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ou- Will Cnfess
Whether you
Wish it or not...

“l was unmercifully beaten’ they were
shouting "Bring in the device for electric cur-
rent’. What could I do? They were dictating
and I was writing” , says the former deputy
head of Police Criminal Department Mr. Beso
Gotsiridze. He was invited to the Parliament
to be heard at the Temporary Investigation
Commission under the demand of the mem-
ber of Parliament Mr. David Zeikidze. Ac-
cording to Gotsiridze: I was arrested at home
by people who claimed they were from the
Ministry of Internal Affairs. They demanded
from me to open the door. When I did so,
they entered the flat, one of them hit me in
the nose. I had a sever bleeding from the nose
and fell down. They put handcuffs on me and
took me to the Ministry of Internal Affairs”.
As Mr. Gotsiridze told at the police they de-
manded from him to confess in murdering the
Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs Mr. Gia
Gulua, Prosecutor of Tbilisi Mr. Mikheil
Kurdadze and “Thief in Law” Mr. Agajan.
“Chikovani clapped hands on my years. I fell
down. How long he continued to beat me I do
not remember. "If you do not confess that
you have murdered these people under the
orders of Zeikidze, we shall throw you over
the window.’ , threatened they.

When Zeikidze was the head of the De-
partment I never had any contacts with him.

hey told me that until they had arrested
eikidze I would have stay in jail. I'could not

understand what all this mean. They also used

to say that Zeikidze as well as Ivanov would
be brought there only dead. I tried not to pay
attention to beating. I heard that one man was
thrown-out of the window the other jumped
out himself from the Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs.

For three days I could not stand up. I was
beaten to such extent that they used to put wet
cloth on me. Then I was told to write that
under Zeikidze’s order I took a prisoner to
Thilisi Sea and killed him. They threatened
me that had I refused to write so they would
kill me. I did not have a lawyer, for 7 months
and 2 days I was under the arrest. Then some
decision was made and I was released.”, told
the former representative of the Law and Or-
der to the members of the Parliament.

“Rezonansi”’ newspaper, #247(663) December 6,
1996

The Condition of
Mr. Avtandil
Rtskhiladze
Remains Unclear

The Human Rights Commission of Geor-
gian Helsinki Union distributed the statement
about the present condition of the member of
the Supreme Council of Georgia, Deputy

Chairman of Human Rights Permanent Com-
mission of Supreme Council of Georgia.

The statement reads that his persecution
continues, his human rights are roughly vio-
lated and presently he even is refused in re-
ceiving his passport. The formal excuse of
this provided by the Republican Prosecutor’s
Office, namely, by deputy Prosecutor General .
Mr. Anzor Baluashvili is the fact that the Case
of Mr. Rtskhiladze was separated from the
Case of Mr. Kobalia, Molodinashvili,
Bokuchava, Dzidziguri and others, that he was
released under the given written undertaking
not to leave the place and hence he would nor
receive the passport.

The Human Rights Commission of Helsinki
Union considers such motivation as violation
of the Law and restriction of Mr. Rtskhiladze’s
rights, since his Case is not closed. And even
though the investigation is actually over the
Case was not passed to the Court for Hearing
while the charges still remain in effect. The
Commission believes that the deputy of the
Supreme Council from Helsinki Union Mr.
Avtandil Rtskhiladze is factually under house
arrest and is exposed to continuous psycho-
logical pressure from the Prosecutor’s Office.

“Mr. Avtandil Rtskhiladze was detained
with rough violation of Law on May 18, 1994
in his own flat by 15 policemen armed with
sub-machine guns who had never presemed
either detainment or search warranty” - reads
the statement of the Commission - “He was
placed in the isolator of the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs and charged with crimes envis-
aged by Articles 65, 78 and 73 of Criminal
Code. Preliminary investigation was over in
August. The investigation failed to-find tHe
fact confirming the guilt of the political. pris-
oner, he was not confronted with anybody.
Only the wife of Avtandil Rtskhiladze Mrs.
Marine Chelidze, was interrogated as a wit-
ness. On January 12, 1995 after 8 months of
imprisonment Mr. Avtandil Rtskhiladze was
released under written undertaking not to leave
the place. He was warned that if he would be
noticed to attend any rally, in the places of
meeting of people or if he had not cease any
political activities he would be arrested again.
At he same time it became known to Com-
mission that information center of the Minis-
try of Internal Affairs nearly for two years
was not informed about the fact that Mr.
Avtandil Rtskhiladze was released while in
the documents concerning him he was men-
tioned as being under arrest. It seems this cor-
responds to truth, since it is very difficult to
qualify the state of complete lawlessness as
freedom.

had been proved to torture people. The num-
ber of cases when officials proved to partici-
pate in torturing people were put to trial are
very few if any, though such precedents still
exist in criminal cases. As an example can
serve a well-known case of inhuman torturing
of the several suspects who were charged with
accusation of murdering Mrs. Chovelidze. This
Case is now being heard at Isani District Court.
Recently in the press appeared another in-
formation concerning one more famous case,
which has also been sent to the Court for hear-
ing. The Case was prepared by the investiga-
tion apparatus of Tbilisi Prosecutor’s Office
(investigator Japaridze). On August 4, 1996
the officers of the first subdivision of Internal
Affairs of Mtatsminda District Mr. Zurashvili,
Mr. Gochashvili and Mr. Aptsiauri arrested
Mr. Gia Abkhazava, the brother of Mr.
Mamuka Abkhazava, who had been suspected
in committing criminal assault. The arrest was
made under the pretense of necessity to inter-
rogate Mr. Gia Abkhazava to find out where-
abouts of his brother.
. According to the indictment deputy head
of the subdivision Mr. Zurashvili demanded
from Mr. Abkhazava’s brother to confess in
participation with his brother in criminal as-
sault. Mr. Gia Abkhazava refused to give such
testimony. Interrogation of Mr. Gia Abkhazava
continued during the whole night. He was
threatened that if he had refused to confess in
complicity in committing the crime, they would
have raped his mother and wife in his pres-
ence. The prisoner’s documents and car keys

were confiscated. His car was searched and as

a result some bullets were “found” in it. After
being severely beaten Mr. Gia Abkhazava was
forced to sign the Search Protocol and con-
fess that the bullets belonged to him.

At midnight the interrogation of the pris-
oner was resumed. In the room of the deputy
head of the subdivision Mr. Zurashvili was
put on a gas-mask the oxygen pipe of which
was tied up. He was then tied to the door of
the safe and beaten on the soles of his feet by
a bamboo stick. Abkhazava failed to endure
the torture and confessed his “guilt”.

After this interrogation Mr. Abkhazava was
hospitalized. In relation to the fact of his ille-
gal detainment and torturing the Staff Inspec-
tion of the Ministry of Internal Affairs made
an adequate conclusion which served as a basis
for bringing charges against the policeman. It
is noteworthy, that both cases concerning tor-
turing of the prisoners which reached the stage
of Court Hearing concerned the criminal cases.
In Georgia not a single fact of tortures that
were related to the political trials has ever
been investigated. Irrespective of the fact that
since 1993 at all political trials the political
prisoners mentioned the facts of their tortur-
ing, the names of the torturers and their posi-
tions. Furthermore, even such sensational and
recognized case as the fact of inhuman tortur-
ing of the political prisoner Mr. Zaza Tsiklauri
about which the public learned directly from
the head of Security Department. All this tes-
tifies to the fact that in Georgia double stan-
dards are in action and if the authorities un-

“der the pressure of international human rights

Double Standards
are in Action in
Georgia

The World Human Rights Organizations
are publishing many documents about brutal
tortures of prisoners and suspects in Georgia.
In each individual case these organizations
demand to put to trial and punish those who

organizations are induced in exceptional cases
at least formally to observe juridical norms
envisaged by international standards, they be-
come adamant when the question concerns the
case of political prisoners.

President’s
Mercy

Recently the newspapers basing on the in-
formation supplied by the “BGI” agency pub-
lished information saying that under the order
of the President of Georgia the former gover-
nor of Khobi Mr. Merab Gergaia was released

from the necessity to seivd “MLOL‘MHJ

jail. The former head of Khobi administration
was charged with the illegal wearing of the
weapons. The decision of the President of
Georgia about his release was motivated by

" the fact that Mr. Gergaia was fighting for

territorial integrity of Georgia and presen
is seriously ill.

It is exactly that Merab Gergaia during th
rule of whom in Khobi was murdered the phy-
sician Ezope Sichinava and the artist Vakhtang
Nodia died as a result of the inhuman tor-
tures. According to the residents of Khobi Mr.
Tepgiz Bulia (nicknamed as Kiroki) was un-
mercifully tortured with direct participation of
Mr. Gergaia (his calves were pierced with
spokes, after which pieces of flesh were cut
off by the knife the open wounds being abun-
dantly sprinkled with salt. In 1992 under his
direct order the corpse of the murdered pre-
fect Mr. Kajaia was dug out from his grave
and was subjected to violence. He demonstrated
exceptional brutality in 1993 in Khobi similar

His brutality was manifested not only by nu-
merous murders, but also by violence he hal
subjected the corpses to. Thus for example,
the killed members of the lawful National
Guards were thrown into the mud at the bank
of Khobistskali River.

It seems these very atrocities are attrlbuted
to as special merits especially considering the
fact that participation of the victim of the gov-
ernor Mr. Tengiz Bulia in Abkhazian war
which was more than once confirmed at the
ongoing Court Hearing by the official testi-
monies of the witnesses did not to the slight-
est extent lessen the severity of punishment
for his companions-in-arms (Gurgen Malania,
Gabriel Bendeliani, Karlo Jichonaia and Murtaz
Gulua who were sentenced to 13-15 years of
imprisonment irrespective of the fact that the
Court sent the majority of charges they have
been incriminated to, to the renewed investi-
gation). For the fact of murdering Mr. Tengiz
Bulia as well as of Mr. Vakhtang Nodia and
Ezope Sichinava was not appointed even pre-
liminary investigation.

. As for the “serious illness” whichserved
as the basis for mercy this motive sounds’es-
pecially cynical considering the fact that the
lives of tens of absolutely innocent political
prisoners are seriously endangered by tuber-

. to that he had shown earlier in Tsalenjikha.

culosis they suffer from and/or by the unbear- °

able conditions of imprisqnment. It seems, for
the leader of the nation the price of the life of
the prisoner is different for different prison-
ers. Some time ago Mr. Shevardnadze declared
that if the Court sentenced Mr. Jaba loseliani
to death he would have used his right imply-
ing pardon which is not surprising since it
was only natural for him to spare his right
hand and old friend. What is really surprising
that the executors like Gergaia could have ever
enjoyed the same mild attitude of the Presi-
dent. However the former head of Khobi ad-
ministration obviously was well aware of his
privileged status. His behavior at the Court
hearing was most defiant. He commanded to
remove the journalists from the Court Hall
and actually it was he who was leading that
Court Hearing. It seems our imagination failed
to adequately estimate the “contribution” of
Gergaia and the like to their motherland and
democracy and proved to be unable to con-
sider the strength of the links relating the higher
echelons of the actual authorities with the low-
est structures of “Mkhedrioni”.

It is likely that 5 year imprisonment (the
maximal term of imprisonment) which the
present day authorities legalized for the mem-
bers of “Mkhedrioni” proves to be real only
for small fries and particularly unfortunate
“boys”, that is for those who were charged
with the theft of hens, wine and wheat flour
only.

S. Guramishvili
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