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The Witnesses
Come Armed to

the Supreme
Court

On March 13 a very noteworthy event
took place in the hall of the Supreme
Court. the investigator of Sagarejo
Regional Prosecutor’s Office Mr.
Mamuka Zirakishvili, who was summoned
to the court as a witness in one of the
ongoing cases, in the presence of
numerous witnesses took out the gun and
threatened the father of one of the
defendants, the officer of the Armed
Forces of Georgia, deputy Commandant
of the Ministry of Defense Mr. Temur
Cherkezishvili.

ago. Mr. Zirakishvili as an investigator of
the Case at its initial stage, was
summoned as a witness. After giving his
testimony he had an argument with the
father of the defendant, in the course of
which Mr. Zirakishvili took out the gun
from the pocket.

"Whenever I enter the Court building”
- said Mr. Cherkezishvili - "l am always
searched and this is only natural. Though
1 am an officer and have the right to wear
a gun, I obey to the existing rules. How-
ever, I would like 10 know, how did Mr.
Zirakishvili manage to appear in the hall
with his gun in the pocket?"

This question seems pressing 10 us 100,
especially as considered on the
background of the strict attitude practiced
by the police in relation to those who
show the wish to attend the ongoing
political trials. It should be expected that
the after this incident the defense of the

Supreme Court will search the supporters
of the overthrown authorities with even
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greater vigor to compensate for this little
mistake.

The Warranted
Murder in Mestia

"OMON" (Police Detachment
of Special Destination)
Successfully Replaces

"Mkhedrioni"

As it became known to us, on March
15 in the village of Becho of Mestia region
was buries Mr. Merab Kvitsiani, born in
1974, who had died as a result of being
brutally beaten, in the prison. He was a
third year student of Thbilisi
Humanitarian-Economy Institute and
never was a member of any armed
formation. Irrespective of this fact, before
he was eventually arrested he had been
twice visited in Becho village by the
officers of the Regional Department of
Internal affairs who were looking for
weapon which they had failed to find.
The third time it was "OMON" who had
come after him, arrested him and placed
him in the cell of Mestia Prison, where
he was more than once unmercifully
beaten to force the confession from him.
The corpse of the young man who had
died as a result of beating was kept for
three days unannounced in the prison and
only on the fourth day it was given to the

relative who were told that he had
committed suicide by hanging himself. By
the evidence of numerous witnesses the
corpse had marked traces of scvere
tortures - he had the broken arm, the ear
arca was swollen while the abdomen in
the area of liver was severely bruised.
Apart from this, the local expert
inspection denied the version of suicide
by hanging himself.

Defendants
Declared
Hunger-Strike

Zviad Dzidziguri and Jambul
Bokuchava Were again Moved from the
Hospital 1o the Isolation Detention Cell
without the Consent of their Physicians.

Presently the both of them are placed
in the cell planned for 16 prisoners,
though in reality it houses 34 prisoners
and thus they can sleep only in turn with
others to which add the terrible anti-
sanitary conditions reigning in the cell.

At the Court Session of March 14 they
made the following statement: "On March
8, 1996 in the Republican Prison Hospital
we were informed by the representative
of the Main Department of Places of
Confinement Mr. Menteshashvili that
irrespective of the state of our health an
objection of our physicians, he following
the orders of his bosses had to move us
from #1 Republican Prison Hospital to
the Isolation Detention Cell. On March

10 we were moved to the above cell whi
is very dirty, stuffy, damp and lacks ¢
clementary conditions 1o provide us v
the possibility to work with the mater
of our personal case #7495927.

On March 11 we informed about
condition the Chairman of Court sess
Mr.. Aladashvili, who had not been avi
of the above fact. He had promised
find out the circumstances and help u
have at least minimally accepts
conditions’  however nothing has b
changed so far.

Proceeding from the above said
demand to provide us with element
living and working conditions consider
the fact that we are seriously ill and ¢
under Court Examination and |
declaring  hunger-strike as a token
protest.”

To the protest hunger-strike joi
the other defendants: Mr. Loti Kob
and Mr. Nugzar Molodinashvili.
judge Aladashvili stated that he had
everything within the limits of
authority - he had made a written app
to the Ministry of Internal Affairs
prison Administration. The defend:
refused to return to the Isolall
Detention Cell unless they were give
firm guarantee that their demand wol
be satisfied. Irrespective of this, '
Judge considered his duties exhaus!
and left the Court after the Court Sess|
was over. This created rather a straif
situation which could have grew into
conflict between the defendants
convoy, but the defendants once m
demonstrated self-restraint and avoi
straining the relations with the convo)

The Court Hearing started a week
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