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I Refuse to
Participate in This
Talentless
Performance

To the Chairman of Court
‘Session Mr. A. Aladashvili
Statement
of Vakhtang Kobalia, Jambul
Bokuchava and Zviad Dzidziguri

On September 2, 1996, in accordance
with Article 279 of Code of Practice of
Georgia we put a motion about calling
additional witnesses to the Court. The list
of witnesses presented by us contained
140 persons and included those persons
who were directly related to the facts
mentioned in the indictment. The
Prosecution refused to satisfy the motion
under the following pretense: in relation
to the facts presented in the materials of
the case have been interrogated many
other witnesses who in their testimonies
elucidated these issues. The additional
witnesses included into the list cannot add
any information unknown to the Court in
relation to these facts. The defendants
are trying to prolong the Court hearing.

As the counter-argument to the above
statement of the Prosecution we
explained to the Court that more than
200 witnesses which have been
interrogated in the course of Court
hearing were presented by the
Prosecution and we believe that these
witnesses due to the lack of competence

do not have comprehensive and unbiased
information about the events which were
occurring in Georgia within the period of
1991-1993. And then it is impossible for
the prosecutors to know a priori whether
the witnesses called by us can or cannot
add anything new to the already known
facts.

As for our wish to prolong the Court
Hearing, the defendants are not
interested in prolongation of the hearing.
On the contrary, following the logic of
the Prosecution, it is Prosecutor’s Office
that is interested in prolongation of the
hearing especially considering the fact
that Prosecution presented the list of
witnesses consisting of 512 persons. At
the same time 28 victims of the Court
Hearing again and again put additional
motions about the additional witnesses to
be interrogated. Irrespective of the
arguments presented by us the Chairman
of the Court Session Mr. A. Aladashvili
without any sound grounds and with rude
violation of the Code of Practice refused
to satisfy tour motion.

It is evident, that the judge made a
negative decision after coming to
agreement with the factual authorities. It
is clear to us that the Court openly acts
in favor of Prosecution, not allowing us
to prove by interrogation the additional
witnesses that in December 1991-January
1992 a military coup took place and our
actions in 1991-1993 as the actions of
the representatives of the lawful
authorities were constitutional and lawful.

The Court under the chairmanship of
Mr. Aladashvili is sparing no efforts to
avoid any investigation of the events
which took place in 1991-1992 in
Georgia thus supporting and continuing

come to the power as a result of the
military coup to hush-hush the true
essence of these events.

Immediately after the beginning of the
Court Session we called this hearing a
staged performance, farce and the Court
and Prosecution - juridical office which
is obediently fulfilling any wish of the
actual authorities: We declare, that
during 7 months of this Court
performance our opinion about the above
said strengthened. In the course of this
performance it became evident to us that
even those minimal rights which are
envisaged by the Code of Practice for the
defendants exist only ion paper. We
learned that we actually do not have the
right to defend ourselves to say nothing
of the freedom of speech. During all this
period not a single issue, motion put by
the defendants in accordance with the
Law was ever satisfied or considered by
the Court. The Prosecution and the Court
are working in tune pursuing one goal.

Proceeding from the above said we
refuse to further participate in this
performance. Thus -we give the
opportunity to the member of the
Supreme Court Mr. Aladashvili to try the
empty chairs instead of us in complete
accordance with the post-coup tradition.
We do not care what verdict will be
pronounced by the judge who violates the
law every now and then.

September 4, 1996

Testimony of the
Witness Lomishvili

On September 18, the head of
press-service of the lawful
National Guards of Georgia, the
public defender of Mr. Vakhtang
Kobalia, Mrs. Tamar Lomishvili

was called to the Court Session”

to give her testimony. Our
correspondent took an interview
from her.

Correspondent:. Mrs. Lomishvili,
what was the subject of your
interrogation?

Mrs. Tamar Lomishvili: The Court was

Khobi. I was there in June when the Court
Session was interrupted for the break
because of the illness of the lawyer Ilia
Nanobashvili. I was there to collect the
material required for defense.

Corr. - What materials do you
imply?
T.L. - Basically these materials

concerned the two episodes which took
place in Khobi. Earlier 1 have received
statements of some Khobi residents and
it was necessary to check this information.
The Court asked me whom I had visited
and what exactly we were speaking about.
I informed the Court that I visited the
witness Eter Bitsadze who in the course
of preliminary investigation testified that
she witnessed murder. I found the place
of her residence on the third floor. When
I told her who I was she even did not
open the door. I only heard her hysterical
shout from inside - "You’d better go away
or they will kill you, me and Kobalia.
Better. save yourself"”.

From the statement of Bitsadze I knew
that she was suffering from diabetes
mellitus and as a result of this disease
her vision is lowered. I wanted to find out
whether she could see from her flat Mr.
Kobalia and recognize him. I looked
around and studied the place. It was
evident that this place was rather far from
her flat and it was impossible for her to
see anything at such a distance. I was
about to go when I was approached by
an old woman. She told me that her name
was Fter Bitsadze, that her flat was under
surveillance of the police and security
service and shé was sure that our
conversation was being videotaped and
advised me not to stay there any longer
and go to save my life. She was very
scared and I left that place. Then I went
to the family of Gela Katsarava since I
had a statement from his parents. When
I introduced myself to his mother, she
could not help crying - she was asking to
return her son. She told me that in
November, 1993 his son was arrested for
being "Zviadist" and under terrible
threats forced him to give testimony about
the murders committed in Khobi. Soon he
was released but police often used to come
to search not only his house but also the
houses of the relatives who were living
nearby. The police was looking for the

-Aladashvili.

father as well. I found out that their son
was several times called to police where '’
he was constantly threatened so that he
did not dare to change his testimonies.
Once together with the witness Bondo
Kutalia he was taken handcuffed to the
Supreme Court to Tbilisi. In the Court
while Kutalia was giving his testimonies
they took handcuffs from Gela Katsarava
and for some time he remained
unattended. He psed this opportunity and
ran away. Since then nobody has ever
seen him. The parents were afraid that
their son was kept in police where they
were torturing him to force desirable
testimonies from him.

My actions caused the anger of judge
He declared that I did not
have the right to conduct investigation. I
answered that in accordance with Code
of Practice, as a public defender I had
the right to find the proofs confirming
the innocence of the defendant. At the
same time I wondered what were the
grounds of forbidding me as a public
defender to check the documents
necessary for defense while the journalist
(for example Tea Skhiereli) has the right
before the beginning of any Court
hearing with the direct support and
participation of the Prosecutor’s Office
to "interview" the witnesses and show
them by TV, notwithstanding the fact that
such actions are obvious interference into
the course of investigation.

Corr.: Did the Court Board show -
any interest in the facts related to the
events of 1993?

T.L.: They even did not remember
about them. The judge Aladashvili when
interrogation me was exerting
psychological pressure on me. He was
secretly threatening me - thus for
example he whispered so that I could
hear : "Just you wait what is in store for
you after your testimonies are over”. He
talked with in the mocking tone and was
humiliating me. I constantly protested
against such attitude and repeated the
offenses he was throwing on me. However
the secretary of the Court Session did
not write down more that half of my
testimonies. My interrogation once more
confirmed that the Court takes into
consideration only those fact which are
desirable for the Prosecution.
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