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Roman
Gventsadze -Says
Nothing Bad

On the contrary, according to him he
came full of good resolutions. He had to
made such statement because on seeing
him entering the Court Hall one of the
emotional attendants of the Hearing ra-
ther aggressively blamed him for being
responsible for all riot of the recent years
in this country. The violator of the order
was of course evicted from the Court Hall
and the witness immediately suppressed
his emotions. It was obvious indeed that
he was not going to say "anything bad".

According to the testimonies of Gven-
tsadze in January 1992 he was in hospital
because of the wound he had received on
the very first day of the coup. According
to the demand of the staff of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs he was appointed ac-
ting Minister of Internal Affairs. Gven-
tsadze declared that in Tbilisi and West
Georgia including Abkhazia the popula-
tion did show strong resistance to the newly
established authorities. "As a represen-
tative of the previous authorities I was
against any kind of violence; so I started
negotiations with the representatives of the
opposing parties in Tbilisi, Zugdidi and
other towns.

The very fact that answering the (ucs-
tion of the Prosecutor G. Khabashvili who
inquired what the reactionary forced were
demanding, the witness said: "The oppo-
sition party which you qualify as reac-
tionary forces as demanding to restore
the lawfully elected authorities and re-
lease of the prisoners” was very impre-
ssive. This answer stirred the interest of
the Judge who asked the witness whether
he did not consider the new authorities
lawful. Gventsadze answered that he did
not doubted in the lawfulness of the new
authorities, however he had to stress that
in the period of his being Minister of In-
ternal Affairs the power was in the hands

of "State Council which included repre-
sentatives of the society and various par-
ties invited by the Military Council. It was
an artificially created body while the pre-
vious authorities was more lawful and law-
fully elected”. As for the clections of 1992,
he was dismissed from the position’ of ‘the
Minister of Internal Affairs and thus was
not involved in the events that had fo-
llowed. Gventsadze once more emphasi-
zed that in summer of 1992 when he and
other high-rank officials were detained in
Zugdidi they were treated kindly and po-
litely. The activities of the Disobedience
Committee are known to Gventsadze only
basing on the information which he had
obtained during the negotiations’ he was
carrying out with the representatives of
the Commitice. As for Zaur Kobalia, he
had met him only once after the war in
Abkhazia was unleashed and he together
with Giorgi Khaindrava was conducting
negotiations about the joining the efforts
to oppose Abkhazians. According to his
words he obtained the consent of the op-
posed party to render military assistance
in war actions in Abkhazia.

Of the events of December 21, 1991,
Mr. Gventsadze told the Court that when
Kitovani's Guards and other armed forces
began to dismiss the piquet guarding the
building of the Supreme Council and cle-
ar the square from the car the President
called a meeting where it was decided
that the piquet of the opposed party sho-
uld have been dismissed as well. "Little
by little people began to stroll away. On
the next day in the morning we were Sit-
ting in one of the rooms of the Supreme
Council. The door opened and Miss Lele
Archvadze entered the room. She said:
What are you doing sitting here? Just look
what is going outside’. It is a lic that she
had ordered to open fire to the pcople as
the newspapers were later writing. Tho-
ugh it should be mentioned that the wo-
men had did significant harm. Neither
President gave any order to open the fire.
We went downstairs. Later Mr. Loti Ko-
balia with 70 soldiers came out of the
building of the Supreme Council and be-

gan to fire in the air. In answer the op-
posed party opened the fire in the di-
rection of the Supreme Council. It was
during this action thatl was wounded, |
guess by accident”.

Merab Rapava
Knows Everything

And for an hour and a half he was
sharing all he knew with the Judge and
Prosecutor who were very pleased with
his "confess”. Rapava knows for sure that
Eduard Shevardnadze was very cager fo
make peace with the opposed party, to
make negotiations with its leaders. He ga-
ve his consent to meet Gamsakhurdia him-
self. It is noteworthy, that judging by the
testimony of the witness this wish became

especially strong in the summer of 1992°

in the pre-election period. Such ideas we-
re being intensively planted in the minds
of West Georgia population (and not only
there) in the form of the idea of making
a great peace: the rumors were spread as
if the agreement about the meeting of
President Gamsakhurdia and Shevardna-
dze had already been achieved.

Rapava also knows that all the evil,
attacks, murders, robbery of trains in In-
giri came from Zugdidi and were com-
mitted under the orders of Disobedience
Committee.

On the other hand he turned out to
be totally unaware of those who were mur-
dered as a result of raiding Zugdidi, of
the victims shot down during the coup
and later in Tbilisi which is rather strange
especially as he occuppied the post of
Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs in the
period of when the lawful authorities were
at power. On the question of Zaur Ko-
balia who inquired what he was doing
when the coup began Rapava answered:
"I was in charge of observing the order
only". This answer irritated the Judge him-
self: "The authorities were opposed with
arms - how do you think was not this the

violence of order?!" But it turned out that
Rapava was helpless to do anything since
the Ministry of Internal Affairs did not
have any arms. For this reason he was
guarding the Tbilisi Prison Isolator from
where in the days of coup were released
hundreds of criminals who were armed
with guns to use them to overthrow. the
lawful authorities. .

The Court is
Hearing the Case
of Bidzina
Gujabidze

The hearing of the Case of political
prisoner Bidzina Gujabidze started in the
Supreme Court under the chairmanship
of judge L. Sadzaglishvili. On January 23
the first Court Session was carried out,
but the further hearing was postponed for
uncertain period: as the Judge himself sta-
ted he had to finish hearing of other very
important case. This over, the hearing of
Gujabidze’s case would be resumed.

Bidzina Gujabidze was arrested on Ja-
nuary 25, 1994 his only crime being that
for three days from October 19 to October
22 he was fulfilling the duties of the Ad-
ministrator of the Region in Lanchkhuti
after the lawful authorities were restored
in this region in the fall of 1993 and Pre-
sident Gamsakhurdia appointed him this
post. He is charged with Articles 68 and
75 of the Criminal Code of the republic
of Georgia which envisage high treason
and banditism. According to the indict-
ment he is accused of being involved in
conspiracy together with Vakhtang (Loti)
Kobalia, Jambul Bokuchava, Soso Zhgen-
ti and others which aimed at the loss of
sovereignty and disintegration of territo-
rial integrity of Georgia; and of forming
bandit groups to seize power. As it is
known to us, the defendant does not re-
cognize these charges and considers him-
self innocent. Presently B. Gujabidze is
kept in the cell for prisoners sentenced to
death.

Tuberculosis -
A Disease of
Prisoners

Of the diseases prevailing in the pri-
sons of Georgia the leading place belongs

10 tuberculosis. According to the data a
ilable to us the majority of prisoners i
suffering from various forms of lung
seases, and as a rule due 10 the inhumn
conditions of the prison their health st
with the course of time becomes more 4
more aggravated.

Nearly all of Georgian political p
soners are complaining of lung tuber¢
losis. Of those the following political p
soners has developed especially criti
condition: ‘Khvicha Jokhadze convicted
the so-called Kvareli Case; he has aci
TB, exudative pleurisy and has insert
lung drainage; David Kacharava conv
ted by the accusation of Kavsadze’s ki
napping; he has bilateral acute form | *
TB.. :
Presently -the both of them are hi
pitalized in the Republicar Prison Ho
pital. However it is already evident t
the would not be left in the hospital u
the full serving of their terms which
as long as 15 years for Kacharava a
10 years for Jokhadze for whom this te
was cut down to 6 years due to the st
of his health. However, the state of hea
of Jokhadze is critical. According to
existing standards both prisoners shou
be released since considering the state
their health their further keeping un
the prison conditions is threatening th
lives.

To The Prosecutor general o
the Republic of Georgia Mr.
Jamlet Babilashvili

Statement

of the prisoner of war Badri
M. Zarandia

Being in captivity from October 19
I have been deprived the right to see
members of my family or relatives irrd
pective of the persistent demands of
close relatives who more than once 4
pealed to the investigator allow them
see me.

I am appealing to you with the reque
to allow me to meet my close relative
Otherwise 1 will be induced to appeal
the Red Cross Red Crescent Organiz:
tion.
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