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"In the Face of Lord and
my People I Was Doing
my Duty"

Declared Zaur Kobalia in his political
statement at the Court Session of Decem-
ber 4, 19951, the deputy of the Supreme
Council of the Republic of Georgia, Cha-
irman of Permanent Human Rights Co-
mmission - I was doing my duty in the
face of Lord and my People when I was
condemning forcible overthrow of the law-
ful authorities, exposing anti-Georgian ac-
tions committed by the punitive bandit
detachments, defending the dignity of my
nation which was manifested by the Re-
ferendum of March 31, 1991. Due to such
attitude of mine, I was absolutely unlaw-
fully arrested on January, 1994 and now
I am facing this Court only because I
refused to accept the forcible overthrow
of the lawful authorities, violence, exter-
mination of Georgian nation and because
I was never tired to expose anti-Georgian
actions and crimes. I can hardly imagine
any country today where the man is pu-

nished for demanding to restore the law-
fulness and justice. What is going on here
can be estimated only as the political squ-
aring of accounts.

Experts’ Conclusions Are
of No Importance

The experts believe, that Tamaz Ela-
shvili who is presently hospitalized in the
Republican Prison Hospital requires tre-
atment in specialized hospital. The se-
curity service ignores the opinion of the
experts thus literally condemning the po-
litical prisoner to death. The statement
#12/45-1330 "On Refusal to the Peti-
tion" signed by investigator of the Inves-
tigator Department of the Security Ser-
vice D. Khachidze actually invites such
consequences. This statement says, that
"The Republican Hospital of the of The
Ministry of Internal Affairs has never pre-
sented the issue of management "concer-
ning Tamaz Elashvili under investigation,
and thus the request about the changing
the measure of suppression should not be
satisfied". The statement was adopted on

November 13, while earlier on November
1-6 Tamaz Elashvili who suffers serious
cardiovascular disease was subjected to
the expertise provided by competent spe-
cialists. In this procedure participated the
experts invited by the Security Service.
Conclusion #5/108 made by the experts
states, that according to the existing me-
dical documents T. Elashvili suffers from
the cardiovascular pathology since 1975
and is under the cardiologic follow-up.
"Proceeding from the above said, and ac-
cording to the health indices of T. Ela-
shvili, his staying under the conditions of
isolation from the medical viewpoint for
the present moment is impossible. He ne-
eds hospital management in a specialized
medical institution such as Institute of Car-
diology or Research Institute o Therapy.”
At the same time, the experts stress, that
"Proceeding from T. Elashvili’s health sta-
tus no investigatory actions such as in-
terrogation are possible due to organic
and emotional nature of such actions, the
impact of which can cause dramatic ag-
gravation of his health status, similar to
that which had occurred on October 19,

1995." We have the information that ir-
respective of such conclusion, the inves-
tigator firmly insists on interrogation of
the prisoner and obtaining his testimonies.
Even this very circumstance let alone the
others has its unfavorable effect on the
prisoner, who already is suffering from
severe depression and more than once ex-
pressed the wish to commit suicide.

Sakinform Variations on
Disappeared Ship Theme

" Ayear ago in the vicinities of Abkhazia
shore was captured the ship "Spartac" from
Batumi. The ship housed total of 19 per-
sons including the crew.By the end of No-
vember Sakinform distributed information
saying, that "Nearly with one year delay
the Law and Order Bodies of Achara Auto-
nomous Republic brought a suit” in re-
lation to this fact, this statement acco-
mpanied with what may seem a new ver-
sion of vanishing of "Spartac” into the thin
air. It should be stressed, that this in-
formation for the first time hinted to the
possibility of shipwreck: "According to the
preliminary information the wreck occu-
rred in Tuapse region, by an unofficial
information. "Spartac” was captured by
Abkhaz separatists.” As a matter of fact
there was indeed a ship wreck in the vi-
cinities of Tuapse, but it occurred on other
date, The ship was not called "Spartac”
and she left not from Poti, not Batumi.
As for "Spartac"”, no one ever doubt the
version which Sakinform calls unofficial.
The issue of "Spartac” and her Passengers
is actually frozen irrespective of the fact,

that the members of the families of the
missing people sounded the alarm as early
as two weeks since the wreck and ma-
naged to inform about their tragedy the
legal institutions, State Committee of Hu-
man Rights and International Relation-
ships, Cabinet of Ministers and Shevar-
dnadze himself. Besides, the information
was sent to the UNO, International Red
Cross Society, foreign countries embassi-
es both on the territory of Georgia and
Russia, to the Commissions of Russian
Duma. Though among those 19 people
was a citizen of Russia, the main reason
of informing Russian official bodies was
the fact, that the situation in Abkhazia
was controlled by the Russian Army which
was acting under the UNO aegis. Thus,
Sakinform once more sins against the truth
when informing the readers that "the rela-
tives of the missing people among which
are the residents of Kaspi (?!) did not
consider it necessary to appeal to the Law
and Order bodies of the Republic". So
far as we are concerned, this issue is in-
vestigating the State Security Service, tho-
ugh our surprise is caused by the way
this problem is considered by Sakinform:
even if the relatives had never appealed
to the Law and Order Bodies, is not it
the duty of the State to care about the
security of its citizens who under the pe-
ace conditions (however formal this peace
may be) are captured and kept some-
where during one year on the territory
which is controlled by the army of the
foreign country which had been invited
by the authorifies to conduct the peaceful
mission on this territory?!
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