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SOS!The Life of Khvicha
Jokhadze is Endangered

As it became known to us, the life of
the convict of the so-called Kvareli case
Khvicha Jokhadze is under serious threat.
The political prisoner who is suffering from
the acute bilateral TB is presently in Ksany
Colony his health state being critical. He
was transferred to the colony from the R-
epublican Prison Hospital. He has reached
the extreme stage of the disease: on c-
oughing he is excreting purulent sputum.
After examining his X-ray images the in-
dependent physicians could not hide their
surprise of his being still alive. They believe
that the patient who is in the extreme stage
of his illness should be immediately ho-
spitalized and subjected to urgent surgical
intervention, after which he should be rel-
eased and subjected to special medical tre-
atment since the patient with such sever
form of TB cannot endure the conditions
of forcible isolation.

Georgian Society is Against the Death
Penalty

Broad campaign against the dedth pe-
nalty in Georgia leaded by the well-kno-
wn humanists, writers poets, scientists pu-
blic and non-governmental organizations,
individual members of IGFM, human rig-
hts defenders, journalists as well as the

members of the Supreme Council of the
Republic of Georgia has started in Ge-
orgia exiled in 1992, opposition political
parties has started in Georgia.

It is noteworthy that several months
ago the President of All - Georgia Human
Rights Association Mr. Giorgi Mkervalis-
hvili began a hunger-strike demanding to
abolish death penalty in Georgia. This hu-
nger strike subsequently grew into the pe-
rmanent 100 day hunger-strike in which
apart from the members of the association
were participating the human rights de-
fenders, lawyers of the political prisoners,
the citizens of Georgia.

Against the antihuman death penalty
norm raised there voices the political pri-
soners themselves: more than 500 poli-
tical prisoners kept in Tbilisi prisons and
investigation isolators the majority of wh-
ich are not'under the threat of the death
penalty appealed to the society and in-
ternational organizations with request to
demand the abolishment of this extreme
penalty in accordance with universally re-
cognized international norms. The follo-
wing people enjoying high authority, love
and respect in Georgia are against the
death penalty: Mrs. Olga Demuria-Kos-
tava, the mother of the well-known dis-
sident Merab Kostava, a well-known poet
Mr. Mukhran Machavariani, the writer

Mr. Nodar Tsuleiskiri, the sculptor, Ch-
airman of the Artists Union Mr. Giorgi
Ochiauri, Professor Zurab Tabidze, for-
mer dissident, the member of Helsinki
Group since 1976, the member of the
Supreme Council Mr. Teimuraz Janel-
idze, the artist Mr.Irakli Ochiauri, Aca-
demician Vakhtang Bochorishvili, Pro-
fessor Giorgi Mrevlishvili, Professor Ta-
maz Kaladze, the philologist, publisher
Mrs. Marika Abaishvili, the University te-
acher Mrs. Darejan Siria, Professor No-
dar Ugrelidze, editor-in-chief of the Ta-
visupali Sakartvelo newspaper Mrs. Tamar
Ebralidze, Professor Zurab Dzotsenidze,
Professor Alexandre Koreli It is notew-
orthy that this demand was followed by
the response from the representative of the
ruling political elite of Georgia.

Thus the poet Rezo Amashukeli who
is deputy Chairman of the Citizens Union
of Georgia or in other words the deputy
Chairman of Edard Shevardnadze, and
is occupying the post of Vice-Minister of
Culture in the present day government in
his TV-interview strongly condemned the
opponents of death penalty. In contrast
he called to the further aggravation of
the punishment.

This statement caused general indign-
ation. Even circles and press loyal to the present
day authorities, namely the Kavkasioni newsp-
aper expressed their concern about the inhuman
position of the poet.

The society of Georgia which is ag-
ainst the death penalty institution stresses
that in Georgia where the civil and po-
litical human rights are roughly abused,
where in the course of preliminary in-
vestigation and Court Hearing the de-
fenders rights are restricted, and they are

subjected to violence, physical and ps- .

ychological tortures, and the Court Au-
thorities are not free from the dictate of
the authorities, the death penalty has the
nature of the purposeful murder and se-

ttling squares with the undesirable pe-
rsons and political opponents.

I ask you to defend me
from the wild settling scores
and humiliation.

The Secretary General of the UN

To the Parliaments of the World
Countries,To all Embassies Accredited in
georgai, To the World Society6

Appeal

- Ladies and gentlemen,

It is already 6 months since I am su-
ffering from the rough political settling
squares with me. I was arrested on May,
1995 under absolutely ungrounded cha-
rge: I was accused in High Treason (Ar-
ticle 65 of the Criminal Code of Georgia)
and in armed bandit actions (Article 78
of the Criminal Code of Georgia).

I have not recognized myself guilty in
committing the crimes charged against
me; at the same time I did not refuse to
participate in the preliminary investiga-
tion; however no preliminary invest-
igation has ever been carried out; the pr-
osecution did not arranged confrontation w-
ith any witnesses of prosecution.

On February 1, 1996 the Court Hea-
ring started. Irrespective of the fact that
I do not recognize this Supreme Court
authorized to trial me, I nevertheless did
not refuse to participate in the Court He-
aring. For 4 months I was enduring ter-
rible humiliation and yet continued pa-
tiently refute the ungrounded arguments
of the Prosecution. But even my patience
had its limits. On May 21, 1996 I could
not any more stand permanent, brazen
impudence of the judge Aladashvili and
fell for his intentionally arranged pro-
vocation, as a result of which I was rem-
oved from the Court Hearing.

Irrespective of this I still hoped that
my public defender and fiscal lawyer will

defend my rights. But my hope turned
out to be vain. On May 30 from the Court

hearing was removed my public defender, '

the individual member of IGFM, Mrs. Lia
Beruashvili; later due to the aggravation
of health state of my lawyer I was left
without any defense at all. Now they are
trying to appoint a new lawyer to me who
is supposed to be mechanically included
in the Court Hearing process which is
nearly at its half way to completion all
this being complete ignoring of the laws
of logic - this lawyer has never heard my
testimonies, he has not heard the Pro-
secution nor the witnesses.

My Case should be isolated as a sep-
arate Case and the new Court Hearing
should be appointed so that the lawyer
can join the trial from its very beginning.

I am not avoiding responsibility. I am
ready to answer the questions and expose
the inspirers of the ungrounded charged
brought against me, since I do claim that
there is a totalitarian dictatorship in
Georgia and the independent Court is
the obedient executor of the dictators
will.

I am demandmg that my Court
Hearing to be carried out in the presence
and with the participation of the
international observers.

I will prove the world society what is
going on at the end of XX century in my
motherland Georgia which claims to be
considered as a part of the civilized wo-
rld, joined Helsinki, Vienna and Madrid
International Pacts, recognizes on paper
the priority of human rights while in re-
ality is acting following the jungle laws.

I appeal to you with request not to
ignore the rough abuse of human rights.
I ask you to defend me from the wild
settling scores and humiliation.

With Respect,

Nugzar Molodinashvili

July 3, 1996
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