed signs of anxiety. Only those who had experi-
enced this kind of a trip were not worried. The last to go
was Kartsivadze. I was left alone. Unexpectedly sudden
fear overtook me, I stepped back and said no, intending
to leave. At this time, Giorgi Matchabelli pulled out a
revolver and with a distorted face and unknown to me
before voice said to me: Go. Or I will kill you on spot! It
was said with such determination that I was sure he was

396856ma Bysmdgqds bogo UB -14

German submarine U-14
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going to kill me. I quickly ran down the trap and joined
the others”.

After a successful completion of the operation
M.Tsereteli and N. Kartsivadze left for Tbilisi. They
handed over the money to D. Vachnadze and Sh. Karu-
midze, and then at the meeting held in the house of Da-
vid Vachnadze with the participation of Noe Jordania,
agreed on the issue of independence of Georgia. After
that, Tsereteli and Kartsivadze returned to Okharkal to
meet a new expedition, receive weapons from them and
travel in the same boat to Istanbul and from there - to
Berlin, but the expedition failed. Spies of the subma-
rine came across a Russian checkpoint off the coast. The
shooting started. The noise reached Okharkal. Tsereteli
and Kartsivadze realized what had happened, gave a sig-
nal and sent the submarine back. The expedition, led by
Petre Surguladze and Shalva Vardidze, returned to Is-
tanbul and took back the money and weapons supplied
by the German government. Russian guards caught two
Germans and two Georgians and passed them to the lo-
cal revolutionary committee, which sent them to prison
in Batumi. David Vachnadze informed Giorgi Mazniash-
vili and Evgeni Gegechkori about this happing who sent
his people a message and arranged a prison rebellion,
the two Germans were hidden after the escape and thus
saved them from death.

Giorgi Matchabelli gathered necessary information,
conveniently turned away from the police, who heard
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Revaz Gabashvili

about his arrival in Georgia, and went from Petrograd
via Siberia and Japan to America. After America’s decla-
ration of war against Germany from there he returned to
Berlin together with the Ambassador of Germany in the
US, Count Bernstorff.

Revaz Gabashvili tells about the tragic final of this
expedition: “The war continued (1914-18), the subma-
rines were almost regularly going in and out, but not
always with the same luck. One of them not met, was
forced to returned back, it caught a sight of a ship “Por-
tugal”, - it was a “ship-hospital”, which was coming to
Batumi and towed by “ropes” (Wire belt) a boat, loaded
with weapons. The submarine drowned both of them;
And may by it is not worth wile to mention this small
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episode of the “world war” if there were no Georgians
on board of both of these vessels, the submarine and
the ship-hospital. Together with the ship was drowned
a nurse Aneta Andronikashvili and on the submarines
along with Germans, Shalva V. other Georgians. “

The information about the operations conducted
by the submarines given by Georgian public figures -
Mikhako Tsereteli, Revaz Gabashvili, David Vachnadze,
Spiridon Kedia, Shalva Karumidze, Kalistrate Salia, Givi
Kobakhidze, Valiko Ms. E. was completed by the Ger-
man authors - researchers Wolpdieter Billy, Captain of
the Liner German Hermann Loren, German submarine

3990-3mb3ogomo ,3m@OEgasmo®
Ship-hospital “Portugal”
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Captain Oberleitenant Kurt Schwartz, a german officer
Richard Adelt. By the juxtaposition of the data, five ex-
peditions on submarines in the 1916-1917, and 2 - 3 and
1916 — 1917 correspondingly, were as follows:

Submarine U-33, the commander Captain-Lieu-
tenant Hansen, members of the expedition - Vladimir
Mdzinarashvili, Kereselidze, Shamil-Lieutenant Akha-
lkatsi and Chechen Hazavat. Brought money - 203,750
Marks. 26 June -13 July: submarine U-38, Commander
Captain-Lieutenant Valentiner, members of the expedi-
tion - Giorgi Matchabelli and Amashukeli. Brought mon-
ey and weapons.

1917, May 30 - June 4: submarine UB-14, Com-
mander Oberleitenant Ernst-Ulrich Bruler, members of
the expedition - Giorgi Matchabelli, Mikhako Tsereteli,
Vladimir Mdzinarashvili, Chechen Hazavat, Azerbaijan
Selim Bey Bebutov, Platon Korkia, Alexander Berdzeni,
several Georgian officers and a an Unter-Officer of the
Legion. Brought money - 370,000 rubles, 100 infantry
guns, 28,700 cartridges, 100 hand grenades. October
4-8: submarine UB-42, the commander Oberleitenant
Kurt Schwartz. Members of the expedition - Mikhako
Tsereteli, Melton Kartsivadze, Gvishiani, Kerch and one
Azerbaijanian. Brought 500 Russian rifles, 500 Maus-
ers, ammunition and a large sum of money. November
13-16: submarine UB-42, the Commander Oberleitenant
Kurt Schwartz. Members of the expedition - Petre Sur-
guladze, Shalva Vardidze, Suleiman Iremadze, Vladimir
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Siamashvili and one more Georgian. German sailors -
Weber and Damansky. brought 470 Mausers, 100 hand
grenades, a large amount of 730.00 rubles.

This is how the Independence Committee and the
German submarine epic ended, “our independence was
six months late, as we couldnot bring enough amount of
arms (Russian guns, grenades, machineguns), as regu-
larity of underwater movement was not set up and weap-
ons were not enough to arm big military units” - wrote
R. Gabashvili. Nevertheless, this episode of the Geor-
gian-German cooperation remains to be the most inter-
esting and important story, arranged by Giorgi Matcha-
belli German submarine epic is one of the most lucrative
adventures in his biography and Georgian-German rela-
tions. “Fearless knight - Giorgi Matchabelli, his short but
gifted with remarkable properties life is firmly knitted
with the fight for Freedom of Georgia, - wrote the em-
igrant newspaper of National Democrats “Samshoblo”
- “the Liberation Committee”, Free Georgia and future
generations will be proud of this adventure, by which
our precious Giorgi beautified one of the most exciting
and deeply sensitive pages of our new history”.

Meanwhile, the issue of reconciliation between Rus-
sia and Germany ripened. The Brest-Litovsk peace talks
were underway. Giorgi Matchabelli specially arrived in
Brest-Litovsk, but failed to influence the course of ne-
gotiations without having a mandate. In this regard,
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much attention should be
paid to his letter to Akaki
Chkhenkeli, dated to April
29, 1918. G. Matchabelli
says: “truce with Russia is
not being fulfilled and the
Turks were trying to tie up
truce at least with us and
did not argue about any-
thing... Unfortunately, I
did not have any official
authorization from the
government, or the truce
with the Turks and the
central states would be ready without having anything
controversial or disputable with the Turks”.

Activities of the Liberation Committee did not con-
tinue long after the restoration of the State indepen-
dence of Georgia. The Committee successfully carried
out one of his last events of returning of Georgian pris-
oners of war to their homeland, the goal was achieved
and in July 1918 the committee announced himself dis-
missed.

For his contribution in Liberation of Georgia, Gi-
orgi Matchabelli was given the order of “QueenTam-
ar” by the Committee of Independence On the special
contribution of Giorgi Matchabelli in the work of the
Committee Mikhako Tsereteli stated: “then-active work

@356 3g0b mMgbo

Order of King Tamar
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by Germany for recognition of independence of Geor-
gia is inextricably bound up with the name of Giorgi”.
Zurab Avalishvili wrote that putting forward the Geor-
gian issue “when the vast majority of Georgians found
it impossible, premature, and almost unimaginable, no
doubt, this group, one of the active members of which
was Giorgi can be considered to be the predecessor of
the political resurrection of Georgia which happened on
May 26, 1918”.
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Giorgi Matchabelli and Norina Gilli with Georgian hostages
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Giorgi Matchabelli on the diplomatic arena

The portrait of Giorgi Matchabelli can be significant-
ly enriched by the traits of his activities on the diplomat-
ic arena. It is known that the first baptism in this field he
received immediately after the declaration of Georgia as
an independent country. Giorgi was included in the offi-
cial delegation, which headed by Foreign Minister Akaki
Chkhenkeli arrived in Berlin at the beginning of June
1918 for negotiations with the German government. Lat-
er Giorgi Matchabelli became the first secretary of the
Embassy of the Democratic Republic of Georgia in Italy.

Political cooperation of Georgia with Italy start-
ed in the spring of 1920, when the Italian government
established a political agency in the South Caucasus. A
few months later, regarding the legal recognition of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia the agency was trans-
formed into a diplomatic Mission-Embassy.

In response, the government of Georgia took a deci-
sion to open the embassy in Rome. At the end of January
1921, Deputy Foreign Minister Constantin Sabakhtar-
ishvili was sent to Italy as a Special Envoy. Functions of
the first secretary of the Embassy were given to Giorgi
Matchabelli, Giorgi Abkhazi was appointed as a consul
of Georgia.
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Akaki Chkhenkeli

Soon after these events Georgia became a victim of
the violence of the Bolshevik Russia. The overthrown
government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia left
the occupied homeland on an Italian ship and fled to
France.

The emigrated government of the Democratic Re-
public of Georgia could not exercise the jurisdiction in
its country, but the diplomatic missions did not stop
their activities. Official representations of Georgia
continued to work, although their structure and staff
changed to some extent. There was also revised the sta-
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tus of diplomatic missions, in some countries embassies
were transformed in representations or consulates, in
others even the post a government representative was
introduced.

One of the key figures of Georgian Foreign Service
was plenipotentiary ambassador of Georgia in Paris
Akaki Chkhenkeli, who in addition to France, was given
credentials in England, and Italy. He had been entrust-
ed with the leadership of the European diplomatic activ-
ities in other countries as well (Sweden, Spain, Belgium,
Romania, Portugal, Norway, Denmark, Czechoslovakia,
Federation of Serbia-Croatia-Slovenia).

Since Akaki Chkhenkeli was mainly in Paris, in oth-
er European capitals diplomatic missions were led by
his substitutes. It was so in Italy, where the functions
of the Ambassador were actually given to Giorgi Match-
abelli. He performed these highly responsible duties to
the end of 1924.

It is true that due to the fall of the Democratic Re-
public of Georgia Giorgi Matchabelli could not receive
authorization credentials and the embassy existed for-
mally, but it was Matchabelli’s great merit that he got
the support not only from the governmental circles, but
of the opposition as well, as to the ambassador of a free
country. According to the obituary of Giorgi Matchabel-
li: “You could not walk in the street without meeting his
friends, friends of Georgia.”
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During Giorgi Matchabelli’s activities in Italy the
government changed several times (Giovanni Jiolitti,
Ivanoe Bonomi, Luigi Facta and Benito Mussolini cabi-
nets). The attitude to the democratic republic of Geogia
and its representatives by each of them was different.
During Jiolitti and Bonomi times Italian-Georgian trade
and economic relations were still conducted in a limited

Joormmo gmgas0s 39 mabdo. bbgosb - bogm bojmmadg, s3030 Rbgb3gmo,
ByEod v35m0dg0mo. 35656 - bL3nFomb 39005, a0mM a0 8shsdgema,
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Georgian Delegation in Berlin. Sitting - Niko Nikoladze, Akaki Chkhenkeli,

Zurab Avalishvili. Standing - Spiridon Kedia, Giorgi Matchabelli, Mikhako Tsereteli
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way. In Italy during this period, representatives of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia were treated thought-
fully. In April, 1921, Akaki Chkhenkeli who was visiting
Italy was hosted by the Foreign Minister, Carlo Sforza.
By the efforts of Giorgi Matchabelli, the Ambassador
was given a private audience by the Italian King Vittorio
Emanuele III.

In the summer of the same year Evgeni Gegechko-
ri and Svimon Mdivani visited Italy. They met with the
leaders of the local Socialists, informed them about the
situation in Georgia and asked their support in the deoc-
cupation of the country.

From the time of the Prime Minister of Italy Lui-
gi Facta ruling political circles of Italy reflected indif-
ferent attitude to Georgia. Neither Mussolini Cabinet
showed great interest to our country, though thanks to
Giorgi Matchabelli representatives of Georgia had many
friends and supporters both in Italian governmental and
non-governmental sectors, Giorgi with his appearance,
refined manners, education, wit and zeal managed to
charm everyone.

Diplomatic missions of emigrated government in ex-
ile did not have full authority in European countries with
exemption of France. For this reason, since 1921, they
had to advocate interests of Georgia in extraordinary
conditions. For example, one strand of Giorgi Matcha-
belli’s activity was disclosure of the Bolshevik regime in
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Georgia and giving systematical information to Italian
authorities about the Soviet reality by means of protest
political notes and applications.

Georgian diplomat closely followed the political pro-
cesses taking place in Italy. In parallel to his major task,
he also realized consular functions — giving visas and
passports to citizens of Georgia, helping them to move
from one country to another etc.

In the spring of 1922 in the Italian city of Genoa was
held an International conference for discussion of the is-
sues of economical revival of Europe. A delegation from
the Democratic Republic of Georgia also arrived in Italy
to participate in the conference. Giorgi Matchabelli did
all he could to receive a permission for the members of
the Georgian delegation to be allowed to the conference
for participation, but it was beyond his capacity.

It is known that an appeal of the Catholicos Patri-
arch of Georgia Ambrosi Khelaia was sent to Genoa Con-
ference.

The spiritual leader of Georgia described grave situa-
tion in Georgia to the enlightened mankind and demanded
the immediate withdrawal of Russian occupational troops
from the country. This appeal was published in the Italian
newspaper, “Kafaro” on May 25, 1922 (Photo. Newspaper
“Kafaro”) (The Newspaper was founded in 1875 in Genoa,
by an Italian writer Anton Giulio Barrili). We do not have
direct information but involvement of Giorgi Matchabelli
in this is quite probable, because he had a close relation-



»$980 Rodmb3mobmsbagg od n@omosdn @o30byg 3dom-
b5 hggbo Lognmbob godm. ... Bogngrg bgmdo Lsdo godg-
@0 439 dodomomgdabs: godobGnn, bszombsmymo
(00©0 EEonFo - Hmam@z ms 3gmobs 3s0bm) ©s Mm3mdoa-
309960 gdm3Msdomma (6odols). Lmosmab@gdobmaal
306390 56 308085M053L. 1339 MO 35Dgmd0 0ym ©dgFon-
mo gMdgmo bgMomagdo, gHnda hgdal bgmdmbgmoo dmem-
d93039%80L babosmdrga, dgmMgdo Gmamé(z ©g3gds, o9
65 bgds badsMomggmmdn s bgom snbygds Jmgma Gogo
BgMomagdobs 530dabB® goDgmdo. ... 3gLLs s35ma356s 39
F3960 Lo gnmbal dgbobgd®, - Bgfms gomEan 3sRsdgemo msagal
393mda6M L3oMoEME 3gEnsl MM3nEsb 3oG0bdn gogbogbarm,
1923 Bmob 12 mg@mddMom @omsMmomgdym gfom 3g@adm
bgGomdo.

mo30b Logobgomm 3ndmogsz090dn gomgn doRsdg-
o yMmomgdal 38sb30mgdms o G boMsmo dmezoms
0@omosl dmmdg303980b 088330009800 LadsMmzgmmdo,
65 360d36g9mmds 3gmbos n@omonbasmgab Rzgb dzgysbolb o
Bmam® 9bs gs3mbbm@gdamaym bojommggmm-ogomonl
MWBM00gMHnmdab bszombo.

Jomggmo odmmds@n (3E0mmdEs ©ogMb3ybgdabs
0@omonb dgbsdadobo 669980, HmM3 @odmyzogdgm bods-
Go39mmb dggdmm o@omoobsmgolb @3Gmdmgdme, MHo-
g mbgmbaytgmoa 3ofmdgdoom dogze 3mbzgbogdo s sdom
q9baMg9dms. Mgl b0z, nGomoy&n 3930@omn sgbdstg-
dm@os bogommzggmmb s bgmb dgubymdws dab g3mbmao 3
smMdnbgdab.

3900mmn3mb-3s@Mastjo s36MHmba bgmsns
Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrosi Khelaia

63



64

aomMaon 8sRsdgmon
Giorgi Matchabelli

ship with the country’s most influential newspapers and
had published in Italian periodicals a number of publica-
tions on Georgian issues. It is also important that Giorgi
Matchabelli highly valued a bold step of the Archbishop.
He wrote: “The Catholicos with his heroic deeds raised,
not only the authority of Georgian Church even higher,
but also the prestige of the entire nation”.

At that time, several large-circulation newspapers
were published in Italy, among them periodicals of lead-
ing Italian political forces. Despite of many difficulties,
Giorgi Matchabelli was able to find a common language
with Fascists, National and Democratic periodicals and
started publishing his articles on their pages.

Immediately after my arrival here in Italy I start-
ed to work on our issues. ... I obtained newspapers of
all three directions: Fascist, National (great blog - as
La pelisa paiso) and oppositional Democratic (Nitisa).
I have not applied to Socialists deliberately. Already in
two newspapers they have printed long letters, one by
my signature against the Bolsheviks, and the second in
a form of a telegram, concerning the events in Georgia
and tomorrow will begin a series of letters in the fascist
newspaper. ... The Press started to speak about our is-
sue “, - wrote Giorgi Matchabelli to his friend Spiridon
Kedia in a private letter sent from Rome to Paris, on 12
October 1923.

In his newspaper articles Giorgi Matchabelli drew
attention to what kind of loss had happened to Italy by
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establishing the Bolsheviks in Georgia, what was the sig-
nificance of our country for Italy and how to improve
relations between Georgia and Italy.

Georgian diplomat tried to convince corresponding
Italian groups, that independent Georgia could give Ita-
ly concessions by mutually beneficial conditions without
problems. On its part, the Italian capital will help Geor-
gia and contribute to its economical revival.

In one of his articles Giorgi Matchabelli addressed
the Italian government, not to recognize the Soviet
Union unconditionally and give it a precondition for le-
gal recognition to study the issues of Georgia and the
Caucasus. Demand the withdrawal of their troops, and
realize the referendum under your supervision as this
will rise your prestige to the sky in the eyes of the peo-
ples of the whole Caucasus and Central Asia” - advised
Matchabelli Italians.

Giorgi Matchabelli established ties with Mussoli-
ni’s associates and Duche’s political friends, whom in
exchange for the liberation promised upgrading of Tk-
varcheli coal concession. In Giorgi Matchabelli’s offer
there were emphasized also moments of the Forest con-
cession, attracting Italy’s interest to Batumi and Poti
ports, promotion of the use of the Azerbaijanian oil by
Italy, which attracted Mussolini’s attention. They liked
the idea. “Serious talks will be with Mussolini, perhaps
these days he will invite me and tell me his opinion,” -
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wrote G. Matchabelli in a private letter dated October
2041023

The mission, which Giorgi Matchabelli was doing in
Italy required efforts of several men, but the represen-
tative of Georgia was actually alone, as he claimed “the
hope, that one day Mussolini can struck his fist on the
table and ask the Bolsheviks, what is it you are doing in
Georgia, gives me strength... to manage and take care of
so many extra things”.

In Italy another diplomatic mission was entrusted to
Giorgi Matchabelli. Government of Independent Georgia
in Paris, delegated him to the Lausanne Conference (No-
vember, 1922 - July,1923). Western allies gave place to
a representative of Emigrated Georgian Government in
the international committee on the issues of the straits at
the conference and refused the Bolsheviks to attend the
conference, as the legal representatives of Georgia. At
the Conference, they signed a peace agreement between
the Entente Alliance States and Kemalist Turkey. Emi-
grant government hoped that the agreement would lead
to closer relations between Entente States and Turkey,
and Turkey would support the restoration of indepen-
dence in Georgia. It was decided to send Giorgi Match-
abelli for discussions with the representatives of Turkey
because he already in 1914 had a close relationship with
those people, who in 1922 occupied important state po-
sitions. The agreement failed to resolve contradictions
between Turkey and the Entente States, besides Turkey
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remained neutral towards Soviet Russia, which exclud-
ed its support of Georgian political emigration. Despite
the efforts of emigrated Georgian Government to evoke
sympathy of the leaders of the Western countries, it
could not find a real ally in its fight for independence.

Failure of the mission assured Giorgi once more that
it was necessary to change the battle tactics. At the end
of November 1923, Giorgi Matchabelli having arrived
from Italy to Paris, when meeting Spiridon Kedia dis-
cussed the issues about “finding money for their political
activities”. They agreed that if they decided to start any
king of work, it had to be a commercial activity. “We can
put up our Georgian and national goal firmly only when
we manage to build a financial foundation otherwise by
writing only the memoranda we will achieve nothing.
When we get material support, then the memoranda will
acquire required power and they will work”.

Giorgi Matchabelli by the help of his wife, found a
job in New York, as a representative of an Italian society,
but was not in a hurry to depart: “I have not given the
last word... as I want to wait, and see what the outcome
of our political steps will be. There is no doubt that if we
activate our business here, I will leave the United States
and stay here. One or the other”, shared he his ideas to
Spiridon Kedia.

There was no reason for Giorgi Matchabelli to stay in
Italy any longer. He left the diplomatic arena and moved



gomtao dohsdmob 0@omosdn aMhgbsl sbG0 smam
3Jmbs. 356 o@Gm3d odmmasGonmn sbdstgbo s dg-
0l badngdmaom 389603530 gomonbsazzms. bojoMmggmmb
»030b@madabamazalb 83 @ommamagn 3gdcdmmols dobsba
239M0g3sda(z ob ogm, M3 JoMormoa gMmabaemo domgdo
3bodymybo dgbzgommobgb ,dm3gb@l, Gmdgmai gMo-
bgen 30063 96w oaglh s Mmdgmay oGz oby dmGL
b nyzgb®.

Logymobbdms, Gm3 gomMgo dshsdgmo  ©3gM03sdo
Bobgmob %96 gowgz 1919 bemal dgdmoamdady (3ommd-
9, boarg Iob LogoMmggmmb ©gdm 3Msdommn Mgbdmdemo-
3oL mmdobE), 3mbamglbdgh domom AgbmgMal dbomMoad-
bot 1bws 939 dsgs. 0dbobsw gb 396 dmbgMbos: dohsdgmo
dbegzemom m3ob eAH™L (36mdomn nym megnbo 33g90mMo go-
3mbs@mmo 3Mma gfMdsbymo 3mbaznom, Mol gsdm s d3-0b
008060L@ (30058 3oL J399456530 Jgbgemab 65ds 56 oGHM.

to America in search of fortune. The goal of this tireless
fighter for the freedom of Georgia in the United States
was to prepare Georgian national forces ready to meet
— “the moment, which should come in at least once and
that seems to be not so far away”.

It should be noted that Giorgi Matchabelli tried to
move to America in the autumn of 1919, where he was
to work along-
side the lobbyist
of the Democrat-
ic Republic of
Georgia, Con-
gressman Mario
Chandler. At that
time, it was not
possible: During
World War II
Matchabelli was
known for his
pronounced pro-
German position,
which is why the
US Administra-
tion did not allow
him to enter the
country.

bm&0bs gomo s gomean 35Rsdgmoa
Norina Gilli and Giorgi Matchabelli
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In America
Antiquarian and Perfumer

To support Giorgi Matchabelli’s family living in
Italy, having no income after the occupation of Georgia,
Norina returned to the stage. American director Maurice
Gests invited her to New York, where a remake of “The
Miracle” was staged. The success was so great that it was
performed a thousand times.

Norina was at the peak of popularity, but Giorgi nev-
er thought to depend on the income of his wife. By the
end of 1923 Giorgi Matchabelli also moved to America.
Couple’s first apartment in New York City was in 471,
Park Ave. Later he moved to the apartment at 320 East
57th Street.

“A poor and hungry one abroad can maintain nei-
ther the dignity nor fulfil political activities for one’s
country, - said Giorgi Matchabelli to Mikhako Tsereteli,
- thus I will spend all my energy in the United States to
earn fortune which eventually will be useful for our in-
dependence activities”. In America, he made new plans
for liberation of Georgia and selection of a future type of
State arrangement. In Giorgi’s correspondence with his
old friends a great place is given to the analysis of mis-
takes in the policy of the Social-Democratic Government
of Georgia, National Democrats and his own, reasons of
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the occupation and tactics and strategy of future fights
for liberation.

In 1924, Giorgi Matchabelli leased space from the
company, “Douglas L. Elliman & Co” at 545, Madison Av-
enue, New York and opened an antique shop, which he
named “Red and Black” (Rouge en Noir) after the novel
by his favorite writer, Stendhal. In addition to the an-
tiques in the shop there were exhibited pieces of art, cig-
arettes, luxury items, perfumes. Giorgi contacted other
stores for the wholesale trade, as well as one of the Paris
fashion houses, which opened credit for supplying him
with linen. In letters sent by him to Giorgi Kereselidze in
July 1924, he described his shop, and asked his friend,
to send from Berlin samples of fashionable and high de-
mand subjects. I am opening a dukhan (or a shop), where
I will have everything for sale (here such type shops are
still very common). I will have everything for home (pic-
tures, furniture, carpets), just beautiful different small
items (cigarette and other boxes and cases, pendants
with stones, different decorative items: -silver, gold, or
anything else. Women dressing equipages, perfumes and
other. In addition, I will have models from Paris (one of
the Paris Houses opened my credit) and linen. I offer you
to become my Berlin correspondent. Besides in my shop,
I will have the overall wholesale division, and I have
made contacts with other different stores.

The following things are required: 1) all kinds of new
fashion women portmanteaus (hand held); - leather or
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Prince G. Matchabelli’s
“Rouge ot Noire”

EXHIBITION
e oy s e

AMBASSADOR HOTEL
Fridpy, Jenwary 'm’!l;ﬂ M-‘

355%0s ,bomgmo s dogo” 1925
Shop “Red and Black”, 1925

silk. 2) chains for neck pendants from different stones;
- original. Now very popular here 3) Different enamel
boxes; - Cigarette-cases, matches, Bonn-Bonnet and
more. 4) Different table deco items. 5) Christmas gifts:
small, original, fancy articles (6e3menymrku) “.

In his letter dated to September Giorgi informed
his friend: I describe the Dukhan (shop) to you. I took
a small room in a very good street (Madison Ave, 545)
the best ever place, around which there are wonderful
shops. I put the name of the shop Rouge et Noir (red
and black) in large letters and a small inscription below
it: Antiquities, objects d’art, cigarettes, perfumes, there-
fore old and new items (artistic works), cigarettes and
perfumes. The primary focus will be on, of course, the
first two objects. Cigarettes make an attractive material.
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The whole room will be held as a nice little salon, with
elegant tables and “comfortable” chairs and seats, where
all the guests will be welcome with a cigarette (free of
charge). All my acquaintances and non-acquaintanc-
es will be sent inviting cards, that while shopping (i.e.,
when they go to buy) they can take a rest at my Dukhan
and smoke a cigarette. They like this terribly, i.e. smok-
ing, and there is no place like this in whole New York.
Also the place I found is in the heart of the shops, where
rich Americans, especially women go from one store to
another. So if God helps me, the business would go not
too badly. T need gifts: cigarette-cases, boxes (for cig-
arette, or any other things, powder, sweets and more).
Original tobacco boxes, various entertainment items, as
well as small pouches for beautiful women to carry, both
of leather and silk. Also leather accessories, but all of
these of a new shape and type”.

Giorgi’s marketing move was interesting - short rest
brake in a comfortable salon with free cigarettes for
women while shopping. Despite this novelty, Matchabelli
store did not became popular among buyers which made
Giorgi upset. Norina noticed this and asked her friends,
New York elite representatives to drop in the store as
if accidentally, examine and buy something there. This
would cheer Giorgi up and make his life easier.

A writer, Mercedes de Acosta with her friends - Greta
Garbo and Cecil Beaton visited Giorgi. The women were
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attracted more by Giorgi’s charm than his shop and the
friends started visiting him by their own desire. Their
friendship with Giorgi deepened over time.

Giorgi soon made a name as a businessman, but
did not forget his long fascination - the art of perfum-
ery. At their very first meeting he noticed that they had
attached small bouquets of living flowers on the chest,
from which was coming a strong smell and he realized
that, women needed perfumes as lipstick and powder.
“Spraying of a perfume, leaving their own footprints -
that’s what these women lack and want”. While living in
Paris, Giorgi worked at a lab of a special perfume shop
of a famous French perfumer Francois Coty at Fountain
Avenue. Coty made more than 130 varieties of perfume
products, some of them listed among the most popular
and aromatic fragrances of the twentieth century. Fran-
cois Coty had shops in London, Moscow, Mexico, Argen-
tina and Brazil already from the 1910s, but his perfumes
had not entered the United States by then.

Like art, perfumes of that time were marked with
extravagance, novelty seeking, a variety of stylistic di-
rections. Paris was the center, where evolved and devel-
oped avant-garde ideas. Namely in Paris, after gaining
experience in Francois Coty laboratory and after in New
York, Giorgi started and continued in the kitchen of his
antiques shop blending fragrance oils to create a formu-
la his own perfume.
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One day, when the women visited the store as usu-
al, Giorgi met them with an unexpected surprise, a new
fragrance. Women accepted and fell in love with this un-
usual fragrance. Giorgi soon found that his clients were
more interested in perfumes than in antiques.

The recognition of the perfume turned a Georgian
prince and antiquarian into a perfumer. Giorgi showed

gmobbys 3m@o

Francois Coty
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a rare gift of a perfumer, his sensitive “nose” could in-
tensify the sense that would affect a person’s taste. His
unique olfactory or a smell memory was ahead of the
fashion trends. Expressing emotions by flavors became
Giorgi’s main goal.

After the First World War, perfumery started to take
its place in French and European industry. When after
the war the United States Army left for its homeland,
soldiers brought as gifts and souvenirs a variety of lux-
ury items, which were then unknown in America. These
were, first of all traditional to France perfumes and cos-
metics. As a result, French luxury penetrated into Amer-
ican life, especially French expensive perfumes which
always took a distinctive place in French culture. Thus,
French symbols broke into the American market, they
were completely new and very promising fields of the lo-
cal commerce.

In the 1920s, the United States did not yet have its
own production of perfumery. What was sold were poor
imitations of French fragrances, but still very expensive.
That is why it came into vogue to wear a little flower bou-
quet on the chest; which maintained sprinkled fragrance
flavors throughout the day. Later Giorgi highlighted the
perfumery and abandoned a business of antiques. An-
tique shop “Rouge et Noir” was altered into a perfume
shop, though he maintained the salon where he received
clients and by help of Cecil Beaton, renovated its design.
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In the second part of the shop he organized a lab where
he blended oils and received new fragrancies. Simulta-
neously he increased his professional awareness. During
two years Giorgi Matchabelli attended evening classes
in perfumery and cosmetics of Professor Wimmer at the
College of Pharmacy of Columbia University in New York.

Giorgi opened his own company - Prince Matcha-
belli Perfume Company in 1926, which expanded and
garnered prestige during four years. In 1927 he created
his first perfume product — a perfume dedicated to his
wife - “Princess Norina”, which triggered more than two
dozen perfumes, au de colognes and new fragrancies.
The company was slowly expanding. From 1927 Match-
abelli Perfumes appeared at a more prestigious Berg-
dorf-Goodman’s, 754, Fifth Avenue, soon after a new lab
was arranged at East 60th Street, and then at the ad-
dresses — 686, Lexington Avenue and 56, East 60th were
launched perfume shop-saloons.

In 1928 Giorgi Matchabelli offered to the public a
novelty-bath oil, which he called “Abano”. The following
year it was joined by the perfume of the same name. It
was Matchabelli’s first masterpiece, which transformed
the process of bathing into a beautiful and wonderful mo-
ment of indulgence. It was an oriental perfume warmed
up with an exotic scent. This was a new concept. Two years
after Giorgi Matchabelli’s death, in 1937, the Paris-based
magazine “Vogue” published a special article dedicated to
the new trend in American Beauty - Bath Oil.
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Bath oil “Abano”

Matchabelli advertisements were published in
American newspapers: “Prince Matchabelli” oil, added
in small quantities to pleasantly warm water will give
you a chance to feel extraordinal pleasure. After it is
gradually absorbed by the body you will sink in this ori-
ental flavor for a few hours. Find some time - enjoy this
luxury. It will raise your mood, relieve fatigue, and will
pamper and cuddle you. When you go out in the evening
for a long time, thanks to it you will be surrounded by
a magical aura ($ 1.50). “Prince Matchabelli” perfume

7



LyBs8m, 30 s Y bMEMMN ,5856m"

Perfume, powder and deodorant “Abano”
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Abandon your cares

Jr—
Drift in a scented dream world.  ABAN() | bewitching blend of mind-soothing
While you bathe, Abano’s exofic @l scents. You feel soothed, smoothed

fragrance relaxes your mind as it
anoints your body with its fontaliz- Abono, the frogrance that clings
ing perfume. Your tensions slip 10 your skin for hours. Abano Per-
away, released through Abono's & /vmed Both Oil—1.501016.50 1

Abane Perfumed Bath Oil by Prince Matchabelli

+..and you stay that way with
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ABANO

BATI O AND PRABRANCE ACCEBRONIEE

" & PRINCE MATCHABELL|
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Advertisements for Bath oil “Abano”

“Golden Autumn” - is a modern, very distinctive and ex-
citing extra warm ginger-scented perfume. If you want
to be the best, like its name is, apply it proudly and hap-
pily. It will be a prerequisite for everything unusual. Put
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Advertisements for “Prince Matchabelli” production

a few drops on your wrists, elbows, neck, behind the
ears. This is the right thing to do when using a fragrance
to feel its smell best ($ 4.00)”, “Wind Song” “Prince
Matchabelli” Cologne - sprinkle it on your neck, arms
and forehead after taking the bath. This will give you a
pleasant sensation of coolness throughout the day. Take
it frequently. It has a wonderful delicate fragrance of
flowers and a forest that will create a good mood for you
and those around you ($ 0.75)”.

Prices, which are referred to in the advertisement,
were not distinguishable from other promotional state-
ment prices, but a refined and poetic text was clearly
distinguished from other advertisements and they made
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G. MATCHABELLI
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Machabeli family coat of arms and Giorgi Matchabelli perfume bottles design
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a splendid evidence of his theories. In advertisements
(including TV) Giorgi Matchabelli indicates where and
how to apply or spray a perfume to make the smell open
better. Spots and spray technology is still an accepted
norm, but its motto: “work, quality and good taste”, was
a breakthrough in the theories about fragrant waters,
that a frequent use of one and the same scent causes
identification of the flavor and an individual, “makes an
integral identity-sameness between you and the scent.
And that the principle works as the magic”, - was also
adopted by other companies. Giorgi created, prepared,
decorated and advertised fragrances himself.

The greatest success to the company was brought
by application as a design of a royal crown decorat-
ed in gold depicted on the Matchabelli famiy coat of
arms. Renowned fragrance “The Queen of Georgia”
in a golden crown-shaped bottle with a cross caused
excitement in the American Society. The perfume he
dedicated to the failed queen, Marine Machabeli. Ini-
tially the bottles were made from German porcelain,
after in the Glass Products Company of a working in
America another Georgian entrepreneur, George Kobi
(Grigol Kobakhidze) were made transparent glass bot-
tles, which, as the encyclopedia notes, “are considered
the finest examples of handcrafted glass vails”. They
were produced by a semi-automatic method, but gold
plating, gilding and strip production was still manu-
al as in old times. Soon it was followed by other per-
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fumes, Colognes, compact powder and lipsticks. They
also were decorated with a “Prince Matchabelli” crown
- his trademark.

According to a Georgian expert of arts and perfum-
er, Irina Asatiani "Broadway bohemian air gives to this
away from home prince a chance. to express his concern
and at the same time respect his revered country, and
make its name known world wide — Sakartvelo.That
is why Giorgi Matchabelli fragrance names “Queen of
Georgia”, “Abano” express deep affection for his home-
land. Discovered forms, the crowns are sophistically de-
signed and make fine pieces of art”.

In a short time Matchabelli fragrances conquered all
of America, reached Japan and gained a great interest
there also. Surprisingly sophisticated and technically
complex shape bottles had individual names and con-
tained different fragrances. His findings in this area
turned out to be the most avant-garde, because even to-
day, XXI century, in perfume trends there dominates a
single design, the same shape bottles used for different
types-of perfumes.

Production of “Prince Matchabelli” successfully
overcome the crisis of the 1930s, and soon stood in the
lines of the foremost products. Giorgi hoped that he
could cover the whole Earth with his “crowns and other
bottles of perfume”, because he could see that “the pres-
tige of his perfumes was advancing higher and higher in
great pace”.
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1328 PARK STREET
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George Coby bottle on the background of other perfume bottles

In the mid 20’s Prince Giorgi Matchabelli developed
his concept of an individualized, characterized by its own
properties well known fragrance (Prince Matchabelli).
Born in Georgia, but educated in Europe, Prince Match-
abelli came to America after the Russian Revolution, in
1919. In 1930, he began to position himself, as one of the
primary driving forces, initiative organizer and author of
American perfume creators in the avant-garde of the in-
dustry. Although the impact was really French, all of his
celebrated flavors, aromas, scents and perfumes were
created here, in America”, - noted cosmetics directory.
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Giorgi Matchabelli brand mark -a crown on powder, lipstick and mascara
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Advertisements for “Prince Matchabelli”

production

The company’s first workers were his friends - dis-
placed aristocrats like him, their wives and daughters,
so the staff drew up the most noble, courteous and polite
personnel throughout America. They decorated, packed
and delivered the products to the clients themselves.
Most importantly, Giorgi himself was the best advertise-
ment of his products. His flawless appearance, refined
manners, style of speech attracted customers, especially
women, like a magnet. “Always trying to please people at



the press conferences, simple meetings and receptions”
- a reference from the directory of “Cosmetics”.

One of his lifelong friends, Cyril Gurge, became a
chief perfume chemist for the company, while another
friend, Prince Alexander Tarsaidze became an acting
head and treasurer of the company around 1935. Paul
Petrovitch Wrangell, Baron von Ludenho was an official
representative of the company.

“Prince Matchabelli”, production was consumed by
all social classes, races and ethnicities. In addition, due
to business calculations, Giorgi Matchabelli’ s priority
was a high quality which would have clients despite the
high price. He used to say: I want to become the most

Lbgoobbgs dBm3abs s MMl gmszmbgda

Perfume bottles of different sizes and shapes
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expensive perfumer and so all my
energy is directed to creation of the
most beautiful and best products. ...
We need a little bit of time to gain
the prestige and after that we should
not be afraid of prices”.

The company was intensively
preparing for the holidays. For ex-
ample, as a gift for Valentine’s Day
they created a congratulatory Co-
logne of lilac and exotic fresh flow-
ers, which was packed in paper with
red hearts. For Christmas greetings
he decorated perfumes with Christ-
mas bells, red, white and golden rib-
bons, prepared presents with unique and fascinating fla-
vored mixtures. According to his opinion “skin color and
texture has nothing to do with the election of fragrance;
The blonds, brunettes and auburns, above all, are hu-
man beings — individuality makes the world go round”.
The perfumes helped women to demonstrate their indi-
viduality, tenderness, femininity, spiritual aura.

“Once upon a time there was a prince. He mixed a
wonderful perfume for his beloved princess and they
lived a happy life after and forever ... these words sound
like a fairy tale, but it is not a fairy tale at all. This is a true
story of Prince Matchabelli and a great perfumery soci-

omgqbobomg @ombondg
Aleksandre Tarsaidze



Especially
at Christmas . . . every woman deserves a crown

Jabulous gifts of fragrance by IWM WC[IL
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Advertisements for “Prince Matchabelli” production

ety, which he founded here in the United States in the
early 1920s. So began an article in one of the American
women’s magazines. After this the magazine informed
the readers about the origin of the Prince. Prince Giorgi
Matchabelli was the eldest son of a kind and noble fam-
ily in Georgia, in the high mountains of Caucasus, be-
cause it was a rich Noble House it had extensive lands
and Prince Giorgi was sent to Berlin’s Royal Academy
to study mining ... during his student hood blending of
the fragrances was an amusing hobby for him, but this
entertainment brought him great wealth”.

He opened a company branch in Paris, and appoint-
ed a recognized political and public figure, one of the
founders of the National Democratic Party, Spiridon Ke-
dia as its head, and started to release products in Paris
and London (London Agency was led by a Georgian Em-
igrant, Prince Sumbatashvili). The enterprise was locat-
ed in the village of Clamart near Paris, he also opened a
small shop adorned with mirrors, which reflected gold
crown vials making a beautiful show, in front of the most
luxurious and famous Channel “perfumery shop” in Par-
is. When asked --So why then, do you believe that your
products can stand the competition, Giorgi replied: peo-
ple will think that exactly my products are the compet-
itors of this company and at least out of mere interest
people will open the doors of my small, but glittering
store”. This psychological maneuver really worked and
brought him a large profit.
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Advertisements for “Prince Matchabelli” production

Matchabelli company had stores in European cities:
Cannes, Nice, Basel, Lucerne and others.From the per-
fumes created by Giorgi Matchabelli especially notewor-
thy are:

Violetta de la Reine (1924), Ambre Royal (1927),
Imperial Violet (1927), Princess Norina (1927), Queen
of Georgia (1927), Queen of Nile (1928), Qeen of Egypt
(1928), Qeen of Babylon (1928), Abano (1928), Ave
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35R58mab Jomabos 3o60Ddn 1930
Machabeli shop in Paris, 1930
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Perfume packaging
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Giorgi Matchabelli with perfumes
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Machabeli in the perfume shop

Maria (1928). Princess Maria (1928), Duchess of York
(1934), Stradivari (1935), Wing song (1935), Muguet
(1935), Lilac (1935), Honeysuckle (1935), Caznation
(1935), Beloved (1935), Opaline Noir (1935), Opaline
Blanche (1935), Opaline Reuge (1935), Cidden Autumn
(1935), Infanta (1935), Added Attraction (1935).



B It should be noted that Giorgi Matchabelli company
N\ (i A\ made nominative “perfumes for prominent” representa-
i ' tives of the American elite. Among them we can list: Glo-
ria Swanson called “The Goddess of the Silent Screen”,
Dolores Costello, a wife of a well-known American media
magnate William Randolph Hearst, famous philanthro-
pist Mrs. WR Hearst, philanthropist Polly Lauder Tun-
ney - a wife of an American professional boxer, world
champion Gene Tunney and others.

Giorgi Matchabelli dedicated special perfumes to
members of various royal families, including: Duch-
ess of York Elizabeth, whose husband, Albert, in 1936
became the monarch of UK by the name of George VI;

bybsdmygdo ,3M0b3gbs bmM0bs® s “Gybymo dHMIsbo”
Perfumes “Princess Norina” and “ Russian Lily”

Lmbsdmygda ,Laggemgmo®, 039 3oM0s”, ,808Do@3gmmdal 30ds@gds
Perfumes “Lover”, “Ave Maria”, “Added Attraction”

gomtan 3shsdgmol dg436omn bnbsdmgdnsb asbbe-
39093800 banb@gmgbme: Violetta de la Reine (1924), Ambre
Royal (1927), Imperial Violet (1927), Princess Norina (1927),
Queen of Georgia (1927), Qeen of Nile (1928), Qeen of Egypt

1 ;] bybsdmgda ,6ommbob EgEmBsme* s ,AMommgool gomgsmo’
(1928), Qeen of Babilon (1928), Abano (1928), Ave Maria Perfumes “Queen of the Nile” and “Queen of the North”

Queen of the Nile
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Gloria Swenson

domoabgb@ 3gmbEo
Millicent Herst

mmmegh gmbGgemm
Dolores Costello

Queen Marie of Ro-
mania, as well as to
Anna Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, a wife of US
President Franklin
D. Roosevelt.

During a 1929-
1933 economic crisis,
the so-called “Great
Depression” a lot
of companies went
bankrupt, not one
of the bankrupt mil-

%06 &b @ 3meo maggMo lionaires committed

Gene Tunney and Paul Lauder suicide. Grigol Ko-

bakhidze also went
bankrupt, but was still able to help struggling Georgians.
In such a situation Matchabelli production successfully
overcome the crisis and found its place among the lines
of the most advanced, “only Matchabelli company de-
velops trade nonstop in the years of this scary depres-
sion, - wrote Spiridon Kedia. 10 years Giorgi Matchabelli
created a million-dollar business from a simple hobby
and become an innovator -He filled a void that existed
in American perfumery industry.

In June 1935, at 711, Fifth Avenue, New York, on the
11th floor of the former building of national broadcast-
ing opened a new demonstration hall, “Prince Matcha-
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Duchess Elizabeth
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a0mMa0 dohodgmads b3dgnsmeyco bybsdmgda doyydmgbo
Lbgowabbgs J399460l Ladgmm mgsbgdbss, 3gMdme: om-
30L 396 (3ma0b0s gemobadgel, Gmdmoal dgymmyg smdg@Eo
1936 Bgmb oo 360G obgmalb gogMcmnsbgdygmo Lodggmb
dmbatmdo aobs xmeyx Vi-ob LobgmBmwgdao; Gd0bgomal
gEmPsm daMasl, sbggg 933 3Mgbogb@ol RMSb3mab
@oerobm Ggd3gemGoeb 8ggmegb grmgmbm®s HadggmEL.

belli“. It covered nearly 1,700 square meters of space for
the office, factory and exhibition. Modernist interior of
the hall with Victorian and Russian decorative elements
was designed by Cecile Beaton. Unfortunately, Giorgi
Matchabelli was already dead at the time.

Cosmetics produced by
Giorgi Matchabelli company,
which was mainly of bath and
makeup type is worthwhile
mentioning. His lipsticks,
mascara, eye shadows, etc

99306700b EgEmasma daMos
Maria, Queen of Romania

were very successful. Spe-
cial attention was paid to
the product packaging and
advertisements, which also

9@gmbm®s Ggdggm@o
attracted wide circles of Eleonora Roosevelt

buyers.
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After Giorgi Matchabelli’s death in 1936 Norina
sold, Prince Matchabelli “for $ 250,000. The new ow-
ner - Saun Ganz, the company “ D. Lizner & Co” - resold
“Prince Matchabelli” to a well-known chemical compa-
ny, “Vicks Chemical” in 1941. In coming years, Giorgi
Matchabelli company changed several owners. In 1958, it
was bought by “Chesebrough-Pond’s”, in 1987 by “Unile-

»3606(30 85R53mab* 3Gmed (309

“Prince Matchabelli” production
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96 Advertisements for “Prince Matchabelli” production
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Bom-0m 30, ,3606(30 8ohodmab” bogdmbLbEMsz0m aMmdsbo s baemmba
New-York, showroom and saloon of “Prince Matchabelli”

ver” and from 1993 it
became a property of
an American cosmet-
ics group “Perfumes
De Coeur “.

aom@ao 85Rs8gmoa, 1929
Giorgi Matchabelli, 1929
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Packaging and design of “Prince Matchabelli” production
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Public activities of Giorgi Matchabelli in America

Business did not interfere with public activities of
Giorgi Matchabelli. He was an active member of a small
Georgian Diaspora. He helped and supported Georgian
emigrants in America. He was interested in deepening
and strengthening of devotion of the young people to
their homeland. He wrote: “we should bring up future
fighters for liberation of Georgia, its independence”.

At the beginning of the 1930s the number of Geor-
gians living on the East Coast of the USA became so ev-
ident that there was born an idea of establishment of
a Georgian community. The idea came from Pavle and
Tamar Kvaratskhelia. The family of Tamar Kvaratskhe-
lia-Jorjikia was exiled to America from Harbin, as well
as Aslan Kruashvili, Costa Khuntsaria and others. They
knew perfectly well the importance of a community for
settlement of refugees in a new land. Georgian commu-
nity founded in Harbin in 1908 under the leadership
of Ivliane Khaindrava was the biggest and wealthiest
among other Georgian communities before World War
II. Wealthy Georgian emigrants from Harbin supported
their families and relatives in their home country and
also helped Georgian cultural institutions. After the Bol-
shevik occupation of Georgia, the community supported

2
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0306 o 353y 33oMs3bgmogda
Tamar and Pavle Kvaratskhelia

the legation of the emigrated government, Georgian ref-
ugees and the communities in Europe. A cash register
of mutual aid which operated on annual membership
fees (12 rubles) and donations helped the new comers
in finding accommodation and jobs, took care of elderly
and disabled Georgians. Community had a library and
a Georgian school, they gave performances and “live
picture” shows. Harbin Georgians celebrated Christmas
and New Year, St. Nino’s Day, Easter, Tamar’s Day, na-
tional holidays, significant dates, and days of mourning
together.
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Members of the Georgian community

dobndg (539009303mb 33530 dobodols gz@mbo dds), HmImol
mm@dsmmdbom g91603ds ,007905" s M3dybndg JoMoyymo
LodmgMs dgobmyyms s bbg. Mmam®(3 3o3my 33oMasbgmos
39603653009, 30b0 IgbmIgemn 539M03gegdn mobodmbgb Jo-
Gormmo mbobom. 3930M3s 5dgM039mads 30 LbmMgo ocmm3dg-
b0b Byosmmdam gongm bodoMomggmmb s@bgdmds.

dgmMg gl ©onb@gMgbgdnm doMmsmgol sanemm-
3603 aobgmdo g0dmg39946w@s (36mds Lamzab@m3mb ssmbg-
b0l bg0dmsb 8303306093000 S 0bgM@mBd(300 Lojofmag-
b dgbobgd.

1932 Bmob o3Momdo bLomgob@m3ma doomm magozosm-
@60 JoMGns s Georgian Assotiation in the USA, 6ol 398-
0935(3 MJASMYMOE gobsgMdm smbgdmds.

24 5360l go0dsmms bLomgolbBmImb oMmgzgmoa 30gds,
mdgmdg s06mhRogb asdggmds s dobo Bg36gdo. mo3d-

®KOm3dMgE 3ogmyg 33oMosbgmos sesbabgmagl. dmdwys-
b mEo bemab go6dsgmmdsdn 83 3mbEdg mExge somhagl

The initiative was supported by Giorgi Matchabelli,
Vaso Dumbadze and Vano Kobakhidze and on November
28, 1931 the first meeting of the Board was held in New
York, at the restaurant, “Sarjveladze Cellar®. A member
of the Statute commission Vano Kobakhidze designed a
Georgian coat of arms, which decorated Georgian com-
munity letterheads and documents for a long time. Geor-
gian community was founded on the 1st of December.
Three months later, on January 31, 1932, in Iankers near
New York, the community was solemnly consecrated at
the Kvaratskhelia home. There were invited 54 guests.
Georgian flags were flying not only in the street where
the Kvaratskhelia lived, but all the way from New York to
Iankers. Welcome speeches were made by Vaso Dumbadze
- the first representative of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia in the United States, Mose Shanidze (academi-
cian Akaki Shanidze’s elder brother), who conducted a
choir which sang the Georgian anthem “Dideba” (Glo-
ry), several Georgian songs and
so forth. As Pavle Kvaratskhe-
lia pointed out, their American
neighbors were fascinated by
the Georgian Feast. Many of the
Americans heard about Geor-
gia only thanks to the flags. The
next day, the Tankers newspaper
published a notice for those in-

terested about the celebration
Joorgmo bomgzgob@mImb ggMdo
The Coat of arms of Georgian community 101
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of the community
establishment and
information about
Georgia.

In April 1932, the
community received
an official charter of
Georgian  Associa-
tion in the USA, after
which it continued
to exist legally. April
24, was held the
first meeting of the
community, where
there was elected
the Board and its
members. Paul Kvar-
atskhelia was vot-
ed as a Chairman.
During the next two
years Giorgi Matchabelli was elected twice on this post.
After his retirement from the chairmanship he continued
as the secretary-treasurer fulfilling his duties punctually.
Giorgi Matchabelli loaded with the deeds of his Perfume
Company was no longer effectively involved in the cultur-
al and educational activities of the Georgian community
in New York, but he gave great financial assistance not
only to the community, but to all Georgians in need.

. 35R39m0 @ bmMnbo
Giorgi Matchabelli and Norina
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Although in America Giorgi Matchabelli was no lon-
ger engaged political activities as much as in Europe,
his correspondence clearly shows how much he thought
about the reasons for the loss of independence and
looked for the ways to rescue his enslaved homeland. In
order to achieve the support of American Administration
on the issue of the independence of Georgia it was nec-
essary to eliminate false propaganda spread by Russia
that Georgia was United to Russia voluntarily. (National
Republic of Georgia, Government Printing Office, Wash-
ington, 1926) America recognized only the independence
of occupied by Russia Poland, Finland and Armenia. In
getting the USA Administration interested in the issues
of occupation of Georgia great role was played by a fi-
nancier of Morgan Bank Vasil Dumbadze. He arrived in
America in 1924. In 1925, in New York, was published
his book - “The Caucasian Republics: the little democra-
cies the world forgot, F. Hubner & Co., New York, 1925)
which attracted the interest of Georgian emigrant circles.
At the beginning of 1926, the government of Georgia in
France, authorised V. Dumbadze and appointed him as
a representative of Georgia in the United States. In 1926
and 1929 by the leadership of V. Dumbadze, there were
founded organizations “American Society of Caucasus”
and “Committee of Protection of the Rights of Georgia”,
chairmen of which were well-known political figures and
diplomats Henry and Leon Wilsons, the aim was to intro-
duce Caucasian republics to American public. By the ef-
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Vasil Dumbadze in America (at the background, to the right)

forts of these organizations Senator R. Copland and MP.
Walton passed twice a resolution to the Senate and the
House of Representatives, and the Congress published a
361-page book about Georgia, which is titled: National
Republic of Georgia” (National Republic of Georgia, Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 1926).

Giorgi Matchabelli had a different view about the
political activism of his old friend Vaso Dumbadze. He
believed that it would have been better first to accumu-
late millions for fighting about Georgian issue. Never-
theless, Giorgi was supportive to him in this activity and
highly appreciated Vaso’s dedication.
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Giorgi Matchabelli, sculpture by Giorgio Scapini

Giorgi Matchabelli supported Vaso Dumbadze’s an-
other initiative —helping the emmigrant young people
to obtain higher education. Like the millionaires, Grigol
Kobakhidze and Alexi Mdivani Giorgi Matchabelli had
fellows in Europe as well as America. In 1930, he gave
great financial assistance to Teliko Koke-Nikoladze in
Europe and the “Student Support Committee”. Under
the guidance of Ekvtime Takaishvili. He provided schol-
arships and accommodation to several young Georgians
who arrived from Europe to study at American univer-
sities.

During 1929-1933 great economic crisis, the so-called
“Great Depression” and Japanese occupation of the
North China - Manchuria, Georgian emmigrants living
in Europe and Manchuria faced hard times. The results
of this severe depression in America were not as hard as
in Europe, so, many of them moved to the United States.
Chairman of the community Vaso Dumbadze solved legal
problems for them with the US Administration, Giorgi
Matchabelli and Grigol Kobakhidze (George Cobi) a glass
producer, gave them financial and social aid.

In August 1933, Giorgi Matchabelli was trusted a post
of the chairman of established in France Georgian Nobili-
ty Union (L’Union de la noblesse géorgien en France). One
of the main objectives of the committee, along with chari-
ty, was material aid for Georgian emigrant organizations.
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Death

By June 1935, in New York’s 5th Avenue Giorgi
Matchabelli was planning to open an elegant demon-
stration hall. For the event he invited the best disigner,
a British artist Cecil Bettin and photographer Pavel Che-
lishchev, but he did not make it. In March 1935, with the
purpose of opening branches he traveled to California
and Shanghai. He returned back immensely tired, with
high temperature. On the way home he caught a cold
and, despite the fact that they successfully treated pneu-
monia at that time, he died of it in a week’s time. At the
patient’s bedside, were sitting his wife Norina and his
old friend, a cousin of the last Russian Emperor Nicho-
las IT, Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna Romanova.

It was hard to believe that this man, full of life would
die such a sudden death. “good Georgian, devoted fighter
for his country fell victim to the flu - ...” - reported the
magazine “Independent Georgia”, though one part of the
immigrants connected his death to Soviet secret services.

April 3, lots of people came to the church. Among
them were, Minister of the USA Post Farley, Senator Co-
pland and others. In the Church under the Georgian flag
lay Giorgi Matchabelli clad in Chokha akhalukhi.

Around the coffin were standing guards of honor,
Georgians in national Chokhas. The service was con-
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ducted by the local Metropolitan. Suddenly, I heard
Georgian prayer echoed from the top of the choir singing
“Lord have mercy”. It was the Dean Iason Kapanadze,
who specially arrived from Cleveland. It seemed that the
whole church gave a shake. Prayers exchanged glances.
Most of Georgians, who had been standing outside and
some of them had never visited the church before, now
hearing the Georgian liturgy could no longer hold back
the tears... it was hard to see the loss of a Georgian, but
harder was the nation’s strength and hope, expressed in
this unexpected form of a prayer in Georgian. There were
Georgians, for whom this was the first Georgian liturgy
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in their lifetime. At this moment the Georgians felt spir-
itual awareness, the nation’s greatness and utmost re-
spect and gratitude to Father Iason Kapanadze - wrote P.
Kvaratskhelia, -the death of such a man is a great loss for
the country ... our small nation has always been facing
ordeals — every sound Georgian counts for our country
and at the time of death it is required to report it. Death
is a kind of test for USA before the country. Who did
what, what were the desires we had. The great have more
responsibilities, from common people we need only a
kind heart and goodwill to its motherland. Woe, to that
Georgian, who in his lifetime was not a Georgian. At the
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Deceased Giorgi Matchabelli
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grave of such a Georgian no word will be pronounced. As
for Giorgi’s grave many emotional words will flow”.

The Mass was conducted in three languages - Geor-
gian, Russian and English. Huge amount of people saw
Giorgi Matchabelli to Long Island Mount Olivet ceme-
tery in New York. Spiridon Kedia described the grave
of his just died friend and the love, which Giorgi was
surrounded in his life and death. “Everyone loves him.
Memories of him are alive and painful in their hearts.
What has created this common passion and love to him?
No doubt it was Giorgi’s highly Georgian looks. He pos-
sessed many of traditional features of our nation. He
was warm and gentle; courageous and strong, fearless
and childish; devoted patriot of his homeland; charm-
ing, polite and generous”.

Giorgi Matchabelli had no children. He was con-
cerned about it and wrote “from four brothers only two
are alive, both of us childless”. After the death of Gior-
gi Matchabelli Norina Matchabelli opened a splendid
demonstration salon were there was exhibited portrait
of Giorgi in royal regals and continued her husband’s
business. Norina died in 1957 in the USA, is buried in
India, in Meherabad, Ahmadnagar, next to the temple
built in the name of an Indian mystic and spiritual lead-
er Meher Baba. Inscription on Norina Gilli grave reads:
Princess Norina, Was, Is and Will Ever Remain Baba’s”.



aom@aon 3oRsdgmb d30mgdo o6 3ymeos. Bybrs: ,mmbo
d30sb m@bams @azMbom s nbos Mdzommbom®. gomEanl
3065335 g30b 939 bmEnbs 35Rsdgmads goblbs d&MEy-
0bgomyg LoEEAmMbLGMs(30m bommbo, Loy godmegboemo
0ym aom@aol 3mOHGM g0 bLddgmm Mgasmogdom @S gdsaM-
dgmos 43Mab bogdg. bmMabs gomwsnzgams 1957 Bgmb »dd-
do, d3Mdsmmons 0bpmgmdn, nbomgmo dob@ozmbabs s
byemog®o 3mdmgfol 39396 d0dsb Lobgmdg sg9d9ma @od-
0L g39M©00 3739M0dowadn, dbJsEbogsmal dsbmmdmac.
bmEabs gomob Logmegdyg sbgmn Bombgmss: ,Princess No-
rina, Was, Is and Will Ever Remain Baba’s ” (,3606(39b5 6cm-
065 — 0ym s 393 046905 d585b0%) .

1957 Bgmb aobgmo ,bog-omEz 3gMomeo  GGadnbo®
3M0b39Lbs be@abs dohsdmal bgzMmmmada Bgfmes: ,1920-
056 bemgddo oxdbgdymon dohsdmoal dsMgyandgMos dmo-
0bMgds, GMmamMz goho-ghomo byo 1360d3bgmm3zo69L
LogMmadmMabm 3mM3mMs (3000056

935d a9d5dg30mo dmazombmmdl dohodmal (3bmgmg-
3oL 930DmMEgdL s sb3360L: LLEYMaL ob, 306z 53dMAL, o6
BodOmdL Mbosomme: Ms 3ga30dmnsb? sGeggml Bocmdmgsc-
a9bol.. 31339MDgdolb doomdn, d3dgMsDd dmgmgbgddo
3M0M3b0 oM™ -m. 835 0g0Mmb ymggmds JofMmzgmads ©o
03mgJ3gmb, 303d5dmb sbgo adaMgdl, oy LadosMmggmm

333 96 s0braglb 6MByobzomyr”.

bemM0bs gomob bogmaogo o 8 3mEsds

Grave and vault of Norina Gilli

In 1957, the New York Herald Tribune wrote in the
obituary of Princess Norina Matchabelli: “Matchabelli
Perfume company founded in 1920s, is considered as
one of the five most important international Corpora-
tions”.

Revaz Gabashvili tells the episodes of Matchabelli
life story and concludes: “wrong is he who says or thinks
miserably: What can we do? We are nothing! We are
nonentities in the battle of Giants and titanic events”.
Now if every Georgian thinks and acts, takes example of
such heroes, Georgia will brilliantly revive again”.
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Commemorating the name of Giorgi Matchabelli

After the death of Giorgi Matchabelli the company
that he had created did not close down — the company-
“Prince Matchabelli” is now based in Connecticut. Pro-
duction which it produces, is made under the founder’s
name and recipes and, most importantly, its logo is the
same — it was created by Giorgi Matchabelli - a golden
royal crown with a Georgian cross.

The name of Giorgi Matchabelli has remained not
only in the memory of Georgians. Young expert of the
USA Mariam Khatiashvili found out that in 1971 there
was established an award of Prince Matchabelli for wom-
en, “Sun Shower Award” for career achievements. This
award was first granted to: Nikki Giovanni, an Ameri-
can writer who was called a princess of Afro-American
poetry, Kay Mazo- New York City Ballet prima balleri-
na and Betsey Johnson — a designer. January 25, 1972
at “the Council of American handicrafts”, in New York,
three women were awarded at the “Prince Matchabel-
li” company-sponsored party by the company president
Frank Stamberg. In 1988 there was founded Prince
Matchabelli “National Hero Award” for men, Prince
Matchabelli company presented to the consumers a new
Au de cologne for men, “Hero”. The company cooper-
ates with a nongovernmental organization “America’s
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big brothers and big sisters” which was founded in 1904
in New York. The organization aims to help every child
to demonstrate their skills and abilities. It rewards real
heroes, whose names are exposed to American adults in
order to facilitate their future career planning this way.
In 1989, Prince Matchabelli national hero special award
was granted to one of the co-chairman of this non-gov-
ernmental organization Peter Gaylord. In 1989 Prince
Matchabelli national hero award in the field of art and
pop activities were given to: a famous American actor
and screenwriter Jim Hanson, McDonald’s “former di-
rector, a famous American philanthropist Edward Ren-

bodo gomgebo, dgmbo gmbbmbo s Jgo 8oDm

Nick Giovanni, Betsy Johnson and Key Mazo
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zy, and in 1990 the award was presented to the group,
“Alabama” a performer in the field of American country
music, Southern rock and Bluegrass music. Among the
award candidates were the 41th President of the United
States George Herbert Walker Bush, an American actor,
dancer and singer Bob Hope, American
baseball player Gary Carter and Amer-
ican comedian, writer and actor Jerry
Lewis and others.

A XX century legend, “Prince Match-
abelli” underwent some kind of mythol-
ogization and transformed in to a fabu-
lous hero in the XXI century American
literature. Most of the princes are in-
vented by the writers as literary fictional
characters, but there is one prince, who

-
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who expressed all his knowledge “about the women of
the whole world by fragrances in bottles. Unlike the
princes invented by writers, this Georgian-born prince,
Giorgi Matchabelli, entered the literary world and found
his place on the pages of books.

We meet Prince Matchabelli in the novel by a Cana-
dian writer Kim Cresswel “Reflection”.

A little girl called Whitney dreams that when she
grows up, she will marry Prince Matchabelli and live in
a beautiful palace. At the age of 10 she found out that
Prince Matchabelli, was not a true Prince, but only the
company that produced her mother’s favorite perfume.

We find Prince Matchabelli’s name in other books
too in the context of the perfume created by him, among
others, in the books by Derek McCormack “The Shov
that Smeels”, Patty Kirk “Confessions of an Amateur be-
liever’s”, Kathleen Hills “Hunter’s Dance”, Diana Prince
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“The Bees in winter: Poems” and other.

From the poetry should be noted William Tracey
(the book “Strands of Memory: Repised”) and his poem
“Elicited Memories”.

Prince Matchabelli perfume “Scent of the Wind” re-
minds the author his past romance, and he mentions
that his favorite woman used it a long time ago.

Now, suddenly, this feeling haunts the author, the
sweet puff of the fragrance coming from a woman pass-
ing by his side awoke exiting feeling of his bygone love.
According to the poem, the poet bought this perfume for
his wife now and for his beloved women a few years ago.
The effect is so strong that at the end of the verse he
says: “You can still feel the effects of “scent of the wind
again” by a mere mention of it.

Perhaps many American girls dreamed of marrying

3()[}6!
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Prince Matchabelli, “Prince Matchabelli” aromas re-
mainded and still remind many American men their be-
loved women and, perhaps, none of them knew that this
Prince - Giorgi Matchabelli - really existed, he was for-
gotten even by Georgians, but nevertheless he stepped
into immortality and became a legend.

In Soviet Georgia they did not know anything about
Giorgi Matchabelli’s activities in America, even worse, it
was forbidden even to mention his name.

At the end of the 1980s, along with the rise of nation-
al movement and in the footsteps of the demise of the
Soviet Union, came to life again the names of fighters
for the independence of Georgia. One of the first who re-
turned the name of Giorgi Matchabelli to his homeland
and introduced his biography to the society was Guram
Sharadze. In the 1990s, researchers of Georgian emigra-
tion began more in-depth study of the life and activities
of Giorgi Matchabelli.

In 2009, Giorgi Matchabelli Foundation had been
founded, which aims to promote the name and activities
of this great figure. The foundation is determined to find,
study and collect connected with his heritage documen-
tary sources, periodicals, articles, photos, films, frames,
perfume samples, vials, publicist, memoir, epistolary or
other materials scattered in Georgia and abroad. It will
be not of less importance to restore and revive chemical
formulas of “The Prince Matchabelli” fragrances.

The Foundation held a series of events: In May

I
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20009, in cooperation with the Institute of Political Sci-
ences it organized the conference “Georgian emigration:
History and Modernity”, collection of the conference
papers and articles was published in 2010 (“Georgian
emigration. I”). Published in 2011 and 2012 “Georgian
Emigration” IT and III collections were dedicated to Gi-
orgi Matchabelli

In 2013 the foundation together with the Science-Re-
search Institute of Georgian Emigration and Geography
of Grigol Robakidze University founded a thick scientific
journal “Georgian Emigration”. In 2013-2015 there were
published three issues of the magazine, the fourth is be-
ing prepared.

In November 2015 the
foundation held in Gori State _-
University an international
scientific conference “Geor-
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cated to the 130th birthday
and the 8oth death anniver-
sary of Giorgi Matchabelli. In
2016 there was published a
collection of conference pro-
ceedings.
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