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Abolish the
Death Penalt
“"We consider the existence of death
penalty institution in Georgia as the
tremendous injustice” - reads the
statement of 366 prisoners of Thilisi #1
Investigation Isolator. This Statement is
addressed to the Parliament, Supreme
Court and Kathalicos-Patriarch of
Georgia. The prisoners are demanding to
abolish this barbarian punishment so that
Georgia would enter the XXI century as
a progressive and democratic state.

Chechen Citizens
are Put to Trial
in Georgia

On June 10 a Court hearing of the
citizens of the Republic of Ichkeria Mr.
Hozh-Ahmed Dudaev and Zelimkhan
Esmurzaev who were captured on May
10, 1994 in Kazbegi, began under the
chairmanship of the judge Leri
Sakvarelidze (known from the Trial of
political prisoners Zurab Bardzimashvili
and Omar Kochamazashvili). The
Prosecution is represented by the
prosecutor Bezhitashvili, while the
defense - by the lawyer Vazha Tsiklauri.
As we have informed earlier the both
defendants are charged with committing
crimes envisaged by Articles 66
(espionage) and 79-238 (weapon
contraband) of the Criminal Code of
Georgia.

In addition to this both defendants are
accused of participation in the war actions
in Abkhazia. The witness Karaia went as

far as making a testimony thai hé had
seen how those boys were fighting on the-

" side of the enemy at the Gumista River

(?Y), which naturally invited the doubts
and a question: did the witness by some
unexplainable chance remember the faces
of these two men in the course of war
actions on the banks of the Gumista River
or did he remember the faces of all
warriors fighting on the opposite side so
well that now, three years later he would
manage to recognize them all if
necessary?

It was noted at the Court hearing that
Zelimkhan Esmurzaev who by the
moment of his arrest was only 15 inf the
course of preliminary investigation was
promised to be exchanged as a prisoner
of war and was offered to change his
birth date from 1978 to 1976. The
defendants declared that in the course of
preliminary investigation they were
subjected to tortures - the burning
cigarettes were extinguished against their
bare skin, they were switched to the
current conductor and subjected to severe
beating. As a result they were forced to
make confessions which were'videotaped
and transmitted by Tbilisi TV. Esmurzaev
named the member of the Supreme
Council Mr. Zviad Dzidziguri who was
kept with him in the Isolator of the Min-
istry of Security, as a witness of all that
was happening to him.

It is noteworthy, that according to the

materials of the Case a great amount of
weapon was confiscated from the
Chechen citizens by the moment of their
arrest, as well as the grenade of "RGD"
type: However the Search Protocol and

the Protocol about confiscation of the
weapon do not exist in the materials of
the Case. To the question of our
correspondent how that was possible the
Prosecutor Bezhitashvili answered: "So
what, such mistakes are made even by
the experiences legal experts. The main
thing is that the witnesses confirmed
everything at the Court Hearing".

And the witnesses - the personnel of

. the Kazbegi department of the Ministry

of Security Avsajanishvili, Buchukuri,
Pavle Ladzikidze - all together were
peacefully sitting in the Court hall
listening to each others testimonies which
is the serious violation of the Code of
Practice.

The Lawyers are
Unanimous.

The lawyers made their speeches in
defense at the Court hearing of Badri
Zarandia and others case. They
demanded the verdict of "not guilty” for
their defendants due to the complete
failure of the prosecution to prove the
guilt of the defendants.

The lawyer Giorgi Chochia reminded
the Court the facts related to the arrest
of ‘defendant Zviad Sherozia:-how he
himself came to the police station as soon
as he learned that he was in search; how
the document confirming that he had
handed over his gun was hidden by the
personnel of the police investigation
department; how he was tortured in the
building of Tsalenjikha police station
which was confirmed by the witness
Marina Kakachia who had been
interrogated at the Court hearing. "The
charges against Zviad Sherozia-from the
beginning to the end are unconfirmed and
should be annulled in accordance with
the Law” - stated the lawyer.

‘His colleague, Mr. Tamaz
Rekhviashvili, did not consider it
necessary to further dwell on the essential
issues of the Case, having stressed only
that this Court Hearing was settling
scores with political opponents - "How
can a person be forcibly isolated from the
society and family by 15 years with the
charge of committing murder when not a

single cartridge-case fired by him has
ever been found?"

The defender of the interests of the
defendant Gurgen Malania Mrs. Dali
Akhvlediani provided detailed
description of the multiple violations in
the course of preliminary and Court
investigations such as beating of “the
suspect, detention the members of his
family including his underage brother,
forcing him to sign the testimonies,

vanishing some materials from his Case..

The lawyer stressed that a number of
motions put remained unsatisfied by the
investigation and Court including such
important motion as necessity of
confrontation and interrogation of the
witnesses confirming the alibi of the
defendant. :

. The defender of the interests of the
defendant Murman Gulua Mrs. Nato
Khujadze considered in detail both
multiple controversies and violations
existing in the materials of the Case and
the principal issue whether National
Guards and detachment of Zugdidi
Commandant’s Office were the band at
all. "They had their headquarters,
training base, isolator, press and
television. The detachment with such
aftributes is a State rather than a band
and the struggle they were engaged in
actually was the struggle for power".

When speaking about this very issue
the lawyer of the defendant Iuza
Jgamadze noted that the members of the
band should have had material interest
and profit from their activities whereas
from the families of the defendants
judging by the materials of the case
nothing valuable has been found to be
confiscated... "Though as the experience
of the previous similar Court hearings
demonstrated when the State wishes to
punish somebody it does punish the
victim".

In the introductory part of her speech
for defense the lawyer of the defendant
Gabriel Bendeliani, Mrs. Tamar
Lashaberidze dwelled on the political

aspect of the Case. She emphasized th
facts of torturing the defendant by pullin,
out the nails on his toes. This is confirme:
by the testimonies of the witnesses an
by the photo depicting taking th
defendant to the place of crime in whic!
it is clearly visible that the defendan! i
wearing the shoes with cut out toes. Th

~'Court did not satisfy the motion abou

providing medical expertise. In accor-
ance with the materials of
investigation nowhere is mentioned
which gun belonged the cartridge-case
found during the investigation; th
footprints found on the place of murde
are not examined and it is unknown
whom they belong, the care with multip!
gun-fire fraces was not examined an
finger-prints were not taken; the
wounded murderers vanished in the blu
air, though the traces of their blood wer
abundantly ‘'scattered on the place of
ctime. These and other multiple violatior

- testify to the low professional skills of

preliminary investigators.

All lawyers stressed the violation
existing in the materials of the Case suc!
as the Protocol of taking the suspect !
the place of crime, according to whic
the lawyers were not participating in th
procedure; as well as shear discrepanci
between the cartridge-cases found
conclusions of the experts in ballistics an
weapon kind and type which w
confiscated from the suspects.

The opinion of the lawyers concerni
the procedure of interrogation was unaf
imous: they claimed that the Prosecutio’
was relying on suggestions, forciblf
received confessions which ¢
defendants more than once rejected. V0
convincing proofs of the guilt of B
Zarandia and others exist, !
defendants were fighting in Abkha’
against the separatists for the terntoﬂl
‘integrity of Georgia. Considering o
above said the lawyers demanded (¥
verdict of "not guilty" for thef
defendants. b
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