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Witnesses Faint
at the Trail

" As it comes out at the current Court
hearing of Shurgaia-Otkhozoria’s Case
the great majority of the witnesses do
not know anything about the
defendants. In the course of
preliminary investigation they have
never been told that they were
interrogated in relation to Shurgaia-
Otkhozoria’s Case.
witnesses even fainted when the judge
read his testimony given in the course
of investigation and the Prosecutor had
to take care of him. The questioh
whether Chechens were in Zugdidi
becomes more and more persistent at
the trail.

On May ‘12, 1995 the resident of
Zugdidi, a bus driver Karlo Pipia
appeared before the Court as a witness.
He told the Court how he was stopped
by 5 armed persons at the former
Commandant’s Office on November 5,
1993 while driving the bus. Of those three
entered the bus. "They were not
Georgians, they were speaking Russian,

- continued the witness. - You should take.

us to Gali, if you refuse we shall take

" your bus”. He told how they first arrived
1o Gali, then to Ochamchire and then
how on their way to Sukhumi the bus was
broken. The bus stealers put Pipia into
the car and took him to Enguri Bridge
while leaving the bus with them.

When answering the question of the
judge the witness stated that when they
were crossing Enguri Bridge it was not
controlled by Georgian party, while on
the other end of the bridge they were met
by Abkhazian picket. .

When judge asked whom the witness
informed about his been taken to
Abkhazia and stealing of the bus
Pipia answered: "There was nobody in
Zugdidi. T informed the head of the
enterprise Murman Jabua and head of
police department Kukuri Adamia who
told me - if we manage to bring back your
bus we shall return it to you, anyway we
have put this information into computer”.

The lawyer Navrozashvili asked the
witness whether he was informed during
his interrogation at the Prosecutor’s
Office that they were taking his testimony
in relation to Shurgaia-Otkhozoria’s
Case.

"Nobody has ever told me anything. I
have heard about it for the first time when
I got the summons saying that I was to
act as a witness at their trail in Tbilisi" -
stated Mr. Pipia. "Provided you have
been told about it what would you have
answered?” "I would have answered that
I do not krow either of them and have
nothing to say about them" - answered
the witness.

The member of the Supreme Council
Mr. Bidzina Dangadze called as a witness
stated ‘that he knew Valter Shurgaia as
one of the outstanding representatives of
national movement who had experienced
the repression of the Soviet system in his
youth and he by no means considered

One of the’

Mr.:

him as a traitor, on the contrary, he
considered Shurgaia as a true patriot. As
for Otkhozoria, he did not know him
personally, but had heard many good
words about him.

In contrast with indictment Mr.
Dangadze qualified the events of
December-January, 1991-1992 not as a
military conflict but as a coup inspired
from outside which was aimed at
territorial disintegration of Georgia and
loss of its independence.

When asked whether there were
Chechen and Abkhazian boeviks in
Zugdidi, Mr. Dangadze answered:"I have
learned about it by TV, though I myself
i have never seen them.""By what TV?""By
Thilisi TV..."

Rl

At the same Session was interrogated
the driver of Zugdidi Excursion Bureau
Zurab Berdekhelia. According his
testimony given in the course of the
preliminary investigation in October,
1993 he was taken to the headquarters
of the Guards by Zamir Gergedava and
then was taken to Ochamchire by his bus
and another bus which escorted them.
From Ochamchire he brought to Zugdidi
Chechen and Abkhazian boeviks, military
technique ("Shilka", two armed recon
vehs and ammunition). On his way back
at Achigvara he happened to see
"Vakhtang Kobalia and Guram
Absandze, as well as guardsmen who had
met the hired murderers with whistling
and joy". He took the hired boeviks first
to .Zugdidi, then to Khobi and then to
Senaki where they immediately joined in
the battle. Then their leader was brought
some letter. After having read this letter
the hired boeviks were taken back to
Abkhazia by the same bus.

When the judge 1. Tkeshelashvili
finished reading the testimony, the
witness fainted and the session was
temporarily ceased.

When the witness felt himself better
and the Session was resumed, the witness
Berdekhelia in answer to the very first
question of the Prosecutor whether he
was confirming his'testimony desperately
cried: T was out of my wits then, they
have searched me before..." :

But the Prosecutor did not allow him
to finish what he was saying, as if his
words have had nothing to do with the
problem, and persistently demanded
"Concrete answer to the concrete
question”. The witness was keeping
silence.

All was allowed by the most
noteworthy scene played by the
Prosecutor and Judge:"Prosecutor - Was
this testimony written wrongly in the
course of preliminary investigation? Have
you experienced any pressure?""Judge -
Everybody sees that neither Prosecutor,
nor lawyers, nor judge impel the witness
to say this or that. If the investigator
forced you to give such testimony, just
tell us and we shall punish him, we shall
make statement and may be bring charge

Witness Berdekhelia - I confirm this
testimony...

After lawyer Goks1d7e s question it
became clear that the above testimony
was not read by the witness, that he was
continuously interrogated during ome
week (they used to take him from his
house and then return him back. At the
same time the witness was made to give
a written unde’naking not to leave the
place). Besides he was interrogated by
various investigators in relation to one and
the same issue. He was not offered to sign
the interrogation protocols with the
exception of the last one. It was found
out also that besides the hired murderers
Mr. Berdekhelia was bringing to Zugdidi
refugees. But the Prosecutor showed no
interest in this fact - he was so excited
that often interfered with the dialog of
the lawyer and witness for which he
deserved not a single note from the judge.

Rk

On May 17 the deputy head of
Zugdidi Police department Revaz
Chikobava was interrogated as a witness.
He was holding the same position in
December, 1993 when was arrested
Gocha Otkhozoria. Proceeding from the
questions of the lawyer Navrozashvili his
testimony was shaped in the following
form:"On December 23 1 was about to
enter the study of the head of the Police
Department Mr. Adamia when he himself
came out of it and told me that in his
study was sitting Otkhozoria for whom he
had “an arrest warranty. Though I was
heading the operating service I have not
known anything about the existence of
warranty for Otkhozoria’s arrest. I
entered the study and saw the
Prosecutor’s warranty on the table of
Adamia, but I did not look through the
charges. 1 offered Gocha to return the
arms. He took out the gun of "Makaroy”
system and put it on the table, then he
showed me a grenade and put it on the
table too. Then Adamia and three other
policemen entered the study.

Up to this moment interrogation
proceeded very smoothly, but the sub-
sequent questions such as why the
Protocol of Otkhozoria's detainment was
called the Search Protocol, why they did
not call witnesses as it is required by the
Law - confused Chikobava, while the
question: "You are a lawyer are not you?
Then you must be well aware of the
difference between the search and
detainment is not it so?" - caused
significant excitement of the witness.

The list of the accusations with which
was charged Otkhozoria was read at the
Court Session. The charges included
terrorism, banditism, hindering the
displacement of the refugees from
Abkhazia etc. As it turned out the head
of operative service R. Chikobava did not
have any materials confirming
participation of Otkhozoria in the above
crimes. Neither had he heard anything
about it. In accordance with the witness
they met each other in Tamish,
Ochamchire, Gali and he knew that
Otkhozoria was bravely fighting in
Abkhazia and had a reputation of the
excellent warrior.

In accordance with the preliminary
testimony of the defendant he did have
the permission to wear the weapons which
were taken away from him in the course
of serach in the presence of the witness
Chikobava and then disappeared. The
fact of search was confirmed by the

out the serach. Among those were
Adamia, Chikobava and Kvitatian.

In answer to the Prosecutor’s question
who exploded various objects the witness
named Navroushvili’s group. When asked
whether Otkhozoria’s detachment was
fighting against the governmental Army
the witness answered that such facts were
completely unknown to him. .

Materials of
Investigation Are
Lost

On May 12 the hearing of the so
called "Z. gamsakhurdia’s and his
Supporters’ Case” was resumed for two
defendants: "cured" Omar
Kochlamazashvili and Zurab
Bardzimashvili who at last appeared
before the Court Board (Chairman Leri
Sakvarelidze). It is notewonhy that the
Prosecutor at this trial is N. Bezhitashvili
who is already known to us from the so
called "Kavsadze's Kidnappers’ Case"
where he represented the state
prosecution and is retained in public
‘memory for his pronounced
‘aggressiveness.

After the opening of the session the
Court Board allowed G. Khoshtaria
presented by the Association for Human
Rights to be a public defender. The the
Court read the statement of the defendant
Z. Bardzimashvili saying that the trial is
another farce and the only reason of his
participation in.this performance staged
by Shevardnadze was his wish to show
4in its true light the essence of this Case
which was more than once qualified by
the Head of the State as "Terrorists’
Trial".

Bardzimashvili provided the Court
with the detailed explanation: "My Case
was separated from the Court hearing of
"Z. Gamsakhurdia’ and his Supporters’
'ffase" on August 4 because of I had
serious health [roblems. I was transferred
‘to the Central Republican Hospital where
1 was kept in complete isolation in a
locked ward. 13 days later I
waskidnapped from the hospital and
placein in jail. On the same day the KGB
investigator Shavadze visited me and
deamnded to give him testimpny
concerning the previous uconfirmed
testimony. 1 refused to give testimony.
One month later the representatives of
KGB came again with an appeal to
transfer me to the KGB isolator. The
prison doctorsdid not them the
permission.

Mr. Chairman of the Court Board,
you are well aware that I was taken from
the prison to the trial of a certain
Kvetenadze as a witness. Even during the
investigation period I have never been
interrogated about this Kvetenadze,
neither did I gi\'re any testimony about
him. However for some reasons unknown
‘in KGB notes included in his Case 1 was
mentioned too - Kvetenadze's Case was
investigated by KGB, he was trialed by
'KGB, and suddenly I have learned that
in the materials of that Case I am
mentioned as an organizer. I appeal to
you with request to present these
materials as well. I also demand to inform
me about the accusations signed by me
in KGB and which presently are
myseriously vanished in the thin air. By
A the way, the high rank officers of KGB
were mentioning those very vanished

cases in the newspz \ //
present the newspa /v(b:n" /ﬁ
me.”

The judge LMV}&?U! ey
his surprise in e
taking to Kvete'nh ﬁ s
and noted that he was completg
unaware of that fact. He had offered
following explanation of this facf |
relation to Kvetenadze’s case the Coy
was approached with official docume
asking the permission to interrogate
prisoner which was under o
subordination. I gave such permission,
did not know that you were taken to
Court. If it really was so, nobody has th{
right to take you anywhere without n
permission. I will undertake respectiy
measures in response.”

The judge stated that in the Cag
presented to the Court Boar
Bardzimashvili was charged with on]
three episodes, all other cases were ng
known to the Court Board.

Defendant Kochlamazashvi|
supported Bardzimashvili’s motion and o
his' part demanded to be shown ih
protocols of Court Sessions beginning
from September 12, 1994 when his cag
was separated from "Gamsakhurdia an(
his Supporters’ Case".

At the end of the Session the lawye
Bekauri asked to be given the floor (4
make a remark: “ It took us 8 months 1
at last achieve continuation of hearing o

this Case which was separated from hdll

major Case with rough violations of th
Law. I appeal to you not to use if:
biasness of the Coart Board of the pre
vious trial!”.

Nugzar
Molodinashvili is
Arrested.

. On May 17, 1995 during the 3rd
Republican Meeting of Georgian Helsinki
Union which was held in the building &
"Tsodna" Society the police detachmel
headed by high rank officers of thd
Municipal Department surrounded (hg
building. Multiplicity of police forces
initially made the participants of (hg
Meeting to think that they arrived !
frustrate the Meeting and perform mas
arrests of the participants. However (i
policemen limited their actions by
picketing of the square before (hg
building and sending the spies into (hg
hall. Later it became known that thel
leaders payed special attention to (hg
member of the Supreme Council of (hg
Republic of Georgia, mgmber of Helsin
Union Board Mr. Nugzar Molodinashvili

After the end of the Meeting
approximately at 9 p.m. Molodinashvil
who left the building was making his wa)
home was surrounded by the groun of
policemen who informed him that he Wi
arrested. The arrested deputy was placed
in the KGB Isolator of Preliminar}
Investigation irrespective of the fact ihé
the Case is investigated by 0
Prosecutor’s Office. The investigator O
Japaridze informed the prisoner’s fami
members that against him was brought?
Criminal Case and he was charged i
high treason, attempt of coup and
organization of bandit formations. He ais]
suggested the family to take a lawyer @
soon as possible. As it became known ¢
us the rights of Nugzar Molodinashvili |
the course of the preliminary investigai®
will be defended by the lawyer J. Jakel
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against him...""Prosecutor - ... If the | Witness Sordia, a policeman, who was

testimony is not confirmed, then the present at the hall of Court Session. He

witness becomes responsible,” named four persons who were carrying
I3dSR0JI
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