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kP'o_litical Trial
Continues

The Victims Became the
Weapon of the Manipulations
of the Officials

At the Session of February 12
continued reading of Loti Kobalia,
Jambul Bokuchava, Soso Zhgenti, Zviad
Dzidziguri and Nugzar Molodinashvili’s
indictment. The situation in the Court
tiau penouically became strained. The
jurymen were reading the indictment with
marked expression especially stressing
the places describing the episodes of
murdering of these or those persons. The
audience answered with the screams and
curses of the victims. The defendants’
party for a rather long time was patiently
enduring the psychological pressure, but
eventually their patient was exhausted by
the pronounced bias of the judge and
police: A. Aladashvili and police very
mildly and politely coaxed the victims
who were violating the order and
furiously shouted at the relatives of the
defendants who were claiming only one
thing: "Until the hearing is over and the
guilt of the defendants is not proved,
refrain from expressing emotions”.

"Everything is cleared and proved.
You do not know what a pain is to los¢
a son", was screaming one of the victims.
On hearing this Soso Zhgenti's wife could
not help crying in answer: "l am too well
aware of what is the feeling of terror for
the life of one’s child.... My two years
old child was hanged by his feet from
the third floor. and I have caught eight
bullets in my body... Do you know how
many people are like me?! Some of them
are standing downstairs and are not
allowed to the hall. I was allowed because
I am the wife of Soso Zhgenti, while the
wife of Vakhtang Nodia was not let in,
and her husband was shot down, his hand
was cut off and heart dug out of his

. chest... We shall bring here the whole

West Georgia population and then you

will sce who is a real victim!..." .

The defendants also failed to restrain
themselves. Soso- Zhgenti-and Jambul
Bokuchava declared: "The only thing to
be cleared out here are the circumstances
of the dcath of the journalist David
Bolkvadze and this does not concern you,
lady,"- appealed he to Bolkvadze's
mother- "All others were robbers and
murderers who were unmercifully
staughtering people and did not leave a
house unrobbed in Samegrelo".

It is evident, that in such an atmos-
phere, under the regular attacks of and
violations of order on the part of the
victims, the Court will not be able to work,
unless these excesses are specially
inspired to exert psychological pressure
on the defendants and their relatives.
And if so, (which unfortunately leaves
exactly such impression), he victims
whether willingly or not, arec becoming
the weapon of the officials thus playing
rather unenviable role. At the same time,
artificially created nervous atmosphere
benefits to the prolongation of the Court
Hearing with the hard impact on all
parties and especially on Soso Zhgenti
who has diabetes mellitus and as a result
of stress became very sick at that Session
and this latter was not continued for this
reason. The Court Hearing was not
continued on the successive days due to
the aggravation of the health of the
defendants and was postponed to
February 20.

The Prisoners

Do Not Have
the Right to
Spread the
Information

And this is confirmed by
Judge Aladashvili

At the Court Session of February 12
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aflter the break Mr. Zviad Dzidziguri
irrespective of the resistance of the judge,
declared, that according to the
Constitution any citizen had the right to
receive and spread the information.
Hence, the defendants should have the
possibility to give information to the mass
media representatives/ He demanded
that journalists could freely meet the
defendants.

Judge A. Aladashvili answered that
they are prisoners and this problem is
regulated by the convoy who are
forbidden to allow the journalists to get
in contact with the prisoners.
~ As we can see, the right ‘of 'frce
disttibution of information in Georgia
does not exist for the persons isolated
from the society and this fact is confirmed
by the member of the Board of the
Supreme Court personally. It is quite
surprising especially as in the period of
Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s "fascist
dictatorship” the political hooligans were
allowed to arrange press-conferences
with the local and foreign journalists cven
at the stage of preliminary investigation
not to mention Court hearing.

Give us the
Work or Let
us to Trade

Declare the people for whom
trading became the only
source to carn their living

Under the order of Tbilisi Mayor's
House trading in the streets and vicinities
of the market was banned. It is only
natural, that in Georgia where trading
became the only source to earn the living
for hundreds of thousands of citizens and
especially for the refugees from
Abkhazia, such prohibition will lead to
dramatic worsening of life standards of
these socially unprotected people. Such
care of the mayor’s Office for. the
appearance of the city streets was
followed by immediate response.

On February 18, at 11 a.m. hundreds
of excited citizens gathered before the
building of the Parliament their demand
being to change the decision of the
Mayor's Office. "Either return us back to
Abkhazia or give us the work to earn our
living” were declaring most of them. "I
am from Abkhazia. I have children. 1
have to rent my the flat, but it is several
months that I have not been able to pay
my rent. The only right I am asking for

is to sit on the asphalt of the streets... If
we will be prohibited to do even this, then
may be they give mé some place to live
so that my children have place 1o stay at
nights”.

The exited people were of course
habitually surrounded by the "care" of
the detachment of special designation
armed with truncheons and leaded by Mr.
Mgebrishvili who in no time arrived in
“fords". Initially they scem to avoid
dispersing the people, though did not
spare scveral women.

Those who had power supply that eve-
ning would remember the program made
by the TV Company "Kavkasioni” where
the citizen of Tbilisi Mrs. Rusudan
Kvaratskhelia was saying: "Neither
electricity nor water... we have only four
bare walls. Either put the enterprises into
operation and give us the possibility to
work or give us the right to trade. What
we earn in the streets is sufficient 1o buy
us some bread, not as the TV shows us
as if we were making a fortune and earn
60 lari per day. We are not speechless
sheep to bear beating with sticks and
truncheons. (...) | manage to take iny
children to the nursery school, while
others have the children aged 13-14 and
they are left in the streets, are exposed
10 unfavorable influence of the street and
even are committing theft because of
extreme need. I know about 15 girls who
are stealing in the vicinities of the railway
station - to such extent they were driven
by hunger and poverty. If you forbid us
to trade in the streets what shall we live
on? (...). If it takes months we shall stay
here before the building of the
Parliament. Today there are hundreds of
us, tomorrow thousands will come.
Bloodshed worse that which occurred on
April 9 can happen. And if Shevardnadze
remains alive after this then be it s0” Oh
God, if hr really wants to exterminate
people, #en let him do it and get over
with it".

In no time the detachment of special
destination did begin dispersing the
people. They force the majority of them
into the buses and 1o all probability took
them for "processing” 1o the I'bilisi Police
Department. Those who escaped this fate
moved to the Mayor’s Office where they
reccived a lesson from the Head of the
Municipal Police Department Mr. Demur
Mikadze: "1 spare no efforts to provide
support and safety for refugees. But here
only 10% are refugees, the other 907,
are provocateurs... Provocateurs were
calling you 1o go to the German Embassy
were not they? Do you imagine that
German Embassy will pay any attention
10 you?!" (The style is unchanged). As

we see the principle of "Divide and rule”
is again in effect in Georgia where the
people are left without any care and are
deprived of the right to take care of
themselves.

Former Speaker of the Parliament is
Against Selling the Land

The former speaker of the Parliament,
presently a deputy Mr. Vakhtang
Goguadze addressed an open letter 1o
Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze, saying that
on the background of the extremely poor
situation in Georgia legalization of the
right to sell the land is equal 1o treachery.
“Foday. in..Georgia we are. having .the ¢
stabilization of the criminal situation.only,
though we have not achieved yet
financial, economic and social
stabilization, and which is most important
we do to have any guarantee of
geopolitical stabilization”, admits the ex-
specaker. He believes, that the relations
between Georgia and Russia, the most
complicated events occurring in
geopolitical space around the country and
unhcaled injuries of the civil war still do
not provide any firm guarantee for
stabilization in the nearest future.

Goguadze states, that being an
internationalist he considers all citizens
of Georgia irrespective of their
nationality as the members of one family.
At the same time he stresses that
Georgians in Georgia in the worst
situation. "When parents loose their child
because for the lack of money they cannot
afford the surgical medical care for the
sick child, they will gladly sell all they
have including the land to save the child".
At the.same time Mr. Goguadze cannot
sce any mechanisms to avoid such
situation since "In our country any who
has money can buy himself any certificate
and document".

Mr. Goguadze considers it
unacceptable to unconditionally fulfill all
the demands of the International
Currency Fund in exchange of receiving
credits and admits that the Parliament
which was in effect when he was a
speaker hurried to accept some not very
favorable laws.

Thus, once the closest supporter of
Shevardnadze, who in the present day |
alignment of political forces found himself
out of game, believes that the correct
resolution of the land problem is more
important then Constitution. It is hard to
say what has caused such firm position:
genuine concern about the interests of
Georgia or the wish 10 get again in he
ruling clan, especially as the dramatic
pathos of this letter to a significant extent
is diluted with verbose sweetness and
prizes addressed to Shevardnadze.
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