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Protest A ainst
the Demand of the

. Prosecutor

The demand of the prosecutor to
sentence the political prisoners Mr.
Zviad Dzidziguri, Mr. Vakhtang
Kobalia and Mr. Jambul Bokuchava to
death which was made on October 7 at
the ongoing political Court Hearing at
the Supreme Court, was followed by
acute response from the broad layers
of the Georgian society and wide
spectrum of political parties.

* % ¥

Joint declaration against pronouncing
the death sentence to the political
prisoners -was made by eleven political
parties and public societies of Georgia
including Helsinki* Union of Georgia,
Konstantine Gamsakhurdia Society,
National Front - Radical Union,
National-Conservative Party of Georgia,
Conservative League of Georgia and
others.

The authors of the declaration believe
that such verdict can be considered as a
publicly declared political murder, since
"...at the ongoing Court Hearing the guilt
of the defendants- - political prisoners
and prisoners of war was not proved.
Instead the Court hearing revealed rough
violations of the Law in the course of the
preliminary investigation. The facts of
torturing of the defendants and exerting
pressure on them. The prosecution’s
pressyge on the undesirable witnesses
continued during the Court Hearing as

well even on the part of the judge. In the
course of the preliminary investigation
and Court Hearing the highest rank rep-
resentatives of the authoritics kept to
continuously roughly violate the
presumption of innocence.”

* ¥k %

On October 10 in the headquarters
of the Party of National Independence
was held the press-conference of the
Organizing Committee of National-
Liberating Movement of Georgia headed
by the Chairman of the Party of National
Independence Mr. Irakli Tsereteli.

At the press-conference the
journalists were presented with the dec-
laration which expressed the protest
against the demand of the Prosecution to
pronounce the death sentence to Mr.
Zviad Dzidziguri, Mr. Vakhtang Kobalia
and Mr. Jambul Bokuchava.

* ¥k ¥

On October 9 the deputy of the
Parliament of Georgia from the
majoritarian region Mr. Tariel Chichua
appeared by a local TV in Kutaisi. He
shoed his protest against the demand to
pronounce the death sentence to the
political prisoners. He said that the
population of Samtredia who remember
very well the period when Mr. Zviad
Dzidziguri was a prefect cannot hide their
concern about the demand of the
Prosecution.

"I was carefully watching this Court
Hearing and declare that the Prosecution
failed to prove that even Mr. Kobalia
committed murder of physical persons to

leave aside the other defendants.” The
deputy is concerned that the Prosecution
demanded to bring charges against those
witnesses who refused to confirm these
murders. To his opinion, the Bodies of
Law and Order and Legal Bodies have
so tarnished reputation that their charges
are not convincing to anybody. "1 recall
the fatal mistake when the young boys
participating in high-jacking were
executed. (...) We simply do not have
right to repeat this mistake."("The Akhali
Taoba" newspaper, #163, 12.10.96)

Fifty internally displaced people from
Abkhazia appealed to the member of the
Supreme Court Board Mr. Alexandre
Aladashvili. They stress that Mr.
Vakhtang Kobalia and Mr. Jambul
Bokuchava were selflessly. fighting in

Abkhazia to defend the territorial
- integrity of Georgia.

As for Mr. Zviad
Dzidziguri, and Mr. Nugzar
Molodinashvili they spared no efforts to
ensure safe evacuation of the refugees
from Abkhazia to the territory of
Samegrelo and provide them with shelter
and food.

Is Aladashvili a

Judge or a
i
At the Court Hearing of Zviad
Gamsakhurida and His Supporters’
Casc" at the Supreme Court the resident
of the village of Shua Khorgi of Khobi
Region "Gela Katsarava was
interrogated as a witness in relation to
the episode of death of the repre-
sentatives of the governmental troops and
journalist David Bolkvadze. It is
noteworthy that his mother Mrs. Luiza
Zarandia-Katsarava previously appealed
to the Court with the statement saying
that her son was threatened and
demanded to testify that he was an eye-
witness of Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia
shooting down the journalist David
Bolkvadze. For this reason her son was
even hiding himself since he did not want
to give falsc testimony.

"On August 21 in the morning the
policemen came to my place and took me
to the Khobi police station where I was
beaten in the process of interrogation. Mr.
Zhvania (the staff-member of Khobi
Regional Department of Internal Affairs)
was threatening me demanding from me
to testify that I saw how Mr. Kobalia
killed the journalist (...). In the morning
of the following day we went to Thbilisi to
the Ministry of Internal Affairs and then
to the house of Mr. Aladashvili. They
were threatening me demanding to say

that I saw that murder. We entered the

Ministry, what I was subjected there to
and what I said as a result I do not know
since I fainted. Then I was taken to the
Court Hearing. During the brake the
judge demanded from me to say as he

wanted otherwise he promised not to let.

me leave the Court building alive; he
demanded from me to repeat what I said
half an hour ago. I did not remember
what 1 said. I cannot even imagine how
1 could say anything like what he was
demanding from me. I said what 1 was
ordered to. They forced this testimony
from me. I was under the pressure and
if necessary I will declare hunger-strike
before the Embassy of the USA only to
annul this testimony." ("The Akhali
Taoba" Newspaper, #153, 1996).

As we see every day is further
confirming our belief that in Georgia the
Court Power does not exist as such and
the Court Bodies are the product of black
revolution exactly in the same way as
"Mkhedrioni".

The statement made by Mr. Gela
Katsarava about exerting pressure on him
not only at the regional department of
the police and ministry, of Internal Affairs
(which is quite a tradition in the present
day Georgia) but also at the house of
the member of the Supreme Court, judge
Aladashvili (!!'!) who was directly
involved in this and with great enthusiasm
continued "processing” of the witness
even during the brakes between the Court
Sessions, is sensational as such and
provided such a serious charge is
confirmed it cannot become the basis for

punishing one specific person, since the
fact itself is bringing to the light the
criminal nature of the Legal System of
Georgia.

The Convict
Condemned  to

Death was Nearly
Tled to the Table.

On October 4 as he was getting
acquainted with the materials of the Casgy
the convict, prisoner of war Mr. Badri
Zarandia, condemned to death was
nearly tied to the writing table. As his
supervisor stated he received such order
from the head of #1 Isolation detention
Cell. As it is well known, Mr. Badri
Zarandia’s leg was amputated up to the
femur joint and he suffers from
unbearable pains when sitting for more
or less long time. For this reason he had
to often change his position and stand
up.

"I explained all this to the officer in
duty of the Isolator and in response heard
only offenses. Then the head of the
Isolator rushed into the room with
unequivocal intention to physically settle
scores with me. At the same time he was
screaming that Mrs. Elene Tevdoradze
provided -additional days for me to get
familiar with the materials of the Case",
reads the statement of Mr. Badri
Zarandia which he has addressed. to the
human rights organizations.

In relation with this as a token of
protest the condemned convict ceased
familiarizing himself with the materials of
Case and declared the warning hunger-
strike.

It is noteworthy that information about
this incident became known to us only on
October 10 which causes serious concern
sine this fact once more confirms that the
isolation of the prisoners in Georgia
primarily serves to hide the facts of brutal
treatment they are subjected to. Such
brutality towards the invalid convict
sentenced to death is even more
scandalous.
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