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I Piif a Motion on Release of
Vakhtang Kobalia

Otar Pankvelashvili - the lawyer of Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia

\

Continuing from

"Tavisupali

Sakartvelo” #38

According to the indictment Mr. Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia is charged with the
murder of 6 persons which was committed under aggravating circumstances
according to which Mr. Kobalia shot down three guardsmen at the grocery shop
at 11 a.m. of October 28, 1996. On the same day about 3 p.m. near the bridge
he shot down a journalist Bolkvadze and two guardsmen.

State prosecution considered this crime confirmed basing on the testimonies
given by the witnesses Bondo Kutalia, Nato Shengelia, Gela Katsarava, Eteri
Bitsadze and others. Honorable Judge, suffice it to analyze the testimonies of
these witnesses to be convinced that Mr. Loti Kobalia has never committed this

crime.

Scared Rather than False Witnesses

Mr. Bondo Kutalia

Honorable judge, I will only list the reasons for
which the testimonies of Mr. Bondo Kutalia cannot
be considered as reliable: Mr. Bondo Kutalia has a
very weak sight and for 3-4 years he is using eye-
glasses. And on the day when he was the eye witness
of two murders he did not have glasses with him.

Bondo Kutalia proved to be incapable to visually
measure the distance between the two objects. It
became clear at the Court hall when the witness was
not able to answer what was the distance between
the two walls of the hall, while in the course of the
preliminary investigation he made the drawing and
indicated the distances between each object depicted
in the drawing. i .

Witness Kutalia verbalizes his testimony in a very
elaborate way which does not correspond to his
intellect. The witness did not know the meaning of
the words which were used in his testimonies given
in the course of the preliminary investigation.

Mr. Bondo Kutalia also suffers from the weak
memory. In the course of preliminary investigation
the witness testified that he had heard that Kobalia
was told the names of the prisoners of war. In the

course of Court hearing when his testimonies with
the names of all six victims were read, Mr. Kutalia
failed to repeat the names of the victims even after
he had been reminded of them, after which he left
the Court Hall in disgrace.

Proceeding from the above said the Court Board
should not estimate the testimony of Mr. Kutalia as
a proof.

Ms. Nato Shengelia

Now I will try to recall the testimony which was
given by the witness Mrs. Nato Shengelia. °

The interrogation started at 11.40 a.m.
Irrespective of persistent requests to give her
testimony she was standing silent during 10 minutes
and then asked: What about? After a while the
witness pronounced one more most meaningful word:
Shall I write? and with this she again returned to
silent condition. You, Honorable Judge, explained
to her that written testimony was not allowed at the
Court_hearing. The witness continued to stand
silently. You asked: Have anybody sacred you? -
No was the answer.

12.05 p.m. - a 15 minute break was announced.

The session continued at 12.22 p.m. You, Honorable
Judge, kept trying to make the witness speak: Please,
tell us what happened in Khobi, why were you
interrogated?. I will write - pronounced the witness.

At 12.25 p.m. irrespective of your definition that
at the Court hearing the written testimonies were
not allowed, you have provided Mrs, Nato Shengelia
with the table and she started writing. At 12.45 you
read her written testimony: On October 28 the
journalist was taken to Loti Kobalia.

Another 15 minute break was announced. At
13.10 p.m. the Court Hearing was resumed. The
witness again asked permission to write her testimony
and was placed at the table. I will not give the
testimony since in West Georgia I was threatened.
I cannot list everybody who is threatening me. I do
not know who and what exactly said to dhe witness
Shengelia during the break, but her written
testimony which I cited word by word invites such
supposition.

On my question the witness Shengelia explained
that in June, 1994, she was detained by the chief
of Zugdidi police for being a Zviadist; she was kept
in prison for 20 days in Zugdidi, She also claimed
that she d:d not know Kobalia and has ngver spoken
to him. On my question who had shot at Bolkvadze
the witness answered: 1 do not know who it was. I
have not seen.

Such was the testimony of Mrs. Nato Shengelia.

M.r Gela Katsarava

1 would like to inform you that the testimonies
of the witness Mr. Gela Katsarava which were given
in the course of the preliminary investigation dra-
matically differ from each other. Thus, for example
in his sccond testimony the witness states, that when

* he was walking from his house and not from the war

actions he saw Mr. Loti Kobalia approaching the
boys and shooting at one of them. Katsarava was
scared and ran away. When he was running he again
heard the sound of shooting but who was shooting
he did not know. The differences between his two
testimonies he explained by the fact of being excited
while he was giving his first testimony and did not
know what he was writing.

In the course of Court Investigation he testified
that he did not remember the year, month and time,
that he was walking from the house of his
grandmother. When he came to Khobistskali he saw
the white car which stopped near the bridge and
Mr. Loti Kobalia stepped out of it. The previous a
kind of long pistol in his testimony now became a
weapon of Stechkin type. Kobalia told. Bolkvadze:
It is you I was looking for and then fired at him.

Instead of previously mentioned 30-40 persons
the witness now stated that at the bridge were
standing 15-50 men in military clothes. He got sca-
red, jumped down from the bridge and found his

shelter under the bridge. When he left his shelter
he saw that Kobalia still was standing there talking
with the guardsmen. Two corpses were lying nearby
while one soldier was wounded and he was taken to
the hospital by a 06 brand car.

The above testimony does not correspond to the
truth since the men who were shot down together
with Bolkvadze were Onanashvili and Balalashvili
and none of them was ever taken to the hospital. It
seems the witness was not instructed very accurately
and he has mixed the details of two various episodes.

1 would like also to'recall the circumstances of
his interrogation. The witness Gela Katsarava stated
that in 1993 he was arrested by he detachment of
special destination. 'He was physically abused in his
own house: I was beaten because I had a weapon.
During one hour two men were beating me, while
the others were watching. Then I was taken to the
police where they continued o beat me. They were
beating me with hands, legs, butt-stocks of the
tommy-guns. Then they put the gun to my mouth.
I got scared. g

For 12 days Gela Katsarava was kept under
illegal arrest without any warranty or charges under
the pretense of the violation of curfew.

The witness states that he was first interrogated
in relation to Bolkvadze Case at the duty room - it
happened on November 18, on the very first day of
his detainment, so no wonder that he was excited
and as he says he did not remember what he was
writing.

I would like to focus your attention on one more
fact. As the witness Gela Katsarava testified he and
Bondo Kutalia together arrived in Tbilisi where they
both should have been confronted to Kobalia. Mr.
Katsarava insisted that at confrontation was not
attended by any woman. According 1o his testimony
at the confrontation were he himself, Loti Kobalia
and two other men. One man was a lawyer.
Katsarava firmly rejected the presence of a woman
at the confrontation. As you know, in the course of
preliminary investigation the interests of Mr. Loti
Kobalia were defended by a woman lawyer - Mrs.
Leila Beriashvili. But then interfered you, Honorable
Judge, and prompted the answer to the witness: May
be there was a woman and you do not remember.
After your remark the witness changed his testimony.

1 have stressed numerous facts of the violation
of law and I hope, that the ‘Court Board will not
turn deaf year to these facts. My review of the
testimonies of the witness Gela Katsarava I would
like to finish with calling him a false or rather a
scared witness, and once more to repeat that his
testimony does not correspond to the truth and it
cannot be considered as a testimony of the eye-
witness.

(To be continued)

EDITOR IN CHIEF

30053560 63IRIBM60 0385@ JdOOSKR0JI

TAMAR EBRALIDZE

amaav'oﬁam dobsdsbmby: 380008, odomobo 8, bssdmbgbdm yyomo Ne227

Address for correspondence: Box #227, 380008, Tbilisi 8, Georgia

33%gmolb bsbgaobghsgom Imf3mdob Gmdghos

2/4-851

0393@gds b/b 3933mBo



	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1996_N39 (1)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1996_N39 (2)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1996_N39 (3)
	Tavisufali_Sakartvelo_1996_N39 (4)

