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When the Witness
Gela Katsarava is
Speaking the Truth?

A press-conference was held in the Pros-
ecutors Office in the course of which the
Deputy Prosecutor General Mr." Anzor
Baluashvili presented the journalists with Mr.
Gela Katsarava, the well-known witness in

“Zviad Gamsakhurdia and His Supporters

Case”. It seems, the Prosecutor’s Office Press-
Center decided to choose the journalists to be
invited on a certain selective basis and evi-
dently for this very reason the journalists of
some newspapers including the journalists who
had recently interviewed Gela Katsarava in
Khobi were not informed about the press-con-
ference. It is rather strange considering the
fact that this measure was undertaken by the
Prosecutor’s Office with the sole aim to re-
fute this interview. And indeed it was a mea-
sure since as the “Rezonansi” newspaper
(#204, of 24.10.96) is informing G. Katsarava
again was escorted to the press-conference by
the policemen and was again claiming that he
had eye-witnessed how Vakhtang Kobalia shot
down the journalist David Bolkvadze.
Katsarava turned down the interview he has
given to the journalists according to which he
testified against Mr. Kobalia under the physi-
cal ‘and psychological pressure to which he
was subjected both in the police-station of
Khobi and the Ministry of Internal Affairs as
well as in the house of judge Aladashvili.

“I have not been at the judge’s house, 1 do
not know where it is. Neither have I given
any interview to anybody... How can I be con-
fronted with a tape records of what [ had never
said?+, claims Mr. Katsarava. While the cor-
respondent ol the “Droni” newspaper informs
(#83, of 25-29.10.96) that the newspaper
“Akhali Taoba”  has the taped record of Mr.
Gela Katsarava’s interview which he himself

. heard to be played back.
- Thus, the witness together with the
Prosecutor’s Office again faced the contro-
versy: if the witness had not given any inter-
view where does the record come from? May
be it was better to claim as he had earlier that
the “Zviadists” forced him to say what he said.

" But it seems the Prosecutor’s Office feels that
on the background of their measure even the
danger of the “Zviadists™ fades out.

We have never doubted the after the inter-
view with Katsarava the prosecution would
undertake the respective measures and that was
the reason of our statement made at the press-
conference held by the non-governmental or-
ganizations “Former Political Prisoners for
Human Rights” and “Helsinki Citizens’ As-
sembly” in which we claimed that the witness
Gela Katsarava needs public defense and ap-
pealed to the leaders of these organizations
and journalists to meet the terrorized witness
and provide the conditions for him to give an
unbiased testimony to find out the objective
truth. :

Similarly strong impression was left by the
following statement of Mr. Anzor Baluashvili:
“Had I myself eye-witnessed the murder I
would have never told you about it” which
was followed by his addressing to Katsarava:
“The people like you save our motherland+.
Should we understand it that provided the
Deputy Prosecutor General was a witness he
would not have saved his motherland?!

Today it is already obvious that at this Court
Hearing by bringing the color-blind, short-
sighted, mentally diseased persons or citizens
who while interrogated were beaten by the
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local policemen as false witnesses, the
Prosecutor’s Office and Court brought to light
the system which is based on the criminal
practice and which can prove any citizen guilty
in committing any kind of crime contrary to
any logic and reality.

Anna Chavchavadze '

Journalists Demand to

‘Defend their Rights

On October 31 the journalists who had taken
the interview from Mr. Gela Katsarava held a
press-conference and informed their colleagues
that after they had published the interview with
Gela Katsarava they were subjected to the
threats and psychological pressure. Ms. Tamar
Batiashvili (“Dro” newspaper) and Ms. Maia
Ivanelashvili (“Akhali Taoba” newspaper) ex-
pressed their surprise at not being invited at
the Prosecutor’s Office press-conference to
confront Mr. Katsarava. :

“We, as the journalists, were attending this
Court Hearing and in our publications we were

* reflected everything which was happening

there. We did not take the side of any party
and did not expressed the interests of any of
them. It was simply the fact that we, like the
Court became aware of the statement of Gela
Katsarava’s mother which said that her son

- was forced to give testimonies against Mr.

Lot Kobalia under the physical pressure. Af-
ter that statement Mr. Katsarava did confirm
at the Court Hearing the guilt of Mr. Kobalia.
Our interest to find out the truth was only
natural. So we went to Khobi. met Mr.
Katsarava and his parents. As he old us he
was subjected to the pressure both at the local
police station, Ministry of Internal affairs and
at judge Aladashvili’s house. We published
only what was said by Mr. Katsarava him-
seir

After this the attending journalists were pre-
sented with the audio-record of the interview
given by Mr. Katsarava in which the witness
was describing how he was forced to zive
false testimony at the Court Hearing. The
voice of the witness is overlapped with the
excited exclamations of his mother who as it
became evident had not been aware herself
what exactly her son testified at the Court
Hearing and what methods were used on him
to make him to testify as he did.

Ms. Zaira Mikatadze (“Rezonansi” news-
paper) stated: “The very fact that the witness
one time claims one thing and another time
the other invites suspicion and this undoubt-
edly deserves our attention.”

At the press-conference it was stated that
the Prosecutor’s Office and the Court for some
reasons doubted the right of independent press
to take the interview from the persons who
were interrogated tat the Court Hearing as wit-
nesses, while at the Court Hearing a video-
interview taken by the correspondent of
“Matsne” TV information program from one
of the witnesses in the course of preliminary
investigation, in the presence of the
Prosecutor’s Office personnel was used by the
Court as a proof.

Irakli Dgebuadze

Is Georgia Ready to
Abolish death Penalty?

1
On November 15 the Parliament for the
second time  discussed the issue of appoint-

- ing public defender and the candidate presented

by Shevardnadze was not approved again.
Earlier when discussing “the candidature of
Chairman of the State Human Rights Com-

mittee Mr. Alexandre Kavsadze, the deputies’

nearly blamed him of high treason after which
he for a considerably long period was on leave.
This time two candidates were presented:
from the Citizen’s Union and Shevardnadze -
Mr. Giorgi Khutsishvili who was performing
as a deputy of Mr. Alexandre Kavsadze and
is famous as a person in attendance of She-
vardnadze and the candidate from the National-
Democratic Party Mrs. Marika Bagdavadze.
It is noteworthy that both considering the party
juncture were holding to opposite positions:
To Mrs. Bagdavadze’s opinion the person
should be considered as political prisoner if
he had committed crime for political reasoris
which in itself does not imply, release of such
persons. She is the advent fdr abolishiment of
death penalty since being vegetarian she feels
strongly against eating meat. Did the candi-
date in the first half of her statement hintedto
the activities of the late leader of her party
since 1991 and in the other - to the: State
cannibulism reigning in Georgia!
Answering: the same questions My.
Khutsishvili stated that there were not politi-
cal prisoners in Georgia and the death penalty
should be abolished only if the society was
ready for it. It seems, the “Citizens” believe
that at the beginning of the century and espe-
cially as in 12th century when the death pen-
alty was abolished in Georgia the society was
more ready for this humanistic action than
today. Eventually, 107 votes in favor of Mr.
Khutsishvili proved to be insufficient for him
to win. On the other hand Mrs. Bagdavadze
with 50 votes managed to defeat the
candidature presented by the ruling clan. Some
of the observers believe that this was the re-
sult of lobby non-coordination which was re-
sponsible for the fact that part of the Shevard-
nadze-oriented deputies voted against his
protOgO. At the same time, it seems that the
nomenclature image of Khutsishvili and his
connections with Kavsadze’s Committee where
he was directly in charge of relations with
international organization, causes a certain ir-
ritation in the youth guards of the “Citizens+.
However it is rather strange that he himself
gave a negative estimation to the activities of
the Committee in this very sphere having made
the notorious Mr. Kavsadze responsible for
all failures. Sral e
The part of the deputies was excited by the
peremptory statement of Mr. Khutsishvili such
as the elections appointed by Ardzinba in
Abkhazia were a positive phenomenon since
they open the way for some progressively
thinking people to penetrate into the ruling
bodies of the separatists, thus providing them
the opportunity to.carry out their policy. This
idea stirred the irony of some Parliamentar-
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ians and strong resentment of the deputies frop,
the fraction “Abkhazia.”

The Death of Valeri
Physun Paves the Way
for Dangerous

Such is the opinion of the Human Righ
Commission: of Helsinki Union of Georgig
which expresses its concern about a sudden
death of Valeri Physun in the Ksany Colony,
In the course of Court hearing V. Physun was
systematically complaining of heart disease and
more than once demanded to be rendercd
medical aid. His statements were either no
accepted by the respective bodies including
the judge of Didube district Court Mr. Soso
Kherkheulidze or rejected under absolutely un-
forgivable motives. Irrespective of this Hu.
man Rights Commission of Helsinki Union
does not exclude the possibility that the fatl
outcome was not caused by ignoring the healih
state of 'the prisoner only, since the direct par-
ticipant of the political events of recent pas,
the citizen of Russia, V. Physun was an unde-
sirable witness for the wide influential circles
both in Georgia-and Russia. It is evident, tha
under the conditions of the existing peniten-
tiary system in our country objective posi-
mortem examination of the late prisoner is
absolutely impossible. To this testify the fac
that the correspondents of the independen
newspapers were not allowed to see the corpse.
“Whatever the true cause of death mighi ‘he
the Human Rights Commission of Helsinki

resents the most dangerous precedent and al-
lows the ruling regime to introduce a nev
practice of liquidation of the undesirable pe:-
sulls, political opponents and Witiessesr, 1ead

the statement published by the Commission.

The fate of the
Political Prisoner Mr.
Zurab Tsirgvava is
Unclear J

As it became known to us, Mr. Zurab
Tsirgvava who was arrested in 1992 in rela-
tion with the so-called “Kavsadze’s Kidnap-
ping Case” and whose mental health was de-
teriorated as a result of tortures in the coursc
of preliminary investigation due to which fact
hewvas not tried, a week ago was transferred
to Thilisi #1 Isolator from the Mental Dis-
cases Hospital. On last Wednesday he had to
be presented to a special Commission in the
Mental Diseases Hospital but for some rea-
sons unknown his examination was postponed
for November 20. It seems, depending on the
decision of the medical commission the casc
of Mr. Zurab Tsirgvava either will be sent for
Court hearing or he will be again returned to
the Mental Diseases Hospital in Poty.

It is striking that the prisoner who has been
kept for so long time in the Mental Diseases
Hospital due to mental disorders was trans-
ferred not to the Republican Hospital of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs but to the pre-
liminary investigation isolator the conditions
of which are such that they can cause the dan-
ger of mental stress even for healthy persons
to leave alone a mentally diseased patient.
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