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To the Parliaments of the
World Countries

To the International
Orgdnizations

To the World Mass Media
To all People of Goodwill

Appeal

of the Citizens of Georgia, Repre-
sentatives of Political and Public
Organizations

Today the whole civilized world is
fighting to abolish such inhuman proce-
dure as the death punishment.

In contrast to this the number of death
sentences in Georgia increased. Recently
the increasingly marked trend to
pronounce the death verdict to political
opponents basing on such general charges
as high treason (Article 65 of the
Criminal Code of Georgia) is evident.
The authorities of Georgia are
progressively violating universally
recognized civil human rights, the
number of cases of exposure of people to
particular violence and injustice is
dramatically increase; the vicious practice
of violation of the lawful rights of the
defendants using the investigation bodies
and Court authorities is also established
in Georgia.

On the background of these problems
the Court verdict becomes the instrument
to settle scores with the persons
undesirable to the authorities rather than
justly pronounced sentence.

We, the representatives of the society
and political. organizations of Georgia
appeal to everybody to whom the values

and principles of justice common to the

- all mankind and demand:

Death Penalty should be abolished in
Georgia!

Stop without Delay Execution of all
Death Penalties!

We appeal to all people of goodwill
to join our demand to effect the
authorities of Georgia to abolish this
inhuman procedure.

Sergei Kovalev
Demands to

Pardon Badri
Zarandia

Dear Mr. Shevardnadze, -

As it became known to us, on June 17
the death verdict was pronounced to the
former military commandant of Zugdidi
Mr. Badri Zarandia. At the same Court
Hearing another 3 defendants were
sentenced to the long-term imprisonment.
At the same time the Case of all six
defendants including Badri Zarandia’s
was returned to reinvestigation.
According to the information available to
me Badri Zarandia was sentenced to
death basing on Articles 65 (high
treason) and 78 (bandit actions) of the
Criminal Code of the Republic of
Georgia. At the same time the charges
brought by the Article 78 were returned
to reinvestigation together with charges
envisaged by Article 104 (felonious
homicide).

To my knowledge we can suppose that
in the course of investigation the Law was
not adequately observed. It became also
known to me that Badri Zarandia;s

physical state is extremely severe and for
a long time he was deprived of necessary
medical aid:

I would like to focus your attention to
the fact that the European Council the
member of which .in the nearest future
hopefully will become Georgia persistent
demands to abolish. death. penalty .in all
countries - members of the European
Coungcil.

So I appeal to you with pressing
request not to allow the executxon of
death verdict.

At the same time I appeal to you with
request to pardon Trakli Dokvadze and
Petre Gelbakhiani condemned to death
on March 8, 1995.

The Deputy of the State Duma
S.A. Kovalev

~ Prosecutor’s
Office and Court

Authorities Repre-

sent the Violence
Instrument of the
.Occupational
Regime

Interview with the Political
Prisoner Bidzina Gujabidze

Bidzina Gujabidze born in 1956,
lawyer by profession, was working as
a head of the Prefect’s Office of
Lanchkhuti Region until the legal
authorities were overthrown. In 1993
after a short-term restoration of the
lawful authorities in West Georgia the
President Zviad Gamsakhurdia
appointed him a head of administration
of the Lanchkhuti region. He was
arrested on January 1994. After two
years of keeping him in jail he was
sentenced to 10 year of imprisonment.
Presently he is servicing his term in #1
Rustavi Colony.

Bidzina Gujabidze: "After ‘second
overthrow of the lawful authorities I was
staying in the village of Sartichala, in the
family of my father-in-law. His neighbor,
who is the staff member of KGB Mr. N.

Chaduneli together with his colleagues
captured me without presenting any
arrest warranty. I was placed in the
Military Commandant Office in Tbilisi.

In the period of the preliminary -

investigation the Prosecutor’s Office
made several versions of charges to be
brought against me and finally two years
later "discovered" that I was a traitor and
bandit. I consider the fact of putting to
trial the representatives of the lawful
authorities and their supporters by the
putschists as a poor attempt to transfer
the most serious crimes committed by
them against-the Georgian people to us.

The Supreme Court transferred the
Court Hearing to Lanchkhuti. The judge
L. Sadzaglishvili explained such decision
by difficulties caused by transportation
of numerous witnesses to Tbilisi.
Nevertheless, the Court Board
interrogated only those witngsses who
were chosen by the Prosecution and even
5o, their ‘testimonies only confirmed the
unlawfulness and groundless nature of
the charges. In reality by transferring the
Court hearing from the capital to the
province the actual authorities made an

attempt to hide from the society the

obvious unlawfulness of the investigation
which would inevitable become evident in
the course of Court Hearing.

By the way, I suppose may be I should
be even thankful for my arrest and the
fact that I was put to trial in Lanchkhuti.
This gave me the opportunity to regularly
meet the residents of my region in the
hall of the cinema where the Court
hearing was going on, and for two months
period to hold many rallies which
otherwise the factual authorities would
never allow during my being free.

Corespondent: Tell us briefly about
the Court Investigation, please.

B.G. - Like the investigations and

Court hearings of other political cases -

mine also was conducted with rough
violations of the Code of Practice. It will
take quite a time to list them all, though

I have recorded all of them. I will rather

stress some moments: for a year and a

half I was kept under the arrest without
any warranty, and then for some reasons
unknown the investigation included into
the materials of my case the arrest
warranty given on the name of some other

* person of Ozurgeti Region. There were
multiple cases of falsification of the
materials of the preliminary investigation.
By the way, irrespective of my demand
1 was not allowed to get familiar with the
Protocols of the Court Sessions. I suspect
that they also contain a lot of
falsifications, the verdict also inyites such
suspicion. The judge Sadzaglishvili
successfully combined the job of
Prosecution and the judge.

Corespondent: A noteworthy trend
became evident in the course of the
Court Hearings: the majority of
charges are of general, unspecified
nature.

B.G. - You are right, the tradition
did not change in my case either.
Moreover, these unlawful charges not
only lack any specificity, they are not
even personified. It will suffice to recall
the famous story about the cow for the
staughter of which are accused whole
national political and military elite.
Though if by any chance the Prosecutor’s
Office could have interrogate the poor
late animal (of which as we have been
convinced it is quite capable) who knows
may be this innocent victim would have
accused the aviation of the junta.

Correspondent: As we know, the
resident of Ozurgeti Region Mr.
Mirian Khintibidze was put to trial
under similar charges.

B.G. - The Court hearing of Mirian
was as unlawful as mine. He is the rep-
resentative of the lawful authorities; his
only "crime" is that he remained faithful
to oath given to the President and
Georgia people and refused to sign the
repentance paper offered to him by the
Prosecutor’s Office.

He was also sentenced to 10 year
imprisonment and presently he is
servicing his term in #2 Rustavi Colony.
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