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Petrol  Business is
Governed by the Nephew
of the President of Georgia

Rise of the prices for petrol in Thbilisi
caused pointed debates in the Parliament
of Georgia. The head of taxation ins-
pection Mr. David Saralidze, deputy Mi-
nister of Finances Mr. Mirian Murjikneli
and the head of the state concern !'Sa-
knavtobi" Mr. Tamaz Shavdatuashvili we-
re called to the Session of the Parliament.
At the parliamentary session an opinion
was advanced that the petrol business in
Georgia is governed by one man. The
deputy Mikheil Jibuti appealed to ever-
ybody to find out who was that man. Ho-
wever, nobody mentioned the name of
that person. Meanwhile in the parliament
lobby the deputies were claiming that the
petrol business is governed by the nephew
of the President of Georgia.

The Court hearing Proceeds in Tune
with the Old Scenario

"Droni"”, #42, June 4, 1996
The Prosecutor Demands
the Death Penalty

As it is known at the Court hearing
of Badri Zarandia and other’s case the
Prosecutor A. Sikiashvili demanded de-
ath penalty for two defendants.

During the whole last week he was
diligently preparing for his speech and
for this reason the Session of the Court
Board was postponed two times. The St-
ate Prosecutor was expected to present
himself before the Court with serious, we-
11 grounded speech. Instead the attending
audience became the witness of the anger

of a person who was settling personal sco-
res with the defendants rather clumsily
using the clichO faked by the State ap-
paratus with the aim of political punish-
ment.

Particularly astounding in the speech
of A. Sikiashvili weré the unintentional
mistakes, which gave to the sentences the
principally undesirable for the orator se-
nse. Thus for example the Prosecutor qu-
alified the actions of Mr. Badri Zarandia
as "directed against the antigovernment
activities"; to the audience remained un-
clear who he was speaking about when
he said: " They turned the weapon ag-
ainst the former authorities”.

The speech of the State Prosecutor
demonstrated that the existing authorities
do not bother themselves with professi-
onal presentation of the Prosecution at
the political hearing and are content with
participation of the persons with low pro-
fessional skill and limited horizon in such
Cases. This makes more evident the cyn-
icism of the strong state dictatorial regime
which is standing behind such political
court hearings.

The Lawyer Demands
Verdict "Not Guilty"

*On June 7 at the Session of the Court
Board devoted to the Case of Badri Za-
randia and Others the debates of the par-
ties continued. In these debates particip-
ated the representativeg of the defense.

The lawyer Mr. Givi Mdinaradze in
his speech stressed that the defendant
Badri Zarandia is a faithful to his mo-
therland and had never betrayed it, to
which testify every page of the indictm-
ent. The lawyer believes that the majority

the

i ches of ..

"fomfled themselves at the approa-
. However the investigation n-
eeded to qualify these military unions as

| "Bandit groups", since in such a case the

actions which are not due to punishment
during the war actions would become pu-
nishable. ¢

Mr. G. Mdinaradze noted that none of
the charges brought against the defen-
dants whose interests he was defending
were not confirmed by the Case materials.
Neither were they confirmed in the course
of the Court investigation.

Thus for example, in the case of kidn-
apping of Mr. Gventasdze and others their
own testimonies are considered as a proof,
even though in their testimonies they had
never mentioned the name of Badri Zar-
andia. The Prosecution also failed to pr-
ove the fact of malicious hooliganism in-
criminated to Mr. Badri Zarandia. The
only witness who had been interrogated
in the course of preliminary investigation
is unknown and does not live by the ad-
dress mentioned in the Case.

The lawyer dwelled in detail on the
issue of ungrounded proofs and facts of
rough violation of the legal procedure, of
which we shall list only some: the pro-
secution is based on the confessions made
by the defendants as a result of tortures;
the Court investigation did not provide
comprehensive interrogation of all persons
who participated in torture of the pris-
oners; the protocol of taking the defen-
dants to the place of crime is compiled
with rough violations; the witness J. Gv-
asalia who was providing alibi to the def-
endant was subjected to pressure from the
Prosecutor’s Office as a result of which
he had changed his testimony though later
he returned to his initial testimony.

The lawyer successively rejected all °

charges brought against his client Badri
Zarandia and demanded to pronounce the
verdict of "Not guilty".

On the same day a new incident again
took lace at the Court hearing. The judge
Leonidze removed Marine Zarandia from
the Court hall for a remark. This was foll-
owed by the acute negative response of
the attending audience. In protest eve-
rybody including the journalists left the
Court hall.

Thus, the speeches for defense of other
lawyers were pronounced in empty room.
At the next session the speech for defense

. was made by only one lawyer, after which

one should suppose to hear the verdict.

The verdict has to all probability been
written long before like the scenario of
the series of removals from the Court hall,
which was first successfully staged by the
judge Mirza Dolidze and Prosecutor Ka-
kha Koberidze who had been promoted
for this. What will be the rewards or to
which prestigious study will move the ex-
ecutors of the ordered scenario Mr. Le-
onidze, Mr. Sikiashvili, Mr. Aladashvili,

‘Mr. Tsereteli, Mr. Laliashvili and others?

Shevardnadze needs the

One of the most notorious figures Mr. Jaba
Ioseliani unexpectedly rapidly dis-
appeared from the stage of political life
of Georgia. Until this event in the pre-
ceding 5 year period of history of Georgia
full of blood and terror so much was re-
lated to his name, that the silence, ind-
ifference, scarcity of information which acc-
ompany the preliminary investigation of
the former "statesman" cannot cause but
a certain surprise.

After the arrest of Ioseliani nearly all
sighed with relief and immediately forgot
him. All but Shevardnadze. At least, to
this testify the current gossips which from
time to time attract the attention of the
public. For a considerable time sustained
the gossip about Shevardnadze visiting Ja-
ba Ioseliani in prison where he had'a pri-

On he background of the series of de-
ath sentences pronounced for the oppo-
nents of the existing regime in Georgi
which are accompanied with complete ir
difference on the part of the authorities,
the above statement of Shevardnadze ac-
quires evident ambiguity.

The response of Ioseliani is absolutely
adequate. He keeps the same ambiguous
silence.

He keep silence irrespective of the fact

that his so much cared of and set to wing
"Mkhedrioni" is presently subjected to the
same merciless' treatment which they so
richly used to practice on others under
the direct orders and encouragement of
the supreme authorities.
One seems very convincing: Shevar-
dnadze is unwilling to.sacrifice Ioseliani.
Yet unwilling. May be he will once more
need his service. Being the witness of such
duplicity and hypocrisy one should not
be surprised by such prospect. Anyhow
Ioseliani does not look like the prisoner
doomed to death who had not been dep-
rived of the respective privileges of the
member of the authorities. On his name
is still registered the governmental dacha.
What if his former apartments are novw
occupied by the Speaker of the Parliamen!
Mr. Eldar Shengelaia? To improve the he-
alth of loseliani the three room dacha wh-
ich has been allotted to one of the org
anizers of the terrorist attempt on the lif¢
of Shevardnadze instead of the previows
one will temporarily suffice.

The paradoxes fireworks are never o
er in Georgia
Shevrardnadze does need the Ioselianits
until he has some difficulties, until he do¢s
not feel himself stable enough in holding
the reigns of the power in the country
which he had made to surrender using
rough violence and open terror, until th
slightest danger threatens the strength of
his positions.

The time for final verdict for Jaba los
eliani has not come yet.
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