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Military Agreement
Between Russia and
Georgia

Forward to Restoration of the
Soviet Union!

On March 20, 1995 the leaders of
Military Departments of Russia and
Georgia Pavel Grachev and Vardiko
Nadibaidze signed the project of 25 year
Agreement "On the Military-Strategic
Bases of Russian Federation on the
Territory of Republic of Georgia". Thus,
the process of merging of Russia-Georgia
military-strategic spaces entered the
decisive phase.

The Agreement consists of
Introduction and 41 Articles. It has two
Appendixes and special opinion of
Georgian party, where the "main trump
card” is played - prospect of restoration
or territorial integrity of Georgia, which
to the mind of officials can become reality
thanks to this Agreement.

Bases in Exchange of
Territory

The Note on the order of initializing
of the Agreement signed by Vardiko
Nadibaidze reads: "Georgian party will
consider ll\possiblé for the Head of the
State 10 sign and initiate this Agreement
after restoration of jurisdiction ot Georgia
on the whole territory of the Republic of
Georgia (considering the fact that the
conflicts in South Ossetia and Abkhazia
hinder the fulfillment of the statements of
the Agreement) and definition of the
liabilities of the Russian Federation
concerning the construction of military
forces of Georgia on the whole territory
of the Republic. Proceeding from the
mutual understanding achieved in the
course of negotiations, the Georgian
party raises a question of destroying the
arms and military téchnique which do not
belong to the armed forces of the Republic
and yet are located on its territory.”

It is evident that this note is added to
the document to stress the idea that
signing of the document will have place
only after returning Samachablo and
Abkhazia to Georgia, The comments
made by Shevardnadze also seem 1o give
such hopes. However for the attentive ob-
server it becomes clear that Shevardnadze
has a different approach to this problem
- "This document will help us to settle the
problem with Abkhazia and South Ossetia

Does it mean that the initial action will
be returning of the territories torn out
from Georgia or vice versa : first signing
the Agreement and then Samachablo and
Abkhazia?!

However that may be, Russia in God
knows which time is promising us to settle
the territorial problem at the expense of
state independence of Georgia.

Base Sovereignization

Absolutely astounding was the second
"global” prognosis of Shevardnadze:
"Everything is so rapidly changing in the

world, process of integration is
proceeding with such a speed that in né
time Russia can find itself integrated into
Europe and entered the NATO - in such
case. this 25 year Agreement will be
practically annulled, however we should
try to be on the safe side...”

How much may this prediction be
trustworthy is evident from the growing
military aggression of Russia to which
testify for example recent events in
Azerbaijan, Agreement about military
bases made between Russia and Armenia
and this document some Articles of which
openly state the priority direction -
restoration of military-strategic positions
of the USSR times.

Even if it were not so, the document
defines a very long term of existing of
Russian bases - 25 years notifying at the
same time that this term "is considered
automatically prolonged by another §
years unless either party informs in
written form another party about its
decision to suspend the Agreement two
years prior expiration of the term."

According to the Agreement (Article
2) the bases will be located in four cities:
Batumi, Akhalkalaki, Vaziani, Gudauta,
while "Their administrative bodies with
military units, sub-units under their direct
subordination and commissary and
service offices will be located in Thilisi"

Noteworthy is geopolitical location

Batumi; 2. Akhalkalaki.

Both these bases are located at the
edge of Turkey borderland and it is
evident that interests of Russia in this case
are based on the vicious principle of
"strengthening South frontiers”. To what
extent creation of two military bases of
Russia at the fromtier of Turkey, the
member country of NATO, is in concord
with the interests of Georgia and how the
Agreement on the whole is in tune with
broadly advertised Project about iaying
oil pipeline from Azerbaijan via the

' territory of Georgia or with the recent
events in Azerbaijan with Armenia signing
the similar Agreement with Russia on the
background' of strict refusal of Baku?
Does not it ook like Russia-Georgia-
Armenia conspiracy aimed at wrecking of
Oil Pipeline Project?

Shevardnadze believes that on the
contrary, the Russian bases will guarantee
the stability for the business circles of the
West. What are these circles thinking
about all this remains to be found out.

3. Gudauta - the major military-
strategic support of Russians and
separatists in Abkhazia. Two year war
did not leave any doubts of how effective
may be coordinated actions of these two
forces having military airport and access
to the sea. It is highly  improbable for
Gudauta to become in future the center
of Georgian-Russian Armies cooperation.
On the contrary, even in the case of
fulfillment of the conditions stated in the
Agreement, this base will play the role of
sward of Damocies for future generations.

4-5.Vaziani and Thbilisi are indivisible
link in controlling central part of West
Georgia and the capital. It is obvious that
alongside with Vaziani military airport,
military units and sub-units under direct
subordination of administrative bodies of
the bases will form the fifth military base

and significance of these bases: 1.

in Thilisi. !

A the same time Article 23 provides a
very interesting information: on the one
hand it is noted that military officers are
wearing hand arms and are using them
on the territory of the bases, but then it
is pointed out that "hand arms outside
the territory of the bases are allowed only
with the aim to fulfill those tasks of
military service which are related with the
regime of ensuring of secrecy...”

What kind of actions or objects are

included into the list of secrecy regime

remains unknown. Unknown is also to
what extent their contents correspond to
the international obligations of Georgia
and for what goals can be Georgia used.
Till these questions are remaining without

answers the safety of Georgia is out of |
question, oy

Safety in Europe at the
Expense of Georgia

Alarming are some Articles of the
Agrecment (e.g. Articles 3, 5, 6, 7, 9,
17) concerning those questions which
require special agreement. On the one
hand, indeed it is impossible for such a
document to define such details as amount
of military technique to be used during
the military exercise, the routs of its
displacement etc. But while Article 9
forbids the presence of those Russian
military formations on the territory of
Georgia which are not inclyded into the
bases and at the same time allows
exceptions in the form of such cases for
which was achieved special agreement
without mentioning at which
administrative level can be reached such
agreement, who will control t}iat entering
new military formation do not violate the
conditions of the Agreement etc.

Article 6 says. that the authorities of
Russian bases will create forbidden and
safety zones in agreement with the
Commander-in-Chief of Armed Forces of
Georgia, in other words such an
important question is actually solved by
agreement with one person. Taking into
account the personality of present day
Commander-in-Chief it is-quite probable
that even Svetitskhoveli is included into
the forbidden zone and used as a

polvgon.
Article 34 also envisages definition of
jurisdiction and mutual help questions

basing on the special agreement. IT such
is the case, than what is the Agreement
good for provided that such basic
questions should be solved with spuml
agreement?!

Most’ noteworthy are the two above
mentioned Appendixes:

#1 - On the changing of maximum
fevels of weapons existing on the territory
of Georgia, in concord with Agreement
on Restriction of Conventional Weapons
in Europe, according to which in concord
with the quota determined for Georgia
by international agreements, armament of
the military formation of Russian
Federation is increased at the expense of
decreasing of armament of Georgia
(amounis are provided). Though
Georgian party considers it as its victory
that the Agreement itself also contains
statement (Article 6) about changing
maximum levels of armament basing on
the special agreement is it really so vitally
importiant how many tanks owns the
metropolis and how many the colony?
This document elucidates the true essence
of this'military alias - Russians ambitions
1o use Georgia to achieve its imperial
goals

Who is the Master?

Appendix #2 offers the structure and
composition of the military formations on
the territory of Georgia. In other words
it provides the list of those objects of
military and other destinations which
should be passed or to be more precise
returned to military contingent of Russia.
To make a strong impression suffice it to
mention the building of the former
Officers House located. in Rustaveli
Avenue in Tbilisi. The list contains total
of 91 objects with their addresses. Of
those 26 are located in Batumi, 6 - in
Vaziani, 8 - in Akhalkalaki, 1 - in
Gudauta (?!), 50 - in Thilisi. In this list
airports, motorized rifle, antiaircraft-
missile regiments, training centers,
communications centers, military
warehouses etc. as well as administrative
buildings and rest houses (in
Makhinjauri), cottages (for example in
Kojori), car parkirig and repair shops,
medical institutions, sport clubs, dry
cleaners, hotels etc. are considered as the
objects of military destination. Both
Appendixes are slgn\ed by the two
Ministers of defense related to each other
with the ties of godfather and godson.

On the rights of Russian .
Service Men-

]

In the introductory part of the
Agreement it is specially stressed that the
signing parties unconditionally recognize
the sovereignty of both countries, which
is nothing but cynicism since the present
Agreement itself is the proof of complete
ignoring of the state sovereignty and
statehood of Georgia on the whole. To
illustrate this it is sufficient to consider
those Articles of the Agreement where the
rights of Russian service men and
gmembers of their families are equaled

with the rights of the citizens of Georgia. |

The Agreement contains many more
negative aspects, many problems may be
masked and thus require more competent
observer. Besides, to find out what this
Agreement has in stock for Georgia it
should be analyzed in the context of other
military agreements ‘made within the
framework of The Extended Agreement
and in relation to the international norms.

Anna Chavchavadze

Alexandre Kavsadze''s
Press-Conferenc

1

On February 23, 1995 A. Kavsadze
called a press-conference devoted to the
situation with human righs in 1994. Mr.
Kavsadze was filled with indignation at
one letter published in the "Tavisupali
Sakartvelo" newspaper which read that
the victims of terror were guilty before
the nation and-country; at the same time
the letter contained the protest against
terrorist actions and claimed that those
people "by no means should be exploded
in their own cars or shot down like rabid
dogs before the entrances of their own
houses”.

This ietter was followed by the
statement of the State Committee of
Human Rights where the authors with
great indignation noted: "The victims of
terrorism are declared criminals!!! ...Such
hostile mentioning of great patriot Gia
Chanturia is considered (by the
Committee} as an insult and the
Committee demands that the author of
the letter and the newspaper... should
bear responsibility before our people. The

Committee demands that’the cti
state bodies gt} pﬁ}q'ijs fod i JUis’ fic
The Committeg, for i icial
set this arrmf;k{ﬁg*x?frm 1?]:’)"
This statement caused some confus;
since the expression "shot down like rap;
dogs” was perceived literally while i
protest of the Editorial Board failed
cause adequate reaction. In relation
the above Statement the followi
question was asked: "That those peoy
were qualified as guilty before the naij
and country is in fact generalized mo
and-political estimation of their activit
Such estimations were quite abundanij
recent years especially. from the oppog
camp, they were encountered in offig
documents, transmitted by TV and
lished in press, they were pronounced
state officials, even more alongside vi
such political estimations very often
violated presumption of innocence...”
Here we were interrupted by |
Kavsadze who said: "It is enough”-a
then for several minutes very exited
was dwelling on how cynical a
scandalous is when the journalist tries
morally justify and like the phrase s
down like rabid dogs" (from the con
we guessed that we seemed 10 justify
like the fact of doing such things as we

- We even suspected that such an a

reaction .could have been aimed at
allowing us to ask our question.
Chairman also stated that betwcen
morai-and-political —and juridic
estimations did not exist any differe
“Thus, if 1 tell you that you have st
something from Mr. Kavsadze - it is
allowed, and at the/same time .if I
that you are a spoiled, immoral and m
- that will be quite normal won"t it?".

Then Mr. Kavsadze and his assis
popularly explained us that we did
have the slightest idea what a terrorist
is since assassination of the so cl
"thieves-in-Law" (Chlaidze
Mikeladze) is the result of squaring
accounts with each other and thus co
not be considered as terrorist acli
Where the Committee had got !
information from was not specified

Meanwhile Mr. Kavsadze’s dc
Mr. T. Sharmanashvili declared !
the "Tavisupali Sakartvelo™ newspi
would receive the answer it desc
only that would not be done juridi
or politically, to which statement
Kavsadze mildly reprimanded: "Ten
dear! How can you? You are in
Committee, mind-it!".

After several fruitless attempt
somehow get included into the monol
of the Committee representatives, v
last managed to cxplain' that we had
meant to like the fact of "shooting do
that it was not what we had said in
fetter; that we were speaking about !
guilt before the nation and the coun
that such statements and even much
ones were quite frequemly declared
the opposite party. !

We wondered if Mr. Kavsadze
have recalled any precedent when
Committee demanded from the ¢
bodies to interfere in those affairs
threatened to oficially set the affair 2
To this Mr. Kavsadze answered thil
this case were absolutely right, such |
should not be left without rcac
whoever the author is. On the 0
hand, however, it is very bad that vt
“democrat journalists... (Pause).-
Just journalists support and like
phrase "like rabid ...etc.” At thos
question was considered to be settle

"Marjy" #
Weekly Newspa
March 4
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