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" No3l (in brief)

26 Decentber - 1

The State of
Qutcasts

A meeting of the IDPs from Abkhazia
whose temporary residence is Hotel "Me-
gobroba" in Gldani District was held rec-
ently, the main reason of its holding being
the existing conflict situation between the
refugees and local Refugee Committee.
The problem scems to be very serious si-
nce the meeting was attended by the de-
puty Chairman of Republican Committee
for Refugees Settling Mr. Miron Kher-
giani and head of the Department Mr.
Hamlet Gojiashvili. Mr. Khergiani took
the initiative to lead the meeting and in-
stead of elucidating the situation he most
successfully managed tq turn the meeting
into a mess and actually broke-down it.
Most verbose speech of Mr. Khergiani he-
iped to understand only one thing: that
the conflict was mainly related to Mrs.
Mzia Papandopulo-Tskipurishvili who un-
der her own initiative took a responsibility
of acting as a local Refugees Committee.

To clarify the issue we have decided
10 talk to the refugees themselves. It is
noteworthy, that their majority was $o sc-
ared that asked us not to publicize their
names while some of them refused to na-
me themselves at all.

Mrs. Eter Esiava: "Just look under wh-
4t circumstances we had to live; there are
ten of us sharing one room; we do not
have a space to install the oven, while
there are so many locked rooms in the
hotel. [ have a nine months old grandchild
and this year I had received only two
cans of dry milk. We received 4 kg of
tice but it was so full of worms that could
serve as a food for pigs only."

Mrs. Asmat Bakuradze-Kvaratskhelia:
"it is already three years that not a single
soul showed any interest in the activities
of the local Refugee Committee”

. Mr. Vladimer Arkania: "1 was a deputy

January, 1995/96

. Chairman of the local Refugee Comm-

ittee, but my opinion was totally ignored.
You have seen it yourselves have not you,
that this meeting was a chaos rather then
a normal meeting.

As it became clear from our conve-
rsation, in the process of food distribu-
tions the stated rations of wheat flour and
sugar were cut by two kilograms. The re-
fuges were informed that those kilograms
were returned to the district administra-
tive body "gamgeoba". Apart from this,
the refugees were demanded to collect
the money to transport the food products
delivered by the Salvation Army, though
the Salvation Army denied that they had
asked any money for transportation.

*kck

After getting familidr with the probl-
ems of the refugees residing in the "Me-
gobroba" Hotel the newspaper got inter-
ested in the fate of the refugees residing
on other places. For this reason the cor-
respondent of the newspaper visited these
places and asked the refugees one and
the same questions: "When was the last
time you have received the humanitarian
aid and what did it consist of? What cla-
ims if any do you have against the local
Refugee Committees™

Mrs. Tina from Sukhumi: "The last ti-
me I have received the humanitarian aid
was summer. It was in one box full of
clothes. for nearly one year we have not
received any food products. This year we
received only one kg of wheat flour and
vegetable oil from the Salvation Army.
Now they are distribution nine kg of wh-
eat flour and 2 liters of vegetable oil per
person; however we are not in the list
since they say we have already received
our aid Now is not there any difference
between one kg and nine kg? What kind
of justice is this?

We have never received any monetary
aid other than 6 lary per person for those
who are unemployed. Nobody thinks of
us - neither Council of Ministers of Ab-

khazia nor the government of Georgia.
Everybody has already forgotten about
us.”

Mrs. Liana from Gali: "Three months
ago we received one kg of peas, rice and
flour. I have a little son. He needs plenty
of things to study in school, but not a
single copy-book or pen was ever given
to him as a humanitarian aid; to say no-
thing of the manuals. How should the
refugees’ children study?!"

‘One can infinitely continue such in-
quiries. The refugees are scattered all ov-
er Thilisi streets, near the underground
stations, markets. For this time we have
chosen the places of their compact re-
sidence, where even the very superficial
interrogation made it clear that they all
are under different conditions. The hu-
manitarian aid is distributed rarely and
unevenly. We have not seen a single pe-
rson who would be satisfied with the ac-
tivities of the local Refugees’ Committees
since they very rapidly become corrupted
or are absolutely helpless in changing the
things for better.

The Judge Does
Not Like The

Preliminary
Investigation...

At the Court Hearing of Zaur Koba-
lia’s Case of December 22 were in-
terrogated 6 witnesses whose testimonies
were characterized by one common fe-
ature: none of them was personally acq-
uainted with the defendant Zaur Kobalia,
while about the Committee of Insubord-
ination they had only a vague idea. Irr-
espective of this fact rather noteworthy
were their answers 10 one major question
of the Prosecutor: "What do you know
about the plundering of cargoes, blocking
the railway lines and other unlawful ac-
tions of the supporters of £x-President?"

Mr. A. Shelia: "During that period 1
was working as a head of ingiri Railway
Station. In November, 1992 a meeting was
held in Tbilisi. Mr. Vashakidze was re-
porting on the situation in the region. The
meeting was attended by administrators,
head of "Gamgeoba" and representatives
of the police. It was decided to involve
the unlawful armed formations into the

activities directed to the protection of the
railway lines. Together with Mr, Patsatsia
we have gathered in Zugdidi "Gamge-
oba". The following were present there:
Mgeladze, Nozadze and Loti Kobalia. An
agreement was made with Loti Kobalia
and it was decided, that his detachments
would take the responsibility for the sa-
fety of communication in Zugdidi region.
They should have received a certain sum
of money for providing such service. Ba-
sing on - this ‘Agreement from December
27 6th Gali battalion of Loti Kobalia was
disposed got disposed at Ingiri Railway
Station.

N. Kavtaradze: "On February 15, 1993
the Railway Security Service was estab-
lished. 1 was appointed as a commander
of a squadron of the regiment. I was con-
trolling the area from Jvari to Samtredia.
We arrived to Ingiri and began to for
detachments. There already was a ba-
ttalion of Loti Kobalia - they were living
in a van. I learned that they had an Ag-
reement. " \

During the interrogation of the next
witness, the officer on duty at Ingiri Ra-
ilway Station G. Chikava, the Court He-
aring finally lost any appearance of no-
rmal court session and became more like
a theater stage.

B. Chikava: "I was working as an offi-
cer on duty at Ingiri Railway Station. Wh-
en the vans were opened I recorded those
facts in respective protocols. Gali batia-
lion was executing its duty, and I was
executing mine - 1 was receiving and se-

4 nding the trains. All this was happening

in their presence...

The Judge: What nonsense are you
talking about? You were responsible most
of all and now you want to get rid of your
responsibility, don’t you? Go and ask Lo-
ti.

The witness: I had a chief, his deputy
to whom I reported...

The Judge: You’d better say that you
were afraid of Loti, he would have be-
headed you.

The witness: 1 was not afraid. Eve-
rybody knew everything, to whom else
should I report... ”

Prosecutor: If you were not scared,
then you are an accessery to a crime and
should be punished!

Defendant Kobalia: How can you say
this, sir? What does it mean an accessory
to a crime?

The Judge: Don’t say that you have
never taken macaroni home!

The witness: But I have never done
this.

It is difficult to say what has caused
such unrestricted, impolite behavior of the

judge - the post occupied by the witness
(in the Soviet Union they always used to
punish the little man), or the pangs of
professional conscious especially conside-
ring the fact that at the Session of Dec-
ember 8 he stressed: "You do not like
how the Case is investigated, do you?
Well, neither do I. I ask the journalists
to write it down that the Judge Lery Sa-
kvarelidze does not like how the prelim-
inary investigation was carried out".

The strained situation maintained du-
ring the interrogation of the next witness.
This latter reported to the Court:

V. Morgoshia: "I was executing my
duty. With the aim to establish the order
in Martvili arrived first a scanty deta-
chment from the Guards of Loti Kobalia.
They had a special man who with our
help was purchasing the food products
from the population. The head of the he-
adquarters was Roman Dzidziguri and he
was controlling the situation.

Defendant Z. Kobalia: You have men-
tioned that Loti Kobalia’s detachment ar- *
rived to establish the order. What was
going in the region before his arrival. Was
there disorder reigning?

The witness: Later I left my post. |
was ill. I only know that they came under
that pretense. When a new head of "Ga-
mgeoba" Mr. Jgarkava was appointed, th-
en to Martvili arrived Patsatsia, Pipia,
Loti Kobalia and his detachment was str-
engthened.

* k¥

At this the Court Session was over.
This session once more confirmed the tr-
end: while yesterday Valter Shurgaia and
Gocha Otkhozoria were declared resp-
onsible for all crimes committed in Sa-
megrelo Region in 1992-1993, today all
charges are transferred to Zaur Kobalia,
tomorrow it will be Vakhtang Kobalia, Zv-
iad Dzidziguri, Nugzar Molodinashvili and
all those who are mentioned in the ind-
ictment. The day after tomorrow their pl-
ace will take the "Raiders” as humorously
nicknamed "Mkhedrioni" the Judge.

At the present Court Hearing the Jud-
ge is focused on the statement that Loti
Kobalia was a military man and was fo-
llowing the orders of the higher rank pe-
ople, tomorrow when the wind inevitably
changes he would be presented as a lea-
ding political figure. The main thing is
that there are crimes which can be qu-
alified as the causes of misfortune of Ge-
orgia; the image of enemy is already cre-
ated, the scenario is written, and the rest
is only the issue of the staging director
technique.

S. Guramishvili
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