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+ UN Committee of Human Rights

' giving me false promises to return the

* 1992 and Shevardnadze came to power,

3

; [[ EDITOR IN CHIEF
M BT TR :

To Mr. S.V. Stepashin,

Head of the Federal Security Service
Copy to:

IGFM

Helsinki Watch”

"Amnesty International”,

Sergei A. Kovalev N

Declaration - Protes

Of Manana Archvadze-Gam-
sakhurdia the wife of Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, the President of the
Republic of Georgia

As it became known to me, on April 8,
1995 the information was transmitted via
"NTV" channel saying that the officers of
the Federal Security Seryice have found
the archive of the President.of the
Republic of Georgia. Mr. Zviad
Gamsakhurdia in the house where he was
living with his family. -

This information does not correspond
to truth. The family of the President since
November 26, 1994 was living in other
place which was impelled by the fact of
previous raiding and robbing of the house.
The archive of the. President and his
family, as well as his library and personal
things have been confiscated by your rep-
resentatives on January 27, 1995 from my
sister L.P. Archvadze who lived in Grozni
in #90 Saltikov-Schedrin Street. ¢

The representatives of the Federal
Security Service confiscated the archive,
library and personal things without the
warrant and prosecutor’s sanction. During
two months your representatives were

confiscated things. Now it turns out that
Security Service is going to deprive me of 1
the: right of inheritance and hand every-
thing to the so-called “Government” of
Georgia having declaring that the
property of the lawful President of the
Republic of Georgia is the property of the
State Archive of the' Republic.

I express my protest and categorically
demand to return to me in the presence
of witnesses my property, the archive,
library and personal things of my
husband, the President of the Republic of
Georgia Mr. Zviad Gamsakhurdia.

Manana Archvadze-Gamsakhurdia

April 10, 1995 P

To All Embassies

in Moscow

Appeal of the wife of the lawful
President of Georgia Manana
Archvadze-Gamsakhurdia

1 am informing the Governments of all
countries of the world that:

After overthrow of the lawful
Government of Georgia on January 6,

the lawful President of Georgia Zviad
Gamsakhurdia together with his family
was in the capital of Chechen Republic
Grozni.

On September 24, 1993 the President
Gamsakhurdia returned to. Georgia since
the Parliament, Government and
populations ,were demanding restoration
of the lawfulness and return of the
President. This return had a tragic end.

Shevardnadze developed the plan of
physical extermination of the President
and successfully implemented it on
December 31, 1993. The family of the
_President stayed in Grozni where it was
attacked on November 26, 1994 by 300
men from Khazbulatov and Avturkhanov’s
"peace defending” forces. Due to mere
chance the family escaped from physical
extermination.

The invaders took and destroyed
everything except the library and archive

of the President. Then bombardments of
Grozni started and the family facesa real
threat of death. Since December 31, 1994
the family is in exile.

On March 29, 1995 I appealed to the
second secretary of the Embassy of the
USA Mr. Kerk Bennet and asked him to
receive me before the coming visit of the
President Bill Clinton in Moscow on May
9, 1995 and then inform the President
and the Government of America about our
state.

Since the introduction of the institute
of President the world does not remember

a precedent of being of the family of the

lawful president in ‘exile.
On April 5 in his answer to my Appeal

-Mr. Bennet informed me that America is

keeping good relationss with the
"Government" of Georgia and my appeal
is not in tune with this policy. During our
meeting Mr. Bennet showed tactless and
rather rude attitude towards me.

I, Mangna Archvadze-Gamsakhurdia,
the wife of the lawful President”Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, as well as both my sons
are presently in exile and Governments
of the majority of the countries are not
informed about it. .

1 appeal to you to show your attention
and humanity, respect the International
Law and do not allow personal relations
to prevail over the moral.

I believe in the victory good, and we,

in Georgia always greatly honored the
persons or Governments which respect
these values. o

With deep respect,

Manana Archvadze-Gamsakhurdia

Moscow, April §, 1995

What is Awaiting
Those Sentenced
to Death?

This question is the matter of concern
for great part of thg population of
Georgia. Wé are often asked about the
state of the convicts, whether they are
transferred to the places of serving their
sentence, whether the process of retrial
under procurator’s supervision is on,

whether there ‘are any guarantees that,

death sentence for Petre Gelbakhiani and
Irakli Dokvadze will not be brought into
action before completion of appeal against
the sentence and whether public opinion
is able to prevent this murder. Thus the
interest towards this much talked-of case
is still significant.

It is noteworthy that Gocha
Makhviladze and Gela Mchedlishvili
refuse from August 4, 1992 Manifesto and
demand Court hearing concerning the
fact of attack of Radio and TV
Department of Georgia on June 24, 1992.

Presently the convicts of "Zviad

Gamsakhurdia and His Supporters Case”

who were sentenced on March 6, 1995
(charged with accusation .of arranging
explosions ' in Chikovani Street,
Sachkhere-Thilisi highway and other
crimes), are engaged in getting familiar
with the Acts of Court sessions to put a
motion before the Chairman of the Court
about appealing against a sgntence under
procurator’s supervision. This labor-
consuming procedure considering the
volume and complexity of the Case seems
to take much time and it is unlikely that
the authorities would make any unlawful
actions before this process is over.

To this testifies the recent "discovery”
of Shevardnadze concerning the facts of
violations of human rights in Georgia and
torturing of the defendants in the prison.

He had eXpressed his surprise about it at

the Meeting with the Law and Order
Bodies and reprimanded deputy
Procurator general Mr. Anzor Baluashvili
who was the head of the investigators
group engaged with "Gamsakhurdia
This seems to be the result of the

reaction which followed this unjust
sentence both in Georgia and abroad. As
it is known that the issue of violation
human rights in Georgia in general and
"Gamsakhurdia and His Supporters Case"
‘in particular was discussed in the
Committees of the most competent
international organizations such as
European Council, UN which adopted
rather strict resolutions and appeals to the
authorities of Georgia. They include
direct appeal to suspend execution of the
sentence, return the, Case for new
investigation -and , abolish .death
punishment.

However, we believe that this does not
mean for the society to show less interest
in this. Case and in ongoing political
process. On the contrary, the position of
the ruling cigcles of the West and political
organizations to a significant extent
depends on the public opinion in Georgia
and efforts of the defendants of human
rights, especially as the convicts
-themselves do not cease their struggle.

Trial of
Guardsmen Began

Supreme Court: this time in the dock is
the soldier of the lawful Guards
v 7

JIgor Zh. Tolordava was born on
February 23, 1954. He has a wife, two
small sons and an invalid mother. In 1969
-he finished 8th grade of the Tsalendjikha
Tea State Farm school and Faculty of
Mechanization Zedaetsera Technical
School.In 1973 he was called up for
military service in the Soviet Army. Began
fo participate in national movement since
1989. In 1991 he joined the National
Guards.

"Gamsakhurdia’s Band" in
Action

says: "On October 5, 1993 a charge
against "Zviad Gamsakhurdia and his
Supporters” was brought by ‘the
Procurator’s Office of the Republic of
Georgia. In other words it was the second
Caseé brought against lawful President.
This served as a basis for the arrest of
Igor Tolordava nicknamed "Huseina”, the

Kobalia in the village of Chkadua of
Tsalendjikha region.

' 1. Tolordava is blame for "Staying in
the building of the Supreme Council of
the Republic of Georgia from September
20, 1991 following the appeal of the
President of the Republic, participated in

supporters of Gamsakhurdia formed
bandit groups to restore the power of
Gamsakhurdia - they arranged armed
attacks on various unjts in Zugdidi region
to get hold of arms."...

On January 15, 1992 at 11 p.m. they
armed with automati guns and a
machine-gun - (which according to the
indictment belonged te "Huseina”
editorial note) " attacked Zugdidi
Department of Security Ministry, took the
arms, broke the doors and destroyed
important documents. On March 9, 1992
they had to join the second bandit group
and with this aim they crossed the Enguri
river on March 8, arrived to the village
of Tagiloni where they were joined by
130 members of another band. The band
was djvided into two parts: the first with
"Huseina" as a member was headed by
Soso Jomidava.

This group attacked the Hotel "Egrisi”
in Zugdidi on March 9, opened fire and
took the building of the hotel having
disarmed the guardsmen who were in the
building. Then they transferred -to the
Town Internal Affairs Department,
occupied it with fighting which was
accompanied with severe consequences:
the head of this Department Morgen
Nizharadze ‘and officers Gochua and
Todua were killed. During the attack on
the Hotel "Egrisi" died four guardsmen.

‘In summer "Huseina” joined unlawful
armed formation of Sukhumi.

On September 5, 1992 with other 150
members of the band they entered
Martvili, attacked the hotel "Martvili",
occupied the building, raided the
Prosecutor’s Office of Martvili, took arms
and destroyed documentation. During

One_more political trial is on in the

Indictment of Igor Tolordava Case

member of unlawful bandit group of Loti { from 3 10.15. years or execution)+

rallies.* (...) After January 6, 1992

these actions 3 men were killed.”
Basing on the above charges I.
Tolordava is accused according to the
Article 78 of the Criminal Code -
banditism. As for Article 65 - high

“treason - in accordance with the

accusations charged it has the followin
definition in the indictment: .
1. Tolordava committed high treason
- he was a citizen of Georgia, participated
in treason of Z. Gamsakhurdia and his

- supporters aiming at overthrow of the

authorities of Georgia by the way of
forced disintegration of territorial
integrity of the Republic. -

In the period when Georgia was
fighting for maintenance of territorial

_integrity Gamsakhurdia and unlawful

bandit formations supporting him started
active actions directed against the
authorities. Gt

On November 6, 1993 when armed
bands of Kobalia were chased out L.
Tolordava hid himself".

" Assumed the Responsibility
for Assassination of Kennedy
Too" -says "Huseina"

It is noteworthy that "hidden" I.
Tolordava was arrested on December 1,
1993 at 1 p.m. in his own house and was
sentenced to 30 day imprisonment for
"violation of the curfew"."When
Shevardnadze’s troops rushed into
Tsalendjikha in November, they came to
my house, beat my mother and wife, took
my children as hostages and demanded
from me to surrender to them, declared
I. Tolordava when giving testimony at the

‘Court session on April 20. Earlier I went

to the police,station and said that I had
not anything to run away. Before'l was
arrested they shot down my cousin Murtaz
Tsirdava and by brother and friend

‘Korneli Shardua. They first set fire to the

beard of this latter, then unmercifully
tortured and killed him. When they came
to arrest me there were neighbors in my
house who came to express their
condolences to me and my family. They
made them all to kneel."

. Initially the defendant was charged
with Article 238’ (forming of unlawful
armed formations) which was later
changed with Article: 65 (high- treason,
which envisages imprisonment from 10 to
15 .years or execution) and Article 78
(banditism which envisages imprisonment

"In Zugdidi Gia Gulua, Kukuri
Adamia (Head of Department of Internal
Affairs of Zugdidi), Surmava (Head of
Department of Internal Affairs: of
Porcelain Settlement), Vice-Colonel
Phridon Kephaia and Gabelia (Head of
Zugdidi  Criminal Investigation
Department) were threatening me with
raping.. Surmava, Gabelia and Kephaia

‘took me to the cell and beat me, attempted

to force me onto the bottle, tore off
trousers on me. For these reasons I told
the investigator Anzor Khvadagiani that
he could write anything he wanted and I

would sign everything, And he did writeg.

Some of my testimonies for example that
of December 9 I have never read, the
investigator did not bother himself by
showing them to me. The only truth in

“all these testimonies is ghe fact that I know,

Soso Jomildava. I have even assumed
responsibility for assassination of
Kennedy and attempt to attack Margaret
Tetcher. Then on December 13 1 gave
the written testimony where I was saying
the truth, but I presented it only on March
6 after I had studied the materials of the
Case. I did not present it earlier because
I was afraid that they would loose it.

1 do not consider myself guilty...

"...We wanted to restore lawful
authorities in Georgia by political means,
but the actual authoritiés opposed us with
arms and we were induced to defend
ourselves” stated I. Tolordava. ;

In relation with raiding Security
Service of Zugdidi the defendant said that
no raiding had ever taken place: "There
were the portraits of Chernenko, Suslov
and Andropov hanging on the walls. We
took them off and threw away. That was
qualified as raiding and throwing away
the portraits - as "destroying
documentation”. We took arm¢ from' the
head of the Service Gabunia and
Tolordava. One I took with me, and one
took the other man. Then I was visited
by the head of the Police Station Tornike

Kiria and I hand m the W
"Concerning t‘::%{ml}z/ég
A

‘with the leaders of "Governmental" forces,

_the encirclement by the "Governmental'

| that the process of bringing the materials

Porod

Do
defendant stated that accordfng to
information nobgdy, me;; ied Jaw

éhe
Aheir

7, #od
order in Martvi was didﬁd.rby

robbers. But then it iurned gud:thei Kutaisi
police enteregt'?mﬂ W‘ﬁeﬁﬁxpl ey i
ambush waiting for the entrance of the
lawful Guards. As soon as the Guards
entered the town they opened fire from
the building of the Police and from the
machine-gun located on ‘the roof of the
building. As a result we lost two
guardsmen and six were wounded. They
lost three policemen.
As for raiding of Notary Office and
the Court I have no idea where these
offices are located in the town. When they
opened the fire, the town became
disturbed and some people seemingly took
advantage of the situation and took the
documents they were. interested in."In
answer 1o the question of the Prosecutor
Tamar Laliashvili to whom belonged the
so called “monster” - the armored lorry
which was driven by the defendant he
said: the "monsters” were. manufactured
during December-January events in
Zugdidi and Poti under direct guidance
of Otar Patsatsia and Roman Melia to
whom they belonged”.” =~
Who is a Traitor?

"When the President arrived he went
to Abkhazia right to the front line - to
Kindgi and then in Ochamchire he met

they made agreement and decided with
joint efforts to break out of encirclement
and save Sukhumi. It was possible to break

did not want to do it. They blame us that
we were not fighting in Abkhazia while in
fact the most part of the lawful Guards
was participating in the war actions from
the very first days. They located great
number of soldiers and heavy technique
in Samtredia and stayed there.

So a part of the Guards stayed at
Tskhenistskali to defend the people” .

Written by Nino Chechelashvili

~Shurgaia Prefers
to Keep Silence

On April 19 the Court Hearing of the
case of Valter Shurgaia and Gocha
Otkhozoria was postponed again because
the time appointed for getting familiar
with the case proved to be insufficient for
the lawyers Merab Navrozashvili and
Temur Goksadze. The lawyers declared

of the case in concord with the indictment
belongs to one of the most difficult and
time-consuming procedures. The Court
Board satisfied their demand and the
session was postponed to April 25.

Before the session was anmnounced
closed the defendant G. Otkhozoria asked
to be given the-floor to make a statemen!
and ‘appealed to the judge L
Tkeshelashvili with the following words.
"As it became known to me, permission
fo see a defendant is given by the
Chairman. of the Court Board. Yesterday
other defendants and I were induced ©0
meet with Sandro Kavsadze in the
detainment cell. I have so much fo b
concerned about including the fate of my
country and my own situation, that cannol
bear visits of such persons who come ©0
irritate me. I do not recognize thest
authorities and such persons either. Fof
me they are neither human rights
defendants nor anything. I ask you very
much do not let these people visit me".

The Judge stated that Kavsadze ha
not appealed to him with any requess
and he had not given any permission 0
him to visit Otkhozoria. .

Valter Shurgaia declared that frof
then on ceased any participation in ¢
process and would mot answer a1
question. The judge in his turn argued
that his position obliges him to ask
questions and this should not cause a1
irritation in future. "Whether you answef
these questions or not depends on yoU
It is my duty to put questions”, said hﬁ‘
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